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Telefén 61018,

ROINN COSANTA.

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 191321
{Bureau of Mititary History 1913-21),

. 26 Rarpu na nlarroaracu, -
(26 Westland Row),

Barie Araa CriaTh.
{ Dublin).

i i e S T S —"

BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

NO. WS 100

A Gﬁﬁ.‘!‘ﬂ.,

I am desired by the Director to enclose.copy of s
-statement on the "I.R.B." which the Bureau hasz received
from ir. Bulmer Hobson.

Iir. Hobson is concerned that nothing should go on
record except what is in accorance with the facts, and
for that reason it is his wish that the enclosed copy of
his statement should be sent to you for your
observations, .

The Director would be glad to hear from you at
your convenience.

You will asppreciate that this document is
confidential and that this apnlies to all statements and
Other documents given to the Buresau. .

iiiBe, le meas,

Dr., Patrick hacCarian,
Newtormmountkennedy,
Co., Wicklow,

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1918-21 §15 s@mmin,_..l.ﬂ&i'...-..,.,,..
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BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-!11'.;
" BURD STAIRE -MILEATA 1913-21

[ No. W.5. /60_

THE X, R.B.

After the failure of Wm the I.R.B. were
re-organised in 1873, and I hold a typescript copy of the
gonatitution of that body as adopted in ﬁha'ﬁ year. It is
copled from a print in the possession of P. 8, O'Hegerty.

I have given a ¢oOpy, certified by ms as correct,: tn. _
Mr. M. NoDumphy, Dirsctor of the Burean of Military Histoxy

’ 3!915-1951-

As far es I am aware, that sonstitution remained
virtually unchanged until 1917, when, I undorstend, 4t was

| revised. I huva never scen,. hnmar. a oopy of the revised

conatitution af 1017, if, in taut tihm wes any ouch revision.

X do_nnﬁ.-m thers were mors than a dozen copies of
the constitution in existence at any ons time, snd gopies wers
only in the peqaaaaion of cfficers of m Supreme Council or
occasionally an organiser appointed by them, when copies
were worn cut or dissppeared there was a frech rprinﬁing from
time to time and the c¢opy which I nost frequently saw and of
which I subsegquently made a typswritten copy was, I undsrstand

fran P, 8. O'Hegarty, printed sbout 1910 in Glasgow, at the

instance of John Mulholland, who at that time was chairman of
the Supreme Council. - | ! '

although the mmbers of the copies of the comatitution
wore 80 matr;htaa. nenbers were enﬂﬂedjm request, t0 have
the comstitutlon read at their Circle meetings, and in
prmﬂou this todk place fa.i.r:ly rraquanﬂy. /'JT:ha members were

thus femiliar with the nmtttuﬂon. ‘ ,"

l,r'

It should be noted that the mna‘l}ﬂuﬂqn specifically

-forbads an 1nmn~reu_t1un suoch as had tsken place in 1867 when
there was no jossibie support, no adsguate organisation and no.



A

chenge of SuOCeHB.: Inmarinsin men into the I.R.B.

I was often asked 1¢ there was any essurance that their cath
of cbedience would: not Xand m into a futile insurreoticn,
and ‘I frequsntly had: to: assiwe.men: that. the: conatitution.
npoom“nr Porbade ‘guck a: am:tomﬁ.n

-ur.-1

MW- :mmmwmwm.:m“mmw
mmmutmm.mmokm ST e e

At tmg ﬁm; 1904. the I.R.B.. mwm umﬂ.atu&mauly
arela.armamumquu hmuva. | lliaOu.uﬂuah mnwu'
wm tn mmnﬂl il.ntu itwmungmmm‘hsrn.
mmm:wmtmmam |

2

m:out 1906-19!39 nm.u Hnwnough banmu Ulster Gnntra in
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haﬂ.hald thnt pont Mram. prnhablym tn 1&?3. anﬂ.hmm o
. uﬂ'i.u.to m-m rapronmuw nn thu al:wm mu '

mm:ummmmtnmtumuaaunmm.
and back - agmmnmmmmu.mzuu tranaferred to the
Teeling a!.wla of - the I.R,B. ; the.Gentpe.of mah was Michae)
umuw. I L ST PP

_ mmmzmmnmzmwumnmorm
?e me. mmz atmammm gentres Board.
-was: elgoted (hairman, as-Pbiin-Gondse, fffﬁnm
w member of thé Leinster Uounun- and at my. firet meeting was
eleoted uhn:l.xman of- thum body and ex-officio merher of the
. Mammammmmocmmu'm@m
the I R.B. to' ih.‘tuh I refer in another part of -this ntut.msn'h.

: '_ The mﬂm m.‘ m mo;l.e I.R.B. u.t thin t:m, 1911. was,
) & th:.nl: al:out Wmmmmmmamwu-ma. 4]
total ‘hnj.ua probedly sbout 1,000 and certainly not more than 1, -

'K
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The Teeling Gircls, of which I was a member and
aubgsquently Centre, was very active and had lmo'na ite menm“a
... meny who were yery active in the Geslic: Leagus, .t -

. ".'!.'r" r".:l mﬁ 6 mm; REERE e R
. .':,--;--a-‘_-.-mamum O'Hegarty,.. .. ... ..
SN mma O:E.uinsaish (nn- aeua}, ,
: Patriok MoCartan, "
. ; Seumas Deaken. {:I_,am ao-opted mam'bar or the
' Bupr ens Council

mnkmmusrmmmmm mmumamm
I.R.B. abons. mguat. 191&.- . :

' YA oimla went’ on ran:m:lt:.ng unﬂ. ths praots.ee generally wema
" thst when it mﬁdrwma Hmﬂ.i.ﬂﬂaﬂ, and a new
; c:.roza ata:-m&. ’ o R

o m mathod of. rao:mtting wab o8 fonm. When a menber
blumﬂ anqun:l.ntad. ﬂth mona who was 1likely to pma a good
” 'mm”hommtatnbwwtumemmm
~ <+ cbtatned pam:uun. ‘He :pmpuﬁad 'thé name at his Oircle
' ey mating. he nnmul "propoged ‘were tﬂkonby' the Secratary of the
_ Me tonmtingﬂmuhaumaamm}.m of other

‘_.I.Mau ntﬁcnﬂnd. m mmtaﬂ.ﬁa emhansed the names and came
o ‘bmk and maﬁ ‘Iihal nﬂt n:l.' mun propuaaﬂ. in all the other Qiroles
% their mﬁ Girale m?ma 80 that evexy name. proposed was
.open ‘{0 comnant in évery Gircle mesting, snd eny opposttion
which was not £rivolous was suﬂ'anhnt to pmem the matter
being- pﬁmﬂnd nth :.n amr paﬂ:luulur am. _ 01:13 after a

 prospective candidate’s name had survived %ils sorutiny, was

) . permisdion given $o ‘the’ mm who o:-tg:.m.u.y propoa-a hin to
.  ‘Gfehi '$6 hdii on the-sibject.  This mads recruiting slow, bus

) it also mads 4% virtuslly certain that undeeirable people a4

. mngmmnmmta w Z.BoBuy and 1t ensured that the

_ y wuua ha.d mt ﬂm motaat qham- or gawﬁ.ns people mmmea
- | mtn tho nrguninu.tmn. We naver had a:w worry about police spies
# mrah :.n anar mo ux-a alma mo:m inmo:-tant z\n Ix'inh fiotion

.‘|
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muw the un-uptian' of the Redmonite nominees on the
Pz-wutomal Conmittes of the Irich Volunteors in June 1914, and
cndng to the violent hoatility expressed by eome members of the

_ Bma Counoil,. muou:l.ar:lv Olarke and MoDermott, regerding

my action in npnmntipn. with that de're?-mant, I resignad my
office as Leinster Centre and, of couras, as a member of the

Suprems Counoil, but retained the position of Dublin Centre,

I insisted on my resignation as Leinster Centre in spite
of the protést of all the County Centres who had elected me, and
any statements that I was at any time deprived of office by the
Supreme Council or anybody else are not fwus.

I petained the chairmanship of the Dublin Centres Board
until after the insurrection in 19518.

In 1911 the I.R.B. in Dudlin was prastically eontrolled by
thres members of the Supreme Council - Jack O'Hanlon, Fred Allen,
who was Secretary of the Suprame Counocll, and.F. 8 Dal;r and

 their Anfluence almost stifled ell sctivities. Other memberw

of the Supreme Oouncil were, P, 8. O'Hegarty fram London, South

.of England repressntative, and Denis MoCullough from Ulster. .

John MoBride was representativs for Connaught, in which capacity
he was later succesixl by 8eén MoDermott. Tom (larke retwmed

" from america to Iveland in 1908, and wam co~cpted a member of the

Supreme Ocuncil saus tims after. He always demended a move
aotive policy and supported the younger men.

) ‘J!h!:ra were no representatives from the U.B8.A. The Olan-
na-Gael organisation, the american prototype of the I.R.B., was
en entirely seperate and independsnt body, although there was a
close mdqun beatween the two - the Clam being n source of
funds for the I.R.B. The asscciation between the two bodies
was indioated by the fact that a delegate Srom the Supreme
Gouncil of ths I.R.B, attended the an‘lmnl umuom of the
Clan-nia-Geel in america, but the latter body made 1t clear that
the policy in Ireland was & matter for the men in Irsland.



‘¥arnhgll, Street, Dublin,

__I mm outs tha wm

Clan~na-Gael contributed ebout £1,000 a year to the 1. K. B.
and that with the subsoriptionsg orl.'ﬂ:ommﬂnmutum the

mﬁ m ﬂr m LE‘B‘ B T T L A P I

R

'zunﬂ;a e anﬂ. rx.t' 1910, m“ﬁfm;- to fnfuse hew ‘Aife 1ito
th.a o:rsum.antlnn, X mnm t-hat the I.R.B. mﬂdmunh a

' ba AxTen, O*Hanlon otlier
.m. imﬂppomb? .ﬂ m Mf@
nnmuﬂ huﬁnn 1n ﬂm amiut:l.nn. m

Novembex; 1010, mmumuot-mm Mmﬂ, amﬂﬂw.

TR ETA A

mnwwan mmww naf tlm I.!LB. mﬁm ﬂnamaa
annnmly mmipunnnr nn: uh:uuns eommrmmmt
4in éach I.R.B. CArales . It.was printed dy Patrick Mehon,. ..

A "
? -

431en and O'Hanlon, while being forced to egres to the . .
.-pm-mﬁm.og the paper,. m:l.d not. agree. to my aqting‘an editor,

he -ab MttmnmmmBmqunmm ntuﬂant

_hahummwmmwthu aort.. Imﬂ-nm

3 rr -

T v b

mwmﬁtmwwmpmmmm@um.

“but ha" w irnte awth.ug #nr it

R

. Pa; 8o, u'ﬂuw u:ommanzom, mmmaua

gnnt daal., nndthetmkmmmmm.

gt

*m Pmaﬂm' mum up to nemar. 1914, when i.'b .

.Wag guppressed with other natiopal jowrnals by the British: .

o]

tumﬁmwmtatupmw. 1914, when I Pesigned

'onng to’ the hnlttu nmm or ‘(larke. and MoDermott, my Lellow

mmm nn tha anpmt Guum:l.l, ronowxm tha m:.-nm n#



. &,
Mpr. Redmond's naminees to the Provigional Commigtee of the '
Irish volunteers.

mmn.onthuuum:onaramﬁnmﬂan-alm,-

" % pudlighed in "Irish Preedon®™ an open. letter to King George V

mmmmtmmmtzumawmspwm

theredby s:lnaﬂlliptnmumlr&nnng Idid.nut muead,
howaver, mm&mmammmumwamwwm*
poamn hsr mmﬁa m wmo b:r tha po:l.iua.

zn:.m "mm-munmza mmanhy
P, 8. ﬂ'ﬂm, ma the fmuon nf ﬁhn mam Yolunteers
‘hy 8ir Edward uum, Mnm P. ; n‘nm aml. I realisesd that
if Carson Mﬂnm mmum, n would soon be

.pomua tnuamnahnmmmmnt for the mntur

_Imland.

“Irish Freedm” represented the militant left wing of the -
Irish nationgld mmm. and advocated the indepsndence of
memﬂmam, inoluding the use nt‘plwuioal
force,

A8 alﬂw ntnwﬂ., '!:ha m vas ramaaw Y uubmipt:l.un
of one shilling per week nm“mrmmnnormz.n.n. B
aﬂm.mrmm,mmummgw;maiummt‘m_'
Supreme mnthMtumM¢~mm.mmw
mmitatthaMMdthamw.owmmammt
spprove. -Mumuqtmmminsmhemﬂnmomr ‘
Maﬂmmﬁmmmmmmwmmxmw
gemratinn aaamr to get th:lma dmn. ] '

m, ahmt the endﬂt :I.B:I.:h ﬁharo was mopmhmm
man and u'ﬂanlan. and ﬁthm who n:.dni’.'t with t.hm. got out a
soparate W ot thn sm m. uu thn:t for ann desue thers

| were twmwnhwmmmuﬂed "muhmum" for the
' mnnth 0f. December 1911.. m or:l.gﬂ.nal paper cen be Aistinguished

mmmmwmmtmtztnmmmpmm

_"E&:I.tnr - Pe muarun" ' 'Eha :l.mu n:r a Beoond paper hrouahﬁ



7.
mattormtnahaad. mmmumt, andalthaush
_Imnni; nmmiharor:lﬁ. Iwanmamt at mnmuunn. .

The raesult was that Allen. and O'Hanlen rau:lsmdl. rrun ﬂm
3 _w ommou. and fran the uvganiantmn.

Muhaol mwmmmmame:mm&m
ummafﬁ:s'realiugmh"" '

_ Apart from myeslf and P, 8, 0'Hegerty, who botween us,
wrots all the editorials end a good many ntlm:* a:'ts.o:lun, others
mammmmmmmumm _—

Terence MoSwiney, whosze *Pr:l.nni s nﬁ‘ E‘.aecdm" _

. ~ f£iret eppeared in "Irigh Preedm", . - o
| IPﬁdrn:lg marna. Ernest Bly'ﬁhﬁ. Plerce Beaslaf, ‘
| Pat Mnn. m ng’a.'?f 'T- Wt G‘Wﬂr Roger Casemsnt,
- and others whoge names: I 4o not recolleot.
L A Mtiﬁh of the articles whion uppﬁund in "Irigh-
Fraaﬂcm" mu un'bnqmﬂy pubnahad 1n 1916 in a boak
. anﬂuad "The Voloe nr Bweadma“ i m prmtoa and -
ﬂnamod.w the Bl.:prm mnﬂ.nr thuI.R.B. end uhamatar:l.al
for 1t was selected by P: B O'Hegerty and nygelf. It was
-gold fm.‘--'i/-zm mr.uoﬁm N R
am ;reara aau at m :mquut uf the Hational Idtrary

-Imta menamaaaf thuanﬂmra ntmanaat' each artiole:
in tnm unw of tha *vn:ua of lmudan" o

' (Signed) BULMER HOBSON.
'17 October, 1947.
CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY
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' m Mgmaaumur ﬂm I.ILB. Wcrk place on
8t. Pnt:mk'g Day, 1873, at a meeting. hala in the m-uan

. Head Hotel, Bridge Street, Iubdlin, . ma old Dublin
. Posting Houss was, I bslieve, moh usod as a mesting place
~ - for United Iriehmen in the last yoars of the eighteenth

century. .. I'hava' met a nurber of . man'm m'pmﬁant at

.. the muting 4n 1678 and I an. g&ving nw mumtim of
- things they ;m:m.

MNBOI‘MLB.B.I&MM%IBMW .
urganinaum atr m ‘M.mn ?ﬂ! ﬂld ﬂn, they were mout.‘ly -,
men who aevalupsdmis:om anm;wmg the .
amal demmﬁ.aﬂop of . eocret socioties 1:1 the paatlovala nr

‘same Irieh mma. . We made no efrort to retain such men
el their Pesignations wero oncouraged rather than impedsd.
.M m tmd an aath on mﬂanaﬁ:lon.m::h Pledged them
. not tn rwmwmmthwh:;nlemanummﬂ)waof

tha urgan:l.mti.on.

(Signed) BULMER HOBSON

| 1% Ootober, 1947,

EERTIFIED Tﬂ BE A TRUE COPY

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1873-21

: C _ BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21
g 9’ No. W.S. /g0




