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About 1912 I was working in Belfast. The first National
Organiaation I joined was the Freedom Club about that year.
Denis McCullough, Joe Connolly, Tom Wilson, Archie Heron,

Sam Heron, Sedn 0'Sullivan, Alf Monaghen, Alf Cotton,
Henry Shields were members also. The policy of the Club was
anti-British propaganda and furthering of rapuhﬂ.icu.ﬁ ideas.

I joined the I.R.B. also about 1912, I was approached
as. to jn:l.ning by Imi:l.s_- MeCullough. I was sworn in by him,
I think at the time I joined Denis McCullough was: heaﬂ of our

‘M Circle. HW m Sa ez m:l:ﬁa-t—h.m
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baEn haad. ,1 a member of thw I.R.B. thera was little we were
asked to 4o except the spreading of republican propaganda.

Our effort in the matter of recruiting for the I,R.B. was one of
extreme caution., A person would have to be of trustworthy
character and well recommended before he would be admitted to
meniberahip.

The policy of the I.R.B.-was to support and help in every
way the Gaelic League and-G,A.,A. Those organisations gave us
contacts ‘that might be expected to produce the right sort of
recruits for the I.R.B, Amongst the men I knew in the G.A A.
was Seén 0'Sullivan, a native of Cork, who was most active in
the I.R.B, and all othef organisations with good national
outlook, The Eepuhlicm in Belfast at this time were very
small in number,

At the formation of the Volunteers in Belfast the prime
movers in the effort to geot the Volunteers going were the I.R.B,
end the Freedom Club. I cart remenber now how the organisation

was: started but we got together a lot of representatives: of
" other national urganiéatinna, geuch as, A.O,H,, Forresters,

G, A.A. and Gaelic: League, and got r&uruita: for the Volunteers.
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from each. Up t0 the time the Redmoniite crowd came into the
Volunteers the numbers in the organisation were not large.

I can't make an accurate guessy some.hundreds - nothing near

the 1,000 mark, ﬁe trained i.n Willowbank Huts -~ a disused
militery cemp. We also did tactical training in the cmtr&
around Belfast. ~'There was nothing muech advanced in the training
we d:tc'lf' I did some training at rifle practice at a miniature .
range at the back of Herbert lMoore Pim's house,

about July 1914, after the Radﬁqnﬂite ranraﬁantativas. ware
admitted on the central Executive of the Volunteers in Dublin,
the Devlinite crowd in Bélfast were admitted into the Volunteers,
There was an immediate big influx of recruits into the Volunteers.
Soon after this we got a few hundred Italian rifles. T,hdae rifles
were nothing much to brag ebout from a militery point of view and
were useless to us as there was no amminition for them. They

were useful for drill purposes and looked attractive to the men on

_ parads, I don't remember seeing any of the Howth rifles in

Belfast. We had an intensive effort in the procuring of rifles
and revolvers, Our.funds were limited and we had to strain our

* financial resourcés to purchese even our own personal rifles,

We wai'_a forced to purchase the Italian rifles - any of us who

fancied one. There was: no free issue of rifles to the Volunteers.

' The collection 6f funds for arus was one of our main activities.

We got great helpin the procuring of funds from the Cumann na mBan
énd the Flanna Eireann. Seén Kelly of the Flanna was a very

active young man at 'th:l.a- time.

Around September or October 1914, the split 1ﬁ the
Volunteers took place in Bélfast. The members remaining loyal
to the orlginal poliey of the Volunteers were reduced from
thousands' to hundreds, but as far as I remember a substantial
number remained with us, I can't now even give a guess: at the
number, We continued our drilling, tralning and previous efforts
in procuring funds, and purchasing such arme as we had Ma_
araileble for. PAdraig Pearse came to Belfast a short time
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before 1916, He delivered an oration in St. Mary's Hall. I was
an armed guard on.the door of the hall for this meeting.
4 gentleman who bad an office in the hell was refused admission
by me and as'a result I was suwmoned by tha police for threatening
this man with a gun. The hall was packed for this meeting.
4s I was on the door for the meeting I can't give any idea of what
'linse his oration took. ' '

_ During Holy Week, 1916, I don't remember having heard
anything definite of the contemplatéd rising. I knew that
something was brewing,from the preparations I saw 'baiﬁg ma.da
Rifles were collected and my two rifles were taken up, and, I was
told, we;ra pent on to Coalisland in Go, Tyrone, I can't now
remember mthing definite except that .wé were told to hold
ourselves in readiness to proceed to Coalisland. What day we
were told this I can't remember. I 4id not get any orders for
moving to Tyrone on Saturday. I was o barman at this time,

' I was: working late on Saturday nighf and I had also to work on
Sunday. I remenmber'that my brother Paddy told me he was
mobilised for Tyrone on Saturday and when he told me this I gave
him a five~pound note and told him to be expecting me in Tyrone
‘some time on Easter Monday. The Belfast Volunteers who went to
Tyrone returned home on Sunday nlght as a result of getting
MacNeill's gountermanding order. |

On Tuesday morning of Easter Week I was: arrested.
C. 0'Shannon, Denis McCullough, Poter B:mns and a lot of other
Belfast Voluntéers were arrested asbout the .aamar time. A few
days after our arrest we were removed to Dublin by I think, a
special train,

~In Dublin we were teken to Richmond Barracks. On the
8th May I was: rMed to Frongoch. Some: of the leaders were
am&lted'whilqt I was in Dublin, I don't remember seeling any of
the executed leaders in Richmond. I was releassd from
Prongoch shout Christmas 1916.
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I'regret I can't give eny more details of the events
in Baifaat between 1913 and 1@1‘5.-. I have only raaaﬁtly
returned to Irelend after 21 years in England. My association
with my former comrades of the I R.B. &nd Irish Volunteers
has 'béan bfoken for such a long time that it is .cinlz,r aftar.
extreme effort I can jog my memory and all the details are

now a foggy memory to me,

.Bigned; _g‘ . &-e&\—-q
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