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TEMENT BY STEPHEN JC .

thenry, Co. Galway.

I Joined the I.R.B. in Athenry in 1906.
The Centre was Richard Murphy. Iarey Lardiner was
Secretary. Heetings were held regulasrly every month,
The principsl matt«all- discussed at the meetings was
the spreading of the wéaniaatim in Athenry and the
surrounding dlstricts, and the suitability of persons
proposed for membership.  Seén McDermott used to
attend the meetings every two or three months.

In or about 1908 a strong branch of the Town
Tenants' Organlsation was: formed in Athenry.
Although it was against I.R,B. rules to join 1t, all
members did so. This organigation by agitation and
agrarian outrages, as the BEritish Aunthorities: called
them, suceeeded in foreding the sale of the houses to
the tenants and also the division of the adjoining
lands: in what was then called scecmmodation Plote to
each tenant purchaser, This led to a seriles of
ectivitles for the dvision ni' lande in all aresas

| bordering Athenry.

As the R.I.C. failed to get any information that
would Iead to the arrest and comnviction of anyonse,
they turned wery nasty and in several cases framed
charges against men of disorderly condnct, drunkennessg,
ete., and on ouuasionsf carried out baton charges
without provocation. In an effort to retaliate the
Athenry brench of the I.R.B. met and decided on certain
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actlons to be taken l’h:h:h would make the R,I.C. the
laughing-stock of the countryside. The Police transport
horse was: taken from 1ts stable and hidden for three
weeks, -while hundreds of police searched the countryside
 without success. After three weeks the horse was

3

[returned to 1ts stable with & straw man on its bdack,

| & aard was attached to the figure with the words,

"& new mount for spring heel Jack" on it. This was a
&lap at the over-officious Hedd Comsteble Nealon who
was doing all in his power for promotion t0 the rank of
District Imspector. '

| ' .
On another occasion the tricolour was flown from

| the chimney of the R.I.C. Barracks and the: ladder
removed from the Barrack yard. The flag remained
flying ell day before the police were able to remove it.
The crown was removed fram over the Barrack door, and
._1““ the board to which the crown had been attached,

| was suspended fram the telegraph wires in the town with
the insoription "£5,0.0. reward" printed on it.
ikmtically ell the credit for these and other similap

incidents: was due to that energetic worker, the late

1

T.V. Gleary, who was mainly responsible for the
Planning and execution of all these incidents.

¥

As & result of all these activities the I.R.B.
became rumerically very strong and remained so ‘up to'the
‘?aar 1913 when' the Volunteer orgenisation was founded.
The national spirit was so strong at this partieular
time owing to ‘the- astivities I have already mentioned,
that the foundation of a sound.Volunteer crganisation.

was a foregone conclusion.
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i Very early in 1914 & Company of the Volunteers

| waa-sta‘rted; in Athenry. I'became s member at the

l. initial meeting, Larry Lardiner was elected Captain

|: of the Gompany which was about seventy strong.~ Eech
! man subsceribed 5& per woek, ~ The Campany was paraded
i regularly every week and was drilled by ex N, c':.ns. of

| the British Army. A number of Volunteers,  including

} myself, atteided prettically every nfght for instruction’
| 0 as to becoms efficient as soon as possible in order
i to asslet at the training of country units where ex
]E-:Ltiah Army men were not available for the purpose,

]L review of the Volunteers took place in Athenry on the
29th Juns, 1914, at which Colonel Maurice Moore took
|+.ha sglute. adout 2,000 Volunteers took part in this
parade. The milktary bearing of the veariocus unite was
| favourably commented upon and the strength of the

il Volunteers was an alarming revelation to tha British

ia:ithnritiaa. The split in the Volunteers £ollowing
1abhn Redmond! a, speech at Wooﬂsnhridga had 1ittle or no

B:I.‘f.‘BGt a8 pl'mtiuﬂll.? all the Company stood behird
Hﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂla )

r
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orgaeniser for the County of Galway. He eatablighed his
llieadquartersz in Athemnry. I aceompanied him on a good

a‘l.hal of his work organising the Voluntears, Shortly after
Il}ia*. arrival he organised Galway on a Brigede and Battalion

Early 1n 1916 Liam Mellows: was appolnted chief

basis. Iarry Lardiner was appointed Brigade Gommendant
a;md Eamon Gorbett, Brigede Vice-Commendant., Following
Larry Lerdiner's eppointment s Brigade Commandant, _
grmk Hynes was elected Gaptain of the Athenry Company. |
| )

i

|
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. In June, 1916, I was charged under the Defence of

the Realm Aot and sentenced to six months' imprisomment.
|

-

At a Company parade held during Roly Week we were
advised to go to Confession and recelve Holy Communion
on Easter Sunday, and to parade at, I think, 6 p,m, that

evening, with arme and equipment and twenty-four hours'
rﬁbiﬂnﬂg

Shortly after Mass on Baster Sunday this order
was: cancelled, I was with Commandant Larry Lardiner at
his own house at sbout 12 noon on Easter Monday when g man

|
|
|
11 on a motor cycle arrived frmn Bublin with a d.iapatch for
I Commandant Lardiner. After reading the dispateh,

i Commandent Lardiner instructed me to get ready to go to
] Galwey Qity immedlately and to tell the late

|

to instruot him to mobilise the City and Connémara thits.

] George Hieole that "Dublln was out since 12 o'closk" and
1
|

I went to Galway on the 1.5 pem. trein and
delivered the message to Nicholas. I returned from Gelway
1@11 the night mail reaching Athenry at 12 midnight.
|I wes met at the station by two members of the Athenry
idm@any who had been sent by Commandant Lardiner to escort
‘m to the Town Hall where tho~Company was mobilised.

In the early hours of Tuesday morning we were
instruéted by mnmnd‘.a.ut Lardiner to go to our homes,
bring our arms with us and to hold ourselves in readineas
!for further orders. an ™esday afterncon we were
Lé—mﬂ‘bﬂim. at the Town Hall and marched to the

L‘lgrimltural College mear Athemry where we were jolnsd hy

Commarndent Liam Mellows: and Companies from other areas,
and took possession of the College., We remained there

|
|
|
|
|
|
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| overnight, having placed sentries at various points.

On Wednesdany afiernoon a reconnalssance party of |
B.I.0. approached the College; fire was opened on them;
they returned the fire but retreated to Athermry. ' Late that
evening we moved to Hoyode Castle. ) '

Early on Thursday morning Mellows brought J., Clesary,
1i myself ‘and & couple of others to reconnoitre the
| surrounding drjiati'.tu:t. He called at severgl houses malung
enguiries-as: to the movementz of police and military.
Ehen we were & short distance from New Inn Police Barrack, .
We left the car and cantiously epproachéd the Barrack,
| Mellows said, “we'll heve a sehot at this place'. When we
| @ot mear the Birrask we found 1t had been evasuated by ths
R.ToCe On entering we were met by two women. Mellows

:aninaa~1r there were any R.I.C, men in the Barrack, One of
1

the women sald, "mo". Hellows eald he would search the
lplm, and &s he attempted to go upstairs, the woman tried

| 0 stop him; she seemed very emcited. 8he then admitted
that her husband, the Sergeant of the Harrank, was seriously
411 in bed upstsirs. ' “Mellows then reguested her to go %o
the room and te1l her husband that he wanted to ask him

some questions, and to tell him not to be anxiocus as no harm
would came to him. 1 acocompanied Mellows into the
Sergeant's ro-(m. Mellows asked him the etrength of the
gerrlscn, when they had left, and where they had gone to.
ihe_k Sergeant answered all the questions, Ee sald they got
an ofder to go to Loughrea: and to bring everything posaible
'with them and that they had left ahaut midgnight or very

‘early thaet morning, The Sergesnt seemed very relieved on

laccount of Nellows' gentletianly mamer. We returned to
M¥oyode without furiher incident. )
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Shortly after returning to Moyode, Mellows sent me
in charge of m party to get potatdbes. Ue went to a big
farmer named Joseph King at Rahard, and tiook two ecartloads:
from the pit. While loading the potatoes a strong force
of police from Athenry on bieycles ceme along the Ioughrea
road in the direction of Moyode. We opened fire on them
and they replied. A pitehed battleé raged for some time,
The £iring was haerd at Moyode, Mellows immediately
mobilised two or three oar-loads of men and came to our
asgl stance. By the time Mellows arrived the police had
retreated a considerable distance. He asked me what
happened. I gave him ;mbriaf aceount. He then E!Hf;.ﬂi,
_'?m along, 'iad.s". They got into the cars and pursued
the police who reireated to Athermry as quickly as: they
could and arpived there before Hellows and his pariy could
overtake them,

on Friday, mriests from Esker came to Hoycde and
heard CQonfessions, Fr, Feemoy, . G., Castlegar, who was |
with us duwring the while Week also heard Confesslons and on
several nouae::ans when the men were going out on asocuting
expeditions, ete. he gave them General Zbsmolution. °
Fr. Tom Fshy, M.A. and Fr. O'Farréll. alw vislted us that
day. Several méetings of thé officers were held during
the day, following the recelpt of iInformation from mmﬁus
sources that the enemy were preparing to attack Hoyode.
One report stated that the British were sbout %o lsunch a
large scale attack with British militeary from ILoughrea,
R1.G from Athenry, and marines from Gelway City.
It was deoldéd to aevacuate Moyode as it would be a
difficult plase to defend. ~ Late that afternoon we marched
to Lime Park. When we had eimost Teached Iime Park we were
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overtaken by Fr. Fshy and Fr. O'Parrell who came into Lime
Park with the maln body. “Latér that night I was told that
it had been deecided to disband., There were sbout seven

|Indred men altogether. We had only thirty-six service
il‘iﬂ.&ﬂ- and a small smount of emmnition for them, perhsps
ifﬂ.f.tean to twenty rounds for each rifle, We had also
twenty-five single-shot Martini Enflields and about three:
hundred shotgune and a good supply of cartridges for them,
a few .22 rifles and a large number: of pikes,.

After the disbanding I went'"on the run" with
Dick Mirphy, staying in various parts of the county.
|ﬂﬂ were arrested in Tuem in early June and conweyed to

1!
|
|
|

Galway Jail. After some days I was transgemred to Rlchmond
Eu-rmks, Dablin, where I was notified that I was to be
itriud by courtmartial. 'On the eve of the day fixed for my
.tr:l.a:l. A.squith's wire to céase ftrisls and deport all prisoners
armi.vaﬁ in m'blin. 1 was deported to Kmtsford and later
transferzed’to Prongoct. I was releassd at Giristmas 1916,
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