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STATE“ENT BY MR, LIAM GAYNOR

117 Home Farm Road, Glasnev1n,'prlin

'As a young boy in 1902 I was first introduced
in school to the ;tudy of the Irish Langauge. Myy
interest in IreiandJs history, songs and games grew:
apace. In thé sﬁbsequent growth_and development of
our Volunteer army the 1anguage,'songs and games of
Ireland, particularly the patridﬁicrsongs, exercised
a tremendous influence,

In 1904 I became associated with the G;A.A.,
played junior football and huriing for the James -
Stenhens Club., Later this Club ﬁas re-o}ganised as -
the John Mitchel Club for which I nlayed contlnuously
unt11 prevented by I.R.A. act1v1t1es.

In 1907 I joined the No. 1 Dungannon Club. This
was Ireland's first non-secret Republican Club in this
century. It occupied two rooms in the top floor above
Tom Flnnegan's chemlst shop, Royal Avenue, Belfast.

The members of thls Club, as far as I can recollect,
were:=- Bulmer Hobson, Chairman; Denis MéCullough;
Sean‘McGarry kElectrician) of Dublinj; Sean McDermott,

.., the 1916 executed leader , who gave this Club credit
N Ghal OSfonnom
L¢ for teaching hlm the principles for whlch he later dled,<

Denis O'Hannlgan East Limerick, who was then a gardener
with F.J. Biggar and became o/c of the East Limerick
Flying Column during the Black and Tan fighting; Sean
.0'Sullivan, Kealkil, 'Bantry;' ¥Willie Woods; Frank Wilson,
:a‘non—Catholic; Tom Wilson; Dan Branﬁiff;.Seaq Darby:of
Liverpool,.wﬁo was a teacher ih the Séamén's Institute;
Fred Neiil -Shanﬁill‘Road of Orange upbrlnglng, Paddy
. Lagan' who went to U.S.A. and became very 1nfluentlal there in
9AAFT ®m Irish American political activities; Joe,Roblnson,

whHo was constantly smuggling arms from Glasgow to Belfast;
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. and was,eenﬁenced in 1915 to 10 years imprisonmeﬁt;_

Jimmie Hope, a grandson of Jimmie Hope of 1798 fame,

_and an Independent Orangeman; James Murphy and his'

brother Joe, now a Catholic Curete; Jim O'Donnell
a carpenter who delayed his emlgratlon to the U.S.A,-

to flght in the Four Courts during the ClVll War,

Robert Lynd, son of a clergyman, now a-prominent

journalist,and léterary-authority in England; Dan
Turley; John O'Boyle,hwho was at school with me and

introduced me to the Club; McNamee, a post office

. official; P.S. O'Hegarty and Alex. Lynn, B.L,

In 1907 Bulmer Hobson went to America and collected

£100, which enabled him, on his return to Belfast, to

publish "The Republic". Articles in this paper were
contributed by Robert Lynd, P.S. O'Hegarty, and Hobson
who was its_editor.' "The Republic" also eontained
anti-British cartoons by Morrow. The funds &dvailable

did not permit this paper tq last for more than about

" gix issues.

Sean McDermott was -living in Belfast in 1907. ‘In

addition to belng a prominent member of‘the Dungannon
.Club he was also, for a time, a member of the A.0.H.

'Durlpg his membershlp of the A.0.H., he furnished us with

each new Hibernian pesswerd whiéh was a source of-great:
amusement. 'Owihg to the erratic'neture of‘his liveliﬁood ,
the members of the Dungannon Club dec1ded to make hlm an
organiser for the Dungannon Club amongst the Hlbernlans in-
County Tyrone. Each of the adult members undertook to

pay one shilling per week to defray his expenses and geén

managed on the modest sum of fifteen shillingé per week.

‘As the Hibernians were ardent supporters of the Irish Party, -

which advocated the usé of constitutioral methods to achieve.
Irish freedom, they did not take kindly to any advocate of .

pysical force in opposition to the Irish Party.




It was expected that Sean would meet with some trouble
and, for his protection, was‘provided with a revolver,
which was, in reallty, a lead pencil holder. This
revolver was, humorously presented by Sean McGarry in
the Club premises.

The objects of the Dungannon CluB werei-
First The complete independence of the country by
physical force methods, which were regarded as the
only possible means of attaining Irish Freedom;

gecond The study and spread of the Irish language.

Third The fostering and support of Irish industries.

Weckly meetings wereé held in which matters ofr
Trish National importance were discussed and debated
during three of the weeks in each month. On the
foufth weekly meeting a manuscript journal, consisting
of prose and poetic selections from the memberé, was
read for the members by myself, acting as the editor'
of the mgnuscript journal. The most prominent
contributors to the debates were Bulmer Hopson,

D. McCullough, Sean McGarry, Sean McDermott and Alex
Lynn.

After a few months in the Club Bulmer Hobson asked
me to join the Irish Repﬁblican Brotherhood, but I told
him that I felt much too young to join such a body. It
was then I realised that The Dungannon Club was
controlled by the I.R.B. organisation.

One of the functions of the Dungannon Club was
an annual visit to the Bridge §f Finea in Co. Cavaﬁ to
commemorate +the deeds of Myles the Slasher. Speeches
were dellvered there by selected speakers, such as

Bulmer Hobson and Denis McCullough. Another acfivity

was the publlshlng of anti-British recruiting literature.

In one of the British Army recruiting drives in the

Glens of Antrim it was found that, as a result of our
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propaganda, only one recrult was obtalned there, and to
- .our amusement we heard that thls potentlal recrult was
.lame.: B | _ .

Durlng 1907 I was 1ntroduced to Slr Roger Casement
in Bulmer Hobson's home, He dlscussed w1th me the latest
'book by- Lord : ; A.i: of Waterford on Irlsh outrages,
‘l'alleged to have been perpetrated on the sa1d Lord
i'lby the Irlsh people. Sir Rocer 1nformed me that a legal

'frlend of his was of the oplnlon that these outrages were -
;arranged by the Lordly author hlmself das anti- Irlsh |
:_propaganda when he had alleged he found. bombs in his

" flower pots. I may add in reference to Sir Roger

) 'Casement that in 1912 a paper was publlshed called

"Irish Freedom™ in, whlch Sir Roger Casement - under '
an assumed name - warned the Irlsh people of the comlng‘

: world war, whlchplnformatlon was treated, at the time,

i .
o

as far—fetehedf‘- -
Another activity of the Dungannon Club was the .
procurlng of a horse- drawn 1orry for use as a platform -
for speakers in‘the Falls Road area Belfast. The :
| usual speakers were. Bulmer Hobson, Denls McCullough and
'_Sean Mc Dermott. | |
Ladles were also attached to the Club. the most‘*
'promlnent belng Mlss Bridie O'Farrell ‘a natlve of Coupty
Kllkenny, two Mlss O'Boyles, sisters of John Ot Boyle,.'
and Miss Brannlﬂf.‘ Mlss,O'Farrell was always present
-at'outdoor meetings. | - B o
oﬁ a few occasions speakers from'tpe-Dungannoﬁ
Club debated with supporters of Joe Devlln M.P, &at
;hls H. Q. the pollc1es of phy51ca1 force versus
constltutlonallsm. Although the Dungannon Club
-speakers made effectzve contrlbutlons on behalf of
- the pollcy of phvs1cal force as the only means of
acquiring Irish freedom the OppOSltlon, far from

bel"lg Dorsuaded to chancre tnelr methods , were



| (5)

violentlyfhostile and oersonal in their‘degating,methods;
The Devllnlte opp051t10n in these debdtes were men of
mature years, and, as a result Bulmer Hobson was
strongly of oplnlon that no converts to the pOllCY of
phys1cal force could be made amongst grown-up men andi
he encouraged us all.-to- concentrate on attracting the
youth to our memement. . ‘

Jim Larkln arrlved in Belfast in 1907 and organlsed
a Labour movement 1n whlch for the flrst tlme, Cathollc
and'non-Catholic'workers unlted. This may be descrlbed.aS-
the first seeds of ‘what was 1ater known 2as the Irish
Transport WOrkers' Unlon. So successful was he that even the:
R.I.C. were 1nduced to go on strlke.— The eutnorltles.
became alarmed and endeavoured to break up the solldarity_
galned by Mr. Larkln by 1ntroduc1ng sectarlanlsm 1nto.

the strike, This was done by dellberately placmng large

-foroes‘of Brltlsh.soldlers in the.Cathol;c Falls Road

area to incite the people. ' The tension created resulted '

in rioting and three people received fatal wounds from'

the shots fired by Brltlsh tT00pPS.

Mr. Larkin was eventually 1nv1ted to address the

members of ‘the Dungannon Club. He spoke at some length

‘ aboht the prior,necessity of organising Labour and )

1nszsted that this was more important at -the time than

-organlslng for Irlsh freedom. The meetlng was very small

- and not more - than from twelve to elghteen people were.

present llstenlng to hls address. Each member present
brlefly but effectlvely reolled to hr. Larkln‘s

arguments, and p01nted Out that the acqulsltlon of the

- freedom of Ireland was a much:larger and Va.more 1mportant'

problem to be solved than the organisation of workers for
better social conditions. The members of the Dungannon
Club earned very modest 11ve11hoods but they were conflrmed in t

the view that the questlon of freedom was more 1mportent

‘ than better soc1al COndltlons. When Mr. Larkin was leav1ng

the premlses he was obviously amazed at the ability and

]
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knowledge of Irish affairs displayed by the speakers.

His final remark was that it was the most remarkable

| meeting he had attended in his whole life.

In connection with Dungannon activities units of

the.Royal Irish Constabulary's plaih clothes police were'

‘constantly watchlng the mowements of members before and

after meetlngs. On one occasion two of these plain
clothes men ventured to the top of the unllghted stairs '
to listen to,the proceedings outside the closed door.
They were quickly discovered by Seen McDernotf who
threatened to eJect them physically 1f they refused

to clear off the prem:LseLa which they dld ‘

The bungannon'Club eventually merged into the National:
Gouncil, which was Mr. Arthur Griffith's organisation. The .
National Copncil's programme aimed’at getting_back to the
position obtaired by the old Irish Parliament of 1782,
i.e. a Parliament.of‘the Irish Lords and Commons giving
ellegiance‘to'the King“of.Englahd.‘ ?he Dungannon Club
programme,_howevey,[aiﬁed at an Ifish Republfc with |
complete freedom from any allegiance to English:royalty,
but it was felt that those two comparatively small |
organisations could easily merge‘their progremmes on
matters National. ‘ ]

At the start of.phe Freedom_Club‘movement in .Belfast
my time was largely devoted, in the evenings, to studying
for the teaching profession, and I have no'fecoilection of
the various mergers that took place at this time. During
1909 and 1611 I was in the De La Salle Tralnlng College,
Waterford.

From 1911 to 1913,‘wh11e teaching in Belfdst I was

engaged in G.A.A. and Gaelic League act1v1t1es, and shortly

after. the Volunteer.movement was formed in 1913 I joined

the Belfast Volunteers.
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Theee Battalions . of Volunteers were established .

“and about 3,000 men;paréded week;y,-end'were drilled and
instructed by ex~British soldiers'injthe G;A.A. park. in .
. Belfast. I was.a member of "F" Company, lst West Battalion.

~A large number of the Volunteers were supporters of the

Irish Parliementary-Party.

The driving force behind the Volunteer movement .came

~from the very small minority of beople who believed in

physical force methode for achieving Irish freedom. The
Constltutlonallsts, represented by the supporters of the
then-known Irish Parllamentary Party, became anxious about
the increasing hold that this young phhsrcal force body_

was exercising over the minds of their supporters. To

'malntaln thelr 1nf1uence over the Volunteers the Irlsh .

Party bought them a conslgnment of Italian rifles of
ancient make for ‘which no ammunition could be obtalned.
They looked ﬁell, howevér, when used-on_parade. ‘
Late .in 1914 Mr. John Redmond, M.P. leadeof the
Irish Parliamentary Party, made a speech at.WOodenbridge,f
County Wicklow; ih which he stated that Irishmen should -
fight for freedom outside of Ireiandc Those who belonged
to the physicel force movement, dubbed Extremists by the:
Constitutionalists, were opposed ‘to this new departuré .
in favour of England, then at war. This feelinglof :
antagonism between- the Extremists and the Constitutioﬁalists
began to grow in the country and the Irlsh Party de01ded
that they, and they alone, :mre to control Volunteer- °
activities in Ireland.

© Some time in-l9&5, at the instigation of Mr. Joseph

_ Devlin, M.P., Homorary President, a meeting of the -

Volunteers. was held in St. Mary's Hall, Belfast and it‘
was obvious to_éome of us that this meeting had been
packed by members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and

Irish Party supporters generally, who were not members of
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the Volunteers. Mr. ﬁévlin spoke at this meeting and

put:a motion requesting that the Irish Volunteers shguld

be controlled by the Irish Party.. The Irish Party, he

said, represented a majority of the Irish Ppeople,both at

home and abroad. Devlin's motion was carried anﬁ caused

an immediate cleavage in‘the ranks of-the Belfast Volunteers.,

On the following Saturday when the Devlinite Volunteers
paraded to march to the G.A.A. park for drill éurposés it
was found that the 3,000 had dwindled to 1,600. On the
next Saturday the 1,600 had dwindled to 1,200. -Eventually
this body numbered 400 and s=s=m their public p#rgdeé were
disbanded. Many of these Volunteers were soon recruited
by the Irish Party into the British Army and fought in
1914=1918 War,

The physical force body,'who were in a very small
minority, gathered and held weekly drills in old military
huts at Willowbank, Falls Road, Belfast. At these drill
parades about fortﬁ-five Volunteers attended regularly.

Mr. Denis McCullough was the civilian Commander with

Peter Burns as the military @.C. Rory Haskins was an
assistant to. Peter Burns, aé well as Cathal McDowell and
Sean Kelly. We had now only the nucleus of an average
Company of Volunteers, but Section Leaders were appointed .
I was made a Section Leader.

Mr. ﬁerbgrt Pim,"a Catholic convert, had iqterested
himself in tﬁe Vdlunteer movement, and, by means o£ his
previous associations with the Junior Conservative Club

Perchase ) .
in London, made use of his membership card toAAZ Martini -4#
Henry rifles for us,with an adequate supply of .303
ammunition,wfrom Braddell's gunshop in Belfast. Although
small in numbers we were ﬁow fully armed énd our indoor
drill parades were always shadowed by members of the R.i,C.

in plain clothes.



with Patrick Pearse in the ranks.

(9)

During the year 1915 we éarried out our weékly
parades and engaged 1n a number of manoeuvres, on a
small scale, in the adJacent hills. We practlsed
rifle shooting secretly in a quaéry on the side of
the mountaln, u31ng a couple of our Martini Henry
rifles and also some old Mauser rifles which had
been preﬁiously smuggled in at Howth.

ibout January 1916, Patrick® Pearse lectured in
St. Mary's Hall, Belfast. He géve a very interesting
pictureléf the dfganising,aﬁd planning in Dublin of
Emmet during his time. He enthused us by'stéting that
we wére fortunate in having as our constant supporter
in Ameriqg_thatlold warrior, who was both hated and
feared by the British G&évernment, John Devoy, and he
paid a greét tribute to the service of John Devoy in
the cause of Irish freedom. Feeling between thé
physical force party and tha Constitutional Party in
Belfast was running high then and we found it necessary

to march back armed to our Headquarters from this meeting,

-

achwity
Volunteerﬁwas now heading. towards serious business.

Local manoeuvres were being held by Volunteer Units

throughout the country which the British military

‘authorities seemedrunable to prevent., The Dublin

Volunteers became more and more in evidence in the
streets and surroundlngs of Dublin. §bon'we were
sdvised of all Ireland Easter manoeuvres’ belng arranged
for by Headquarters and told to prepare fpr such
manoeuvres. ,

About two months before Easter 1916 we were adﬁressed
by &ames annolly at our Headquarters at Willowbank.
He spoke very strongly aﬁout-periods.in Irish history
when the Irish people had opportunities .of fighting for
freedom and did not avail of'them.. He said that the

first of such opportunities occurred when the Boer -

A hraole ogp in 18Q0, A
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The second .occurred when the World War éqmmenced_in.

191%, and the third, in his opinion, was offering.

itself in the near future.'wHe felt so strongly about
this that he sﬁated, inemy hefring, "if_fhe'Irish
people don't‘fight,then, by G--- ¥'ll got.out and

fight myself". He spoke about the.eoming Easter
manoeuqfes and he was queried as tohwhat our position
in a hostile city like Belfast would be. His advice
was to get out of the city any way we could.

On Holy Saturéey 1916 the firsﬁ detachment’ of the
Voiunteers, with which I travelled, entreined for
Dungannon, Co. Tyrones &' few weeks previaoaisly our
rifles had been sent before us to Tyrone and we
carried our bandeliers, contalnlng rifle ammunltlon,
small arms with ammunltion and haversacks which were-
covered by pur overcoats when travelling. In thls.
first detachment there were about forty'tp fifty‘men
an& Fianna Soys. " A second and third detachment

eqmpp.-;l : *
31m11arly, went later on the same Saturday to Tyrone.‘
In all about 120 Belfast Volunteers went to County
Tyrone on Holy Saturday 1916,

The 0.C. of my sectlon was Cathal McDowell and
from Dungannon we marched to a place called Derrytresk
where we were bllletted overnlght in a small building

with a concrete floor. The Fianna boys who accompanled

our sectlon gathered straw whlch they spread on "the floor .

for sleeping purposes. During the nlght I had to.
provide armed sentry patrols out of my section as
McDowell had left me in charge.

On the following morning, Easter Sunday, we

marched with our full equlpment mimus the rifles,

..to the . local Church to hear Mass. After Mass I was
-engaged for about one hour drilling my section on ‘the

roadway. Nearby was Mr. Archie Heron drllllng another.

section.
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An order then came to us to march to Cookstown.

I was not aware of, nor was I present at, any meeting

held by officers of the Belfast Battalion in Tyrone'in

regard to the countermanding order of Eoin McNeill.

All that I was told was to march my sectlon, which was

1ncreased with local recruits, to Cookstown, a dlstance

of twelve miles, and during the march I got an- 1nk11ng

that we were returning to Belfast. 1 accepted w1thout

question, this Order of my supenibr officer.

]

The march seemed to be a rather severe test of -

[N

~ the physical fitness of the men as I distinctly

remember a sidecar, during the march,-transporting a
few men who were unable to keep marching. '
Unfortunately during Sunday morning 1 became
aware of one or two Volunteers who still showed the
effects of the previous night's drinking. One of
these, en route, daringly dlsplayed his small arms
to the pollce, some on blcycles, who were accompanylng
us. When we were marching past the Cookstown RI.C.
barracks a pre-arranged rush, from inside ﬁhe‘barracks,
was made by R.I.C. men at this individual and he was
dragged from the rankk into phé barracks. For‘a
moment it looked dangerous as we all halted, grasped
our smail_armé, which were hidden in our pockets, and

prepared for any firing at our exposed position.

- .Fortunately Denis McCullough showed commendable coolness.

He called on the Volunteers to remain in their ranks and
ordered the advance to the station where we entrainéd
for Belfast. It was fortunate that a shooting encounter

was thus avoided as it prevented the British Military

" Authorities from suspecting that the Volunteers in

Dublin would begin to fight on the followiné day.




Two companlons, Seamus Dobbyn and Manus O'Boyle,!

a native of Donegal, and myself, got out. of the traln,

"with a number of parcels, at Castledawson, where we

stayed overnight wdth friends. "We were amuséd, ‘when
leaving the train, at the evddent perplexity of the
two plain—clothes policemen, Hanrahan'and-KellX, who were
uncertain whether_they should leave the train and shadow .;
us, or continue on in' the train. They remained in the
train.

The follewing day.when we-entrained at Castledawson

for Belfast the statlonmaster requested the unlformed

R. I C. man present on the platform to-arrest the three

of us, but the RIC man seémed to be aware, or suspectL
that we were drmed, as we were, and avoided us when -

we were boarding the train, A frlendly traveller. wﬁo |
remarkss, Whe=tegveifer
had heard the Stationmasters accepu the custody of our °

I

arms wh1]e on the train. . d

. We arrived in Belfast at about ll.a.m on Easter
Mondayf and asg we were walking?along the centre of thei
city.we‘saw a large detachment oE‘British soldiers
marchlng towards the Great Nortbern station fOr Dublln. .
ﬂe were: then 1nformed that a Rebelllon had broken out in
Dablln.._We were in a quandary as to what we should_do,
and we'attemped-to;get-contact-with the‘remainder of the .
Volunteers on the same day but w1thout success. |
' mn Easter Tuesday mornlng I was awakened early and i
told'that we were being mobilised, but nothing took place;'
We met in batches to dlSCUSS what was the best thlng to do.
A number of us gathered 1n one of the shops where we were

in the habit of meetlng, but w1thout any off1c1a1 orders

we were unable to decide what to do. I heard that Cathal

afshannon and Dan Brannlff on their own accord attemped

to reach Dublln by tralnb but I understand that O Shannon

was arrested at Drogheda. Lot . i

L



(13)

During the week we were waiting from day to dax-and
hoping to get an order from someone in authority, but'
the order never came and Easter Week 1916 fighting
passed without our being able to take part. :

Less thau a fortnightrafter the cessation of
fighting in Dubliu the British authoritiee made a
- general round-up of the Volunteers and their supporters.
These were‘brought in batches to Kilmainham jail'be?ore
being transferred to internment camps in England. A
large number of Volunteers were arrested in Belfast;
but, to my surprise, I was not .

Shortly efterwards I contacted some of the
remnants of the I1.R.B., which organisation I had
joined in 1915 and was a member of the Circle of
which D. McCullough was the Centre.

Owing to the arrest of the prominent I.R.B.-and
Volunteer officers in the North, I found myself
elected as leader of the units of the I.R.B. in Belfast
and shortly afterwards in charge of the I.R.B. in
Ulster. The I.R.B. had initiated and to a great extent
controlled the Volunteer movement. I became responsible,
therefore, for the re-organisation of the Volunteeﬂs
not oniy in Belfast, but also. throughout Uleter. ;i

In Belfast I collaborated with Sean Cusacu, an
ex-British soldier, and in the autumn of 1916 the
Belfast Battalion was re-established with four
Compenies,'"A" n"p", "Cﬁ 'and mpr, To enable ne te
devote attentlon to re-organising Volunteer Companles
throuﬁhout Ulster through the medium of ‘the I. R.B. organlsdtler
I requested Sean Cusack to take command of the Belfast
Battalion and I became Captain of "D" Compapy. Cusack
was of the opinion that 1 should have taken over the
command in Belfast, but I held that as he had practlcal_

. . [
mllltary experience he was-more suitable for the pést;

t

"As an oath-bound member of the I.R.B. he obeyed myfcommaﬁd.

—_— T + Cut . . -
T o o~ . ~ e e —_— e - . N




T e e et Mot it e Pl T} S }

(14)

At:the time I was busily engaged in're—ggsembling apdz
strenéthening the dislocated machinery of}thé I.R.B. :
under my control. My election és Ulster Centre of the
%.R.B. occurred about June 1916 but owing to the
disruption caused by the British wholesale arrests so@e
months elapsed before I was linked up with Dublin. The
unceasing and energetic secret activity of the leaders
-of the I.R.B. had organised the fight in 1916 which dared
the might of an Empire ! Thq epic struggle'against ‘
hopeless odds had-succeeded'in shaking the lethargy out
-of the Irish people.

Nine years of fightiné propaganda by this comparatively
small organisation was now beariﬁg fruit. So far frdm-
feeling that 1916 was a failure all were imbued with the
desire to continue the fight against the alien army
occupying the country. Our effor?s were directed towards

* reforming and expanding our armed Volunteer forces. The
I.R.B. officers were keen advocateé'df'a future Iyisht
‘Treland thgt would be self reliaﬁt and free. The mottio
was Sein Fein‘aﬁain - ourselves alone. $Side By side with
the development of the military arm they appreciated also
the necessity for weakening foreign domination in the
solial, political and economic spheres, which involved the
;rdenﬁ few in a variety of activities. j
The I-R.B. was founded in 1867. During the yeéré of
constitutional obsession its pPhysical force policy was
unpqpular with all but a select few. A new Era was bégun
in 1907 when that determined Fenian, Tom Clarkey of 1916

- [}

_ fame, was released after 14 years Penal Servitude.
- The constitution of the I.R.B. provided for one_‘
L{: representative from each of Phe Four Pfovinces of Irel‘jand,
. one from_Londoh,'one from North England.and one’ffom :

Scotland. The seven representatives co-opted four well-

known persons from the rank and file, who were usually
N !

wagtdant in Thhlin,
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‘The eleven representatives formed the Supreme Council

‘of the Irish ‘Republican Brotherhood which'was regarded

as the shadow Cabinet of the Irish Republic with its -
elected leader as President. ) :

At my first meetlng of the Supreme Council in- the
Wus reprf.ien"‘ed

< autumn of 1916 Leinster ' by Greg Murphy; Munster by .

Sean Ua Murthuile, who acted as Treasurer; Connaught1

by Larrj'Lardner, who was later superseded by Alex

McCabe'and still later‘by Andrew Lavin;‘North Englaad-

"by Neill Kerr and Scotland by Pat McCormack. In 1917

.~ London was represented by Michael Collins who acted as

Secretary to the Supreme Council. Sean McGarry was

President during my term of office from 1916 to-the

Summer of 1921.  Demmot Hegarpy, Harry Boland and

" Gearoid O Sullivan were co-opted members as was also,

I think, Seaa_MeGarry. ' | _ -
When questipned at. my first meetings about the
state of the I.R.B. in Ulster I said it would require
overhauling if it'were'to be effective as a physical
force organisation. I was later granted, on-my '
suggestion, the service of Seamus Dobbyn as a whole
time organiser for Ulster. The Supreme Counc1l agreed,
abodt 1918 to my pronosal to increase the Irish
Provincial representation from one to two, thus

- . / '
increasing the Council from eleven to fifteen members.

—

..

As all the members.were earning their livelihood one
half a province was as much as one man could properly

supervise. I thus became responssible for East Ulster,

eomprising the Counties of Antrim, bown, Armagh,

Monaghan and Cavan, and my organiser was nominated by
me as representative for West Ulster.

+ When I took charge Co.  Monaghan had ne units of

~

the I.R.B. and W01n 0 Duffy was sworn in by my organlser

- as our first member and requested when organlslng a .

Clrcle to form also a Company of Volunteers. Tnls Company

was later increased to a Battalion, then to a Brigade and

about 1920 bedame the fifth Northern Division of the T.R.A
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with O Duffy as 0.C. Eoin‘O Duffy was also County .
Centre of the I.R.B.

The I.R.B. has:been the subjeét of much criticism,
perhaps because of its secret nature, buﬁ the Volpnteef
critics were not aware.of the thousands of pounds s%ent
by its SupremefCouncii on the purchase of arms and’
equipment. Its extraordinary struéture.of ascending
Circles limited the possibility of large disclésurés,
by a member,of personnel to the‘enemy - the bane of -
other Irish organisations since Emmet's time. Onlf
the carefully selected of the Volunteérs in each area were
‘invited to ‘membershop of the wvarious Circles.~ A
Primary Cieccle in my érea néver exceeded twelve members.
The Centres of the Primary Circles in an areafbrmed a
Secondary Circle and so on to the Supreme Councilf: For‘

all practical purposes the members of ah8ircle were

 unknown, as such, to the members of ‘any other Circle

of simi;ar or lower standing. There was, however, a
limited amount of disclosure during re-election of
Centres.. This parent organisation within an organisation .
counfered mbst successfully the efforts of the British
Secret Service as éhe I.R.B. developed a high sta@dard
in Intelligence activipies to the advantage of the Irish
Volunteers. Belfast could inform, say, London at short
notice of a British intelligence move.

Scotland Yard mén-once came ﬁo‘Belfasﬁ, ostensibly -
to learn Irish, and returned after a season's tuition

using the names of prominent Belfast Gaelic Leaguers as

~an entre to the London Gaelic League; They must have

been puzzled why they were not received with open arms
in London Gaelic League circles. This obligue method
of worming their ﬁay into the Volﬁﬁteers was_nipﬁed

in the bud. - . o - _ ’
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'At‘a.meeting of the Volunteer representatives

held in Fleming's Hotel, Dublin, December 1916, I was

. elected as an Ulster member of the Provisional Executive

of the Irish Volunteers. Apart from the monthly meetings
in Duolin of the I;R.B. I had also to attend monthly
meetings -in Dublin of the Provisional Executive of ‘the
Volunteers. As a number of representaﬁives_were members

of both bodies we arranged that such monthly meetings of

. both organlsatlons did not clash.

- During the Christmas period of 1916 a large number
of Volunteers were released from internment in Frongoch,
including a number of prominent officers. On their
return it was decided to hold another Volunteer .
Convention, which took place in Fleming's Hotel, Dublin
on Easter Sunday 1917, when a more r‘epresentativeE
Volunteer Executlve was formed. I was elected as:an
Ulster rppresentatlve on this Provisional Executive, and
held office until October 1917 when the Volunteer
Executive was finally established. Mr. Sean Mathtee,
T.D., was elected to the position I had held on the
?rovisional Executive.

) In October 1918 the Belfast and East Down Brigade
was formed, comprising Belfast and East Down Battalions.

Sean Cusack became Brigade Commandant, and i became

. the Brigade Officer of Communications. This was'

regarded as a suitable post for me owing to my contacts

and my limited success during the conscription scare

perlOd in opening a cycle link of communlcatlons from

Belfast to Glones, Belfast to Derry, and Belfast to Dublln.

Thisllink was hoped to be independent of the British
controlled postal system if consCription.wererattempted.
At the time when conscription of our manhood by

the British authiorities, before the end of the 1914-18

"war, loomed closely, I insisted that if we had to

fight conscription we would fight it as an organlsed

force in the streets of Belfasﬁ.
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To do so would, in my opinion; give the lie to theknorld
that Belfast, as.far.as we were concerned, weuld'be.
aceeptea as being entirely in favour. of British,domfnation.-

. My membership of the Brigade Staff continued untll .
Edster Wondav, 1920, when I was arrested by the Brltwsh
forces and imprisoned for six weeks in Belfast jail. - 1
was released fnom jail after being on hunger-strike, and
reenmed my position as Brigade Officer.

During 1918 a watching briefi was held on the Belfast
ginn Fein organlsatlon so as to prevent thls body from
getting into unde51rable hands. “Like most of my I.R.B. and
Volunteer colleagues I was always, tfue to my Dungannon
Club trainin - Boubtful about the sincerity of most
platfofm pOlithlanS . 1t was essentlal for me to take |
an active part in the Belfast,Sinn Fein Executive meetings.
with some colleagues, s0 as to preventapossible clesh K
with the pollcy of our armed forces.- The Gaelic League
was also used as an outer cloak for inner act1v1t1es.

Owing to the comparative fewness in numbers and the
scarcity of speakers to cover North Hast Ulster during the
important Self Deﬁermination elections, 1 reluctantly
agreed to Eamonn Donnelly's urgent request to address

publlc meetlngs in Countles Antrim, Down and Armagh -

. From this until the Truce was a time of ceaseless activity

involving much burnlng of midnight oil. I found myself
attending Sinn Fein executive .and electioneering meetings
1. R B. meeulngs in Belfast, East Ulster and Dublin,
Volunteer executive meetlngs and Company parades, some
ralds for arms, transfer of munltlons as well as
shouldering a certain ameunt~of reSpensibility for the
smuggl%ng of large quantitiesref rifle ammunition to
Dublin and other parts of the country. Up to 1919 I also
taught irish once a week in a Belfast Gaelic Leagne

Branch.' N
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When warned that I was exposing myself as a shooting
target for the .enemy by remaining at my school post I
resigned from the teachlng profe551on in the autumn of 1919
and took up a pos;tlon as a traveller. This work prov1ded
me with sufficient outdoor exercise to cope with abnorma}

"~ indoor activities dn dilapidated and badly ventilated
premises, wnhich were all we could afford to rent. iu
regard to indoor drilling, each time;we.were located oy
the police we had to find other premises to emcape arrest.
- On 25th September, 1920 I went to Dublin to undergo

a week's intensive_engineering course ou'demolition for
the Voiunteers, but on the followiug day I returned to
Be}fest‘owing to the death of my brother, who wasvshot

in his home at mddnight by British forces. The latter,
I‘was soon informed, thought that they had killed me),

‘and I was forced to go-on the run.-

" This ‘cramped my activities in Belfast, and I was
.requeSted‘to'accept.a transfer from the Army to the |
Ministry of Industry and Commerce for the purpose of
organising, in my I.R.B. area, a boycott of Belfast
business-houses. Thls boycott was enacted as a law by
-An Dall, owing to the Belfast pogrom. I agreed to the
request, as I felt that my I.R.B. activities. throughout
Fast Ulster would facilitate me in keeping closer contect
and thereby help to some extent in consoiideting and
expanding Volunteer actifities in that_aree.

In one very'quiet area in County Tyrone I managed
to organise two raids on trains. Ralds on trains’ were also
‘made in County Monaghan by General Eoin O Duffy's forces, end'
Belfast goods confiscated and destroyed._ Rich Hlll statlon,‘
" in County Armagh which was an important centre for Belfast |
goods, was on my.-orders’ burned out. |

Not satisfied with the effectlveness of the Belfast

boycott I completed llsts of Belfast business houses which

were 01rcu1ated thrOughout the country for blackllstlng.

1
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The Northern Banks, which financed the'Belfast
buSiness;houses,-were custodians-pf:a large percentage
of money owned by our people."Branches of non—Northern
Eamsh Banks were opened;some Ulster towns, and many - accounts
transferred to them. Even in- Belfast a number of our
business people transferred‘thelr banklng business from

the Northern Banks to. the Munster and Lelnster Bank.

All this helped to weaken the p051t10n of the pro- Brltlsh

‘element -in Ireland and strengthen the morale of our

fighting forces. ~To stop leakages of Belfast goods,

through the'country, which. were beipg sent via

' ‘English'addresses; T went to Britain to organise S

Intelligence Committees in the North of England, London

'and Glasgow;

Whlle in leerpool I sent word through a messenger
sailing to New York to Nr. Harry Boland who was a
colleague of mine on the Supreme Councll of the I. R.B.

and on a v151t to the Clan na Gael in New York to’

‘ 1nst1tute a boycott of Belfast linen throughout the

Unlted States. This was done, and mllllons of pounds
worth of business were subsequently lost by Belfast
linen firms.. ' |

On my return -from Britain I felt that the pressure

on the funds in the Northern” Banks cpuld be increased by

banning Northern bank-notes throughout "the, country, and the

Mlnlster for Industry and Commerce, Joseph MacDonagh

1

actlng on my suggestlon, put this ban into operatlon on’

the day the English K1ng opened the Belfast Parllament.

Through a certain quarter, contact was also made w1th South

" American Companies, resultlng in the stoppage of orders

for Belfast-built ships. ° . . -

I regret to state that this effectlve economic
pressure on the anti-Irish factlon in Belfast was ended
by Michael Colfins,as a result of an interview he had w1th
Sir James Craig in Dublin shortly after the Truce

»

commenced.
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Before'the:ﬁhfortunate'CivilVWaf bfcke eut'myL; .
serv1ces were accepted by Joseph McKelvey, a Belfast
colleavue and one of the leaders of the Republlcan
?orces statloned in. the TFour Courts, Dublln. I ﬁas,
;however, unsuccessful in. my attempts'to contact him
in the Four Courts when hostllltles began.,’-

Through James Mulholland who was a member of . the
Republlcan Intelllgence Branch I acted as Intelllgence
Officer ‘at the request cf,Mlchae}ICarolan,-who was:O.C{-?
I ccnt?hued«as”such:until the‘Cease Fire 6rder was

given.
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