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al 1nit1ative to do this and 80" the matter was dropped.
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&s far hack as I can remamber, hhera was always a goaﬂ

'Iriah atmusphare 1n our home. When my thrae brothers ware

old: enOugh they joined Na'- Fianna Eireann and among their other

-activities learnad first aiﬁ and feneing, which ‘they practlsed
.at home. ‘Whtuhing tham I nften wiaheﬂ thera was. & aimilar
";ofganiaatianafor giris,. One day qarly in 1913, I asked Mr.’

_Eulmer Hobson “who uas, I beliave, nne of the founders of the

Fianna 1f they woulﬁ atart a girla sectlon 1n the Fianna and
i

he replled that 1f I started it, thay ‘would give me all the

"I assistance I needad. I hﬁd neither tha aalf canfiaence or

-
¥ !

Sometima after tha fnnmation of the Irish ?oluntearaain
1915, Bulmer thson told me that a’ wnmana sectian was being '

fcrmed and that a maating waa to ha hald in a room over tha

. Queen‘s Theatra 1n Brunﬂwiuk (nﬂw Pearsa} Btreet. That was

[
the 1naugural meﬁting cf Gumann ne’ mBan. A Gommittee was
formed and amnng thoae whﬂm I ramaﬁber ware Mra.*Euin MacHeill

""'v-
-

(who acted es Ghairman], Hiaa G'Rahilly anﬂ Profeasor &gnes

O'Farrelly.l' I cannut :nmnemher the names of the ﬂther membera

.:_of the Gommittaa. &mong the othan;whc attanded that maeting

were aome mambara of Inghinidha na hE&reann, who then hed a
meeting place at 6 Harcnurt Etreat ‘A number of meatings wer e

held in Pearse Etraet at which tha Gcnstitution Df Cumﬂnn na-

'._mBan wﬂﬂ ﬁrﬂfted &nd a- unifbrm anﬂ activities were discussed,

) While thasa maetings w@re haing held- thﬂ Inghinidhe manhers

T attending them startad a hranch nf Gumann ne mEan at their
g.roams at 6 Hﬂrcourt Etreat, calling thamsalves - “Inghinidha .

na hEire&nn Branch of -Cumann na mBan",. oI joineu this Branch .

F)

arnd we learned firat aid and aignalling (aamaphcre and mcrs&]

-
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Shertly after the fermetien ef the Branch at Hereeurt Street"

*

1t wae deeided thet we' ehould leern drill and marching. ﬂe no

room 1nTHereeurt St was lerge eneugh fer this purpeee, Medeme )
,gave us permiselen te UME the Fianne Hell at 54 Lower Cemden St.t

“on one or. twe nigbte a week LI eennet rememher the date we"

eterted theee eetivitiee, but 1t wee prebahly April or May, 1914

beeeuee in June ef thet ye&r we toek pETt in the Welfe Tene

',Pilgrimﬂge te Eedeﬁetewn as. & Ereneh of Cumann . ne mEen. .

;--'

The Inghinidhe ne hhireenn was ' ﬁheffiret Braneh ef Cumenn ne:

# ros

_mBan tn get dnwn te the work Set out for the- ergﬂniﬂaticn. After

we hed been werking fer eeme time, the Gemmittee whieh wee etill

' meeting 1n Pearee Street fermed enether Branch at 25 Parnell

-'Squﬂrﬂ which was called the Gentral Branch., *,'1; -f- SR

I was getting inte trnuble at home for being nut 1ﬂte et ‘

night as the .clages didn’t finiehe& befora eleven e'eleek, 80 .

1n Mey, 1915, another member of the Inghiniﬂhe Branch - B Weleh,

. now Mre. T Slater - &nﬁ myeelf founﬂed a Braneh.et the Bnﬁ Bettn.
" H.Qrs, ‘in the Eather methew Park, Feirview. Mrs. D'Mere (since -

-deeeaeedf wa s eleeteﬁ President B. Waleh {new Hre. T. Slater}

was elected Treeeurer end I wee elected. Seereterg. . Thie ‘Branch

wee ealled the “Geithlin ni deﬁlihen“ Ereneh.and we earried out

the ueual aetivitiee ef Firet ﬁid Signallin54 Drill :and Merehingh

in additinn, we leerned to clean, ceol and loaﬁ riflea and
re?elvere.. The idee in teeehing us, the latter eubjeete ag
expleined “by. our Inetrueter, Gemﬂt F Henderaen - was. not thet

we weuld use arma,-but thet We eeuld assist the men by being eble

: te cerry eut theee dutlee.i_.

‘

. During the Peried 1815~ l°14 my fether, the late Jehn E.

Regnolde, had an offiee et 12 D'Olier Bt Ehieh wae ehﬂred with

.f

. 'Bulmer Hebeen whe et thet time was, I thiﬂk werking on, the peper
"Irieh Freedum“ &t the same time I was &ttending e eemmerelal

h

,callege Enﬁ epent eeme time in the effiee praetiaing on a

tﬂﬂ“iter. ) ) .o ) ' o L R
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:&meng thﬂ.ma_r_l'j" men I met' in fet..l_t_aerr’sj _Caff:iee wa s Si*x'“-Rege"r
Geeement who wee.very‘ehereiﬁg.' ﬁeiwee gentle in menner,
quiet in epeeeh and not et all the type of man ene weuld expeet
to heve enything to-do with a 1'e‘!.rf-::h:ttil.::-r:-.e.r:«;r movement., ' He usad
to call me Bulmer Hebeen s ”Seeretery", and on'a few-occasions

breugh@ me in & bunch .of viclets.

After the ?elunteere were fermed they pented premlses et
2 Daween Btreet and Eulmer Hobson went there. .We meeed.frem
12 Dioller Street to No.l- College Strest. I .em not sure of
the date we left D'Clier Street; but I know we were ih ﬁeilege'
Street at the time of the Howth, gun-running ‘because we took

L] L L r ".
up the floor-boards and put some rifles under the floor,

MF father wae appointed ﬁuditer te the, velunteene end in
__that}eennectien The, 0 Rehilly was a frequent vieitor to our
office. He was of a cheerful dieposition and you could alwaye
“tell when he wes coming because he eang on his way upfthe stalirs,
On Thursday ef hely Week, 1915 he came to. the effiee but this
g t-ime he did not sing- on his way up &and when I asked him Wl'ljl" he

he just replied : "Ah, I am very, sad te-day.“

We were mobilised for a reute mareh on Eeeter euneay end
were teld te prepere first eid eutfits in eennectien therewith
'Seme membere of the Feirview Breneh,-ee we were-eemmenly called,

met at our heuee and we preceeded te make the outfits whieh
consisted of & smell bottle ef 1edine, 8 bendege and & eefety

pin or two..

_ . Barly on Bas ber sﬁnqag mei-ning we got our mobilisation
order end_theﬁ.we-get;ﬁhen paper and saw that thererdere eere_
cancelled. ' .One’ brlwether wag in the ¥ianha, .two other brothers
and father were 'in the ?eiueteere and I was in Cumann na mBan, -

- o, " oo . P, -
None of us knew what to-de, so went to our different

* FEE

Heedeuertere for instructions and were told to stand-to,
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On Easter Sunday night I w&nt to Libarty Hall ta see if
I could get any infbrmation. I mat two of James Gonnolly a
daughters, whom I knew, &na they tnld me that thax were Eoing

i
to Belf&st bhat night I got no other informﬂtiﬂn.

PR,

e My fathgr belbﬂgaﬁ to a Gbmpaﬁy*nr Battalion- of Volunteers
who through age or other reason could not- take part' fn drills
or marches and met 'I_tﬁink, at -41 Parnell Squsre. - Whethar'
father cﬂmmanded ‘this Company or B&ttalion T am.not in a -
position to 'say, but I do-know-that ‘early on Edater Monds'y
‘mornihg'd-abcuﬁ*E or- 6 a.ﬁ;,'hé'go% mdﬁiliaaﬁion5orderﬂ'and-my
brother Percﬁ-and T set out to carry them out. > At that time
we were living at the Yorth Strasd and Percy went citywards;:
ﬁmdng those whom He mobilfsed was Ma'jor -Sean McBride - by wire.
I went Clontérf direction. I-had got Ho'mobilisation orders
before T 1eft home. - On my refurn I ‘found they hed arrived in

my abaence and my sister had mobilised as many of my mambers

" as possible.-' = - Cen. L "l .'1. Lot

““Our instruetions were ﬁ? parade at Et.'Steéhaﬁ'é‘ﬁreeﬁ
at twelwve a’cléck:nuon;-hut by the time I was ready-tdAIeété
home it was almost‘tﬂelva o'elbok. ' A member of ‘my ‘branch who
lived” cloaa by joinad ‘me &ndwzznwe arrived ‘af -the Green we ' *
could not ‘Gontact ,any member of the Volunteers or Cumamn ne
mBan. So fﬁf:aa:we'Eouldﬁmakencut'thére‘ﬁera qﬁleQJtizén

iy -

Armg men and woren ‘there.
After o 1ittle time Margaret Bkinnider arrivad ‘at tha‘Grean
ahﬂ aaid thera were rno women at the G_P.D. and aha'had been sent
~to look for volunteers for that post. The other menber of
Cumahnlﬁa mBan and-mésalf v&luﬁﬁée;éd.. : e
L We met the G'Rahilly outside tha G,P,0. and jhe welcaqed
ws.. He to¢k us over the building to select the most sultable
ﬁlaca fur.a first ald caaualty station. We eventuarw ‘decided
on a big open spaue at the hack ‘of the main hall I do not
know what 1t would hava bean uaed for as thera was nnthing in

1t except a huge table, unleas it had haen cleared of its .
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renderad to h:l_m ' Another . sarioua wmmding was, James Cannolly.

LEG—
He got & bullat'waund 1n the left which 3hattered I wnuld aag,

'roughly fram one and a half to two inches of" his shin bone.

. Th&re is a. 1aneway running from Prince '3 Streat te Mlddla Abbey

'Street,and Connally 1eft “the Post Office to visit same outposts

in &bbey Street, using this 1&naway tn reach them, After he_?

hed. been gﬂnﬁ a short time we he&rd a ahout for a atratchar.

Another girl .and myaalf pigked up a atratcher but were not

_allnwed to go- out. We nhended it to some men anﬁ they brought

Gonnolij.ln. Hia lﬂg was . drease&, set 1n spllnts and a waste

. .paper basket was ¢ut in two to make a cage for it. &rhad was
'pracured and Gonnolly was placed on Lt. ' He refused to ramain

a patiant in. the Basualty“ﬁtation and his bed was moved to tha

main hall where the headquartera were., The rest of ‘the

casualties were'only minor ones. « '

The 1ate Fr. Flanag#n, who waa' thﬂn attauhed to tha .
Pro-Gathedral at Harlboruugh Streat, was with us most of that
week, _ ;I' e T "" .
. After the first day or. two things more or-less settlaﬂ ;W'

down and we were getting uaad to the sound of the guns., My

"~ father was in the Post Office end on Thuraday morning he told
me that the top portion of iha building was on fife, that the

"men had it under ccntrnl, but thera wa 3 danger that tha Britiah

would cut off the water ‘supply. That night the barraga wag .

-I'terrifiu, it was bad any night but, that Thursday. night 15 k

beyﬂnd descriptinn. It was the night the Helga shallad us from

- the Liffay.

On Friday mnrhing most of the girls working in the kitchen

©and aeting as despatch carriera were sent out hndar a Red Crosa

flag, They were to 80 to thelr homaﬂ, but were arrasted and

"-

.brought to the Bruadatﬁne fur queationing.,_ Frid&g evening it
was apparentlj decidad that 1t was tiME to leave the Pcst 0ffice,

.becausa we got 1nﬂtrustions to move the wcunded to Jervis

b
-

.k



Street Hogpital. —During .the week the: Volunteers had been

m@king a way..through the bulldings down ‘Henry Street by breaking

) holeé.inxthe;malls. Thax.gotﬂ&s.far;ga,ﬂgpq;ﬁ's;i” In some

places the holes were naﬁr-thefflonr, 1ﬁ-athéra they were a_
cuuple -of feet high, : Through these. halaa tha -Red Croaa men and
women, wounded, excepting Connolly, anﬂ_p@isaners,;acﬂqmpan;pd :
by fr. Flanag;nfmovedrgff. We.got as far as the Qoliaﬁﬁm in
Henry“Stréa?:which,wes a plsace gf'antart&inmant. .We halted here
while some ofhghe.Hsd.Groﬁs men went-fanwpﬁﬁgtb’@pan:an‘axit.docr
ﬁhiqﬁ wﬁpld lat ua'nutiiptc Prince's Street: r..Here we weré A
cnnffnnted.ﬁith_a barricade snme,féetn;p_height.at_the_upening ofl
the.laneway leading into Middle: Abbey Street. . We crossed the ;.

‘barricade and got.into'liddle Abbey. Street, crossed ‘over and

walked dnwn the nppuaita side of the, street ‘to‘where.a public- -
house juﬂs out at the corner.of Liffey - street.- Here wanwaitedl
while Fr. Flanagan, the Britiah_MeQiﬂal Officer and -British
goldiers went forward to make Ernangﬂmﬂntacfprmbhe:recebtigntgf
the wounded a%.the Hospital, . Fr. El&n&gan;-accompaniedfby a
Eritisl officer in charge:-of a numbsr;éf British.socldlers, cams
ﬁack and we were escorted down to-the"Hdapitgl. . Here the :9

British military. arrested the Red.Cross men.and men with the minor

wounds, The Hodpital authorities .took charge of the. seriously

wounded ceses.and allowed us:to.use-a wailting room.to the. - -

£ ]

dispensary;f oMo o e e e e e

Late on Friday night Fr. Flanagan camﬁ 1nto tha hnspital

[

anﬁ handed me & ring which he said fathar had givan him for me.

4 o e

- I aaked him 1f the mern haﬁ left the G F. 0 anﬂ Etd fhther WS

alright ‘ He madaan evﬁsive answer which left me under tha

K A
iwpraasinn that fﬂthar had been wcunded or killad.

- ; -
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." We remained at. the Hasﬁitalyall Friday.night and portion. of
Saturday. Towards Saturday evening Fr. Flanagan came in and
. ’ -
told us the fight was. over, . the 'men had surrendéred. andt that we
L ]

could go hﬁﬁe.;"Most of us lived in the same-direction and we



==
us she had got a certificate from Fr. Flanagan saying we were

1n Jer":ris St. Hospital at: h:ls invitatian and that the cfficer

'tiid not look at it but directed her on tn our house. N

- R On the Fridaj following my return hama, fathér wag r‘eléaéed'_
._: frnm Kilmainhﬂm Jail He tuld ‘me that uhila he waa in jail it -
. was arranged that when he was baing caur:tmartiallad he. wnuld say
that I had gcne into the G, P.D fc:r atampa, that he came in to-
100k for-me anﬂ-both Of'ua-were held thpr? Ior_?ha.weak. Hext
.qgﬁ, satﬁrdéﬁ;th’buliqeﬁgé celled wits & taxl snd said I was
wénted at Kiiminham 'Jail. On arrival I was shéwn"int:} & room.
in which a number of high ranking Britiah officers were saated at

a tabla. 'I'he:,r queationeﬂ me about the G- P U and asked if I .

Sl

lmaw anﬁr of tlm men who were thera or *if I nculd recognise any of
' them. - They brought in a man nemed Shouldinas, whom I knew, but
5[ .éﬁid I had never seen him befare. - They brn_ught- in some other
men whm-l éid ‘n:-t lﬂmw. ‘I was theﬁ sent 'o;.xt- ’Iinto a p’&as&ge'énd
a*man in plaln clothaa spoke to- ma and said there wWa3 & mAan thera
Pwh{:- was 1&1113, t-hat ‘hé had been in ths G P 0 ‘and was anxicus to’
‘send & message to some relat:ives and wculd I gce hi:m I raplied
-th&t I knew no nn&.inathe G.F.0. I h&d an‘idea hﬂ was referring
to Sean MacDermott, but could not imagine why he should want ie
S " .to see hi::i, it -cc:-uld Ihai;dly ha ve haén -fﬁr t]:ié pur-paae of .
identifying him as by that time all the signatorias to the
Prnclamation must' have been known, L was thm taken to a room
in another huilding where I- w&s left for a few minutaa with a
nuupla of men in plain clothes. , Suddenly there.maa a flash and
whether my_phuﬁagraph-had been taken or not I dﬂn'ﬁ'kndw; but I

was brought back to the :fira_t ‘room and told'I -I_Gl:'r];ll-ﬁ. g0 ,héma.'_

- - . . . ol s -

o stomarme Melly Regedse
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