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The Castlegar Circle of the Irlsh Republican
Br;athai-hood wes: formed about 1907. I became e
member and was sworn in by Dick Murphy. There were
ahbu't thirty members in the Gircle. The members
took a lesadling part in the agltation for the -
diviaion of land in the area. Following incidents,
such ag cattle drives, breaking of walls, etc.,

. I was: glways @eati&ned by the R.I.C. as to where
' I was at the time of the insidents,

Shortly after the Valunteers were formed in

e e

Dublin, a Compeny was formed for the parish of
daalﬁlegar &t Brierhill. Thomas Hewell (Sweeney)

|  Wwam made Captain. The Company was well organised
and drilleds the men were eager tc learn.

Most of the Company were members of the I.R, B,

I‘l Hhen th.a @111—. occurred a specigl parade of the

i Company was held at which the position was explained
'I to the men. The Company-stood s0lid behind MeMeill.
E We then became a Company of the Irish Volunteers, and
tralning, etc. continued as before. -

3 About October or November, 1915, the
re-organising of the Volunteers in the areas was taking
'.Iplaoe. I was cummoned to a meeting at Clarinbridge
'to discuss the re-organisation of the Gastlegar
rlt}nmpany. The following were I;prese{n.t at the meeting -

Fr. H. Feeney, Bamon Corbett, Matty Niland and myself,
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Later the seme day a meeting of the Castlegar

Gompany was hald at Breanloughane. “About 65 men

attendsd the' meeting, I was unanimoisly elected

Captain and Thomas Newell 1st Lileutenant.
- I

The Company then started arilling very

intenaély and practising in shem warfare and carrying

out manoeuvres in the Castlegar area. This area

stretched from Oranmore to Lough Corrib at Menlo

end from the haanoaat at Gurranemore to the j:n;ara,—

Galway r:l.ver.f,_ I issued an order that each house in

the Company a:g-ea'pa:.r 5/~ (five shillings) towards the

eoat of arms and aq;:ipﬁenﬁ. This collection was:

completed before the end of December, 1915

fhis collection was: very satlafactory as all gave

willingly. During this period Michael Burke was

aprointed Company Quartermasier.

About this time the return of Micheel Newell
fram Dunboyne, Co. Meath, added in a great way to
the success: of our organising,

In Jamary, 1916, the Castleger, (flarinbridge
and Oranmore Qompanies carrisd out a sham battle,

the manosuvres lasting throughout the day. When the

manoguvres; were over, on the same day the Company
Quartermaster handed the proceeds of the parish

¢ollection to Rev. H. Feeney. From the proceeds of

this collectiofl each mén in the Gompany was supplied

with a Volunteer cap. The remalnder went to the

purchase of arms and emwmnition.
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Early in Hovember, 1915, I appeointed
Tom Courtney, e postman in Galway town, to Company
Intelligence Officer. On Michael Hewell's return,
T appointed him in charge of Intelligence and all -
comminications, both to act eonjointly, as we were

beginning %o get great attention from the R.I.C.

From his return Michael Newell, who is a
blackeniith, with his brother Thamas, were making pikes.
Thie ceme to the ears: of the R.I.C. at Killeen

Barracks, one mile away. Sergeant T. Reddington who

was: very active, warned the Newells under the Defence
of the Realm Act and threatened them, but they’
contimued to make the pikes mostly at night when it was

possible for us to place sentries: on all roads leading

to the forge. The Tast batch of pikes was given to

Michedl § Droighneéin, Captain Spiddal Gompany, on

Easter Saturdey. This incident is worh special mention.

0 Droighnedin had just packed the plkes under the
eushions of his car when the Sergeant and three

Conatables arrived. He was swinging his car when he

noticed that the R. I.C, were ralding the forge.

He had hils engine running and, sitting at the wheel,

being ready to move off, he sounded the horn. The three

Consitgbles: were inside the forge. The Sergeant standing

at the door, looked round at the sound of the horn and
0 Droighnedin beckoned him to approach and said 4o him,
"do you know that you are wasting your time?  You are -
apesking to Captain Grant from Dublin Castlé.

already inspécted those premises,

T have
I will make & note of
your being here and I will mention it to the District

Inspector". He then marched his three Constsbles back

to the Barracks, 0 Droighnedin driving off in the
opposite direction. ~
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About Hovenmber, 1915, at a meeting in
Fr. Feéney's house at Clarinbridge at which
Eamon Corbéti, Matiy Niland and I were present,
Fr. Feéney told us that an armed rising had been
decided on, but the date had not yet been fixzed,

I might also mention that the Galway Brigade
paraded thmu@ Galway town on $t, Patrick's: Day,
iéiﬁ, all being ermed with elther pikes, shotguns
and a few rifles.

Abcut this time we had completed &ll poassible ,
arrangements for the Rising and hed received constant
advice ﬂ-am Captaln A. Monahan on every matter -
concerning the coming Rising, During this time
Ceptaln Honahan was constantly béing shadowed by
Crown Forces. Then Tamﬂour_ﬁwtolﬂ us that ifx

| Captain Monshen was nﬁﬁ clear of Galway town in a day
or B0 that he would never Ieave itas he found out he
wag 1o be arrested and that he had peen the R.I.C, in
elvilian clothes, both day and night, watching his dige.

Ve knew that was true as all information he gave was
very goods.

He escaped from the Crown Forces in the

following manner. Father 'Feeney and Patrick O'Dea

arrived at Brierhill, O'Dea dressed also as a priest.
Instructions were given fo two Volunteers;,

Thamas Newell and John Fellon, to go towards Galway
town and walt near the town at ‘.’ibllpé.rk. There,
Newell and Pallon gave their bi&rﬂéa to Fr. Feeney
and Pat 0'Déa who proceeded on them to whére

Ceptédin Monehan was staying at St. Prancis Street,

GalwWay. " &s the police who werd watehing, saw what
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was, as they thought, two priests going into the house,
end after a time the two ceme out again, This is as

it gppeared to police watehing, but what really
happened was, th;ta.‘in' Honghan changed into the priest's
it which 0'Déa was: wéaring, and it wes he who went out
with Fr. Feeney, leaving O'Dea in the digs,  They
cycled as far as Wellpark where FNewell and Fallon were
walting, Pr. Feeney and Captain lonshen then handed

. their Tdkes to FNewell and Fallon ahd drove off in the

i car which was waiting for fhem. The police who, of

i @ourse, followed ahyone in contact with Csptain Monshan,

ignored the car and followed Newell and Fallon on the

bikes., Then Newell and Fallon had proceeded soms

distance they niet Mr. Thomas Newell (senior) who was

walting for them, and hid the bikes.  Then they started

walking back along the road and met the two peelers who

had been tralling them. We were on several occasions

instructed by Ceptaln Monalian after this.

i A short time before the preceding incident,
1 Ceaptain Monahen arranged for a sham battle between the
' Glare-Galway, Oranmore and Castlegar Companies, the

i @lare-Galway and caatlégar Companies; to attack Orsnmore

|tmm; the Orammore Company to defend it. Each Company
1Gapt&in was left %o use his own ideas, Csptain Monshan

itc act asZ referee, I brought the Cestlegar Company and

|
iNicholas Kyne brought the Clare~Gelwey Company to the
|

iOranmore Railway Station about & quarter mile from the town.
I .
;ii"e then decided to put a small section from both

Companies on a hill in view of Oramore town to attmet

"the defenders, Then both Capt&in Eyne and myself

érﬂﬁﬂﬂdﬂd with the main body over the 10“’"&3"1113

|
Frenchfort bog and proceeded in single file until they

i

reached the Athenry rosd. Our scouts then reported that
| .
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ell the Orammore forces: were at the river and bridge

on the Galway roed walching the men on the hill who

were continuously mowing about so that their strength

appeared greater than it was., Then the section on the

hill moved forwerd on a sdgnel from the main body.
fie then advanced quickly with the main body capturing
Both the town end its defenders who.had remained

guerding the bridge. Then Captain Monahan disperasd
the three Companies who heartily cheered him,
. & few. days before the Rising, Iflck Newell and

I went to Coshla 0 see Captein Honshan and discussed
with him how the Castlegar Campany was to proceed in
the Rlalng and what action we were to take, and, of
course, discussed the possible landing of arms from
Germany. He instructed us to put leunteara along the
coast for to watch for such 1andin:g'as at that time we
were nearly sure that arms would come by & submarine.

A mumber of suitable men were detalled for this duty.
This: was on Good Friday, 1916,

on Easter Saturday I advised all members of my
Company %0 go to Confesslon and to offer up Communion
- on Junday morning for the freedom of Ireland,

&8 I recelved fingl orders on Priday night from
;]Ed.am Méllows. through Captaein Monahan, I ismued. the
llfollowing orders: on Edster Sunday morning = that the
_::qupw was to mobiliper at 2 p.ms that evening with
:.mﬂ’ full eguipment and two days' rations; for the sake
i'r;f secreey I sald it was for g roite march to Athenry,
The real nature of the underteking was onmly knéwn to
Iieutenant T. Newell, Michael Newsll, Company
Intelligencs Officer, and Tom Courtney; Oqupany

- -~
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hand up his bike,

Te

Inte-lligeme Officer. Of courage, all members of the
Company were willing and ready to take part in the

" Rising, 'but for obvious reasons the &ata and aim were
kept aacret except to those mentioned a:!.ready.

On Sunday evening the full Canpany mobilised
and we marched under arms to Carmmore where we were

Joined by the CGlare-Galway Coimpany. At gbout 5 p.ms oOn

Sunday evening I received a despatch stating that the

Rising had been cancelled, The despatch rider was

Hichael Wallsh and he brought the despatch from Athenry.
After recelving this despatch I marched the Company
back agsain tn~Braar;:Luughane, Castlegar, On our
arrival back we heard that an old man named Forde

from my village, Coolough, had @ed, and the men asked

me to allow them to go to the wake. After putting all

arms, eic. Into Newells' barn and placing a strong

guard on them, I allowed the remainder of the Qompany
to attend the wake,

sunday night.

This would be about 10 p.m. on-

EBarly on Sunday I sent Tom Courtney back %o the

tosn. This was when the Qompany was starting out for
Carnmore. I ordered him to get as many boates as he

¢ould and to put them in a safe place on both pides of

the Corrib. This was to make sure that the two
Compandes, $plddal and Moyeullen, could joln us: as it

would be better than coming through the town of ‘Galway,

" At ebout 11 p,m. on Sunday night Tom Courtney was -
making his way to join the Company at Garnmore when he

was: taken by surprise by an armed Volunteer guard at

Breanloughane, He refused to comply with or&ers' to

He wase then taken to me in Wewells!'
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barn as a priasoner as the guards did not know him in the
" dark and bikes were very scarce. He was the first
prlsoner; it was very amusing. I was so pleased with
the gleriness: of the guerds and amused at teking our
Intelligence Officer prisoner that I allowed the guerd
off duty until 6 the following morning, They were

glad to go to the wake.

On Honday morning all the men's haversacks werse _
empty of food as they all had eaten the two days ' rations
during Sunday night as well as all they got at the wake.

. They then went for a sleep in various houses in the
locality. During Monday the maln body of the Company
was: sent to collect food. The remainder were in
Newella' barn opening shoigun cariridges and pouring
tallow and candlegrease into the shot - this was to
make the cartridges more effective,

&fter walting all through Sunday night and up to
Honday'n:lghf, end as the men were weary and impatient
'af doing nothing, about 10 p.m. on HMonday night I isaned
the order which surprised the men, that the Gompany
fell in with full equipment immedistely. . I then
ordered each man to keep his arms and equipment and to

go home and have a rest but to be ready at a moment's
mtiﬂa.

About 3 o‘c-.?.uck on Tuesday morning, P, Callanan
(The Hare) and Joe Fleming arrived with a despateh,
stating that the ﬁ"ol'unteara w&r; fighting in Dublin,
I issued crders t6 Michael and Thomas Newell for the
irmediate mobilisation of the Company. I procéaéad-,
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aceompanied by Patrick CGallanan, to Moycullen to
mobilise the Volunteers there.  Joseph Fleming who
had accompanied Callanan with the desptach, remained
at Brlerhill. TWhen we arrived at Clooniffe, mu:,mﬁllen,
we met P. O Dmie’;hmﬁin, Capidin of the Moycullen
Company, Irish Volunteers: I told him of the
fighting in Dublin and asked him to mobilise his
Company and to teke the Company to the east slde of
. Gelway town, and that theére was no need to go through
the town es I had arrangements made to transport his
wmen acrogs Lough Corrdb. This would@ shorten the
distance by half and would bring them directly into the
Castlegar area. Well, at any raete, we saw that he dig

not intend to mobilise the Company, and in fact they
were not mobilised.

We returned to Gelway town hoping to get in touch
with some of the Spiddel Company. TWhen we reached
University Road we weni to George Nichols' house but
got no snswer. - We found out that the police and
military were very active in the town and we, therefore,
had to make a eircult to get to Castlegar area.

Later that evening I got a despateh sitating that

ftiche4) ¢ Droighnedin, Captain of the §plddal Conpany,
had been arrested. )

When we returned to Brierhilll the full Company
were "dtanding-to" ready for anything,.
H

A~

Wo were just asbout to leave for Carnmore when
Sourtney arrdved and reported .t'h'le: arrests of
Nicholas Flanagan, James Carier and M. O Droighneéin,

and sleo of the positions the police and soldiers had
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taken up in the town. He had gone earlier that

morning to arrange for itransport of Connemara Volunteers
across the Corrib.

The whole Company then mmeéd&ﬂ towards Carmmore.

It had been arranged previously that the Oranmore, Marese: _
énd Clarinbridge Companies; would be there and we were to '
join them. 1In the course of our march we met the
Clare-Galway Company going in the same direction. ..
As the Maree and Qrarmore and Clarinbridge Companies were L
not at the place gppointed, we proceeded on towards
Oranmore. On arrlving at the Oranmore Statlon '
I received a despatch informing me that the Companies:
which we were to meet, had proceeded towardss Athenry
under Commandant Mellows, in which direction I sent my
Eleuteneant, Thomgs Newsll, to get in touch with

Oommendant Mellows as: to what action my Company was to

take, T. Newellwas accompanied by Jobn Walsh, Clare-

Calway Company.
Woe then marched from (ranmore towards Carnmore,
The Clare-Galway Compsny was quertered at Garrmore village

and the Cestleger Company at Kittulla, there %0 swalt
‘orders from Commandant Mellows.

| T. Newell and &, Walsh
jreturned from Athenry about § a.m. on Wednesday morning
ngith orders from Commandant Mellows to proceed. to the

Farmyard, Athenry. His despatch also contained the

following order - that we were to commandeer horses and

;carf.s and other meane of transport, food and other
eommodities.

With the object of carrying out those orders
was faking the Company in full military formation towards

|
;
1
I
]
|
|
1
I
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Carrmore. when I;BEI‘inE dlax-mmra we sBaw & girl on a hill
waving a white apron frantically. This was

. Hiss Bena King. She was calling our attention to a

: imtribei; of cars coming from the direction of Gelway town.
At first we thought the cars contained Volunteers: from
Gelway town and then discovered that théy contained
R.1.C. and soldiers under the commend of Colonel Bodkin

. &nd D:I. Heard, We were about fifty yards from the _
crosa: roads at thig time. I rushed the Company with gll

speed to the cross roads. I quickly placed some of the
men at Greashishs' house and others at Cooneys' house o
hold the Orammore road, and the remainder of the

Company with myself took up vosition at the eaa.;aarn corner,
This position was an open wall about four feet high.

| We opened fire on the Crown Forces which had arrived in
thirteen cars. They replied with intense rwulver and
rifls fire and thén tried to rush our position but we beat
them off with one of their mmberr killed and several
wounded.,  They then retreated along the Galway road, all
| the time keéping up on intense rifle fire. This was kept
up for a conslderable iime while they were safely out of

| range of our shotguns. They then tried a flanking

| movement but I wae able %0 rush men $0 a position which

| stopped this n':awement-;l in thls we wounded another peeler,
After the Crown Forces: ha& retreated, both Companies
: Joined forces and Iwént”ec'ress country to the Farmyard,
Athenry.  When nearing the Farmyard we were again under
|Pifle fire & the R.I.C. etcr were attacking the Forces:
lunder Commandant Meéllows who held the Farmyard.

1 - - .

Cn Wedneaday afternoon the whole Brigade under
Hellowa and Monshan marched to Moyode,

1
|
|
3
]
1
I
i
1
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q I will touch briefly on our atay at Moyode Qasile

i from Wédnesday to Friday evening, of how Commandant Hallows
| billeted the different Companies, how each Company was:

I Placed 1n a sectlon of the grounds, of how sentries from
1; each Company were placed in position, of how men were

1 sent out with big Patrick Kennedy and his horse andcari

} on foraging expeditions, ~ (Kennedy belonged to the

| Kilconeron Company)}, of how Miss Greally took charge of

i the baking of bread, of how the beast which was

[ glenghtered on our arrival at ioyode was all eaten that

! day, of how Monghanh and _Hallnws would at intervels during
I

|
|
|
{

the night blow a whistle calling the men to "atand-to"
as a test. ' ) i

On Friday afternoon the Brigade under Liam Mellows
mnigrched to Lime Park, arriving there late that night
Shortly after oup arrival at Ilme Park a meating of the
Brigade Council waa held, at which the :r'olluwing were
present <~ Lism Mellows, ALf lionshan, Bamon Corbett,
| Matty Nileiid, Larry lerdiner, Pr. Feeey end Pr. Tom Pshy,

| After the meeting was in progress for some time, the
|ucmpamr'ca.ptains ware called in. Mellows asked us if the
imen were prepared to continus the fight. I sald,

];.“my men are better now than when we sterted out'.

The
!Gaptaina then left. The Brigade Council went into
|r

jconf'erence with the 'pr:l.ea.t's:, end after a short while the
]

|Goumil and priesia came cut, ¥r. Fahy adﬂressad the

F‘olunteera and told them that as far as ha knew the
itfbluntears in Dublin were on the verge of surrender and
!‘ﬁha‘t 1% wes useless for us to carry on any longer, and
;hhat it had been decided to disband. Every man was to go
I:mm: and secure his srms as he would neéd them again, and
'l!'.hat the lesders would go "on the run",

- -
! |
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- After the .crrﬂar at Lime Park to disperse,
I remember Mnn.ahaﬁ and Mellows shaking hands with us
and bidding us "goodbye", and indeed we were then very
brénach in pm-tmg with the leaders who had been with us,
training end advising ?oé the Rising. We knew that’
neither Hellows nox. Monahan did not like to give the
order to disbend and I am sure they knew that the men
would have followd thém to the bitter end, but as the
priests: who had come there, had advised agsinst further
bloodshed and as Mellows: and Monshan considered
themselves raspo;miblu for all our lives, had to make a
decision which they hated to do.

The memory will ever live with me of the time
Honshan and Mellows called 211 the men on parasde and
issued the order to disperse to their own areas, to

hold on to their arms and evade arréat.

I then marched my Company away and at different
‘places dispersing some of the men until- Hick Newell and
myself made our way back to Brierhiil late on Saturday
night. And on Sunday evening neerly all the Company
were together again and we were trying to decide what
was best to do when we were nearly surrounded by police
and militery. e managad' t0 escgpe and made our way
towards Lough Corrib. On Honday most of the Compeny
was ceptured in the round=-up.

Late on the following Friday night or eariy on
Saturday morning, Mick Haweli and myself went to my house
in Coolough to get & change of clothes before making _
our way o Connemara. We had barely arrived when the

house was surrounded and we.were taken prisoners and
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brought to Gelway Jall. On Mondey I was handeuffed

t0 a policeman a;ld'broumt“hﬁ' ‘train to Richmond
Barracks, mblin; A couple of days later I was tried -
by courtmartial, beifg charged with waging war aga;tnst
His Majesty's Forces. I was ﬁaked if I was: in charge
of the castiegar;cnmpany'af the Volunteers. I said

I was. "~ I was also asked if I wds with the Cofpany at
the Carmmore Crossroads when the policeman was killed.

I answered, "jes". I was sentenced to death whieh

was cmted‘.tu ten yéars' éan&l :aew:itmﬂ.a. I was sent
to Hountjoy Frison where I was given a conwilet suit and
put 'in solitary confinement. |

After g week we were given eivilian clothes and
transférred to Darimoor, Here we were again put in
convict garb and pleced in solitary confinement for
fourteen days, during'which time we were oceupied sewing
sandbags in our dells. After fourteen days we were’
allowed one hour"s exercise each day; the rest of the
day was spent in"a shed sewing coal bags, but we were
not allowed to talk, This continued until chi;o‘bsr when
we were informed ‘ﬁr the Governor that we wers to be
transferred to Lewes. He asked us to wear civilian
clofhas: for the journey, but on Diarmmuid Fyneh's
instructions we refused: e were brought by trein to
Lewes, three prisoners baing". handeuffed together,

uon&itinns- ﬁera nmch-'better hers; we were allowed
to talk ai exercise, About May, 1917, De Valera
demended prisoner-of-war treatment, and he instructed us
that if cur demends were.not granted we were to ﬁraak--the
glass in the cell windows end ‘the glass: spy=-hole in -the

L K x\:- v
cell door, and if ‘transferred to another prison to'refuse
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to work, and not %o go on hunger strike. - The demands
were refused so we broke the windows as instructed, and
as a result we were put in golitary confinement for

ten days during which time we were not allowed to attend
Hass. '

Zfter the ;;en dﬂ.srs' I was: handeuffed to two fellow
prisoners, Jim lawless and Tom Doyle of Enniscorthy, and
transferred with a number of other prisoners, all
hendeuffed in threes,.ta the Isle of Wight. The day
arter our arrival ai the Isle of Wight a warder appeared
at my cell door and told me to go ‘to work. I refused.
Later that evening I was brought before the Governor
for refusing to work and sentenced to two days' bread
and water in the punishment cells in the basement.
¥ was due to do & second term when the Catholic ma;:::.lain
came t0 my cell and told me that we were to be released.
He seid, "I em from Cork. Your lads made a great
fight and you deserveéd to win", I sald, "we can thark
De Valera who organiged it". = ' )

On Saturday night we were again handeuffed, three
togethér, and transferred to Haldstone Prison. On Sundey
morning we were issued with eivilian clotheg and given
five shillings each. That evening at ahput 7 o'clock
we were teken in cabs t0 Euston Station and put on a
gpeclal train for Holyhead. Shortly after the treain
leaving Euston, De Valera came aslong the carriages and
asked the men to subscribe 1/5d. each for refresiments,
which we received and appreciated very muah, e it was the
first tea we had since we left Dublin. On the Mail Boat
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coming homs we.were all assembled on the_uppér deck, and
when we firat sighted Ireland, De Valera called for
three cheers for Ireland which wersé lustily given.

The following members of the Castlegar Company
angwered the call during Baster Week, 1916 j;~-

The five brothers liewell -
Thomas:,
Mlehael
Filliam
James
Patrick

Thomas Courtney

John Molloy
John Holloy (2 persons)

Themas: mnllo_;,‘r

William Mulroyan
William lMulroyan (2 persons)

John Mulroyan
Bartley Mulroyan
Michael Burke
Thomas Burke

Patrick King
Patrick King (2 persons)

John King

Peter King
Thames: lahon
Patrick Mahon
Michael Ryan
John Ryan

John Fallon
Michael Fallon
Bernard Fallon
James Fahy
Michael Fahy
Patrick Greslish
Thomes Greelish
Hichael Commell
Michael Blake
Michael Flannery
Micheel Flaherty
Gllbert Ryan
John Hanley
Jemeg- Feeney
John Casserley
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Thameas Weston

Thomas Summerly
Patrick "Roonan
Mertin Garr
Ifichgel Coyme
James Coyne
John Wall
Thomas King
Jdohn Connolly
Patrick @Gynn
Thomes Conner
Thomas Inggan
Martin @all,-
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