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Witness
Mr. John McDonagh,

Bearna,

Gagatstown Road
Bundrum, Co. Dublin.

Identity

Lieutenant Irish Volunteers;
Brother of Thomas McDonagh.

Subject -

(1) Acted as ¢ourier to Tipperary on
Holy Thursday 1916;

(b) * Events of Easter Week 1916 -
Jacob's Pactory.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

Form B.5.M, 2,
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. 'On epriving at Duhlinzwﬂntmmclammmﬁmm tho
| night porter. when I told him w mne he cedd "ou were here isst
ni_ﬁght, woren't you'? I lookod at the book and gew Tom's name for
the night before. So I signed his name. - . e

" . I notice the questionnaire says Tom joined the Y.R.B. council
41 fprdl 4n 1916. I would heve thought ho wes in 1t bofore that.

On Saturdsy ﬁ#&mm- Tom got a meseage to attond & maating in
- nr"._' S. O'Relly'e house. Iie ook & texi and I went with him, but
' na't into the hcuse. He wﬁn not more thenm three minutes in it se he
. Lound norie of hie set there. Grace 0ifford was with us.

1. —
- .

- I and Don went with hin on Sunday ovening to Et;in Haolleill's
hag;:gaai Eeam_uﬁ;hﬂ'n’pmnr wag i:hﬂrﬁ. Tom walked up end down g 1055
.o tim;'a ‘with iégcledlls T think he wes trying to i nut whet stops
Maalfeill was feking to Gtop the msmg. 1 4ia not cee Sean
Fnagi.‘bbon. _
© It had boen orranged some wecke before tho Rising that Tom
_ wulﬂ ocoupy Jecob's with his ﬁattnuﬁn-m;ﬂ_ he anﬂ:cmm had met
: to dimﬁsa the mattor st the undergrownd lavatory in Revin St.

A wa asserbled in Htephen's Groen on Easter Honday end mmhad
to .J‘acah'a. We had not the keys to open the dcor 5o we hed to
. —— in"the windows end pull each other up. Ons man's 8 elotgun wen
off anﬂ iin:nr HeBridoe, who wad mmm in commani, pmkea a raw
mnata out of htn mous tache smng ®that ahntgumsahnulﬂ be treated”
uaramlly"}

We were in Jacob's 111 the Gunday then come of the priests
fron Church St. cané to aek us to surrender as Pearge had done so
and hué o:-ﬂu-ad all eommﬁﬂ'tb do &0e  Tom num ag Fearse wee &
priaumr he ‘was not @ £rec agent to give crders. Finslly the
' o mtmumm from Foarse was brought by the priests and Tom, after
comultaum with t.hu other officors, cnnaantaﬁ tn go out to mect
the Br:l.tiah General. Hs $0id ms to Rany tho men there until ho
ceme baock, but said I ehould let ick Hayen go homs. I had been
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prmntaﬂ Limﬁanant on the 'battla ﬂmr‘ g0 .that tha men might
-Ilnha;qr m3e - . Father Monshan begged’ the men to go home for G6d's oeko ,
but theyremeined t411 Tom ceme book and 14ned us ell up cutside to
au:-mnﬂar. our sme wore taken £ron ude liajor MoBride hed a
baautim rifle tnﬂt. haﬂ been preaenmﬂ t:u him in cnmannz-at.ian uf

- hie Boer eampaign. -1t waa sui‘bahla macrihaa and a Du'h!in
Pnﬂuiu- - thinking na doubt he wuld got o etripe i'or his aim -

uhu read thet .‘..nauriptl.nn, told -his officer that Iﬁcﬁrﬁ.ﬂa. had fﬁueht

egainﬁt the Bri tinh in the. Bnax- war. The officer looked ab. tha

rifla, but took nn farther nntica of thu matter. .

We have ma lattar Tom sent out hafnra hig, s:ceuutiun and :I.ata
of other papers cﬂntsining notes, chiefly about train:l.ng- - When
Ihhaw time to Sxemine 'L‘hem. which I hope to do 4n the waai:and,

I ahall make out . more alahnr&tﬁ and detailed ﬂtutemant. .Ton's

-Bpeenh at his um::-uuartial was published: :111 Anmrican papam, but

1:!:}9 British dan&.ad the suthenticity of lt.

1l-'-x ‘wes 4n the I.R.B. but knew nothing of .thaﬁ' mnaa:-:j m-
ments for the Rising until the Wednesdey before Bostor. I think -
Diimﬁuid Lynch snd Sesn T. O Ceallaigh would be ablo to “é;ﬁa a lot .
of information end also Hedge Daly, on account of ﬁur aspociation |
m.tn Tom D]._arka and. Eaa_n Hul}emntt.l I

i Tom ulwara said 'bhat at the meetings of the amuutiva on
mﬂ.utury metterg Joo Plunkett's proposals wore anmptaﬂ a9 the best

I dp not know who was appnintaﬂ to caprry out the functions of I
Eni:;n MacNeill ep Chiof of Btaff, if engono was.

1
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" . He heard the date fixed for The Rising from Tom 3 or 4 weeks
pra{imaly. Tom ceme in as he was tying his shoe in Oskley Road one
mor:ii;lg. He caniinned to tie his shoe. .

3

‘. #apta:l.n (7) Tanmam went to swear in de Valeras intc the I.R.B. a
few days before the Rising. Dew. laugiied at him and toek no notice.
Tom :Ht':Donagh swore: in Dev: eventually. John McDonagh wes sworn in by
Eamoéi Ceanm$ who could not remember the oath. Jack never attended
a ma;ating of I.R.IB. He remembers a apeach Tom made to a small Coy.
of vﬁlmmem in their house in Oakley Road, setting out the ideals
that inspired them in the ccming fight. Bvery gumration of Irish-
men: ha-:'l risen to show they wantad freedom for thair country and they
- the Volunteers: - were prepared (o 1&3 down their lives, if

nacaaaary for the same ideal,

g

‘A fow days before the Rising John had met. O'Rehilly, who told
him he had thought of laying in supplies of food in case a scarcity
m:l.gaij 11511:-15& if the fighting was prolonged, but he decided against
such 'a course as he did not think it fair not to take his chance
1ike j:ﬁnm;rt:v:udy elee.

k

& week or two before the Rising J hn's Company got their rifles
and thar were 8o delighted that they 1mmadiataly marched out on the
ntraata with them. Tom had procured about furt;r of them, they were
new o'xlxas. Thet was. the first time thepe men had marched with arms.
When Jnhn end hie unit assembled in the Green Major McBride: turned
up in%a blue suit, with a walking cane and smoking a cigar. It
1mkati funny. There was grea.i cmion about the mobilisation and
’U’nluntaars jninﬂrﬂ units that were not thelr own. Ona young fellow
tried tn :Ioin the Voluntﬂara in Jacob's. They didn't know he was a
"mlunt,egr, but he said they should have seen him At the H.Q. on a

'certai:,:_u occasion. When they refused to let him into Jacob's he burs

“into t"ﬁrars.. Tom then seid he would let him in if be went home and

came back wlith a rifle. He did aﬁd he was taken 1n.

™
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} A Volunteer mamed Allen was wnunﬂad and Tom sent for a doctor
to‘tth«a Adelalde Hospital. They raﬁmed to send one, but sent a
1 megaag;a that they would treat any wuuzﬂad sent to the_ hoepital. Tom
thén'aant armed men to hring back a doctor who came reluctantly.

5 'S8ome of the Volunteers discuwureﬂ an old=fashionsd gramophona,
in;a'unrnsr downstairs in Jacob's, that played "God save the King“
_an% one dey when Tom and McBride were making their tour of inspectim

it hma put on to take a rise out of them,
bos :

%fona ﬁay1Hellie Donnelly (Gifford)}, who wes in tha'bollaga of
Surgeons with Mme., Markievicz, came on a message to Jacob's. They
tri{ad to meke her stay on account of the risk in going back, but she
wuu}@n't. She should be able to give a good account- of events of

that time. Maire: Ni Shiubhlaigh was with them in Jacob's. When she

hﬂarﬂ of the surrender she broke down and. wepte

i . ¥
¥

'1 The Bureau should also contact Marie Perolz (Mrs. Flanagan),
-Mrs% O'Hanrshan 0'Reilly and Sean McGarry, Have we got anything
frnm Grace P&unkatt {Gifibrd)f One day, nmot so long before the
Riﬂing, Tom aﬂk.aﬂ John to guess who Joe Plunkett was engaged to anﬂ
he guaaﬂeﬂ right.
:

|. ' - a

+He saw Plunkett walking across the barrack square after arrest
and he looked so wretched that he was hardly sble to walk. He could
not %ava lived long in Enw CaBO.

lcopies'er the speech made by Tom at his courtmartial were sold
on tﬁa_atraata. The militery seized them and the Government denied
thatitﬁa speech was made, The sentiments. expressed in it were very
like %hat Tom would say. Tom's wife did pﬁt see him before the
axﬂcu%ion because the militery could not get to her. His sister,

Sister Francesca, now in Cappagh, eaw him a gave him a rosary beads.

8he ﬁah written down a lot about him and the Riaing, but she is
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inclined to be & bit romantic.
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