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35 CLANBRASSIL ST., DUNDALK, AT REQUEST OF -
MR. JOAN McCOY. (AUGUST 1948). _ -

. BINN FEIN - This organisation wase establislied in Dundalk about
' 1907. The prime mover was Mr. Patrick Hughes of Park St. Dundalk,
?é rate collactor amplnyed‘by the Louth Co. Gﬁqncil._ The membership
;ﬁaa small and the organisation hed 1little influence on public
'afrhira. From 1909 until about 1918 local interest was elmost
munupoliaad by-Parliamantarw agitation, due in large measure to the
ir;valry between Mr. T.M. Healy, member of Parliasment for North
ILputh, end the Irish Party. This militated against prugresﬁ by
loesl Sinm Fein Club, which was kept alive mainly by the exertions
Lof.ur. Patrick Hughes, who, it was generally believed, was the only
;cpntrihutor to its finances. It organised concerts ("Manchester:
Martyrs" principally) which were fairly well patronised. Did not
phyn.jiffact much interest in language movement. In 1907 a question was
aakuﬂ in British Commons as to whether Mr. Patrick Hughes, a ratﬂ
colla¢tnr, had torn down the royal ensign on an excursion Etaamer
from Dundalk to Kingstown (a8 4t then was)e In 1910 members of
Sinn. Fein demonstrated against the proclamation of George V' as King
at'tha Market 8quare, where.a large party of miXitary, police and
ci#iliana had assembled. The demonstrators, numbering about a dozer
ren up an Irish flag in oypasition to the Union Jack end sang "God
Bava Irelend" in opposition to "God save the King" by the official
and loyalist party. Sinn Fein met in its later years in the hall
of the John Boyle O'Reilly Division of the A.0.H. (Irish-American
Ail;anca} in Clanbrassil St.; wvhere it met in its earlier years, I
do not kriows Meetinge were, however, irregular. Bhort reports
wers supplied to locel Press by Mz Hughaa:frum time to time (sa;
"Dundalk Democrat" from 1907 onwards). Members in aarly Years
ineluded - Joaaph ‘Berrill, R. Jemeson, ... Kiernan and Miss M.
© McDermott, from Dublin St. area.

+ In 1913, Major McBride lectured under the suspices of S.F, in
the Town Hall, Mr, Paddy Hughes presiding. Griffith's paper,
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© . "Sinm Fein" hed considersble effect on public opinion locally
. during the early period of the world war, but the local Sinn Feim
Cumann: was swallowed up by th]& Volunteer movemant and derived no

-advantage as an organisation from the change of opinion.

.\ In Jamuary 1914, a circular was issued by Joseph M. Johnson,
« . Patke Hughes: and Josepix Ward inviting local societies toﬂ send
f delagates to a meeting to amidqr'tha formation of a Volunteer
Quﬁ' Corpa. Joeeph H, J’nhnao;;\ggan a8 well-known public man, resided
~in Clanbrassil 8t. where he carried on bueiness as & publican,
. He hed been imprisoned in Land League ﬂauya; had the raputatin;n of
- 1baing the most :-aéaurceful member of local public boards; ~
~possessed much ability. Patrick Hughes, second signatory, wes
' 'rate collector referred to in "Sinn Fein" (above)., Joseph Ward

'resided in Chapel Lane and had charge of Messrs. Williamson's

TN A

.Timber Department. He was prominent in the G.A.A. and a member
0f the Leinster Council. 8Secretary to Athletic Grounds Coy.

o In February 1914, a meeting of delegates of socleties was
held im, I think, St. Leonard's Gaelic League Rooms, next Free
. Library. Representatives were present from A.O0.H. (Board of Erin
. A,0,H, (7.B. 0'Reilly, I.A. Alliance), Young Ireland Society
: {who had, then a hall in Clanbrassil St.), Sinn Fein, Bmmet Band
(wﬂ:ich hed been kept alive mainly by the efforts of Mr. Patrick
: Hughsa), Hearts of Oriel (who had rooms in Bridge St. near the
.Bis Bridge), Catholic Young Men's Society, John Dillon G.A.
‘:E;anthnll Olub: and National Movements Committes. Gaelic League
'aent apologies for non-attendance of delegates due to another
rumtiam. Hr. M. Comerford, Town Clerk, presided. He was a
membar of a well-known local family, prominent in old-time
-_pu‘hliu movements; & supporter of the Parliamentary Party. The
i::nelati'ng spproved of the proposed establishment of a Volunteer
{_ﬁnrps and appointed a sub-committee to arrange for a public
1;13_@133 to be addressed by Mr. P.H. Pearse and Dr. M. Davitt.

H.Q. were unable to send those speakers and suggested others.
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The Committee decided to wait until their choice would be

: avallable and meantime to open recruiting. When a public
meeting wes held in June, large mumbers had been enrolled. The
meeting wea addressed by Eamon Ceannt, Denis McCullough, Berd.
Hamill, J.P., Dundelk, T.F. McGshon, J.P. Dundalk (Bditor-
Manager “Dmcmt"}; Patrick G'Gm;nell, Earl 8t. (of the Y.I.

—EE T - -k

Bociety) and Rev. P. Lyons, Adm., later Bishop of Kilmore,
. | Mr. Lawrence Curtis (Lebourers' Society) presided, and Mr. Patk.
l . Hughes mstad as hon. secretary.

LI

e The members of the Corps drilled in the Athletic Grounds.

f"w-" Wn, McGrory, & fmm:ttmjor in the British Army, was
in charge. Menbera were drawn from all local nrgﬁniaatinnn and
' ° must have mmbered & couple of thousand. Control was exercised
. . by a committee whose members did not necessarily hold rank in
L ‘the Volunteers. On the other hand, officers were not necessarilr
members: of the Umﬁnittaq. Forget how committee was elected,
© ' I was a member of it but not an officer. At Castlebellingham
. Feis 1914, there was a big volunteer display (pictures
' published in "Irish Independent” 11} Jﬁna or July of that year).
| Dundalk Corps wae inspected by Col. 1, Moore and Capt. Whyte
, same year (1914). - -1

On the cutbreak of war in 1914 the local Artillery
'Bamﬁm were seen off to the front by Volunteer Buglers and &
- large crowd of local people. The Volunteer participation
~caused internal disagreement. A public parade had to be

P i

' cancelled owing to a sharp confliot of view regarding the
;ranrniting policy adopted by the Irish Party. A meeting of the
"local committee was called ai which exception was taken to the
‘Redmondite war policy. The majority of the members of the
cun:nittaa approved the Redmondite view and the m:‘l.nnrity

L raﬂignaﬂ' (A short report of this meeting was :rubl:l.nhud 11:.

._. YDundalk Exeminer" which see). The national Volunteers
virtuslly ceased existemce with this meeting. Many of them

! ;a,.‘mmﬁ
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Julned the British forces in respomse to the recruiting appeal
aﬁﬂ ﬁﬁapa were no further drill meetings or parades. The great
bulk of local opimion favoured the Redmondite attitude and the
dlesentients were an insignificant proportion of the local

population.

In October, a meeting was privately convened by Mr. Patk.

Hughes for the purpose of establishing a Volunteer Corps under

the Provisional Committee, which had broken with the Redmondite
Bectiunu The ‘meeting was held in the boardroom of the Town Hall,
Onlr gfmall number of fonmer members attended, due to disappoint-
ment over the "split". An attack was made on the meeting by
membere of the A.0.H. (Board of Erin) who had been associated
with the National Velunteers and there was a fierce mel@é, in

the course of which,it was alleged, & revolver waa pulled (I was

. not present and had account at secondhand), It was decided to

- form & locel corps of Irish Volunteers. Drills toak pléca im

' the hall. of the A.0.H. (J.B. 0'Reilly Division) in Clanbrassil

- Bt. Numbers wefa small at firet but gbedually increased. The
' . 8ipn Fein papers ("Nationality" and 'others:)) had considerable

effect on public opinion as time passed. In the first public

- 'psrade of the new corps,about 100 volunteers tock part, but,

marching in file, the mumbers seemed larger and were exaggersted

'by the public, to the adventage of the corps. Organisation was

on the same lines as those of National Volunteers., Drills wafe

, regularly held but there was little instruction in firearms. In

" fact, .there were few firearms. A few revolvers made theipr

" appaaranae earlr in 1916, but there wes a lack of competent

7 instructnra and one serious accident took place ahnrtly before

Kanter 1916, in the hall, when a revolver went off and bullat

;ndgea; in the hand of a volunteer (Joseph Duffy) who had his hand
"at the time in his trousers pocket. The bullet was exiracted by
]

‘Dr. Clarke, Dunmdalk, and the affair kept quiet but the injured

-volunteer was incepacitated for a considersble time. 8o far as

I know, there was no rifle instruction (owing to police auparw
viaion, 1t would have besen difficult to provide it).

o : ﬂﬂhhutuuﬂ“&ywﬂ
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A short tima prior to Baster 1916, a Dublin man, Donal
© Hennd gan, cama.dnwnﬁanﬂ gave instiruction in the more "businesslike'
' aspecte of volunteering. There was, however, a dearth of arms,
A few old rifles: and a small nmumber of revolvers would have

constituted the equipment of the corps.

» - BABTER, 1516.

[
1

There were mo local rumours of a Rising. The majority of -
'volunteerag I think, regarded the mu?émant as 1ﬁ the nature of a
threat, after the manmer of the volunteers of '82. They would
have resisted atﬁacklnr attempte to conscript them, but did not
Icontamplata aggressive action. The firat I heard nf contemplated
‘Rising was ebout 5 or 6 days before Easter, when Paddy Hughes told
'me on the street. He sald the direction was to march to Ashbourne

and Join forces with some other body there. He produced no

. :document. I was a member of the Committee and had chargé of a
. ‘section, but I don't know if he told all the members of the

- Committee. The general body wes not told the purpose of the
? Eastar Sunday parade and my 1myraﬂaiun is that Paddy Hughes:

nunfineﬂ his confidence to a fews I told a couple of friends

; of the project and three of us decided to go to Dublin for the

i Sundey activities rather than to Go. Meaths *I sent word to Paddy
Hughaa;anﬂwwant to Dublin by aftarnnun train on Baturday before

1 Eastar SBunday. Stayed at Gonaruhy's Hotel, Rutland Squere (now

. Parnell 8q.) The late Owen McGeough waé to join me on Sunday
Emnrning, but he changed his mind meantime and joined local
Qconﬁingamt. The third member of the party did not turn upe Went
;ﬁo vnluntear'ﬂfficaa in either Dawson 8t. or Kildare Et; area om
:ﬁaatar Sunday morning, but they were closed and mo sign af 1life
"aﬁput them. Met Joe Ward (signatory to circﬁlar previously
‘referred to0) in 0'Connell Bt. Ha,iavidantly, knew nothing of
.preaﬁetadikiaing and told me he was up in connection with G.A.A.
:(ﬁongrbss, I think). Got "Sunday Independent" and saw anmounce-
@ént of cancellation of mobilisation. Visited Terence O'Hanlom
and family et 14 Royse Road, Phibsboro (who had hesrd no rumours
e;tﬁar) and returned home by evening train.

| - fuowei DTS



Easter Monday was not then observed as a holiday in Dundaik
and a mumber of the Dundalk contingent of Volunteers who hed moved

. . towards Co. Meath on Easter Sunday morning had to return on Sunday

'night or Honday morning to be in time for work. .These were in

town on Easter Monday, as well as a few others who, for one reasom

" or another, had not left the previous day. There were rumours on

'iHonday afternoen that uyaraiions had openéd up 1; Dublin. These,

- I think, came from Post Offices. I unmderstand that a dispatch was

: brought by a member of Cumenn na mBan from Padraic Pearse or some-
1 ﬁnﬁy on his behalf for Paddy Hughes, but I did not see it, nor do
" I know 1f 1t was delivered to himzaubaequentl&. The first éign of
. 8ctivity here wae the arming of the R.A.M.C. stationed in the town.
' They were given rifles and drawn up outaiﬁe.the police barracks im
iAnn\Bt. At that time it was reported tha# the local contingent of
- volunteers was at Castlebellingham and thét the road ewards was
fh@nckad by military and police. (The repdrt wes not, correct, in
“fact). A meeting of the Volunteers knnwn to ba availasble in the
:town was summoned for the "Examiner" Office. A.numher attended -

about eight or ten, so far as I remember. It was thought to be

impossible to join the main body, owing to report that road was
held by British forces,and I was deputed to get in touch with

' qurickmacrnss with a view to getting local corps to attack police

harrackﬂ in the vicinity, assurlng them that we would join them.
Thia operation was 1ntanﬂed to divert the energies of the R.I.C.
and lessen their affactivenass. I sent a note with Miss Delrdre
Hathawa,“ﬂzaminar“ Office, to a waiter in 0'Neill's Hotel, Garedck-
m#érosa; who, I knew, was assocliated with the Volunteers, asking

him if he could get the local corps to take the action suggested,

.ih.which évent our psrty would join them. I have forgotten the

w%iter'a name, but he was, I think, a Tipperasry man. He sent no
written reply but turned up that night at “E;#minﬂr" Office and
ﬁdlﬂ me that there was no hope of action in Carrick, but that he
was himself ready to teke part in any adventure we arranged. I
told him that our numbers and equipment would be too small for

independent action. A further meoting was held on Tuesday in some
L P S
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place to consider aslternative ma;héda of assisiing in the
conflicte Bomebody reported that a man in Hill 8t., uhd owned &
motor hﬁat, was willing to take our party by sea to Annagasson,
whence we comld either join Dundalk contingent, if still in the
area, or proceed to Dublin. (The information still was that the

C
- road was effectively held by opposing forces). Framk Negy,

who was one of those attending ths meetings (he hed returmed om
Monday) was entBueisstic sbout this project, deacribing it as the
"firet nawval eﬁp&&itinn of the Irish Republic®. It was arrasnged
that the party would meet at the Quays at 1l 0'glock that might
to set out. The details were left to me. I called on theiboat—
man sbout 9 o'clock to make sure of the arrangements, but he told
me that he had changed his mind and was not willing to hazerd the
voyage. I sent word to those concermed, calling off the meeting
at the Quays at 11 o'clock. This was the last effort made by

the section of volunteers at home to "join in".

The adventures of the main body of Dundalk Volunteers can

"best be marrated by some of those present. I have no personal

- knnwiadga of them. Reliable accounts could be obtained from
c
fw'» Frank Nepy, Tom Hemill or Dick Dowd. ~

(I have forgotten the name of the hnatman above referred to,

Thut 1t ie not a matter of any 1mPnrtan¢a. The name of the
'icarriekmaaroaa waiter could be easily ascertained there. He was

"well known and may be there still).

¥

Telegraphic communication between headgquarters in Dublin and

- ReIsCs in town wes somehow maintained &uring part, at least, of

‘Baster Week. Some of the messages for local puiica, however,
;navar reached tham. A clerk in the local P.0., who was
associatad with Volunteer movement, told me at the time that he
had destroyed some of the communications. He did not say what
they contsined., Name of clerk - Patrick Hughes (no relation of
#ha other Patrick Hughes). His action was never dﬂtactéd and he

continued to aerva_in.the P.0O.

i
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Cumann na mBan was organised some time around 1915 in
: Dundelk. The principal orgeniser was Miss Angela Mathews
| {Ainglin.ﬂi Mhatha); other members included Miss Gogarty, Miss
Mary McHugh, Miss: M. Mendeville.

Fianna Eireanm was not organised locally prior io 19216, -
Was epproached some years subsequently by Phil Hearty (Garrﬁil &
.Gu.) to teach Irisﬁttﬂ a class of Fiannﬁ in Gaelic League Hall,
which I did for a periods, Best suthority on founding of Fianna
and their activities - Phll Heartiy.

Citizen Army was not represented in Dundalk.

I.R.B. = Don't know much of the activities of this
organisetion. One of the principal members was Thomas Hearty,
"Bridge St. who kept @ daipy and small shop and also & posting

' establishment. He "swore in" members on his own premises. Don't
know where members met but suspect that it was on or sbout the
fﬂ premises of Mr. Pat Walsh of Bridge S8t. and Church Bt.%ﬂalah ’
. did not figqrﬂ in.gny.df the public movements and, if any
Illappruanh were made for information, it would require tact. I
think that Patrick Hughes and, possihly,'ioa Ward were members of
this organisatioms I have, however, mo definite Enovwledge save

! a8 to T. Hearty.

SUPPLEVENTARY ITRNS.
| Information will be férthcaming from others on the "I.R.A.
l Period", A few items are jotted down of which i had special
i bppnrtunitias for knowledge.

"Dundelk Examiner" newspaper was suppressed because of
, publication of Dail Loan Advertisement. I waa'aditor-m&nagé¥ of
" the paper at the time and, before publishing, I warned the
;proprietrix, Mrs. apmie Mathews, of the probablg consequences.

8he agreed to take the risk,

There was difficulty in getting suspension removed,although

Aderc ““Ja*éH;ﬂ‘
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other papers similarly suspended had resumed publication, Mr.T.M.
Healy and other influentisl people interested themselves without

" effect. After che of these efforts, the D.I. waited on Mre.

Maethews with a form for signature which provided, amongst other
things, that I should not be employed as editor. lrs. Mathews
refusaﬂlto give the undertaking and the suspension continued, Mr.
Joe Dolan, Ardee, who was not associated with 8inn Fein, though sn
advocate of independence, had been endeavouring to have ban on
paper removed. He agreed, with me, to 'pui-chaae the paper
(nominally) and to give the Castle all tje guarantees they require
He issued a cheque to Mrs, Mathews for £2,000 which was duly
cashed. The cash wae then taken to him by hend by Mrs. Methews'

" ‘deughter. The next step was to secure an editor. I waited on

"Sceilg", T.D. for Louth, to ascertain if he would allow his name
to be used. He declined, perhaps because he feared fhat
sentiments would be expressed which he could not approve. I wrote

- to T. O'Hanlon, 14 Royse Rd. Phibsboro (whosd name was known to

I.R.A. people) asking his consent to nominating him as editor. He

. sent a postcard agreeing. Accordingly, Mr. Dolan sent a leitter to

. the Castle acquainting them with his purchase of the paper and

¥

informing them that Mr. O'Hanlon would act as editor. The ban
was then removed. I contimued t0 act as edltor-manager with a

- certain amount of secrecy until the Cmetle was toe busily occupied

P

to give attention to these small things.

.. The smesh~up of the plant of the paper in 1921 was, I was
;told, due to the publicity given to the murder of the Watters .
‘brothers and the sbsence of publicity to somebody on the other
‘8ide who met his death earlier the same night, of which we had

. not heard at the time. Bean Gormley had warned me before then
that he bad information from R.I.C. sources that Peter Hughes
(brother of Paddy Hughes), a shopkeeper named Dt-:;igan in

Hri.dge 8te and I waré to be "done in" in the event of eny
"accident " happening to Black end Tan forces, The information of
i;ha'BritiBh forces as to the men who really counted locally wes

defective. ol
Padwr 1and b
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P2 / A Head cwtahle of the R.I.0, in Tundalk about 1921 told
me in Dublin sbout 1933 that their information as to a projected
m from Carolan's premises in Barl 8t., where some ammund tion
had Been lodged, was dari‘ra:} from a woman who used coms in
casually to clean the harraﬁka and who used talk at random sbout
' everything sn® everybodys If the ambush had come off, he said,
they would have used enough explosives to blow up the street. He
told me, too, that he often gave a prisoner a "cuff" when putting
-+ him into cells to prevent worse befalling him from Auxilisries
and Black and Tens. His reputation was not bad, but a few of his
i R.I.C. associates were in rivalry with the Auxiliaries up to the
end. Others behaved very fairly and still others helpfully.

—

Amongst the latter,was Constable Brennan, Dmnnm, who was shot in
Dundelk. In raids and in barracks, the British military were, as
& rule, well-behaved. The "Tommiee" treated prisoners as well as
the regulations permitted. In una of thelr "shoots-up" of Ardee,
. | Auxiliaries from Gormanstown Camp took out a young Irish teacher
named Carroll and shot him on the strest. As he lay dying and -
+ while the Auxiliaries were still firing off their gums, Joe Dolan
, @nd his brother (Fr. Dolan) rushed to the aid of Carroll. Father
?w? » Dolan gave him absolution nnd -‘.roe;('ada his imaitipn an aaaj as
- possible. Neither was associated with Sinn Fein. Joe had
l aupported the Pnrliamanﬁlaw movement. My association with Hdim
‘was in the language movement.
'i-rnm:n PERIOD ~ I was shown & documentd towards the end of the
Truca poriod which purpurtnd to be instmctiona to local garrison
:as to how they were to act in the event of breakdown of
inagntiations. 1Tha document was brought to me by Owen Dullaghan,
employed in Dundalk Club (Jocelyn St.) as, I think, a Billiardg
marker. He stated it haed been found in the Gluh and he bBelieved
:l:t' hed been left behimd in error by one of the military officers
who frequented the Club. The document was typewritten, 80 far

2
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. as I.now recollect; it warned the garrison to be ready
to move in event of breakdown of negotiations and the
gemeral plan was to round up all men of military age
and intern them in camps. The document seemed to 'B;ﬂ
germuine. I advised that it be passed to I.R.A. for .E;
transmiseion to Dublin. | |

Signed: /DWJMJ ah&qs

Date: \g; éE!' ;Et 4y

Witness:

' fe?’/ w /- _ . _
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