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Statement of Dr. James Ryan, T.D., Miniﬂtai"for

Health and Minister for Social Welfare.

on Good Friday, 1916, &t lunch in the Red Bank
Restaurant, Seén -Menarmntt asked me if I would take a
despateh to Cork that evening. I was only too glﬁﬂ. to
get busy.at something and Jraadily agreed. I was told
to report .at.' hiﬂ office in D'D]_‘I.t;r -ﬂtraat during the
afternoon and to be prepared to travel on the nigh_i; train
to Gnr:k. _ When I arrived at his office Seén . Mcpermott

esked me 1f I was armad. I saild yes. I had a revolver.

He then handed me a despateh which was to be delivered to

Tomés MeoCurtain in Cork. He said it was a very -

important message and that I should prevent it falling
into hostile hands, even if T had to use the revolver to

do s0. He told me to destroy the message if nﬂﬂaésar#.

I had never been in Cork. Seédn Mnnarimtt called
Brigid Foley into the office to explain to me where
Shears Street was. The Volunteer Headquarters was in

that street, and there I was to dellver the despatceh.

I arrived in Cork by trainm on Easter Saturdey
moraning about 4.30 a.m. There was no one about at that
hour except police on duty, and I failed to find Shears
Street. I hed tried at the top of Patrick Street, off
which I was told it was, and walked back again 1'.:9
St. Patricks Bridge. I thought it possible that the
policemen were taking an interest 1ln my movements. | I
approached two of them on St. Patricks Bri;ige end said
I was looking for a place to sleep. ‘They brought me to

" the Windsor Hotel, where I offered the Sergeant a drink
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which he accepted. He had a copy of the "Cork Examiner".
" Thinking it advisable to give some account of my
movements, I said I was going to Tralee on tﬂe early
train to stﬁy with 2 student friend over the week-end.

The Sergeant said something about Tralee being &

"hot shop™ at the moment as Casement. had been arrested
there. That was the first time I had heard of Casement's
cepture, but I did not pretend to taske any particular

interest in the matter.

The night porter at the Wipdsﬂr wanteﬁ me to go
to bed. He assured me he woul& call me in time for the
traiﬁ. I said I had some letters to write, and,as soon
as I got rid of the Sergeant, went out again to try and
find MacCurtain. I met a jarvey and asked him to drive
me to Blackpool. The. jarvey said;“WQuld it be Tom -
Curtin you are looking for?™ T said yes. He said
"I'm your man™. We drove to MacCurtain's house in
- Blackpool, where Mrs. MacCurtain told me I would find
him at the Volunteer Hall in Shears Street. . On going
to the Volunteer Hall T found an armed guard on duty.

A member of the guard named Twoméy told me that
MacCurtain had gone to the Windsor Hotel. I went there
and ﬁh& pufter tock mﬁ up to a bedroom where HacCurtain
and Terence MacSwiney were in consultaﬁion w{th Captain
J.J. O*Connell. |

I gave MacCurtain the despatch from Sean MtDermatt.
The pith of the message was that agreement had been
reached in Dublin and that the Rising was going ahead.
O'Connellfs position was affected by the changed plans,
but I do not remember clearly what the instructions for

him were. My impression is that he was to take charge
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charge of Kilkenny and Waterford. The reply I got for
Sedn MoDermott verbally from MacCurtain was ﬂTali geén

we will blaze away as long as the stuff lasts", I took
that to mean the stuff they had on hands. He eértainly
sald nothing about holding out until arms and emmunition -

would come from Germany.

My impression is that MeaoCurtain, MacSwiney and
0'Connell then knew that Casement had been srrested, .
though I do not remember discussing it with them. . I am
not sure if the guestion of 0'Connell going to Tralee was
diécuﬂseﬂ, or any decision mede on it., I do not know
if they were aware of the loss of the arms ship., I

myself was, of course, unaware of it at thht time.

I left Cork on the train for Dublin at about

8 a.m. on the same morning.

In Dublin I called to see Sedn Mcpermott to report
the delivery of the despatch to MacCurtain and convey his
reply. He had many country delegates waiting to see him
and it was late in thﬂ-avaning before he reached me.

After a brief talk, he, Geardid O*sullivan and I walked
down town .together. Before parfing et 0'Connell Bridge
he instructed Gearsid and myself to report to him at
Liharty-thl_tha following day. We were to be his
personal staff and were consequently relievéd from parading
with our uwn- ﬁnita. ’ -

About ten o'clock on Raster Saturdey night T was
summoned to Dr. Seamus 0'Kelly's house, 54 Rathgar Road, -

where I learned a number of members of the Volunteer

Executive were in conference. After some time %hﬂ door

of the meeting room opened and Eoln MaclNeill appeared. = He



il

agked me if I had carried a despatch to cork the previous

day and if I.knaw where to find the leadsrs there. I

answersd yes to both questions. 'Gnad: well, I was now ;o,
go to Gork again; this time by motor. It was urgént'and I
must deliver these despatches as soon as possible, In

his hand he held five or six slips of paper, each in
identical terms and signed by him. They were orders
aancglling the Sunday manoeuvresa, I was to deliver one

to Pierce MecCann 1n Tipperary, one to MacCurtain in cork,
one to the 0/C. Tralee, if possible, and the remainder to
officers of any gruuﬁa of Volunteers I might see on parade
during the journey. |

Eoin MacNeill's brother James, driving nis own
car, and I left Dublin on thia mission aboﬁt midnight on
Easter Saturday. We called to Pierce Maccann at 6 a.m.
and geve him the order. He appeared to be much surprised
as he said he had been spesking to MacNelll on Thursday
and he was then in favowr of the Rising.

At Mitchelstown I ﬁ&w a number of Volunteers
asgsembled in & field near the town, I stopped and asked
fbr the officer in charge. He was, I think, cqptﬁin OtNeill,
I gave him a copy of MaocNeill*s order. He said that they
had already cut some wires. I replied that this could not

be helped, end that these were his orders now.

We went on to Cork, arriving at shears Street about
noon on Baster Sunday. The Yolunteer parade was formed
up at the Hall, and was just moving off when we arrived.

I saw MacCurtain and MaoSwlney on the street. MacSwiney T
knew well, MacCurtain not so well, I gave théh the order,

and the impression I got was that they éxpeutad it.
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When I left Dublin I knew that The'o'nﬁhilly-waa
taking similar orders to Limarick. Both of us had been
instructed ‘either to try and reach ?ralea or send the orders
thar; from Limerieck or Cork.  When I left MacCurtalin and
MacSwiney at Shesrs Street I intended to go on to Tralee.

They had decided, immadiataiy on receiving MacNeill's order,

‘to let the arrangements for the day stand as an ordinary

‘parade and allow the men to go on to Macroom. They had

told me this and I had said that I would probably see them
in Mecroom, as I ﬁqs going on that way to Tralee. I d&id

not, however, see them again on that day.

James MacNelll and I drove on to Bailyvuu%ney.
There the car broke down and we had to return to Maoroom
and remain there on Sunday uight.f On Bester Mondey
morning we decided that James MacNeill would remain over
in Meocroom to get the car repaired and I .would get e train
back to Dublin. The train stopped at Port Laoighise '

where I learned there was fighting in Dublin, and further

' progress by train was impossible. Travelling partly on

foot, partly by motor snd partly by horse and jaunting car
I arrived in Dublin on Tuaéﬂay afternoon and reported to

Seén MacDermott at the G.P.0.

Signed 'Aéf;?”“&’fizzfgi;vu_;;

Date /C“?{l// 4, 7
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