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Witness

Dermot Murtagh,
Qaklawn,

Athlone,
Co. Westmeath,

Identity.

Solicitor, Partner in the firm of "pair & Murtagh",
Athlone.

_Subier.l._

Formation of the Midland Volunteers,
Athlone, September, 1913.

Conditions, if any, Stipulated by Witness.
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My dear Joe, _' oo

The Etatam&nt 15 correct‘ Thara was a naradu of

'rHatiunalist Volunteers in Athlone prior to the Rotunda leetling.

LE
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The story te well known to all old wmt ives of the .town. I
remebber the details particularly well. In the first place it
all took place ocutside - house. I ‘'was then living at Garden
Vale. In the sevond, my’father was a vilent Nationalis:it, and a
devoted follower (and ® reonal friend)of John Redmond. ' He took
the keenest interest in the whole Home Rule controversy and was
the Captain of the ithlone Company of the Yolunteers when they
were ultimately formed.

{ Here are- the facta:

_ : The Weatmeabh Indepandent had an Zditor st that tinme
na.mgd HeDermott Hayaa He was also Preas Assoclation Speclal.
Correspondent. He was 2 drunken fellow and very foul mouthed
to his subordinates. . He was away in Yastlerea one day, reporting
a District Counecil *eating at which John Fitzgibbon was ralsing
Cain, and when he returnedto Athlone somebody sold him the yarn
that there had been a-Great Parade- of Bationalist Volunteers held
in the Falr Green and that 2,000 Volunteera had paraded. Hayes
awallowad the sbbry, and came in to the Reportara Room of the
Westmeath and-cursed the two reporters for not reporting it. Heé
abused them foully, and would not listen t2 them when they sald
no such parade-hadi ever taken place. -He wired the whole atory
to the Press Assoclation, and it- appeared tha fullcwing morning
in all the Hewaaapera of Britain. ,

I have 5art1cularly bitter recollections of that, be-
cause the father of a little boy with whoa I played, jokingly
agked me had I geen the parade, and:as of ®ursge I had not, I
felt I had missed something. (My house looked out on the Fair
Green.) I was greatly mollified when I returned home and asked
my Tather about it} and he told me it had never taken place.

Well, anmabudy wrote Lo the Presa and contradicted the
atory and the P.A. came down on Hayes threatening to sack hiw. In
an attempt to Justify himself and gived barren verisimilitude to
an otherwlse bal# and unconvinecing narrative, Hayes got out a few

. hundred Handbills suumoning a Meeting for the Falr Green. He
broached a barrel of porter among the ex-soldlers, gathersd together
a Tew band instruments, and got a crowd lnto the Falr Green. The
ex-soldiers and corner boys formed up behind the band and a body
of about @00 marched round the Southern Station and back to the
Falr Greeri, much to my delight, and you can take it 'I -had a front
seat vliew, for I was let out and got into it all.

When they got back to the Falr Green Yate (near where
the Crescent now atands) I was standing on the kerb, near where
stood two Britlsh Tomales Keenly en)oying the affair. Somebody
wanted a bugle call blewn. There was only a cornet and nnbod;
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knew how to blow A4 call. One of tha Tominlea, 1n a strong Cockney

accent, sald "Give it Lo me and I'll blow ong." They gave him

the bugle and he blew “Gome to the Cook-house door boys, come

"to the Cook~house door." In those -days ew.rybody knew the calls

a:d thls produced .a cheer and much laughtar and av~ryhad3 went -

home chuckling¥ . - - -- .- ; .
- . l *

I think thialwould have been in the monﬁh of sentember. It
was stlll- broad - -daylight- at about -2lght- o eloek anyway. For that
was the time of the parade and I-was allowed out to It 1 wuuld
not have been if it were ‘dark. oo

e hagd almost furganten about it when tﬁe Rotunda Meeting
took place; and ab*least one paper (I believa i1t was a Dublin

_paper: for I remember ny father sgring the Sditor must have been

a pal of Hayes/ - came out with a headline "Dublin follows Athlone's

_Glorious.Lead". 1 _ i

- . . 1

Thue is hiﬁtufy made. . - ) . -t

I think you will prubably find that the{can?aners of the ‘

:Rotunﬂawﬂaeting-wara+influanced»hy1tha-Athlﬂﬂamstﬂrm»v_liyaa_lt*_;.

is an amusing fact that the whole Volunteer Movement ariginated
in the drunken brain of a nawspapar carregpundent.

Anyway tha.t iujthe_tru& a$pry of thias famﬂps Corps and 1f

.tfuﬁh'is‘nnt atranger than flctlon it 18 at le ast very steange.
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With kindest regards,

Sincerely yohrh,
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y; ' ' C. Houss,
e _ sortcbelle 2arracks,
| / - Dublin, |

I{‘th. Eeﬂ. .*g.c

Dear Dezmott

_ In th2 ocurso buieneos up here, ‘I.have -come
scaroas a reference to Athlone in connection with recent
hiatcry that ie nees tO me, and I weonder if by any chance
you conld enlightan wme further on the mattsr, or perhaps
you would enquire into toe aatter on the spot, and let

me kot the rasult,

. Tha mutter in juaation is this: - Tt is ntatdd
that » Corps of Voluntesrs had been formad in or about
Athlone for come time prioc to the inaugural maating of
the Irigh Yolunteers ut the Potunda, on the 25:th, Nov,.
I2I30 * A preas itow dated 2004, Ceot, 1913, rafers to

a Yanifesto iesusd by Jidland Volunteer Toroe - formad i
to repel Carson's Army, 2ni pieged to a unitad Ireland, ®

if you cin fiod out any of tho names of thoge who
wore coficted wilb thia affért T would bg glad to Jearn
¢f thes; and if any of tha chief lights are gtill 2live,
perhage we could get a written statsment from them for
higtorioal recgrosd, ' ' .

Nothing elise atr&nge:nr_utartltng up here at'thﬁ
merment, 1 guww Ccogan the other d=y, =nd he told me the

. Oraoe picture was nlmost complate; 80 T will get in touch

with hir early next week and will let you know when it is
gelng down, - L . :

Civa me 4 call if vou should hﬂyPBnaﬁﬁnbﬁ;H&“GEﬁﬁwf--"“-"
. - CL © FBUREAL OF MILITARY 111700
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_ Sincerely yours |NO. W.S. 5%/




