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Joe Dwyer of Tralee and Terence Mcliahon of Beeshursty Tiries,

' were with me that night. We saw a large crowd of men going
towards the Rotunda, I stepped from the sidewalk and asked
one man what was on. He said they were going to the Rotunda
for the purpose of forming the Volunteer movement., I went
back to my two companions, and we decided to g0 with the crowd.

I was in Dublin on business on 25th November, 191 __-gu‘;.‘.‘

Inside the Round Room of the Rotunde we found ourselves
ongst Larkin®s men, none of whom we knew, e heard that
%4 /'ﬁ.iﬂoffey would be on the platform. Terence MgMahon was a
cOMBin of his. _I do not know if Dr, Coffey was, in fact, on
the platform. Darkin's men took strong exception to one man
on the platform, Field, I think. When he came on they threw
fog signals and put up effligies. We heard that he was at the
time supplying blackleg labour. There was pandemonium for a
. while. TForty D.M.P. men came in, things quietened down and
the meeting was on. Men and boys were selling tickets or
membership forms for 3d., When they came to me I said 1t
- would be no good for me to take one as I was from the country,
They saidg "You are the man we want", so I took one and brought
it back to Trelee two or three days afterwards.

T was attending an Irish class run by the Gaelic League
in a room in High Street, Trales. Father Charlie Erennan was
Chairman, At the next meeting of the class after I returned
from Dublin I was sittin% beside Tom Slattery, Rock Street.,

I mentioned to him that I was a Volunteer, told him what had
occurred in Dublin and showed him the membership card, At
the end of the elass he stood up and proposed that somsthing
should be done about the formation of a Yolunteer Corps in
Tralee. He mentioned that we had one Volunteer here already,
maming pe. L then t0ld them what had happened in Dublin.
Father Brennan and eight or ten others were present. 1 have
no recollection of Austin Stack being there. Denis Slattery,
head of Slattery’ s Bacon Factory, who was present, made a
speech in favour of starting the Volunteers. It was then
decided to orgasnise and call a public meeting for the purpose.

Fogwur

The public meeting was held in the County Hall less then
a week later. It was well attended and the movement was
launched in Tralee, Maurice P, Ryle presided at the meeting
and Diermuid Crean was appointed Hon, Secretary. A Company
was organised for each of the four wards in the town,
designated A.B.C. and D, Companies, and organisers were name d
for each, I was appointed organiser for "A" Company, which
inoluded the area from St. John's church up to Moyderwell and

Ballymullen, scnncl MFv—tieyr~C—rc e — r 4 Res e Adrens, Lovidz

*Lhméﬁﬁﬁgﬁéﬁfgiﬁﬂép the FPost Of 1oe" Znd he, went to South Africa,

¢ Bam T eﬁeu’mﬂua‘%&tﬁy. ere was a Committee

which managed the affairs of the organisation and a lilitary
Council which looked efter matters like training and equipment.

The first instructor was an ex-serviceman named ;ahaibuﬂhdﬁ
Purtill. Later, Edward Leen, another British Reservist, came



—=

along and was a very good instructor, He was ecalled up after
the outbreak of war in 1914. He offeredto stay I1f he was
paid at the same rate as he would be paid in the British Army.
There were two other ex-servicemen instructors, Matt Walsh and
sdn McWahon, The latter was in charge of the Fianna Scouts
later on,

Parades were held every Sunday from January or February

1914, Egrly in 1914 the Rink was acquired for drilling. It
became Headquarters, and weekly parades were held there for
each Company, 'A' Company was the largest in the towm; it
was nearly 200 strong at the time of the Split, The Split
had little effect on the Company: there was not much support
for the Redmondites and most of the men remained loyal to the
Irish Velunteers,

In September, 1914, the following Officers were
elected for "A' Company and they continued to hold office up
ta Easter, 1916:-

Company Ceptain: Matt Walsh.
1st Lieutenant: W, O'Connor,
2nd Lieutenant: J, Shea,
Hon, Treasurer: J, Mullins,
Hon, Secretary: J, Moylan,

After Easler, 1916, instructions were glven %o hand
up our srms, I brought dowm my single shot HMartini, MNost
of the arms were broken before being surrendered,
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