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STATEMENT OF EAMOMN AHERN, M,C,.C.,
CASTLEQUARTER, ﬂUHGGURhEY CO. CORK.

FERIOD: OCTOBER 1915 TO MAY 1916,

UNIT: DUNGOURNEY COMPANY, I.V,

The Dungourney Company of the Irish Vpolunteers was formed
at a meeting held in Dungourney in Qctober, 1915, The districts
lncluded in the Company Area were Dungourney, Clcocamult and
Ballynoe. The district was strongly O'Brienite at the time, and
there had pnever been any National Volunteer organisation in it,
although they had a stroog Company at Mogeely. There was & good
natignal spirit in the district. Gaslic League clasaes were in
progress for many years. Seén pama of Cork taught Irash
classes here, There was a very,G.,4,A., Club also.

. The lmmedliate circumstances which gave rise to the formation
of the Company were that Tom and David Keant of Castlelyons came
to Dungourney on a Sunday in (Qctober, 1915. They were both in
Volunteer unmiform. They had been in Clonmult but had failed to
meke contact there,

I met them before Mgss and told them that a British recruiting
meeting wWas to be held after Mass that day. Action was quickly
decidad upon. I zot five or six of the local lads to g through
the congregation and ask the men to assemble at the Tallow side of
the village after Mass, About 100 men, young and old, assembled.
We put them in fours and told them What we proposed to do. They
were instructed that they were to hold their formation Whatever
happened and not break ranks, I went do¥in to the village to see
if the recruiting meating was on -~ It 7as. Ceptein Donnellan,

Ma jor Hallinen and a few other speakers from Corlc were present.
There %ere no military or police.

. I went back and we then marched our body of men right through
the meeting. When Captain Donnellan saw7 us coming, he said,
"Here are our boys"; he thought We were National Volunteers fr=m

. He marched on to the end of the village, then turned

about and marched back. When we got back in & few minutes the
meeting had broken up and the people scattered. Captain Donpnellan
went to the Parish Priest. We then adjourned to an old library
building dn the Mount Uniake road, where We held a meeting and
decided to form a Company of Volunteers, I vas Chairman of the
meeting and Tom and David Kent were present. A Committee of
twelve Wwas appolinted, of which I was elected Chairman. About 100
men nominally joined the Company and about 60 of these became
active members.

Next day the D.I, of the R.E.C, came to me and enguired i1f I
had any knowledge of what happened in the village on the previous
day. I said that 1t was his business to find out. Extensive
enquiries were made 1n the village and neighbourhood, but the
Police Were unable to get any names and no action was taken. At
the recruiting meeting Captain Donnellan had been quoting the
numbers of men Who had Joined the British forces from various
districts around. An old man in the audience, named Barry,

Temarked, "The more the fools they are™, The police endeavoursd
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to trace who had made this remark, but without success,

The Company i1mmediately got down to serious work and '
training. The Committee met weekly and a parade was held every
Weaik, Ly brother, Maurice Ahern, was appointed Company Captain
and I acted as Secretary. There Were no other O0fflcers, and
there were no changes down to Easter, 13916.

The Company took part in efforts to organise and recruit
for the Volunteers in neighbouring districts, We paradsd at a
meeting 1n Lisgoold where Tom Kent, Terence lfacSuiney and Sedn
Kkolan spoke. We had a Sunday parade $o Inch alsp for the same
purpose.

The Company Captain, laurice Ahern, and Liartin 0'Keeffe of
Ballynoe attended the Course for Officers conducted by.Captain
Jud. O'Connell at the Volunteer Hall in Sheares' Strest 1in
January, 1916,

About 60 men from the Company took part in the St. Patrick's

ff Day parade 'in Cork &n 1916, Only some of them wWere ermed at that

time. The men paid a weekly subscription, and out of this fund

CFace W24 wa purchased haversacks, belts and bandoliers. Most of the
a#nggﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬂompany were equipped 1n this way at Easter, 1916.
=T
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on 7edpesday of Holy Week Fred Murray of Cork came to
Castlequarter with the orders for Easter Sunday, 1916. He brought
the orders orally, but also left a note of them signed by himself,
I met him. The orders were that the Company was to go to Cork to
the Volunteer Hall on Easter Sundey evening with all arms and
equipment. We wWere to go prepared for acfion. lothing was said
gbout rations, as far as I remember, nor of hoWw long wWe would be

.away, nor of the purpose of the mobilisation. We hed no idea of

what wes intended, The whole Company Was notified,

I went to Cork on Saturday morning. I went to the Volunteer
Hall in Sheares' Street. There I saw, first, Tadg Barry and
afterwards Tomés kacCurtain and Tereace MacSwiney. Cartridges
were.belng loaded with buckshot in the Hall. I wanted to srrange
for billets for Dungourney Company and I spoke to Tomés and Terry
about this. They enquired how many men wWere Comlng. I was not
sure and said perhaps up to 30. They said thay would get in
straw and the Company could billet in the Hall.

Before leaving home I had arranged to send a telegram to my
brother, Maurice Ahern, the Company Captain. I sent it off from
Cork betwesn 1l and 12 o'clock. "Send on the cattle™ and signed
1t "John MeCarthy". I then returned by train to Mogeely Station
and.met the Company there. There wWas no R,I.C. barrack at
Dungourney. It was in the liogeely district and Sergeant Gilroy
vas then the Sergeant in charge there. He and Constable iIse
were at the station. Iee was & bit aggressive and wanted to know
where the Volunteers were golng. The Sergeant pulled Lee away.
Gilroy was always friendly. He told me, affer our first mesting
in Dungourney, thaet police from his station should have been
present at the recruiting meeting dbut that he nad not got i1nstruct-
1ions in time, and his authorities had not veen able to prove that
he failed in his duty after receiving instructions. !
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The Company travelled to Cork by train from Kogeely Station,
arriving in Cork about 8.30 p.m. They vwere met at Cork by two
City Volunteers who took them via Qliver Plunket Street (then 0ld
George's Street) to the Volunteer Hall. The Ballyroe and Clonmult
men had cywled in and left their bicyocles 1n Dungourney.

The following paraded:- (27}

Captain: Maurice Ahern, Castlequarter,
Michael (Maec) Sullivan, Dungourney.
Padraig ifulcahy, »

Timothy lulcahy, "

Jaclk Flanagan, . "

John Stanton, | "
Tim McCarthy, u
Wick licCarthy, u

John MNurphy, L

Tim Lyach, "

Pa Licore, by

Jim Colbert, "

Tol Hurley, n

i1ck Hennessy, Clonmuit,
Mick Carey, " ,
John Lawton, L

John O'kahony,
Tim kulecahy (Yank),
Pat Geaney, _ .
Tom Cronin,
Willie Foley (Cuddy),
Pat Knowles, L
Martin Q'Keeffe, Ballynoe.
David 0'Sullivan, "
Peter 0!Callaghan,
Timothy Hurley,

. S5e4n Hennessy,
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The arms i1n the Company at BEaster, l@lé, vereg;=-

One rifle ,297850 with a small quantity of ammunitiocn.
Forty shot guns, With about 20 rounds esach. )
Two revolvers, With a small quantity of ammunition.
Twenty pikes, made locally.

Ve had no explosives.

The shot guns were owned by the men themselves, or were on
lpan from local farmers. The arms actually taxen to Cork on
Easter Saturday were the rifle, the two revolvers, and about 26
shot guns.

The Company went to Mass at 3t. Francis, Liberty Street, on
Sundey morning and afterwards paraded with the Cork City Companies,
took the train to Crookstown and marched to Macroom. They were
not then in possession of any further information as to the
intentions of the Brigade 0fficers, or the purpose of the parade.
It was only when they saw so many of the Cork Volunteers going to
Holy Communion on Sunday morning that they began to suspect
something unusual was on.
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When the parade was dismissed in-ﬁaﬁéggm the Company
returned to Colk by train, and travelled back to liogeely by train
also the same evening. Some of the Dungourney lads had gone 10t%o
ll'ullaney's publiec house, opposite Glammire Railway Station, while
walting for thelr trein. They were caught there by the police,
and, in the subsequent prgsecutions, the police said they were
not travellers because they (the police) were aware that the men
had slept in Cork the previous night,

|

No order came to the Compeny during Easter Veek. At the
end of that week, or thﬁbgggégﬁéyg of the next wesk, Sergeant
Gilroy sent Maurice Donovad | 3 to warn my brother Kaurice that
he would be arrested on a particular night. lfaurice left home
but the raid did not take place that night. Next day Sergeeant
Gilroy came himself and told me the order had been cancelled but

, wue ¢that a raid would be made later and he may not know the date,
%J32££M¢ A few days later police, under an Inspector and Head Constable,
e & o raided for Maurice, They threatened to arrest me 1f he was not
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availlable, but they did not do sSo.

doi About two weeks later Maurice came back and was later

'epwe Wed arrested at home. He was taken to Cork and subsequently to

plepong

»
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Wakefield. There were no other ar?ests in the Company Area,

Men were 1interrogated in connection with arms, and
efforts were made by the police to get arms surrendered to them,
though no actual searches for arms Were made. James Kellsher
mas approached by the police in this way and told that the only
way he could save himself from arrest and internment was to hand
1n 'the arms. He collected twelve or more shot guns and handed
them 1n at Ballynoe R,I.C. Barracks. These were the only arms
surrendered i1n the Company are&.

There *as no Fianna or I.H.E: brganlsatlana—ln the area
before 1916. N s Cw e
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