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4 . NAMES OF VOLUNTEERS MENTIONED BY
d) : GEORGE O'FLANAGAN.
' y
‘ Ned Daly

0/C. 1lst Battalion

Frank Fahy

p-

Joa MeGuinness Lisut. do.

Joe Reid

Quartermaster

Sean Prendergast

S8ean Kennedy ‘{(Armourer)

Marlk Wilson

Farrelly (two brothers)
Sean Howarad
_ _ Sean Flood
] ;
Peadar'clancy
Barney Mellowes

Lieut. Sullivan.
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OR\ 5 STATEMENT OF GEORGE O'FLAVAGAN

Company decided which side it would take 2t the Meplith.

| BURER® OF MILITFRKY 1IZTORY 1813-21

N AL BURS STAINE MILEATA 1813-21
- No. W.S. /37

C/COY. 1ST BATTN. Ii¥V.. i
. |

: \
I joined the Irish Volunteers in 1914 shortly after

the Howth gun-rimning. I was then 15 'years of &ga. T joined
at 41 Parneli Square. Frank Fahy (Capt.) was D{E. tﬁe Company
and Joe McGuinness (afterwards T.D. for Longfcrda, vho owned

a drapery store in Dorset Sf.,1waa a8 Lieutenant.: Other members
I recuii&ct were Joe Reid, the Q M., Sean Kenn&dm, Armﬁurer,
Sean Prendergast and Mﬂrk Wilsnn and the Brothers, Farrelly

who were provision merchants in Dorset Street. Egan.Kennady |

repaired all our weapons in a store in Dawsah,ﬂt.é I remember

bringing a shctguﬁ to him there to get a bayonet mﬁds to fit 1+
] ? L

On joining I wes issued with a membership carﬁ and L peid
3d per week Subscription. I also paid money for the purchase
of equipment., I fipally had a full uniform am.aé_ﬁipmam ,
and was armed with a Martini Henry rifle and a .32 %evolver

for which I elso paid. ' .;

We did rifle drill in 41 Parnell Sqg. with dumm% rifles.
We did open air drill in the Drumcondra and Fingles Districts
under the command of Ned Daly, inécluding route marches to

Ewprda.

I first received & rifle when we went to Limerick for a
demonstration for Capt. Honteith. I remenmber we had ?o £ight
our wey out of Limerick as the people were very huatiie and ths

police made no effort to interfere. 1

My company had Howth Mausers, shotguns, Hartini'r;fles

and revolvers. T |

|
i do not recollect attending any meeting at which the

!

I remember parading with my Company at Parnell Snuare
on RBaster Sunday, 1916. e wera drilled on the Square by Sgt.
lMajor Williams. The parade was dismissed about 5 p.m. That
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night I went %o a party at Iﬁishtown; then comin% home along
Pearse 6t. at abuuf 6 in the morning I met my bfcﬁher FFank going
into No. 196. He said "Get home quick, get ready% the time is
come, mest in Blackhail‘Placa before 12 o'clnck?.i I went home,
got an hour's sleep, dressed in uniform, got shotéun and .32
revolver and paraded in Blackhall ?1aca (in the Vé;unteer Hall)

along with my two brothers who were also in aniform. We had

rations, also iron rations, which we had gﬂrchaseﬂﬁin Lawlor'g

t
‘of Fovnes St. I had 6 rounds .32 ammunition and -about 10

cartridges for shotgun. . a
Ned Daly addressed us from a platform at one %nﬂ of the

hall and said "NWow, boys, the time has come which ﬁou are all

wishing for when you have the chance of_atrikiﬁg a %iowlfcr

Irish Freedom"., A4s well as I can remember.

i

We marched to the Four Courts at 12 noon. I wés posted with
anotﬁer volunteer at one end of_Bdw Lane with instructions to
make a barricade with all cars that came along. ﬁEEdid g80. with
trap, farm carts, motor car, etc. We remained on déty there
until 6 p.m. when we were relieved. Ihen I want:intL the Four
Courts and after a meal I was posted as sentry on & %ata of the
Four Courts which opened nn-éhurch St. The only paréon who
epproached the gate while I was there was Sesn Hnwaré with a
dispatch. I was rélievad at 6 a.m. on Tuesday morniﬁg. While
at the barricade and while on my post at the Fourfcau;ts I heard

b

nolshecting. |
| - o

I s}ept in a room in the Fpur Courts on my cost on the floor.
for a couple of hours. I then went with Sean Flood té Heathers'
on Arran Quay whafe we got underclothing for the garrﬁson.‘ Sean
Flnod-gave a written-ﬁate-nn.?nluntsar paper for ¢hem.a I wae
then with my brother posted at a window facing the Med%aal liission

in Charles St. There was some shooting from the wind ows of the

© Mission. - Some of our men threw home made hand grenades in through

the windows of the Mission. After a few hours I was relieved.
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. We had heds then in the basement and I remeined there until

- I
Wednesday morning. There was a party of Cumann na mBan in the
Four Courts. They did the coocking end attended to injuries.
| ‘ .
I went with Lieut. HcGuinness with food for people in Arran

St. There was plenty of food in the Four Douft#, mostly

[}

tinned. We also had plenty of fresh meat.

I was then posted on Church St. Bridge with Bob Carroll s
end a few more to keep a watch on Bridge St. Ilthink Peadar
Clancy wes in chartge. We were instructed not to shoot w1thout
orders. A hause on the corner of Bridge St. was set on fire.
T remained at the Bridge until 6 p.m. and then r?turned to tha
Fnur.Gnurts aﬁd got another rest until Thursday morning.

I‘was then posted at the top windows, right hanﬁ}cnrner of the
Four Courts facing the gquays. Along with me weré Bob Carroll,
Peter Farrelly (decd.), Spud Hurphy, Petﬂr_mcﬂallg, Con
Donovan and Seamus Byrne. We all had Martini Hen%':,r rifles
with 30 rounds .303 for each rifle. The windowe %sre
barricaded with ledgers, the only materisl availaﬁle. Things
were quiet for &.while and then an armoured car céme up the
quays from the direction of 0'Connell Bridge. We fireﬁ a few
ghots at it. There was also heavy firing from the?frcnt of
the building. Our fire was returned by the armoured car which

went on towards the Park. . ' |

In the afternoon we saw British troops come out of Essex
St. on the opposite side of the guays. We fired at;them. They
retaliated with machine gun fire and pushad a field}gun into
pl:tﬁiﬁinn. The first shot from the field gun hit thé top of
our winﬂuw, the sacond under the winﬂcw, the third the right
hand side of the w1nduw. The fourth hit the top of the window
and blew it away, the fifth hit the bottom and blew it away.
They cohtinued to use the machine gun and we rstalia%ed. We
were hampered as the guay walls ac%ed as & barricade ?nr them.

It got too hot for us and we were ordered to retire to the
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yard. I was posted at a barrlca&e facing the Medlcal Mission

-

with instructions to watch for a sniper in the lission. While

I was there Dinnyf

Callaghan came alcng, tonk my rifle, fired
at the sniper and killed him. During the:ﬁhqlé of my time
in the Four Courts I never éaw a single man of?ﬂurs killed or
wounded., Barney MEllDU&B igsued more ammunltlon tous. I
slept throughout Thursday nlgmt. There was neé&r any talk
gbout evacuation. On PFridey morning I was posﬁgd with Mark
Wilson snd four or five others on tGp.ﬂf a buil?ing'which mave
us full view of Church St. as far as Reilly's Fbrt at the
corner of King 8t. and Church S5t. TWe eéulﬁ sesicur men
retiring dovm Church St. from barricade ‘to barricade. Ue
kept firing-at the "Fort".tﬂ'caver their.retreaé. We remeined
in that position until Saturday morning when weimere withdrawn
We then heard there was a truce - next we hﬂardlﬁﬁere was a
surrender.

Vie were all lined up in the Four Gourts Faré.--commandant
Daly addressed us and told us that Pearse had iaéuea orders
for surrender and told us wa.had to give up our ﬁifles. We
piled them in the yard. S ome broke theifs. e rémained there
for an hour.ar two when & British officer came inL At
Commendant Daly's request he allowed us to fall in and march
out. We were taken to the Rotunda Gardens. We rémained.fhere
until Sunday morning. Ve got no food or drink. dn Sunday
morning we were taken to O'Connell St. and Eearchéﬂ and
marched to Richmoﬁd Barracks. We got a very bad r%aeptimn fro
the people.' llen fell from exhaustion on the way. {WB ngcﬂ |
for sbout two hours on . .the sﬁuare in Richmond Barrécks, man
continually falling dovm from exhaustion. . We then got a
drink of water, the first for 24 hours. The weathe% waé
very hot. Ye were then put into dormitories and gu% tinned

hard ;
beef and/biscuits. VWle slept on the floor. On Mnnﬁay
t
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we were marclied to the Quays and put in the holds

’ |
of a cattle boat and taken to Staffordshir
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