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SEogE) STATBIENT BY SEANUS READER,

71, Pigeon House Road, Ringsend, Dublin.

- 1lst January, 1916:

On the 1st January, 1916, with Eamon Murray and Alec
Carmichael, I arrived in Belfast from Glasgow with one
portmanteau and two small cases contailning 150 rounds of .303
and 200 rounds of assorted revolver ammunition, eight short
.u5‘and eight .32 revolvers, 4O feet of strum or fuse, 200
detonators and one stone of explosives. | Alec Carmichael
remained in Belfast to hand over some of the stuff to Denis
McCullough's mother or to Mr. Dempsey, and then return to
Glasgow that night so that he would be at the Volunteer
Company Parade in Ann 8t. and also that he would be_at his
employment on Monday morning, as he was engaged on British
Admiralty war work. With Murray, I went on to Dublin with 10
revolvers, 100 rounds of rifle, 140 rounds of revolver
ammunition, 100 detonators, 20 feet of fuse and 7 lbs.. of

explosives which were taken to Miss Leonard's, or Lennon's,

"shop at Rathmines Road, Dublin. The explosives, detonators

and fuse were put in a small case to be delivered to the Ryans
at Ballybough Road or to 8. McGarry at Clpnmore Road, Dublin.
I told Miss Leonard that I had some private shopping to do .
and would be back again that night. With Murray I then went
to Surrey House, Leinster Road, the residence of Cduntéss
Markievicz.vherewemet Andy Dunne of the Fianna. I told the
Countess that I wanted to see James Connolly to deliver a
message from Tom MceGill of Glasgow. I toad her that‘L had
brought some material and might need assistance. She said
she would keep Andy Dunne and Murray standing by until 16 P. m.
and that Connolly would be there at 11 p.m.
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I then went to Tom Clarke's shop to purchase, as
arranged, Park Drive cigarettes. There I met Charles
Corrigan who had just come out of Clarke's shop. After
be;ng in the shop for a few minutes, we went to 500, North
Circular Road where we had tea, Charles Corrigan had
been expecting Dan Braniff t¢o be in Dublin but, so far, he
had not turned up. I was brought into a dimly—l;ghted
room where I gave a detailed report to Sedn MacDermott and
others. I was told to go back at once to Surrey House ané
give Connolly the dispatch or message, and if Connolly did
not appear that night I was to tell the GCountess that word
was to be sent to Connolly. I was to leave the
material where it was meantime and report back to Seédn
MacDermott at noon the following day. I then left for
Surrey House and Charleg%Corrigan went part of the way with
me, Corrigan said that if I had failéd to arrivg in Dublin
on time, he was to be sent to Glasgow in connection with
the billeting of I.R.B. and Volunteers in Dublin. & I
told him I understood that he was to arrange lodging for

gsome of the Glésgow men in Navan and that'he was staying

at Cootehill,

2nd January:

On the following day, 2nd January, 1916, I called at
500, North Circular Road, Dublin, where I had an interview
with Sedn MacDermott. He questioned me about the
possibilities in Scotland for the transporting of arms via
Liverpool to Dublin. He said he was aware that The
O'Rahilly of the folunteers had made new contacts in England.
I told him I knew that The O'Rahilly was in touch with John
Carney of Govan, who was ex-Colonel of the Glasgow Regiment
of the Irish National Volunteers, but that neither Captain
Joe Robinson nor the Scoftish I.R.B. Military Boari had

mentioned the matter to me, and that for the past few months



I had been crossing backwards and forwards to Ireland

and thus had missed attending some meetings which had

taken place while I was in Ireland. He gaid that should
some rifles be procurgd in Glasgow, they intended to get
them addressed to the Dublin Fruit Market, which would be
arranged by Walter Cole, They would also need the
assistance of the Dublin dockers, and that could be arranged
through the influence of James Connolly. He said that
because of the Annual General Meetiﬁg of the Irigh Transport
and General Workers' Union to be held on the 9th January,
1916, Connolly was now attending an important executive

committee meeting of the Irish Transport and General Workers'

Mr, McDermott aiso said
Union. / He was endeavouping to get Connolly and some other
members of the I.R.B. Military Council to a meeting early
that evening, and that I should call to Cole:s, Mountjoy
Square, at tea time. Hé also said that while I was in

Dublin I was not to call at the Volunteers' Headquarters

or any of the Volunteer or Fianna halls or dances.

Shoftly after 5 p.m. on the 2nd January, 1916,
I went to Cole's house, Mountjoy Square, Dublin, where,
while wailting in the kitchen for tea, I jotted my éoded
notes for my report to Scotland. I then went to the room
where I met Tom Clarke, Seéﬁ MacDernmott, J. Connolly, PF.
Pearse and McDonagh. Connolly was giving his opinion that
general billeting in Ireland would not bhe successful
as the position at General Headquarters of the Volunteers
was hag becguse of the difference in opinion of the officers
with regard to the Vols in Ireland and the European War.
Some believed that the Volunteers should be a defence force
to protect Ireland against all enemies, foreign and domestic.
With the news from Scotland, Connolly believed that after

the arrests of extreme leaders a scheme would be deviged in
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the interest of Britain to utilize the Irish Volunteers and

" Ulster Volunteers and that a number of the presenﬁ leaders

would be discredited. MacDermott gave a brief summary of
my statement and account of my activity since leaving
Glasgow on the 31st December, 1915, with A. Garmichae% and
E. Murray. P. Pearse said that he would be presiding at
the Central Executive of the Irish Volunteers on the Lth
Jahﬁary, 1916, at Headquarters, Dawson St.; where the business
of reorganising and arming the Volunteers would be brought
up by Toméds McDonagh. He said that the Central douncil
of the Irish Volunteers would be meeting at 12 noon on

the Sunday of January 16th, 1916, and he would like, if it
were possible, Capt. Joe Rdbiﬁson and Pat McCullam

or Tomds ¢ Baun of Glasgow té be present and thefe.they
would discuss other matters concerning Irish Volunteers

with E. 0'Neill, Bulmer Hobson and The O'Rahilly,

The Report from Scotland was put by Connolly.
It concerned the probebility of Socialist and Nationalist
papers beling Suppresséd, the asgssetgs of the anti—Consqription
and Free Speech Committee being seized under the Defence
of the Realm Act, and a message from MeGill to Connolily
that there was likely to be a split in the Nationai
Socialist Party over the Mﬁnitions of War Act.
Connolly said that Ireland could not wait until 1917 or 1918,
John MdLeaﬁ expected to be arrested in January or February,
as he intended demonstrating against war and Conscriptioﬁ.
The workers should strike, and those who had guns should

use them.

John McLean was arrested in February, 1916, and

conveyed to Edinburgh Castle as a prisconer-of-war.
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The report concerning the Volunteers in Ireland
was put by MacDonagh (see New Ireland, 1917). The
billeting of men from the I.R.B. Circles in Glasgow,
Liverpool and London was discussed. 1 was to take orders
back to Scotland for the sending over of A, Carmichael.
(carpenter), B. Friel (plumber) and P. Morrin (slater)
for Kimmage and St. ®nda's, and also to remind Joe Robinson
and 7. McDonald of the special 1list for turners, fitters

and miners experienced in the use of explosives.

Connolly made it known that Liberty Hall and Surrey
Houge Woulﬁ be prepared for a state of siege from a given
date, and recommended that all reliable Volunteer
officers under MacDermott's jurisdiction should be given
instructions to do the same and resist arrest as far too
many of the Volunteer organisers were ﬁeing arresﬁed and
deported. Sedn MacDermott was just lately released from
prison after serving a short te?m in 1915, but Connolly
was_referring to Monteith, Liam Mellowes, Ernest Blythg
and others and to the Defence of the Realm Act Regulations,
1914, under which men were ordered to cease residing
in or near the vicinity of a-defended'po:t cr a prbé}aimed
area. Some of the Volunteer and I.R.B. officers who later
came under these regulations were Alfred Cotton, Tgrence
MacSwiney, Denis McCullough and Sedn McGarry. I ﬁas told
that the next consignment of material was to be for
Tobin's of Wellington Lane, unless otherwise ordered.
I was also told I had been reconmended by the Scotpish '
Divisional Board of the I.R.B, as their military representative
which demanded the utmost secrecy. After enquiring gbout
my financial position, I was told to get back to.Scotland
as soon as possible, I agreed to leave_Dublin nexﬁ day.
I then went back to Surrey House, had supper, did séme coding

and went to bed,



3rd January:

On the morning of the 3rd January, 1916, Connoiiy
had a long talk wifh me aﬁ Surrey House. He enqdired when
I had seen Con Colbert and Capt. Sedn Heuston of the Fianna.
I told him that the }ast time I had met them was early in
Decémber, 1915, and that one or both of them were to be at
Daly'slin Limerick at Christmas, 1915. He told me that
E. Murray would not be taking part in any more transactions
~with me in the work of the organisation (meaning the I.R.B.)-
He said he had recommended to Sedn MacDermott thatlcaptain
~ Seumas Dempsey should work with me. He jokingly said that
when the fight would start, he would endeavour to run it
on Trade Union lines, and out of respect for my being a good
Scotsman there would be no fighting on the Sabbath Day.
He said that time was moving fast to the day when Ireland
would have to assert herself against the ﬁenace ofﬂ |
Conscription. I was given to understand by the télk that
the Irish Citizen Army had no funds , and no source of getiing
any, and that Connolly had sold some of the I.C.,A., material
to the Military éouncil. He had heard of the Scottish
Board collecting gold coins and about 300 rifles. I told
him that because of my beiﬂg rushed backward and fqrward
to Ireland and Scotland I had no clear details
but believed that Pat McCullam was responsible for dealing
with the scheme for procuring the rifles. He told me to
tell Robinson that some membersof the organisation (I.R.B.)
on the-Volunteer Counci; were supporting the mark-time
policy‘and were'solely political. He gsaid that within a
day or two he would be going north to get reports and would
send a communication to Glasgow for McGill within a few days.
He wished me luck and hoped I would be stationed in;Dublin
or ﬁhe North, I left Dublin in the afternoon for ﬁelfaét,
where I took the boat for Ardrossan and train to Glasgovw.
When making my report in Glasgow, I learned that Seumas

Dempsey had left Belfast for U.S.A.



Lth January:

On the morning of the Lth January, 1916, I arrived in
Glasgow. I went to Liﬁm Gribbon's shop in tﬁe Saltmarket
and left a message to be delivered to P. O0'Neill (I.R.B.)

I then went to Joe Robingon's home, where I stayed until
he came home and I made my report to him from Dublin,
I then.went to A. Carmichael's home, where I stayed the

night.

Hhth January:

-

On ther5th January, f916, after receiving ﬁotice
from Lidm Gribbon, I attended an I.R.B. meeting a£ 7 6'clock
in the Hall, London St., Glasgow. Present were Denis
Canning, Tom McDonald, Pat 0'Neill, Tom White, Pat McCallum,
Pnil Graham, Lidm Oswald and J. Rbbinson. As my report
from Dublin was most important, Tom White was instructed to
také notés in case they were néeded as minutes for the
Divisional Board meeting of the Scottish I.R.B. Joe
Robinson said he had received his réporﬁ from me and would
attend to all matters concerning 'A' Company, Glasgow Irish
Volunteers. After my report, it was agreed to spéed-up
activities in Scotland in the interest of the Military
Council of the I.R.B. in Ireland., Liém Oswald said he would
have repofts from the'ybung Scots and the, Clyde Revolutionary
Party by Sunday, the 9th January, 1916. P. 0'Neill said
he would see-that instructions would be sent to all Circles,
that he would see Liam Gribbon that night late so that the
instructions would be dealt with immediately. At the close
of the meeting, P. 0'Neill told me to hold myself in
readiness as I might have to return to Ireland very soon,
and that from now on, whenever possible, I would be attending

Divisional Board meetings of the organisation in Scotland.



8th January:

Oon the 8th January, 1916, I presided at a

‘meeting of Fianna officers in the Volunteer H.Q. Hall,

Ann St., Glasgow, at 3 p.m. After the meeting,

P. 0'Neill, who was in the Hall, told me to attend an
I.R.B. meeting the following morning, the 9th January,
1916, at 11 a.m. in the Sinn Féin Hall, London St.,
Glasgow. The business of the ﬁeeting concerned the
transfer of youths over 14 years of age from the
Willie Nelson Sluwagh, which catered for young boys,

to the Craobh Ruadh Slusgh which ﬁas for older boys.
The meetihg also discuesed the question‘of those

over 18 years of agerand members of tﬁe Volunteers

who coﬁld.go to Ireland.



1916 - Jan, 9th,

On the 9th January, 1916, at 1l a.m., & Glasgow
District Board meeting of the I.R.B. was held ih London
Street Hall. Reports were taken fro@-the Circle
Centres, regarding the collecting of munitions and the

likelihood of men going over to Ireland.

Joe Robinson said that, as far as the Glésgow
A. Company, Irish Volunteeré, was condérned, he could
not know until after the parade, which would be held
that day at 3 p.m., how many men would be able to leave

for Ireland soon.

Pat 0O'Neill said that Seumas McGollaghy of the Govan
Cirecle had handed in about a quarter of a stonejof
expiosives, an exploder and some detonators. He also
had four .38 revolvers, two .52 revolvers and a small
" amount of ammunition. He said he would like to get the
stuff across st once, as Seén and Seamus Rice weFe
anxious to get to Dublin. He asked me 1f it were
possible for me to go to Dublin on Saturday, 1l5th

January, 1916, which I agreed to do.

As I had to go to Govan to collect munitions,
Robinson said he would get in touch with me later, and
let me know what transpired at the parade of A. Company,
Irish Volunteers, when he was to prepare a list of men's

names who were prepared to go to Ireland.

I know that the parade of A. Company did take
place on the 9th January, 1916, in the Volunteer
Headquafters Hail, Ann Street, Glasgow.
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1916 - Jan,., 13th - Thursday:

On the 13th January, 1916, at 6 p.m., on’

| instructions from Liam Gribben, I called at Joe .
Robigson's house. Robinson enquired if I had booked
my tickets for Dublin. On being told that I had not,
he told me not to do so, as he had a number of men
going across and they would be under my command, and
that he would purchase the tickets at the last minute.
e also said that it was not necessary for me to
report back to 0'Neill on tbe‘matter, and to be at
Headquarters, Ann Street, on the following night, the
hth January, 1916.

1916 - Jan. 1ihth - Friday:

On the 1ljth January, 1916, at 7 p.m., I reported
to Joe Robinson at Volunteer Headguarters Hall, Ann Street,
Glasgoﬁ. "He told me that he had éummoned,;fof:§~p.m.fin
the Hall, & number of Volunteers, some of whom were
prepared ta go to Ireland on Saturday night with me.
I told him that,'in that case, I should be able ﬁo get
very nearly a half-hundredweight of munitions 8CT0SS, and
that I would nétify O'Neill and Tom McDonald to that

effect.

Robinson said_tﬁat he wanted to make use of the
men before they left Scotland, that Seumas McGollaghy,
through his brother Sedn, had access to the keys of an
explosives magazine, £hat he intended to raid it, that,
after 5 p.m., it would be dark, and that, with fast
action, we could have a large amount of material and be
out at sea before the British authorities would know

anything had happened. I told him that there would
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be some confusion in Dublin, and that I would éave to
change ny transport sea route to Belfast insteah of

to Dublin, as the Dublin boat train left Glasgo%, early,
for Greenock, but thg Belfast boat train left G#asgow
for Ardrossan at a later time in the night. h.
It was agreed that Joe Roblnson should ikterview

the men that night, and that those who were willlnn to
g0 on the raid would be moblllsed for 3 p.m., Saturday,
15th, in the Hall. I was to see that about a éozen
revolvers, some haversacks and kitbags would beiin the
Hall, and he was to see that a tin trunk and twg
travelling cases would be in the Hall, for sea ﬁransport,
and that a number of Fianna members would be in lthe Hall

_ to wait for the men returning from the raid.

|

|
1916 - Jan 15th - Saturday: | |

On Saturday, the 15th January, 1916, at 5lp M.,

‘about a dozen Volunteers and a half-dozen Fianna'Scouts
met in the Volunteer Headqu&rters Hall, AnnStre;t,
Glasgow. After four o}clock, the Scouts, who ihcluded
Tom MacArlane: and his brother, Frank Stack, Char%es lcKee,
Frank May, and F. McKeever, weré left in éharge 6f the
Hall, with instructions to have supper prepared %or the
raiding party, between eight and nine o! clock. wA tin
trunk and two travelling cases were& put in the offlcers'

quarters. - i

The Volunteers wefe supplied with haversagks and
knapsacks, and some of them were given revolﬁers!and
short broad blade swords, to be used as jemmies %r levers
for prising open doors or windows. French caval?y
swords, cut down, were suitable for this kind of %ork.

The Volunteers then proceeded on their way, to raid the

|
|
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Eadies pit magazine, Park View.

C. Turner, Frank Scullion, Sedn Hegarty,%under
Joe Bobinﬁon, with Seumas McGollaghy as guide,_%eft the
city by tram-car. A. Carmichael, B. Friel, Seén Rice,
Seumas Rice, Liam Gribben and Phil. Graham, und%r ny

. |
command, proceeded on the next following tram-car, to

. |
the ecity terminus. When both parties met, thex ware

split up, and converged on the magazine in patrJls of
two's and tﬁree's. As Sedn McGollagnyhad arranged an
easy access, we were not long in procuring aboutione
hundredweight‘of explosives and some hundreds ofl

\
detonators, which we conveyed back to the Hall\i? Ann

) |
Street by the same route as we had left. :

When we arrived back at the Hall, the matérial-
|

was put inﬁo the tin'tfunk and cases. Those of%us who
|

were going to Ireland had a clean-up, and ate soée of

|
the supper. i
5 !

We then left the ﬁall and made our way tolthe
Central Glasg.ow railway station, where we boardei the
train for the Belfast boat at Ardrossan.  Some of our
luggage was put into the guard's van, and members!of
Glasgow Cumann na mBan and Volunteers gave us a hba?ty
send-off; by throwing confetti on us, which drew away

the suspicions of the Irish detectives at the station.

|
| .
During this period, ships could not leave ?ritish
ports without the consent of the British Admiralty, who
‘ ' |

were responsible for ship movements against German

. - Lo
submarines. On the all-clear, we sailed for Belﬁast.
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1916 - Janvary 16th - Sunday: | i
|

On the morning of Sunday, 16th January, 1916,
prior to the ship berthing at Belfast, I instrpcted
the Volunteers aboard ship with me as to our behaviour
and' procedure while ashore in Belfast. ' I explained
to them that, officially, I was éxpected to ar}ive at
the North Wall, Dublin, that morning, and not'in
Belfast, that; owing to-the new set of circums#&nces

{
and on the instructions of Joe Robinson, we were now

to land'at Belfast, that there was a possibili%y that
our friends might not be on the look-out for us at

the Belfast docks, that, in the event of there being
|
g delay in our getting ashore in Belfast, Sean ;and

Seumas Rice would go to their pre—arranged loégings in
the.ciﬁy, that the remaining five of us‘wouldfproceed
to the Great Northern Railway station, to tryiand get
the 9 a.m. train to Dublin, thus leaving no méterial
in Belfast, but that, if we were ashore at Beifast too
eariy, T. Scvilioen, C; Turner and myself would take a
Jannting caT;'with éll the munitions, to McGl#de's
house, Falls Road, and that Sean and Seumas Rice,

Sean Hegarty and Seumas McGollaghy wouid folléw,with

. [
the personal luggage, in another car, or, if possible, a

cab. .

As we were allowed ashore ecarly, we ca&ried out
the latter course. When we‘&rrived at McGlaéé's house,
we could not get admittance, and we were toldﬁby .
neighbours that the sisters McGlade had gone éut to
early Mass. As any delay in this guiet dist?ict might
cause suspicion, I decided to proceed to xhevfelfaatﬁhome
of James Connolly and get in touch with the Belfast

f
!



|
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Volunteer officers. On arriving at the house, we’
were received by Mrs. Connolly, her two daughtérs and
. i
son, Roddy. I apologised for our sudden arriyal, and

sald we would leave as soon as possible.
|
We had been observed by Volunteer scouts as we
went on our way through the city to McGlade's.é - One
i
of the Dempsey's, I am not sure whether it was ?addy or
Seumas, called on us at Connolly's, and told me that

. |
Denis McCullagh was out of town, and that it would be

dangerous to go to the Flanna huts at Willowbank. He

then went to Donnelly's for instruetions and | .
information. Sean Hegarty and Seumas McGollag?y went
to the raiiway statién, for information concerping
trains to Dublin. Sean and Seumas Rice were Fold to
fix theﬁselves up in Belfast until they got
instructions from Dublin. Later, the Rice's %ame
back to the house, and told me that the next t%ain
for Dublin‘Was in the afternoon, and that, whep Sean

Hegarty and Seumas McGollaghy arrived at the station,

they learnt that a train was about to leave for Dublin

and they boarded it.
. |

From the information I got in Connolly's, I

gathered that there was about to be some commo#ion.
Some of them thought that the% house was under!
observation by the R.I.C. and might be raided,%so I
was anxious fo get clear of the city. I requésted'
Ina Connolly and someone else to go out and ge# a
car. Before leaving Belfast, we had to leavéisome

of the material behind, a quarter of a stone of

|
explosives, one exploder and a hundred detonators.

The Rice's were instructed to leave their smali arms
!
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|
.and ammunition in Belfast before going to Dublin.

;
Later, F. Scullion, C. Turner and mysélf left
for Bublin on the 2.30 p.m. train, I tippeé the
porters well. They were under the impressién that
the lugzage contained books and tools whiichiwas put

into the guard's van.

At about 5.15 p.m. that evening, F. Séullion,
C. Turnep and myself arrived ét Amiens Streeﬁ railway
station, Dublin. After wait;ng some time f%r some
contact tb get in touch with us, I hired a jéﬁnting car

to take us as far as North Frederick Street. ! On the

way, we dropped F. Scullion, who was going toihis home
on the north side of the ciiy. I told the jarvey that
I was not sure of my destination as my friend; with

whom I was going to stay, had failed to turn %p at the
station. Wé drove aroﬁnd the vicinity three!times,

but failed to locate Wellington Lane, of whicg I had
only a hazy mental picture. After so much e#citement
since I had got my instructions on .the 2nd Jaéuary, 1916,
from Sean McDermott, I felt at a loss, for th% moment, .
The jarvey must have sensed something, for, oﬁ the

third trip along North Frederick Street, he s@ggested
getiing the assistance of two policemen, who w%re stagding

) , .
at the corner of Abbey Presbyterian Church, North

Frederick Street, Pressing thé muzzle of my %evolver

1 .
"ragalnst his hip, I told him to keep driving. i{He told

nme to keep calm, and that he would help me. !
|
When we got to Dorset Street, the jarvey said’that‘
|
the Volunteers and the Countess had addressed meetings
i .

from his car. I believed him, and ordered hiﬁ to take

|
!
i
!
.
I
|



us to Leinster Road, Rathmines, telling him that he

would be weli.cémpensated. We halted at a corner,
near Surrey House, and I proceeded alone to %he
house. I found that the lower window was w?de open,
and, when I got no reply to my knocking at t?e door,
I shouted through this window. I kKnew thatathere'
was sémeone-in the house, by the flickering éhadow
on the hall wall and the'candle light in theﬁkitchen.
On entering the kitchen, I found Theo Fitzgeﬁald

there, helping himself to jam sandwiches. He was
. |

surprised to see me., I put him on his honodr, as a
|
member of the Fianna, and told him I wanted to know

John_Tobin's address at once, with as much sebrecy as
possible. As he knew the address, he'returnéd'WImh“me

+t 02 the car, and we all drove to Wellington iane.

I halted the car at the entraﬁce td the lane,
and we unloaded our material. I paid the jarvey

well, We got plenty of assistance from Tobiq's house,
’ . |
from where most of the stuff was sent to 3t. fnda's

college, the following morning, and, later, td KimmageQ
L
I told J. Tobin that I would have to explain to James

Connolly what had happened in Belfast, that I hould
. i
stay that night in Surrey House, and that I would report

|
to McDermott at 12 D'Olier Street on the follohing
morning. | ,

On arriving at Surrey House, which seeméd to be
|

crowded, the Countess realised that I was veryﬁtired,
|

and ordered me to rest, stating that I could réport to
Connolly before going to McDermott in the morning.
|

|

i
|

|
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1916 - Jan. 17th - Monday:

On the morning of the 17th January, 1916, at
Surrey House, the Countess told me that Jameg Connolly
would have a talk with me that night, and th%t I
should report to Sedn MacDermott at once aft%r
breakfast. Iowent to b'Olier Street, Where!I gave 1
report to Sedn MacDermott. He very much showed his
appreciation of our success in getting the méterial to
Dublin, and said that the capture of such &néamount of
nigh explosives by the British authorities wauld have
ruined all their plans. He told me to repoﬁt bacx to
him at 5 p.m., 2s he had some contacts to makp. When
I returned to his office, Sean MacDermott tol& me that
Sedn Hegarty had called on him, and had reporFed that I
and others had beep under police observation ﬁn Belfast,
and that he was doubtful if they would be ablé Lo get
the stuff through to Dubliﬁ. MacDermott did;not inforn
Sean Hegarty that we had already arrived inlD@blin, and
that the maperial had been safely disposed ofé He
told me to go back to Surrey House wﬁere 1 co#ld talk
to Connolly, but to no one else, about this m%tter. He -
also told me that he was not pleased with theiVolunteer

Central Council imeeting, held on Sunday, léthiJanuary,

. and gave me the impression that he was golng ﬁo have a

very important meeting with special individuals that
. |
night, and that he would contact me later, I then-

left for Surrey House. '

On the night of the 17th January, 1916, at Surrey
House, before going to béd,-I had a long talk @ith
|
James. Connolly. - He told me that, through the :Transport

Unions, they had now established quick lines of
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to be carried out by the dockers on both sides, by seamen
1

communication between Glasgow and Dublin. This was

and cattle drovers. He said that the natipmal leaders
of Ireland were about to be faced with a cri?is; as to
how they would act, he had his doubts. I wgs telling
him that Sean MacDermott had said that I couhd give him
the Scottish report, but no one else, when t%e-Countess
and Michael Mallin entered the room. I gatbered, from
his remarks, that he had been in conferencé ﬁith Pearse
and MacDermott, ﬁhat they had diseuésed with%him the
reports of the Volunteer, Cumann na mBan and;Fianna
Bireann Conventions, held in 1915, and that ﬁhere was

a feeling, among the young minds in Dublin, éhat the
older men were going to let them down. I tﬂought that
the points he was stressing to Mallin and the Countess
were that there was a change in the I.R.B. Military
Council, or about to be, and that he, Pearse and
MacDermott were the Council that would formulate for
action. In fact, I got the impression that, at any
moment, we would find_ourselves in defens;veiaction, or
spontaneous melees. Mallin wanted to know about the
new Glasgow Fianna I.R.B. boub. I téld him #hat I had
not heard of any, but that I knew that B. Fr£§l and

A. Carmichael had ideas on the subject, and tbat they
should be arriving in Dublin any time now. ﬁallin said
that he would try and arrange for me to nmeet ?im Ot'Neill
and Seumas McGowan on Wednesday. I told him?that I
should like to meet them again, but that I coﬁld maKe

: |
no arrangements, as 1 was waitinz on instructions. .

Connolly assured him of such, and the meeting.ended.

1
I
|
)
|
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|



1916 - Jan. 18th - Tuesday:

On the morning of the 18th January, ;316, I had
|
another talk with James Connolly, before he left Surrey

House to go to his office. j

At nearly twelve noon, the Countess téld me that
8 messenger had just left word that I was to go to Sean
MacDermoti's office between 1 p.m. and 2 pum.lthat day.
Cormac Turner, who was also staying temporari?y at Surrey
House, but who had no part in the interview wgth
Connolly and the others, had agreed with me that he
should locate Sean Hegarty and Seumas McGolloéhy, so thnat
we could make a report to Sean MacDermott, and find out
about the position of the billeting of men frém Scotland
and the finding of temporary employment for them until
such time as they would be in action. |

T discussed this matter later with Seéﬁ MacDermott.
He said that Ireland would be forced into act;on at any
moument, that events in Englénd, and especially in
Scotland, were moving fast, and that certain frish and
_Irish-Amefican transactions nad got out of haﬁd. He
said he was sending two short statements to Scbtland
on the facts that I had been made aware of, anﬁ that T
should be able to make the neceésary explanatigns; and
that, fof'that Teason, he wanted me to g0 back%to
Scotland at once, to speed up-affairs. He sa;d it was

t
important that Joe Robinson should get the men on the

special list over to Dublin, as port controls would

k .
get tighter and my work more difficult. He also stated
that it had been suffested that I should take instructions

for Dungannon, on my way, but his opinion was ﬁhat I

i
|
|
1
|
|
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should go tomorrow, Wednesday, 19th January,&from
l

Dublin to Greenock, Glasgow. I agreed to do so. He
gave me 5. (five pounds), two letters and e%ghteen
Fianna badges for the men, tb show when they&came to
Dublin, I then met Cormac Turner and S.lHeéarty on
the premises.  S. Hegarty was pleased that éy
transactions were completed. He said he'haé promised
Joe Robinson_that he would let him know'when:we had
arrived safely. I told him not to bother, QS I would

be in Scotland as soon as his postcard. I left them

with S. MacDermott, and went back to Surrey House.
|
I learned afterwards that, . latér. that night,

or on the next morning, Wednesday, 19th January,
S. Hegarty did send a telegram to No. 10 Robson's
Street, Govanhill, Glasgow, stating, “Arrived%safe and

well"™, signed "Reader".
Before going to bed that night, I memorised my

interview and coded some notes for my report fn Scotland.

1916 - Jan. 19th - Wednesday: !

On the 19th January (Wednesday), I rested all day
in Surrey House, -Dublin. In the afternoon, tge Countess
sent someone (I think Andy Dunne of the Dublin' Fianna)
to book my ticket for the boat to Glasgow, and%that
evening I left Dublin. Andy Dunne was consta%tly at

Surrey House, as he was being tutored by the Countess in

voice production and music. He was well knowq as a singer

at Irish concerts in Dublin at that period. .
i
I learned later (in the month of May 1916) from
’ |
Joe Robinson that, while I was aboard ship, on hy way

|
|
)
|




to Scotland, Joe Robinson's home at No. 10 %obson's
Street, Govanhill, Glasgow, was searched atill Pes
"on the 19th January, 1916, Found in the hduse was a
telegram from Dublin, stating, mﬁrfived safe and well®,
signed, "Reader"™.. | ‘
) !
This telegram was sent by Sean Hegart& to
Joe Robinson, unknown to ne. Also found inEthe
house, in a cabinet, were a .22 sutomatic pi?tol,
some cartnidges and a list of Dublin addressés. In
Joe Robinson's pocket were found the keys oféthe
Glasgow Irish Volunteer Headquarters Hall, Bé Ann
!

Street, Joe Robinson was put under arrest in the

|
early hours of Thursday, 20th Jamary, at 12./15 a.m.

\
'
|
i

1916 - Jan. 20th - Thursday:

Thursday, 20th January, 1916, at 12.1; a.m.,
Joe Robinson was bouught in custody by the Laharkshire
Police and two Royal Irisnh Constabulary officbrs, who
were stationed in Glésgow,to the Glasgow Irish
leuqteers Headquarters Hall, Ann Street, whi%h they
searched. 1In the officers!' quarters of the'ﬁall,
vapers relating to the Irish Volunteers were %ound.

Some high explosives, and cartridges were also found.

Robinson was then taken to prison, and detained.

On Thursday morning (20th Jan.), I arrived at
Lieutenant A..Carmicheel's home at Argyle Stréet,
Glasgow. When I entered the house, f took oﬁf my
overcoat, and hung it on the back of a room d&pr,
taking my revolver and ammunition from the poc?etS'and
putting them in my jacket pockets where I also;had two

|
despatches. I then took my jacket off, and hung it

1
)
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, |
ovar the back of a chair. I then went 1ntd the

kitchen.

Mrs. Carmichael said she was pleased that I had
come, that she was in trouble. During a coﬁversation,
she began to cry, and said that her husbhand %adlgone
out to wofk, but, before leaving the house, ?ad told
her that he had found explosives in Alex's (ﬁheir son's)
room, and that, if they were not removed by ﬁight time,
either he or Alex would have to leave the hoése. 1
told M;s. Carmichael not to worry, that Alex:should not
have had them in the house, and that I would Fake them

away, after I had had a rest. 1

T was not long in the house, when Mrs.iCarmichael
afiswered a knock at the door. She was follo$ed back
into the kitchen by a man, claiming to be a tramear
inspector, and wishing to interview Seumas Reader
regarding a tramcar accident in which his nam% was given
as a witness. On being told that I could noé be a
witness to the accident mentioned, as I was n&; in the
city at ;he1time, he wanted to know where I wa%. I
told him that I had just arrived from Dublin, %hat I
knew he was not a tramcar inspector, that he wgs
Sergeant Maguire, G. Division, Royel Irish Conétabulary,
operating in Glasgow. He said he had a detaiied account

]
of my movements for the past six months, and that:I

would have to make a statement on my recent viéit to
Ireland. He said that I left Glasgow on the iSth
Janvary, and while in Dublin, sent a telegram tF‘

Glasgow. I told him that I had not sent any telegram
{(which, of eoufse, was quite true). I learnedlafterwards

|
that it was Sean Hegarty who had sent the telegram in my

1
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- 1
name, without my knowledge, by arrangement with Joe

|
Robinson. The detective-sergeant then &skeﬁ me where

I had stayed while in Dublin. I told him I Had lodged
with my sunt, but, as she was 1ll and I did not want to
have her annoyed,, I therefore would not give him her
address, as he wouid cause her home to be raiged by the
R.I.C. He then said he would have to searchgme, and
asked for the jacket I wore in Dublin. i
i

. 3 l
I then remembered that Mrs. Carmichaelihad told

me about explosives being in the house, so I iold the

f
sergeant that I was responsible for all the explosives

in the house, and I showed him Alex's bedropml' While
he was looking for and examining the explosives, I went
into the next bed-sittingroom where my Jacket |was
hanging on the back of a chair. I lifted my!jacket
with my left hand, and was withdrawing with mﬁ other
hand my revolvér from the right-hand pocket oé the
jacket, when Mrs. Carmichael, seeing my actio%.grasped
me in her arms - she was a strong, stoutly bui?t woman -

and shouted, "No killing dn my housel™ l
1

At this point, I noticed Glasgow unifor@ed
police running into the room where the detecti%e-
sergeant was searching. I struggled free fro$ Mrs.
Carmichael's grip, and threw my jacket under a;
concealed bed, the loaded revolver, two roundsiof .32
ammunition and two despatches still in the poc%ets of
the jacket. As I was-moving towards the winddw, the
police rushed in and seized me. . The Irish deﬁective-
sergeant then entered, and told the police in'ﬁhe room
to get me to thé police station with all haste. He

told me to take off my green Fianna tunic and Sam Browne

belt. When handing them over, I told him that| my



|
|

of the

jacket and overcoat were hanging on the back

room door. He searched them and gave them #0 me to
put on. In the excitement, he did not noti%e that
the jacket was too big for me, as it belongéé to Alex
Carmichael. I quickly covered it with my o*ercoat,
and was then taken to Cranstonhill police stétion, to

be charged and detained.

s I was being escorted to prison, Segn Gribbon,
Quartérmastnr of . Company, and members of éhe Friel
family entered Mrs. Carmichael's house and secured my
jacket. S. Gribbon kept and dealt with theldespatches

intended for Capt. Joe Robinson. He gave th I.R.B.
despatches to Pat 0'Neill, and the revolver to Miss

Margaret Skinnider of Cumann na mBan, to keep for me,
as it was a present to me from the Countess Markievicz
in 1915, It was sent from England by The OiRahilly

to John Carney in Scotland who delivered it to me at
|

his shop in Govan. When Tom White was going to
|

Dublin at RBaster, 1916, he had to dispose ofiit when

trying to pass the pickets and barricades in 'Dublin
: \

during the fighting in Easter Week. :
|

On the morning of the 20th January, 1%16, after
being brought into Cranstonhill police staiiﬁn,
Glasgow, I.was again searched, and it was on#y then
that the old police station sergeant noticed %hat the
jacket I was wearing did not fit me. When Jhe police
realised that they had been.trlcked I was punched on
the ear by tne Irish detective, and then lockgd in a
cell. They rushed off again to Carmichagl's house
to get my jacket, but were too late. As T h@ve alpeady
stated, Sean Gribbon and Pat 0'Neill had guskody of
its contents. F

|
|
|
I
i
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|
That evening, I was taken to a room in the
- |
Glasgow County Buildings for questioning by Fhe
Special Branch of the Police.

my sea journey and the excitement of my arrest, I was

I think they must have realised that, owing to

not in a fit state for interrogation. I was then
|

taken to Uddingston police station and locked up for
B |
the night. Attempts were made to get a statement
|

from me there, but I was too tired to be bot%ered.
|
|
I

1916 - Jan. 2lst - Friday/ Saturday, Jan. 22ﬁd;
. |

On the morning of the 2lst January, 1%16, at
Uddingston police station, I was again questﬂoﬁed;by
Sergeant Maguire of the Royal Irish Constébu%ary,

Glasgow. , 1

|

He told me that Joseph Robinson had bﬁen arrested
on Wednesday night, that a number of names an? addresses
of my associates in Dublin, including a teleg#am,,had
been found on him, and that Robinson and mysehf would
be brought before the Sheriff's court that mogning, for

a remand charge of stealing the high explosives.

I t$0ld him that I admitted being respoksible for
the explosives ih Carmichael's house and assi?ting to
convey.ammunition to Ireland, that, as far as|I was
concerned, Joe Robinson was innocent, and tha% I resented

the charge of theft,

He asked what I had done with my jacket which I

had been wearing in Dublin. I told him that|I had not
a jacket, that I had worn an overcoat over myl

uniform tunic. He then asked why I had put ?n the

|
|
|
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ocutsize jacket in Carmichael's house. I éaid I wags
only doing what I was told, as ohg of the bo%icemen had
taken it from its hanger, searched it, ‘and t$ld me to
put it on, I did so, on the assumption tha% I would
need an extra coat to keep me warm in the co%d cell, as
he had taken my uniform tunié from me. He %aid he had

. . |,
done so, as it was to be used in evidence agqlnst nme.
|

He agreed to my query that the Fianna [Scouts

and the Irish Volunteers were legal organisations,

] was now convinced and greatly relieQed te
know that they had not got my jacket, and that the
despatches would be safe, as Mrs. Carmichael had seen

my action that morning of my arrest.

He then started to give an imaginary routine

of my movements prior to my arrest. I then admitted

that I had left Glasgow on the 15th January, and had
arrived in Dublin on the 16th January, for the purpose
of arranging a summer cemp and convention for|the
Fianna Scouts, in Dublin, that I had succeeded|in

arranging a camp for the Glasgow Scouts in July, ‘and

that Joe Robinson had previously agreed to run ceili and
!
¢oncerts, to raise funds to assist us in our fares,, and

other expenses.

I told him that, while on my way to Duﬁlin,

aboard ship, I got into conversation with two lmen, who,

-noticing my uniform, had said that they were taking
material to Dublin, and might need my assistaéce, which
] agrpeed to give. They were referred to as éat and
Mick, and I parted from them at Ormond Quay, ﬁublin.

|
They were to meet me again, but did not do:soﬂ I diad
|
!
|
1
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not know their proper names, though I believed - I could

. : .\
identify them again.

Some plain-clothes policemen were preqent at

. |
this stage, and I to0ld them that the reason I did not

|
give the Sergeant, on the morning of my arre%t, my
aunt's address, where I stayed in Dublin, waé because she
was ill]. and a raid on her house might have qeant her

_ |
death.

I was asked did I know the Countess Markievicz

very well. I said, "No, not very well", that I knew

she was the President of the Filanna na Eireann, and ..
was doing a lot of good for the youth of Irelgnd. I
'was asked did I know the Fitzgerald's, house painters,
of Dublin. I said I had met one of the boys|at camp
in the Dublin mountains, and had stayed at his home for

one night in 1914.

I was then brought, under escort, to H%miltoﬁ
Court building where, in a waiting room, I wé%
interviewed by a man, whom I later learngd waé ¥r, Orr,
- a solicitor. 3 Being suspiciﬁus of all enquirers,
I ﬁade mich the same statement to him. I told him I
did not need an&one to defend me. He told me he was
defending Joe Robinson. I told him 1 believ%d

Robinson was not guilty and, therefore, did nAt need

to be defended. _ |

|

When brought inpo the courtroom, there rere 8
number of cases for hearing, and here 1 met Jo% Robinson,
for the first time since the 1l5th January. F?r the
short period that we sat together in the coﬁrtL 1 was
able to convey to him that I was accepting par%-

responsibility, that he was to plead innocent,ithat I
[ I
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believed the police had been side-tracked, that they.

_ 1
had not got the Dublin despatches, and that fighting

|
might break out in Ireland at any time., \were then

. brought before the court, and remanded in custody 1n

!
Duke Street prison, Glasgow. '
|

|
The following is a copy of an extract Ifrom

"Nationality", dated 29th January, 1916:-

"ENEMY ACTIVITIES."

"A fortnight ago the enemy's R.I1.C. arrested
Captain Terence HacSwiney, the able organiger of
the Co. Cork Volunpeers, and Thomas Kent oF the
Castlelyons Company. Both have been lodgeéd in
Cork Jail, Up to the time of writing, noicharge

|
has been made against them. . |

Lagt week Captain Joseph Robinson, lst%Glasgow

Co., was arrested at his home in Glasgow. i The

operation was carried out by six Glasgow d%tectives
in charge of ex-R.I.C. man Harrington. Cﬁptain
Robinson's house was searched at midnight, every
picture was pulled off the walls, and the b%cks
torn off in the search, and cupboards and cbrners
were ransacked, but nothing except a revolvér was
discovered. Subséquen;ly the houvses of ot?er
Volunteers in Glasgow were visited and searéhed,
and Captain Seamus Reader of the Fianna wasi
arrested. Up to the time of going to presﬁ we
have no information as to whether any charg% is

to be made agaimst the Glasgow prisoners. |

|

On Saturday night, Surrey House, the residence

df Countess de Harkieviecz, of the Citizen Army, was
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"visited by a body of the D.M.P., including
men of the G. Division, and in the absencé of
the owner was searched. * The only boo%y |
discovered was a small hand printing pres%, and
this was taken to the Castle. Two or three

other houses were visited and two rifles ‘
seized, also in the absence of the owners,
The police report as supplied to the newspgpers

is altogether inaccurate and misleading.

We understand that the Irish Volunteers
were informed of the raid as soon as Surrey
House was reached by the enemy. Within hélf-an
hour two battalions of the Volunteers had ?een
mobilised in anticipation of a general raié for
arms. The.men meant business, and had thﬁir

services been required would have given a_&ery

good account of themselves.®
. i '
The following is a copy of a report of the Royal
}
Commission on the Rebellion in Ireland (May 1916) which

refers to my arrest on Janvary 20, 1916:-
|

|

"Royal Commission on the Rebellion in Ireland"
- |

wNote on Cases of Unlawful Possession, anc Larcenvy of
High Explosives." | |

" (Produced by Sir Mathew Nathan.)"

“Lanarkshire (Scotland)."

"Between 2 p.m. on the 15th January and

8 a.m, on Sunday, 16th January, 1916, a |

cclliery magazine was forced open; and 90 lﬁs.-
of Dynobel and 4O 1lbs. of Arkite stolen therefrom.

Amongst & number of gun-powder packages stran

|
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|
tabout the magazine was found a Trade Soci%ty
Card, issued and signed by a Belfast man.l

and bearing the name of

|
. - He was knownlto
the Royal Irish Constabulsary at Glasng a% a

) 1
Captain in the Irish Volunteers there, and a

man holding very extreme views., The |
Lanarkshire police arrested him on the mo%ning
of the 20th Januvary (12.15 a.m.) at his
father's residenéé at Glasgow, on the charge

of stealing the explosives above-mentioned|.

None of the explosives was found in the house,
but a sighed telegram was observed lying oL a
table, handed in at Dublin and merely stating,
"arrived safe and well", A loaded revolver and
a number of cartridges, etc., were also fo%nd,'
.and én envelope with a Dublin name and addzess.
Some kKeys which he had in his possession, he
stated, belonged to 3l Ann Street (The Iri%h
Volunteer Drill Hall), and he was taken the%e, in
custody, and the place searched. In a lar%e box
filled with papers relating to the Irish Vo#ﬁnteers
found in a room in a house used as an officé, six

dynobel cartridges, portion of those stolén{on the

night of the 15th January, were discovered.

. Sergeant Maguire, Royal Irish Constabulary,

Glasgow, ascertained that the signer of the !telegram

|
|
was &an officer in the Sinn Fein Boy Scouts who

resided at Glasgow, and on arriving there onl the

morning of the 20th (the same morning on whibh the
|
|



“4Captain" was arrested) found that the Sinn

Fein Boy Scout officer had just returnéd From
Dublin. On being questioned by the Serg%ant,

. |
‘he admitted that he left for Dublin via Btlelfast

at 11 p.m. on the 1l5th January, along with two
|

younger men, nsmed 1and

. He further admitted

that the "Captain pald their fares to Dublin from
. ’ P
the Volunteers' fund, for the purpose of attending

the bonvention of the Irish Volunteers on Sunday,
16th January, and they lodged whilst in Dublin at
a house on East Ormond Quay. His landlady, who
was present, said he had a small bag when setting
'out for Dubfgn, but this he denied. He then left
the room, and went into another room, followed by
the Sergeant who found, in the bottom of a| box
where he kept his clothes, a parcel containing ten
dynobel cartridges (portion of those stolen) and a

small cash box, fitted up with two dynobel |cartridges,

.arpiece of time fuse, a detonatar, some soit cloth
in layers, resembling lint, and one rifle cartridge -
apparently intended for use as a qub. Sergeant
Maguire then sent for the police and requeéted them to
+arrest this Sinn Fein Boy Scout officer, er the-
larceny of the explosives and having them in his
possession, A telegram, notifying the arrFst of
these two men and giving the names of the ther

' persons implicated, was received in the Roy?l Irish
Constabulary office at 6.30 p.m. on 20th January,
and a copy was sent to Dublin Metropolitan Police

on the same evening. The Sinn Fein Boy Scout

officer subsequently stated to the police that he

i
1



"eft for Dublin on the night of the 15th, |he

- was accompanied by A., believeq to reside at
St. Andrew's Terrace, Dublin, ahd by B., address
unknown, and that A. and B. carried exploéives..
He alsc stated that he lodged with C., a Rainter.

| A telegram giving this information was re%eived
in the Royal Irish Constabulary office at!lo.h5 p.o.
on the 21st Januvary, and a‘copy was sent to the

|

Dublin Metropolitan police next morning.

Acting on warrant issued by the Competent
Military Author;ty, Dublin, the police on khe night
of the 22nd Januvary, 1916, searched & number of
houses in Dublin for expiosives, ammupitib? and
other articles prejudicial to the Defence .0f the
Realm. The premises searched were those of D.,
C., A., E. and F. All the persons named %re
connected with the Irish Volunteers and SiAn Fein
Boy Scouts. The latter act very much undqr the
guidance of D., and four of these boys, inéluding

E., were found at the residence of D. when lthe

police entered there on the night of 22nd. | Nothing
in the nature of high explosives was found at any
of the addresses, but some 950 .22 cartridges, a
hand printing press and a quantity of anti-gritish
literaturé were discovered at the residence|of D..
and seized by the police. It is believed that

the explosives were removed from this house|on
information of arrest of the Captain and the Sinn
Fein Boy Scout officer in Glasgow on 20th. Some
rifles, etc:, were found and seized in the houée

of C., and some cartridges in the house of E.
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"Nothing of an incriminatory character Wis
found at the residence of A. or F. Thé

houses searched were entered almost E

simultaneously about 8 p.h., and the work

finished before 1l p.m.™" | ' \

In the Royal Commissioners Report ol the
Rebellion in Ireland (May 1916), the followipg reference

is made on page 18, lSthAMay, 1916: -

"562. (Questions put to the R.I.C.) - Hawe

vou I.R.B. Branches in Glasgow?

}
|
\
(Answer by the R.I.C.) - Probably there afe
members in Glasgow," 1
| |
This proves that the R.I.C. had no: real infofmation

about the I.R.B. in Scotland.

The following statement was made to the

Commission on the 25th May, 1916, page 58, in reference

to the Military Council of the I.R.B.:

"Emissaries of theirs stole high
explosives near Glasgow, and \

brouvght them to Dublin."
This referrfed to my activity on behalf of the Military

\
Council of the I.R.B. _ ‘
' |

At the Scottish I.R.B. inguiry into the

bublin,

participation of their members in the Rising in
Easter, 1916, and the case of Joe Robinson, hel£ at |
Glasgow early in 1917, it was stated that, on the arrests
of Joe Robinson and Seumas Reader on the 2bth January,
1916, Sean Grilbon, Pat 0'Neill and Pat McCullam, in

conjunction with Tom MeGill, acted immediately, with the
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result that Connolly and. MacDermott were made aware
of the facts 6n the 21lst January, 1916. SOme:hours
before the Royal Irish Constabulary in Dublin ﬁere
notified from Glasgow of fuller details, by their
second telegram to Dublin at 10.45 b.m. on thelnight
of the 21st January, 1916, MacDermott's despgtchés,
whiph S. Reader had saved, were brought back to
MacDermott, for confirmation and destruction. . This

was witnessed by L. Gribboa and Pat. McCallum,[who

‘stated that MacDermott was very pleassd with the

actions of 3. Reader. He sald he was convinbed that

there would be further arrests in Glasgow and Dublin.

- Connolly had already taken precautions since tbe 19th

January when he receiﬁed a message from Belfas# that
the authorities were supposed to have his home:under’
observation. It had been reported to Connoll& that
the Clyde Workers' Committee were to discuss méthods
to stop conscription and to cause mutiny in thé

Britishrﬁrﬁy, and that there were bound to be ?rrests

under the Defence of the Realm Act. :

1916 - Jan. 30th - Suhday:

John Mclean, after having addressed a huge
demonstration in Glasgow Green against war andf

conscription, on the Sunday, the 30th January,;offered
|

his services, if required, on behalf of the Irish-

i
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prisoners in Glasgow, to Pat HeCallum and Paddy-McElroy
of the I.R.B. |
| L
The Partick and Whiteinech Branch of the' Young

Scots League and the Scottish Home Rule Party'made

the same offer, through Eamonn McKay.

The Irish Prisoners' Committee of Glasgow
supplied Robinson and me with food while we vere
detained in Duke Street prison as untried‘prisbners,
and it was through this that I found out that Lhere
had been arrests of_some,of the 3Scottish Socia}ists,
because, one morning, James ngton, later M.P.; had
received my breakfast by mistake. The explanétion was
given by a warder. I also gathered from a prison
passiman, during my period of about fourteen weéks in
Duke Btreet prison, that there was unrest in Gi&§gOW‘

and that there was lntended revolt on the Clyde, . which

was to be crushed by the authorities. I learned of the

arrests of Clyde workers, of the confiscation of the

|

workers' paper, because of J. McLean's article'-

"4 Desperate Situation® and "Should the Workers Arm?" -
|

of the arrest of John McLean, his being detainsd in

Edinburgh Castle: and his being sentenced at thé High

Court, Edinburgh,to three years penal servitude on the

12th April 1916,

I was allowed one visitor per week, and:received
a number of visits from Una #McKeown of the Glaégow
Cumann na mBan, who conveyed to me the informaﬁion that
my bﬁéle was being kept for me. As the bugleimeant

ny revolver, it confirmed once again that my revolver

and the despatches had been saved, and so put my mind,

to a certain extent at ease.
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But, one day, I received' a visit from tﬁe
Governor and head warder of the prison. They?were
accompanied by a man whom I presumed was a det?ctive.
The Governor addressed me, with his hands behiﬁd nis
back. He reminded me that I had made a state@ent
to the police %o the effect that I did'not knoﬁ the
Countess Markievicz very weil. I replied that that
was so.  He then handed me an open letter, st%ting
that, if I did not know the Countess very wellﬁ I knew
her dog very, very well. He said 1 could reéé the

letter, but that it must be handed back to himl

The letter was addressed to me from theiCountess.
In it, she stated that I was ﬁissed in ﬁublin %ery
mach by puppet angel face (which was the nhame éf her
dos). - She stated that she and my companions ﬁere
proud of me, and that they sent thelr best wisﬁes, and
she, her love., I knew that her letter would ?e used
against me, and I also knew that a fight was néar at

hand in Ireland. I paced my cell, with spasms of
sadness and elétion. I rememb:r taking my alﬁminium
hair-combd from the little shelf in the cel] bréaking
off one of the teeth, and writing dn my cell wall a

quotation from some unknown or forgotten source: -

"Ours is a cause that can never dis. | i
So, then, buckle pn,y@ur belt of arms,
And put aside your peace and rest.
For the cause alone is worthy, E

And the good days bring the rest.,"™

Some days later, I was given a scrubber .and a

pail of cold water, and told by a warder to get the

writing off the wall at once, but the more I sdrubbed,
’ [
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the better it shone out.

I don't remember how this

incidént anded. I was removed from that cell; and

events for me bégan to speed up; by - the nature

of the activities around me, I sensed that thef

Rising, or major activities, had started in Ireland.

From January to April 1916, apart from Pat OtNeill

and Tom White, it was Phil

Pat McCullam, working with

Graham, Ligm Gribbon and

Tom McGill, who got :the

information concerning Scotland to Connolly and Pearse.

This and early events prior to Januery and

February, 1915, brought about tihe conditions which

partly lead to the cause of the Rising in Dublin,

Baster, 1916,

Witness: @Mﬁjf M

Signed:

Date: /45/2/7f

(Investigator).
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