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STATEMENT OF MORTIMER O'LEARY,  FAHAMORE,. . |
MAGHAREES CASTLEGEEGORY, ¢0. KERRY, o

In April, 1916,
Bay and I workeda with
pilot's licence myself
and would have no "diff

I [
- .

fly father was a licenced pilot in Tralee
him, I wes then too young to receive a
, but I had had a good deal of experience
iculty in taking a boat into Fenit Pler,

We 1ived then on Leary's Island, two miles from the mainland of

the Magharees,

I- wag a member ©
Thursday, 1916, I was

f the Castlegregory Company, I.V. On Holy
ashore and met Tadg Brosnan, the Company

Ceptain, He told me that a small steamer carrying arms was due
to arrive on Easter Sunday night and that arrangements for piloting

her into Fenit Fier we
be a small boat about
about 150 tons then in

e to be made, He said he thought she would
the size of the "Glen Cloy", a lighter of
the basin, He instructed me to come up to

him on Saturday afternoon when he would give me final instructions,

~ On that (Holy Th
Igland I saw a -two-mas
then abtout two miles n
Innistooskert, I wat
until 12 midnight. I

ursday) evening vhen I got back to Leary's
ted Steamer of about 3,000 tons. She' was
orth of Leary's Island and two miles east of
ched her from the back window from nightfall
did not see her make any signal during that

time. She was so much larger than the size of boat which Tadg
Brosnan's deseription had suggested to me that I did not connect her
. with the arms ship. It did not enter my mind at the time that she

was the expecied arms

ship.

My sister, Hannagh O'Leary, noy a Camelite nun in Dublin,
took over the watch at midnight and I went to bed,  About 2 a.m, °
she came and woke me up and said the ship was burning a green light
from the bridge. I jumped up at once and went to the window.
The green light was not visible., T asked my sister if she was sure
the light was green, not blue; =che said it was green. A blue

light was the ordinary
nothing of a pre-arran
think Tedg Brosnan kne
boat until -dawm on Goo
signal during that per

At daylight she
Bgllvheigue Bay.  She

signai for a pilot. At that time I knew
zed signal with a green light, and I do not
w anything about it either, 1 watbched the
4 Friday morning but did not see her make any
iod, '

steamed sast for Kerry Head, well into
turned inside Kerry Head, steamed west and

dropped anchor north of Innistooskert about 8 a.m. I got =zuspicious

then and began to form

the opinion that this was a British ve sl

waiting for the arms ship to turn up. British decoy vessels

patrolled the coast at
submarines., No other
night, and none other

The anchored ste
previous evening that
deep in the water as i
funnel had been change
She was alsc higher in
emptied,

About 11 a.m, =
anchored steamer from
an nour and 2 half, th

o'elock I saw tuo big

that time for the purpose of attacking German
vessel had appeared in the bay during the
did appear until about 11 a.,m, '

amer flew no flag., T had noticed on the

she had a blue funnel with a red belt and was

£ laden., ©On Friday morning the colour of the
d. It was now grey and the red band was Jone.
the water as if her ballast taniks had been

British armned steam Grawlier came towardslthe
the east. He came.alongside, stayed aboutb
en sheamed west for the Blaskets, About 3
British destroyers coming from the west. One
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kept well off, "the other circled the anchored steamer at a.
distance of about a mile, This destroyer was signalling.
After a while the destroyer stending off steamed west, the
other one sglowly followed but the anchored steamer did not
nove, Then I heard a report and saw a big splash of water
near the arms ship., I saw steam coming from the bow, and
thought at Tirst she was on fire. In fact, he was picking
up his anchor and he then steamed away west after the two
de sboyers. ' o

‘On Sgturday I came ashore, I met Pat Ashe, whowas
Lieutenant in Castlegregory Company I.V. and sounded him to
find 'if he knew anything about the expscted arms ship. He did
not. I then told him we were expecting something tomorrow,
He told me two or three men were arrested the previous day
after coming ashore from a submarine, but we did not then
know who they were. ;

With the expectation of a smell boat in mind I did
not still connect the events in the bay with the expected arms
ship. I went to Tadg Brosnan to get final instructions for
Sunday. In discussing the matter with him he expressed the
view that the steamer I had seen might have veen our ship,
becense he had learned since he was speeking to me on Thursday
that the first instructions that were sent to John Devoy to be
trensmitted to Germany were to the effect that the  ship was to

- eruise off Innistooskert on some day of the week- before Easter

Sunday until he zot a pilot, IHe said that a second order was
sent that the ship was not to come to Innistooskert until
Sunday. He mentioned Pearse's name in reference to this, but.
I am not sure in what, connection exactly, I do not know how
Tadg Brosnan learned of this between Thursday and Saturday.

He did not, at any time, either on Thursday or Saturday, say
anything to me about green lights for signals, or.any other
kini of signals. I doubt if He knev anything about them then,
He instructed me to remain on Leary's Island on Sunday in case
the arms ship should come, and to be ready to pilot her into
Fenit Pier, I4did so, and selected the following to accompany
mne - .

Pat Asghe, Kilshannig,
Jerry ¥lyma, do : g
James Hussey, who was with me on the Island.

: On Egster Sunday about 10 a,m, Sergeant Regan, R.I.C.,
Castlegregory, and two comstables came to Ieary’s lsland, 1
xept out of the way and they did not find me. | They
interrogated my father, who denied that he saw eny ship on
Good Friday. The . Sergeant insisted that he nmust have seen 1%,
as a -number of other people 4id, but my father would not give
him eny information, Other people on the island d4id give -the
police information. The result was that two of them weTe
arrested and taken to Dublin the following weék. This was,

I think, because one of them had said they saw 12 f't. boats on

" the shjp, and the police believed no one could have seen them

unless they had been on board. There was also a rumour that
a voat had been seen going cut to the ship and this is probably
the origin of the mistekan idea that a pilot went out to her,
I did not 2o out to her, and I am guite cerftain no other boat
ata, : ;
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Of course, if she had hoisted her jack for a -pilot any
ilot would have teken her into Fenit Pier without question,
far as the pilot was concerned, no question es to the kind
of cargo she was carrying would arise, Friday night was a
fine moonlight night and I could have taken her into Fenit
without the least diffieulty. She was in the bay almost
exactly twenty-four hours, '

At that time there was a British Coast-watéhing >tation
at Ballyheigue and another at Brandon. My recollection 1s
that it was a small party of British soldiers were at Temnit.
The Coast Watching men ab Ballyheigue used to patrol to Kerry
Head. - It was the Brandon post that reported the presence
of the arms ship in the Bay. The ship did not at any time
%o inside Mucklaghmore, It would have been possible for her

aptain to take a steamer of that size into Fenit, but, in
my opinion, without a pilot he would have been unable to turn
and come out again., '
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