T

o

bl - 1]

C)\v\iﬂm BY MRS, ARTHUR GRIFFITH,
36 EATON Sqm' TERRNURE» ['o. )0 aU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1813-91
DUBLIN. BURC STAIRE MILEATA 1913.21
| NO. W.S. Zok

"I have no: papér&, notes or diaries halonging to my hu;sbanﬂ

and he never telked to me sbout politice es I did mot muf to,
having been brought ap in a family in which my father was ;;an ardent
Pernellite and my mother & follower of Williem O'Brien, ni!th
consequent frequent: disputes on pﬂlitical matters. We: hani a lot of
politicel publications but I burnt them and all papers that might
ineriminate anybody from time to time for fear of raiﬂs._ _I never
togk part in any public func#ions or meetlings, except ﬁwnu:aeJ1 in
Cootehill in the 1918 election where I went to stop penpllej talking.
Once whem Mrs. Sheehy-Skeffington wrote an article in “The? Irish
'ﬁ'i:.u:'lmil.'i saying that my hu@band always kept me at hﬁmﬁ and g!#‘v'.e me a
bed time, for the only time in my life I wanted to wrua-aix ansver
to it, but he said it was better not as that would only giw her
Etatemsnt more publici ty which was ',|;:u:|:-I::u'l::au't::].;lIr what she wantaﬂ.
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He did not taka any part in the Rising as he was aga'ihs.t all

that and Sean McDermott had promised Rim that & Rising would never
be started without his - Arthur's - knowledge. My sister ’iwaa.
staying with us at the time and I was to acecompany her to '%‘;uaans- '
town on Baster Mdnﬂanr and see her off to America, but nwhuabanﬁ
advised me not to go as he was afraid there might be tmub:].e.
However, on Easster Saturday or Sunday O'Leary Curties came and told

Arthur there was now no danger of disturbance. I heard t.ha priest

at Mass on Sunday Ba:,rilig'ﬁbhat the manceuvres were can-:e:l,l_ar;}, 80 I
decided toj travel with my sister, leaving my husband with 1:'.115 .
childreny ,later learned from him that on t.ha Mondsy he tﬁms’é the
children out to go to some relatives and |got only to the ar!;a of
the road as he was informed of’ t.heo ﬂghting. He Ithen want lhr.}ma

. . I
and asked & neighbour to take the children so that he might go to
see what was happening. The neighbour refused, thinking thereby

~ %0 keep him at home and out of danger. On the Wednesday, lfowevar,



|

he went m:;t and made his way by a circuitous route to Eo:;m lﬂfac
Neill's house at Rethfarmham. Some time after that he :"ﬂ':EB
arrested. | - ' ._ i

I had a wvery trying time in Cork. I had ver:r 111;15:16 money
with me as :I%hati never intended to atay eveh & night., . I came to
the atatian every day in tha hopes that a train might :uuP. I went
to the H.Qe of the Volunteers: where I saw Terence Mc‘awinay mﬂ
Tom McCurtain. The former was in 2 terrible state of amd.atr a8
he ﬂiﬂ not know what to do, having got comflicting imtruntiuna
from Dublin. Eventually, on Saturday morning there were- two
tra_iné end I got the second.one which, however, only hrapght me
to Lucanm. ' ' - ;

My husband dﬁiﬂ not ieave Dublin at any t:l.me before tha
Rising to take & message to the country.. ; I

Arthur wae born in Dublin whera his grandfaﬂmr had come %o
from Redhills gy 1n Cavan, having been thrown out bsr hi.s
hasbyt&rian femily because he had become Catholic. Whi}a my
husband was in jail his granduncle -~ a wvery nld man - _asl:tari me to
come with the children to stey with him in Cavan, but ﬁeiﬁid not

Before Sean McDermott was executed he sent a mesaage to
Arthur by someone who was in the prison, asking him to fé'rgive
him for not having kebt his promise to inform him gbout i;ha
Rising, but he and others: thought it would be better n’.:ﬂ:.,E 80 that
Arthur might live on after- themselves to keep tha Hational
Movement slive.

My husband wae @& member of the I.R.B. and of the ?o:lf.untearé
and had been present at the Howth gun-rmming with his ﬁriit. I
was preaant gt the foundation mé&t:lng of Sinn Fein: in 1905. I do

not —ramamhﬂr who was presant. ' T
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