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Miss Mergarct Kennedy, 117 Donore Terrace, S.CsR.,

Iy

. o  Dolphin's Barn, Dublin.

It was A{A'nn'ie Keating ~ now -Mr's. Gerry Boland - that first
L in‘troducéd me to Cumann na mBan. _-Sl_w.é invited me down to
32 Lower Calzl;den Street whére the "Fiam;xa had é. hé&l; which |
Gﬁnam na mBan rented from them on Ttlésﬁ.ay nights. ;.We had the
olq In'ghiﬁidile na hE;I.reann room Ifor me_etir_xgs;. in Wo, 6 Harcourt
Street on ‘I;hursdaa-'e-:; K Th;’ts was. in m_agust; 193.5, ‘juslt aftaerl'
O'Dbnﬁvan. Rossa's ﬁmeral;. In Géx‘ndezi Street-.we Qer’e trained
and exercised in drill.,‘ figure ‘marching, é:tretchér-éirill,
& o s-.,{gnaning and rifle practice with a little rook rifle.
e also-wént on ‘route marches regularl& 6n our own 'initiafive
in order to train the girls in marahing and in taking control.
We had two instrﬁ;tors from the Fianna for arill, sign_glli;lg
and rifle pr‘actic;e' - Seanmé Pounch and a man riamedg-' |

Devereaux (I don't know his christian name}. Uniform material

N

was available on purchase, some of us got them madé and wore

<

them. e also bought haversacks and First Aid outfits.

Qur branch Was-éalled_'th:a Inghinidhe ha hBireann t;ranch of the

A B ‘Cumann - na mBan In Harcoﬁrt Street we learnsd First ,A:Ld,
Moi;se cbde; Sﬁ.gmliing; Dispé.tch Memo:;iéing; &Ce

‘Seamus Pounch insisted that we shéuld. be put on s
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military basis instead of being governed solely by a committee,

and that officers should, therefore, be elected. Ours was the

 First Dublin branch to have officers. The two officers:

elected were: Eily Walsh (now Mré. Marﬁin Mn;phy) ag
Qommaﬁdant; and Miss Roée McNamsra as Vicé-Commandaht;; The
Seceretary waé Mis§ Jo$ep;ine Walsh and the Treasufef

Miés MarcellaVCOSgrQWe. The Cﬁmmittee continued tq function as

before, even after the officers were elected.

&s ﬁe were the ohly ﬁranch on the south side we'wene
attacﬁed to two.bétgalionéA— ;hs 3rd and 4th. On the big
March E;;toﬂ St; Patrick'sjnay,-1916; we were under‘érders to
bé‘ﬁ?ady és gﬁis might be ﬁhe "real thing“;‘meaning;fof coursé;
t.heilRis:-i.ng; Ve all wof'; full -equipment and 'c:érrl-'ied' rations

for twelve hours.

We continued our reguiar and intensive training up to

"Easter Week on the basis already outlined, on each.Tuesday and

Thursda; night.. Oceasiopally on Sundays. we wouldigo'ouf'to.the
Dubliﬁ Mountéiﬁ; wiﬁh %tfeécﬁeré, etc; for training;

On theweeﬁ preceding Eastériweek girls were supplied ffom
all‘the brgﬁcgeé ;o-vOlﬁnfeér Hb;déuarteré at No;:z Dawson Streef
for fhe purpose of making-firég field dressings.:ﬁf the ﬁen.

On the Thur;day of Holy Week we were told tha#'big manoeuvres

were being held on the following Sunday, but that is all that was
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said about it. I was not mobilised due to a "slip-up" on

somebody's part, and it was by accident that I got 0 know about

it as Mass-iniJohn's.Lane Church on Sunday morning.'z There I met

our Commandant, Eily Murphy. She told me to report io

) No. 6 Harcourt Sireet, and on the way there to call to her home

in Warrenpoint Place to collect First-aid equipment to .leave in

Camden Row, Headquerters of the 3rd Battalion, Here all was

confusion and upset due to Eoin MacNeill's order, but we learned

. that they were "standing to" awaiting devalopmenté. We were

told to g0 home and await further dfdefs, but to keepiourselves

. in readiness. These orders were given us at Harcourt Street.

i

On Easter Monday morning T had a mobilisation prdef. I was
in the. 4th Battelion group, and we were mobilised for Cleaver Hall
Donore ayénne, at 10 o'clock a.nm. Six or eight of ué‘were sent

to O'Hanlon's, 7 Camac Place, ﬁolphin'sjBarn, to collect

stretchers, lanterns and other goods stored there. Two girls of

this famlly were with us. %hen we returned to Gleaver Hall we,

were ofderedrto proceed t0 Emerald S;uafe t6 link up with the
4th_B§t£a1ioi;; ‘We moved off at the rere of “A compaﬁ;r m'ﬁhe
Ba%#glion; all ﬁhe girlé on pargﬁe-weng together t0 MarrOWbone‘
Lane-Di;;illér§ ﬁifh an comgany; and'we all remained ﬁﬁereuntil

the following Sunday evening. No one was seriously or fatally
Wounded, D. G, , but none got mach sleep or rest, as attack on a.big

scale was always expected and prepared for, We were an'outpost

[
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of the Jouth Dublin Union. There was 'intei-mittent sniping at

us from the Ganal Bank and from Guinness's Brewery, but the

snipi#g from the canal side was not so fgféistent'as that from

" the Brewery.: 8ix of us were detailed for duty on a 1oft near

a gangway that was held by the Volunteers, to prevent any

possible surprise attack thé't might be ‘1au'nched by the military

on the front gate of the Distillery.

On Sunday, about 3 o:;- 4 o'clock p;m.; Father Augustine
from' Church Street and a Bzf;‘.tish Officer came a;loqg tc; At-he
Distillery. V&B.far as I know 11; wa;. the Priesﬁ rﬁentioned who
firat c.ontac.'l';ed c.dn Colbert concerniﬁg thé -su..rrex-).der. M,v
impression is :t,pat the E.f-:;eét and_tbe Officer went. aw.éy ..and camé

Back later on with Ceannt, who was not wearing either sam~brown

.
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belt or sword. The whole garrigon then surrendered.

Miés Mc.N}amaré ordered that we ﬁéi;,e' i-.o surrendér v;rith the men, and
we all did w.ithL one exception. We max'*ched_. behind the men from
the Dist:l-.ller;;%l 1;0 Rqs‘s.f-Road; On our way @ou@ the Coonﬁé

I pie-ked ﬁp ;.rooﬂ rifle and c-arnied. it ti-;e rest of the wa.v. buat

I had to éurfender J.t on orders from -ﬁhe Brii:ish Officex;;

ﬁle men had to turn everything out of -their pz‘oeke.ts' as we.;ll.l‘ as

laying down their arms,

We marched under escort behind the Volunteers to Richmond

Barracks. When we arrived there we were put into two rooms in
. . N ) L
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the Married Quarters and locked up there for the night,
| The following morning, 1st May, we were marched to Kilmainham

Jail and Kept there until 8th May. I have no complaints

coneerning my treatment while in Jail.

My immedt ate activities on release were; aistribution
of ﬁational A:s.d Punds, _inw_es;.igation of.cas-es; ;née,f;ing
px-.is‘oners;, -et.c;A Out of theée a;c;i*}ii;:i-.es- rthe branch was
.re,;.f:or‘m.e-d in 'tﬁe- follo;viné; August 1;0 éon'!;inug our. training for

the period ahead of us.

 Signed MMM&%L_
Date 2?’% )
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