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' Pearsa's ramarﬁs, 6,28,16

Dear Florrie:

You asked me t0 comment on Pearse's talk to
"G" Co., 2nd Battalion, I.V., Dublin on February 6, 1916, as
published iIn the "Irish Volunteer", Vol, 2, No. 63,

His purpose was, of course, self-avident, viz.:
to foecus attention of the rank end file on & definite objective
whieh was neither specified nor suggested in the I.,Volunteer
Declaration of Principles; to attune their minds to partici-
pation in an lnsurrection for the achievement of Irish
independence(secret preparstions for which were then far
advanced). '

This outspoken advocaocy of "Separation" as the
goal of the Irish Voluntesrs, coupled with his statoment
about being "called lnto sotion”, was fraught with possible
dangers: . !

Pirst, it might have lmpelled the"modsrate
gslement” on the I.V. Executive Committee to challenge openly
his right - a8 an ingividual member of thet Committee -~ to
edvocate any policy other than that laid down in the
Deolaretion of Frinciples. ;

Second, hls remarks might-have exolited the
suspicion of the British Government with relation to the
Irish Volunteer organisation, which in turn might have led
to moves by the British caloulated to wreck any plens the
Voluntgers might have had of "going into action",

Fortunately, neither of these untoward results
eventuated from thet talk: \

(1) Eoin MacNeill and his colleagues who dssired
the Volunteers to adhere to the Declaration of Frinolples
d4id not reaslise until Holy Week that Pearse and his essociates
actually contemplated an Ensurrautiun end ths partioipation
therein of the Irish Volunteers, s

(2) What with the atthtude of the Parliamegntary
Party and. thet of the vast mejority of the Irish psople at
that time, the idea of &n armed insurrection seems to have
been entirely beyond the conception of the Britisp Govt.
That Pearse's remarks on the 6th of Februpry were noted by
the British officials in’Ireland may be taken as asxiomatic,
but whatever danger the latter may hsve sensed around that

- perlod it evidently did not appear to them to be immediate.

Pearse's intimete contect with Clarke, MacDiarmsda, etc was
unknown to them. Furthermore, I'm incljned to the opinion
that they deemed FPadraig Fearse more az&ass g litgrary
visionary, and discounted his remarks &ccordingly. They 4id
not know Zmrsm Pesrse as we knew him, -

Fearse's role was g difficult one: to exhort the

Volunteers to a "seperatist" conception’of their'sxzistence,
and at the same time to allay the fears of those whose
opposition would have been serious. He wes careful to prefacs
the words "IF EVER" in the phrase: "IF EVER the Irish
¥olunteers .went into action", ang to-sdd another guslificatibon:
"It would be wrong for me to say they might SOON be cslled
into action”
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Pegrse's remarks, 6.25.16 . —

1
The subject of this talk was in sll probability
discussed in advance by the Military Counoil, at the.
ingtigation of Pearse who was a deeply conscientious man:
The Irish Volunteers were not founded nor waE the organisa-

tion.promoted.- not in so far as some of thefounjers, nor
the vast majority of the Volunteera themsselves, nor the
gaeneral public underatood, - a8 a "separatist™ body.: Yet,

we know that in pursuence of the purpose which the I, R. B.
had 'in ming for them from the baginmning, the Military Counecil
aimed &t throwing the Volunbteers en mssse into the proposed
Rising, and that this waes to be aucnmﬁliahai thragg%.tha
instrumentality o agdralc Fearse 1In 8 oapacliy of

Director of Organisation on the Irish Volunteer Staff.

This situation demended some adjustment - in so
far s 1% could be sccomplished with reesonable deBree of
safety - before the Irish Volunteers were astuslly "ocalled
into asatlion for the achievement of Irish freegom". It was
a8 delicate ungertaking, Pearse himself was, par excellence,
the man for it. He succeedsd in not alone unnvqying the
desired ides to those who were ready 0o be impressed by it,
but at same time in minimising the full end immediate
purport of hie remerks from others. Had the effort not been
esgentisl unger the circumstencea he woulg certainly be
open to censura for "Sailing too glose to the wind".

P.S. I also sgnd you herewith my promised comments En
"the Natlonal Flag" - with partiec rofsraence to
Eagter Wesk., . - i
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