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Royal Munster Yacht Club,

Crosshaven, .

The Bureau of Militery History 1913 2
26, Westland Row,
DUBLIH - ;'

Dear 3ir,

I am sorry for the dalag in answering your letter
of the 10th, inst., but T cannot write myself and am depanﬁant
on fiAding someone to write for me.

I feer that I can add very 11ttle to what 1s on
public record concerning my own experience of the defence of
Casement. It was a very great strain from which I suffered
for a conaiderabla time. I saw and spoke to Casement only

on two occaaiuna, on the two matters about. which he was worried
in eonnection with the trial,

First, he wished that it should %e lmown that from
the moment of his landing, he was striving, in every way, to
prevent the occurrencea of Eaater Week, The matter had been
planned on the assurances 6f the Germans that it would be
supported| at whatever risk, by the landing of a large German
force in Ireland. When this assurance was revoked, Casement
nnnai&erad that the Irish participants in the- scheme had been
duped by mhe Germans for German ends, and Yte wished it to be
understoéod that he did his beat to stop the scheme going any
fur ther.

The sécond matter that troubled Him was the fear
that the prosecution would introduce,in the trial, the deplore
able entries in his Diary. In fact the” ﬁtturnay General sent
me & number of messages asking me to inépect the Diaeyvand -
wired me that the Home Office would be- open to me, day and night,
up %o the |moment of the trial.

Sir Travera Humphréya, by direction of the Attnrney
General, handed me a full copy of the Diary on the morning of
the trial! T A1d not read 1t but passed it to one of my
juniors. I formed a very defihite opinion that it wds the
desire of [the Government to assist in the establishmént of a
defence of insanity, ' It was impodsible that they could put
the Diary |in evidencsé, but though never formed in plain language,
it was clear to me that they were anxious to persuade me, by
the Diary, to make that defence.
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I did not even disnuss it with Casément, beyond
assuring him that the Diary would not be alluded’ to during the
trial, He was very nervous aboubt it, and, 1n splte of my
efforts tu|ahu1d the subject, he 1ntruﬂeﬂ the observation

that the mattsra récorded in the Diary were inseparable from
the manifertation of distinguished genius,

He ‘'meant, no doubt, that 1f the matter did appear
“at the triral this theory ahould be put forward, coupled with'
the notorioua historical proofs. Beyond this strange occurr=-
ence there 1s I think nothing that 1s not better known to
the public and to myself in eonnection with the trial,

Yours truly,

A, M. 8Sullivan,

BUREAU OF MILITARY IN3TORY 1813-27
BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-1 ‘
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10th May, 1949.
A Chara,

The |enclosed leaflet will explain why I amwriting to you.

In vilew of your intimate association with the trial of the
late Roger Casemant, the Director would be glad if you could see
your way |to set down on record for the Bureau the full account
of your expariam:es during that trisl and of any conversations which
you may have had with Casement at that time.

The story which you have to tell can be told in any manner
you chouse and can take the fom of a single statement or any
number of] statements. The essential thing is that whatever you set
down should be a record of the facts as they are known to you. It
should be| told with as much detall as you can remember, including
dates, persons, places, etc., as incidents which appear to be of
minor impartanca may, in the view of historigans,, have a real
significance.

Statements, when received in the Bureau, are carefully
covered and bound to ensure their pmsarvation and protection as
historic docume nts, and for that reason it would be appreciated if
you could |arrange, when drawlng up your statement, to use one side
of the paper onljr, and to leave a margin of about one inch on the .
left, so that none of the text may be obscured in the binding.

As explalined in the accompanying leaflet, any statement
entrusted lto the Bureau will be treated as strictly confidential -
and its contents will not be revealed to anyone outside the Bureau
without the consent of the owner.

If there is any aspect of the matter on which you would like
further information I shall be only tooc pleased to help you. '

Should you come to Dublin at eny time in the near future, the
Director wnul.ci be very pleased to meet you in the Bureau or at. any

other conveniant. vene .
| Mise, 1le maaé,
{Signed) P.J. BREHNM{.
ROWA L.

i ' .
Mr. Serjeant Sulllvan, X.C., "BUREAU OF MILITARY HiSTORY 1
4 's Wa lk .' - R
, sing’s Bench Walk, BURO: STAIRE MILEATA 101328
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