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STATBMENT OF J.F. SHOULDICE
1st. LIEUT. F.COY., 1st. BATTALION, IRISH VﬂLUNT?LRS
- 1916,

I left home in Ballaghaderreen 1n.Mhy 1899 when 17 years of
age to join the Civ11 Serviece in London, Very soon after I
became & member of the G,A.A, and about 1901 was sworn into the
I.R.B. by either Sam Magulre or J.B. Mulecahy. DruAMCBride was
Circle Leader and among other members so far as I can tecollect,
were P,S, O'Hegarty, Sam Maguire, J.B. Mulcahy, M.S. Hunt and
Con Collins. There were sbout a dozen in the Circle. I do not
recollect the name of the Circle which usually met.in Chancery
Lane. Dr, Mark Ryan was Head Centee in London, I was transferr-
ed to Ddblin in 1907 and became attached touthe Teeling 'Circle.
I resigfzgaﬁfom the I R.B. in 1912 owing to certain diff'erences

Lotk amt" ol ll— ,@12
amongst the Leaderg\but rejoined some™t

e\aften the formation
of the Irish Volunteers,.

I joined the Irish Volunteers at the Rotundg Meeting in-
November, 1913; én@'at_the first meeting of F.Company, 1st.
Battalion aftetwardS‘I was elected 1lst, Lieutenant of that
Company. I held that rank throughout‘the Rising, Edward Daly
was Commandant and Pierce'Beaéley, Vice~Commandant of the lst.

Battalion. Flonan Lynch was Captein of F,Coy. and D.O'Hegarty
2nd. Lieutenant, They all took part in the Rlsing. Half of

" the Company were members of the Gaellc League and about one

third were members of the G.A.A

The I.R.B. were largely responsible both for the formation of
the Volunteers and for the direction og its policy which it
did mainly through the ﬁrigade,.Battalion,and Company Officers
of the Volunteers practically ail of whom were members of the
I.R.B.

Early in April,i9i6 I was informed confidentially by Harry

Boland a fellow member of the I.R.B. that the Rising would:

teke place at Easter,

I believe there was & general plan for the whole Country snd
that suoh piéo did not‘contomplate immdbilioation in buildingo
as our instruotions originally providéd for a retiral to the
Country, North dounty Dublin and Meath. Those-instroctions
were afterwards cancelled and we;woroﬁg;agféé?t&%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁm;:ﬁ1

ro-a

to the Four Courts. o BULD STAINE BILLATA 10 30y

N ; | ‘INo. WS )7 /ﬁ_‘n




N §

.7

AL 4

2.
I am not aWaré that any street manoeuvees took place before
the ‘Rising. .

Rarly in Holy Week I received instructions from Fionan Lynch
Gaptain 10 mobilise the Company on Easter Sunday. I notified the
meébers of the Company through Company HkMobilisers to parade at
Blackhall Place at 11.-a.m. on EBaster Suhday with full kit and
three or four days rations. The Gounterﬁanding order iesued
by MacNelll affected the attendance, Out of a strength of
approximately 100 about 40 between'Company Headquarters at
Parnell Sqguare and Blackhgll Place ﬁaraded. -The parade was
dismissed about 12 noon.ﬁith_instructions that they were n&t to
leave Dublin pending further orderé. The Countermand;ng Order
&aused complete disorganisation. I felt surprise and
disappointment. I made my own decision as a meﬂber of the I.R.B.
and of the Volunteers., On Baster Monaay my COmpany paraded at
the Colmeille Hall in Blackhall Street at 10,30 a.ms About one
quartqr,-namelyﬂzs/so-ﬁen, of uy company paraded mainly due, I
belleve, to the lateness of the @ecision regarding the Rising
and the difficulty of reaching all members beforé 12 noon,
However, this number was doubled during the day and the days )
following,52 members of F.Coy. actually signed the Easter Week
Roll of Honour for the Four Courts Garrison Area. The officers

of the Battalion had been in conference all day on Sunday in the

‘rooms of the Keating Branch of the Gaelic League in Nth.

Frederick St.-and it was late in the night or early on Monday
MOrﬁigg when the final decision was made to begin the Rising
at noon on Easter Monddy. I was at the Gaelic League Hail in
Nth. Frederick St. when I received instructions from my Coy.
0.C. Fionan Lynch. I sent out the Company Mobilisers immediéte-
ly to %nform all members 6f my'dompany‘tﬁ parade at Blackhall
Street at 10.30 a.m.

I would say that perhaps one-third of those who mobilised on
Edster Sunday end the majority of those who mobilised on Easter
Mbnday were aware that they were going into action. Along with

my brother Frank I joined the Battalion on its way to take up

‘the positions allotted to each company, The duty
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allotted to me b§/60mmandant Beaskey and Capt. F. Lynch was to

hold and fortify the crossing at Nth. King Street and Church St,

~and to occupy and fortify the adjoining houses and erect

barricdades. On our way to the crossing we attacked the balance
: : British : '

of a small pag}y ofALancers apparertly on their way to their
depot at Marlborough Barracks. I later learned that the main
party h&d been held up earlier in 0'Connell St?i Af'ter a few
shots from our men the Lancers surrendered and were put under

guard in the Father Matthew Hall in Church St., which had been

.taken over as an hospitﬁl. We put the horses,about four, into

Sarmon's Horse Repository in Nth. King St,

The plan was to defend the crossing from'enemy attacks coming
from British Barracks, e.g. Royal and MarlborOugh‘on the west or
Smithfield side, from military posts such as Bro&dstoné Railway
Station and the North Dublin Union on the North and East sides
and to keep the croséing open for our own forces from the Fopr
Courts, and to maintain & line of communication with the G.P.O.
Garrison.

The Barricades were bpilt with a variety of articles taken
from adjoining houses,.stores, yards etc, ( excepting necessary
articles of fﬁrniture) such as barrels, full and empty,boxes,
carts, cabs, old furniture, planks, sacks filled with sand and-
Rubble. One of the corner houses was unoccupied, it bore the
name of Reilly on the Sign Board. We removed three windows and
fortified the place with sawgks of flour and meal taken from the
Blanchardstown #ills shop on the opposite cﬁrﬁer. During the
veek itobepame known as Reilly's Fort and served as a good.sheltéi

and place of rest for the first two or

[eer
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. St. Part of ‘a house on the opposite corner diagonally from “;ilo
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three days and nlghts when it was oossible for the men on.the
barricades to get relieved., CGommunications were made through
Retlly's and an adjoihing house in upper Ghurch 3t. by borihg .
through the walls; with crowbars obtained locally, to the back

of Lenihan's Public licensed premlses and s0 on to Nth. Brunswick
Reilly's was occupied and put in charge of Prank McCabe assisted
by Maurice Collins, This House commanded the Nth Klng St. -
Smithfield side from which sniping took place and later

‘machine gun fire from armoured cars. The maln attack,however,

did not come from thie-eide but from the Capel St. side. New
cottages were in course of erection between Church St. and
Beresford St., backing on Jameson's Malt House Granary These
Cottages were manned by a group of' men under Seaw. Byrne and
the Malthouse by a small group under Frank Shouldice. The
Halthouse was used as a‘éniping post.and as Coy. Headquarters
by Capt. Lynch. _
‘ Monk's Bakery part in Church St, and part in Nth, King St. was
held by G.Coy. underrcaet N, Laffan . Comdt. Daly put some
Volunteers in charge and compelled the bakere to continue at
their work as long as the supply of Flour 1asted ‘A small
tricolour flag was mounted on a Lance captured from the British
Lanceps-at the centee of the crossing King St.- Church St. -
| The total garrison'of'my post in Reilly's and at the crossing
 was about 20 men;.about yO'in uniform. They were practically
all members of F.Cay. With‘a few from other companies of the
1st. Battalion. We had about 10 or 12 service and Carbine
rifles suitable for 303 ammunition, about 51X Howth rifles for
‘which the supply of ammunition wasAlimited; and sbout six
bayonefs.' There were asbout 3 or 4 revolvers, We had no
exPlosives'or grenades. in addition to the'rations brought
by some of the men we obtained .our suppliles of bread, meat &c
by requisitioning them‘in'the name of the Republic from local
Grocery and provision sﬁops. We were able to cook for the

first few (,
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- days in the fireplace in Rellly's, but the éooking ceased

on the last fow days wb§ueré there. Two members of the
unit did the cooking. The meals generally consisted of
rashera‘and'eggs and tea and stew. _ |
Battalion Headequarters was at first éituated‘at.St. John's
Convent in Nth. Brunswick St, and later 1n the Four Courts
Building., The latter was made H.Q. when 1t wag consldered
no longer feasible to retire to the country via North
County-DUblin as was, I uﬁderatoog,.originally intended.
Father Matthew Hall was & first ald station primarily

but was also used to detain prisoners and suspected spies.,

‘I do*n't know if it was ever used as a H.Q.

Some of our first activities were to regulate the

Ihuhdredé of people who came clamouring for bread to Monkds

Bakery in Nth. Kimg St. in the early part of the week.
Most of the city bakeries had been closed down by Tuesday
and a nﬁmber of people-from outside arees came to Monks's.
dn Monday and Tueadhy a good numbef of the loqal residents,
eapeciélly those who had ralativﬁs fighting for Englend in

the European War, were very antagonistic and their womenfolk

,eepeéially made our fight none the easier. However, we

gradually got the sympathy or, if not, the respect of the
great majority of the people when they saw for themselves
that we were conducting the Rising in a fair and clean

. manner and with such small numbers égainst the might of

England. On Monday evening and night we had .quite a busy
time with returning race-goers aﬁafhdliday makers who
were unable to gat along by the main route via the Quays
to O'Connell Bﬁtﬂgﬂ etc. They were mostly in a state of

panic and anxious to get through.our barricades at the .

‘éroséiﬂé to their houses as épeedily!aa possible - a few

were inclined to be obstreperous at being held up and
wanted to know what it was ell about. _

The fighting in the early part of the week mostly
congiated of snlping from slevated poaitionallike the top
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of the Malthouse, the roofs of Reilly's and adjoining
houses at the érossing where our mén had somernarrow
escapes from enemy snipers. Bullets Spattered,found
the chimneys of Reilly's Fort where some of our snipers
'ﬁncluding Tom Sheerin, William Murphy, MichaelﬂO'Kellf
etc, were busy snliping enemy posts. The roof tops soon
got too hot for our men who were forced t&'come_down .

On Wednesday the ‘Linenhall Barracks to the ﬁpck of |
Monk's Bakery off Coleraine St. was taken by Chptain
.Denny Q'Callaghan of A.Coy. with some of his men and
some from G,Coy. The garrlson consisted of'dbout 20
British soldiers of some non combatant department of theat
Army who surrendered and were taken to the F;ther Matthew
‘Hall and kept prisoners there till near the end of the = <
~week., The barracks were afterwards set on fire by

O'Gallaghan'soman and burned fiercely for a few days.

The fire spread to Messrs, Moore and Alexander's Chemical
works and they were soon,a mass of,flameﬁ. Captain
Laffan procured a hose from the North Dublin ynion and
with some men from G.Coy. and my own Coy.wd proceeded

to save the adjoining houses and protect our firefighters

from possible attﬁck by enemy forcea._ The fire was i
eventually got under control or burned itself ocut. The
barracks were completly burned to the ground, The whole
of that night and following nights were as bright as day
in the area of Nth. King St. and the adjoining streets.
when the fire was at its haiéht. -

On Wednesday night Commandant Daly contemplated with
other officers the advisability of mak&hg an-aitack on <i..:
enemy forces in Capel St., who had been actively sniping
our ﬁarricades. Owing tc the brightneés of the streets
all rdund'from the Linenhall barfaﬁks fire and our small
numbers, the projectwwas abandoned,

On Thursdéy the British military were being strongly
increased in numbers and‘aeveré attacks by rifles and

machline guns weré directed on our dbarricades which were
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strongly defended, Thursday night and Friday the British
militaiy adopted breaking through tactics from house to

house to reach our position. One open attack was made on
dawvn .

\Shturday nprning on our barricade facing Bolton Street.
The atﬁacking_party numbering 12 or 15 meeting with a hot

. reception from this barricade rushed into Beresford St.

about 50 yards up Nth. King St. on our right from the

crossing. This was a veritablc death trap &s there was

another barricade unmanned about 10 or 15 yards in but

covered by our men who were holding the partly built

cottages backing on to Beresford St., and Stirrup Lane.

This part of Beresford 8t. was also_ covered by our snipers

in the Malthouse. and between their fire_and the.fire of
the men in the cottages the military party was

‘practicaily'wiped out, This was an opportunitj to get

some badly needed rifles and emmunition for our men which
was promptly takan'adrantage of and ebout a dozen Lee

Enfield Rifles and about a hundred rounds of ammunition

fell 1nto our hands, ’ The most of ‘the rifles were found

to have been shattered by the Volunteers' fire and were

consequently useless. This finished the open_attacking

by thermilitéry who continued thelib tactics of breaking

through the houses. 4Attacks by machine gun and rifle

‘fire on our barricadea became more intenaive from the

3Capel-st.'andbSmithfield ends,

The barricades facing

\both -ends became untenable for our men who fell back into

Reilly 8 Fort which commandedpart of Nth. King Street'

facing the ‘Bolton St. or Capel St. end.

Throughout (ke

Friday night and Saturday morning the gunfire was;
| k

P

ractically continuous wo'sustainad casualties at»the

crossing losing a few who were killed outright and a

number wounded.

-Volunteer Patrick O'Flanagan of C coy.,

who was one- of our defendera, was sent out for ammunition
1 il

I
:

i
1
T
+

t? Father7Matthow Hall or wherever he could obtain it i:

w?s, on his rcturn, shot fatally coming into Reilly's.
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The military had, about déybrqak on Saturday, reached Upr,
Church S8t, through the houses at the back of Nth. King Stid
and were commanding Reilly's from that side, Some of them
Were sllenced py our fire but they kept ﬁp their

reinforcements, Our supply of ammunition was becoming

. exhausted and a number of our rifles were getting jammed

with the continuous firing. Great difficulty was <~ -
experienced in getting supplies, Some of our men who were

sent out from Reilly's for ammunition failed to return.

. it .
: Probably the supplies were not avallable, buqﬂwaa not an - .i

- easy matter to get in or out. of the building owing to

. erossfire from the Bolton St. and Smithfield ends. and

 from the back of Monk's Bakery ( Mow held by the English

. m;litary) in Upper Church 8t. - This was the position

)
\
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from about daybreak to about 9 or 10 a.m. on Saturdag
Morning.
Through death, wounds and 111neagénd, I may add,

exhaustion after neamly two days of continuous defence

| " of the position, our little garfisonnhad been reduced to

7 or 8 wearied—-out amnd almost stupified men, some_of us
with practically no sleep since Wednesday. With no rest
possible, ammunition nearly gone and no sign of
reinforcemehts, a consultation was held by the remnant
left of.us, about 10 or 11 a.m, when a 1lull came in the
attack it was decided to fall back to the next barricade
in Church St. ( near Father Matthew Hall) which appeared
to us to have -been vacated as no activity was digcernibie
there., Well;ned up in.the window shop front of Reillyis
anduat a given signal all dashed together écnoss‘the.

‘fire-swept North King St. and reached Father Matthew Hall

‘barricade. After getting in touch with Viee.,Commandant

Beaslail and Lt. O'Hegarty it was arranged that we should

H
1
'
]

T

have some hours rest. Subséiugntly some of the officers
decided to get fresh men to retake Reilly's and the

crossing, but without success as-the enemy had cbtained
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a strong footing and resisted the attack in qhich one
Volunteer was killed and a few wounded.

Bater in the day,iparhaps about 2 or 3 p.m., it was
learned that negotiations were on foot for a conditional
surrender and about 5 or 6 p.m. instructions came through
from the Four Courts that we wérelto return there and
surrender as directed-by our Commanding O;ficer,comdp.
Daly, It was then -ascertained that the surrender was
unconditional whiqh put us all in a very depressed aygte -
knowing that we would meet with very little mercy from
our old enémyk Nevertheless there ;as a feeling of pride
amongst ﬁs that_we defied the might of England fof a
whole week..

That Saturday evening, about 7 o'clock, after the
surrender of our weapons, the members of thé Four Courts
garrison Area, excluding the men at the Nth. Brunswick St.
end who had been cut off from the main body, ﬁere lined
up under a.strbng force of military. We were maiched of f
via Capel St, and Parnell St, to the Rotunda and put
inside the'ifon railings on the grass plot in front of
the Hospital, We Qere joined there by a nuﬁbbr from the
G.P.0. Garrison amongst them being Tom Clarke and Sean
MeDermott. The trials we had to undergo were beginning.
¥Wewere keﬁ% throughout that night until the Sunday
morniné following ori this confined space. The conduct of
tha‘ﬁilitary officers in éharge of us was most aggressifa
and insulting, but there was no redbess - a few who
protested were hit with the but& end of rifles or pricked
with bayonets. One of these officers was an Irishman, but
he met his deserts I belleve some years afterwards during
the Black and Tan regime, We were marched off sbout 8
or S am to the Richmond Barracks neer Kilmainham, Our
route was through 0'Connell St., an@ the Quays. The
appearance of O'Connell St, and the G.P.0. ~ what was

left of it - was an unforgettsble sight. From the G.P.O.

to 0'Connell Bridge on bogh sides of the street the



Y

T

10. _

buildings were mostly burned out; a‘nuMber of”fhem werel
8t11l smouldering, slso a good portion of Lr. and Middle
Ebbgy St. The bodlies of some civilians,shot during the
week webe lying about also a few horses about O'Connell
Bridge.. . The heart of the cify preaente&-a pilcture of”’
utter desolation. R

- At Richmond Barracks we were tpordughly_agéﬁched and
.personal belongings, such as cash, watches and anythingl
of value. were taken and, go far as I am awafe, never
returned, We wewe marched into the Gymnasium where G.
Divieion (Dqteétive wembers of the D.M.P.) got bus¥y
sorting out the "black sheep" or- those known for their
préminéhoejin the Volunteer and National movements and
put on'one side of the Hall, I was one of that number,
We were taken to another part of the Bapracks‘aﬂd during
the days following were joinéd‘by other marked men from
Dublin and the provincea; The main bod&.of ﬁhé prisoners

- were deported that evening or neit ﬁorning‘to'rrongoch

and Stafford Detention Camps in Briteini The selected
men were tried before a Field Courtmartial of British

 Gommand1ng Officers and were brought before the latter

singly or in twos on different occasions during the week.

During that time we had to take our rest on the bare

floor as there was no seating accommodation of any kind

and we had to sleep as best we could, The trials were

_obviously a farce, A young British soldier who was a .

prisoner in the G.P.0. swore that he saw Con. O'Donovan

and myself ( we were tried together) in the active

fighting in the G.P,0. Con was in the Four Courts and

I was in'Nth, King 8t., Church St, Areé the whole week.,
The G.men{detectives ) ﬂpraall practical purposes were.

the Judge and Jury as they were?pqgéent through the whole

time of the trial and identified us for the Courtmartial
Officers and no doubt gave our characters according to
our prominence in the national movements so far as they

Knew them prior to Easter 1916, A few years later most
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' of these batectives, inciuding'ﬁmitﬁ"Hoey,&é; peid for

theae activitias with their lives; O'Donovan.and myself

‘and others were ‘taken to Kilmainham Jail about the Friday

following the surrander. We were put into the cells of

7‘Ma111n and Ceannt, on the 3drd. floor, who were, aetually

being taken down to the ground cella that evening prior to
their axecution-at dawn on ‘the following morning., We
gaaldfnot aay but‘tha.same fataiawaitedaus. _Every
morniné'at dawn for the faw days I was datainad-thare i ;wha
was awakehea;by-the'axeputions¢of two-or-thrae.of-the

leaders -at & time. We were in doubt as to dur own fate

.. until the following Monday or Tueaday‘when‘an?pffiaer came

along to our cells and read out ouf,sehtanéeaﬂ Mine was

"that I was sentenced to death — a pause — but the Officer’

p?eaiding at the courtmartial had commuted the sentence
to 5 years Penal'Servituda“ . That was some relief though

at the time I was prepared for anything after the

' executions of our comrades and leaders, and our experiences
.gince the surrender. The day, 8th. May probebly, following
- our aantenceé, about ‘20 or 30 of us were removed to

: Mountjoy Prison and a sorry sight we were, unkempt,

unshaven, no changa of~c10£hes since Eaater_Manday,
sleeping onfflaqquc.v It was like home in Mouatjoy_where
we had a comﬁlate change of ciothing, artar aahd% bath,
even though the clothes were of the prison variety, they
wera'clean,_and'wa had a bed to lie on, also regular meals
Fhough'or:praaon diet, The warders were gene#ally humane
and reasonabla,unlike‘oar miligary guards, though a few of
these were not bad Wheh_it'was:posaible to.br;be them

with a few ahillihga Various'rumours were afloat in the

- "Joy" as to where we were to be sent for our terme of

Penal Servitude, some to the effect that we-were to be

sent. to the Wastern Front to make trenches £111 sandbaga,

LY

&c, - %bippedto Tasmania, West Indies, &c. After a week .

- in Mountjoy a batch of 12 of us including DeValera, Harry

Boland, Jack McArdle Con O Donovan, Frank Lawlesa, Jim

O'Sullivan, &C. were marched off undar military agcort
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and put on board a cargo vessel at the'north wall and

locked below decks until our arrival in Holyhead. There

1 saw Diarmuid O'Hegarty, a fellow.officer of F.Céy.

We learned that he was released on his way back to Ireland
; .

. .= lucky devil-, It appears that Diarmuld was taken to be ¢:

another prisoner of the same name who had been wrongfully
. arrested and deported and whose release had been ordered.
After leaving Hollyhead we boardedda train taking us

southward and had nc idea where ﬁe were bound for. The

military guard said they did not know either, which was
probably trué.

Anyhow we eventually reached Dartmoor

where we started our terms of 1mpri§onmen£'as eriminal

convicts which made further history subsequently in the
fight of the 1916 Rebels,

"At Richmond'Barraéka after the surrender I had some

conversation with Sean McDermott and Sean McBride who

were quite satisfled with the fight made during the weeke.

R

- They expected death after the trials but were guite

 cheerful about the prospect. I met Kent and Mallin at

Kilmainham on the night before their executions. Both

{were fully resigned, and happy in fact, awaiting their
fate in the morning.
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