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26th- June T948

The Secretary . :
Military Historical Bureau -
Weegtland Row ' \\% %
Dublin, . N g
R S

A Chera, '

memfoast 0 T

el .

In reference to the recent appeal of the Minister For Defence
88king members of the public to send any relevant information of
possible interest to vour Bureau perhaps &a record of the follow- .
ing perhaps unique episode may be corsidered worthy of consider-
gtien W vour Burean, I give the story without comment. &
cursory glance at eertein directories of the time vill establish
the identity of some of the people mentioned and egrroboration
might possibly be sought from one or two of those still 1iving,
©42,, the then Catholic Chaplain {or rather the Acting Chaplain, ,
the fhem Curate in Murlog, Lifford, Diocese of Derry) of the Countby
Donegal County Infirmary, Lifford, _ :

One afternoon during the Black-and-Ten period; & lorry of
Black-and-Tans wewe ambushed a short distance friom Glenties, Co,
Donegal, con ghe Ardars Road, One Black-snd-Ten (nemed Dev{na
Trom lenchester, I think) was wounded and wag loter conmveved to
the Domegal County Infirmary, Lifford, where 4n the course of
a dey or 2o he -died. He wmg buried in a loecal cemetry,
On-the day following his funerel, I wee in  the Infirmery
attending en ordinary meeting of the Committee of Manarement of
which I them hapnened 4o be a member, After the meeting ' the
then Matron of the Infirmeyr, e Mies Hesslin ( who wms a wmalative
of reveral nriests of the Raphoe Diccese) told me in easval con-
versation the following story of the fumeral of that Blaeck~and-Tan:

The funeral 0 a local ecemetrv weg attended. . bwr the following neonlse
only:~ The Mother of the decenmged {am Fnolishwoman), e lady
companicen,” the Matron four policemen and The Chaplain,

-

Vhen the grave weg sToRed in, the Mother of the deceaged man
addressed the 1ittle proup at the graveaide ag followe: -

_ ) .
"I want the Irieh people to know that I°4id not send nrr

som on this mission to Ireland and that I forgive the peonle

w0 shot him, X have anotber flom, and if he came on the!smme
nission to Ireland, I should alge forgive the reonle who wﬁuld
gheot him, T have the greatent Frmpatihr with the Irish pﬁnple
and I.wiﬂh them everv succees,v | '

(According to my informetion at the time, while this voman s
hushand may have been Irish or of Irigh &escent she herself wmg

Engligh, ) i
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Yours falthfully,

Cee)
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