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STATEMENT BY SEAN BYRNE,

70 lismore Road, Kimmsge, Dublin,

I joined the Volunteers in March, 1915;
I walted for ithe split to be well over before
I d&cided to join, and then I joined "gM Gam@ény,
3rd Battalién. - We used to meet in York ﬂtréet on
Thursday nights, and afterwards we drilled in

- Qamden Row on Thursday nighte.

The Company officers were Eddie Byrne, ﬁapt&in;
Jimmy Byrne, his brother, 1st Lieutenant; and
Simon Donnelly, 2nd Lieutenant. -

Sometime before the Risling, 1st Lisutenant
Jimmny Byrne was transferred to the Engineers. .
2nd Lieutenant Simon Donnelly was promoted 18t
Lieutenant, and Michael Malone who was killed during
Easter Week in No. 25 Northunberland Road, was !

promoted 2nd Lieutenant.

" A8 an ordinary Volunteer I remember takiné
part in exercises along the canal. I remeﬁher}haing
with Captain 0'Connell, afterwards a Colonel in ihe
Army, and Commandant De Valera up around the canhl.

I was near Dartmouth Road as a sentry and I was ﬁaﬂly

N

disqualified because I let a man come 100 near me.

I remember sbout Easter Bunday,.lglﬁ, the _
Redmondite Volunteers gabe a big show in Dublin, ?nﬂ
the Irilsh Volunteers went on manceuvres the same ﬁight

in North County Dublin. Qur Battalion todk part in
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the manceuvres. As well as I remember, the .Dublin

Brigade were launching an attack on the Fingal Brigade.

Some time after I had joined the Volunteers as

.an ordinary Volunteer there was & call for men for the

first aid classes. Most of the Volunteers d.id not seem
to like the idea of going to these classes, t;he,v seemsad
to think that they would not be good soldiers if they
atiended them. It was pointed out from time to time
that a medicel man was just as important as anybody
else, Following these appeals I decided I would give in
my neme to the Captain o go to the first aid classes.

I attended some lectures given to our own Company.
These lectures were given in No. 41 York Street by a man
named Flanagan - I 4o not kn&w,h:_l.a christian fato.

Mr. Flanagan; who is still alive, gave lectures in

No. 2 Dawson Street afterwards.

45 the ambulance unit of the Brigade got bigger
it was dscided by somebody to divide the classes, and
we then had classes on Monday nights and Wednesday
nights. The classes on Monday nights were taken by
Captain J,J, Doyle, and the classes on Wednesday nights
were taken by a man named Glemmon. I was da‘ﬁailed to
attend the Wednesday classes. .

After the classes were going on for ECIII!E; time
there was an examination held for the whole Er{:!.gade.
The results of the examinatlon were sent to the various
Companiles, and certificates were to be issued h}r the
late Commandant MacDonagh, but they were not issued and

we never got them.
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It was as a result of this examinati&n that
I cams to be acting as Ambulance Officer fqi the
Battalion. I used to deputise on the Batt’_alion
Staff for Mr. Flanagan, and attended some meetings

of the Battalion Starff.

The results of the examination appeargd
afterwards in "The Irish Volunteer" about JPnuary,
1916. The names of all who passed, incluti;ing my neme,
are in it. Copies of this paper are on the files in
the National Library.

Some time after this examination our.battalinn
went on msnoeuvres to the Dublin Mbuntainﬂ,éup by the
Pine Forest. We mobilised for this at 4 o'clock in
the morning. We had breskfast on the Dodder naér
Dartry, and attenﬂed.an_early Masﬁ.in_Eathf%rnham
Church., I was acting in charge of the ambulance unit
of the 3rd Battalion on that day. = We were visited by
Brigade Captaln J.dJ, Doyle, who was in charge of the

|
Brigade ambulance unit, ;

- I remember attending Mass on St. Patriuk‘s Day,
1916, in §8. Michael and John's Church, Lower
Exchange Street, after which the Volunteers marched to
G.q:_lleg_g Green, where the salﬁte was taken h:;r -
Mr. Eoin MacNeill. I marched with the Bat#alion_ _
Staff on that occasion. I remember being af_ﬁhe Mass,

but I do not remember much sbout ite |

After passing the examination I became unattached
from my own Company as I had to visit the ﬁqrious

Companies of the Battalion each week. I remenmber
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visiting "&8" Company in Qakley Road, Ranelarh - I think
it was Cullenwsood House. Sometimes: I wuuldlgiﬁa
lectures and éﬁm@timas:I would just have a chat with the
ambulance men attached to the Companies. I femambar
ﬁttanding "BY @ompany at 144 Pearse Street, “b“ Company
at Thorncastle §treet, Ringsend, and my own @@ﬁpany at
41 York gtreet, I believe MaM Gomﬁany were ét

41 York Street on londay nights.

I was in Mo. 2 Dawson Street on Good Fri@ay night
to eﬂllegt ambulance material for my Battalion, and saw
some of the ambulance men from ot@er units éoming there
end collectingacertain amount of stﬁfﬂ'for their units.
¥hile I was there I saw ambulance material and medical

gupplies being sent out to Swords to Dr. R, Hayes.

I was never definitely told that the Risiﬁg was to

take place, but from observation and hearing ra@arks .
being dropped end unusual actlvity, I knew that something
unusual was about to take place. During Holdy Week
I was instructed to parade at Camden Row on Easter
Sunday morning aend to bring all medical and amhuianca
supplies with me, On Easter Sundey morning I went to
Cemden HROW. A mepbér of "C" Company named Robert (Cooper
came with me and helped to cary the ambulance auﬁplies
wﬁich I had collected at Headgquarters, 2 Dawson étreet,
on Good Friday night from my house to Camden Rnw.l

© After being some time in Camden Row we got @ord -
I forget how the word came - that everything was éff or
gmething like that. We had a lot of stuff theré along
with medical and mnmbulance materisgl, and I did nﬂﬁ:knﬂw
what I was going to do with it., Two members of Cumamm
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na mBan grrived, one of them sgid she had some materigl
and would she bring it along to us. I told her we had
no place to put it and I would not take it from her.

I then decided that I would try to get in tough
with the Commandant. dn my way I met Simon, Donnelly
in Camden Jtreet and told him what I was dolhg. He
decided to come with me. We procured a car.-- I do not
know whether it was Simon or myself prmurad: it. The
motor car was driven by a young man named Mer, who
brought us down 0 144 Great Brunswick S;traei!; to
3%, &ndrew's Catholic Club, and we found the Commandant
there, I asked him what was $o be done with the material
which we had in Camden Row, and he told me that It should
be re-digtributed smongst the men who had it.. I told

him I could not do that, as most of the men had gone

" away. I suggested that we would bring the stuff to

144 Great Brunswick Street. I though that would be the
best place because there was an armed gusrd t';here.
The Coammendent agreed to this. | .

Simon Donnelly and myself went back #0 Camden Row
in the motor car; the stuff was loaded into the car and we
returned with it to 144 Great Brunswick th‘ga‘ﬁ. - I think
it was the Commandant who toid.' ug that on uurE_Wa-y"to
144 Great Brunswick Street we were to avold, a%;a far as
posgible, all pnliée'atatinna and take a a-iﬁm:;itaua

route.

I remember the Commandant was up in the front
drawing-room. There was snother officer with him.

I am almost certain that it was Captain Joe 0O'Connor

Of "A" Company. -
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Having left the stuff in Great Brunswick Street
we went back to the car and Maher drove it to Longwood
Avenue where he lived., I went into his house and there
was a rumber of vblunteers:there._ Jim Grace ﬁaa among gt
then, He waz a {énaé of Heher's, After some time in
that house we drove back Wwith thé car which we left im
a garage at Portobello Harbour at the rear of South
Richmond $treet. I believe the car belonged to a man
named Clarke, who had a provision shop in Eoutﬁ Richmond
Street, I think John Clarke was his name. 'ft was
gupposed to have a false registration, or an out of date

registration number, at least that is what somebody told ma;

Having left the car in the garage I went -flo my own

home where I remsined gsome time and then'want bénk to

' 144 Great Brunswick Street, I remained there all night -

Eggter. Sundsy night. . ;13

Very early on Easter Honday morning I came out to
have a wash and a shsave, intenainé to go 0 the Fire |
Station in Targ Street, where I was employed as a
messenger at the time, Beforé I left 144 Great Brunswick
Street I asked the Commandant for.permission to léave.

I am not sure now whether I asked for permission: or just
acquainted him with the fact that I was leaving, He

aglted me where I would be found, and I told him-he would
get me on the 'phone by ringing the Fire Station.

The Commandant seemed to think that 1t mizht be dfffiault
to get me on the 'phone, he did not geem to want to use 1t,'
and -asked me again where he would find me, I told him he
would £ind me in the Fire 8tation in Tara Street.

Some time lagjer on Monday morning a Volunteer,

Patrick lcCabe of "BY Gompany, came o the Fire Station and
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gave me a note, That note was the original _
mobilisation order for Easter Sunday and on it; were the
words: "Don't failme, E. de V." I let MeCabe go,
and followed him to 144 Great Brunswick gtreet,

After being some time in 144 Great Brunswick
Street, D_tataative Sergeant Imm waa brought in; and some
time after that, when they decided to leave, Commendant
de Valera told me they were going on to the railway,
and he instructed me to remain there until all the
material was removed from the house and then 0 report
to him on the railwa:.f. ] '

After arriving at the railway I remember the
Commandent saying that he wanted the house on the cnrnerl
occupied. That house was the Grand Canal E:bI'é&t
dispensary at the corner of Clarence Street an?. Grend
Canal Street. I was told that the ocoupants of the
house were to be put out, and under no aircmnai;amea
were they to be allowed take any documents with then,
As well as I can remember, the only people in the house
were a lady, Mrs. Healy, the wife of the dispensary
doctor, and a maid, I think there were two doctors in
that dispensary but Ir. Healy lived on the premises. .

_ Mre, Hoealy delayed in getting out end the
Commandent ceame back and was very much annoyed that she
had not been got out of the housel $She was more or less
aoncerned about her furniture, She had asked me would
we be using her furniture, and I told her only;what would
be necessary to us for militery purposes. She asked the
Comandant who would compensate her for demage to it.

As well as I remenber he gaid 3@'&31;11:&@ about Qhe Irish

Republic compensating her. &he did not seem inelined to
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leave the house at all, Eventually, having got
Mrs. Healy out, we pi-ncead&d to barricade the :placa.
We barricaded the hall door with forms, chairs and
tables from the dispenaary. f

fhen we had been in the dispenssry for Ef:me time
Or. Healy came along. He was rather excited :anﬂ
wanted t0 know what 1t was all about. At fiﬁst he
wanted to throw us all out but when he saw the situation
he offered to gerve with us. I did not acc:ep?t his
offer but told him to go on with hle wife 'héu'a:jlse ghe
was not too well. I told him that if he told us where
we would find him we would send for him if we wanted him.
He gave us an address and we sent for him <dater but
he did not came. I am not sure if our man went to the

LIS

right house. ' ! »

Some time after that, Mr. Flanagan came - he was
a Eieutenant Surgeon in the Battallon. After:a while
a man named James: Redican ceme in with a 'bulleti: wound
in hie thigh - I do not know which thigli. He wes taken
upstairs to one of the bedrooms and was aﬁtenﬂ%d to in
the first instance by Mr. Flanagan and myself, :
Some: time later somebody sént out a reguisition for a
surge Oll. The surgeon came along and examined Redican
upstalirs. I believe I untied the bandages for the
gumgeon.,  Mr. Planagan was also there at the time the
surgeon was there. The spurgeon's decision was .;ths.t. 3
under the circumstances, he could not have done more for
Redican than what had been done. The name of the
surgeon was elther Farrell or Carroll, I think 1t was
Carroll. He was an outside -doditor and I haard: he was

from Westland Row. He was accompanied by a dark-
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complexioned man who had a halt. I asked this man how
fhings were in the sit:}, and he ans;#ered, "Well, friend",
He addressed me as "friend", Re&ica-.n was removed to
Sir Patrick Dunn's: Hospital on Tuesday night.

On Easter Monday night Flanagen told me he was golng
up to have a rest, and that if anything serious' heppened
T was 0 call him. Redican became restive and I thought
1t desireble to call Flanagen from his bed. I went up
and agked Flanaga}tx m few questiona, He came a_u-;m and
was a bit annoyed because I hed disturbed him. ' I might
have been a bit anxzious myself, not heving eny experience

of' gerious cases.

On Tuesday afternoon or evening, ur. Flana.gan told
me that he was noi feeling well, He did not. Look well,
and I advised him to go to bed. He mentioned something
about going away and that he would come back again.

I told him that I had not any authority to lat h.im g0 away.
I adviged him to see the Commandant. I 'bal:l.ava he went

to the Gdrmnandan_t and got his permiggion to go away.

I do not know when the wounded men came 1In, or in
what order they came in. I remerber the names of mast of
them and I remenber things some of them said to me, but
I cannot be sure about the days they came. I am
definite about one thing, and that is that tha firat man
to be brought in was Redican, wounded in the thigh, and
he was brought in shortly after the oceupation of the
&igpensary,

Christopher Murphy of "C" Company was brought in
with a bullet wound in the cfiedt, While I was attending
him he told me he was: dying, and I t61d him he was noty
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He was craving for a drink of water. He pers:liﬂted'in-
saying he was dying, but ssid that he did noti care
because it was for Ireland. He was afterwards taken
to the Castle H_uapiﬁal. He 4id not die and he carried

-on during the Black and Tan time afterwards. .

The other wounded men brought in were Pyrfield
of "B" Qompany, whose christiaen name I cannot remember -
he had a bullet wound in the knee; RObert Cooper of
"g" Company, alreedy mentioned, was brought in' with a
bullet wound in the chest; Sedn QO'EKeeffe of ”1|=.'.'* Gompany
had a bullet wound in the elbows The remains'of
another man, Pesdar Macken of "B" Company lay in the hall
of Grand Canal Street @&igpensary for an evening a.nd 8
nlght. He was desd when he was brought to me H he had
been shot in the stomach. This man's remaing were
buried in thé yard near Boland's stebles. The grave was
dug by a man named Patrick Williems, who was a member of
the Citizen frmy. ~ 1 do not know how he came t-:: be in
Boland!s. He is still alive, I remember somebody
found a prayer-book in Dr, Healy's house and it was given
to the Commandant who réad some prayers out of i;t over
the remains at the time of burial, The remains were
buried in a tarpaulin which had been over him while he was
lying in the hall of the dispensary. |

X was also called up the railway line to attend to
a wounded mgn in the railway sheds or workshops, - When
I got to him his head had already been bandeged. I do nﬁt
know who attended him, but I think he was attenﬂe:i'by a

" man named John Bracken, an ambulance men from "AM.

Company who was on duty on the rallway line a‘t"‘tﬁé time,
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Byrne was bandaged but unconscious when I arrived and

I could do nothing for him, I left word that the
wounded man, Byrne, could be brought down to_the.
dispensary when it would be nearlj dark end éuafer for the
men to move gbout, Later that night they ba;ought him
to the dispensary but I did not keep him '!:.hex;',e at all,

@e removed the barricade from the hall dioor of the

@ispengary and took: the wounded man over to sir Patrick
Dun's Hospital, 1 remember a man named Peadar O'lisara
searching the wounded man's pockets to find some means
of ldentification, S

I was called up the railway line again and saw the
body of & man in a railway carrlage.  Then I examined
him I found he was dead. I told the men that the best
thing 40 do was t0 bury the r_ema.-ins but I do not know
if they did or not. I think thet man's name was Ennis,

-

.

I attended leo Casey for injury to his eyes where
broken glass got'intn‘thém. He was teken afterwards to
Sir Patrick's Dun Hospital, I attended Thomas Scully
for an injury fto one of hls hands which was torn by glass,
I algo put a small bandage on Charlie Murphy's finger,
and I remenber he asked me to put & small baﬁﬂaée so that
he could continue to use his gun,

gome time during the week, I remember packing
material supplies on to a stretcher which was ’oe': be
aarrieﬂ.l on to the rallway line, aes we hsd been told that
a bayonet charge would teke place from Beggers Bush
Bavrracks, I do not know whether I got information myself
from a civilian, or whether we got orders from the
Commandanit's headgquarters., I remember that ILeoc Casey had

& white bandage on his eyes when we went up the line.
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It was dark at the time and somebody put something black
over the white bandage. '
&fter we had been on the line for some time the
commendant told me he would like a cup of teét.
I found then that II had no gun.  Charlie Muf*ph:,r gave
me one and I went back to the dispensary to get the
tea ready,. !i
Some time during the week I remeniber the
Commendant telling me fhat: the plan they wepe. fighting
on was only a supplementary plan which had been drawn
up by himself and James Gonnélly. "Had the original
plan been acted upon, he-said, '"we would not have hsen
in the city at all", I think I remenber him%aaying
that the Citizen army would havé had charge of ‘the cit;r.
He also said to me that O'Rahilly and himself 'were not
in favour of the Rising at that time; they :f.‘E!sl'I; that
1t would be better at a later date - in the a:lJ;.ltunm
when the harvest would be in. He also saild hle was
asked if he would teke a command, and he was then given
back his 0ld or own Battalion. '

Occasionally, on his way round, the Commandant
would come in and -git dovm and I would advise hi‘m to
have a rest, I remember the Commendant came d_own one
night after the 'pasa—wurdf' hadl been changed. He gave
the new pass-word but we would not let him in althouch
we knew who he was, because we did not know that the

pass-word had been changed.

Some people did not like the idesa of our wounded
being taken to §ir Patrick Dun's Hospital, but the

commandant said it was still within our lines and he was
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contemplating taking it over. It has been said that

we were not fired on from §ir Patrick Dun's Hospital,
but we were fired on from the .hospita-l.‘ “To :5 the begt of
my belief there were two shots fired, snd the': liate
Patrick Flanagan, afterwards Vice-Commandant of the
3rd Battalidn, fired one shot in return.

Before that, a prisoner named lackey had Dbeen
brought to me from where he had been detained iin the
bakery. He was a Cadet from the artillery Gol;sge,
Sandhurst, and he was in wniform., . Hs had bea_n with me
a day or so0 when we were fired at from Sir Patrick
Dun's Hospital., The Commandant mede out a doéument to
notify the public that the British were using hospltels
for militery purposes, and that if they continued to do
80 he would have no alternative but to shoot the
prigoner, That document was signed.by the Commandant
himself, by the prisomer, and by me. I understood that
the document was t0 be gent t0 the G, P. 0, to ‘be!printed,
for the purpose of having it read out in the ohirches.
Az well as I remember, the man gppointed to talcé the
document was Jack Murphy. He was a brother of ::
Richard Murphy who was killed in Clanwilligm House,

He was a cyelist and a[ digpateh rider, I remember him
standing in the hall waiting to be given the document,
but whether it ever arrived at its destination or not

I could not say. The prisoner turned to me and 'said,
"Do you think he will do it?", and I think I madet the
reply, "Ft all depends upon your peﬁblé“.

During the week the Reverend Father Iniciylahonlof
Westland Row ceme in t0 hear our confessions. He came
by Fire Brigade ambulance and I remember talking ﬁ,o two
of the firemen who were wearing brass helmets at tlhe time,
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I asked one of the firemen how things were in the city,

and he told me things were very bhad, that thle English
were gll over the place. I sald, "fe are done", and
Simon Domnelly, who was near me, said, ‘chn"t say that",
That muat have been late in the week, I ﬁ:‘lifﬂi that is

a1l that occurred until the Sunday morning.

On Sunday morning a lady came to the railings at
GFaand Canal JStreet Dispensary. ghe geked for the
Commandent. I d1d not know who she was and I asked her
her business and she said she had & message from
Commandant FPearse, The Commandant was in ti:e
digpensery at the time having a wash, and when the lady
was brought to the (larence Street side, where there was
& gateway belonging to the dispensary, aaa. digtlnet from
Bolandg, the Commendant put a towel round hig neck and
went out to meet her, I @&id not heer their c.unversa-tion.
Somebody sald she came back & second time, but I saw heﬁ

on the one occasion only.

I do not know how the decision to surrender was
errived at, or how things happened. Jomebody said there
was a council of officers held, but I was not at the
council and I do not know. I do know that the
commandent sald to me, "Byrne, we are sbout %0 surrender
and you will have to caﬁ;a out with me, Tou wi.:'.l.l need
something that lodks like a £lag". Those may not have
been his exact words, but they were to that effect.

I tore a piece of material and it was: tied on t0 a short
plece of stick, either an umbrells stick or a walking
gtick. The cloth was eilther a plece of a sheet or gz
plece of a tablecloth out of Dr, Healy's house, but

I think it was a sheet. We were in & room in tﬁe

basement at the time.
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15.

After the Commandant told me we were going to
surrender I passed gome remark to him, and he Said

"I know what is going to happen to me, but I will do my

We had the prisoner Mackey still with us, and the

Commandant told me tc tell him that we were gbout to leave,

or gbout to surrender, I forget which., Ie told me I was

t0 give the prisoner the chcic& of staying in the
&ispensary or coming with ue, Mackey elected ¢c come with
us, meking the explanation that if he were to %tay there
and his own people were to come, they might ﬁreﬁt him as
a traitor. I remember gi%ing him & brush o h%ush his
clothes: because he was a bit untidy and I also #ave him &
towel and soap to wash himself, S

.

fWhen we were ready to leave the diapensaryﬁwa
proceeded to the hellway. - The barricade had b?an_remuwad
from the hall-door by this time, Ve came out the hall-door
of the dispensary, down the front steps into Grand Canal
gtreet snd crossed the rngd int®d §ir Patrick Du%'s
Hospital. Three of us Want‘cut;'the”commandéni; the
prisoner and myself, and I was carrying the whi%e flag,

I forget exactly who we met in the first instance, -but

I do remenber g gentleman in British officer's:ﬁniﬂbrm
coming along, and the Commendant speaking to him. What
the Commandant sald to "him I do not know, but I heard the

officer say, "I heard gbout this but I have nothing to
. |

~

do with it. Come this way",

-

aAs well as I remember we were brought through a
ecorrldor and out on to the steps of a house in Lower
Mount §treet, I locked at the place afterwerds and

I belleve it was 2 Nurges' Home in Lower Mount Etreet;
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hen we arrived on the steps we stood and the officer
elther waved his hand or called out, and anoi;her officer
with s revolver hanging &m his hand, ceme ruﬁning up from
the direction of Mount Jtreet Dridge. The officer who
had brought us there spoke to the second officer, who
said something to the Commandant. I do not 11:nmv what was
sald between them, but our Commandant was teken awaey.
That left the prisoner and myself on the stapé. The
prisoner stepped down Off thib gteps on to the fuoti::ath;
end after the Coumendant hed beeh teken away the British
officer with the revolver came back and asked the
prisoner about himself, He to0ld the ufficar-ﬁhc he was
end was then teken away. Then the same officer came
back and said to me, "Ghere sre your men?", but I-do not
remember if I made him ‘any reply. Ee brought ;:mfi dovm
along Mount $treet and told me to march our men into
tyon" gireet - meaning Grattan Street. o

To the ‘bes’t of my recollection, there was a.
barricade scross the top of Grattan Street at tﬁa time, and
there was aspace made in the side of the barricade
hearest the house on the corner of Grattan Street and
Tower Wount Street which was known as the Grattan Hotel
&t the time, I went through that space in the barricade,,
down Grattan Street and beck into the bekery, I do not
remember how I got badk into the bekery, whether 'I got
back through the dispensary or through Bolandas' g%éta
in Glerence Street, but I think I went through the

dispensary. ' . ' o

Then I got into the bakery I believe I met -

.Captainl Joe O'Comnnor of "a' Company. Somsbody there

dsked me where the Commasndant was and I sald he was out

in Mount Street. I do not remernber wno asked me,
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I told Qaptain U‘L‘:Dnnor what waa to be done, ’L‘he :
men had been withdrewn from the outposts and were all’
assembled in the bakery when .I arrived there, ': We all
merched out into Grattan Streét where we were i!hal'tedq-

I was still carrying the white flag. At a s‘j:_gnal the men
were ordered to ;ground arms. I think the signal was the
waving of a handkerchief, becuase I G0 not remember a
whistle being blown., I saw some of our men dig their
heels into their rifles and throw them on the ground,
other men fried to break their rifles off the ground,

W were then marched into HMount Street with our hands ups
When we arrived in Mount Street all the men were seafched

and their equipment was tgken from them there, '

T had a haveraack; a belt and two pouches, and
I think it was the Sergeant was goling to take them from me
vhen the officer said to0 him, "Leave that man his kit". |
Turning to me he said, "You have no arms?", and:.I said
I had not. ) - .

aAfter the men had been searched they were formed into
fours and I was brought up t0 the front, still carrying
the white flaé. The Britigh officer cgme to me and said,
"He are going to Ballsbridge, you know where that ia?'.
ife then moved off. I was in front, the Sergeanlf; was
behind me, and Commandant de Valera at the head Of the
gerrison; we proceeded in thdat order to the R, D.S..
Grounds, Ballsbridge, | II

When we arrived at Ballsbridge, we all had t0 turn
out our: pockets, and cigarettes and everything were tsken
from use, I do not know who took .the flag from me, e

were put into horse stalls,
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After sometime in Ballgbridge we were inforined
that the Commandant had been shot, and that tﬁey were

shooting all {he leaders as they brought them in.

After being put into the horse stalls I ﬁas-sitting
on the straw along with some other men when somebpody said
that three British officers were locking in af'us, Out of
curiosity I stood up and one of the officers aaid, "There
he is", I was then beckoned out, The door %as~aﬁéqed
and when I came out one of the three officers had my
white flag. He told me that some of our men had not giwven
in, that they had no chance and that it was hopeless for
them to hold out. The officers asked me if I would be
eble to do anything with the men and I said I would try.
One of them told me to guldcwn this road, pointing to a
place which I believe is Serpentine Avenus, ﬂ@pésite the
Show Girounds, He handed me the flag, and I went across
the road and down Serpentine Avenue. I met a British
Army Captain, a rather stout man, and hé-broughtlms down

to a house. file were accompanied by two British goldiers,

one of whom was wearing a canvas bag or pouch in which he

had hand-grenades.

There was some furniture in the garden outside the

:hnuae I was brought to, and an old lady was sitting in a

- chair in the gaerden. I was told to go into the house

and when I hesitated to go the two soldiers were sent with
me . In the housge there was a landing window, ffdm which
the glass had been removed. I shouted, whistled and éalled
out through this window, but got no reply. I came out
again and told the officer that I had got no reply.

He wanted me t0 go down to anothér house snd I refused to go.

He seid, "Very well",

- -
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I came back Serpentine a:u_*enue- by m;raelf » across the
road, and into the Show Grounds, I met the three
officers again and they'aakeﬂi-me d@id I hear or see anything.
I told them I 4id not, They made some reply, "Hard luck"

or something like that. ' v

& Britigh officer asked me had we got anything to
eat and I t0ld him we had nothing except water and
bigeults. ﬁe said to me, "I'll get some tea, becsause

the same blood is in my veins as is in yours!.  One of

. the soldiers told us that this officer had paid for the

tea out of his own pooket, T never heard this officer's
name, Jim Grace was brought in to us in Ballsbridge.
I took him into the stall where I was. He was very

upset and in a very agitated state,

After spending some time in Ballsbridge Wwe were
taken to Richmond Barracks, where we spent a nuiber of
days and left on Friday, e arrived at wakefrield Jail
on %aturday, 6th HNay. I do not know how long: me were
kept in Wakefleld, but I know that frmn iﬁakefielﬁ. We were
sent to Frongoch. My nuber in Wekefield was 52 B, 3,

Prom Prongoch we were brought in baiches t@
Wendsworth Prison to appear before the Sankey Comnissiond
Before golng into the Comnmisgion we saw a aolic-itpr named
IeDonnell rrm;t Manchester, Hls purpose was %o aﬂ.‘lgrise us
as to what attitude we should teke up when we *Emuld go
before the Conmisslon. On the Commission was one
Irish M P, , I think Mooney was his name but I am ﬁot sure,

During the interview by the Commission I was asked
did I expect to get back, or when did I expect to ést back,
when I went out on Easter Sunday or Honday morning,
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T gave the answer which I had been advised by
Mr. HeDommell to give -~ that any time m‘; went,
out we did not know when we would get back, that

we were always prepared.

From Wandsworth we were brought back .t0

Frongoch. I was released from Frongoch either at

the end of July or early in August, 1916,
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