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Sezed

I was present al the meeting held in Athenry
early in 1914 at which the Volunteers were started.
About seventy men joined. My father, the late
Br. Jnhn Broderick (Euilding Gontractor), was elected
President. Mr. Thamas Cleary (Building Contractar),
was elected Vice-President. We held two parades |
each week, and we were drilled by researve N.C.0s. of
the British Army. shortly after the formation of
the Company, elections for Campany Officers were
held. The la%e larry Lardinsr was elected Captain,
Prank Hynes was elected Vice-Captain. I was
elected Lieutenant. | '

A parade of Volunteers was hald at Athenry on
29 June, 1914. The salute was taken by the late
Colonel Kawrdice Moare. It was a splendid parade,
almoet 2,000 Volunteers taking part.

Following the outbreak of the first World war,
the British Army Reserve N, (. Os. who were training
us, were called up, but by that time we had gained
sufficient knovledge to be able 10 contime the
training ourszelves, In fact, menbers of the Athenry
Coampany assisted at the training of Companies in the
surrounding parishea, At the gplit the Athemry
Company stood firm behind MeReill.
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Early in 19106, Liam Eellows was appointed
Chief Organiser for Gelwey. He stayed at my father's
house in Athenry. Immedlately after his arrival he’
‘organiaed'ﬂﬁﬂ.way into a Brigade of four Battalions.
Larry Lardner was appointed Brigade 0/C.;

Bamon Corbett was appointed Brigade Vice 0/C. and
Matty Niland, Brigade Adjutant. The following
Companies were formed into the 1st Battalion (also
known es: the Athenry Battslion) - Athenry, Cusseun,
Rockfield, Craughwell, Kileonieron, Kiltulla and
Killimordely. Gllbert Morrissy weas appointed
Battalion O0/c.; Ned Burke, Battallon Wice 0/C.

T was appointed Battalion Quartermaster.

At.a parade held in Galway City on §t. Patrick's
Day, 1916, we recelved a very rough reception from
the wives and dependents of British soldiers.
ghortly after this parade ILiam Mellows was served
with a deportation order in my father's house. He was
given ssven dsays in which to comply with the order.
He refused t0 comply and was arrested on the
expiration of the notice. I went to the R.I.C.
Barracks to see Mellows and sat bamidﬂ him during my
¥#islt. When I stood up to leave I discovered that
Iiem hed slipped his revolver into my pocket,

' .‘mriug Holy Week we were instructed to be on the
glert and to have cur aanmnications ready to be put
into operation at a moment's notice. We were also
advised to go to confession and receive Holy
Commnion on Easter Sunday. on B‘.‘rl:; Thursday night
& tall woman, I think she was & Miss Browne, arrived
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in Athenry at 8.30. I met her at the station.

She had a message for Larry Lardiner, I 4o not know
who the message was from. As Lardiner was not in
Athenry that night, she gave me the letter to
deliver t0 him, It was enclosed in an envelope

and I do not know what it contained. fThe voman left
on the midnight train for Galway City. I subsequently
delivered the letter to Iat'dimr.

On Easter Sunday pranticail.?_ all Volunteers

- received Holy Communion., Later that morning a message

was recelved in Athenry from McNeill stating that all
parades of Volunteers arranged for the week-end were
cancelled, At about 6 p.m. that evening ancther
messenger ceme to Athenry to say that operations were
postponed, but to remain in readiness for another

moblllsation.

On Baster Monday s woman arrived on the 1,15 p.m.
train with the news that Dublin wes in action since
12 noon and orders to mobilise immediately. Qrders
were sent to all Companies to mobilise. The Athenry
Company was to mobilise at the Town Hall. At about
9 o'clock that night we moved to the Départment of
Agriculture Farm, lesving scouts to inform late
arrivals as to our whereabouts, . On Tuesda:,r,'uanc;w
arrived at the farm with scame other Companies.

There were sbout 650 men. We had about twenty .303
service rifles, a few miniature rifles and sbout 300
shotguns, We had a go0d supply of home-made hand-
grenades, While at the Parm I was promoted Brigade
Quartermaster by Liam Mellows.
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Afterwards I heard that the original plan was
that each Company was to attack and capture all
police Barracks in its area. At about moon on
Fednesday we moved t0 Moyode Gadtle. We took cattle
énd sheep from the farm to foed the men, and &lso

"~ horses for tranaport purposes. We conmandeered a

load of flour which wae being delivered from the
mille in Galway to merchants in Loughrea. We
distributed some of the flour emongst people living

- in the locality who baked it for us.

On Thursday we moved to Lime Park. On Priday,
Mellowa d.iahanﬁad some of the men who had né arms,
@8 we had some difficulty In feeding such large
numbers. Very late on Friday night Father Tom Fshy
arrived at the camp with the news that Mbliin had
surrendered snd that British re-inforsements had
mivea-in_]hughraa. "-a. meeoting of the officers was
held to discues tha sitiation, at which the -
following were present - Liam Mellows, Alf Monahan,
Matty Eilend, Earry Lardiner, Brian Molloy,
Eicholas Kyne, Frank Eynes, Tom Ruans, Garmmore,
Joe Hbwley, Oranmore, Pat Calensn and myself.
Fr. Pom Fahy and Pr. Feeney were also present.
Pr. Fehy told us the josition as he understood it,.
and advised us to disband. Mellows at firast refused
to disband, but eventually agreed, saying he was
sorry to do so without a fight, or words to that effect.
Fr. Fahy then addressed the officers and men from
the steps of the house, He told us that it had been
decided to dlsband owing to the overwhelming forces
againat us, and that wve deserved greqt u;-adit for
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being prepared to fight for the freedom of our couniry.
‘Mellows advised us to hold on to our armme and to

evade arrest for as long as poesible, eapecially the
officers. I went by car to Esker with Larry lLardiner
and two or three others. From there I went to
Pr.TiPshy's house at @oves where I remained i1l
Sunday when a uﬁr arrived to take me to Fr. uﬂm*a

house at Attymon.

Iater that night I went with & priest o my '
brother ;;'hl} was a ﬁraté at Killoran, Iatlar I went to
the Clatercian Monastery, Roscrea, urhere"'I remained
about two weeks. I went from there to Drumbane where
I stayed for one week. I then went to i-.l;a Clatercian
Honastery, Mount Melleray, and remained there for tem or
twelve days. My next move was t0 a farmer‘'s house at
Upperchurch where I spent four weeks., I then went to
Borris~o-leigh and came to Dublin on an excursion train
from Thurles, I remained in Dublin until Sepiember,
when Pr. Tom Pahy ot me & job in Maynooth College,
where I met AIf Monahan and Frank Eynes who had also
got employment there through Pr. Fahy. I remained
there until the prisonsrs weré released, and returnsd
h-o:m e fun™su-n [ [+ L SRR
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