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STATBSENT BY JAIES WAL, BOHERBEE, TRALEE,
COUNTY KERRY.

1 Joined the Irish Volunteers in Trales in 1914.
I was then sbout 16 years of age. Nothing of importance
happened for a good while. We were mainly drilling end
undergoing training of‘var;ous kinds. 1°do ngt know
anything about phe SPI}t betwean the gedmondites and the
Irish volunteers. I cgntinued memberspip of the ‘
orgagisation - nA" ompany, No.l Batgaliop-- At that time

williem Farmer and & man named slattery were the two officers
in charge of the Company. At the time I Joined the Irish

Volunteers I was se;ving my time at the Kerry Mo tor Works.
Some time beforp Easte? Week 1916 Mrstin gtack told me that .
T would be wanted for important business especially when
I was able to drive. At the time he told me this, I was
thinking of leaving Tralee to take up work elsewhere and he
sugges?ed that I should mot leave. Ve had Dpills twice &
woek - Wednesdays and Sundays. The last drill was held on
Wednesday of Holy wWeek in the usual way. Anstin stack headed
all our Parades. I was an ordinary volunteer at this time
and T 4id not know what was actually going to happen. Somme
time on Good Friday I heard that Anstin Stack had bveen arrested
and there were rumours around the town that men had been
captured arouwnd Bann& Strand, but who or what they were 1 4id
not know. Whilst I cannot actually remember, I have &n idea
thet some time on Good Friday eveninE?were all called to a
parade at the rink. 1 cannot remember what happened at this
parade but I think that there was & meeting.that night by the
officers in charge of the battalion whilst we were there and

that the meeting was called to consider if steps could be
taken/
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taken to rescue Stack. we were armed on this parade but
nothing unusuzal happened that night as far as 1 can remember.,

About mid-day on Easter Saturday I saw & prisoner belng
escorted by & big number of R.I.C- men through the town.

They were walking and were going towarads the rajilway station.
I waés standigg in The Mall at the t.ime tallging to & Mr. J.
King and we commented on the fine appearance of the man who

was taller than. any of the R.I1.C. men. _He wore & beard.
I had no idea of who the man was. There was no notice taken

by anybody and they passing through the town. That was mid-day
on gtur@ay. I had ho idea of who\ﬂle man was until some time
later when I meb m3t1_n Stack in Richmond Barracks, qulin,
where we were both prisoners. He then told me that the man

I had seen was Roger ca‘semgnt. ‘mthing else happened on
thsat Eastex: Saturday por did':[ hear_of_ wpat was happening
until Easter‘mnday morning - some j;im? early in the morning -
when Mr. P.J. Cahill, who was next in command to stack, sent
for me. I retumed to the rink to Mr. Caehill and he was in
the company o:g a man whom I was'told afterwards was Captain
Monteith. This would be about 9 a.m. Both Mr. Céhill and
captein Montelth then addressed me and mstrupted me to
proceed to Limerick and get there fair or foul. They told

me to commandeer & car from the Kerry Motor Works where 1 was

working and to deliver a verbal message to a man named Wall .
in Limerick who, I understood, was an officer in the wolunteers

there. The message was to the effect "Fould the Limerick
Volunteers come on to Tralee and collect &ll the voluateers
on the way or would the Tralee volunteers come on to Limeprick,
or what were they going to dow. ] commandeered the car from
the Kerry Notor works and pméeeded to Limerick via Listowel.
I was on ny own. TWhen I got into Listowel town and on

reaching/
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reaching The Square I saw two R.I.C. men coming on towards
me in a great huryy and putting up their hands for me %0 stop.
I glowed down a i1ittle bvit and, just as I was nearathem, I
accel erated quicklgﬁﬁnd passed them by and around the corner
on the road to Limerick. As I was passing_the% tried to JumpP
on to the car. At the time I thought it peculiar that they
should try to stop me and I could not make out how they knew
I was coming and I have not found out since. I pushed on
and got into Abbeyfeale where px_'act;ically the same thing
occurred to me there but I got plear. One of the R.I-C. men
hung on to the car for a good bit bgt_gventually he jumped
off and BVentual}xLI pogt?nged to Newcastlewest. Approaching
N;wcastlpwest I saw & poligemgn armed down on one knee with
a rifle pointed in my direction with another roliceman standing
by his side with his hand up signalling me 10 stop. Aout
20 yards behind him again another policeman had me covered
atso and a third man in-position behind him again. 7T saw
I had no chance of getting through and I pulled up the car.
The police searched me and the car thoroughly and then
escorted me to the police barracks. They brought me out again
to bring the car_inbo a Resident Magistrate's place. I &.
not know his name. They kept me in the barracks for two days.
They did mot know who I was. I said my name was Laide. They
asked me where I was going and J said that I was going to see
some friends in Lime;ick. Eventually thgy found out my name.
Before I left, I remember a telegram coming to the Head
Constable when I was in Newcastlewest and the tel egram was
read out; "foo dangerous to send prisoner to Tré&lee. Send him

to Limerick® and when I heard that I thought there was fighting
going on in-Tralee. That was Easter Monday when the

telegram/
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telegram arrived. T was shifteq to I_.ix_n_erick on-Easter
Monday night and Rro_ught to Limerick .:fail. The only
political prisoner there when I arrived was Sam windrum
with whor_n I became f.rien@ly. ) _I q:‘.seovered. _then that he
was t'he driver of the second car that had taken the party
to velentia on good Friday night, the other car being
driven by Tom McInerney and which went over the pier at
Ballykissane. The followirg day I saw the two Brennams,
Michael and Fetrick, being brought in.  Prisoners came
in gradually until tgpre were avout twenty o; us there.
That was auring Easj:er Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Some
day that _wee_l-: we were remoyed_to Richmond parracks, Dublin,
and 1 wasa hgndcuf?ea tg'_Sam windrum on the way up. ©Om our
way up I saw Misbin,Stack a prisomer at Limerick station
and Joe Malinn was with him. Stack signalled to me with his
finger to his mouth to keep silent. We errived at Richmond

parracks, Dublin, and we were 8ll put into the gymnasium
in the barracks. We were there about three days during which

time I had several conversations with steacik and others.,

One of the first things he said to me was; “"§hat do the

Tralee peoPle thiﬁk of me now®. I said °1 do no?. know because
I was arrested a short time after yourselfw., e were keDt
handcuffed to one another all the night of arrival until the
following day. Stack then told me that the man I saw
arrested in Tralee was sir Roger Casement and that he got a
great surprise when the Head Constable told him when he was
arrested that they had a prisoner and that the pollce were
under the impression that the man was Casement, I said to
him "If you knew that casement was coming in there why hadn't
you l;len with tents pitched outside in Banna;'. He sald "I khew

he was coming but I did not know he was coming to Banna"; He

said /
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said he thought he was coming into Cléare. The reason

T mentioned about having volunteers in tents at panna Strand
was becanse I knew that this wguld ward c_)ff suspicion and
would afford protection for Casement's arrival. Some time
later on t{zat evening ?;:lngrum an&‘m:v:self were walking arcund
the gymnésium when a Bpitiah soldier put his head out through
a small sl_ide in a door_anfl sk_louted. out_ n?addy, there 1s
going to lge no more _fe_xecutionaﬂ apd I sé@d_ "How do you knoww
and he sald " order from the Home Secretary. 71 went along
and told stack this and he would not believe me so I brought
him_ aloqng to the? door w!_lera thepsoldier was and I knocked
again and he said "fon'y do thatm and 1 asked the soldier to
repeat what he sa:l:fi‘a while agoﬁéborut the executions. The

so}dier repliedtyves, there are to be no more executions - an

—_— aa— -

order from the Hbme Beci-e-_taryﬂ. ) _After thi*_s I thought gtack

was &8 changed man and that he became more active and happier.
We were then transferred to wakefield Jail in a cattle boat.
Windrum was released from_ Wakpirield short:ly fafter we arrived.
One day, shor_t‘:ly after our arrival, as our cell door; on the
first floor were belng opened and waiting for the warders

I looked dpwn into the mainkhall and saw a number of prisoners
wearing their own clothes being brought out from their cells.
There was a warder standing in front of my cell looking down
too and he turned around and saw me and said to me "Isntt this
a queer worldm®. I said "Who are they down theret 'h:[e said
“conscientioué objecgors;'. nwThose fellows are put in thers,
ﬂe said, because they refuse to fight for their own country
and they will be paid for it and I believe you fellows are
put in here becaéuse you tried to fight for your own country

without any pay. I believe you have to buy your own rifies
and ammupnition. It is & queer, Quser worldw, About 25

prisoneps”



pri soners from Tralee arriged-fibot}t three weeks later.

After a couple of mont{xs we were ?ransrerrc_ed to Fyongoch.

It was here I met_ Tomnie Mcxnerpey. I beca{ne_great

friends with E[bmmig whilst at Fr?ngoch and he told me the

story of the drownings at Ballykisséne. His account of

it to me was that he was driving the first car and that

Sem windrum was ri_gh!:- behind driving the second car and

the lights from Sam's car were reflecting on his windscreen

and MoInerney deé}défi to drive away from him s as to avoid

the light being reflected on his windscreen. Some time

later he felt that he had tacen the wrong turning and he
said to one of the Passengers "y§e are on the wrong roadw

"Phis seems to be & bye-roadw. ‘There was & house on the

ieft and hg @sked one of them %o go out and enquirs. _He had

pulled up thg car in thg meantime and one of the men in the

back of 1;t1e~ car said' n"Drive on. We are on the right_roaa_.

I know the roadn. He had Just gone about 100 yards in second

geér when she toprled in over the L_tieg.‘ He managed to get

out of the car and he heard a man crying for help and he swam

towards him aga. said "Come along this wayn. He hadhan over-
coat with wrenches in the pockets and he found he could not
carry on and had to 1?1; him go. He swam then to the other
side where he saw a Y1ight and he heard a man saying "Come on,
come on", you are &lright". He fainted when he heard the

voice and the man ran in and rulled him out. whilst 1 was
in Limerick Jail with sam Windrum he t0ld me his portion of

the episode. He said that during the Jjourney, when he missed

McInerney's car which was on in front, he enquired to know
if any car had passed on and was told it had not. Then he
changed his direction and went to Xxillarney. I cannot

remember/
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remember 1f he told me what’time 139 arrived 1in I:;illarney
but I remember_ that he definitely told menthat he got .

to Killarney and dumped a bag of stuff over a wall near the
town and also-pe broke a spring orf‘ji‘he road and left the

car in _hcastleisland._ He wfant_ by train-from Castleislanfi

to Limerick and on his arrival home was arrested. He did
not tell me what happened- the_pasaengpra or, if he giiq.,

I cannot remember. We were Eransferredx from Frpngoph to\
wormwood Scrubs and back to Frongoch again and released from
there .jsomét!me before (':h?i.stmas. I cannot remember the date.
Up to the ti;n_en of my—mission to Limerick &nd my §rrest,

I 4id not hear anything at all about an armed ship.

SIGNED: __vqmmdﬂ_M__
Witness:’ )ﬂ%uwy /é"’bJ ‘
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