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STATEMENT OF Mrs. K. O0'DOHERTY,

=0, Claude Road, Drumcondra, Dublin.

Cumanp na mBan.,

I joined Cumann na mBan about two montha after its

formation. My huﬁbanﬂ wag a member of the I,R,E., from

~ long before the Volunteers were formed. Later, he was in

‘the Volunteers - G. Company of the 2nd Battaliom.

I have brought with me a number of evening and daily
rapers of 1916, which I will hand in to the Bureau, if

required. They are very interesting.

I was constently in touch with Volunteer Headquarters.
I was Q.M., in name, in ﬁumﬂnn ne mBan. I uséd to sit at
thp top of the stairs, and mark everybody's cards by :
putting my initials, "K. 0'D". on them. T succeeded
Somebody else who had beep doing it before. ° We met at 23,
Parnell Square. We werTe a Branch of Cumann na mBan. Tt
was the Ard Craobh of Cumann na mBan, and it was the only
Branch for a long tims. Headquarters were in Dawson

Street.

We had weekly maétinga. We had a roll-call at each
meeting. Miss MacMahon was Secretary of the Committes, and
called the roll always. She is now Mrs. Rogers. Mimi
Plunkett and I décideﬁ-whan Miss MacMahon married that some
presentatlion should be made to her. They were not

unanimous in the Brancﬁ. Ve decided to get an ink-stand .

mede ., It wes made of silver and ebony. The désign was
& facsimile of the Cumann na mBan pia. Egan's in Cork
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carried out our design. It was decided to present it %o
Mrs. Rogers in her new home in Kimmage. I toock & girl,-
named Brighid Connclly, with me on an outside car to make
the presentation to Mrs. Rogers. After her marriage she.

never came back to the Branch.

We did drilling - signel drilling. There were no
arins whatever. I know of claims that were made afterwards;
but I can only say what I know and can stand over; no arms
were used. We were parading, doing signal drill and
ordinary ﬂrili, and maréﬁing. We cut a very bad figure
in the marching, and then Captain Seamus Kavanegh wasg

drilling us in Gumanﬁ na mBan.

1 If you ;ish to get the books of the Hationa} Ald, T
have the right, as one of the three trustees of the
National Aid books. ’ Thgy weré deposited in the National
Library, with a statement, signed, that nobody was to have,
access Lo these papera up to fifty years from Easter 1
Monday, 1916, without the express permission of one of the
three members of the Commlttee.  That is the position.

I have actualiy a copy of the list‘of the hongs and papers.
The minute book of the National Aid Association would be a
mry‘gond gulds for what you are trying to do. You would

find it very interesting.

I knew that the Rising was planned. I knew that it
was coming. It was always: "Good-bye, and here's to
the day". I did not know what day was fized. Tom

' MacDonagh was the first to glve me a very good tip that,

in three weeks®' time, it would.cuma off. He told me what
be had been doing, that he had. been scouting Dublin, and

" }
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that he had all the maps of tha'neighbcru_rhood, -the
.bills and everything, We discussed some back lanes
and short cuts and things; and he said: "Within three
weeks, we will have a stir." That was exactly three

weeks before the Rising. He 4id not name the places. .

Tom MgcDonagh used to come to my home . Dnzehs of
people used come to the house. We never did any big
entertaining, but they wbula be glven whatever was goling
for tea. Seén MacDermott and Tom MacDonagh used to
coime often. Tom's connection was through Pe-arsa. I
was a friend of Pearse and I also knew Pad_ratg- Colum.

1 used to go boating with Pearse and I_mat the others at
Gaelic League outings and aeridheachta. T was intimate
with Pearse and interested in his experiment at
Gullanawouﬁ and St._Enda's. He was a dreamer, but

unfortunately never had the monsy to bring his dreams to
fruj.tlonr

At the fuperal of O'Donovan-Rossa, the members of
Cumann na mBan wore uniforms. Some of them were badly
made, as if they were aut out with a knife and fork.

However, we were not g military-looking body. We were
very dowdy.

Freparstions for the Rising.

From January 1916 the men began to come Lfrom

England and Scotland, There were two camps, to which
these refugees from the other side came. One was at-
Larkbil], Kimmage, and the other was 28 or 29 North
Frederick Street. Se4n Noonan and Ernie Noonan, his
brother, and Fram}iﬂ Eelly came., These three were in

Mok Cremin's tent., pe always lived in g tent, because

/te



1 4,
he was an inﬂi;iﬂualist and 41d not like to live in
the cit;; He was always in very close contact with my
family. These three men hed to go out there to Mek in
the hills. A contingent of men came from Glasgow; and
a certain number from Liverpool. I bad not much to do
with{the Londen crﬂﬂd,lbut with these ath@r boys who came
over. Tbey were working men. The Glasgow men used my
house as their haadqua;terg and when they were afterwards

arrested two, at least, gave it as their address.

I have hended in two exhibits. T want you to test
the truth about the fﬂisting of the flag. Walpole is the
man who claims it; but my own firm belief is that Seén
Hegarty was the men who hoisted the flag. Walpole does
not glve Hegarty the credit. It is my opinion that it
was mainly Hegarty who did 1t. Seamus Robinson Eama over
from Glasgow with Sean Hegarty and the othefs; and be was
very closely associated with Sean Hegarty. T have no
perSnnél interest beyond the truth. When this man,
Begarty, was dying, he sent fop me and my husband, and
asked me to befriend Ellen, his sister. He was burfed in
the Republican Plot. ~ You would like to éea him getting
credit and roecognition.

-

I secured a flat in the top portion of g taneme:;t
house in North Fredérigk'Stregﬁ. The careteker was Mrs,
O'Toole, and her husband was an .ex-British soldier,
annstairs, & big room, to the left-hand side, was the
headquarters of the Hibernien Rifles, They took part in
the Rising in 1916: I knew all of thém, and fha girls.
Three girls got pensions - the two Bealys of lss Phibsbore t
Road, and a girl named May Kavanagh, ‘A Prother of the

Healy girls, Seen, who was in the Fienna, was killed at

~r

fDuyle‘s
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. Rifles Headquarters. They wers just living there,

5.

Doyle's Cafner on the Tuesday of Easter Week. 'The
Hiberniaﬁ Rifles were not The_ﬁnai@nt Order of Hibernians
but Board of Erin. They were associated with America.
Consequently, when the pensions form was being drafted,
the Hibernien Rifles were included as members of the Army;
but all graduplly merged into the I.R.A. T ook this

- flat for these refugees in the Ssame house as the Hibernian

Then I hed to look for delph, teapots, knives and
forks, ete., for the flat. I eollected what was
necessary. It was ordinary stuff. I got a lot of help
Trom Mrs. Murﬁhy and her sister, who livgﬁ opposite the
Cattle Market. They gave ms cups and saucers and things
for these men. They 8hould get mention, because T alse .
got them to loock after men on the run, including Mick '
Brennan and George Plunkett when they were all on the run.
These tw; ladies lived together. One was a teacher.

She was M!!.SE Mcﬁt_tan.e._ Her sister, ;drs.__lliﬂurph.y, ‘was
school attendance officer. ' They were loely: people, but
very charming. The name of their bhouse was 'An Grianant.

Instruetions were given by Seén MacDermott to get
groceries for .these men in the flat, from Farrell's in
Dorset Street. Farrell was a brother-in-law of Joe
MeGuinness, Bulmer Hobson came on Friday evenings to:
check the accounts. T met him there, and showed him the

dockets Tor the different’ things I got. He paid the
bills.

About this tinn Tom MacDonagh came to me to ask me,
for God'y saka, to coms over to _J_ieaﬂquarters, that Nellie
Glfford was setting them all mag, I don't know was it

true.



true. Sha had started an amplorman$ hureau - nf
ccuraa with the best intentions in the wnrid - at 2,

Dawson Street.

- . *

At these Ebaqﬁuaftgﬁs, The O'Rahilly had a gun-room
at the top, up the stalrs. |IMichasl O'Hanrahan was in
charge. The 0'Rehilly was an important man - husigg
arms and ammunition. I was gctually there when a big
chaﬁua came in for arms, I understand it was the first
cheque for arms,-which came ;rum Philadelphia. I got
that information from the man who sent it, Joe McGarrity.
I could not say for what amount it was. That oceurred
before 3t. Fatriock's Day, 1916; On gther occasiona
before and after,the Clan na Gael money had hae% sent in
the form of gold sovereigns in small tin canistera..
Clan na Geel men took Jobs as -sailors both above and
below deck to bring messages and money. The messages

were always in code.

Nellie Gifford bad a blg ledger book in this place.
She was getting the names of all.thasa_man.whp.had coms
over from England and Scotland and werallook%ng for work.
I don't think she realised that those men could not take
work except with trusted employsrs where references would
not be asked for. Michael Collins did not go into any
cemp. He was staying in Rathdown Road. Donal 0*Conor,
& chartered accountant in Westmoreland Street, allowed
bim to go into his office, so that he would have an

objective. Gollins went up and down to the office withouw.
being paid. '

In order to help these men in the camps, Seén -
‘Macnarmntt gave me a long list - g foolscap sheet with

.o | /names
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nam;a and addresses written on it - and @ small #ace;pt
book; with each page stamped, and tuld1ms:to go around
and get subscriptions fﬁum these people. " I had no
trotuble getting the money. They were sympathetic to the

Cause .

I 4id not interfere with Nellie Glfford at all.
We were friends. I can ssay that ber smployment bureau

did not achieve any tangible results.

A few weeks before the Rising,some time in March,
I was coming with Seén MacDermott from a meeting of
Cumann na mBan. We went in to see J.J. Walsh's shop in
Blessington Street where se&n.wanted to leave soms
dispatches. After a lot of talk,during which 7.J. Walsh
gaid it would be gquite easy to land erms in small
quantities in wou@sq boxes at small Ports along the coast,
Seén and T came out. . He said people like J.J. Walah
" eould ruin us with talk like that; he wished they would
keep their mouths shut. He told me that Tom Clatke
wanted to see me. When I went to him the next day Ton
told me to hold myseif in readiness to g0 to any poat in
Ireland at very short notice and that it was terribly
important and that he would pot 8end anybody else but ma.l
Although he 41d not tell me what for, I was strongly of
the opinion that it was in connection with the landing of
arms, Spindler's-bunk on page 244 Shows that Casement
had intended to lend somewhere on thﬂ coast af Wicklow
and I therefore coneclude that thiafwhara I was to be
sent, 49 the times correspond feirly closely,

Saving the Guns,

We had a last Céilidhe coming off on the Saturday
r

/night
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nigh;:- before Palm Sundey in the Banba Hall, which
belonged to the Grocers' Curates %Babaiat_inn. It was
the Cumann na mBan final Céilidbs. On the Wednesday
or Thursday night b_al_rore_r it, I and a number of members
of Cumann na mBan were in the Library of 25, Parni_all
Square, holding a final meeting. A knoc{c came %o the
door. I had my baul:_tb. the ﬂa?ir. ] Whoafqr gggwarad
the knock sald: "Mrs. D'Dﬂherty!". I went out. There
were two men outside - Seamus O'Connor and M:Fchaél
D'Hﬁnrahan. ~ Seamus O'Gun.t_lqr is .'Jtil]_. aliw_a. He is
City Sharifef. He was on the Executlve of the Volunteers.
I knew he was a prominent member of the I.R.B. I knew
him very well, over e long period. Mfchedl O'Hanrahan
wag a ratﬁur quiat retiring man. It was surprising
that thay should exauut;a such a ma,n because he 4id not
ssem to be prominent in anything thap__was g_;ciqg on. I
Haid? "What is i1ten Seamus D'Gonn?:-: - he was timid
too -~ asaid: "There is a job to be dons". | I“w'aa very
used to bearing that. T said: "What is that?" He
was very axcit.eﬂ,} and 1;_:;]7:1 me, hu;'rd.eﬂly,_ abouﬁ guns that
wers in O'Shea's in Arran Road, Drumcondra. He said:
"You must get them, We want you to save ﬁhgm". I
asked him: "How did you know I was here?" He saia:

"We were up at the house". Miire .IH Suibhalaigh aﬁd ny
sister-in-lew, Rose 0'Doherty, were in the house. They
told Rose; but they came to 25, Pamall Square Just the
Same, and asked me to Save the guns. T turned round
imdiatu.}y, ‘and went back into the room. T gsked the
girls to vVolunteer. I sald: ™I want volunteers. Theﬁ
is a job 1_:0 be done", Nobody said a war&¢' ATter a
little while T looked round at them. T sald to Brighid
Foley; "Brighid Foley, do you refuse to ca;;zé?" So

/Brighia
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Brighlid came, and Effie Taaffe too.
ImﬂdHMtoﬂMﬂ;ﬂgmﬂum;uﬁmppm
my belng asked to save the guns. _Informaﬁinn about

everything practically used to come out from the Castle.

We had our own men in -there, whq_wp?ﬂ”halping1tha
movement, as well as aarn;né.their own Living,1b3 working
there. Any raids that were threatened, aﬁy:pi?s of
information from the country, or éqy telegrams ~ all these
things were made known. - They were brought to the ﬁastla,
and then our rrienﬂa.in.tha1casqu passsﬂ-?ham.nn to us,
thus proving that this bit of infnrﬁwxinq éame out from

there regarding Seén O'Shea and the arms,

Arms were being got into the country in any and
every possible way. Seédn 0'Shea, who is still alive -
secretary to tpe N.A.I.D.A. - lived that time in Arran

~ Road, Drumcondra. He was connected with the Irish

Cutlery Company on the Quays. I don't know whether he
was actugllr a member of the ?blﬁntaers, or not. He was
very sympathetiq. He was getting in small arms, under
cover of a War PErm;t, which he had for the purpose of
getting in stuff for his firm. This day that these twg
men called for me, the boxes of stuff came in to the North
Wall for Sedn O'Shea, angd, althuugh they were marked,

- "War Permit", somebody opened them, and 'phoned to the

Castle that Sefin GfShaa'a_stufr contained small arms,
Actually, thglwqrﬁ, “hagonetaﬂ,was used to me. too, but T
could not say, not having seen them. When our men in thé
Castle was- told, he immediately sent out word to Seamus
q'ccnnor's ?ffiea. Seamus was g salicitnr. Seamus .
O'Connor knmew that 0'Shea's house would be raided, and that
Fha stuff from the previous day had gone on to the house.

-
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I had myself a regular arsenal under the floor in
my sitting-room. I can give you plenty of proof. It_
was my husband, of cou:sa,_whq really was rasppnsibla,-
but he was away travglling, anﬂ_I was in ?harga. I had
dozens of bandoliers. T know nothing about firearms.
I never cleim to do what I did not ﬂq'-. f had ?hﬂsa _
bénﬂolie?a, with bul;gts stuck in them - .303. They were
either bought from British soldiers, coming home while the
WaT was on, or gbtlhI_SQEE nthgrumsaps. Then I had Some
of the Hﬁwtthiflas,-wpich:ware not very gﬁnd{ as the y
were too heavy. glsé, I bhad the matrix of the
proclamatlon, which was printed by poor Diék_MﬁKea, alded
by iny husband. I had it stored awaf'a&fely, with my
husband 's knowledge, anq with the permission of Gillts.
Dick McKee was working in Gill‘'s. ~ In order to get it
printed, Dick McKee and Mr. Keohans connived with my
husband to steal the keys of ﬁbﬂ priqting presa at Gilli's.,
They went down there one night, Stayed the night, and
printed thousanda of ‘these notices, which were headed,
"Your King and Country Needs Ynu“ . The heading of the
notices was similar tc that on many notices issued hy the
British authnrities, but in the body of the notices they
had drawn up Some thing ridiculing the British. I'haa the
matrix of that, and I was raided, but it was not tgkah,
bacauée the raiders were misled by the heading.

When Brighid Foley, Effie Tqaffe and I }aft Parpell
Square and came across to Findlater's chureh,:on our way
to 0'Shea's house, - it was only a short distance - I told
them what it was all’'about. Brighid Foley said she knew
Mrs, G'Shﬂg? We saw a bhorse and Jaunting car there, and
we hired it. Jnhnnr Lalor was the name of the driver. -
I engaged him to drive the two American delegates

/atterwards.
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afterwarda, He lived in Foﬁtenny Btreatk We sat up
on the side seats, and he was in the dickie. I sald:
"Stop at the foot of Arran Road. I don't want to make
any noise. Someone is sick. There is'g new baby
there. It is just past St. ?atriuk's Traiging Collegeh.
We arrived at oﬁr destination. I had half-a-crown in
Imy pocket, which I gave to the drifﬂr. If he had asked

for more, I would have had to get it from ‘the others.

It was only a short run away.

ﬂm-procqeded to G'Ehﬂa's‘houﬂa,which_wasan the
right-hend side of Arran Road. We had no conversation.
My two companions were kind of glum, and I:was not so
full of courage myself. T knocked. Mrs. 0'Shea
answered the ﬂopr. I said: "We bave come for the guns".
She was very agitated. T said: "Where are the guns?"
She said that they were out in Fleming's van. Fleming's
had a groocery and pub just at the Tolka Bridge. Dot and
Kitty Fleming were in the Cumann na mBan, and their
hrntherﬂ,.Eamnn and Michael, were in the ?biuntaera. I
agked Mrs. O'Shea: "Where is the Fleming's van®?" She
said: "Out the road". I seld: - "The Fieming's van
could not be out nnw,‘because'tﬁﬁ shop would be closed".
She did not ask us in, or anything. She was really

win&y.

“We left Arran Road, and came out to the Drumcondra
Road. The first two we met were Mdire NI Suibhaleigh
and Ensg_gfﬁqharty, ?hn is now Mrs, Pa Murray. They sald
they had come to help me. T said: "If we are all golng
to be walking around tug&ther, we will attra{%‘b attention.”
They said: "There are others. There are men tfying to
help you'". I sald Yo Mdire NI Suibhalaigh ; I knew her

/intimately;
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intimately; we were good friends - ﬁmﬁi;e, you coms
with me”, I left Brighid Foley, Effie Taaffe and Rose

0'Doherty, and I took MAlre with ms.

Fleming's shop was chpn@ from the cgrﬂer1of Botanic
Road. _whgg we ﬁ;rivgdptpq?a!_phg qpnp was‘c;nsad. Thﬁrﬂl
was & big policeman standing outai@é. I;knnukaqf Scme -
one said: "Who is there?" I sald: "A customer. I
want alpaund nf_taa”.- Michaa; Fleming ppan@d the door.

I said: "I came for .the guns". He ﬂamnéd, and aamngﬁ.
He waa‘nat a bit niue‘at all. He called his brother,
Eamon. He took MAire and myself out through the kitchen.
We did not go out straight throqu the shop. Ve were
broug@t—aarn;a a cobblestone yard. - It was a horse
stable; there was a-8pring van there with two big parcalé
of guns. He cpened a door nnito Botanic -Avenue. This
was the only entrance for a car. It was not bullt up, as
it is now. He shoved us out into the atqaet. MAire
said to me: "Glory be to God, Kitty, this will Kill you".

When we came to Botanicq&vﬁnue - we had gone about
two hundred yards only - three men stepped up behind us,
Thay were Diarmuid D*Hagarty, Gaaroia D'Sullivan and.
Fionﬁn Lynch, and they were living. at that time, at 44
Mount joy straet, I went tharg often. Gearoid
0'Sullivan was a teacher in St. Peter's shnoelé. When
the three atappad up, Diarmuid 0'Hegarty, Whﬂ alwaya *
talted with a atrong accent, gave me his gun, and said:
"Walk in fruﬂt._ If anything happens, walk back ta me',
They carried our two parcels, T walked juﬁt a littla
bit ahead of them. We passed one policama; at Botanic

Gates, We came intoc Botanie Road at a point, slmost but

/n&t
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not quite past Botanic G&tsg. Thie paliaaman was

standing there, and never avsn‘;oqted_at'ugf ~ Maire was
walking with one of the three men; the four of them
were chatiing away; and I was ;n front by myself. It

was after ten o'clock when we got to Flemings, and there

was no delay there. It was going on for eleven o'clock
when we arrived at the Canal Bridge, where they halted,
and coughed for ms. They told me: "You go ahead, and

open your back gate™. I went on towards my homs,

| We lived at 32, Connaught Street, @ctuallg, our
home was always being watnha&, rrpm.thﬁ pép and the
bottom of the street. | I went in. Effie Taaffa*was
there, with Rose. I said: "Turn out thélligh;s in the
front of the house™. I went out to the ﬁ?q$ gate, and
npened'iy. Mdire and the thres men had éona up the '
back lape. There: 'was an exlt at the upper end. They
came into the house, through the kitchen, up the stairs,
and in to the drawingrnnm. We put on a llght- I sald
to Rose: "We must get these men Somat.hing to eat. They
are going to stay, in case we were follnwad“ There
wara 110 guns in the parcels. They were small arms.
Seﬁn_macﬂarmntt gave one of them to me, which T still
have. It is a small revolver - all nickel, Rose said:
"We had better give them a bottle of stout”. She went
dawnstairs._ Then she called me, and E;id:' ”Thsré are
only two bottles of stoumf. There was g thirq from which
the cur& had previcusly popped off, On th;s ogcasion, _
there were only two fresh bottles of stout for three men,
and there was ‘Some frightful aweatcake. I sald to Rose:

"I naver could pull a cork"™. She sald she _:nnuld pull

/s
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iﬁa corks. Ve gave Flonén Lynch a-glass of stout, which
had no top on it. We thought it mig?# sicken him, but
it dj;dn't.. These three men stayed for slaveral bours.
They countegi the arms. _Thara were 110. Then we put
the arms into the "glory-hole" under the stairs, where
the gas meter and shelves ars. There were big round
stonea on the floor. I had to pull out i;:ha big stones,
and they shoved in the stuff.

I got up a concert - a Marc_,h_qungart. Bg{]rmar
Hobson was not at any of our concerts. ' All,the concerts
practi'e.ally were gliven in 41,"IE'arnall_rEqugm. I l;ava a

letter in connection with that concert I organised for G.

- Company. We used to do everything for the concerts.

We knew all the artists. Sometimes psople even tried to
Join the Volunteers after our concerts. At ome of these,
Tom ﬁacnonagh made a very daring speech. .It opened with
the words: *I am only a common soldier”. - Pearse spoke
at another concert. I had asked him to_cém. He made

a wonderful speech. None of them was in the habit of
making daring Speeches, because we knew there were always
detectives at these gatherings. Our chief concern was to
raise funds. I ai_:-tendg_{l prac_.tq. cg;lg_a_lllt.hs i‘metiong at
41, Parnell Square. Every week there was a concert for
one or other of the Companies. I cannot :c_'ﬁmam'ner having
had a concert on Palm Sunday. I did not hear of any
concert on Palm Sunday. It would certainly give me g
Jolt to discover that Seén MacDermott and Maqunagh
allowed Bul.mar Hobson ta ma,lca a speech at a concert on
Palm Sunday. They would not have allowed him to go on,
because they would not have wanted him to make a statement
in- publie. I don't beliewe that story.

/Preparstions -
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Preparations for the Kerry Expedition.

On the Saturday night, we had a céilf!}d.ha. T was
there - not dancing - in my Cumann na mBan uniform. I
wa$ not in the ceilidhe room, .I was nut;iqtarasted in
dancing. T was talking to Seén MEcDermmttJ He always
laughed a lot when he was exoited. He always had a very

- insinuating smile. He was talking to me about things in

general, and about the guns. He was paying me really
great compliments, because the Emmet coqeert which I hgd

organised was a great success. _D;ﬁxmuidJLynag ha@ got

.the advertisements for the programme. Then he sald:

"*ou go in tﬁara,:and send out Fionédn Lynch to me, from
the Ceilidhe Hallw.. T want to ﬁiaaq&s a little business
with him. He is one of the men that I had intended to
send to Tralee. Send him out to me. I em going to
cancel that". T went in, and went up along to where
Fionén was. I said Flonén was wanted.outside. I did not
come back; but I cams out afterwards; andrSe&n said;
"Get me Con Keating". Con Kggtgng.yai bought two
tickets from me. He had taken them, but had not paid
for them. I wan# in, anﬂ got Con ﬁsatingf He was a
fine'type of man - a grand character. I said: "Seén
want? you Eutgiﬂe". . Gon Kaating'went out; and Sefn

MacDermott gave him his instructions about going to Kerry.

Con EKeating came up to the hsusﬁ to pay me for the
twoltinketa. I think it was Tuesday. It was in the
day-time. There was a gun, which had to be shifted.
Con Ksating said he woulg shift it.- He put this gun into
the leg of his trousers. It looked just as if lhe had a

8tiff leg. He paid for his tickets, and walked off with
thﬂ' gun.

/Purchase -
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Purchase of Stores for the Rising. N

- I got & note from Seén MacDermott to go down te him
on Tuesday. He Eaii: "I want you té do gomﬁthing
spacial”. He had the ceilidhe money - Mizss MacMahon

‘had handed it over to him - and he gave ms £100. He said:

"I want you to go to the Junlor Army and Navy Stores in
D*Oller Etraéﬁ, and buy all the Army plankéts you can -
also, hgsins“anq soap”. "If you are caught™, he said,
"you don't belong to me". He arranged to meet me in the
hall of the Keating Branch of the Gaelic League. It was
riéht.hesiﬂa'"ﬂn Stad". I was to meet him:thgre at

eight o'cloek on Wednas&ay ﬂight.

.In.ltha meentime, I went to buy the stuff. I brought
Rose O'Doherty with me. . She did not havﬂianything to do
with the bu:,ring-, but she came with ms. We went to the
Army and Navy Stores, wpich was a big ;hnp,_with stairs
going up, and a belcony. I walked up, looking around.

I: came to this counter and I said I was looking for Army.
blankets. They got ti:us.idea that I was some Britisher.

I said I also wanted some Scap and basins. ﬂftefwa

while, T had the Manager. T hed never seen Army

blankets. . He said: ,"What regiment are you catering for®"
I said: I em in the happy position of having friends in
all the ragimants". He said: ™"There is a new regiment

~after coming into Portobello Barracks™, A hew regiment

bad'come. So I sald I just wanted to see the stuff. He
had somebody taking them out, and putting thém down on the
counter. _He Sﬁiﬂ:- "These are better class. How many
do you want?” I was thinking. He sald: "If you take
more, I wlll give you them 'at a flat rate." There were

Some dear, and some chedap. T could not tell you exactly

/how
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‘how many I got, although I had the receipts. . I hed
hundreds of things like that but you wouldn't have time
to look after them all, although I did manage- to salvage
a goed few things. T paid for all the stuff. He was
waiting, very alert. "o what addressa%y, he asked
"will we send them1 for you?" I said: "Care of Count
Pluﬁkatt, Larkhill, Kimmage." He wrote down tha
address. Basins and everything were to bs sent. They

were delivered too.

I met Seén M&{:Dermﬁtt on Wednesday, as arranged.
I 4id not go to him dimctly. He was standing in the
hall. I had the change and the receipts, I said;
"These are the receipts. Will you take them?" Hp said:
"Not at all, not at all. Did you ever meet this man?"
I said:; . "Nov, Standing pear was Migk: céllina, That
was the first time I saw .Mick Collins. Seén had in his
hand a little thing, which T thought was a meat mincer,
Inr coffee strainer. He said: "Do you know what-that is
for? That is for making munitions". I gathered he
gaid it was for mék:ing 22 ammunition, ~ He would not
count the mbnay. He was kind of cranky. He. handed the
gadget and the balance of the money to Mick, and said;
"You take that. These fellows, the blackguards - they
are breaking all my implamsnta. Look at that - so
useful. You go aha_aﬂ_’L, and make these men work harder".
He sald a few things - that the men were slacking, but he.
gave Mick Collins the instructions to get them to work
harder. T had not been home. Seén saild ‘to me; "There

.18 an importaent message for you at home™, ' T went ‘home ,

/G&rrgi'ng.
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Carrying of Dispatch to Kilkenny.

@hﬁrBFWas 8 mggaagg_for me wher I arrived there. I
was to go out immediatalflto Tom Clarke's house in Richmond
Place at the end of Richmond Avenue. By tﬁis time, 1t
must have been half past eight, or later. I used to live o
on the wind most of that time. I had & maid. Anyway, I
went off, down Clonliffe Road and out to Tom Clarke's
house, When I got there, Tom Clarke was sitt;ng in an
ioner room, in off the drﬁﬂingrﬂnm, through folding doore..
I went in to Tom. I said: "Seén sent me". He said:
"Yes. Will you go to Kilkeqny‘;g pbe'mnrning?n I sald:
"0f course™. Tom was very quiet, and very thoughtful.

He said: "Wait & minute. I knew you would. You will
have to get the 6.40 train in .the morning. Cen you make
it?" I sald: QYEE". He said: "Now, we will give you
your train fare, If you ggt aqmathigg, and_ir you have to
take & motor car for the journey home, take it. ~But be
back here by two o'clook™. Thaﬁ was Holy Thursday morning.
"Now, listen", he said, "don't say that eithsr Seén or
myself sent you. Say Pearse sent you". - he repeated it ;
"Don't say that either Seén or myself sent ydu. Say
Pearse sent you". Then he gave me a blue envelope. This
was a written message for De Loughrey. I did not see the
messags ., Tom said: "Tell him that you are to bring the
samples. Say you will take the samples™. in the light
of after events, I know I wasa suppbssd to gﬁt.hanﬂ
grenades; but I did nﬁt know then. That was my message -
that T was to take the gamplaa1 Daly cams up along .
Clonliffe Road with me - escorting me - when I left Tom
Clarke's hnusa'zL Wednesday night. '

/I
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I got up very early on Holy Thursday morning. I
had my msaaga, and £3, which Tom Gla;-ke had given ms.
In the mafnieg, I started off to wak alﬁng the North .
Gircular_Rnad to get to Kingsbridge Station. There wgra
no trams. It was a cattle market day. i Just as I was
at Phibsboro &n old man got off a P&dkn&y car; and I
hired the hackney, gnd drove to Kingsbridge. While I
was in the station - there was quite a qubua 8tanding,
walting for tickets - the first I sgw'waglmarie Perolz;
. and furtherrup in the queue was Meeve Cavanagh. Marie
Perolz went to Waterford. I think Maewve cavanagq went
to Limerick, or it might have beén to Cork. She was
there. I knew her. Miss Perolz and Maeve gavanagn
were there. When I got to the Station then, all the
fuss wes on. We just winked at each other. Then naﬁa
‘came that tbere was a German submarine initha Bay, and
that the wmeil boat wasg delayed. Gnnsaédently, our
train was one hour late in leaving; and T did not see
them again. They all got into the train.. I did not
have to change at al;. I got out at Kilkenny. I am not
very good at praying, but that morning I wéa praying that
I might find the Iron Foundry, without having to ask for

directions. '

I walked frum1the Station, and, walking along, the
first thing I saw was “"Iron Foundry". It was a dingy-
looking ?lace. To whoever was behind the counter, I
said: "I want to see Peter de Loughrey”. He bowed; and
Ilsaid: "I have just come off the train from Dublin, apd
I have a message for him". He was immédiataly
antagopistiec. He said; ™Who sent you?" I said;
"Padraig Pearse". He took the lat£ar, which I handed to

. . . /nim,
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him, end went to en inner room; and ke was out again

in a minutc::r_ No one asked me to sit down. He sald:
TWho sent you?" I sald: "Padreig Peaz:ﬂe"'. He paid:
.“It was not. It was Clarke and MacDermott. - T have

my instructions and T am going to act un; them"™. T said:
"I was told to take the samples™. He s':a_id: "I have my
instructions, and I em going to act op them". He was

. just as short as that.

v
L}

I know that messages were sent out earlier - ?efare
Thu:ﬁﬂay.' I think there were Some Bant:to Kprrg - not
to fall into line with th;_sﬁndayfs qrraﬁgemﬂnta.

Hobson was to blame for it. - I can't prove that. (That
1s why I em so amazed when you said he mede a speech at
a concert on Palm Sunday). _ We were told’ that Hobson
had sent out messages. "Countermanded” was the word -
Hobson had countermanded. You know thﬁt-evary man was
to be ready for Sunday; and you knnw the arrangement
tbat was to be made for Kerry. I was working in the
office in Dawson Street. T don't know, from my own
experience there, that he sent out these me sgages. I
'did not see any messages. T will think it out. That,
a3 I told you, was the impregsion that T bad at the time,
De Loughrey ssid: "I have got my instructions, and I am
going to act on them". Hﬁ would not give mé anything.
"It was not Pearse who sent you", he saiﬂ,r“it was

Clarke and MacDermott sent you".

-

Then I went back to the St:atioq, and got my train
to Dublin. T bought_a twopenny bar of cho&olate. The re
was nothing else to do. When I arrived in Dublin, I
went straight to Tom Clarke's shop. T gave him the

) . /change,
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. change. I told hiﬁ what happened. Tom's eyea_lit
up . He said: "Just as I expected". Hé used to
stare, and look right through you, with the most
extraordinary eyes; you would know he was not thinking
about you. He sald: "Just as I axpeateg". That waa

Holy Thuraﬂay.

It was Marie Perolz who talked about it afterwards to
ma, We talked so often thst I am amazed she can't think

© of it;

I know Dan Carroll went to Kerry. He went on Good
Friday. I can't’ tell you what_msasagg he carried, but
he went to Kerry. He washéha of the very best fellows.
He was Intelligence Officer aftarwardatin Paddy Morants®
Company. He died %gtﬁr, in Australias. The O'Rabilly
came back from Kerry. I understood’ from Dan Carroll that
he met Thﬁ O'Rabilly in Kerry. Dan Carroll told me that.

He was a professor, and was a native ol Newtownsandea.

Good Friday Activities.

On Good Priday morning, at ten minutes to ten (I know
that, as the Phibsboro Church bell rang) - I was_gping to
have new curtains put up for HEaster, particularly because
my maid was going away on Saturday mﬂrniqg;' she was doing
cdds and ends; I sald to bsr: "It is nice and quiet' we
will get them up"®, Mﬂchaal 0 Hanrahan nallai with g
message . He lived higher upfthe street than we. T knew
him personeslly. He said: "You are wanted. Béia
MacNeill wants you immad;atelyrnver g; Headquarters, and
-you are to hring_gome truaty DesSsengers'. He éﬁw the
pns;#ion I was in. I wae there, and thﬁrcurtainﬂ were

down. I sald: "Tell him I will be immediately over,

Jafter
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you!. 8o I went.

ﬁ_;: my way down, I decided %0 call for Miss ¥Perolsz, having

seen her the previous day. Bhe was living in North Great

Ggorge's 8t. I called in. ' Bhe was down in her basement. She

was very tired, but she was up. She said, yes, she would go -
"bed luck to you,0'Doberty"! I went down George's Bt, down
the hill. and in to Tom Clarke's shop. Tom was standing there

in the shop. There were no customers. He was looking into

the future. He wae not locking at you at ell. I talked %o

him. He said "Go over io MacNeill. Don't bring any messengeys
but come back and tell me what is happening”. :'So we Jjust had
8 few words. I forget what it was sbout. It wae not anything
pf any bearing on this at all. I went straight over to head-

gunariers, No. 2 Daweon St.

There was confusion at headquarters. Barney Mellows was
singing. The women of the Cumann na mBan were teking out the
remginder of the s tuff. They were in a room nn the right-hand
eide of the froni. Eoin Hacﬂbﬂl and Barney Mallows were in a
roon on the left-hand side of the firet floor.: I went streight
to Eoim MacNeill. His face was a study to me, Heo was always
very sallow. He now had two huge pink spota. He sald to me:
"} want you". He did noi ask me about the maﬁaangera. He
gald: "Weit awhile. I want to give you ell my private papers'.
I wes stending there. They were tearing up things end pulling
out everything. I stood mar ground. I did not say anything -
at all to him, or anybody. There was real confusion, But 1t
wag not like a raid, béﬁausa they were singiné:: ;. MacNeill seild
to me: “Hobson is out joy-riding". This was Good Friday
morning. I heard a whole lot. Anyhow, thls was the statement
- that Hobson was out Joy-riding, and they waral_ very mach

‘annoyed with him, on such a day and with so much at stake; and

he was out joy-riding. .Mies Perolz came up the stairs.
MacNeill had this parcel - sll papers - roclled. It was a very



>

23
big parcel. He made it himself. I saw him reading things,
and tearing up some, These were his private papers. I can
assure you I never looked at them once I gave my worde It
wa8 a parcel rolled in browvm paper. Finally.:ilﬂ waﬁ finished.
He salid: "You keep those until they are called for; keep them
yourself" - he emphasised “yourself" - until I send a special
messenger to you. He said this girl, Ryen, w&uld call for
them. This girl, Maeve Ryan, was a blonde, with ringlets,
and was dressed h-aautifuny; she lived, as fm; as I know, orm
Clonliffe Road. "MacNelll emphasised the fact that I was to
Keep them under my own control - "keep them yourself". The
last sight I got of Barney Mellows was of him still singing

in the room.

1 walked down the stairs, chatting to Macﬁbill. When we
came to the auta:: door, Mise Perolz was now standing outside
the door. Hoey, the detective, who. was alweys haunting us,
was standing at the lamp-post. Eoin MacHeill's car was not
directly outside No, 23 it was up a bit - ahnuf a hundred yards
beyond it. I went up with him, cerrying the parcel myself,
end shook hands with him. I turned round and saw that thn-
MacDonagh was joining Mise Perolz. FHe was m:_-tl in No. 2 Dawson
B%." 1 did not see him there. BHe neversiruck me as serious.
He aaiti to me: "Allow me, Madame", I said: “mﬁ. no, I carry
my own parcel". He safd"to me: "I don't walk with a ledy
with a parcel". I said: "Then you don't walk with me". We
just walked along. He said he was going out to the Volunteers
in Croydon Park, Fairview. I parted with him e;t College St.

I did not want to be with eanybody. I felt I had something

‘valusble. I felt I owed that much to Macleill. I took home

his parcel.

On Good Friday afternoon I went down to Liberty Hall to
see the Countess. I was very fond of her - end still am.
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Bhe did a lot for us, and no one realises more what she

did ‘for us. There are a few petty women who did not think
much of her. I went into Liberty Hall to see her. I thought
I was accustomed i0 her eccentricities. She said to me:

"I went to show you somsthing. I could not fight in skirts,
though I am wearing ons now." Bhe had & short skirt of green
materisl and she just undid one big hook. She & 600 up in
Breeches and puttees. It was a shock that remained with me,
when she undid the hook. Bhe rapaatéﬂ: "I could not fight
in skirte". She was very proud of herself. I don't think
1t wae 8 éaa;-uff'uniranm of Mallin's. This .was perféct-
fitting. BShe looked marvellous. She had a Sam Brown. She
wanted to‘ehnw 1t to me. You know how tall she ﬁaa, and

how skinny Hallin was. 8She really looked marvellous. BShe
said: "Come in to Connolly". B8he brought me in to Connolly.
He had @ green coet on him snd had it open at the neck, I
thought he was only after weking wp. He was dishevelled.
They were printing the proclamationm. I did not know Connolly
very well., That was the last {ime I was in Liberty Hall.

I had been so often in Liberty Hall when the éhuntaaa had
her kitchen during the strike £n 1913. That is how I was
very familiar with her,

Holy Saturday.

On Holy Saturday, my maid went away for the day
and never came bhack.

On Saturday, my husband arrived with a big case of gums
from Derry. It was & huge case, like & cabin trunk. The
;.irai:ﬂ. El:n‘t in to Amiens St. Station around one o'clock. It
was well known that the guns were coming., It was like bees
around a Jampot, because the crowd were armmq to get the
revoivers. There were all kinde of revolvers and ammunition

for them. There were no rifles. He brought them from Derry.
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He ceme home on Holy Thursday night from his business
travels and he went straight to Sean McDermiott, who sent

him to Derry on Good Fridey. He used to bring home tins

of gelignite. He had to go down to Sean MoDermott with them.
I can't tell you any other details, Joe O'Doherty was in
Dublin. I left him In the house when I went awey on Holy
Thureday morning., I did not see him when I came bac‘lt. My -
huaband esid to me that Sean McDermoii ordered Joe back to
Derry immediately; he was very annoyed with him. On Good
Friday he had to go on the mall Frain to Derry. On

-Saturday these guns were being distiributed. At the same

time, I had to leave my children and go t0 Lawler's of
Fownee 8t. to buy webbing and water bottles for people

coming to the house for them. I made three journsys. I

had to put on a different hat each time I went to the shop.
I did a lot of shopping of that sort for them.

During the day various people came looking for arms,
emmuni $ion and equipment. Miss Perolz came looking for
+303 for a frienml of hers and I geve 1% to her, Annthaf‘
who came was Patrick Shortis who was unfortunately killed
in the Rising. ' |

Sean Hegarly wee a man who gave greﬁt iaaistame
doing all sorte of Jobs.. As I have alreasdy said, he, and
not Welpole, hoisted the flag on the G.P.0. on Easter
Monday. The Scottish contingent were coming and going ell
dey - Bddie Carrigan, Psddy Morrin, Sandy Cermichael,
Cormac Turner, two brothers celied Rice. One of these
brothers did not take part in the Rising because he got
covered with a resh and had to go to hospital.

On Saturday -nieht.nw husband was eal]laﬁ on a very
important message to Sean: McDermott who asked him to ;b'ﬂlect
Pearse from Sean T. 0'Kelly'e house, I think in Butland 1
Place. He, my hueband, cslied at 26 North Frederick St.
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and ﬁrnught with hinm -a fine fellow called ﬁeut. Craven,
g Volunteer.*I have his narrative about his part in the
Rising and will give it to you. They brought Pearse ‘Eﬂ B
meeting in Hardwicke Bt. This would be after midnight. My
hueband and Craven stood guard in a room in the house during
the meetlng which lasted a long time. Gravﬁn did some great
work on the Easter Sunday, being sent to fetch some
gelipgnite {.‘rnm & quarry in Co. Dublin. 1

Baster Bunday.

On Sunday nobody knew what was happening. People kept
coming fin and out and telking excitedly. Micheal O'Hanrshan
came. liam Archer, Diarmuid Hegarty, Ficnan Lynch, Paddy
Moran, Michael Staines and Gearoid 0'Sullivan came in
in the evening and I remember giving them a1l rashers and
egge. During Sunday, in spite of the countermanding order
in thef paper, I myssdlfl received a mobilisation order. This
was contradicted later. The men were discussing the same
thing. Their mobilisation orders were cancelled and they
were to stand to.

t

* ~ The Rising.

On Monday morning the order to mobilise came to my
husband direct from Bean McDemott and & similar one from
G/Coy. 2nd Battalion, to which he belonged. Paddy Moran
came in great excitement with a pair of lady's white gloves
and h:l;.a will. He had teken & girl to a dence on the
Saturday night and her gloves Iremained in hﬁa pocket. He
then told me:. that he was going to fight and ;takuﬂ mu}what:
foodstuffs he could bring round to me from Doyle's im
Fhibsboro' where he worked snd where I used fu,hmjr my
supplies. He brought me a basketful of tins . of Ealmoﬁ';
loaves of bread and jam. Immediately after that Eraﬁk Daly
called, He asked what tools he could ‘get to demolish &
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bridge that had been asaigned to him, It m a bridge

on the Enuntry side of the Cabra Bridge. He took g1l the
tools he could lay hends on. He saw my plight, alons with

S small children. On Tuesday, the girl who was engaged to
Bulmer Hobson called. She was weeping, end leaning on
another girl who was with her. "Where iﬂ ﬁulmar?“ she asked.
She had been sent by MacNeill to fetch his ﬁaparé'whiuh I
handed over to her. At some hour thet aamﬂ1mnrn1ngfﬂily
O'Hanrenan called to discuse thinge with.me. She told me
that she had beer on & message to Enniscorthy and Wexf?rd,,
that she hed not delivered it but had eaten it, Mrs. Martim
Conlon and two of the Foleys called and ﬂiscusaad the
release of Hobson. Maire Ni Cairbre, later Hrs; English,
came 0 ask 1f I had any more arme or smnmunition in the house
She was 20 anxious to0 get them that I went to an o0ld
Parnellite, Mr. Gogglone, who had often shﬂwnl me guns ang .

emell arms which he had kept as sBouvenirs. Ha gave Maire

Ni Cairbre all he had. The rest of the wesk was uneventful.
My husbend wae away. People down the street were opening
thelr doors and giving tea to the soldiers and there were
all sorts of wild rumours scattered. On Thursday, Father
Ned Flynn, the curate in Ratoath, who had .attended the
wounded after the battle ﬂfrﬁﬁhbonrha, made his way in to
me on a blcycle. He gave an ac¢nun¥ of the battle. He
comminicated with my brother, Fr. Gibbons in Kinmegad end
the latter came with a car on the ﬁriﬁay-ani togk myself
and the children with him to Kinnegad. I think I stayed
there till about the 9th May,

I think it was on 3rd May, the day of Pearse's
exacution, that my eister, M. Columba of thu-Lureto Convent,
Navan, wrote the poem "Who fears to speak of Easter Weelk",
The two Pearses were very close friends of mﬁ brother. The
song wes being sung all over the place. I did not know at
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the timd that 1t was composed by my aister ?na'it was signed
merely "Colm". BShe was always very paitriotic and got into
difficulties in the convent over it. We used to send her
the national papers through a travelling Irifl.sh taachar.',
Seams é Murchadha. She wrote the song on the ‘tl':ack of an
envelope and gave it to him. He had it typed end
dieseminated. It caught on very rapidly. |

volunteers' Dependanta' Fund and amalgama'-tiou:
of the two bodies. )

Almost immedistely after the axgcuu' - my maid ceme
back to me on the I2th May - a few of us met in an ofﬂce:
in D'Olier 8t. It belonged to Sean (Jchn R.) Raynulﬂﬁ;
Mips McMshon and I hed.been in touch with him! bafors the
Rising. He had put ue on the Wolfe Tone Committee which
used to meet in 41 Parmell Square. Our purpose in meeting
now wes 10 collect the names of the men in gacl and to get
in touch with their dependants. Miss Mcimhom told me that
there wae a. quantity of gold coins - this waes very hush-
hush - supposed to be buried in Tom Clarke's garden at the
top of Richmond Ave. This would, mo doubt, have been sent
by Clan na Gael, She suggested that it would be used for
the relisf of the Volunteers' dependants. ﬁﬂlat money never
materislised, 5o we did not know where to turn to provide
funds, The guthorities banned sll our efforts to collect
money publicly, by flag days, etc. Private si:bscriptims |
were coming ¥nto our Organisstion which was called the
Volunteers' Dependants' Fumd. Miss Mclghon was the chief
driving force of the organisation. She worked 18 hours a
day. Eily O'Hanrshasn was an early mam‘;ér. : Molly Reynolds
ves a good worker t00. Our chief difficulty was that some
persons were getting money from a rival organisation called
the National Aid Associatiom. The prominent members of
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thies were Fred Allen (Sec.), Mrs. Wyse-Power, Louise Gavan-
Dufi"y, Min Ryan, Aldserman Corrigsn, John Gn'ra. Tom Cullen
{(the architect), J. Hc"ifﬂig:h, John Dillen Eulg&nt. There was
mo prohibition on thelr collecting money, perhaps because
of théir NAME o They had intended to work: on a big scale
and there wes continued friction., We found that having got
money from them, people also came to us and some even gotb
money from the Prince of Wales Fund which was a fund raised
for the relief of British War widows. The confusion only
lasted at the outside six weeks. In mid-June John
Archdeacon Murphy of Buffalo ;am: over a8 a repreaentative
of Clan na Gael and John Gill of the Bronx, New York, as a

_rapraamtatiw of Labour.

It was sbout this time thatE[ applied for and obtalned
a permit to vieit Austin Stack in Kiimaivhem. I showed my
paﬁnit to the sentry at the’ gate, gave him a half-crown and
walked innocently scross the yerd. B8Suddenly Austin Stack,
Con Collins end SesmuB Brenman — he had been arrested in
connection with the trouble in Tullamore before the Rising -
rushed towards me in great excitement. Austin said they -
had a chance to escape through a friendly wa:rdar if a car
could be procured and brought to the priacnr_g_'sﬁa et midnight
the next evening. I did mot know what to dic;.. I went to
Floss O'Doherty, a cousin of Fionan Lynch, who was a iteacher
in Queen St. Schools. After a lot of trouble he succeeded
in getting a milk-cart which he arranged wou;l.d turm up at
the prison gete at the gppointed hour the mext evening.

I went home, and what was my amazement to see the door
opened by Sesmus Brennsm. He informed me that, shorfly
after my visit to the prison, Austin Stack and Con Collins
had been transferred to-Mountjoy and he hﬁ.msglf with some-

others had been set free after a drumhead courtmartiel.



In the Spring of 1916 the Clsn na Gaalrin.Amaricm
haﬂ celled an Irish Race Convention in New York from whicl
aprang 8 new open -~ not cvath-bound - organisatian, called
The ¥Friends of Irish Freedom, Its object was to crystallise
the Iiﬂﬁn American vote for the purpose of Americen poliltlcs.
Judge Cohalan came 1o be head of it although Fr. P.HcGuinnesgs:
the Carmelite, was elected kead, bui, being shortly after
alected Supserlor-General of his Order, he had to gﬁ %o Home,
1éaving'cbhaian in sole comand. Immediately am receiving )
the naﬁn of the executions the Irish bloeod ﬁaa roused to
indignetion and the F.0.I.F. started a nation-wide collection
by which the money poured in. The Clan na Geel (John Devoy)
wented ‘to pick up the thresds of the organisation hsre.
No letters or papers went uncensored. Consequently, there
were four delegates nominated by the F.0.I.F. which was
honeycombed by Clan na Gael. ‘Thaﬂe were sent to Ireland .
in the: second week of June to collect fireit~hand informatiom
end to make arrsngements for disbursing the considerable
moneys of the Fund. The two mant}unad came through. Hurfhy
was a member of the Council of Clan na Gael. He wes a lawyex
Gill was & lebour leader. HNr. Murphy told me he travelled
with 13 suits. The other two - one of them was Thomas
Hughes Kelly, —I cannot remember the mame of the second -
wore turned back from Limerpogls The delegates stayed im
the Gresham.. On the day of thelr arrivel they went over fo
@G111's to see my husbend whose name} was given them by John
Devoy. I was sent- for immediately as they wanted somebody
vho would show them round to the places they wanted to go
and ‘0 the pecple they wented to see. The detectives
followed them from their arrivsl and questioned them in the
Gresham. They were ordered to go to H.Q. at Parkgate to
report the purpose O:E' their visit which they éxplaina& was
to provide relief. I ceme o the Greeham end after a short

conversetion in which I explained all I knew about the
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victims of the Rising and the families of the executed and
jmprisoned voliunteers. They insisted that I should
aummp-a:w them in all their fact-finding via:;.t'.n.‘ They even
wantoed {0 pay me. They hired a car -~ the same driver I had
taken on the occasion of saving th:a guns. Everywhere we ﬁem‘:
we were followed by another jeunting car full of detectives,
The Americans called -muﬂeffaa Christian Bpothers.

Johnny Lawlor, our driver, 4id his haset“to lead them a
dance by making all sorts of detours. I brought them first
to the North King St. area to the houses where the tenants hed
been butchered by the British soldlers. We visited every
house which, of course, took hours. They were terribly
ivpressed. Then I took them to the houses urr the .exacntad
leaders. We went first to St. Enda's where Mra. Pearse
showed the relics of hef sons and the 1ettér_ éant out to her
by the prison govermor telling her Pedraig wanted to ses her
before his execution. For almost three weeks we continued
these visits. In the meantime, Min Ryan came back from
America where she had been sent by the Committes of the
Hatinnﬁl Ald. She had only been awey 6 weeks altogether, f:ni
gaid that there wae no money to be got in America. I heard
that she I:Inad asked Mrs. Clarke for an introduction to Jchn
Devoy but hed not got it. Her mission wae a failure as she
evidently did not sucesed in making emy useful contac;*.s.

I remember one funny. incident in the course of our visite
to the relatives of those who were executed or killed. The
delegates wanted to see a real live Fenian. I brnugi-lt tha:ﬁ
t0o Peadar Macken's father who lived in Nassau Lane. He was
fn bed as he had been when I visited him aarlil_er. " He did not
say @& word. I asked him to tell about his activities in '67
but he still remained silent, looking at his visitors. I
filled his pipe for him and then he said "Do you know what th.
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" girl said to the priest when he asked her ani awkward question

at confession: "Well, father" says she, "if'it's your

'haaring_ day, it'e not my telling day." The, delegates were

very much snmused and when we left, aesked me to repeat the -
story to them so that they could tell it ae:aim in America.

: : | '
They then found that we had two funds qnﬁ that there

was overlapping. Therefore they decided ﬂhaf an amalgamation

ghould be brought about. Hr. John Arahdaannn Murphy
apprnanhad both parties with this object in view. I should
pﬂint out that the Iriah Voluntesrs? Dﬂpnnﬂanta' Fund dealt
sclely with the relativﬂs and dependants of thu executed and
imprisoned Volunteers while the other worked on broader lines.
Very strong objection was reised by members of the I.V.D.Fund
to the presence on the committee of certain I:r:l.ah Party
representatives, mainly Hibernians, e.g., J. ﬂc‘?ﬁigh and
Nogent. The final decigion was that there Eh;:‘l.lld be twelve:
members: of each committee with: 5 labour mam‘ﬂnra {D‘Brian,,
Farren, Forean and 2 others). Archbishop Walsh was :Lmite:d
to act 8s Chairman. He deputed the adminietr_gtar, Father
Bowden of the pro-~Cathedral, _H'arlho:'a'at., to?act in his
place. When the committee was formed Mr. Keotfmna of Bill's
wae appointed deputy chairman. |

The delegetes had brought £5,000 with them as & tokem
end gave & promise .of endless coniributions. ILarkin from
America sent & sum of money expressly 1o Fr. ﬁagannia who was
on holidays at the time at the Carmelite College, Terenure.

I don't know what the money was for or how it was disposed
ofs Our Fund d1d not get it. The two delegates drove with

nie to0 deliver It to Fr. Magennls.

The name of the orgsnisation was henceforth the National
Aid and Volunteer Dependents' Fund and we took quarters

finally in Exchequer 3t.
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It has been generelly conceded that nnffunﬂ has ever
been 60 economicaelly sdministered. As well as America which,
of course, contributed the lion's share of our funds,
Ireland's friends in Bnglend, Scotlend, Africa, Canada and
Auatralis esent generous contributions for our purposes.

On the return of the convicted priscaners in June lgi?, each
of them received & lump 8um - £40 for married men and £20
for single ﬁenfop the aay.uf their release, as well as £250
later for married men and £150 for single mgn; or the
aquivalunt of a year's salary. Any further information
raquired in regard to the disbursing of the mnnefs'or the
Fund and the operation generelly of the Committee can 'be
obtained from the.mimetes of the meetings which, as I have
already stated, are deposited in the names ér the three
trusteess John Murphy (formerly of O'Loughlin, Murphy and
Boland), who is atill alive and vho was a close friend of
‘Parnell's and wes very prominent in the '98 Ealabratiqns,
#{11iam O'Brien and myselfs '

Mr. Gill returned to America some time bhefore M¥r.
Archdeacon Nurphy and there wae a little comic episode
gssociated with his departure.

He was very fond of birds and he told me he wished to
bring back one or two from Ireland., I said I might be able
to get him one. The caretaker of the house in FKorilh
Frederick St. where the Hibernian.Rifles and the Keating
Branch of the Gaelic League were located wa&lan ex=soldier
called O'Toole. He had rescued a linnet in a cage from the
Linenhall Barracks whem they were burmt down end brought it
%o Nth. Frederick St. & member of the Hibernian Rifles,
Chriesty Heaiy,.and myself asked him to sell ft to Mr. Gill.
He refused, probably expecting an offer of a large sum %o
be paid for it. Healy told me he would undertake to get
the linnet which sang beautifully. He arranged with & pal
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of his tc meet on Sundey morning at a certain placea: and to
go to the Bird Market to buy a lirmet. Healy turmed up

but although he waited a considerable time, his pal did not.
He went glone to the Bird Market and hnughtla linnet in a
small cage. When he informed me what he haﬁ done I went to
the house in Frederick St. and, finding the careteker's wife
there, I sent her on some errand to get her out of the way.
Healy substituted the limnet he had bought for the one in
the cage which he tock home with him to his hnuée in
Fhibsboro Road and hung it in-ité cage on the well. Healy's
pal, who had made a mistake about the place: of "sppointment,
aleo turned up at the Bird Market and bought a linmet in a
cage. He brought it to Frederick Bt. amd az@hangad it for
what he thought was the wanted linnet which he tock to
Hegly's house, Healy.was not im, €0 he laid 1t on a table
in the parlour. When the caretaker's wife ceme back her
liﬁfie gom told her that Christy Healy had tsken.'their
linngt out of the cage and put in aﬂnthar. -She rushed to
Healy's house and; eeeing the linnet in the case on the
table, she seized it saying: "My darling hirﬂ; you'll never
see the shores of America". | Mr. Gill wes delighted with
the bird when it wae brought to him and he took it back ﬁith
him {0 America.

Immediately after the Rising my husband had started
orgenising the I.R.B. and he became the acting head of the
Supreme Council of the Frovieional Government of the
Republic which met at our house. All cckmunications from
John Devoy ceme t0 him ard. that is why the Amerlcan delegates
contacted im in the first instance, |

According as batches of prisoners were released from
time to timp from British camps and gmols a lot of unfair
comment was reported from various places against the leadsers
of those Volunteer Brigades - such as Cork and Kerry - which
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had taken mo part in the Rising. My husband, as heed of the
Supreme Council, attended an inguiry intco the matter which

resulted in a complete exoneration of the leaders in question.

McCartan's Miasions. Count Plunkett's- Election.

Return of Prisaoners.

Kevin Q'S8heilg Ardrew Halone ceme to our house with &
visw to pending somebody to America in order to havé Ireland's
case represented at the Peace Conference. Count Flunkelt was

for the Peace Conference '
the man chosen//he having been elected as member for
Roscommon in the Republican interest. My husband and Fr.
0'Flanasgan wrote his election asddress for him in our house.
There were no funds to fight an election. On hearing this
from my husband, Pr. Flynn of Ratoath wired to me that thoy
could count on him for £400. When Mr. Kechane of Gillls was
informed of this, he said they should not accept all that
from him, that he himself would put up £200. This sum of
£400 formed the basis of the eldction fund. Without ths
gonerceity of these two men the eleéilon could not have been:
fought. Of course, the money was eventually relmbursed from

funds collected in the consti tuency.

Just before the eleciion one.day BMick Gollinﬂ. wag in
‘our housse. He was very anxious to go down to help at the
election: bu;t did not kKnow how he.could get th:l:‘_;\-l.'E- A8 it
happered, William O'Brien celled, and when I found he wae
driving down to Roscommon, I asked him if he had room for a
man. He said he had and Mick Collins got the seat. William
has often sgid to me since that I had the responsibility of
launching Mick Collins on his carser.

At that time petirol, being strictly rationed, was very
scarce, I want to pey a special tribute to the Liberty Hall

men ih this connection. At my request, William O'Brien ard
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Tom Farren, who had beén accustomed to electioneering,
collected a man called Sexton, Dan McCarthy and some others.
All these said they would like to go down, but where were
they to procure the petrol? My husbeand arraﬁg&d with & man
who hed a cycle shop, Reynolde, in North Kiné St., and one dey
a message camé to me that the "stuff" was there and should be
fetched immediately. My maid's mother, Mrs. Healy, who lived
in 188 Phibsboro Road, hed & small pony and trep which 1
borrowed end was obliged toc yoke myself., I éallﬂd at the
cycle shop and Reynolda and another mem: loaded in a saeck into
the trap 9 tins of peirol. One of these lsaked on the WEY
and I deposited it in the hell of a tenaméﬁt houae. Th{B
petrol was used for the variocus care that went from Dublin

to the Roacommon election.

Michael Davitt wae the first choice of the local
committee in Roscommon and, when he delined in deference to
his mother's wishes, Mrs Laurence Ginnell was sent to inter-
view the Count in Oxford, who consented to stand. Ward's -
Hotel in Boyle was the headquarters for/flepublican side.

Before proposing the Count as candidate, my husband had
got an assurance: from him that he stood on the platform of
the Proclemation of Easter Week.

KMy husband's activities in connection with the
Roscommon election did not meet with the approval of his
collsagues in the Supreme Council of the I.R.B. who d1d not
gegom to realise: that the object rﬁr which that Body was
founded and kept in existence up to the Rising had been
realised and the. Republic become a falt{ accompli by tle
Proclamation of Easter Week, Therefore, slthough they had
ample funds In their treasury i1 was not maede avallable for

this "constitutional" purpose.

Between the Roscomon election and the Longford election
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the Comnt I"-EB active in establishing Liberty Clubs as
opposed to the Sinn Fein Clubs, as Arthur Griffith wes
81111 Preanident of Simn Feln. +

The first Sinn Pein Club in the clty that was started
after the Rising was the O'Rehilly Club in North Frederick
8t. Sean T. 0'Kelly asked could he join it and did. This
Club becaeme thie nucleus of e Binn Fein Election Committee
for representation in public bodies.

- The establishment of the Liberty Clubs contemporsneously
with the existence of Sinn Fuin resulted in ubnfus}nsrtha
public mind on the exact position and after de Valera wae
returﬁﬂd for Clare and really recognised as leader, the name
of Liberty Club was sbandoned arﬂ.thﬂ term Sinn Fein was
hanceforth.;ynnmymous with Republican.

-

The next decision was that eomebody should contaot
Russia."Andrew Malone" knew & Ruseian doctor in London amnd
suggested that contact should be made through him. .

Pat McCarten, who was on the run for almost a year in
Tyrone, had not been attending the meetinge in our house,
but thafe naﬁ a constant courier fravalling--jJuaephina
Owens of Beragh (sﬂa afterwards married Justice Q'Hanrshan) -
who took messagee to him. The difficulty then arcose of
getting a paﬂﬁpnrt For whoever should go as ami.sﬂar:,r to
Russla. LA rﬁrgad paasport for Italy was obtained for Dr.
McCartan who volunteered to undertake the miseion. Having
gone to Liverpool, he found there wase no prospect of getting
away for weeks so0 he went to London where he interviewed '
the G-awn Duffys end met this Russian doctor &b '. T.ha:l.r home.,
His visit to London coincided with the publication of
Wilson"s famous ¥4 points as conditions of & paéduh:jmatm

On the evening of the release of the prisoners Ifrom Lewos
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. Gaol be tried to contact them et Bustom. He found that
they had been taken by a special traim, He'.follcwad by the
night meil and overtock them at Holyhead. He showed them
the statement that he was bringing with him to the Russisn
government. The text of that is fn his book.

In the meentime McCartan had got ward from Dublin to go
to America instead of to Rusaia. Actually on the way to
Dublin Eoin MacNeill begen to write & statement which was to
be signed by the most prominent of the released men. The
boat ceme 1n:1-.o Dunlaoghaire and the ex-prisomers came to:
Westland Row and were teken to Fleming's Hotel in Gardimer's
Place. McCartan (who was still on the ryun) travelled to
tom by irem. As an arrangement. wae made that all the
released men would meet at the National Aid Offices in
Exchequer St. to be photographed, it was decided that the
statement should be completed and signed there by the

representative men,

During the roranouﬁ, I prepared a linen handkerchisf,
dipping It in cold starch and iponing it while wet so that
it would be like parchment. The men then met, the statement
was epproved and signed. The full text of it also is in
McCarten's book "With de Valera in America", My husband ami
Dr. Hcﬂartanb brought the statement to our house end
transcribed it Iin indelible 1nk on the handkerchief,
transcribing also the names of the signatories. When it wes
dry I dipped it in cold water to remove the st;ffaning. I
then took MeCartan's walstcoat, ripped it at th:,a top and
bottom snd inserted the statement between the two linings.

I then sewed up the waiatcost agein and he brought it in that
way to Americe, wearing it under his sallor's gansey.

In 1918 I wee on a panel of Sinn Fein candidates put

forward for election to the Corporetion. Mrs. Wyse-Power was
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the other women., Sean T. 0'Kelly also was & candidsté., I.
loat by four votes. Mrs. Wyse-Power and Seasn T. were elected.
Bhortly afterwards on the same ticket I was elected Poor Law
‘Guarafan. '

{
Death of Thomas Ashe.

When Thomas Ashe died on htmgﬁi* strike in Mountjoy
Alinse D"Rahilly and myself were deputed by thé National Aid
Society to buy wreaths and hire cars for the relatives of
Tom Ashe at his fumeral.

Vislts to Amsrica and Aseociations with
Clen na Gael.

I should mentim.,_ lest I fn‘rgut it, that if you have
not got a copy of the last part of Casement's ﬂiarﬁr dealing
with the month .of March just before he laﬂ;-—&mnan:r for
Ireland, I m.i.gh*h be able to prérmra it for ym;. When I was-
§n America In 1932, Maloney was writing his bock ebout the
forged dilaries and Joe McGarrity gave me the -:'I_riana_l of ths
diary to get _phntaatatic coples made of it for the purpcse ‘
o‘r completing Meloney's book on the forged diaries. I got
four copies made at the Chrysler Bullding in ﬂ_ﬂw York and
Joe McGarrity gave me one copy for myself which I brought
back to Irelend with me. Dr. Ourry, who was a close friend
of Cesement during his last months 1n Germany, %took chargs
of the diar{y for him - which was addrqaﬂed to .Toa McGari'ity
at the address in Philadelphie at which Casement had stayed
with him - concesled it in a piece of lead piping buried in
the ground, until he found an opportunity of bringing it to
America end hending it over to MecGarrity. I don't know at
what date 1t was ectually handed over "l;cu him, t:ut 1t cannot
have been long befora my arrival in March 1932. I lent my
copy to de Valera who, I presume, gtill has it., I shall

ask him for it vhen I have an opportuniiy.



=
T

Maloney, who had the greater part of his book wri & ten,,
before I left, ssked me to read it over ito him Joe Hcf}érrity'
told me that EcGooey, who left Germany for Ireland & short time
before the Rising, never arrived there. He thought he eas lost
at sea. I understood from Joe that he was from Tyrone.Spimiler
says in an eppendix to his book that hi-ar was one of the
prisoners of the Irish Erigada at Zossen and that it was he and-
a Corporal 0'Toole that were: originally to caome over with
Casement. .

My first viﬁ;j;.t to America was in 1920. I went aut there
because my husband had Been sent. there in 1019 by Keohame of
Gill's on e business mission for that firm By which ke vas
employed. He had been on hunger strike in Hount jor for 19 days
end was released under the Cat and House Act. He went to
America from Liverpool via Belfast as a stowaway. While there

- he devoted a lot of his time to propagemia for the Irish cause,

working in comjumction with: Clen na Gael and the ¥,0.I.F. He
worked on Joe McGarrity's ﬁaper "The Irish Press! which wse
published in Philadelphia. '

I met Herry Boland who wes in America st that time Reving
been sent over largely through the influence of Mick Collins
who wanted to have a direct link with Clan s -Gael. He
Jolned forces with Liam Mellows, Pat McCartan and Liam Lymech.
They had been instructed by the Dpil to reise a loan of 1%
erillifon dollars in the U.8., Harry was also to prepare the wair
for de Valera's visit. 4s he was on the Supreme Council of
the I,R.B. he would have the entrde to the mestings of the

'rmuhcna of Clen na Gael and de Valera would mpot, because,

after the Rising and when released from prison, he had refused
- a8 did Cathal Brugha - to have anything more to do with the
Brotherhood. They comsidered thet it had mo furilier ressom
for existence as the Republic to establish which the orgsnisa-—
tion waes founded had been Sclemiilyproclaeimed in Baster

Week when the I.R.A. had teken the field openly, not se ax
oathibound socisty, bﬁt ag an' army of Irish citizens of all

classes. On the other hemd, Mick Colline aend Herry Boland
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with some others worked harﬂ_bﬂth in detention and af'ter
their release to form a powerful instrument of the organisation

and they eventually dominated it.

In February I219, the third Irish Rece Convention was
held in Philsdelphias with. a view to getting all elements of
the Irish-American populstion, especially their leadsrs,
to gink their differences snd co-operate wholeheartedly to
maintain the status quo in Ireland where the Republic had
been established de jure as well ae de facto by the elections
in December 1918, and to give her financlal aid to carry on
the struggle with Bmgland. Jos McGarrity was mainly
instrumental in bringing about the Convention vhich wes held
in Philedelphia and wae attended By ell the prominent leaders
of the clergy and laity who were interested in the welfare of
Ireland. After ﬁrutracteﬂ:ﬁisaussion it wes sgreed that £he
mo8t practical method of helping Ireland was t0 bring pressure
to bear on President Wilson to have the delegates chosen by
the Dail, nsmely de Valera, Count Plunkett and Arthur Griffith,
received by the Peace Conference with a view to obtaining
world recognition of the Irish Republic. A resclutionm was
also paseed to give financial aid to the govermment of the
Republic and a Victory Fund of one million dollars was

 insugurated.

Three prominent American citizens, Frank P. Walsh,,
Govarnor Dunnﬂ_anﬂ liichasl J. Ryan, were chosen as delegates
to the Convention to travel to Paris to interview President
Wileon. Ryan was a Clan na Geel men, leader of the U,I.L.
and represented the interests of Cohalan and Devoy. They
fagiled to influence Wilson to get a hearing for the Dail
representatives at the Peace Confereice. Lloyd George was
the chief obstacle. They then travelled to Ireland and
toured the country to find out conditions for themselves.
They wrote. a damning report of the British aﬁmiﬁiﬁtration.in
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Irelend, M.J. Ryan refused io.sigm it and éhnrtly after
returned to America. The delegates suggested that when de
Valers went fo ﬁmarica he should hold meetinga in all. paris
of the States for the purpose of enlisting the Eympﬁthy of
the Irish Americans and raising a loan - M.J. Ryam sald he
could foresee no difficulty in raising coneiderably more
then the 1i million dollars slready éanﬂticnaﬁ'hy thke Dail.
That would snable them t¢ continue the atrugglq'againat
Britalm, as they could now expect nothing from the Peace:

Conferenceo.

" After - his arrival in Americs in June 1919, de Valeram
stayed three weeks with Joe MeGarrity in Philadelphig.
He then took rooms in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York
and at once was hailed enthusiastically as the President of
the Irish Republic. He was interviewed by reporters from
ail the prominent papers. In reply to their questions he
hanﬂqg them for publication a statement of which I shall’
give‘ydu a copy (AppendixX.,). There seemed to be complete
unanimity of opinion among Clanm na Gsel and the F.O.I.F.
in regard to helping him to carry out his miasinn.

In a ghort time, however, it became apﬁﬁranﬁ that the
co-operation of Cohalam, who wae head of the F.0.I.F. and
who had shown himself very obstructive at the Irish Race
Convention in February, would not be fortheoming. He looked
upon himeelf as the leader of 20 million Irish. Americans -
was, in fact, looked up to as such ~ and therefore a very
important man in the political life of America: fHe was a
Judge of the Supreme Court which wae a high ﬁistinctinn for
eny Irishmen - or even American - %o attain. ge had no
intention of handing over the orgsmisatiom which he controlled
%0 a man who, he reelised at once, mighi seriously undermine
his suthority with hie followers. -



At & meeting of the Standing Committee: of the F.0.I.F, -
Cohalan hed nominsted this Committee: of 15 himself - held at
Park Avenue Hotel anq’prﬁsiﬂaﬂ over by him, it was resolved
to leunch the Bond Drive. L& certain amount -4f the Victory Fund-
couple of hundred thousend dollars was mentioned = would be
given to de Valera rorltha purpoéaa of the Dgil, bHut only
on condition that he wﬁuld leave America at once andi returm
to Ireland, Harry Boland, Pat McCarten, Liem Mellows: and
Joe McGarrity, who were present &t the meeting, walked out
of 1t a8 a mark of their disapproval of the resolution,
although McCartam afﬁarwarﬂs behaved very mﬂaﬁly towards de
Valera. Diarmuid Lynch, himself a member of the Dall, who
was peid secretary of the F.0.I.F. almost from his arrivel. in
Amaric&; having been appointed at” the Second Irieh Rece
Convention held on the 17th and 1Eth'uay'1918; dié not follow
their example. Throughout the meetimg he had shown the
greatest heetility to de Valera and jdentified himself
completely with th? attitude of Cohalanr and his supporters,
which was, in fact, hostile and tlreateoning.

In all this campaign for the recognition of the Irish
Republic and the raising of funds to sustain It, Joe
McGarrity pleyed a: very noble part. His efforts to bring
ghout unity smong the leaders and, for this purpcss: to
conciliaste Cohalan, were untiring and he did nmot Breek with
him until tBere wes no sltermative left $o him. Cohalan's
eyes were fixed on the coming Presidential electlon in
America and he intended to trade the Irish Vote In support
of Johnson ageimst Wilson with whom he had quafrella& in 1916.
That was one reason why he diad nnﬁ intend tec send any more

than a fraction of the Victory Fund to Ireland.

McGarrity laboured hard for the euccess of the Loan.
A friend of his once said to me "When the acanpnt‘of the Bond

Drive comes to be written, the heéroic work of Joe McGarrity
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will be seen in its true perspective.

The selling of Bonds wase illagél in America and though
the Bond Drive waes the neme collogulielly used, the use -
officially - of the word cartificate is important, =& it was
by this mesns that the Blue Laws were circumvented. This
particular device, however, wae mot invented by the F.0.I.F.
but By Joe MeGarrity in consultation with de Valera, and 1t
wae they who consulted Martin Conboy end got his opinlom as
to its legality. A date in August 1919 was fixed for the .
winding-up of the Victory Fund snd all the outstanding moneys
were called in before the Bond Drive was leunched, De Valera
had in the meantime wired for Mr. James O'Mara. The latter,
a8 Trustee of Dail funds, asked for s steiement of sccount
of the Viciory Fund, This was refused by the Executive of
the F.0.I.F, although Wr. 0'Mara proved to them from the
propagande literature they had issued thamsalvaa thet the
mnn&y hed been collected on the pretext thet it was for
Irelanﬂ. It had reached over a millien deoliars. 10,000
dollars Ead been sent to Ireland in reply "t.c an: urgent
message from the Deil immediately after the Irish Race
Convention and a sum of 26,000 dollars had besn given to
de Valera in Anmerica for the purpose of nrgania:l:ng his

migei on,

On the 23rd August 1919, de Valera's headguarters were
finally opened in the Stewart Bullding in New York. They
called themselves the American Commission on Ifish
Independence, Frark P. Welsh was Chairman, and Harrey _
Bolend wae Secretary. At this stage the F.0.I.F. gave 100000

dollére: by way of a lposn from the Victory Fumd to finance ihe

Bord Drive.

The Bond Drive wee a grest success., De Valera's

meetings throughout the States were a%ﬁanﬁaﬂ' by large and
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enthuslastic crowds. Devoy, however, asnd his followers,
especially Cohalan, did not relax their efforta, both by - i
vilification in the Clan ns Geel orgenr - The Gaelic hmarican -
and Ty underground intrigue, to discredit de Valera with the
Irish~American population. This cempaign of slander |

-aventually threstensd to becoms &0 destructive that Harry

Boland, on the authorisation of the I.R.B. in Iralgnd,
decided to cut off tha Clen na Gael organisation as
representaed by Devey ard a few of the Bxacutive from the
Irish Republicen Brotherhood, and to affiliste the remainder
of the Executive and the renk and file of Clan na Geel who
wished to co—operate with de Valera's mission snd the objects
of the Republican government at home.with the Irish

organisatiom. Luke Dillon wes appoilnted Secretary of the

new body. Hb played & most noble part and was faithful to
his trust to the end. To substantiate my statement in this
matter I am giving you copies of three: publications in the
Irish World (Appendices B. C. & Dv) and of two letters from
Michael Collire to the Gaellc American (Appendices E. & F.).

These documents epeak for themselves.

For the sake of historical accuracy and im order to
grasp fully the position outlined in the fallcwing!paragraphs,
1t mast be remembered that Arthur Griffith wes the last
Presldent of the Irish Republic. It is also necessary to
bring my statement béyond the pericd you sre deslinmg with,l

a8 I cannot leave any loose ende,

A sum amounting to 5,125,640 dcllara wad subscribed by
257,988 people: more thean half of i1t wae sent to the )
Minieter for Finance of Dail Eireerm, thereby leaving ;&uut
2L million dollars in the New York banks. A éacﬁnd loan
wae leaunched Just frior to the Treaty and a small}l amount

only was subscribed to it.
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In Auvgust 1922, Mr. Cosgrave sought an fﬂjunctiﬁn from
the Court to restrain the American Banks from paying the
money to the two Trusiees, Stephen O'liara and Mr. de Valera.
At this time James O'Mare had resigned. The third Trustee,
Dr. Fogarty, had supported ¥». Cosgrave in his* demand. Mr.-
Cosgrave's claim was contested by the Republican Party thro'
de Valera. Judge Peters, in May 1927, having heard all the
evidence, decided that the Irish Free State Guvefnmanm wae
not legitimately entiflad to the money which was subscribed
for the Irish Republic. The Judge directed that the money be
returned to the subscribers proc rate. Conseocusntly, the
money in the banks was repald fto the subsceribers at the rate
of 58 cents for every dollar subscribed in Mey 1930.. A very
large rmumber of the suhﬁcriﬁars asgigned their rights to this
money to Mr. de Valera for ths purpcse of starting a newspaper.
In 1933 de Velera redeemed the balance of the bornds, i.e.,
42 cents of each dollar subscribed with interest. It is worth
recording that while the distribution by Court decree of the
unexpended balance was pending, Professor Smiddy, the Irish
Free State Minister, in Washington, handed over un~issued
bords {0 the F.0.I.F. to the value of 100,000 dollars to
enable them %o reccver the sum advanced f:nm:thﬂ Victory Fund
to finance the Bond Drive., The net result therefore is that
out of the Victory Fund which wae estimated at over a million

~dollars - the exact sum was never disclosed - only 36,000

dollare wes ever expended for the purposes of Dail Eiresann,
i.0., the 10,000 dollare sent direct to the Daii, and 26,000

duliara used to finance de Valera's tour in the U.S8.

My familiarity with all these matters began in 1920
when, as alresdy stated, I followed my husband to America
where he had got employment om Joe McGarrity's paper “"The
Irish Press", A man celled Sexton,. an American, was

appointed editor of that paper in succession to Dr. McCarian.
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Associste BEdftor was Patrick Lagen, a self-educated Tyrone
man of great ability who is still alive. BSexton contracted
T.B. and my husband carried on in hls plece as editor,

_manager and general factotum. I helped him at this work in

order ﬁo keep Bexton on the peyroll. I used to read the
vroofs of the: vhole paper and contributed many of the

articles, In this way I became steeped in the movement.

Imnediately after my arrivsl I started an organiéaztinn
called the Irish-Americenm Relief, ani we obialned large sums
of monsy and shiploads of goeds which were forwarded to
Ireland through Mr. Fawsitt. '

When the Countess Marklevicz f;:ama to Americe in- 1922,
she seked me t0 organiss Cumarn na mBen. She was called back
to Irelsnd and she sent me a written appointment, Manded to
me By Joe McGarrity: "I hereby appoint #rs. Kitty O'Doherty

to organise Cumann na wBex in Americsa", -
Signed: Constance Markievicz.

T hﬁd‘., on the advice of Joe MeGarrity, to organlise the women
under the mame of the Ladies Auxiliary of Clsn na Geel

ewing to the fact that fhﬂ Now York Cumsnn ma mBsn had been
incorporated under charter and would be entitled to any
moneys we would collect if we called ourselves Cumamn na
mBan, On the advice of Harry Boland, who addressed ue in
the Iriéh American Club, we adopted the other name mentioned.

Luke Dillon, who was Gensral Secretary to Clan na Gael,
was also our Secretary, and the District Officer of Clam nd

Gael was our District Officer and attended our meeifings.
Return to Irelsnd.

I came homs in 1922 with a very large suin of money

which was given to me by Luke Dillon. There was a meetilng
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of Clen na Gael held at Atlantic City one Sunday immediately
after the attack on the Four f-:.burta.. Lulke, M.cG-'arni ty, Father
Hanna of Butte and others of the party oppoeed to John Devoy
were present. They came in a taxl that night io my house
where I weg enterteining a party of Irish-Americen ledies
who had contributed sums of money to ensble us to s;anﬁ home
Capt. Jarry Kiely who was anxious to take part in the fight
under Lism Lynch. He hed been staying with us for six
months recuperating from a nervous attack he got after the
capture of Mallow Bke. When he read about the attack om the
Four Courts he burst into tears, seying his place was at home
fighiing with his pals. My husbard procured a parabellum
revolver for him and sent kim home. He lost his life

afterwards protecting Dan Breen.

Inatead, thereforse, of bringing my visitors In from the
taxi, I went and sat ¥n it with them, Joe McGarrity said
they wanted to know the truth ebout affairs in Ireland asmd
asked would I be prepared to go there and bring home some
money. I sadid "I would temorrow", They esaid they would try
to procure a false paseport for me. I told them I would get
& passport myself. I went to the Consul in Fhiladelphia.

I had been doing some work for him ﬁnd knew him well. He
advised me mot to travel in an American boat and got me a
passpoert in my own neme. H;a arranged my passage In an
Englieh boet and instructed the purser whom he knew, & man
called O'Hagan from Wewry, to teke particular care of me.
When I told McGarrity and the others that I was sesiling on
the following Thursday snd that everything wae fized up,
they were amazed and pleased. They gave me a linen: bag with

' 60,000 dollars in gold sewn into it which I wore on me. I%

was. eld in place with straps across my shoulders. They told
me to hand over the money to Harry Boland; if I could not
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contact ]:'t;:Lm I was to 'give it to Austin Stack; faelling Austin
1 wae t0 give 1t to Bean McBwiney. I then suggested that if
he failed me, I would give it to Seamus Robinson and they
agreed. '

The Pureer gave mo e mice nook to myself on the boat. on
which, at Boston, I wes joined by e Sister Josephine, who was
comlng %o do a course of teaching in Livervool. There slso
came on board a lady who greeted Sr. Josephine effusively.
She was Mies Nors Dwyer, secretary to Professor Lowell, who
waa making a tour in Burope-via Ireland at her employer's
oexpense. Having found out that I was going to Irelarnd she
attached herself to me. We were not long at sea vhen the
purser brought me the Ocean News in which I saw.that ﬁhrrw
Boland was killed., A day or two after, he brought me ancther
copy of it which described e fight in the Dublin mountsins
in wﬁich Austin Stack was killed. Therefore, it was olsar
that I would have to hand over the muma& to Sean McBwiney.

I had some ﬂifﬂnult;,r in shaking off Miss Dwyer in Cork, so

I took a cer. I did not know where the McBwiney's lived, but
I asked £hﬁ jarvey to drive me to Terence McBwiney's grave
énd then I sald I would like to @ee where he had lived. He.
ghowed l;la'ard I dismieged the car ani walked to the house,
SBean McBwiney was not in and Mary asked me to leave the
message with her and she would give it to him. . I refused and
kept the monéy until I was sble to hand it over to himself,
%ﬂini:igs‘}‘;gé’tg:g%::gﬂ' nnt“:& running, I succeeded in getting
back to Dublin by caf/wiih great difficulty and at considersbl

expense.

e

I heve been for some time collaborating with Mr. de
Valera in writing a book sbout the 18 months he spent in
America and that has also helped o keep alive my memories
of all that Joe McGarrity told me about the viciesitudes of

ht
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of the American movement in ald of Irish independence.

Je
Date: /7 - M_ /95D,

Witness: S,Aﬂéa,s A éﬂé‘p

BUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURQ STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. 255
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BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
' BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-2]
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AFPMIK .é.. - N'D. W.S'. _855_
FIRST STATEMENT HANDED TO PRESSMEN IN N.Y.C.
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From todey I am in America ae the officlal head of the
Republic established yy the will of the Irish peap;e, in
accordance with the principle of self-determination. Last
Daaepber Ireland, by more than three one majority of deputies
- chosen by ballot on adult suffrage (the exact figure 79
to 26) demanded her rights under this’ principle. |

The deputies chosen on the direct issue of the esteblish-
ment of the ﬁapublic outnunber their opponents by more than
twu to one (the exact figure being 73 to 32) nor are thoes
who congider the Republic undeesirable es ‘numerous even as
tha 32 wﬁuld indicate.

IRISH UNANIMITY. ' ‘

The degree of unanimity ﬁhfained in Ireland on this issue
ie higﬁer than that claimed by the American Colonies when®
they declared- thair inﬂﬂpﬂnﬂﬂnce and decided that they would
no longer allow themaelma to be exploited by Bngland in the
interest of Imperiasliem. You had your "Tories" and your
"Loyaliata“ t0 whom Washington very properly sent the
ultimatum that if they preferred the interest and protection
of Briftain to Ltha freedom and happiness of their own country

they might forthwith withdrai themselves and‘their femilies

within the enemy line.

The degree of unanimiiy obtained in Ireland ias higher
toe than that by which your own glorious Union and
Gousti£u£ian were estoblished., Had complete unenimity been
insisted upon as a precedent to your independence, as BOme
people pretend to believe it should be insisted upon in the
recogniticn of oure - then you would neot be to?ay as you are
- a‘Unite& Nation - the greatest on earth, with a unified

territory that is g cﬁﬁtinent - and 8 population and a
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prosperity that is the envy of the rest of the world,
but merely thirteen misersble disunited Colonies = witﬁ
your pecple kept permanently divided by the intrigue of
Bnglish statecraft into opposing and contending groups.
It was the hope of re-esteblishing such a condition and
not for any love for the Southerners that was the
inspiring motive and object of England in aiding the
South in your Civil War.

HOW AMERICA MIGHT HAVE FARED.

The factories which everywhere dot this land, the
induatriss giving employment tc your many millions of
operatives and providing a profitablé local m@:&ﬂt for the
ﬁrn&uuta of your soil, would not exist. The Jjealousy of
English manufacturers and mmgahﬂnta would hﬁve moved
English legislators- and Englieh diplomats to compass their
destruction at the very moment they were conceived. They
would have destroyed yours as they have destroyed ours,
and as they will continue £n destroy them if they can but

retain their mastery over us.

Your Mercantile Marine which now carnias the fruits of
your industry to every land would also be non-existent.
England would have seen to it that only in her ships would

she allow you to trade.

The miﬁtraas of the seas does not nurture possible
rivals and your harbours now busy with the ships and the
commerce of all nationa would be as idle and ss undeveloped

88 OUrs.

DEFOFULATION.

Had the fathers of your cﬁu’n‘try waited for this
unattainable unanimity your population which, within living

memory, has increased from about twenty millicns {o over
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one hunfired ard five millions would instead have been .
rejuced by one-half as ours.has been - an example unique
amongst civilised pénplea free or unfres. Hgd Ireland been
under Keiser, Emperor or Cgzar its population would have been
doubled or trebled as the papulétian of the three divisiocne
of Poland, of Bohemia, of Alsace-Lorrsine have been. OQOur
population should ncrﬁally have incressed from oight millions
to sixteen - instead ~ our population, though we are the
second most fecund race in the world, has decreased through

English prale from eight million to four.

Englend would have contrived for you even in your
gbounding lard, the artificiai famines recurring in every
decade which she hes continued in oure - which has been no

less favoured with natural gifts from the Almighty.

‘Crushing your industries she would havé forced the young,

tive enterprising, the bold, the very pick and flower of

" your maphood end your womasrhood into the emigrant ship to

bulld up the grestness of some new land where libefty to

live and to develop.was denied them,

PARELLEL BETWEEN AMERTCAN AND IRISH REVOLUTION.

N6! The leaders of the revolution that made you a
nation, while admitting, as we do, that a minority has its
rights, would not concede that its will should be allowed to
preveil aﬁ a perpetual veto on the will of the majority.

Rule of the people hy'the people would, by euch a concession,
hé reﬁuced to an ebsurdity. The very seme catch-cries and
the very same tools were used by the English Government agains:
the leaders of the Americen Revolution ae are being used
today against us. But your leaders acted - and so have we
acted. The majority behind them justified them. Our
majority more them justified us. They proclaimed their
1ndapﬂrﬁenne and their Republic. We have proclaimed our
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independsnce and our Republic. The justice of their cause
even in the darkest mumaﬁta wag for theﬁ a hope - a surety
even - that they would ultimately win if thﬁy but persevered.
The Jjustice of our ceuse 1ls similarly our éuraty. They
Tought. We have fought and are 5 till fighfting. They were
éalleﬁ traiiors anﬁ murdérars ~ 80 are we - .though we were

never England's Coleony and never accepted England's rule.

SEEKING AMERICA'S AID.

The men who established your Republic sought the aid
of France. We seek the aid of America. 1t is to0 seek that
aid thaet I am here and I am confident that I'Bhali not be
disappointed. I come hers entitled to spesk for the Irish
Hetion with an authority democratically ae sound hnﬂ 65
well bgsed as thab with which President Wilson spesks for
the United States, or Lloyd George for Bngland, or

Ll

Glemencean Tor Frence. I come ﬁiréctly from the psople of
Ireland to the people of America convinced thaet the Americen
people and, conseguently, the Americen Government which,

as a Government of the people, ought to reflect the people's
will - will never consciously connive at, or allow itself to
be made a party to the suppression of the naftural Gﬂﬂ-g{ven
right of. the Irish nation to 1ts liberty, This great
Americen natlon nurtured in iiherty has been liberty's moat
consistent champion. It has never been appealed to in wvain.
W¥hen other Chancellories and Cabinets callously cloeed their
eare %o the agonising ﬂrieé of the people of Poland, Greece,
Hungary and the Latin Races of this continent, timorous of
offending the tyrants that held them writhing in their
grasp -~ excusing themﬂalvaslby the plea that they could not
interfere in the afffeirs of ofher States, 30urrﬂatiun,

conscious of 1ts mission, listened to them and braved their

~ oppreessor's wrath in succouring them. It must surely be a
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source of pride to you all as it Is a source of hope
to us to reflect that never have you undertagenla
cause that you did not bring it to triumph. The
Latin Mations as well as Poland, Hungary, Greece

are now free States. Ireland, the one remaining
white nation in the slavery of slien rule will
similarly be free unless Americans make scraps of
paper of their principles and prove false to the

tradition thelr fathers hqva handed down to them.



APPENDIX "§".

EDITORIAL IN "THE IRISH HORLD" {page 4) -

8 11 .

Hoisted by his own Petard.

We learn on good suthority that Mr. John Devoy, editor of
the Gaelic Americen, has been hoisted by the petard he and other
gsecret cunﬁgiratcrE_had presented for the purposs: of ruining
President de Valera's mission on this side of the Atlentit. On
October 1l8th, 1920; the conmection between the Clan na Gael and
the I.R.B., in Ireland was severed In consequence of the golicy

adopted by these conspirators.

Last August John Devoy, who, at that time, was secretary of
the executive of the Clan, was nntifiad' that he and those who
wore co-operating with him in the attempt to nrganise cpposltion
to the officiel representative of the Irish Republic chould
copse that opposition. The énnapiratura apparently gave heed

to this warning.

At a meeting of the execuiive of the Clan, held on 15th
August, they entered into an agreement with the official
representative of the I.R.B. by which they pledged themselwves
to deelet from the reprehensible course which threstensd a
rapture between the Clan and the I.R.B. Ae a rasﬁlt of their
not living up to that pledge the official representative of the
I.R.B. was foreced {o proceed to the extreme measure: of cutting

of £’ the Clen from the present organisation in Irelend.

The majority of the executive of the Clan ne Gael who were
true to the obligations entered into at the meeting of August 1541
last, have ﬁnw deprived John Devoy of the secretaryship of the
executive end heve expelled him and four of his fellow-

congpirators from the Clan ne Gael.

Mr., Luke Dillon, whose sddrese ¥s 5436 Catherine Street,

FPhdledelphia, Fa., has besn mhde'temporarw Sec. of the executive
%111 the meeting of the next convention of the Order.




APPENDIX "€,
PRINTED IN "THE TRISA WORID" - NOV. 27th, 1920,

To the Loyal Members of the Clan.

The following comnunication from Mr., Harry Boland will be
read with intanﬁa interest — not only by those to whom it is
addressed -~ but by all who are working in the Cause of Irelend.

411 Fifth Avenue, N,Y.C.
Nov. 20th, 192C.
To the Officers and Members of the Clan na Gael -
A Chalrde, _ ‘ |

On Wednesday, November 17th, I received through the post
en unsigned printed document, addressed to the Supreme Council
I.R.B.,, presumably writiten and approved by five late members of
the executive of Clan na Gasel, and as I am also in receipt of e
report signed by those members of the Clan na Gasel Bxecutive
who have consistently upheld the Constitution of the Clan, and
have loyally co—operated with and heartily supported the .
representatives of the Republic of Ireland in America, and ae
it is within my know)edge that the Chairman of the Bxecutive,
joined by two members of the Higher Council (which is a mejority
of the Higher Council} togzether with the Treasurer of the
Organisation, are in thorough agreement with the home body,
and thet they protested vigorously ageimst the deliberate bBreach
of an agreémant entered into between the home organisation and
the Clen, and resented the dictetorial weto of Jgsticezcnhalan
which was the cause of the breach, and as they have Issued an
appeal to the loyal members of the Clan throughout the country,
giving them the true story of the violated agreement.

Now, therefore, in behalf of the Bupreme Council and
speaking in their name, I invite the Clan na Gael to support
thé Executive who are prepared to work for Ireland. The line
is now clearly drawn. .On the one side stands Ireland, speaking

through her elscted representatives seeking your aid for the
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Republic. On.the other staml five individuals wio have
prostituted the principles of the Clen, and betrayed the
Trust reposed in them by the organlisastion, on the dictatlom

of & men who is not & member of the Governing Body.

Rally round the members of your Executlve who have teen
loyal to their pledges. The Supreme Council will have no
communication with Mr. Devoy and his four colleagues, but are
appy to reunite with the Clgn, purged of the men who have’
c:uns;laten’tl.v impeded the work of the Irish Mission almost

from the moment of its arrival.

Dail Biresnn is in full accord with the sctions am

policies of its representatives in America.

A copy of this report issued by the Ezecutive is in
the hands of each senior officer. The renk and file must
hear this report in snswer to the five individusls with

wirom the Irish organisation can have nn_ﬂﬂalings, and a8

. Mr. Devoy refused me the names end addresses of the members,

1 an compelled to give this aptatemant for publication.

(8igned) H. Boland.
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THE IRISH PRESS, PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 30th, 1920.

. {Head-lines).

(Clan na Gael must rid its renks of would-be boeses and
men who have become rubber stamps. Harry Boland acts by order
of I.R.B. of Ireland - severs commection with Home Grggniaatiun
untﬂ Americen Body drives out bosges who impede: the desire
of the rank and file and the Club: and other officers to do
effective work for Ireland - Plans of Cohalen to comtrol
erganisation and use It to control F.0.1.F. and hold monsy

 here. intended for Ireland).

It will be a shock t0 many members of the Clan na Gael
to learn that the I.R.B. of Ireland has given orders to ite
representative, Harry Boland, to cut off’ the Americanm
organieation because of the failure on the part of its
executive to give that co-operation and support which its
obligation demends. Mr. Boland has exhausted every effort to
bring sbout & workeble agresment with the gnvarﬁing body, and
hed reached en agreement with them on at least four cccasions,
only to find that Judge Colialan 1atsr-inr1uanue& the man who
hes control of the machinery of the orgaenisation and

successfully prevented the agreement frem being carried out.

Thie orgenisstion in and around New York has been kept in
the dark; no one was ssked to appear &t their meetings who
would give them the rﬂ;1 facts. The orgenisation without the
knowladge or consent of the rank and file was to be used to
start the open fight on the ¥resident of the Irish Republic,
t0 be followed up by actinn-hy the P.0.I.P, and representative

men from various parts of the country.

The honour of Clan na Gael was saved by a Tew sincere

men., Plans were cunningly made to rauin the Irish President

I E NN NN NN NN XN N NN NN
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The following statement was sent to thié office: hy Nr.
Harry Boland, as publication of the ﬁocumﬂnt;was the only
method at his disposal to inform the men of the Clan na Gael
80 that they may teke action to right the: organisation.

"We have tried in wvaein to secure: the co=operaetion which

we believe the ramk and file of the Clan na Gasl wishes
to give us, and having found that the Clan exscutive Itself
ie powerless egainst the veto of Justice Cohalan, we find
it our duty to inferm. the boﬂy of the members of that Taet
and to tell them that we have been reluctantly compelled
to sever our connections between the Clan na Gael and the

- parent body im Ireland, until such time ae the will of
the members of the executive becomes operative, and not
the will. of Justice Cohalan.

In taking this step, which we take only as & last
resort, wa.arssaciuated solely by the desire to see given
to Ireland that which was meant for Ireland - the
influence and moral support of an organisation founded to
aegeist the people of Irelend in their struggle to
establish a Republic.

The Republic of Ireland — the dream of the lest
gensrations = has becoms & fact in this generation,
through the sacrifices -of our comrades at Baster 1916,
and the delibereate vﬁte of the Irish people. The
Government of the Irish Republic, as chosen by the Irish
Congrese for Irelamd, Is a Yegitimate Government -~ and
to it the members of the Irish Republicen Brotherhood
have pledged their alleglance: and their lives.

In view oft the parent orgenisation: it is intolerable
that the Gaelic American, well kncown here and in Ireland
to be the organisation organ, should be using its

circﬁlaticn amongst the members Lo propagate

]
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misrepresentation and felsehoed, despite our remonsirance,
unjus tifiably sepping the sirength and unity of ths
affbrtaﬁto secure: recognition for the Hepublic of Ireland.
We are united 1n Ireland as one man, struggling our utmost
against the efforts made by Great Britein to destroy am
erush: w8 and we want the support of evarw.lﬂver of

Ireland ¥in America. We know from past experience. that
the membera of the Clan na Geel orgenisation do love
Ireland aﬁd we gre unwilling that the support they are .

Iraady to give sheould be shut off from us by the control

of one Aindividual.

Until 14 is clear therefore that the organisation is
free to co-operate with us, spesking with full suthority
in the name of the Supreme Couneil of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood, I hereby announce that the Clan na Gael
Organisation is mo longer affiliated with the Brotherhood.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) H. Boland."

Wy
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T New York,. Iﬁrd Nov. 1920.
The following letters have been gddressed to0 the
Bditor of -the "Gaelic American™ by Michael Cool¥ins, T.D.

"ianslon House,,
Dublin.

30th Sept. 1920,
To the Editor,
"Geelic American".
A Charay,

Hy atﬁentiﬁn has bBeen called to your issue of 1Xth
instant, in which you reproduce am article: from the
Philadelphia "Public Ladger": Although yours own comments
on the ridiculous stetements contained in same are guite
fair, and although you say the article is given with
reserve, yet it must be & matter of regret that it was
re-published in the "Gaelic American™ at alll,

To show you what the positiom is, and how the
statements are regarded here, the following has been given

out for publication:-

The article in the Philedelphla "Public Ledger! is
quite clearly the work of an active and ardent Engliesh
propagandist, whose business it is to meke a case for his
patrons, The Dublin correspondent of the Fhiladelphia
"Publie Ledger" is well=known for hie leenipge in this
regard. The sﬁataments.ara the statemente of a man who
gees things not ae they are, but a3 he would like them to
be. They are the comtimuetion of a cempaigm which dates
from the Sinn Pein success at the election of 1918. For
months after that success the sgents of BEnglish publiclty
wrote and re-wrote that Sinn Fein wae losing 1its Iold om
the Trish people. ¥hen the local elections of this year
gave them a rude shock they consoled themselves hy saylng
'Sinn Féin will raepidly decline mow, when the people see:

that its representatives won't be able to work the local



e

gdministration. The propagandisis were again-brnmptly
given the: 1ie -~ and now they have fallen back on slleged

differannas between.the leaders.

Everyone here at home knows well there is no differenca,
and knows equally well it is this fect that has been the
great strength of our position. Anything which I said about
"no negotietions" has been seid more foreibly énd mich mopre
gbly by both Fresident de Velera and. the Acting President,
Mr. Griffith. For instance, in regard to the present case,,
Mr. Griffith says "There is mo word of truth'in the story
ve-published from the Philadelphia "Public Ledger"™ by the
"Geelic American". It is obwvioue English propagenda. Every
pember of the Irish Csbinet is in full accord with President
de valeré's pnlicy. When he epeaks to America, he spesaks
for all of us. In seeking explicist recognitiﬂn.for the
Irish Republic, he is mscting by eand with the ﬁnanimnua
advice of his Caebinet, and if Americans of Irish bhlood and
Americans with Irieh sympathies loyally suppori our
President, that recognition can undoubtedly be gained..

- Thie talk of differences is an old policy with Englend.
It is only %o be expected at this time, when the situation
becomes more snd more difficult for her, ahamés nér mors
and more before decent people, that she will leave nothing
undone to bresk up the splendid solidarity of the Irish
nation. Too often in the past has she deceived us In.this

fashion, Now she is ﬁespezata'that she ¢an no longer do it.

Frantic efforte are ﬁeing made to show that certain
individuala called moderates are making themselves
ﬁiséastaful to certain other individuals celled extremists
and thet these extremists aere in turn stending in the way
of & gsettlement. English propagande will get its countiess

scores of journalists to write this up in Ireland, iIn

-

#
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Europe, in America, 80 that opinion may Be prepsred for the
murder of Macready's "half s hundred". Whoever else is
deceived, the Irish péuple end the aﬁppﬂrtars of the Irish
Cause will not be deceived. There are no moderates snd

extremists, woe all stand together on our common Election -

Manifesto of Decembepr 1918. .

(8igned) Michael Collins.

| BUREAU OF MILITARY {ISTORY 191321 |
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 191321

No. W.S.




AFPENDIX "B

end letter. 15th October 1920.

The Editor,
"Gaelic Americen',
& Chars,
Farther to my letter written on 30th September last
in reference to your publication in your issue of 1llth

S8eptenber, of an article from the Philadelghié "Public

- Ledger", I would like to state at that time I did not fully

rﬂaliae'tha complete extent of the bed effects which the
reproduction in your psper of thet article by Hr. Bretherton

mey have among our own people,

Let me state at once that 1t is no concern of mine
vhat fantastic Btatementﬁ the "Public Ledger" wishes t0
publish from a correspondent in Irelend, who-is g member of
the staff of a Unionist journal here. The sericus thing is
the re-eppearance of such statements in the "Gaelic American'
with #eile&.épproval. Let it be clearly understoed, finally,
that we all stand together, and that here at home every
member of the Cubinet has been an ardent supporter of tha'
President, against any esnd every group in America, who have
either not given him the co-operation which thef should,
or have Fet theﬁﬂalves definitely to thwart his actions.
There is no necessity t0 name anybody as auppﬁrting him.
more ardently than another. ' We have been all as one on the

guestion.

T don't like writing to newspapers for many reasons,
particularly becesuse the Editor always has the last word.
I do hope, however, that any remarks you may meke will be

by wey of apology to the President for misrepresenting him,



<

Se

and by way of apology %o other men whose names
you have used agsinst their wishee and their
inclinations, towards weskening the President's
position. |

[ -

Miee, do chara,

(Signed) Michael Collins.

TOREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY.1018-21
BURD STAMIRE MILEATA 1913-21 i

No. W.S.
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