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Mrs. OfHanrahan O'Reilly,
I2, Northumberland Avenue, Dunlaoghaire,

The raid I deseribed in my statement as being yhe
worst we ever had tock place in August I920. I ecan place
it by the fact-tnat my mother and my aister Cis were at
Skerries at.the time and Harry was on the run; t was
while they were there and a very short time after the raid
on cur house that the burning of Balbriggan took place and
they were dreading a visit from the Black and Tans in
Skerries too. I got on the'phone to the Grand Hotel which
was im touch with my sister, When she came to the phone
I told her all about the raid, On thinking over tﬁe
raid afterwards, we came to the conclusion that what the
military were looking for was not men on the run, but
some thing definite in the form of a document or a plece of
Paper of some sort, because they examined minutely every
article in every room of the house including the shop.
They looked at the seams of the froeks, cpened the boxes
of cut plug, notepaper, and broke up the cigarettes and in
fact apything where a piece of paper might be concealed.
They pulled the bicycles to pieces, examined our handbags,
took the piano asunder, turned up the carpets and searched

every bit of the beds.

I should have mentioned that this raid took plaeé on
the night of the day that the post office clerk whom T
referred to in my previous statement as supplying information
hed brought to the house a code message that had been sent
through her post office in Phibshoro to all the police
barracks in Ireland.
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We had promised her that in no circumstances would
we ﬂ.q'éulge her name. It was on that understanding she
gave us the information, also she insisted that the ecode
message which was in her_hanﬂwriting ghould te cnpieq by
nnelof us andthe paper returned to her, I copied it
and my'sister MLire copled it and later in the day Greg
Murphy who was constantly coming fﬁr.hsssages, copied it
and brought it to Mick Collins, I know that bacﬁhse he
returned twice that e?enins, the second time about 9o0'clock
to say that Mick wanted to know who had sup%lied the
information. We asked him was 1t important anﬁ were
they acting on it. "Most important, but Mick wants to
know where you got iﬁ-frum?" We said we could not tell
him, He said with-a 1augh; ﬁsdppuse if was an order?t

We said "Order or otherwise, we are not telling®,

It ﬁuﬂt have been about I2 or I2.30 that night when
th% first raid occurred., We were only just in bed and
I rushed to the window and asked the soldliers,who had
arrivéd in armoured cars, to wait until we dressed,
*They said they would blow in the door if we did not open
ét once? This lot continued to search for an hour or so,
whan;anothér 1ot came up in armoured cars alsc and rang
at the door. I thought at first when T heard the ring
“it was some of our boys coming and that they would be
caught in a trap, so I made to go to the door, hﬁt the
officer who was attending to me #opped me and went
himself, I was at the diningsroom door and heard him
talking to them. ™When did you get wordf, "Only this
minute, we were 1n.bed“{ It was obvious tﬁat they had
bsem rushed out _uf bed; their tunies were open and their
Tubber—soled shoes were not fastened. The officer told

them to use their flash lamps, but they said they had not

had time to charge them.
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They joipned in the search of the house aﬁ& left no
spot that they did not give attention to. This went on as
I said until 6 o'clock, I found out afterwards that the
whole area was held up and that people such as reporters
and early morning workers were not allowed to pass.
Blacquiere Bridge was guarded and a tank stationed at it.
and at some other polnt. There were five or six
armoured cars on the streets and the whole ne ighbourhood

was in excitement,

We frequently discussed this raid and we often
thougﬁt there must have heen somﬂ-léakage at headquafters
"when the 1nfofmatian about this document was so quickly
known to the Castle,

] We were not as a rule told to whom the despatches
left at our house were delivered, but we knew that this
information was brought to Mick @ollins from the fact that
Greg Murphy told us that Mick had ordered us.té disclose
the source from which we got it. I don't know why he
wanted it, unless perhaps, he wanted to utilise this
contact to get more information on other ma tters:. Begldes
Greg Murphy other couriers came to collect stuff but they
did not tell us to whom they were bringing it. To tell
the truth we never bothered to inquire; we weré.only
anxious to perform the tasks allotted to us. The name
of Eamonn Duggan was not.mentioned as a person raceiving

these despatches,

The document that I said previously was delivered to
us for safe keeping by Diarmuid O'Hegarty was in a large
sealed envelope. It must have been given to us early in
I9I7 as we were not very long in the shop in N.C.Rd. when

he brought it and we went there in November ISIS. Evidently
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1t was very important, as Diarmuid was very nervy about
it and said it would involve the lives of other persons
as well as our/g.vi"nfqund wlith ué_. We had always been
told that we were to destroy any inériminating documents
we had if we were threatened with a raid, so I asked him
cculd:we do so in tha case o1 this one, He said ﬁo but
we must keep 1t very safely. So we were wondering why
they were not taking it away and very uneasy lest it
should be discovered in one of the freguent raids on
the house, soat last we asked Greg Murphy, He was
very surprised when he hard we had that document and said
they had been looking for it everywhere, He took it
away but I don't know to whom he gave it,

I remember that a man called Tracy brought
information from Broy. When he came firat we aid not
like the look of him and we did not think he was to
be trusted. We never, however, had any justification
for our suspicions &ﬁd we never heard that he dig
anything against us or the Volunteers. But he-did
not impress us very ravcurhbly. I do not remember that
We copied &ny messages he brought. Jome of them were
verbal. On one occasion he brought a short verbal
message 'to-night was the night' and the leading
Volunteers were not to aleép in their houses that night
or they would be arrested but ﬁa were told tﬁat Mick
Collins said, when the message was given him, that he had
better information and that the raid would not take
Flace that night. Hh.asked whom did we get the

information from but we would not tell him, We were



he was not 1
| n them, he was somewhere
on at the raid, nea#by e
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