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6 Churchill Terrace, Ballabri Imblin,

I was always interested in the National movement.

I remember going to William Rooney's funeral when I was

only a young fellow. I believe that at one time he attended

the same sachool that I attended in Marino. We used to get |
all the National papers, "United Irishmen"™ and others, and
we wore badges during the Boer War, but I was more
interested in the soccer crowd, I was secretary of &

football team.

1 was very much on the Labour side in the 1913 strike,
1 joined the Soclalist Party of Ireland, of which James
Connolly and William O'Brien were msmberg. The.first time
I heard the Soldiers Scng was at a celebration held by the
Socialist Party, when Monty Comerford sang it. William
0'Brien's brother was a high up Volunteer officer. A man
who lived in Ringsend was a member. He was a carpeﬁfer

and I think his name was Browne. He was in Jacobs in

Easter Week, 1916, with me.

IWe felt all along that there was Baméthing coming off.

I was in touch with lots of people, the Twomeys and others.
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A Tew years before the Rising I was in the Engineering
Department of the Post Office over Manfields in 0'Connell
étreet, which was held in 1915 by Oscar Traynor and
others. Thrqugh my work there I got to know Dick
Mulecshy, who wae in the Engineering Department of the

Post Office in Aldborough House,

Coming up to about three weeks on'a.mmnth before the
Rising I felt that something waes coming ?ff soon, and
when I met Dick Mulcahy one day in the National Library.

I said to him, “I'}l Jjein the Irish Giti#en Army". He
aaid, "Join my Company", I suppose because I had been a£
some of the drills of his Company at 25 ﬁarnell Sguare in
the Gaelic League hall. I said, "I'm more in favour of .
the Citizen Army, but wouldn't the senasible thing be for
me fu join the nearest Company"™, and I went down to tiﬂ
Father Mathew Park and joined "B" Company of the 2nd
Battalion, I went and drilled there a few times, and
the worst assignment I had was one day I was doing .
recruits drill and my foctbali team was playlng in the

next field. At half-time all the boys congregated on

the ditch between the two fields and moade a laugh of me.

Before the Rising young Billings came to me with the
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mobilisation order for Easter Sunday. He came back and
countermanded it and told me tq keep myself in readiness.
He told me to leave word at home where ; could be found
1f.I went out. I went into town and went to an
exhibition of pictures, in the Royal Hibernian Aqaﬂemy;

I was the lsset man to leave the exhibitiun. I returned
home from the exhibition and I was mobilised next morning

by young Billings again for St. Stephen's Green.

I went to St. Stephen's Green and found some people
1 kpew there, We lined up at the Harcourt Street end
of Stephen's Green. I still hold that I saw James
Gonnolly merching down Stephen's Green at the head of the
GCitizen Army. Most people ﬁiaagree'with me and say he
was not there, but if I am wrong it 1altha greatest
hallucination I ever had. Most people think that
Cannlly marched direct to the G.P.0. The maln body
of the Citizen Army were_not in the G.P.0., only a few
of them were there. Apart from what I saw, it ie
reasonable to think that Connolly would have been with
the main body of his men in the Green, and then would

have gone down to the G.P.0. ag the Commandant General.

Ve got orders to march off. * While we were lined
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up I saw John R. Reynolde, Percy's father, who was in the
I.R.B., coming up the pathway along with Ha;or MacBride.
They shook hands, and John R.'Reynoida turned back towards:
Grafton Street to go to the G.P.C., but I do not know

where MacBride went to. I spoke to him afterwards in

Jacobs.,

We moved off round one of the side ntreéta, Cuffe
Streét I think, into Longford Street off Whitefriars
Street and around past the side door of Jacobs, where I
saw our pesople breaking in the door. We marched straight’
on into Fumbally lLane to Usshers Malt-=house. There Tom
Hunt;r, the Commandant, told us to break out the windows.
We were upstairse in the top loft. Then he 1lined us up
and told us we wgrn nodlnngnr members of the Irish

Volunteers but were members of the Irish Republican Army.

Shortly afterwards Dick McKee came along and told
me he wanted me to be his orderly. I waé his orderly
until we went to New Street and inspected the barricade
at Clanbrassil Street and New Street, We inspected a
barricade at the head of Fumbally Lane and I parted then
with Dick McKee - I forget exactly when, We took

several police and plain-clothes men prisoners, and I was

in charge of them for a while. Jack Twomey was wWith me
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and we brought our prisoners back to Jacobs when it was
getting duek in the evening. The women around the
Coombe were in a te?rihla staia, they wafe lika Frenﬁh
revolution furies and were Fhrowing their arms rnuﬁd
tﬂe police, hugging and kissiﬁg them, much to the disgust
of the police. I got a few kicks and I think Twomey got

some to0o, but somebody fired a shot to clear them off and

they went away.

We got into Jacobsa. Monty Comerford was holding
the gate, I remember Maire Ni 5h1uthlaiéh, now Mrs.

famon Frice, wae handing round tea 1nside.-
! .

In Jacobs there were a few alarume and excursions.
We were to get ready to. repel attacks once or twice, but
thgy never came off. I was sent out tc commandeer
potatoes with another chap, We got the potatoes and got

a couple of corner boys to carry them in.

The only time I was in the firing was when ] was

on the top floor of Jaccobs, where they had a rest-room

'ané library, with a glass roof and gless windows. A

bullet came through, I would say it came from the direction

of Patrick's Park. I was mostly on the ground floor and
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only went up to the library to look for a buokf We
explored the different places and found a lot of
erystallized fruit.and tons of chocolate at the top of
the house and we gorged ﬂurselve;, We ﬁere well off as
regards that‘kind of focd, but we would have given a loi

" for an ordinary plece of bread.

411 during the week rumours were faét and furious -
that the Germans had landed in the South and were marching
on Dablin and so on, Thg days were all mixed up because
we had got very little sleep and we did not know one day
from another, but one dsy tuwards the end of the week
Peadar Kearney, who wrote "The Snlﬂ%ers Song", told me
there wﬁﬁ no ﬁruth in these rumours. He said to me,
fnnn't mind it. Itfs all a cod. There was no landing

or anything like that at &ll",

They wanted reinforcements in the College of Surgeons

and Jack Twomey and some of the others went down there,

The word of the surrender came ag 8 bit of a surprise
and a shock on Sunday morning. . Two priests, Franclscans,
‘came 1n some time during the afternoon, I think, and

there was terrible confusion, men crying and breaking
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their rifles. Tomds MacDonagh made a short sensible
speech, he was vﬂr:,r.cool'z.a.nd_ve;'y much to .the point.
Some of the lads asked MacBride what they should do,
B8houid they try to escape or should they remain there,
and he aai.d "Li_hartjr is a swe;at thing. If it eier
Eappana &gain, take my advice and don't geét inside four
walls®, | As MacDonagh made the point that it would be
& kind of desertion of the leaders mot to :iurrandeltr in
force, I said that as I came out umnder orders I would do

vhatever I was ordersd to do.

We were marched past the Adelaide Hospital; the
doctors and nurses wers all looking at us through the
wiﬁdowa, We were marched to Bride Street and lined up with
nluz: backs tg Chancery lane, across the str&cjrt in Buli Al.ley
Road, Bamon Ceannt and his men were lined up there. The
British told m to discard all our military eﬁuipmsnt. Sonms
of the men were 1af'l;-with their haversacks, but tﬁay took
my haversack and everything else from me. . We were
marched up Bride Street, through the Corn mrke‘b—. The
British facldiera wer'a prei;andin_g to shoot at the windows

and telling the people to shut them.

We were marched to Richmond barracks. At the pgatesn



B
we met a crowd of scldiers' wives and we got a very bad
reception from them.

Y
!

When we arrived at Richmond ﬁgrracks we were shoved
into a barrack room. i remeniber & chap.c&lled Kelly from
Liverpool sang, and we had a euupletnf'snngs. Haaﬂnnagh-
took off his big militery cloak with the brass buttons
of the Volunteers and gave it to MacBride. It_WEa a

very cold night,

Next morning we were brought out and paraded in the
barrack square - I do not know for what. We were kept
there for half an hour or maybe an hour, and shoved back
into a different barrack room. HaéBride, Hﬂcnnﬁagh
and Hanrahan were not put into thié other room with us.

We were there for one or two nights.

Qut at the back there was a big square with grass
on it, and I remember either the first or the second
morning seeing Padraig Pearse, cleanly shaved and bfuahed

and loocking ten feet high, with a huge guard around him,

That was the last I saw of him.

On elither the first or the second morning we were

brought into the gymnasium and put up against a wall.
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Thﬁra was a good space left in front ;f the wall opnosite.
G-men and guards with fixed bayonets came in apd picked
out E;Jme of the men. The two Cosgraves, Phil and
William, were in front of me and they were picked nu‘t.l

Con Colbert, Tom Hunter end others were picked out, and,

much te our amusement, Dick Davis was picked out.

‘?Jha:q we were on our way out from the gymnaaium we
were interrogated by G-men. At the turnstile they took
our -pames and addresses and asked us what we were,

-When I told the G-men that I .was working in the Enginae:.;ing
'napartmant of the Post Office I thought they were going

to hold me up, but they let me go.

Before our interrogation we had to throw all gur
valuables into a bath. The man in charge of the guards
overlooking the taking of our valuables vtm.u a temporary
adjutant in Porfobello Barrgclrs, & Jew whom I knew wery
well., He was one of the Barrons, the fmnit&a people.

I am sure hﬂ. knew me well, beeat.ase_ I saved him one time from
a bﬂ&t{ng in the football grounds in Inchicore. They

took everything I had, including my wallet and an

Americar hundre d-dnli&r will,
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We were marched off to get the boat at the North
Wall. We went past the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, and
we started singing marching songs, "Eileen oge" and others.
One of the British officers cam& and told us that if we
did not stop singing ﬁe would order his men tq shoot.

As we were going along Ormond qﬁay there was a 1little
wizened man sitting on aome steps and the officer gave
orders to shove him into the ;rnwd of Volunteers. This

man turned out toc be a Russlan sailer off a Russian boat,

and he was s&ﬁt to Knuteford.

We were marched into the L,M.5. station at the North
Wall. There was a tunnel under the roadway to get on to
‘the boat, and when we came up the tunnel they had are-

lamps shining on our faces. At the top of the gangway
was an English officer named Bruen whom I knew wéii. I
. often had s drink with him, He was in fhe Connaught
Rangerg. He said to me, "I know you. Where did I meet

you?" "In Nagle's public-house™ I told him, and he

shoved me on.

We got to Holyhead, and I remember some of the

British military were inclined to be friendly but their

comrades got on to them, We got on to a train at
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Holyhead. We got two consignments of bully-beef but
had no way of opening them, and we spent the time on the
train between sleeping and trying to open the tins of

beef without the means of doing so.

We got to Knutsford early in the mnrﬁing. WF
realised it was a lovely town, but the jail did not look
s0 good,. We were put into cells. Johnny Rooney, who
wae from Swords, waes next to me, and Jimmy Sheils was
in the next cell to me. I wanted a sleep and threw
mwseir down on the floor. I was there for about half
an hour when a soldier came in, put me up and told me

I could not go to bed until eight o'clock that night.

There was not very much happening in Knuteford
except the usual prison routine. We were badly off
in this respect = we were nobody's children, we were
neither prisoners of war nor convicts and they did not
know what to do with us or how to feed us. We could
ﬁot blame the Commandant of the prison for this, who was

a2 rather decent chap. I used to read his stories over

and over again, he wrote stories for "The Boys' Own Paper".

The worst thing that happened was when they took the

bible and préYer-book, as well as some other religilous
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tracts from my cell., They were a terrible loss,

All I had for a blanket was a strip of coconut
matting, and I used to take off-my boots and use them as
a pillnw;. I_usud to stand on the matting and roll it
around me. I suffered terribly from the cold, and lost
the uee of my right foot for nearly a week, We used
to get from three-quariers of an houf to an hour's
exercise every day. Some 0: the fellows were & bit
verminous from lying around the oveng in Jacobe and the
authorities took our clothes and fumigated them; I got
g pair of military hospital pants and a coat,'whinh were
much too small for me. I believe I was a grand-looking

spectacle.

After about six weeks in Knutsford we were allowed
to mix with and talk teo each otﬂer. We were allowed to
get parcels and receive visitors. That is where I met
my wife. She was teaching in uanehéaﬁér-at the tima, and
she and some others there were great. They organised
and collected money from thelir English friends and brought
us food and other things. I met her in the grounds of

Knuteford jail.

. Walter Carpenter, secretary of the Socialist Party,
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came over. His two sons had been iq the Rising and they
were.in EKnutsford. ‘Dan MeCarthy, who was wounded in the
Union and had been releasedlfrom the Caetle Hospital,
came later, Dick Mulcahy, Seamus.uurphy, Dinny

MeCullough, FPhil Shaneghan, Dick MeKee and others were

also in EKnutaford jail.

Things were not so bad when we got the extra food

and were mllowed talk to each other. ¥

Alfie ﬁyrne. then an M.P., came to visit us in
Knutsford. He and I haﬁ been friends earlier, but when
he was starting to be a politician we had a terrible row
over the Osborne judgment, ﬁ Traﬂe; Union case in England,
and we were never friends afterwards. He offered me a
packet of eigarettes in Knutsford, but I tpld him to give

it to sc-and-so. He did not get a very good reception,

We were brought to London to be examined by the
Sankey Gammiaﬁ;on. We went to Wandsworth Prison. In
Wandaworth most of us were on the ground floor, and
above us on the saconﬁ floor on the opposite side were
militéry priacnera. mostly Australians. When e map is

in jail for a little while he gets very compassionate for
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the fellows coming next, The windows opened on & slide
and there was a steel groove for the thing to sllde into,
and we used to press clgarette butte along this groove

for the fellows coming next.

Anlﬁustralian used to come in to me with my rations
and he used to ask me what I had got, I offered him
cigarettes, but he said, YNo, -give me a bit of butier",

All the Australians wanted butter. !

We drove through lLondon, which I knew very well, on
the tops of buses. and some of the boys took the chance
of leaving letters on the seats. Most of these letters

were delivered.

On our way back the station at Paddington was
packeﬂ"with people. Cur train was there and we were
bundled into it, After about half an hour the train
started with a guard at every door. A great big
well-reﬁ, prosperous looking Englishman came along and
gaid, "I don't want to wish anybody any harm, but I hope
that the train piles up and kills the whole lot. of you".

The Tommies said, "Go away, you big, fat so-and-so.

These men fought at least”.
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On our way back we had the lLondorn=-Scottish as
our guard, and they were very decent, They posted

letiters for some of the boys.

In frﬁngodh there was a Colonel who was christened
®"Buckshot™ because he told us the guards wef& loaded with
buckshot, that the wires were all electrified and not %o
attempt to escape, The Sergt. Major was christened
fJack-knives® because he used to .ask us if we had any
letters o% papers or jacke-knives;- "You had better give
them up because I will only tear them up®, He was a

decent scout in his own way.

It was terrible in Frongoch at the start, There
were aﬁouﬂ I,I00 men in the South_cam%! and in the room
where I was, No. 3 rocm, We were heads and tails.h There
was no space hetmaqn us, and the atmosphere at mnight
was shocking, even though we kept the windows apeﬁ.

Some of the lads wanted the windews clos ed, but we.

" broke the glass,

Ginger O'Connell was in owr room too. TFor a man

who had experience he was one of the worst disciplinmarians

a

I met. He did mot know how to manage our fellows, and

when he was up in Londen Professor Liam o'Briain-nf
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Galway was worse. A ;nt of our boye were pretiy unruly.
J.K. 0'Reilly was an old man who had four sonﬁ, as well
aa himgelf, out in.the Rising. There ﬁas a crowd of
boys along tﬁe wall where he slept. They were great
bilg young colts from the West of Ireland, and they used
to play tricks when it was time to go to bed. J.K,
O'Rellly could not sleep on sccount of them, and he
called them all the names he could tﬁink of. He had

beautiful virile vecabulary.

When we went to the South Camp Seamus Kavanagh was.
the commandant. He wae one of the Flianna boys and was
in the 26th Battalion. He was not in favour with the:
majority of the men, but had been made commandant by
the British authorities. Joe ﬂonnolir, Sean Conﬁﬂily's

brother, was second in command.

When the releases started the numbers in the rooms
were thinned out and things were not so bad. It was a
bit of 8 strain when they used read out the names of

those to be released,

Myself and a chap from Skerries called Joe Derham

were delegated to the post office, as well as Mlck
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Brennan. Johnny Faller, from Galway, and another chap
from Kilkenny whose name I forget - he died on hunger-
strike afterwards, and another man callied ﬁamon.Barry, I

think he died on hunger-strike afterwards too.

When the releases were finiahed1the whole lot of
us were sent up to the Hor&h Camp. It was pretty bad
in the winter with flooding, as the camp was on a hill
and they had to dig ditches to take the Werr and the-

men used to get hurt falling into the ditches at night.

Faller was a very cute kind of lad. Thetcensors
were very decent about religioué artiéles coming in,
When anything religious came in, they would let us have
it at once without locking at it. A lot of the boys
from the West of Ireland thought the South Camp was
haunted, because there were thick 3" or L" gun-metal
pipes for heating, and with expending .and contracting
they clanked. The boys got in bottles of holy water,
and Faller got word out arranging to get in a bottle of
poteen labelled holy water. I did not get any of the
poteen that ceme in, but some of the lads who got it

fell into tﬁﬂ diteh and haed to be extricated afterwards.
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The hut leaders, Dick Cotter, Geartid o'sullivan and
| I think Dﬁcklmilcahy and ichael Cnllin; were all segregated
in a hut for a few déya and thgy played bridge 21l the tiﬂﬁ.i
They got an; of the guar@s to walk fﬂui'nﬂlaa to Bala
and foqr miles back, for a bottle: of wﬁiakey,-iﬂaok_and
White.  They gava him four ahiliinga and'tha*whiskay

coet 3/6., so he walked aight miles for sixpence.

There waa.an old pri?ate,wﬁn-ig eivil 1life was a %ﬁ?f.
of Police in Manchester, in charge of the poat ﬁffiéa.
The parcels came into the-ﬁnat office where we sorted ghem,
and &8s each man came in for his parcel it had tﬁ be ocpened
in front of the cenﬁﬁr. Thia old private was of a bettser
clags than most of the men. His.ﬁife ;nd faﬁily wWere
living ir Bzla, He said he could not understand bhow I
was mixed up with the crowd in the Camp,; because I knew a
lot of the racing people and he 3naw'them.all.ﬁ He was
unbribable as regarxds offering him monsy, but if I gave
him a piefé of plug tahacéo and a élay p;pa he would let
me do“anything. if I offered him £I helwould have me

arrested, 'but he wanted the tobacco amd the elay pipe.’

Mick Staines was Commandant afterwards in the Seuth
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Camp. There had been German prisoners in the Camp
hefuré we arrived and there was pnly one of them left; 1
This poor German was dying of cqnéumptian in an isolation
hut, He'died afterwards. Several of the Germans
were buried in a little cemetery at the top of the North

Camp. The only English this German_knew was swear

words which the British soldiers used to him.

The British authorities started looking for Engliah
chaps, from #ondnn and Livégpoul, who *era wanted for
military service. Waf& went round tﬁe Camp that we were
to refuse to anawer to the namﬂa.'but éoma ufltha mern
d1d anewer. I was-in Mick Colline's hut at this time,
"All the men who did not answer to the names wﬁra marched
back to the South Camp and we were not nllniad‘recaiva
letters or parcels or anything else. It wae a‘kind-uf

a strike,

The people of Manchester and Dublin had made great
provision for us for Ghristﬁsa, but ;urd came that we
were to be released on Ghris#maa Eve; It was & te;rihla
night; we were kept out for about an_hour in the ice

and snow and sleet and-were absolutely frozen. When

we got to the train we were well off because we werel
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put into a first-class carriage which was beautifully
heated. Some of the boys, including Denis Daly, had
whigskey and gin sent to them during the period they
were in prison. This h;ﬁ been selzed by the censor
but it'had been given to them wheq they were réleaaeﬂ.
In our cﬁfriage we were supposed to have a big bn%tle

L
of whiskey, but when we- opened it on the train there wase
only water in thel bottle. Eoniebndy' had been at the

bottle before us, taken the whiskey and put in water

instead.

I wanted to go to America, -I wag in Liverpool
and tried several times to get to America, but I was
blocked once on account of my eyes snd another time I
Was gning-to be signed on for the "Cedric"™, but the
men who had been on the ship for the previous trip

came alcng'and I was blocked again,

Neil Kerr was in Frongoch and Knutsford with us.
He was a fireman on the boats and brought in an automatic
from the States. He éas showing it to somebody when
it went off and he ﬁaa_accddenxally shot. His father

was sent to Jjail for trying to set fire to a warehouse,

but he was released when the Truce came and got a job
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for the cu.a'l:'.nn:s, inspecting boats on the Quays.
I did not mucceed in getting tc America,

Afterwards I was Becretary of nw Circle of the
I.R.B., and a certain number of us were tcld not to

do any drilling or merching with the others. We were

& sort of a Labour crowd - Jokn Rooney, Joe Twomey,

Luke Kennedy, Comber, Mick .S8later and a few others,

That was from I9I8 onwards,

I was out of work for eight er nine months. II
did pot join the I.R.B. until I was releas?d ffom prison,
Peadar Kearney took me into his Circle, the O'Leary
Ciregle. I was SEgr_etary of that Circle later on,
I had a8 vory narrow escape one 'mrning,.a Sunday morning,
going to a meeting, I had all the names and
addresses of the members writter im an exerci se book
w:réa.pped in brown paper, I got the tram in Sandymount,
cutside the door, -and just =t Boland's Bridge the tram _
was held up by the Black gnd‘ Tana., There were only
two cor three people in the tr\am and I yu‘l;. the parcel
cgntaining the exercise book on the saat.. The Tans

Just came into the tram, walked up to the end and walked
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out again. I had all the names and addresses of the
members of the Circle in that "exercise book, and after
that experience I put down my foot and said I would
not have any names and addresses written doim, that
each man who'had meﬁ under him with whom he should keep
in touch should kesp thsir names and addresses in his

haa_td.

Before the Bisiné the iaat lcgg conversation I.
had with James Connolly was at the Wolfe Tone
QQmmhmﬁraticn in BaaenstQWB in 19I5. Wa sat on the
grass there and ate our lunch together. We had a long

qonversation.

That éas the year of the famous trip to Limerick.
I wag in thp carriage with Joe lawless coming home, and
there were two lads from Swords. Ehe-priéétﬁ did not
act very well that day. I remember coming down to
the giation and the crowd were tgrowing ﬁtoneg at us ,
calling us names and cheering £y the mi;itary. Some of
the priests were laughing at us, We %nt inte the
yard of the station, and there were & feyw stepa up to
th& door. There wasg a tough little chap whom ; Enew

well - he was in the Rising and in Frongoch afterwards -



—23-

and he got & blow of a stone on the side of the head.
He turhed, put a cartriﬂge.intn the Howth gun which he
was carrying and was going to let go on the crowd when
I caught hiﬁ, rirlehahﬁ all, and lifted him off the -
steps. it qulﬂ have been very serious if he had

fired on the crowd,

The military were supposed to be confined to
barracks that day, but some of them were out and they

were laughing at us.

I was at a m@eting in Westmoreland Street._aver
the "Irish Times", or next door, where we had rooms.
Mick Collins, Seédn T. 0'Kelly and Joe McGrath were at
that meeting. I had a 1of of experience of
electioneering work; 1 had been everything at
e;ectiang, I had been presiding officer, polling olerk,
a representative of the candidate and everything
except a candidate. I knew ail about electianééring
and I was selected to go to East Clare for de Valera's
election. I met Sedn Nunan next day for the first
time, I was introduced to him. I knew Dan McCarthy

very well, he was in charge of the dlaciicns, Four of us
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want'togethar to Clare and brought ﬁnns of ;it&;atura

with us. We wers heralded at every station by R.I.C..men.
We stopped in Dalys' of Limerick at mnight. The

four wez;e Seén Numan, Dan MoCarthy, Peadar Clancy and
myself. I do not know what was the idea behind it,

‘I considered it very mecabre, hu£ éhay told us next
morning that the bed in which Peadar clapcy ﬁad slept
tha.night héfore had been slept in, frnmﬁtimﬂ to time,

by'2l] the men who had been executed, It was a shocking

thing in view of what happanéd afterwards,

We opered the campaign for de ?alara.. J. K.
O'Reilly was with me at & place called Broadford, amd
from the top of an outeide car I sang "The Soldiert's

Song, it was the first time it was heard down there. !

Mick ILynch, Diarmuid Iynch's brother, from Cork
was there shortly afterwards. ©He had an Indien combination.
and wa toured the noﬁatituany. We WB;E fired on at one
place, probably by an R.I.C. man for it was a miniature
rifle bullet which went through the car, T£nre nare

L

plenty of alerums and excursions and some of the %towns reople
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were very hostile.

1

Mr. Paddy Lynch, whom I got to know very well and
wasg friendly with afterwards, was the candidate against

de Valera.,

Mick Collins came down to (lare a week or so
before the election and a2sked me what I thought of our
chances at the election. I told him we would win by

A}

two thousand votes, He would not believe me and said,

' "I have my lunch in the Dolphin Hotel every day and

1 can get all kinds of odds against us winning the
relactinn. Are you sure we'll wing", I said to him,
"I'm sure we'll win, and I'1ll go as rﬁr as %o say we
will win by two thu'usaﬁd?. He had a bet on with Sir

Patrick Shortall.

The day after thﬁ Qlactinn.?eidiﬂva from the 0l1d
Ground Hotel, Mick ﬁnllina: de vaiera end Corrigen,
who later became State Sulicitng? he was our solicitor
then, I was on the running board of the car. There
was & film of this shown in the Rotunda picturs-house

afterwards. " I went %0 see it but 1t had keen -taken

off the day before, I Was sorry I missed seeing it,
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There were two representatives f£or each ocandidate
and I was one of ﬂa; counters for de Valera, Fach vote
was taken out and the representatives agreed as to-ﬂhather
it was fer Lwﬁnh or for de Valera. I had got uzed to
kidding the cemsors in Frongoch, I uﬁad %o stéal things
from undsr their noses, and when the votes were being
countsd gftar the election I codded thém several times,
I would often take a Lynch vote and count it for de
Valera = any that would be a bit doubtful. | Michael Collins
waﬁ standing bghinﬂ me and said £& me, "You are a bally

ruffian®.

We were up in a room pretty high in the c§urthnuse,
There was & big wall surrounding the place, it was like
a pgiaan, with cancr;te outgida, Eha result of the
election was that de Valera won by three tﬁuuaand odd
votes, I ftook 2 cigarette packet from ny pocket apﬂ
wrote on the inside thét de ?aléra got s0 mary votes and
Lynch gof S0 many, and threw the panketlnut thg window,
Lynch tn;d m2 I should not have done ﬁhat. Soms man
dropped off t-hg wall outside and got the paper, El.’lﬁ

when we heard the cﬁaar uﬁtsida wo knew the cromd had -the

news,
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1 got a present of a Claddagh ring from the people

of Ennis. It was inscribed.

A couple of days afterwards I got an invitation
from the Fallers to come to Galway. I travelled from

Ennis to Galway with Larry Ginnell.

I had a narrow escape in Galway. French was
reviewing the troops in Galway. = I was wearing a Tri-
Colour bedge on my coat and was turning a corner from

one street to another when an o0ld lassie took out an ash

plant and made a swipe at my head.

We used to take awfu1_¢hanceu. ‘Ilhﬁve been in
Phil Shanahan's with three hr four ﬁthera.drinking at
our leisure at 12 u‘clqck at night. We would have our
backs to the door and we would hear the pollice and G-men
outside, Sometimes thelheaﬂa of the Army would be there

but they would be there on business. - Sometimes an

Auetralian fellow would come in, throw a .45 revolver on

the counter and put out his hand for a pound. That was

a recognised thing. The women used to steal rifles and

.45 revolvers and anything they could get their hands on.

I worked for Mulecahy at the first big election here.
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I was suppo=ed to work for ﬁhil Shanahan, bﬁt Malecahy
was going up for the consiituency t; which I halnngad.
and I was of more use to Eim. I was in charge of the
Candidates rooms opposite the polling booth at the North.

St¢rand in I9IB.

1 was very friendly with Michsel (ollins. He had
8 great collection of books and I gave him a complete
get of books, the 22 volumes bound in calf of Duffy Library

of Ireland, Ist Bditions. He was very fond of reading.

According to Peadar Esarney there was a weeting held
Newma. :

in thfﬁﬂ&aﬁ"ﬂbtql attended mostly by members of the
New Ireland Branch of the U.I.L. Kettle belonged to
this, Pearse and Stephen McKemns and Sheehy Skeffington
Were in it. Peadar Kearnsy was & great man for getting
into all those things, and he was at the meeting, Whatavér
Pearse said in his speech, Peadar Kearney rén ov&i to Tom

Clarke and said to him, ®You'll have to get hold of this

fellow",

Shortly after the 1918 elections I saw John Redmond in

O'Connell Street, just outside Clerys, and he looked an
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absolutely broken man,




