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STATUMENT OF JACK HMcGALEY, THE COURTHOUSEH,
: - TRALEE, CO. KERRY. .

PERIOD: EASTER 1916.

UNIT: TRALEE BATTALION, IRISH VOLUNTEERS.
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s . On Holy Thureday 1916, I was released fran Tralee
| S Jail, after serving a sentence of three monthe' imprisonment
' ' with hard lsbour under D,0.R.A. ' . :

Mick Hogan of Boherbee and I decided we would go for a
blt of a stroll on Good Friday. When we reached Moyderwell
Cross, Tralee, we were called by Paddy Cahill and ordered to
g0 back home and get our bicyecles and report to Michael J.
O'Connor at the Hibernian Hall, The Square, Tralee, where we
were to get instructions. Both of us were members of the )
Gycle Corps attached to the Tralee Battalion. - hen we ‘arrived
| . at the Sguare about 10.30 a.m. there were two other members

| ' of the Cycle Corps there before us, Moss Swltzer and a man
. nemed Brennan, whose christian name I cannot recall.
. HMichael J, O'Connor gave each of us a loaded revolver. He told.
j ' us we.were %o go to Banna and try and get in touch with

Austin Stack who had already gone in that direction. Hogan and
\ I went by Strand Street, Switzer and Brennan went the Arvdfert
I road and we joined up before we reached Ardfert. It would then

'} be between sbout 11.30 and 12 noon. -

: : After passing Ardfert village we noticed a few people on
i the ditches looking down towards the strand. We continued on
! until we reached the strand. We parked our bBieyeles and
! : e¢limbed one of the highest of the sandhills. - We locked all

¢: ound-but there was no sign of anyone on the strand, Hedther
Of us had ever fired a shot from_a revolver, and we ware not
00 sure of how they workeg Fe put up a bottle. and fired s
f 1€ purpose of finding out how the Weapons
We stayed there for sbout s cuarter of an. hour and
ecided to return to Tralee and report. When walking
back the Strand road to get our bleycles, I saw & man working
in & field and I called hin. I asked him the reason why the
people we passed on the road were looking dovn towards the
strand. He told me there was a strange ship in the Bay all
night showing different coloured lights, that she left early
in the morning and that anothér ship seemed to be following her.
He sald a lot of Germans had landed back at the strand and that
the R.I.C. had captured some of them and teken them to
Ardfert Barracks. g '
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; I thanked him and we ¢¥eled on towards Ardfert. On the

U main road we met two R.T, C. men from Tralee cyeling towards
Banna. As we were cyeling on the foot-path Brennan said,
"If they try to stop us, fire on them". . They did not stop us.
We arrived in Ardfert village and went in to Sullivan's publie-

. house for refreslments. fhilst there we heard that -a very tall
man wearing a beard, had been taken into the R.I.C. Barracks,
and also that a boat was in the Barrack yvard. 4ll the talk
seemed $O point to a German landing. e decided to have a look
at the boat and we crossed the road and opened the gate of the
Barrack yard and walked in. te were near the boat when an
R.I.C. man came out and ordered us out of the yard. We came
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out, got our bicyeles and cycled bacikt o Tralee. I think we
met & Tew R, I.0. men on cur way back.
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It was about 3 or 5.30 p.m. when we got back %0
Tralee. Moss Switzer and I cycled to the Rink, Volunteer
Headguarters, to report to Paddy Cshill, Wen we arrived

" at the Rink there was no senior officer there. We then went

to Paddy Hogan's for a drink and a few sandwiches. - 1 met
Danny Healy who was Captein "C" Company, Tralee Battalion,

and next in charge to Paddy Cshill. I reported to him what

we had seen and heard. He sald it was bad news, that the

most important men connected with the Volunteer movement was
captured. I said, "Is it Honteith?" and he replied, '"Vorse
still, it is Gasament" and you keep your mouth shut"... We went
back ta the Rink later that avaning. ' .

I understand cycllists were sent on other errands that

.day by  Paddy Cahill. Bugene Hogan and Jack Fleming to

Killorglin to signal to the c a r which ked over the pier at
Ballykissane, _ weut :

When spealing to Paddy Cahill sbout two years ago
and giving him the details which I have given above, he said
if he knew things were.so close that Good Fridsy morning,
he would have gone to Banna with us himself, -

On Easter Sunday 1916, Paddy Cahill gave me a verbal
message to take to LEistowel. The message was: -
"a11l arrangements for tomorrow cancelled", BEoin MecHeill., -
I cycled to Listowel and delivered.thls message to the 0/C.
of the Listowel Battalion,
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