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STATEMENT BY JAMES BARRETT, |

Athenry, Co., Gelway.
I
I joined the Athemry Branch of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood a.hm:_t 1913, I was sworn in.-by
the late Dick Murphy who ﬁas Centre at that time.
Meetings were held regularly every month. 'l‘ha
principal matters discussed at the meetings wére the
sultability of persons proposed for membership and the
spreading of the organisation. I ;]oine'd tha!:Mhanry
Campany of the Volunteers at the inmugural meeting
which was held very early in 1914, Iarry Lardiner
ﬁas elected Captain, Training parades ma‘h%alﬂ. twlice
weekly. 4t first we were trained by reserve N.C.Os.
of the British Army; at the outbresk of the firgt
World Wer they were called up and from that on we were.
trained by our own officers, The training mnlud.ad
arill, msketry, pike drill, scouting, firet aid.

At the split in the Volunteers caused by . N
John' Rédmond’s speech at Woodenbridge, a special meeting
of the Compeny was held %0 dscide which side the
|

The position was explained by
Captain L. Lardiner who said that anyone who did not
atand behind McNeill was free to leave; no one. lsft,

|
Ear:l..v in 1916, Liem Mollows wam appointed chief

Grganiser for the muity Galway, Trmediately after his

arrival the Volunteers were put on a stricter military
basis and re-orgenised as a Brigade. Larry Lardiner
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wae: gppointed Brigade Commandant. Following Eardiner's

promotion, Frank Hz?nesz‘wm elected Captain of the ”

Athenry Company. ‘Training was also Mtemqiaﬂ.

Mellows gave a series of lectures on tmt:l.cs

We aleo had field exercdses and at week-ends ' inter—

|
Company manoeuvres. He also concentrated on bayonet

|
training; m also had a good deal of rifle prantiaa-

we fired hnth +22 andg aewice rifles in the moﬂs near
Athenry, '

!|
Shortly before the Rising we were told that the

R.I.C. might attempt to dlsarm the ‘Iblunteara:,!l and if so,
we were to reesist by force of arme if measﬁ.

At & Canpany parade held during Holy Week, ordara were
1semed for the Gompeny to parede at either 3 nr 4 o'clock

on Easter Junday evening, and to bring all amqa, equipment

I
end rations. We were also advised to rauaive{ the

Sacraments which the vast majority of the compan? aid.

t
Shortly after Hass on Esster Sunday, Ecﬂ’l_a_illl'az
countermanding order was received in Athenry, a:tnﬂ as a
regult the mobilieation for that afternoon waa-icamall?ed,
but we were %old to hold ourselves ready for aif\mther

|
mobllisation. . &% 12 noon on Easter Mondey I met

Commandent Larry Lardiner. He told me that the Wolunteers

were out in Dublin, Be gave me a diespateh to ﬁalivar to

Liem Hellows who was at Killesneen., I think t&m ﬂ.:l.npa.tnh |

was that the Rising had started in Dublin. I grant to

Fleming's House in (larinbridge and gawe the ﬂiimatm to

one of the Flemings who was also & Volunteer, tr.':: deliver .

to Mellows. I walted at Fleming's house until he came

back and he gave me a dispatch from Mellows for |
Lerry Lerdiner. Mellows dispatch to Lardiner was to
] '.
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mobilise all Companies: lmmediately and to f‘o;;m a line of
communication between aAthlone and Galway. I delivered
the dispatch to Lardinér who told me that hewanted me
to go to Ballinasloe with dispatches for PFr. ;unnnallr,
the College, Brllinesloe, and Professor Gaffnar,
Ballinasloe, and to bring two men v th me. 'I.brought
John Walsh end John Cleary. 3

"
1
"

|
1

It was then late on Monday night; we ayeled to
Ballinasloe and arrived there early on Tuesday morning.
I delivered the dispatohes to both Fr, Gcmmlily and
Professor Gaffney. The dispatches were inatirmtiona to
form a line of communication between Athlons and Galway.
Fr. t}unnnlly 8ald he would endegwour %0 get in touch with
the Athlone Volunteers, ‘hut he understood thaqr had Teft
dthlone end had gone in the direction of Wri@.
I returned to Athenry srriving there at about|i a.m. on
ii'eﬁ.nasdar and went to ‘the a.gricﬁltural Farm and reported -
to Commandant farry ELardinér. Fhile at the Fi'arm a
recornalssance party of R.I.C. a@ﬁomhedi the Eﬁam

We opened fire on them; they replied to our f:ire and

retreated. : ll

On Wednes=day evaning we marched in military
fnmation by road to Hayod.a Castle, arriving there about
7 or 8 o'clock on Bhursday morning, ®hile at! Moyode
Castle I'went out with a couple of foraging p'a::_-tiaa.
on one occasion 1l was sent out to get Bome eat%le for
alaughtering. 1 brought back twantr-une of the finest
bullocks to be got enywhere. They were the nronerty ef
the Dalys of Dunsandle; however, none of them was
slaughtered. = I went on another occasion to Mr. ward,
Fublican & Grocer, of Eiltullagh, for tea, m and



4' i

tobaceo. I gave him & receipt for the goods which we
took. I told him if we won we Would pay for them,
but 1f we lost he would Iose very ittle. Immn
commandeer ing prc:'iria*iana, ete, , we went nnly% to wealthy
shopkeepers; and blg farmers. 5
|
‘iate on Friday night we left Moyode Cagtle and
went to Lime Park. On the march there I was: acting as
rearguard scout. I wes overtsken by Rev. T.; Fahy.
He advised me to go home, and said that the::'*e‘; were 1,200
marinea ready in Galway to come out and atrtac%c us.
I t0ld him I would not go home withnutanordriar from
my superior officer, | |
' |

|
on arrivel at Lime Park I went to the kitchen with

Cherlie White to prepare same food, Some hours later
Jobn Welsh ceme and told us that the Volunteers had been
dlsbanded and had already left Lime Park, I told the
g8ix or seven R.I.CQ. prisoners who weie in a room off the

kltchen that they could have the food that waal, prepared,

|
At the entrance gate to Lime Park I overtook

Liam Méllows, Alf Monshen and Frank Hynes.

I! offered to
go with them tit Mellows would not agree,

He | told me

%0 knock round for & while and everything would blow over,
but 1t would be different with them, T nntiaéd that
Mellows wae still in uniform but had no great a':na.t.

1 offered to give him mine; at first he denil.inie& the
offer but eventually after assuring him that I Ecnulﬁ

get another one he reluctently agreed -to take 1t.
Some yeers later when I met him he recalled thia incident,
i
I went "on the run" and ebout three weeks:later

I was: captured and brought to Galway Jail. Af‘%ar a few

l
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dayse I was: transferred to Richmond Barracka, Dablin.
From there I was sent to Kmtsford Jail. affer a
ghort time there I was sent to Et;ung'uch._ |
releasged sbout Angust 1916,

I was
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