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1. wag & mﬂmhar_uf the Freedom Club when I joined the Volunteers
in Belfast. I wes present at the formation of the Volunteers.
Denis MecCullagh was the man mainly responsible for starting the
Voluntesrs. 1 was blecteé on the Committee that was set up to -

control the Volunteer orgenisation.

Winen I joined the Volunteers I was a National Teacher. This
fact made it éesirahlﬂ that I should be careful not to.attract
unnecessary attention by teking ﬁart in public Volunteer activities.

At the time of the split in the Volunteers in Belfast &
meeting wes held in St. Mary's Hall, I think that the purpose of
the meatiﬁg was an effort by the supporters of the Irish Parliesment-
ary Party to get the Belfast Volunteers to endorse the policy of
Mr. John Redmond, M.P. as outlined by him a short time previcusly
at a speech at Woodenbridge, Co. Wicklow. At the split sbout 80% of
the Belfast Volunteers were supporters of the Irish Parliémentaryl

Party. The Hall was packed to its full capacity for the meeting.

Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P. started to make a speech end after he
had bsen speaking for a few minutes a voice from the bﬁdr of the
Hall shouted to Denis McCullough - who had a seat on the ﬁlgtfnrm .

‘from which Mr. Devlin was speaking - "Come out of that, Denis, that
men ie only twisting”. Mr. Devlin immediately stopped talking. He
seemed nervoué as & result of the interruption. Uproar broke out
emonget the crowd in the Hall. Mr. McCullough and some of his
followers lefit the meeting and aﬂjoufheﬁ.tn the minor Hall adjoining
the main Hall and I went with them. Amongst othere at this
unrehearsed adjourmment to the Minor Hall were Denis McCullough,
Cathal 0'Shannon, Herbert Munre Pim, and, posaibly, Joe Gonnﬂlly.
If Joe Connolly was there I dnn t remember him speaking. Cathal
0'Shennon spoke and, in fact, every person present seemed to be
speaking. This impromptu maﬂting'dgpided unamimously to start the

Irish Volunteers as distinct from any organisetion including
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supporters of the Irish Parliamentary Party. After this meeting
we took offices, I think, in & house where Archie anﬁ 8am Heron
lived in Divis 8t. It was from this office that the work of
organising the Irish Ebiuntears_anﬂ their republican sympathisers

was carried out.

After the split I suggested the printing of handbills
containing historical matter that would be useful fﬁr prupaganﬁa
pﬁrpnaea and have them distributed in Belfast. Those leaflets
ware printéd.in Dublin andtwere smuggled into Belfast as educstion-
al matter. The leaflets were designed to induce some of the peopls
we loet at the split and other potentiasl recrults to teke an actiwve

intefest in our work.

On one occasion the police were present when the leaflets
were being distributed. They did not intarfére with the -
distribution. I was. taking an active part in this distribution
on this occasion. Some time after this incident one of the
Commissioners of the Nationsl Board of Education came to me and
informed me that I had been reported on.té the Commissioners. He
told me that the Commissioners had examined a copy of the leaflet
and as it did not speaif& for what-ﬁartieular brand of Volunteers
support was soclicited the Commissioners were not taking any action

against me. A

In August 1915, at the time of the 0'Donovan Rossa funersl
in Dublin, it was decided that the Irish Volunteers and their
Republican supporters in Balfqat ehnulé attend the funersl. I
think that Denis MeCullough and some others of the leading Belfast
Republicans must have been in prison at the time as I had to tske
over the organisation of the journey of the Belfast cnntingant to
Dublin. The orgaenisation of a large party from Belfast to the

. ¥ .
funeral was looked on ss good propagenda,. TWhen the idea was first

mooted it looked as if the project-was likely to be disappointing.

However, it turned out s huge success as & very large party

travelled. ﬁf)?iff
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It was at the O}Donovan Rossa. funeral that I was first

approached to Jjoin the I.R.EB. €athal 0'S8Shammon introduced me to a

Dublin msn nsmed Stritch. EFowas-felirvet-irotime—toir—doboos

I was sworn in as & member.' I don't know much sbout the I.R.B. I
wes merely a member of the organisation and it did not appear to’

have much usefulness from my point of view.

About the ?nﬂ of 1915 or early in 1916 James Connolly came to
Willowbank (Huts) to lecture the Irish Volunteers on street fighting
I remember I was in charge that evening and it was my duty to
.introduce Mr. Connolly. When I was ﬂoiﬁg 80 I expressed the opinion
thet we in Belfast had little to learn about the subject of the
‘lecture., Mr. Connolly ramarﬁsd that he was not proposing to lecture
on the te&hnique of stone throwing. I mention tuis incident as I
beliévs that the main purpose of the lecture was to impress on the
Belfast Volunteers ihe imminence of an afmad'riaing taking place.

I know theat it looked so to me at the time.

Newring Easter Week 1916, I felt like, I suppose, all other
volunteera that something serious was afoot. Denise Meﬂulioﬁgh weE
in charge in Belfast and he was apparenily in close touch with some
headquarters. He did not give us any information ess to the plans.

T had no information as to the purpose of our jburhay to Co. Tyrone,:
on Good Friday 1916.. We got orders to mohiliﬁalun Holy Saturdey and
and be prepared to take part in manoeuvres in Co. Tyrone over the
weekend. On Holy Saturday I and a number of others took the train
in Belfast for Pungannon and from thara‘?rncaedad to Coalisland. We
made ourselves comforitable in Coalisland on Saturday night in a big
barn or ocouthouse. We seemed to be waitiﬁg for some orders or some
person to turn up and explein what we were to do. I didn't see

. Denis Mccuilough there. I donf% even remember going to Mass on ,

Easter Sunday morning. I don't remenber any Tyrone Voluntears

- -
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Joining ue on Sunday morning. There were rumours golng around on
Sunday morﬁing fairly early that the Rising was being caliaq.nff'hm
Eoin MacNelll. We must have known at the time that we were
mobilised for a rising. Looking hack on the matter I now feel that
we must have known from we. got our mnhiliaatini_crﬂara on Good
Friday that a riainé was planned in Co. T#rune'and on Sunday morning

in Coslisland there was no doubt in.one's mind that a rising was
eabout to teke place as part of a gemeral plan. When the rumours
concerning the calling off the rising became persistent I think we
all felt that our proper course was to return to Belfast., I don't
remembsr any meeting being held to decide that we should return. I
don't remenber seeing Denis McCullough in Coalisland. If there wae
a meeting called I was sufficiently important to be asked to it,

If a meeting was held it wes an informal one, haiﬂ perhaps on the

roadside, and if I was present I cannot remember it.

We marehed from Coalisland. to Cookstown. We took & train in
Cookatown for Belfast. I can't remember if we left the train at

some of the small stations near Belfast or not.

I remember seeing Denis McCullough with his hand bandaged where
he had accidentelly shot himself whilst cleaning his revolver. I

can't remember if is was on Sunday or some days later I saw him,

I was arrested early in lkiay 1916. I was teken to Crumlin Road
Prison, Belfast, then to Richmond Bks. Dublin, and later sent across
to Frongoch Camp in Wales. I -was in Frongoch Cemp up to Emas 1916.

when I was released.
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