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“ %. + 1 am now 75 years of age. Iljcinﬂﬂ the Gaellc League shortly
a?ﬁer ite organisation in Dundalk about 1898. When the Gaelic
L?agua first started it did not interest itaﬂlf in any way in
mét%&ra outside the stuﬂy.uf the language and lectures on Irish

hiatﬂry and the works of Irish poets and scholars.

1

f Abour 1904 I joinmed the S8inn Fein orgenisation at 1ts inception
}yén Durd d1k, Amongst 1ts early maﬂgara in Dundelk were Paddy Hughaa,
Ef Park 8t.; Jamaa Coburn, Kédnoeey; and Thomae Hearty. Paddy Hughes -
wa%, even than, locked upon as the leader in Dundalk in everything
th%t'tanﬂaﬂ towards the cnmpléta independence of ihia country from
uuf?;de influences. Thomas Haarty_waa a mucﬁ older man;whosa-hank—
grn?nﬂ in his youth conmected with older men of the Fenian days from
ﬁhuﬁ he became assoclated with the Irish Republican anéharhonﬂ.
Itbéliema that his connection with the I.R.B. influenced him in
auppurting the Gaelic Laaguﬂ a8 a movement that could be used to
Bpreaﬂ republican ideas amnngat peupla who took an 1nterﬂst in the .

-

language revival, especially the youth.

%I_was never a msﬂber of the I.R.B. I was asked to join the
orgaﬁiﬁatian which I refused on consclentious grounds. My father
had ﬁaan.a member of the I.R. B. in London where he wnrkad'fur a time
and whan I was offarad ampluymant in Dundalk he warned me againat
jﬂining up with ‘any secret socleties.

Paddr Hughes was President of Sinn Fein in Dundalk district.
|
He waa aleo from the start a member of the Ehtionul Executive of
B8inn Fain. About 1906 we had about 200 members anrolled 1n 8inn

Fain.in Dundalk snd surrounding districte.

Apout the time Sinn Fein wes started fn Dundalk bhe Orangemen
| of ﬁewfy'and district ususlly held 12th July celebretions in.Hhﬁrw

. ' and tha residents of the districts around Kilkesl in Go. Down had
been in the hebit of marching past the village of Rostrevor by thﬂ
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;Bhura Ruad, thereby bypassing most of the village. In 1903 or 04
.the Orangemen decided to march through the village. This departure
Euf the Orange pmcaa&ioniﬂta from the usual route alarmed the
'Gnthnl:l.n population of Ruatrwnr, as thay feared that the Catholic
Ghurch and Convent would ha in danger of danecratinn if the Orange-
man were allowed through the village. The cathnlic population of
Runtravnr marie an organised effort to ﬂirﬂct public attention to
tha danger to Cetholic institutions 1n Rostrevor and anknd for hel;
#rum outside districte to protect local Catholic property. Ag a
éﬁﬁnlt of this appeal a meeting wae held in the Town Hall,Dundelk
u?ﬂ,ar the chéirmenship of John Connick, Chairman of the Harbour
ﬂéﬁmieainnaraa Some men from Rostrevor attended. the meeting and
e:"in-.p;a:lmd the position and the danger of the Orange threat. At
tﬁip meeting Paddy Hughes tock the initiative of proposing to send
a Iihqdy of men from Dundalk to l"mlp in preventing tha. Orangemer:.
dabnrting from the Bhore Road Rnuté.and passing through the village
m'a meeting decided to send support to the Catholice of Rostrevor.
Tha Dunﬂslk and Newry Bteampacket boat, the Rarl of Erme, on
arri?al in Dundalk on Sunday morning, waes boarded by 700 to 800 mer
mnaylr armed - some with revolvers, others with hurley sticks and
1nr%éua other weapons. I travelled on the boat and we sailed to
Hhr%anpuint vithout any opposition. At Warrenpoint we disembarked
wndamgruhad to Rostrevor and tock up defensive positions there.
Atté&-wu were in pnaitinn.ror some time a conference was held at
Ihich +Gam Lynch and Fr. Hﬂalﬂlrn, C.C. of Ruatravor, and the
ufficars in charge of the military and police forces negotiated.
The qf?icars in charge of the military and police guaranteed that
tha_éxﬁnga parade would be compelled to traéﬂl by ¥ha Shore Road
route), | Both Cenon Lynch and Pr. McGivern tharked the Dumdslk men
for tﬁé support glven the prople of Rostrevor and asked the Dundelk
men ta return home gquietly. We returned home an Monday - the dey

~ the nrunge demonstration was hald. Paddy Hughes took a~vory

pmominﬂnt part in orfanising the expedition and acked as the leader

of the'men who travelled by boat.

Wooe
no
n "
!
Lo
H
“

1E. :



. o
sy ) -

There were two parliementary elections held in Louth in 1910 -

!
;iona in January and the other in December, Tim Heely was a candidat:
%lﬂ. both elections. Healy won the first election and was defeated
'ﬁ;.r Richard Hazleton in the mecond election. Paddy Hughes: ordered
Lth'a' 8inn Fein orgenisation to abstain from participating in the
élﬂtim ag a boycott: of the British parliamentary system in

;
Il‘_ﬂlﬂnﬂo

‘ ihm:h.uax 1910, Edward VII was proclaimed King of England.
Aaﬂmtmtinn wes held in Dundelk at which I personally was not
p:éapant, 'haing out of town at work at the time, All the prominent
uitizm of Dundalk, including the Sheriff and Grand Jury, the
militarr forces in town and tha officers and constables of the Roya’
Iriah Constabulary attended opposite the Courthouse at the Market
Bqna,re and a prnnlmtim was read proclaiming Edward VII Emperor
nn:i King of Ireland amongst other places. Paddy Hughes: and a small.

'mm‘ufhgr of followers made a public protest and hoisted a green flag
ﬂt}: L_harp on the '98 memorial which -oceuplied a prominent position
at 'thu Market Bquere. There is a photograph of this scene still in
axiilat'mar. There are a few persons atill alive who took part with
Padd;y Hughes in this.

Ej.t thie period in North Louth the mumber of people interested
in R‘ilapubl:loan ideals were few. Tim Healy and the Irish Parliament-
ary Party 8 candidates were using North Louth as a cockpit to fight
out thair pnlitinal ﬂiﬂ'ﬁmmoa and the overwhelming majority of
the qropla tock one or the other side. Politicsal faalings ran high
and tha 8inn Fein element were not able to make much headway. This
a.tatai- 61‘ affaire existed up to about the end of 1913.

]

man 8ir Edward Carson started to organise the Ulntsr Voluntee:x
in tha Hurth. Netlonalistse: of every shade of opinion bagan to
ranl:l.na that a aarim menace: to the Nationalist position had coms
into 'being and tha quaﬂtim of organising the Nationaliste into a
Tbltmt?ar- force was mooted. In the Spring of 1914 Paddy Hughes and
Joe Ward sent out circulars to a number of prominent peopls in
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Dm:dalk ualling a meeting for the purpose of starting the Volunteer:
:I.n Dundalk., I was not at this meeting and I don't now remember the
axaﬂt date on which it was held. I, however, joined the Volunteers
aftar they were formed - immediately after the sbove meeting. The
:ll;j.;-ut drill I attended at the Rink in the Athletic Grounds, there:
w}ara sbout 60 men on parade. Very few memhers of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians (A.0.H.) joined at the etart. Amongst the orgenise-
tiom who came into the organisation at the start were 8inn Fein,
Gﬂ:ﬂuc League, Ancient Order of Hibernians - Americen Alliance

a:{di the Irish National Foresters. The principal activities at the
.atart were recruiting, drilling and treining.From the start Paday
Hu'glgu was Chairmen of the Volunteers and Joe Werd was Seoretary.
: In:u'baut' 4 monthe we had aebout 460 men enrolled in the Volunteers.
Hhon our mbera ‘began to increase we divided up into compan:l.ﬂa

nnﬂ uch aumpuny had one or more members on the Committee. There
ura 4 or b ¢umpan1as in existence when the A.0.H. came im an
nrﬂnﬂ way into the Volunteers. This development took place when
,tha;vnluntnar organisation started to attract wideepread eupport all
over the country. John Redmond, leader of the Irish Parlismentary
Paﬁ:r made an effort when he decided to support the Volunteer
orgn:ﬂaatim to get his supporters into the orgenisation and to take
'contml. Previous to this hig attitude wae antagonistic - he
ltartaﬂ mgatiationa with the Volunteer Executive in Dublin ana as a
ruult got anmﬂ of his nominees on the Central E::acutiva Council.
_Bhor‘t._;lr after this hie supporters in Dundalk jJoined the Volunteers.
There, wes no effort made by the Redmondite Bection in Dundalk. to
got :I.i‘l';_rqﬁl control, although the Volunteer atranéth in Dundalk rose
to cmtlir 1,;Dﬂ0 men after the Redmondlites Jolned up.

.

LY

At the outbresk of the 1914-1018 war in August 1914 there wers
little;l’.l arma available to the Volunteers in Dundalk. We got about
50 Bulg:lun rifles, MBaﬂ' through the Volunteer orgesnisation.
There wera a good supply of shotguns end revolvers of various makes

mllﬂnted -from friendly owners or purchased artar* the outbreak of the
war. 'El:m Royal Field Artillery tn Dundalk were moved to Belfast.
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The A.0.H., element in the Volunteers mobilised and paraded as an
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escort, for the military marching from their barracks to the railway
ko
Tatat:l‘.nn. This action on the Hibernians' part caused friction at

- =

the time and the rric’eim intenaified as time passed. About the

-

anﬂ of August 1914 or early in September & split in Volunteers

J twk effect locally after Mr. Redmond's speech at Woodenbridge. At
fha time of the split Redmond's followers were a big majority in
ﬁhﬂ Volunteers and thﬁy retained possession of all the rifles
@évailable {n the local companies. The Republican element left the
'%oiuntaar organisation at the split which may appear mow as bad

. ﬁctiea at the time. We sacrificed our supply of rifles for one
th:lng and 1f we had hung on: the Redmondite elements would have

diaintagratad in a shnrt time as, after we left them, they slowly
bﬂkﬂ ‘up.-

W

 From the split up to the middle of 1915 there was no active
‘m‘:iuntear nrsaniaatfm in Dundalk,. I think it was Bulmar Holsom
m I_n:ema to Dundalk to help in the organisation of the Irish
Volunteers about mid 1916. The mumber who rejoined them was emall.
I *l;_uuld estimate about 100. We had to start from scratch all . over
nmﬁu We formed a committee which imcluded Paddy Hughes as
Gha%.mm Some of the members were:- BSean McEntee, James Toal,
+« Moare: from Kildare, Vincent Hughes from Keady, who worked in
. thaEH'pma end Colonial Stores; Felix McQuillan wes S8ecretary. We
had ?pfpant:l.cal]:y no arms. We had, however, the hope of ebtaining by
aume:; li;nana tha rifles held by the National Volunteers at the split.
b

This, hope proved unattainabls as we: never got possession of them.,

b :
";Ife made our headquarters the Boyle DiRailliy Hall, Clanbrassil
St ihbz-a we held our drill practice and meetings. We also used
Hunamld'a Yard at the Sguare for drills., We were wisited occasion-
" ally 'hy prominent Voluntear officers from Dublin - Sean McDermot t,
Sean ?‘.‘nbd.h and Major McBride. Anytime sn officer from Dublin
v.lnitéd' us he gave a lecture on a military subject. ‘I remember .
Ma jor | Ecﬂrlda lecturing on his experiences with tha Boers in the
South IAfr:I.nan War. W

P .
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During the year 1915 and early 1916 our efforis were mainly
directed to recruiting, training and collections for the purchase
Bf arms and aqu.i.pinant.

On the eve of the Rising we had wery few
:Piﬂﬂﬂ-

We had a fair supply of revolvers ef miscellaneouns

- m BT AT IR

, Beke and bore, a goed supply of shotguns, s few bayonets and a
by

, various assortment of ammunition. There was about 200 men
} L]

anmllad in tha Voluntears in the Spring of 1916.

i The Gumann na mBan were organised in Dundalk in 1§16.. They

gy = g Wz LT &

mra making bendages and firat aid equipment. Miss Angela
Huhnwa was in cherge £n Dundalk. There was also a: sluagh.of

F .

lF"i'mum Eireanr in Dundalk I think - but I am not sure - Vincent

Hughaa was in charge: t..‘:f the F"ianm-

-

About 2 Weeks before Easter Week 1916 Headquarters sent a

- 2 =

mn mamed Donal O'Hannigan to take over as Military 0/C. the

mnﬂn»lk Volunteers. He got us down to an intensive course of

tmining and tactical exercises which we: carried out each- evening

111 ,the ocpen alr. He gave lectures in the Boyle 0'Reilly Hall at

n:l.ght after the taetical work was finished.

P

: i About the end of Holy Week 1916 there was & discuselam ebout
]

what we were told was a. roule march on Easter Sunday. Both Paﬂﬁ:,r

Eusame ‘end Donal U'Hannigan etressed the importance of Easter
Btu,:ﬂaar 8 activities. They did not, in my hearing, mention the

pnéaiﬁinty of an armed rising, but I knew from the preparations

'haing made' that something serious wae. afoot. From the time

G Humd.gan arnwﬂ in Dundalk we discussad amnngat ourselvea the

trand of things and we had a pretty shrewd idea that qmttarn
wara cuming to a head. _

: Dn Holy Saturday evening we got orders to mobilise at 9 a.m.

on Easter Sunday and teke a day'e rations with us, also all arms end
emmuni tion of every daii&riptiun. Every Volunteer was expected to

have* ar haversack in readiness for.an occasion auch as this and we

were: 511 equipped as far as havaraacka want.
L 0
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On Easter Sunday we turned up at the Boyle O'Reilly Hall as
"l ord'-ar.ed. When I arrived Paddy Hughes aspproached me and ingujired
. ~1f I knew the country roads around Ardese, Collon and 8lane ares.

i'." I_I gaid I did and e ordered me to procure my cycle and to get a

| ‘gun that was in a house’3 doors from where I lived. The gun

II belonged to ?asdai- Murphy, a printer, who ‘worked in Tempest's. He
; had previouslworked in England and returned to Dundalk to evade
'cmcnptiun-. Murphy in Holy Week wae in Kimmage. Camp, Dublin,

IL and had not takan his gun wj.t.h him. I pracuréd the cycle and the
:gmr. I gmra the gun to Eddie Balley who had none. I then got
! 1nntruct:lnns to remain in the Hall for en hour after the Volunteer
‘had marched off and, 1f any measage came in the meantime, I was to
taka the meseages with me when I followed them on their mute to
"Ardae. No messages ceme. I overtook the msin hudy on the Ardee
Enad about 2 milaa from Dunﬂalk. I think there were about 100 men
tuking part in tha march towsrds Ardee, When I overtoock them
?ﬂ_dﬂy Hughaa ordered me to cycle in front’ of phe volunteers and
.i.nak. out for ﬁtrangarn and report back to him occasionally. UNo
incident occurred ‘until we arrived in the vicinity of Ardes where
*llra were halted and after a short delay a car arrived containing
fpil'ﬂnﬂahnn and others from Ardee direction. The car also
-:Emta:lna&‘ about 40 rifles - I can't be ¢ertain of the number. The
r:i[.fllaa .were dis trihutﬁd to the Dundalk men. - The rifles had been
aéizaﬂ earlier that morning by Phil Mclilshon and a few o'thersl from
j.f}ﬂae'. They were all servicesble Lee Enfield rifles fn good
ao;;nqitimh After the distribution of the riflee we marched into
Ari_iaa: and had some refreshments there. When in Ardee we were'
jofined by a mumber of men from Grangebellew in mid-Louth - Seamus

Layng, .. Reynolds, 2 Butterlys, 2 Kellys and a few others.
P
! i
| 'We resumed our march, proceeded through Collon and on to near
Slane. About & mile outside: of Slane we were halted. I was
1
ard'gisr.aa from there to cycle to the bridge across the Boyne at
. : ! o
Elai‘;‘ni to see 1f there was a man (answering a description given to

me by Paddy Hughes) at the bridge. I waited at the bridge for
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some time .end returned to the main body of Volunteers without
contacting the man. I understood the man I was sent to meet was

fl'ﬂlié Dr_oghada-
i _
Before I arrived back to the Volunteers a message hadn
baanl'{raeaivad by them from DMM containing Eoin MacNeill's
maméllliatim-. orders for the manoeuvres on Baster Burmdsy. &
‘consultation was being held amongset the officers and then Hanmigan
told any Volunteer that was amxlous to fall out to do so. About I2
men ﬂ:l:E'meﬂﬁ out ‘and returned to Dundalk and the main body again
rasumﬁd. the march towards Slane. From the time we marched out of
Dundalk we had two of the R.I.C. following us in a car. Sergeants

'Il’a;vmaali' and Connolly. Those men did mot display any aims.

Bé:fnra reaching Slare I was ageim sent to the Bridge -~ this
would ha gbout 8 p.ms I was to remain at the Bridge umtil after
9 peme. iawa:lting the axpectéfl person to turn up. Wnilst I was at
the Br:l.éi_ge the Volunteers had taken up positions eround the village
of Blan;; Their centre wes based in a bakery on the Drogheda Road
at a arcliaaraad. I remeained at the Bridge till around 9 p.m. and
cmt&ctéfﬂ'm person. I returned to Slane about 400 yarde from thﬂ_
Bridge Hif.l'cd when I arrived there Paddy Hughes, Sean McEntee and
Jemmy Tosl had a telk with mes I wes asked if I knew the road to
‘Taraes I :‘-‘told them yes.

Sm'pima later it was apparently decided that, as a result of
MacNeill's Icnuntarmand.tng order, the original objective of the
Dundalk Volunteers — marching to Tera — was being sbandondd. I was
told tﬁutshqan HeEntee and myself were to cycle to Drogheda end
contact thér I-E geMes train-for Dublin on Monday. We met the train at
Drogheda anﬂ travelled by it to Dublin. From Amiens St. Stetion
we prnueaﬂed to & house in Dorset St. by different routes. Mr.
McEntee I:naw ‘the people in the house. He wasaimittied and remsined
in the housa for some time. Whilst he was in the house I remained
on the atrqaﬁt. When Mr. McEntee cams out on the street we both
proceeded t-ni:_ Amiens 8t, ﬁtation'. I bought a ticket for Dundalk,

I
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AH;ilﬂﬂh McEntee wes remaining '.ﬁ; Dublin he told me that on my

uril_-iml in ]}unﬂnlk: I was to fﬁl]!w the route we took on Sunday
morning from Dundelk until I regained contact with the Dundalk
Volunteers and then to tell P. Hughes and Di 0'Hanndigan to continue
on back towerds Dundalk and that probsbly a message would arrive for
th&lil from Dublin, and when I rejoined the Volunteers I was to take
my d:_rﬁara from P. Hughes and D. O'Hannigan. |

.I careied out Mr. McEntee's orders on my arrival in Dundalk.
I précaauaa to Ardes, then Collon. In Collon I found that the
Voluiteers had left Gollon and were on the road leading to Dunleer.
I qycé_l.ed .along until I overtook them gbout 2 miles from Dunleer and
I delivered my message. Hughes and O'Hannigan inquired if I had
seen :;gnxthing unusual in Dublin; I said Ho, that Dublin seemed
nomall"g-l Hughes and O'Hamnigan told me to go back to Dundelk and
1nq,uﬁr$ for maiaagaa at the Boyle i;.‘l'Railly HEell. I was also told
to call at the residence of Jemmy Toal, Bachelor's Walk, and ses
it thuzilelmr.a any messegee there. I was inatructed that if mo
Lmasaagafu had arrived I was dismissed end should have a réat.. When
I nrrive:d' at the Boyle O'Reilly Hall there was & message there for
P.J. Daf?; Carrickmacross.® I took thies message to Carrickmacross,
delivered it and returned to Dundalk in the afternocen and went
home end’to bed, I didn't waken up until Tuesday morning.

Pra:'l_i Sunday morning until the afternoon of Monday I had Leen
without sleep or rest of any kind and had been cycling all of
Sundey end a good portion of Monday. I estimate I oycled about
200 miles won Sunday and Monday, mostly on byrcads as we wore
avoiding t:ha main roads. I was soaked to the skin from the heavy
rain from Eunﬂay evening. I was completely "done in" when I got
to bed.. -

When IT' got up on Tuesday the town was in a state of uproar.
Some of theiNational ?nlmtaeré; had been armed and were guarding the
railway stnéipns and the bridges. Tﬁa R.1.C. were holding ail the
roads leading from the town. The main body of the Dundalk Volunteer.

had received Padraig Pazraa's orders that the fighting was on in

¥



-
v
¥

Dublim gnd had started again in the directien of Duflin

from a place nemed Lurgangreen, 4 miles outside Dundalk. I heard om
Tuesday that the military authorities had picked up the rifles held by
the Hationﬁl.voluntaera in Dundalk. I also heard that there were mrﬁ
little rifles in tha military harrack.a when the fighting broke out in
1915. .

When I got up on Tuesday aftgmonn there was 1little possibili ty
of contacting the main body of the Dundalk Volunteers who were them on
their trm: ;j'ournsy for Dublin, and the vnluntaara: who remained in towm
could not ai:;tigmpt anything a?ring to the intense military and police
activities., They had to keep off the streets. There were no arrests
made during ]?Eastar Week in Dundelk. The following woek arrests took
places I was - arreﬂtad at my work in St. Joseph's Convent about 2.30
PeM. on 4th May 1916. A number of others had been arrested in their
homes on the same day. The R.I.C. who arrested me were decent and |
allowed me to gn home for an overcoat. I was taken to Dundalk Ja.il

and on Eaturdax a batch of us was removed to Richmond Barracks, Dublin,

sbout 60 in all.

We were Ilképt sbout 14 days in Richmond Barracks and during our
period there some of the 1916 leaders were executed. We heard ihe
fatal volleys ‘a fow times From Richmond we were removed to Wakgfia_ld
Detention Prison in England. We were served thepre with internment

orders end raniuver.l to Frongoch Camp in Walés. In my room in the Camp

were Seen McSweeney, Thomas MacCurtaim, Padraig O'Malley, Michael 8tains.
and many uther:;a._. We were taken to Wormwood Serubbs for éxmninatinn bty a
Commission who n:_i_uaxstiunad us about our part in the Rising. After being
before the Gommission we were taken hack again to Frongoch and I was

released in the late Summer of 1916.
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