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E’I‘ATEHER‘I‘ BY SBEMAS HURRAY,
. ‘John Dillon Street, Dublin.

When I was a very 'young boy I met with an
accident ~ my hip was badly mmashed. I spent many
montha in hospital and went under several operations,
and for & while there was a danger that my leg would
have {0 be amputated. A8 a result ever aince I have
& bad limp.

I was present at the meeting 1;1 the Rotunde for
the inauvguration of the Volunteers and later I went to
Camden Row, but on account of my infirmity I was very
prolitely refused menbersghip. I was very anxious. to
become & member and persisted in my efforts to Jjoin,
Eﬁ'entually my efforts were rewarded and early in 1915
I wae allowed to Joln the 5rd Batfalion. As I was the

. ommer of a horse and car I was altached to _t:b.a Trangport
§ection of the Battelion, and paraded slmost weekly at
l:!amdeﬁ Row,

On Holy Saturday, 19i5, when I had finlshed work,
J.H, Doyle (deceased) of "C" Company, 3rd Battalion,
called at my house at 24 Michael's Lane, and told me %o
get my horse and cart and to report. at Hichael's & John's
8chool, Essex Street, as:‘quiukly as possible, and that ~
he would be waiting for me there. @hen I arrived at
the school there was a party waiting for me, and then
we proceeded to load the cart with a number of cases

which contalned rifles and bozes of exmund tion,
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The following were present :~ Ted Sheehan, .
Simon Domnelly, Seén Goulding, Sam Irwin, J,H. Doyle,
when loaded, Simon Donnelly told me t0 proceed to

Gergld CQrofts' house in Camden Street.  Simon Donnelly,
Sam Irwin, Seén Goulding and J,H., Doyle ceme along on the
footpath am an escort. We left some of the stuff at
Gerald Crofte’ house and then proceeded to

Seédn Goulding's house, Vincent Street, S.C.R., and left
some more stuff there, From there we went on to a book.
ghop in Paggot Street where we left the remainder of the
stuff. When the job was completed.Simon Donnelly gave
me instructions to report with my horse and cart at the
corner of Montagus Sireet and.uamdbn Street between the
hours: of 2 and 3 on Baster: Sunday.

On Easter Sunday morning I read MacNeill's
Gountermanding Crder in the 'Sunday Independent', and,
believing that all manoeuvres, etc. were cancelled,

I aid not report at Camden Street that day, nor aid
I receive any further instruetions.

On Easter Mondsay morning at aboui 11.30,
Michedl Tannam called at my house snd told me to report
immediately with my horse and cart outside Lamberts
veterinary esteblishment, Lennox Street., TWhen I arrived
at Lennox Street there was no one there. I decdded to
remgin for a while. After some time the Battalion
Quartiermaster, James Byrne, came along. He made
éngqulries sbout some men of the Transport Section and
he sent my younger brother, who had éccmupanied me, to
Camden Row Icm' 8 Message. fhen my brother had Isft
Eyrne to0ld me to report to the Commandant and to tell the
commandant that he was: afraid to face him with the amall
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gmount of transport he had at his dlisposal. Just then
Michedl Tannam srrived and told me to report at the rere
of Byrne's, fishmongers, in South Richmond Street,
. I went there and loaded up all the military stores: that
were there, Then the loading was completed we proceedesd
to Bolani'e Bakery. Tannam accompanied me on a bicyecle.
When passing through Upper Fitzwilliam Street we
heard the sound of rifle firing, Tannam turned to me and
sald, "the scrsp is on". I was never informed that the
rising was t0o teke place, but from the distribution of the
munitions on Saturday and the intense activity which
prevailed in volunteer circles, I had a feeling that the
‘day’ for which we had been walting was near at hand.

R We entered the Bakery by the Clarence Jtreet
entrance and the place was already occupied by the
Volunteers, The Volunteers were engaged in putting the
place in a state of defence and they helped to unload the
arms and gmmunition, I then unloaded the horse and put _
Il:d.m in a atall, I picked up a Iee Bnfield rifle. I was
not in uniform. I was then detailed to dig a trench on the
railway lins. #hen the trench was: dug I proceeded along
the line to Westland Row Statlon and took up a position on
the bridge. ~ I remained at Westland Bow Station all day
with 1ittle Joé 0'Connor on sentry duty.

late that evening I went back to the Bakery.
I spent the night going from post .to post, and on Tuesday
assisted at the making of leopholes in the boundary wall
of Boland's: paddock commanding Grand Canxl Street Hridge and
Glanwilliam Flace., I also assisted at the making of holes
at the rere wall of BoOland's Bakery in opder 40 give us easy
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accoeass to t.ha railway. On Tueaday night I spent some
hours on duty with Simon Domnelly in Boland's paddock
which commanded the bridge and Clanwilliam Place, but
nothing unusual took place. |

On Wednesday I took up a pogltion on the railway
workshops. We remained there until Sunday morning when
Captein Joe O'Connor tadld@ us to evacuate and proceed to
Boland's Bskery, We were lined u.p in the Bakery and the
commandant told ue that it had been decided to surmender.
This announcement met with generel disapprovel. Same of
the men proceeded to smash their rifles. We were formed
into fours and marched out through CGlarence Street
entrance intoc Grand Canal Street and into @ratian Street
where we were halied; and leld down our arms in Grattan
Street autside Snyley House.

The British soldiers who were in ILower Mount Street,
cans along and took the surrender from the uanmmnd.ant-.
We were then marched up to Lower Mount Street where the
British put a double line of soldiers on each side of us
and marched ug to the R,.D.S. Grounds, Ballsbridge. We were
put into cattle stalls, gbout twenty of us in each stall,
The British officer in charge was very decent, We
remained in Ballsbridge until Tuesday when we were marched
to Bichmond Barracks. Before being marched off we were
peraded in the Grounds and the: British offficer in charge
addressed the prisonereg and said, "if any attempt at
reacue by any of your friends from any of the pide streets
takes place, that 150 rebels: would lie desd on the road'.

On errival at Richmond Barracks we were sent to
verious barrack rooms, and remained there until Friday.
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Widlst there, 'G' men and R, I.0., men scrutinised us seversl
times. PFollowihg the sorutiny by the police and R.I.C.,
one of the men in our room, Maurice Brennsn, was takeén away

from us and brought to another part of the Barracks,

On Friday we were asseiibled on the Barrack Sguars,
The day was very very wet. We got a ration of bully beef
and biscults and were kept for several hours standing in the
Barrack JSquare. Wo were then marched to the North Wall and
put on board a cattle boat.

On arprival in England we were sent o Wakefield Jail
and put in separate cells. We were kept in solitary
eonfinement and all our personal belongings were taken from
us. TWe were not given mm:it:t clotheg but each man had to
wear @ comvict tab indicating his wing mwber and cell
number. After a whlle we were allowed two hours' exsrcige
.in the rin&.. Ve were not sllowed to smoke or to converge
with our fellow priscners. After some time the regulations
" in the prison were relaxed and we were allowed to associate
with each other, Te were then served with deportation
orders and transferred to Frongoch. I was sent to the

Worth Csmp,

After a short time I was sent to Wormwood Scrubhs
Prison’to appear before ihe Sankey Gommiseion. Before going
before the Gommission we were advised by Couhsel as to the
attitude to”adopt. One of the members of the Commission
informed. me that my bPother had been killed in France ebout
9th July, That was the first intimation I got of my
brother's death, I was then questioned as to my membership
of' the Irish Volunteers. I told the Commlission that I was
not ancwering any questions. Next day I was returned o

T,



Frongoch,

G.

I was released about the end of August, 1916.
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