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' NT OF MISS MOLLY 0’ ,

38 Upper Fitzwillism Street, Dublin.

My father was James Francis Kawier O'Brien.
His people were ship owners in Dungarven. ‘The
Inchiquin records show that my father's branch of ‘the
family left GCo, Glars ebout 1368. As a youth he joined’
the Jemes Fintan Lalor mhtgmant and used o go with
otherlatudenta tn'bring pike-heads fram Carrick-on-3Julr.
He then met T. Glarké Iuaby. Him next mu;ting with him
was in Portland Prison in 1868. Being warned that a
warrant had been issued for his arrest, he gpt away in
a amall vessel belonging to his father which happened to
be' in the Bay, ready to sail for Cardiff, and remained

on that coast for some time.

&fter his return to Ireland he decided to study -
medicine, matriculated, and tock a scholarship at -
Galway Collegs. |

-
i

Learning that John O'lLeary and his brother, Arthur,
ware going %0 Paris to study, my father resolved ‘to Z0
also and contimed his medical studies there.

" He attended lectures at the Ecole de Médicine, visited

hospitals, such as La Pitié, La Charité, HOtel Dieu.

A few weeks later John and Art Q'leary arrived, briﬁgimé:
with them to the Hotel (orneills,James McNeill Whistler,
an art student. My Tather stayed at a 'pension' in the
Rue La Cepede. In the same street lived John-Martin and
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Kevin Izod O'Doherty and his wife "Eva" of the Nation.
Visiting them was a great pleasure for my father and
the two Q'Learys.

My father's health broke down. He returned to _
Imhlin where g Dublin consul tant, §ir Dcuuinia Carrigan,
advised him to knock about for a while. Being very
desirous éf acquiring some military experilence, he
decided to Jjoin General Halker's expedition to _
Nicaragua, and he sailed for New Orleans in 1856.
Plerre Soule, then Attorney General for the state of
Louisgna and active in Walker's interest, had been
appolnted to the latter's staff. After a month's
progress they reached Fort San Carlos and advanced to
attack, but Walker_- made terms without fighting.

When the American Civil War broke out he was
appointed Assistant 'geon with the rank of Qaptain in
" the mﬂﬁmﬁe strength of such medical and
surgical knowledge as he poOsaessed. His knowledge
must have been falrly good because on the journey to
America a sallor having fallen from the mast of the
salling ship, n» my father who was the only person on

board with any medical experience was able io carry out
the necessary amputation of the 1imb,

E'Ei_s: purpose in joining the Gonfederate Army was
to.acquire such military experiences as would be useful
to him later in g fight for Ireland. He was now a
member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. Probably
if he had been living in the Northern States he would
have joined the other army.
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+n america, he married a widow, an Irish woman
from Co. Wexford, slready a Mrs. O'Brien.  They had
: i
one child, a son, who became a priest and died in

Wicklow town as the result of a eold cmght while out
with the local Volunteers before 1916.

When the Penlen Rising was fixed he came home
to take part in it and was appointed Qolonel. He had
hix_-.t, own arms and was surprised af; the lack of arms and
equipment of the Brotherhood who were to take part in |
the fight. I believe the engagement he was concerned
in was in Eallykmakané.

After the Rising he was caught and. tried by 1.

JudgeiKéogh for high treason. He was sentenced to be

hanged, drawn and quartered; he was the last person
on whom this sentence was passed by the British,
The sentence was commted to penal :.».i&mt-warii:.u:u::‘har.,.A.up:ml:r@ecui::ilqiutﬂ:"'?:E
for 1'11'31 He waa:r imprisoned in Cork, Limerieck,
Mountjoy, Millbank and Portland., At Portland he lost
the tip of one finger at his work dressing the
Pertland stone. He was released with two otherg
from Poritland Priaa.n. When he was being taken to the
t}wérnqt- 's office he managed to whisper to the other
two not to show any feeling O;EL Joy. Therefore, when
the Governor ammounced the glad _tidings, he was
surprised to see the abaence of all enthusiassm on the
prisoners! faces. ' . C

My father came back to Ireland and settled in
Cork., . He was now a widower. He was. a great friend
of Fr. John O'Malley (later famous in connection with
Ceptain Boycott) and he married his sister. He was
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managing a wholesale tea end wine byginess in Gork.
During the Parnell Movement he joined the Party at the
request of Joseph Bigrer and became member for Jouth

. Mayo. Ten years later he became member for m_:ark Clity
and remained one of t:lle ditsr'a representatives until -
his death 1n 1905,

I was not a mamber of Cumann na mBen alihough
I wished to join it.

(Loold My ' ‘
e _;( advised.®s not to as I might

be found more useful if I was not openly identified with
the mrga.nisatinﬁ. I was always at their disposal and
gladly did anything they asked me to do, such as
carrying despatches, etc.  Vifovtunatala sz uy-wenesy
mwmmw I cannot ex&ctlsr state
what year I began to work in this way but it might have
been as early as 1915, Eraennot tesenmber spotheys iy

' | Cocnpnd SM
W/mw Majorc a;\& _——

before the war. I went there partly for Jeelth-veadone

Mendiy, I spent a winﬂ& in wgn went
back to Majorea. I came home, spending a short.time

at Barcelona on the way. by jmnﬁy was eventful,

I had been warned by several Ir:l.sh girls that whenever
they went on business to the British Consulate at
Barcelona, they had been fraquentl:,r askedsbout me by an
English gentleman who was a member of the staff,

They were fully gdnvi:ieaﬂ that he wanted to mgke trouble
for me. = I afterwards made the acquaintance of this
gentleman in Dublin., He was Mr.. Ernest Boyd and when
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I told him memmﬁm?gtales I had heard about

him, he was much amused. He sssured me he had only

wished 10 be of assistance to me in getting home.

Then I got to the frontier - Portbou -‘I think,
1 was asked for the keys of my trunks, which I gave.
I was led off by itwo women who siripped me Inakad in case -
I had any hidden messages, Needless to a;ar. I had not.
They were furicus when they found they could not open
my trunks. The trainwas walting and they could not hold
it up any longer. There were no seats availgble in the
packed train.’ The passengers were all aware of why it
was; belng held up, am a French officer who was indignant
at the treatment I had received, insisted tn giving me
his seat. When we reached the port - Havre - I think,
everybody had to show passports before leaving-the trein
The English officlal who axamined_mine; turned to his .
file and took out a card. He asked had I any sisters
and what were their names. T told him, H:a then asked
had I a sister called Molly. I truthfully answered 'no'.
When we got t0 Southampton I was put into a room with
various ;E‘oraigzﬁra and waited my turn to be stripped again.
It was a cold March day and I was shivering and when they
got me neked except for my qhnes and stockings, the
women asked me if I had anything there. I replied
"nothing but a pair. of very cold feet", which ended that
episods.

All the travellers before boaeding the train had to
pass before a table at which was seated a red-faced
choleric British gentleman in uniform who asked each one
questions, He asked me on which side my sympathies were
in the war.. I replied, "on the side of whichever country
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is likely to beneflt my own'. Helmarlg.r burst a blood "
vessel. He pounded the table: “Do you mean to say
that if Germarﬁr was likely to benefit Ireland, you would
like Germany to win", said he? I replied, "naturally".
He shou_téd, "I'q give her five years for that".

However, he let me go. Two gentlemen who were atlthe
table écg‘mmaniedma to the train. They were Scotland
Yard msn. One of them t0ld me his name which I now ,
Torget, and that he was from the County Clare. He said,
“"Miss Q'Brlen, I must congratulate you on the wa:sr:' you
spoke up to that fellow".  The porters, too, ﬁha had
heard the altercation couldn't do enough for me. = The man
was evidently disliked. I was under open arrest.

I was told to go to a cerﬁain hotel - the name escapes
me at the moment - and to go to Scotlarid Yard next day.

I did, and was shown into a roam where a policeman in
Plain clothes questionsd me about my whole life.

My replies were taken down in shurthands';yjamthar mar,

Coinn

Before I left the famous Scotland Yarad ofricial){m
accompanied the king everywhere -Mmawﬂm
Hoiika-53y - abytis-Lie e - m«%‘ an Irishman and I think
from Kerry - ceme and shook hands with me., He knew
some of my relatives very well. Before leaving I was
told Captain Holland wanted to see me, He was a very
smartly dressed cavalry man. He asked me was he right
in believing that I was respan_aiiﬂ.a for certain

articles appéaring in an Irish-Americen paper. I assured
him with regret that I was not, dbut I did not tell him
that the author was a well-known Irish priest in Rome.

On one of my journegfimck to Barcelona I spent _
some time in London with a cowsin, Dr. Henry O'Brien,
for the marriage of his daughter, That was the time
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1Tez_:-ence Mnamim;r was on hunger strike in Bri-xton and

Fr. Dominick whu Was a friend of my cousin's rrequsntly
visited the Jmusa and brought us news of him regularly.
I reached Bp_ain (Barcelona) before Terence died,

In Barcelona and in Chtalonia generally there was the
deepest smathy for Ireland and when Terence died the
papera were i‘ull of articles about him and Masses were

- offered for him in sddvshe tris e%urnhes which were
crowded to the doors. The University students and shop
asgistants. gll _;mre green ribbons in their buttonholes,
There was a hﬁga_ meeting in the beautiful ¢lub hall of
the shop assistants, ujnrith the trianlaﬁr at the end of the
'hall fecing the platform.  I.was made sit on the
platform beside the President and he called on me in
Catalan to make a speech which I did in French as I did
not know Catalan sufficiently well and I asked tﬁe '
President to be kind enough to translate my speech into
that language for me, The catalm always &hsr'.ish the
deaire for separation .frum Spain and their aspiraﬁian for
1mﬂpenﬂence is the bond of sympathy hetwaan them and us.
alll the speeches that evening were in praiae of Ireland
and expressed sympathy for our objects in cmr £ight for
fresdom. The ladies of Barcelona dressed with the
greatest care.and artistic finish a beautiful doll in the
Gatalan costume and sent it to Terence HMeSwiney's widow
ror their little daughter. Similarly when Xevin Barry
was eza;:.ute:q the students of Ba:fgelona University hed
Mass celebrated for him in one of the biggeat churches
‘there and had a wreath made with specially waxed flowers
g0 that they would remein fresh until it reached his
E;I.;e;‘ﬂ'a in Dublin.

When Dr._; QO'Dwyer of Limerick organissd a special
\nullactiun for the prisoners’ dependenis,, Madge Barry, en



8.
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Dwiain gaovernets, and I thought we should do something to
help. TWe went to the leader of ithe Catalan party,
Senor Rusinyol, a brother of the famous peinter of that
name, and he geﬁra us his willing co-operation. He -
presented us ';'.'i'bh a number of his vislting cards and told
us o call on all his friends and supporters. We also got
articles published in the two principal papers. We
collected about £120 and sent it to the Bishop of Limerick.

. While in Barcelona that autumn I was busily engaged
with a few others, mainly Madge Barry, in distributing
propaganda for the Irish Republic: through newspapers mostly
and on ouwr own initiative. Round sbout this time
Gavan Duf'fy who rhad evidentl:y been paying wisits to the
Irish publicity offices abroad, came to Barcelona, and
asked me if I would go to Madrid as publicity agent.

I agreed and went_tn Madrid at once. I took a flat and
'haa'.my office there. - I got together a staff of three boys
who were v&r;r. good.  We got the Irish Bulletin regularly
and at first we roneced Spanish translations of 1it, but as
the Spanish are not great readers, I suggested to the

People at home and to Bob Brennan who visited us too, that
it would be more effective i1f we had a few of the more-
telling paragraphs picked nu't and printed in lesaflet form.
We did that and sent the leaflets every week to g large :'List*.‘
of persons that we wanted t0 interest in our cause,

Bob Bremian was visiting the various foreign
representatives of the Irish Republic and he had"baen asked
when in Madrid to invite Juan O'Domnell, Duke of T€tuan, to
preside at the Irish Race Congress which wa;: to take place
'in Peris the following Jamuary. At this time the Duke was
filitary and €ivil Governor of Madrid end his effiun,ﬁaa in
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tlia Ministry of War. Bob, who did not know Spenish,

 asked me to accompany hlm ‘there and on reaching the

Ministry 1‘nv.re found the place in darkness, the slectric
light having falled, Eventually a lamp or candle was
produced and we were shown to the Duke's office. _He was
fleased and touched beycond words when he heard the reason
for our visit. He assured us that he would be 1nd.ae:d.
rroud to _accﬁ’jlﬂ} but he would first require the permission |
of the King - AlfonsoXIiI - znd he promised to0 let me know
as soon as he had word, A4 'faw days leter he drove in full
rﬂéiﬂl&htala to the block of flats where I lived and had

my office. There was; no l1ift and you couwld hear the
clanging of the sword against the steps of the stone stalrs.
He informed me with joy that he had obtained the consent
of the King. He sald when he had asked the permission.
the King had sald, "Que fals-tu dans cette galé"re?" (What
husinass have you there?). Then suddenly realising the
Duke's origin he added, *oh yes, of ecourse, you are Irish.
Gérg;ain:ly you may go". He took me to his home and showed
me some Of his Irish treasures. The one he appreciated
-moat was & newspeper cutting with a plcture of Donegal
Gaastle, the home of his ancestors. He also showed on the
m of his Bitting roan an oil paint of his family tree,

wag g Lehinol Mia heriode bl o diethn .n??é@&uq;-;pm
He had several children, but m—a&/}mnm%g only m?ﬁb

were allve at thils time, a son and daughter. He wanted

‘his son to join the Army - he could not imagine an

O'Donnell following any other profesalon, and when the boy
wWho was not very strong and in any cese had no taste for
the military life, refused, he turned him out,=md Fhe boy
made his way to America where he suffered untold hardships.
I heard from an Irishman who got to know h;m 1atex; that he
80ld newspapers in Few York and endured real poverty,
sleeping under arches, ete. Eventually he gota Jjob as a
1lift boy in a -well-known New York hotel, I think the
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Waldorf-astoria, and when De Valera was staying there, he
tipped the 1ift~boy a half dollar, not knowing who he wes.
-T was t0ld that later on when he lost that job he was
often in dire need of food, but nothing would induce him
to part with that coln which he looked upon as a mascot.
PMarsdmopt-vervin Mes He inherited the title 'after his _
father's death and came back to Spain, but he did not live
long.

When the t:lm1e came for the Congress, as instructed,
I engaged a pullman carriege for the Duke and we were
Jolned at Balﬁnanca by Dr. O'Doherty, Rector of the Irish
Gollege at Salamanca, and at Paris rooms were reserved for
him at a first-class hotel and a car and chauffeur placed
at his disposal. He preslded at all the meetings of fha
Congress although he knew neither Irish nor English.
1 sometimes: acted as interpreter for him,

&fter the young Duke died, his sister Blanca, who is
married to a German and lives in Madrid, inherited the .
title. .She 1s very interested in Irish affairs: and would
1lke to come here, I correspond with her, As she has no
chlldren,hesuncle or one of his sons will be the next in

line.

Dalsy Cogley (Bannaerd) and myself went to Geneva to
attend a world Congress of the Red Cross - unni‘ricial]:y.
That is %0 say we were not invited although we were sent by
our authorities here., WWWM -
WM&&FE Bt I am sure Mrs, Cogley would know,
W@Mm%ﬂe date of that Congress.
Our object was to put the case of Ireiand before the world. -
We had been told by Mr. Ruttledge who was: taking the place
of Mr. De Valera - then in prison - ags President of the
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Republic, to contact the American delegate .- again'\ Fldan b,

i ) .
W This delegate assured us he would take

-+

the necessary ateﬁa t0o introduce us to the Congress and it

must have been thr him that t an introduction to
ougn N Py 1A

the Preasident of the Swiss govermment who invited us to tea

in hisa: home, Eventually the American delegation wilthdrew

from the' Congress owing to some difference of opinion,

We had brought the material for propaganda with us

and we had copies multiplied by commercial firms in Geneva
and distributed emong the delegates of the various nations.
We were lmvited to the meetings and on one occasion
certalnly we were allowed to speak and put our case befors
the members in French. We were listened to with attention
and considerable interest was shown. We did a good degl of
lobbying with the individual delegates. I think no one |
escaped without getting our propagsnda leafiets.

) g&-ﬂ.‘;—u—- "é:‘
We did not return together as I went on to Geawa—"w‘
where nmy slster was living at the time. She introduced me

to some well-known Italian friends of hers. who, when they
heard. our story, insilsted that Mussolini should hear it also.
I went on to Rome and presented myself at the Govermmental
Bureau, through minh access to him or any member of the
Govermment could be obtained. I was informed that it would
be practically lmposaible for me to get a perscnal interview
with Museolini, as there were thousands of people in Rome
walting to see him. I was. promised, however, thefr an
effort would b;a made to cbtain for me an interview with some
other member of the Government. I was told to came back
that evening at 5 o'clock for a definite reply. When

I came I was infarmed, to my surprise ani joy, that
Museolini would see me the following day at 2 o'clack,
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I was punctual at the interview at the Palazza Chighi,
I th'inﬁ I mst have left the letter of eredence I had-
received by post from Mr. Ruttledge, at the Bureau the
evening before. Mussolini seemed quite faniliar with
the situation in Ireland and started firing repid gquestions
at me, to which hé evidently expected equally rapid
answers, The interview was conducted entirely in French,
& language which Mussolini spoke with great fluency,
He asked me to arrangs for a member of the Irigh
Republican Govermment to go out to Rome to see him, but
that whoever went should exercise the greatest caution as:
"there is a spy on every atep of my staira. I dnly sent
the message home but I do not know what happened.
I came home after a short holiday in Italy.

Some time affer the Treaty jasgoin-Eridgmigocidas of
hidey Atdtrer Mre. l';‘r'Gallaghan of Limerick end myself were
esked to go to aﬁétralia. mﬁe?@?ect of our
mission was to follow up the work being done by the two
representatives: of the Republic who were there - Scellg
and Fr. O'Flanagan. {Although we went' day after day to the
E&aapor‘t Office in London, the very polite officiel there
krf}pt patting us of:?.'and we never got the passporits.

Then Sceilg and Fr. O'Flanagan were arrested and one of
the Misses Davin camé over from Dublin te tell us to came
hoame , which we did.

In london we first stayed at s small quiet hotel to
evade unwelcome attention from the police. But the
detectives were after us: at once. Sane Lonfon friends
then advised us to go to the Regent Palacée Hotel where
there were such crowds of people that we would not be
notived. Ihlfﬂl‘tllna‘l.;ﬂlr a terrible thing happened to me
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while we were there. Mrs. 0'Callaghan gave me g
heavy gold chain which her laté husband had given to
her, to mind for her. ¥ put it% in my handbag.

One day I croesed the room for a mimte luar-ing the
bag on the couch - there seemed to be nobody there -
and when I came back the bag with my money and the
chain were gone and was never recovered. I was in an

awful state but Hrs, 0'Callaghan was very nice about it.
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