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Witness

Mr. John Shields,
Lake View,
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T .
Identity yrone

Captain, Benbu#b Coy. Irish Volunteers 1916:
Member of I.R.B.

Subject
Delegaté at I.V. Convention Dublin 31/10/1915;

Preparations for and activities‘during Easter
' WL 13/l

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

Nil.
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Q tement by Jeck Sheilds, Beoburb, Co. Tyrone. '

I joined the Volunteers in 1915. After I joined I was.
selected as a: delegate to attend a Convention of t.hla Irigh
Volunteers held in the Abhaﬁ' Theatre, Dublin, on 31st October,
1916, I represented the Berburb Company at this Convention
aiui also other local Companies which did not send on a delegate
of their own. Patrick Quinn, Clogher, travelled with me.
Hﬂ.repraaentﬂd Glommr Company. An American named :-Mnﬂory,
residing then in Cerrickmiore area, also attended thi:la
Convention and carried a despatch to Dublin to Tom Clarke from
Dr, Patrick McCarian. o

In 1915 the Volunteers in Co. Tyrone were well 'f_"organisad;
4 training camp was established in Donoughmore area i;n the'
gumer of 1915. I attended this camp for a week's training.
The late J.J. 0'Comnell, an ex American Army Dfﬁéar,'l gave
lectures at the camp. During my week's training at th& camp
I joined the I,R.B. The I, B-B. took ‘the iniltiative in
organlsing the Irish Volunteers. The following Comapnies hed
heen undergoing a training course at the camp : Dungannon,
Donoughmore, Berburb, Clogher. I knew that there wafe three

Companies; in Coalisland district at this time. 1']

Gianerally there was a circle of the I.R,B., in &at:h Irish
Volunteer Company area and the I.R.B, held the controlling
influence in each Wolunteer Company. It was not considered
esgential that an Irish Volunteer Officer ahuu:l.& be a_n';amber of
the I.R.B, Most Of the officers: were, however, in the I.R.B.
Only I was & member of the I,R.B, I would not have 'heeﬁ
solected as a representative at the Irish Volunteer Convention,

From 1915 onwards I knew that a rising was: contemplated.
Training was intensively carried out in the Benburb Company
ares. We did terget practice on a miniature range with a .28
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rifle. A fund for purchase of arms was raised and arms were
purchased wherever they were availsble. We mnever ralded for
arms pre 1916, '

i
| Brm the time the Company started we had some' arms, a few
.revolvers and automatic pistols. We also had a mﬁbar of
shotguns. We never intendsd to pu't. ahntguna into uaa for a
rising as they were then eonuidared poor military wona.
The idea of manufacturing slugs rnr use in shotguns m a post-

1916 development. i

I got the first news of a mobilisation on Eastér Sunday.
On Holy Saturday night I recelved a meesage to call 1n to
Dungannon. ¥hen I arrived there some of the Bﬂlfasil:. Volunteers
had arrived in mngamon. I got my orders that n:l.@li_t from |
Jack McElvogue for my Company to mobilise on Sunday morning in
Goslislend. I also remember getting instructions from
williem J. XKelly, Senior. "

On Easter Sunday morning 16 men from Berburb Cofipany
mobilised in Coalisland; owr Company was: detailed :l:ur dﬂ#atch '
end communication work, We were all eguipped with qa"lrulaa-. and
each man carried a revolver or automatic. pistol and one day's
' rations, I would estimate the time of our arrival in-
Coalisland as 11 G.m. .When we arrived there we sew tPn Belfaet
Volunteers were in mcﬁdtion of a hall near the Square in the
town. We were ordered to stand-to at the hall and mrait
matrﬁtiuna.

The first orders we got were to act as: an escort to a body
of Bslfast Volunteers through & hostile local area on their way
to Qookstown to board a train for Belfast. We left Coalieland
on this dGuty between 2 and 5 p.m. We knew at this time that
the Belfast men were going home to Balfast.. I did not know any
of the Belfast men at this time end I can't say who wan.'.:l.n
charge of them on their return journey to Belfast. We returned
to Coalisland after carrying out our orders about one hour after
we departed with the Belfast men, 6?4’ |
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Shortly after we arrived back to Coalisland I saw a small
Campany of Volunteers: from Belfast marching into Céalisland.
" after their arrival a despatch rider arrived in the hall in
Coalisland and read out a dempatch to us to tha affaat that the
rising was countermanded by Eoin MacHeill, I mﬂarmtnod that
tha despatch rider came from Dublin. I heard afterwarda that he
vas the author of a book named "The Wasted {rp?f;:d“ after the;*aa
ranﬂ.ing of the despatch it was decided that’ nll slmnlﬂ disband.
I can't remember who told me to disband my men. I tbok the
- Benburfb Company home to Benburb district. '

There Wwere rumours during the early days of Easitar Week
that orders were issued for a- ranm‘hilisatian. We’ aiﬂ. not get
any orders to 4o s0. Domu@mumcmmgot ordara,to
remobilisge and did. so.

: i

On Thursday night of Easter Week I took some ufllmar Company
into Dangannon and joined up with thrae:‘;; the Dungamion 7 &
Compankpas. We raided St. Pﬂ.triaikfaxﬂall. Dungannon, H1;13,&! H Q.
of the Hatlonal Volunteers, and seiged about 30 old Italian
rifles 'bolon.ging ‘to the National Yolunteers, At the t‘lma wo
raided the Hall for the rifles the British Militery were in

Dungannon and were being billeted arcund the town. P

I was young at this time and the British Anthorities did
not trouble me, I was not on the run or evading arrest.
The Berburb Company met and remained together under arus each
night in a vecant house in the district, I was in unmtant

touch with Dungannon all during the week., :
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