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STATEMENT OF CHARLES MoQUAILE ,

QE. Furry Pork, Reheny, Dublin.

I Joined the Volunteers at the Rotunda meeting on
.|
the 25th November, 1913 end was attachsd to the
Companies parading st Columcillse Hall, 5, Blackhall

Street. It wag the Gaello Leagus Hall at the time.

Bafore the "aplit™ T held no rank in the Volunteere.
My Company offioers in Blaockhall Street were| Liam Murnans,
Eemonn Moroen, Callendar and the Battallon Commandant was

Daly.

I was not in the I.R.B. I toock part ig.tha Howth

ﬁun—running. ; ' ?

After the "split I remained with the Irish ‘:.Fnllunteara
at Blackhall Street, taking part in their paradeb and
contributing to the gun fund. There was no ﬂhﬂ%gﬂ in
the Company Offlcers. I was not aware that|a Rislng wes

to taks plaoe.

Since "the age of 15 yeers I had been a member or,ﬁha
Postal Staff as a Learner Boy employed in the G.P.O.,
Dublin. ' '

4t this time also I beeame a member of the Sinn Fein
Organisation at Harcourt Street where I got to Kﬁaw tha

laaderﬁ.

On Holy Thursday of Easter Veek in the course of
official duties I saw by accident on the desk of:tha

éupariutenaant's olerk an offiolal paper headed "Seoret
| /and



RN ,

~and Confidential™ with the address "Dublin castla!.

Glancing through thia dooument I saw that 1% was ﬁlaﬂnt

for & 'round up' of Volunteer lesders and othar pruminant.
Sinn Felners. This paper was addressed to t.he Sanretary,
G.FP.0. It was sent to the Secretary of the G.P.0. to
ensure that all suburban sub-Fost O0fficee under hjia
oontrol, whioch extended to Maypooth and Ba-lbrll.ggag, would
heve some member of the staff in attendance to aﬂlinit.
members of police and military ooly an_Eaptar: Sunriar night
and Easter Monday. The gist of fhia document was to éha
effect that a ®round up' of Volunteer Leaders anﬂ;- prominent

Sinn Felners was to take place at Easter Sunday midnight.

_ On Holy Thursday niéht. I paraded at.'Blani:hﬂll Street.
Recognisipg the significanoe of the doocument I hud seen in
the G.P.0. I mentloned the matter to my ﬂnmpﬂlqj Dfﬂaer.
Murnanas. He instructed me to see Sean Hauston, _E.Lan my
Company Offloer, 'an_-i tall him all about the r.lnoum:ant. This
I 444 and Heuston asked me 1f these papers could ;ba got.

I' sald it might be possible adding thet the most ilikely
place where they would be held would be in th:a Seoretary's
Office &nd if we could get down thers bsfore lﬁ p.lm., before
the Cleesners left off, we would be able to .ga|t'. iHto. the
Office direct. It should be mant.iunﬂd.. that Ei:.!:m :Inﬂtrum.ant
Room door led to the Sat_:ratary'u‘ Office by & priniat.a
entranoe on the first floor. With Heuston I eni;iared the
Secretary's 0ffice by thls entruncge and as fortune would
have it the Secretary's room door wus opsen £nd ws; were not
gpan by anyone. Arriving there we found, m:lnnga!,t. 8 lot of
other pu_apelrﬁ, the dooument -/ whioh we were éaarc;*hing. e
took this &ncunent which referred to the arrqﬂt.s]lﬂn.d we went
a&rosa to an address ip .Dawson. Strect whloA.I ﬁuw remembo r

i8 No. 2 or 5. There we went up & atairway. ‘Heus ton
: a | /sa1d



sald "You hang back & minute" and he went 1nto1tha
:rnum. In & short tims Mr. Tom Clarke and Bulm?r Hobeoh
Iemarge&, also MeclDermwott und MacNeill. Mnﬁridé'waa
‘there too. - Theﬁe were all I knew by appeufﬂnﬂﬂu- This
would be somewhere between ¢ and 9.30 p.m.. Héuaton came
out and more ¢r lese dismiased me with the 4emajks "It was
a good night"s work". During my pericd on thﬂ% stairway
I noticed bundles of paper being brought into thie back
entrance and I heard the carriers remark “More fuel for
the fire™. This conveyed to me the lumpression %hat atuff
was belng burned. - ‘ | |

|

I was ipstructed to mnﬁillae on Eaater anﬂﬁy about
9.30 a.m. and conveyed a haversack and s box|of émmunitiun
on my bioycle to Ceorge's Church, Dorset straut.| I was
QEking this from my residence at 38, Stoneybatter. A Mr.
q'meill,\whn had mobilised me on that mﬂrnin%. ?dld me it
wag a matter of urgenoy to have the ammunition delivered by

"1l e.m, I brought the ammunition an&1hanﬂeF 1ﬁ over to

Captein Heuston as ordered. When ths Gompgny @avad off
to Liberty Hall at about 11.30 Captein Heuston ﬂepailah me
to remaln at Goorge's Churoh apnd direct all late Lamars to
follow on to Liberty Hall, Members straggled along and I

instruoted them accordingly.
i

About 11.50 my brother-in-lew, Mr, Armﬂtroug. with
whnm I had & prior appointment to go to Wilkinatuwn outside
. Hajﬂn for & day's rabvbit ahooting and who had been a
spectator at the George's Church parade, persusded me to go
viith him on the motor aycle, whioh had a oumhinﬁtlon. rather
than with the Volunteers for what we then thought %aﬂ a
day's manoeuvres on the mountains. At Navan we w;ra

stopped by local police - a Sergeant McCormack| and' a
- fpulicaman
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pél_iman named Kerrigan. I knew the latteér personally
and .wa vere conveyed to Navanm Pollce he:raﬂks.l. i‘;s we

hed a shot gun in the motor slde-car tl{ta police mlﬁdﬂ a
great fusa emd commotion, amd it was hers we Jl,earnaﬂ firat
of the Rising in Dublin. We were detained in the Pollce
Barraocke until Wednesday when we were allowed |to éu on to
Wilkinstown but in no circumatam_mﬂ would the Sarg"_&ﬂnt

sanction our return to the Clty. i

. - - | i
Folioe Officer Kerrigan, now in Amerioa, ocame out to

Hilkinatunn on the Friday evening and informeﬂ. ua, It.11.|5|1:-
a*lrar:,rthin.g wae now quiet in the City and we could maka for
hnma. We returned to Navan Folice barrﬂoh:a on t.hs Saturday
apd we were purnﬂ.tt-aﬂ to return homes whioh we 414 nn bioyoclaa
boirowed from & friend at Wilkinstown. Armstrong 8 motor

. bicycle was detained for many weeks afterwards. iTuat is a8
|

far as I oan.go in 1916.
' Fnlluwilglg 19lé I becams aescclated with t-ii'ta Nétiunal |

A1d Asscoiatlon in Exoheguer Street and helped that

Asspclation 1n the oplleotion of funds in the I:’_nst!.ﬂrﬂng.

I visited {'.ha "dapondﬂnta of those who ware dap&rmé and

reported 'cm thelr olaima. T met Mrs. Ceannt ajnd gn aldar'l;.r

man with a lame leg. I handed monles over to lltrhan:-;l end thay

were the only two panplé with whom I ever ocams Iil.::t dontaot,
On the release of the prisonmers in 1917 I -reau:manl
mﬂm:harship of "D" Company, lst Battalion. Healy, .Ilénrnan
_and Murnans wers my Company Officers. It should b'a
munt.ionaﬂ that when the Briti sh Forcesa ware re—enforﬂad.
following 1916 they set up thelr own Postal Section 'within
the G.P.0. I was the civilian olerk responsible f!::::r all
puaﬁiﬂl arrangement8 in oconnection with the Brlti sh li:uilit-ary.

: /In
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In thie wey I'had sccesa to milipary correapondence and

tha luu_ar.ian of troops throughout th;s uauuu;,r.? E:i..ﬂnt.t:,e'z'a.
raaaivad into "‘the Foot Office did not i: mmat.u t.na location
uf the afﬂqer or soldier; they simply gave t.ha nu.mhar,
runk arﬂ name of the individual and Berving somawhare in
Ireland. It wos my job to endorse the aaﬂralaa a_f the

unit to' whieh the officer or soldier bulungadL :I'n that
way I was in possession of a complets list ufll 911 tha
military unite and their looations bhrnughou t.ha uuuntrjr.
This 1nformt1nn I passed on to Mlchael .:t.alnan. | I was &g
known source of contact to psople in ths Faluntmra looking
for t.hi.s infomation. I was not a very ;:-rnminan;t- fembe r
b.""t' they all knew of my funotions in the i‘*ust! Grflicu and

verse Zant to me.
1

The prinoipel duty at that time was known as: Home
Defenoe in the Hortlng Office. I was occasionally asked
to intercept letters to varlious members of t.hle Briti sh
Hilitary TForges from a list supplied to me. | I would be
askoé by other mambers of the Postal sStaff - IIJnynfj.hnn,
ILad:];.r ami Ayan. I think the present Imjnr—{‘.l{mﬁr&l Archer
ssked me on & few ococasions to get him n:ilttary list.
J.un:at-lona of the. nrmy units amd their ﬂcﬂtinntinns. 1
supplied Dermot 0'Sulllvan with a sketch of tlb.ﬂ various
b:ﬂnohe.a of the G.P.0. am glay gave probable timian that
the mllltﬂry o8l led for thelir mails. Latar the Eritl.ﬂh
began t.o intercept correspondence sddressed to eertain
aiviliﬂna tiroughout the country. ‘Two suparintﬁpdenta of
‘the G.F.0. staff held these licts und I was comnlssioned to
convey the pacikets of censored onrraspnnﬁencai to !Dubl:l.n _
Castle &né G.H.G. direct. There were two bundles of sealed
epvulup:au mede up. On that occasion I wag bruua:ht. over to
the Castle end my eppesrsnce ves made Xnown to & Iiﬂr. John
Anderson, Chief Secretary I think at the tims, a h‘.r. Cope
and & Mr. Connolly. The latter wad supposed to B8 8 finger:-

! 1
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fi'ng&pprint- expert. Then I went up to G.H.Q. dj:.raut- and was
1nt.roﬂunad to Major Hill-Dillomn, a Military Cansnr gnd a
ceptain Larraaay who was a former Post Office | clarl: 411
I was asked to do was to corry the sealed envalopq containing
the letters safely to Dublin Castle or G.H.Q. [ag the omge
may be. : I travelled by bicyole or on a aida-car.: Tha
quarintanﬂant held the pass to visit Dublin caat.la and it
was only given to me for the journey end I returnsd it to
him when I cems beak. After some tlme 1t was a vlsr:.r aasy
matter at Dublin Castle to enter the pracinots. - It was
only a matter of showing my pass and free access wj'aa given.
Before undertaking this work I got the direction q:f Micheel
Stalnes who told me to oarry on and who later boked me if I
could g:at the nemes of people whose corraspnndanoal wag
1n1;ur¢up:t-aﬂ. All T can reoollect were Cathal G'E:hannun,
wrém-f‘nwhrn, Larry 0'Neill, a Fathar Augustine| of é:hurch

Street, a priest of the Carmelite Order in claranuém Street
and a Merohant's Quay priest. These are the unly nemes I
can recall at the moment of whom nnrraspnn.danoa was
1nt.ar¢aptaﬁ The Superintendent was very parit-inu}ar and
rthaﬂn were all I could get to see. It was nut:'. an1aaa;r

mettar. -

One . rmo:rnlug during the year 1920 or 1521 - I am not
nla&r which - as I was coming out the back door of |t.ha G 2.0,
at that time located in the Bink, two msn met ze. ' One was
known to me as I-"andar Brealin. They said to me “Eoma
along with ua™., I went with tuewm to, Y thinlc, Nn.IE, .
Dominicic ut-reat. near Parnell Streest. This was a t.ja_ilor’ 8
shop end MoMahon was the name. I was taken into u.‘. be ak-
parlour in whioh about three men were ssated at a table
oevidently awaiting our arrival. One of the men ra:aamblarl'

: . : | .fMichaal
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Michaal Collins. Breslin later confirmed that 1t was
Collinsa. This gentleman questioned me &3 to the proosedurs
I adopted 1ln the delivery of the paaksﬁa et Dublin Castle apd
et G.H.Q. I oxplained the procedurs in detail with the sid
of a rough sketoh of the Castle and the rooms through which I
passad wlith the gorrespondaence. He sald "Instead of you
golng this morning I am golpg. Do you think 1t will be a
safe mission?” I confirmed that there was nothing to fear as
the Castle Authoritlies were, in my opinlon, rather laokadaisleal.
At this stage I hended him my pass and the packets and he told
me to walt hers until he came back. He returned in about an
hour apd & half and saiﬁ everything went 'lovely®. He
returned the paas and told ma T h_ad nathiﬁg to worry ahoult as
he had mat wlth no obstacles, Some days leter it was announced
in the press that it vwas believed Michael Collins had entered

Dublin Castle disgulsed as & ooal porter but I knew otherwise.

It wae notloed at this time that there was a certain
laxity In the supervlision of these officee at Dublin (astle
and G.H.Q., apd that the currespondence, although marked
"Secret” and "Confidential", seemad to be there for anyone to

handle. The c¢lsaners oould have access to them too.

My bouse in Stoneybatter was reided on three occaslons
coming neasr 1921, I think, and judging from the gist of the
quastions put to me and the search of the house 1 had s
suapieion that it wee known I was bringing these papars ocut
ogoasionally to mgke coples, that that was what-thay wafa mora
or less lopklng for. Vhen lists were ¢alled for it was usual

for me to teke them goma and prepare coples,

In one of tha.nrfines in Dublin Castle - that of Mr. Cops,
Mr. Taylor or Mr. Connolly -.I noticed in a file lying on the
table lists of monies paid out in respect of iq:ﬁfmétion
. - :;i /recelivad.
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Appendjx 6
National Archives Act, 1986, Regulations, 1988

0 PFURSUANT TO RE T 8
Form to be completed a:ng inserted in the original record
in place of each Eg- rt abstracted

Reference number of the separate cover under

which the abstracted part has been filed: L5 27¢/4

How many documents have been abstracted: ,;‘="

The date of each such document: _ 12 f#/ 49

The description u-l‘ each dor.umeﬁt:

Ms 17 A Hoe S omad” hoaetl, e O

AT

. Wi sk c pidual

(Where appropriate, a composite description may be entered in respect of

' two or more related documents). -

' Reason(s) why the part has been abstracted for retention:

(c)Would or might cause distress or danger to livin 1is on the gr

that they:contain information about individuals, or would or might be

likely to lead to an action for damages for defamation.

( These w:ll be the reasons given nﬁzt%nder Section 8(4).)

Name. (J. Moloney.)
Grade: Col.
Departmehtfﬂfﬁw'ﬂuurt:
Date: 7 March 2003,
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rauaiveﬂ.j The names of. a man named with an

address’ . , and a aman named ) | of

_ were noticed as being in the pay of the Hubliﬁ
castle Authorities. This information was pasadﬂ on by me

and it haﬁ been noted that these two men were lﬁterjahnt.

Their bodies were found.

. ' |
Earlier 9tailnes said to me "You must regard yourself
as belng -attached to ocur G.H.Q. Intelligence Dapartﬁant.“

I was engaged in these dutles until after the Fruna.
I
|
|

Signed:.

i Date:

Witness: j

i BUREAY OF MILITARY HISTORY-1013:21
Date: BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1013-21
fNo. W.S, 276




