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Referring to yours of 31last, ultimo and to previous -
télephone ¢&onversation with lir,Michael MeDunphy, I am afraid
that. I am not able to amplify what I-told him. - - This is- -- -
golely due to a very imperfect memory and to the sbgence of :
any records at my dispogal or information among-members Of— ---- - -
my family which would serve to refresh it. Even ir such
means of sharpening my memory were available I should use it . -
with the utmost caution as I believe that the value of your
worPk depends very largely_on people confining themselves to
statements of what they khow for certaini w0 be facta, .
Sométime about the middle of Eagster Week, 1916, my father
(Eoin Macleill) tvold me that he had an important errand for me
To ecarry out. - He wasg them at our home at Woodtown Park,
Rathfarnham, Co.Dublin, He gave me a letter addregsed to
the- British-Mijitary Authorities - "I do not remember to whab
officer in particular it was addregsed. I gathered that

- it expressed his willingnéss to intervene to stop further ~

bleoodshed. - My Iather's instruetions to me were to take

-it-to the highest -officer I could-reach-after first pregenting - - --

myself at the British lines (corﬁdn_ round Dublin),

I went to Clan't;rassil Street Canal Bridge, as well as I
remember .using my bicycle, and from there was directed to

-Company Headquarters of the Unit finding the persennel on
-Guty at Clanbrassil Street... . ..Remarkably enough,-this-. - - -.

Company Headquarters was located in a house near the foot of
(baggot Street end) of Waterloo Road, in a house.on the City
aide. It is my recollection that up to this point I was
unescorted. ] L I . el

. After being detained there a short time I was gent under
escort’ of, I think, two goldiers, on foot, to6 Portobelle Barracks.
The only clear recollection of this was that one or twn‘@bta_
were heard during the walk and that we wad—bs weht by Appian
Way - Ranelagh - Castlewood Avenue. ) I was not clear whether
1 was considered to-be-a prigsoner or‘not at this stage., = - - -
. At Portobello Barracks T was placed in a room in which
there were a few other “people (none of whom I knew), seemingly
under detention. After a time -~ I should say about an
hour - T was brought into a gmaller room in which there were
a2 few officers and from that conducted to a military touring.
car in which I was driven back home. My recollection is
that the other. occupants of the car congisted of the driver '
and two officers (one of relatively high rank), My father
was taken into the City by them almost immediately.and I aid. ..
not see him again until arter his release from prigon over a
year later. o i o

-
-

I wag seventeen yecars of age at the time.  The only. _
other thi I can gtate about the incident are the following
vague recollections, - First that the decigion to send me was

only taken sfter.my father had with difrieulty been  -dissuaded.

from going himgelf and that he was @issuaded only for the reason
that that method might Have led to failure to carry out his aim,
eivher by his being detained by some subordinate headquarters or
perhaps meeting a worse fate, ~Secondly, that he was at paing
to explain in the letter that T was simply acting as messenger.



]-llh

_The_rqrego.{ng statement includes everything that I cam
recollect of the incident. ' ] '

. Mr MeDunphy has suggestéd that I ghould give perticulars -
of gome information I have concerning Na Flanna Eireamn (Irish
National Boy Scouta). - T think that my bopother Brian
(deceased), my cousin Eugh (now Major-General) and I can claim
to have been the -founders of the Ranelagh Company, which was - -
originated in and had its headouarters at Cullenawood House,

. Qakley Road -~ better known-as-the original home of St.Enda's.
College. - Other members of the Company, including Mjgr
General MacNeill, would be far better qualified than I to give . _
details of this éompan:r‘a history, as I have =- ag already

. mentioned - a very imperfect memory.. . _ .My recollection is .~
that the Compahy was founded in 1915. ° Prior to its foumdatdon
my bopther Brian and I and the General and his brother Bermod,
had a sort of private Boy Scout organisation of our own, called

%a gi%mai Cni%g, of which I think we were the only members.
ric-a T we a blue flag with, I think, a sarfron device
on it. ~ '

_ - I think T can claim,. individually, to have -been negpongible
for the revival and re-organisation of the Rathfarmham Company = -
of the Flanna in 1917, dbut egain my memory is a blank in regard

to details. - ~- In—the perjod between the 1916 Rising -and thisy - -
or sometime shcrt:l.{ after the re-organisation of the Company
I was "dourtmartialled" by a Fienna Courtmartial for not- hav:lng— .
taken part in the Ris . T Beymemriietioms Coulitess
* Marckievicz and Barney-Mellows were membera .of -the Court.and I.-
think there wag a third whose identity I cannot recall. I
.gathered that I was."exonerated" on the grounds that I was Under _
the influence of my father in the matter. I remember that I
took a wvery poor view of the whole proceedings and by no menmns
formally acquiesced in any right to try me on any such charge

and that my resentment wae a severc damper t my enthugiasm for
t.heiFigima. &nIao far as Eha “vierdict“ was to be t.ak?’nra o ing
seriously at a regerded it as a pieee of mw ce=-saving!
t?‘ Juatit?h!:eaping on in the organisgtion one whose services were

of gsome value. : -
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