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(::) A11 1 know ‘about the Rlsing hﬂs been written dnwnlby me and
as those to whﬂm I have shown the manuscript thought 1t contelined
so0 much vsluable inrorma;inn regarding the motivea, point of wview
and conduct of those who prepared and took part in tha|R151ng
that I gave it to a literary friend of mine to look it;ﬂver and
advise: me on it with a view fo publication. My.friand% and I are
anxious that thé history of, ths perihd should not be w%itten solely
from the point of view ofthose: who, though they remain@d in the
military orgenisation and niust have foreseen that it cﬁuld have no
other logical issue than a Rising, were unmiliing to t%ka part Eﬁ ii
When I got back the mamseript I shall let the Buresu %éa=it. I
have already given some documents to the Museum and intend to leave

all' my papers to the National Library. : r
. o |

I wes in very close touch with Tom Clarke. and Eean McDermott
ag my Bistqr wae married to the former and Sean McDennatt Stayed a
'1mt In our house and my sisters and I were constantlyfusaﬂ as
courlers between my uncle and I.R.BE. leaderﬁanm Glar%e end Sean
McDermott. After the Rising had ataffed one of my aﬁaterﬁ carried
& message to Limﬂrick and another sister one to Cork with
1nstruct1cna that the Rising aas to take place as arrange&. My
8ister, MMrs. Clarke, came down to Limerick on Holy ”hursday to
leave the children with uﬁ. She told me that all the plans for the
Rising wers cﬂmplatﬂ and that MacHEill had resigned as Chief of
Staff, eand that Joe Plunkett had been appolnted in hlE place, but
that MacHeill was acting with the I.R.B., leaders. j

o A

Sean Fitzgibbon came to Limerick on Tuesday bafu#a Easter and
stayed at our house each night ti;l Eatﬁrday mnrning,iwhenthe lef't
for Dublin. I wae not aware that he went to Tralse. dﬁring that week
but he could have gnne and come back the same evaning. He knew that
the Rising was to take place on Easter Sunday. He came to "take

over' arrangements. He would never have been sent tn-our house if
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he had not been in sympathy with the Rising. He was 15 touch with
the volunﬁ&éra_GVBry day and, as far as I am aware, Heiwas in the
confidence of Tom Clarke and Sean McDermott as ragardsjthe_militar;
preparatinns that were in progress. When, on Saturdayfmorning, he
saw in the paper about the arrest of the men who 1anded in Banna
Btrand, he wondered what effect 1t would heve on the p}ans for the

Rising. . i

I

" As far as I know there was no question of caunterhanding the
arrangements for the Rising until the 0'Rehilly brough# the order
on Suﬁﬂay morning. Two lorries arrived from Dublin aﬁnut the same
time to distribute the srme that were to be landed in?Kerry. After
that there was great doubt and confusion.améng the Vbiuntaer leaders
who kept coming and going to the volunteer Hall. O Réhilly asked us
if we could get a message to mamnn Dwyer of Tlpparary[with a view
. to preventing an outbresk there. e sent a messenger, but he could
not be found, so the mﬁss?ga wags given to Fr. Matt.Rygn-for‘hiﬁ.
1 afterwarde heard that ﬁwyar tried to get to Dublin, ibut did noet
succeed. "He is still alive and would, no doubt, be wﬂlling to Elve
any informatinn he had. _ |.

- |

I was dumbfounded at 0'Raehilly's news end askﬂd.ﬂim who had
sent the message. He informed me that there had heeqia meeting the
previous night at which Eoin iiacNeill and others whasé names he -
mentioned were present and it was decided that the Rising should be
celled off. I asked him had any of the I.R.B. leaders wﬁo hed
perfected the details in praparatiﬁn fqr the Rising béen conﬁulted,
e.g., Tom McDonagh, J. Plunkett, P. Pearse, Sean HcDermott,
J. Connolly or T. Clarke. He said 'No'. He added that Joe Plunkett
and Thomas McDonagh had been called to the meeting, bﬂt they refused
to be bound by any decision arrived at by this meeting. They stated
that they were bound only by the Military Council, ané 80 Ieﬁt-to
consult their own comrades. Then I replied that nnne?but these
ﬁaﬂ any guthority o countermand the arrangemanﬁaﬁ_maéé. Moreover,
I pointed out that such a course would make a muckaryfnf all these
men and expose them to fhe ridicule of all future gaﬁaratinns of .
Irishmen. Eoin Macmaill had no right to act thus as ha had resigned
on Holy Thursday his post in the Executive in favour of J. Plunkett

stating he was prepared to act with them. ,!
|
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I think I produced some effect on O'Rahilly because: I heard
afterwards that Sean McDermott mentioned to my Eiataré in the
G.P.0. that I had been very severe with D‘Rahilly in my condsmna—
- tion of MacNeill's effﬂrts to stop the Rising. ﬁftﬁg bre&kfaat
0'Rehilly went back to Dublin and I got the lorries into Geary's
yverd. i .

On Sundey night Pierce McCann came to HEE: US. Ha sai& the
arrangements for the countermanding had been ccmplately carried
out. He stated that these arrangements had cost ETDG. The next
time I esaw Plerce MeCann ﬁaﬂ on the 4th May. On my way to
Dublin I saw him at a railway station in Tipperary. |He was being
brnugh¢ under arrest to Dublin. I had a Ehort,cnnveraaticnzwith
him. Pierce had travelled from Dublin with my Eiﬂt&? Lauri on
Eagster Saturday. He said everything was going on wail and sesned
in great spirits. : f

I know nothing sbout the confusion that ar@se in,connection
with the date fixed for the landing of arms, but I d# know that
Casement's arrival was quite unexpected.. In:faat, hﬁs whole
mission to Germany was not authorised in any way by #ha I.R.B. or

Volunteer authorities here. When Devoy knew he was %uing he diad
all he could to help him in America..‘l think he, GJEEmant, wa s
not in favour of a Rising unless the volunteefs-wer% 56 thoroughly
equipped that they could face a prolonged struggle u'érith England.

It is not true to say there was no organisation in Limerick.
. |

. I
On Baster Monday the Limerick Volunteers aaaem%led about

100 to 150 strong and merched to Killonan, but there was no action

Reading the accounis of Easter teek, I notice many .
inaccuracies and misstatements. For instance, D. MéArdle's book
etates that Joe Plunkett was af Berne about the §th;6th April anﬂ.
gent a messaga to Casement. I uan.shnw:ynu Gbunt P&unke tt's signed
note on my copy gtating that it was he himself was %here and that
this/

.’
|
|
|

f
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was: the second letter he sent to Casement from Berme, |
Sesn McDermott and Tom Clarke I know very well. jTﬁay were
men unflinching in their devotion to the cause and quite inflexible
in their decisions. P&aréa was not really a ﬁilitary[lman, although
he was able to carry ;nan with him by Iﬁﬁ alnquenﬁé amé poetic
temperament. Clarke usead tt; say he - Pearse - had 1i !lttle sense of
humour. They all thought Joe Plunkett the cleverest %ram the

point of view of military organisation.

]

My brother Edward had a great admiration for Tom McDonagh

- and one of the remarks he made to us in gaol before I}is execution v
was thet McDonagh wes a finé fellow. I knew most of the leaders,
but not .I-Pllmkatt. Tom Ashe, Sean Fitzgibbon, Sean M:?Dermott; and
others. used to vislit our house often end stayed with'lua. My
brother, Bdward, was the youngest of those who were i&x&cuted~

. !

being two or three weeks younger than Sean Heuston. | There were
""'»"Hﬂ-...e,; [
gevon girle: in our family and he, the youngest, was the only boy.

A man who was very much in the confidence of the leaders who
organised tm Rising was Diarmuld Lynch and ha shnujl;d be able to
give a lot of infrurmatinn, When Le Roux was wri tinz:; his book he
- went to ;1 lot of trouble interviewlng persons ass-nciat&d w:lth the
Riging, so thet his account of matters should be 're'.ll’f.iahle. My
glster, Mrs. Clarke, also was in very close touch wiﬁ.th all that
took place at that period and would have a :!.nt of ffirﬁt hand
knowledge. My own memory is good as regards the events of that
period and that is why I was anxious to write an ﬂf:-llcnunt of them,

especlally when I saw the errors and inaccuracies. :I.!In some of the
|
|
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