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Witness

I ) Mr. William P. Cﬂrr‘igall,
3 S8t. Andrew St.,
Dublin.

ldentity - | !

Subject

(a) 'I'ook part in Risinh Easter Veek 1916 -
South Dublin Union; |

(b) Arrahgfmerltgnf% Jogeting of Arthyr Griffith

erson,
in- offices of Corrigan and Gorrigan, Eclicitora.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness |

Nil
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1 have been interviewed by Commandant Barry ICgarding

.|. any matters .of historical importance. which ca.uie t0 my Kboow-

. ledge during the years 1916. to 1921. _.
In the year 1916 I took: par‘b in the ;[nsun-uetion being
in the. Socuth-.ublin Einiun wherse. 1 was taken Prisoner and o
\ -after sSome days was. brought hef,oz'\a Court Martiali: Before
going. into the ,room in: which- the Court Martial took -piaqé--' :

| I was seen.by Mr.W.s. Wylie K.Culafterwards Judge Wylie) who

j}- was .acting as Prosecutor he having.a éommisaion .and being
attached to Dublin Unit&rsi—tr.-ﬂ.*r._c. _We were both surprised
- to. see each other in our respective capacities. -He said to
me "Rememver.if you do not consider fou are-being fairly:
treated’ you can call-on;mef.. .Nothing occurred during my

. trial excepting a Sergeant who . had given evidence in my case
| ..wished to amend his evidence. -Before he was 'ailpﬁd to do =0
Mr. Wylie .stated to -him "You have. finished gbur.- avidence-and
jfou canno t+ add tn-.nr‘.,t—_ab:é.'fr.om.it_lunlass.it-_j.s,in favour .

of the prisoner” and:the sergeant was oot allowed to give .
any f_urt.ﬁar: wi&ahnaa." I understand from some. .ot the .other
prisoners that Mr.:Wylie adopted a strict course; with all |

the witnesses ot the Crown.: -

N P Sometime atterwards,towards the end of 1920 the British

Local Gpvernment -Boai'li; had made daman&a on the Joj.nt-_ﬂommit‘t.ra
of the ,u:;anaegprm;an Mental Hospital, then kpown-as. the
Richmond and Portrane asylum for.their books for. audit pur=
-po.ses. which the Jolnt Commit tee ;‘B_f.gs?_{l. having previo uaig
.- .sworn allegienee -to Dail:sireann.. The Local ._-G;a*uf_e:mnt Board
i‘.hu:i. retfused to, grgni_aia.- My.firm .acted as legal ‘stnviqqara;,
. ﬁa;- the Asylum Joint yommittee and having been q:ﬁnsrul;eﬁ’l?r_ .
.. the' chairman (the 1a-t;e“ura.-.1‘an.qi§- Wyse Power). oi“. the. . ..
Committee fuga_rd:l,ng the raising of money on the deeds oI the
property. or the asylum...She stated that they haa no money .
-.to- feed the inmates for more than a day or two. I rapproquh,p_r'
the Bana of ITeland for an aavance ok the security of the

| deeds and this was mrusud ‘nnless-’ tha coment oi' thﬂ Local

Government Board was ubtained. 1 t:heu cons::ltea Mr Wylie
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(who usually. advised the Joint Committee} at his own resid

ence. late one evening. Ip the course-of the discussion I point-
.ad out that 1t the Committes could not raise the money witbout
the consent or the.Lo¢al.lYgvernment Board .the Committee wula
have mo. alternative but ‘to open'the gates and release.some 400
inmates,. Mr. Wylie stated "this will be a nice town to live in
with Black and vans, I.R.A. and lunatic's{ abroaa™ He then aske
me “what' are you Tellows fighting for". and. ralléwing_a. discussion
about this he t'-haﬁ said it was a-pityﬁthat-mmuming could: not
be-done to bring the two sides together. He asked.me would

Arthur Griffith and -Michawl Upllins meet a.British ‘Hepresentative.
He suggested.Sir John Anderson thée General Permanent under

Secretary in uublin Ggstle as the.British aepresentative and I

agreed to meke Some enguiries ana let Mr. Wylie know the. result
of same, 1 interviewed arthur Gritfith in'thu'nailuya nesStaurant
and- told him of my conversation with Mr. .ﬁylia. ‘He statea- tha t
he would not be in favour -of Michaol Uollins meeting any.re-
Presentative as his appcarance was not . known to the sritish but
he tnoughtfir-ﬂullinﬂ- was agreeable, he,. Grirrith, who was

well knowh' to- ths Authoritics would be sgrewablé to mest the
British Representative.. After Griffith had consultea Collins he
informed me tha't he was williug to meet a British Regpresentative
and I got in touch with Mr. 55;3113 and informed him and it was
agreed that the meeting should take place in my office on the
followlng ‘Sunday (from my raqnllanticn thlswas.the Sunday: .
aftéiithe shooting of Lynch in the Exchequer Hotel) I under-
took to guarantee the safe condiuct of Sir John - Apderson and Mr.
Wylie gave a similar underteking with. regard to’ Griffith. The

two -men came to ‘my office on the Synday as -arranged. (Qne took
the front of fice and thé other-the back office and Mr.Wylie and

myself acted  as intermediaries between them. I do not -think

the: tvx:’men- actually met\dtzr:ine: the course: of the proceedings,

but, I thiok these were the first steps towards peace negotiations..
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