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. Witness

Mr. Timothy J'Leary,

5 Rock_Roed,
Killarney,

Co. herry.
Identity

Captain, Ballyhar Coy.{(Co. Kerry)
Irish Vols. 1914.

T Subject ‘
(1) 1Irish volunteer activities, Ballyhar Co.
1914-1916.

(ii) Treined the Ballyhar Coy.

Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness

Nil.
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CoRIGINAL

ATEMENT OF TIMOTHY O*IEARY, 5 RCCK ROAD,
KILLARNEY CO, KERRY,

(]

. PERICD: BARLY 1914 TO EASIER, 1918,

UNIT: BALLYHAR COMPANY, I.V.

- e

The Bgllyhar Company was started in the Spring of 1914, A
few Volunteers came out from Killarney Company and tried to get
. a number of local men to form a Company, but the first effort
was not successful, Then Michael i1lane and Michael 7,
0'Sullivan came out and addressed a meeting on a Sunday after
. Mass and a start was made with four Volunteers, viz.i- °

Timothy. 0'Leary
Devid Curtin
Denig Donovan
Jack Cronin

Strength increased slowly at first, There was no hostility
but the lads were shy about coming out in public.,  When they
heard of Companies forming in other areas they Jjoined-in larger
numbers and by August, 1914, there were seventy men in the Company.
That was its maximum strength at any time before Easter, 1916.

An election of Officers had been held early in the Summer of
"y 1914, which resulted as follows:-

. Timothy O'Leary: Captain.
Dgniel T, Allman: 1st Lieutenant,
Dan O'Connor: znd Lieutenant,

Trere was no chenge in these Officers up to Easter, 1916.

When the Split took place in the organisation generally the
Ballyhar Company divided, about half on each side. All the
Orficers remained on the side of the Irish Volunteers. No
pitternees or ill-feeling resulted from the Split, the Redmondite
supporters did not form a Company of National Volunteers, and
mo:t of them gradually returned to their original allegiance
later on.

Training instruotion in the early days was glven by an ex-
soldier named Feeney, - Dan Hopgan, a reserve man, trained us
' also for a few months., Instriction was mainly in close order
drill, marching and skirmishing. When the ex-serviceman left
T took over the training with the aid of handbooks. In 1915
we won & 4rill competition at Castlemaine, Ned Ieen, the
snstructor of the Tralee Volunteers, was the judge at the
competition, .

The Company took part in all the public parades held in
Killarney from its establishment up to Egster, 1916. We were
_ at the Olreachtas there in 1914, the presentation of Coloairs at
i Whit, 1915, ,the St, Patrick's Day and Manchester Hartyrs' parades
in 1915, and the St, Patrick's Day parade in 1916. uring 1915
and early 1916 the Killarney Company occasionally came to our
area on & Sunday exercise, and on these occasions we took part
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with them in whatever training was going on, We had a fife
and drum band which accompanied us on the public parades.

The strength of the Company at the end 6f 1915 was about
forty; at Easter, 1916, it was between thirty and thirty-two.
Of these nineteen mobillsed for active service.

Early in 1916 Dan Allman bought a single barrel shot gun,
with bayonet attached, to the Company and said it was possible
to buy similar weapons from Austin Stack. Micheel Allman and
I went to Tralee and I paid Stack for six of the shot guns with
my own money. About a week before Easter I had a note from
Stack to say they were ready. I replied to that, asking how I
would get them out to Ballyhar. I had got no answer before
Easter end we did not get the shot guns.

The arms which we had at Baster, 1916, were

12 shot guns, the property of local farmers,
with ahnuﬁ 12 rounds for each, .

1 Smith and Weston .45 revolver, with 6 rounds,

A few days before Baster Sunday, 1916, I got the order
from Michael Spillane, Killarney, for the Sunday parade. It
was to the effect that the Company was to march to Tralee on
Saturday night., Nothing was said about arms, but we were
ordered to bring 24 hours ratioms. We were making the final
arranzemsnts on Good Friday night when Jerry Crowley arrived
from Killarney with two despatches, one for me and one for
Tralee, the latter to go through Firies Uompany. The message
for me was to the effect that the order'to go to Tralee was
cancelled. As a result of this, 1 called off the parade for
the following night, and, as no subsequent order came, the
Company did not again mobilise, though the nineteen men were
available at call at any time, The following are their names:
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1 took the despateh for Tralee that night to Jim Riordan,
Firies. Jim asked me to wait ‘for_him, saying that he would be

as far as Firies Cross with me, I @id so and we parted there.
Next day he fired on the two policemen at Firies and I never

saw him afterwards,
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I came into Killarney on Egster Saturday and saw Michael
illane, He had no information and no fresh orders to give,
told me Ballyhar was the only Company in the Battalion which
was to go to Tralee, the intentlon being that as we were so badly
armed we would get arms off the arms ship due to arrive at Fenit,

I returned to Ballyhar that night and kept contact with the
men, They wore available for duty and would have turned out at
short notice if an instruction to do so arrived, but no further
order came to the Company. ‘

No arms were surrendered in the Company area after Easter
Week and there were no arrests. :

There were no Fianna, Cumann-na-mBhan or I.R.B. organisation:
in the distriot prior to Jaster, 1916,
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