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In November, 1915, a number of men from the parish of Eyeries
vere amongst the intending emigrants to U.S.A, Who were turned back
at Liverpool. Emigration from the districet had been going on for
many years, and there was nothing abnormal in the fact that these.

' men intended to emigrate at the time. On their way back home, tWo

of them - Seén 0'Driscoll and Pat kullins - got in touch with Terence

MacSuiney in Cork. -As a Tresult of their conversations with him fhey

began the organisation of a Volunteer Company in Everies as soon &s.
they returned. '

When Terence MacSwiney paid a visit to us on New Year's Day,
1916, we had built up a Company of about 30 men. There Tas.no.
ex-servieceman amongst us, and we had to carry on training as pest
we could ourselves. ©Parades were held once a week and route marches
and field exercises every Sunday. officers were elected. Jim
Melarthy was elected Commandant and Sedn 0'Driscoll CQaptain.  They
were the only Officers, as far as I remember. This was not in
accordanca with the usual procedure, but it is what was done in the
case of the Eyeries Company. .

Daiti Barry, Brigade Adjutent at the time, came to Eyeries
and stayed wWith us for a while, Seédn Eennessy also came for & short
period., Sedn 0'Driscoll attended an Officers' training course in
Sheares' Street,.Cork, in January, 1916, -The.Company strength
increased rapidly in the early part of 1916, and at faster we had
avout 100 men, There was no change of Officers. '

The arins we had at Easter, 1916, consisted of one seal rifle,

"which Joe Foley had, eight or ten shot guns and & few revolvers -

some of them Colts .45, The shot guns Were not oWned by members of
the Company, but were readily available from the owmers, who resided
in the parish. There was very little ammunition for any of the
weapons. The rifle or the shot guns were not carried on Easter
sunday. '

There was & meeting in HWyeries of the Officers and some men
from different parts of the parish on Easter Saturday night, 1918,
At that meeting the orders for Easter Sunday Were givel. I think
e were told that Kenmare was the point to Which we would march next
day; et any rate we were told we Were to march into Kerry, We had
no infoermation of what was intended on Easter Sunday, and I don'td
thinlk anyone knew. Tie were not told anything about arms coming in.
We got no instructions to bring food. :

About 80 of the 100 men in the Company mobilised in Eyveries
after first Mass on Easter Sundaey. A cycle patrol of five or six
men, amongst whom were Joe Foley and & brother of mine, were sent
in advance to Kenmare wWith a despatch. The remainday of the Company
marched, and We reached Lauragh some time after midday. -’ There vwas
no Volunteer organisation in that areéa or in Ardgroom fthrousgh which
ws passed., In fact, there was no Volunteer organisation nearser to
us than Bantry on- one side and Kenmare on the.other, We Uere in a
very isolated district, . )

The day was very wet and we halted at Lauragh. UWe had brought
no food, and there was very little to be had locally, With the result
+hat most of the men had nothing to eat. The people of the locality -

Were guite indifferent. The church was oper; W2 took shelfer in
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it, and most of the Company spent the night there, A few got into
houses., Early next day we straggled back home, Mosf of the men had
nothing to eat until they got back to” their own area. i

As far as I know, the cycle patrol did nnt contact anyone in
Kenmare and did not return to Eyeries until the next day. No orders
came to us during Sunday, and We had no information a&s to what was
happening in other areas,

We were not mobilised again during Easter UWesk. We got no
orders from Cork or elsewhere. A small gun boat came into the harbour
during the week and kept the village under cover of its guns, The
following week a party of military came from Bere Island, surrounded the
village and searched all houses. Part of this force were Nunster
Fusiliera. I got outside the cordon. They searched my brother's
forge and another forge along the road. They did not find anything
either there or in the village. ' '

An R,.I.C, party under a D,I, went to Joe Foley's, Ardacluggaty,
and searched his houss. They demanded his rifle. He refused to
surrender it. He was arrested, and although they searched for the
rifie they did not find it; it had been safely dumped. After Joe
Foley's arreat, somsone, without his knowledge or consent, brought the
rifle.in to thﬂ police in the bellief or hope that he ﬁbuld ba releasad
if it was surrendered. He was not released and was interned in
Frongoch, A revolver which Pat Mullins had was.the only other weapon
surrendered in Eyeries. Joe Foley was the only onse arrastaﬁ.

’ There was no Flanna ur I H.B. organiaatinn in Eyari&s bafore
Easter, 1915.
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