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The Genesis of tha movement which led t-n the formation

3 ~of the Ifiﬁh;Hatinnali%;ﬂh;:ﬁmllpknnwn to need repetition;
following the enti-Home Rule campaign founded by the late
8ir E. Carson in the North, and the establishment of the
Ulster Volunteer Force in 1913, news items appeared in’
the Dublin Dailles in August '13 of the formation by British
ex-servicemen at Athlone, of a force to supporﬁ_the Hnmh Rule
.+ movements I am inclined to think the reports, at the beginning,
at all events, had no firmer bBasis than the lively imagination
t‘i éf a local prass:cnrnﬂapohﬂant. During all that year (1013)
~ Dublin wes in a ferment with strikes, and the Citizen Army
:j was founded (Capt. White, ex~British Amy - son of Field
'. Marshal 8ir Geo. White, of Ladysmith defence fame %n the Boer
War, was prominent in this) to protect the strikers against
police violence. The Athlone example, whether imaginary or
not, attracted wide attention and in December, I think, in the
Rink, the movement was launched in Dublin (see L.S. Gogan,
Hatinnnllmuaauﬁ). The movement spread rapidly, end the late
- Professor Eoln MacNeill was prominent. It will be recalled
i how, at a Cork meeting, he called for cheers for Oarson for
i having blazed the trall for the formation of an Irish Voluntee:
" force. In its inception the Irish National Volunteer movement
~was founded "to defend the righis and liberties cnn::mn to all
. Irishmem",

. I canmot say, now, to whom the oredit ia due of starting
.the movement in Dundalk, I think Paddy Hughes end Joe Ward
‘ (both gone to their reward), Paddy Duffy, St. Marsl;"ﬂ Road,
}wnre the moving spirits. At all evenis, in the Jamuary of
1914, it started here, mot too: suspiciously, with a membership
of mbout 80, The Rink in the Athletic Grounds was secured as

8 drill hall; two ex~-militia sergeants - one of them, Carroll,
had been actively and successfully obstructive in. the Ener
quf years, when an effort was made to stampede the Loath
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Mili‘tia, a Rifle Rag:lmant then ﬂtutiunad in Sheffield (?) into
voluntear:l.ng fm.- gervice mruaas. he told them they were
a:;le[staﬂ for home service only - the utharl, John Finnegan;
both have since dled.

|[ '.
Infantry Training Mamual was our textbook; we followed that model

It may be of interest to mote Mere that the Official British

1’1e every detall of organisation and drill.

. | That the movement spread 1ike wildfire is a matter of
hiﬁ'tlury. In practically every parish a Voluntaa- group waa forme:
some, in ﬂact, went so far as to mnmu women's Red Cross unit
{Eilaarnan). The then Irish Parlimsntarr Party regarded the
whole business with.a dubious eye, and with intent to capture it,
ma}l;fbpra of the A.0.H. organisation, the then "Grey Buinence" of
the ,Party, joined-in big mmbers, resulting, in Dundalk, in the
original fistful being hrought up to full battalion strength
(aigﬁht full companies). About that time the British organisation
wag Ia.]lterad to four double companies. An A.O0.H, man (ex~K.0.8.B.,
was in charge. We Bad the umusual arrengement of two B.S.Ms.
(3# a:; mewcomer, A.O.H. ex R.I.F'.]Aaa?a old instructor, Johnny
mm;g;m.) -

1 Ahmt July we gnt 40 Leo Enfield l.ps rifles and firsd cur
cuuraa on the rifle range. The first rift in the lute came in
Auguat 1914, ‘when some Britlsh ex-servicemen were callied to the
colnum and were acmpaniad to the ruilm station by tuglers
and snma of the Wluntam as a send-off, There was a
mns‘.l.qprahlq row over thia, but things were patched up.

I-i.'at'ar, the Parlinmantarg Party demanded and were conceded

a big aharn in the Executive of the Hat:l.onal Volunteers. When
the aplit came, a vote was taken here and a very small minority
supported Pearse and his follomm._ The disslidents established

the Ir:t’ah Volunteers, meeting in the Boyle O'Reilly Hall; they
weren t mam', so few, that a skeleton 4 company battaliun, based
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‘en the then four wards of the urben area, was all that was
poseible, Company Commenders: were Paddy Duffy, James Toal (dead)
;Tqa Berril (dead) and Sean McEntee. There was a paper strength
Pf something over 200. |
' :
| On Baster Sunday, about 80 turnmed cut, including 5 from
(;}nbler. who cycled a dozen miles to the rendezvous; Paddy
ﬁunmu;r (dead), Mick Ferguson, Seamus O'Hanlon, Armament was |
alhmt 6 Lea Enfigld l.p., a single-slot Mamnlicher rifle, a
llimer rifle, an R.I1.C. carbine, about a dozen shotguns, a few
(barmless) 32 sutomatics and half a dozen revolvers. At Ardee
ﬁ'_:ila ameament was increased by a furthor helf-dozen Lee Enfields;
ini'nunition for all arfms was mighty scarce. A Citizen Ammy man
ha!i_dl been sent down to command the party. This force marched to
8lane end sbout midnight, having learned of the countermending
order, began the march back. MoEntee cycled to Dublin. Onm the
n!r, news of the Rising was received and motors goitng to Laytown
Races wers held up to..convey what remained together of the force,
Cﬁaiw Bad fallen out rootaom) to Tara, whioch was never reached.
At’ ﬂastlabulnnghm, unrnrtumtola, an R.I.C. mnn was fatally
a:l:-.et, by pure accident,

£
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.The msenior orﬁuer called together all who were milabla

on tha Tuesday of Baster Week, and it was amngad to get a motor
m;a and get as many men to Dublin as possible; petrol wes
Brought, the boat pecured and e midnight assignation for
Wedhesday made; only two turned up and the mawal expedition
sbandoned. Following day British troops patrolled the quay
froﬂt' area.

_ t ﬁth:l.n a fortnight, moat of the members of the Slane
_ a:paﬂitionary force were prisonera, sent to Richmond Bamclm
ﬂm, then to various 1&115 in England; finally, to Frongonh,
whcra eleven were held till the final release on Christmas BEve
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