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A very considerdﬁlé revival of national feeling and @
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sentiment was caused as a result of the ﬁany meetings andy

S _‘.‘"
demonstrations held in Dublin and in many parts of the ca.nﬁfﬁmff

Py

“ér:

in celebration of the Centenary of the Insurrection of 1:
Dublin, I think, was particulerly affected. There were |
nationalist organisations established during the year 18;_¥
a year or two following, '98 Clubs became a fairly commof
of national political l1life in all parts of the Clty, and;
of' the country. For a nnmber'of years after the '98 Cel
demonstmtions took blace in the counties where there had
considerable activity in 1798, and monuments were erect: :
connection with the unveiling of the monuments, demonst:u}{
were held to which large numbers of people travelled, an‘if,

these meetings speeches urging a revival of national sen SR

 and national activity of various kinds were made by peopi¥

prominently associated with the Yational Movement.

TRe

calleqqeaelic poittieal movement, were assoclated with f
Centenary celebrations. The Parliamentary Party of the
took a'prominent part in it, and the various sections of

associated themselve%, but these meetings and demonstrati

were utllised by a small but effective group Of people who

Y
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been faithful to the Fenian tradition, and a great number of
whom were still members of the Fenian organisation - the Irish

Republican Brotherhood.,
. ? '

L

In Dublin there still remained a fair number of oldish men'® .

wWho kept alive the Fenian Organisation. When I joined the

ﬁepublican Brotherhood, I think at the end of the year 1899,
there were not, as far as I could.discover, many of those men

who were active, I came across many afterwards who were
sympathetic, but I knew fery few who were really aétiye members.u
o# the organisation. I was brought into contact with th??&:ﬁy§°m

1

»
by the late Patrick T. Daly, a'printer,theg,l think,emploj%d >

'
.-f{ I
H

in Dollard's Printing House, but I was actually sworn into the !

. organisation by a man named Nally who was a pharmaceuticai

chemist in the Mater Hospital at that time. Nally was later
M s

very active in;1918-19-22 period in the Republican Movement.

He and his wife ha? a flat somewhere in Upper Leeson.st..;?gﬁ$ >

this flat wae used as a centre and rendezvous py many-weli?known

ﬁepublicans o£ the time, ﬁe was a relation of P.W.Nall& ;ho.
: _!

died in 'Mountjoy Prison, a Fenian, somewhere in the 90'3; and

-whose funeral I rmmember seeing pasas.

'Qihﬁﬁdkb7@251%4uaabdmaqj.

P. T. Daly, I believe afterwards became Head Centre of the

I1.R.B, in Ireland, I know that he was in direct communication



To_be inserted on page 3£Vf?X‘

I cannot possibly remember the naﬁes of all the members
of the Bartholomew Teeling Club. | Amongst the'membera whose
names I can remember were Miohaei Go;Eey, Pddraig Mac qulla
f@sa (Ingoldasby), Dr. Richard Hayes,‘ggw the Film Censor, Dr.
John Elwood of Roscommon, Dr. Sheehan, now of %ié%pown, Co.
Cork, Thomas Shine Cuffe, Louis Ely D'Carroll,,Secretary of

the Vocational Educational Copmittee of Dublin, Arthur
Griffith was a member, but never attended a meeting during my

membership.
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: with the heads of the Clann na nGaedheal in America. He was

the man o whom all.correspondenee with the United States passed,
and he, to my knowledge, paid several visits to the United
States, I remember, I th;hk on two occasions, when he.was
Manager of the C16 Cumann Printing Company, Strand Street, Dublin

which was the printing office set up by a number of Gaellc

Leaguers to help to produce national books, particularly Gaelic

L1

matgrial, I acted for him as substitute manager fob ¢he Company

during the three weeks or so while he was away.

I have no personal knowledge of the reasons that ledd to
e his later expulsion from the I,R.,B. though I heard a lot of

rumours. at the time, . e

I jolned the Bartholomew Teeling Circle of the I.R.B. of
which this man Nally was the Centre, and when I Jjoined there
17 - ' . ./- J‘?"‘"
i ot \ | X Iy S
Prris, were ten or twelve members mmediately I became a very
active recruiter and organiser for that circle and for the I.R.B.
in general. 1I recruited a good many members in Dublin. I was

4

sent to Wexford and recruited a great many members there,
particularly at Enn;scorthy and Wexford. I was sent, on
recruiting missions to Arklow, Galwayblahd 8ligo. In wexford

- I remember well, I am not certain of the year, but it wae probably

U about 1944 or 1945, one Sunday morning in the drawingroom of &

Mrs Barker in South Main Street, Wexe®¥d, I took in ten or
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twelve new members, among them being Bob Brenna s Walter Foley
and Bamon Foley; a son of the woman of the house, Seén Barker,
é 1 . .
Seén S!(nnott\Ned Redmond. I read in Mr Bob Brennan's book
"Allegiance"™ that I swore his wife into the i.R.B. I must say
that I have no recollection whatsoever of doing this, and I do

not believe I ever did so. I never knewbf any woman being avorn

into the I.R.B.

At the meetinge, the subﬂeet:ofﬂecruitment to the I.R.B.

_ | y
was a subject that occupied a good deal of our time, Names
would be proposed and members would be asked for impressions or
views as to whether the person whose name was proposed was
sultable for reesuitment. The proposed member would have to be
known as a person who held strong national viewss— who was trust-
worthy, sober, steady and reliable, and our effort was to try to
get' enlisted wellknown men who occupied positions of authority 1in
their own social and business circles, We met once a month and

paid a subscription of 1/- per month, and in addition, 1/- per

month for the Arms Fund.

Discussions(at thees meetings fould take place Members

2k
would,\questiom’about the national activities wd.-ﬁln the verious-.

-other social, political, and national organisations to which
members belonged. If activities were being indulged in by any

of these organisations which, from the I.R.B. viewpoint would be

»
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Sy
regarded as anti-national, suggestions would be made by members
Ohoe
that the-organisation should take some notice of such activities,
A
and perhaps recommendations would be made to the'Centré*éléircle
ir.
which was the body governing Iocal I.R.B. activities, that

action c&—rdme¥ximt should be taken to restrain such anti-

national activities.

It was the policy of the I.R.B. to try to get open or public
national organisations to deal with these anti-national activities
that I refer to, the I.R.B. itself never desired publicity, and

\

never wished to be brought into the open. It tried to exercise
its influence therefore on members of the I.R.B. to become P
members of these éther organisﬁtion&. It also endeavoured to
secure that in all public, national, political organisations,

and eveA sBocial and business organiéat1;£s, I.E.B. men should
exercige their influence to try t6 secure that the activities of .
all these organisations of national endeavour or politicél

activities should be‘directed on lines that the I.,R.B. would

regard as satisfactory from the national viewpoint.

J«,.mh
As—ean instance of the kind of activity that the I.R.B.

As the result of

—

members were encouraged to indulge i

{t was decide

discussion at I.R.B. meetings, that the best

efforts of the I.R.B. members and the I.R.B. organisation should
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be used to encourage the @Gaelic League and the Gaelic Athletic

Association, and our members were urged and encouraged to Join

these organisations and help them in every way. No—effort—was

«<¥0 be made to &

political activitieq& though that statement might have to be

T me

modified 1n‘1ater years, Bat-et—thetime—f-speals—of;—bthere
was—no—destre—eon—thepart of the I.R.B. to encourage these

organisationo—to—partake 1N national political activitiess—

These organisations were regarded as doing national work of the
higheat—eless;and—there-was the-strietest—desire on the

ey
The I.R.B. element were—tim most assiduous in urging support

of organisations like the Abbey Theatdre, and there would seldom
be a night of the Abbey Theatre when many members of the I.R.B.

lotu__ —
wouid not e _present. In—thie—way &he Gaelic League was aufkrﬂo

greatly assleted - I can only speak for Dublin - ani many

branches were &siah&;sheiﬁf1ﬁ%4~4‘i*¢'

Through the asctivity of the young men who were members of
the I.R.B. hurling clubs were encouraged and members were asked
to join them, and where they could find material, to establish

c¢lubs of their own, and in this way a good many hurliing clubs

and football clubs were established in Dublin city.
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A number of my friends of" the I.R.B. thought it a good idea
to establish a Literary and dehating socity which they. believedl '
could be one -of the. best sources of recruitment for our

organisation. ‘ We established one, and called it "The

Confederate Literary and Debating Soc 1et ", "‘j—— "fz
. - j‘h—h,{, ,(M ‘5’_(6

é&ff&z.wm W/nw

>

-
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This Society held debates on aspects of Irish history or
Irish economics and rinance. To these debates students of
U.CeD. and Trinity College and also members of national socisties
in and around Dublin would be invited. These dehates were
frequently very wéll attended. The purpose of the Society was
to spread a khowledge of Irish history and Irish-public affairs,
and, incidentally to get to know people who might prove to be
useful members for the Society itself, and also for the I.R.B.
In fact, thé Soclety was a very useful source of recruits for the
I.R.B. The Soclety organised classes in the Irish language, one
of our best teachers being George Clancy, then a student in U.C.D.
who was latef Mayor of Limerick, and was murdered by the Black and
Tans in Limerick in 1920, Clancy was also Captain of a hurling
club which was established in comnection with the Society.
A photograph of members of the Confederate Soclety and of members
of the hurling club taken about the year 1908 or 9,1 imagine,

K736 boneat e )

appeared in the Lols in the Capuchin Annuel, Another member who
afterwards became prominent in public life was E. A. Duggan, T.D.
who was one of the smb the m&gﬁu}inn sen? by the Déil
to negotiate with the British Government in 1921, Mr Dugg wasﬁuy
afterwards Parliamentary Secretary to Mr Cosgrave, President of

the Executive Counctil,

Other Socleties of a similar kind were active during this
period in Dublin, gome of them were organised by the D%%gannon
Clubs, some by the Cumann neigGaedheal. There was «m—"ﬁim_ég" a*"
Society wh1%g<gae similar to our Confederate Club, which was
ofganiaed by, Ingoldsby family at Fairview. All these Societies
had activities similar to the Confede;afe Club, and they were

closely - behihd the scenes - directed by members of the I.R.B.

One organisation that was very active during this period in
Dublin was the Young Ireland brgnch of the U.I.L. This organiaat—'
ion was of course founded to give support to the_Parliaméntary

Party. It contained a good number of university students, both
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from Trinity and U.C.D. Among the prominent members of this
organisation Qere:- the late Tom Kettle, M.P., Oruise O'Brien,
James Creed; Meredith, afterwards Judge of the High Court, P. J.
Littig;zgip. J.A.-unpége. B.L., and a men named Lloyd. 'Tge
«30clety used to invite members of the Young Ireland Branch of the
U.I.L. to its debates, and frequently some members csme, These
made the debates a lot more lively and interesting. Some of ‘our
members used to be told off to attend debates in the Young Ireland

Branch for speclial occasions,

I remember the occasion when a delegation - aélf-appointed, b
imagine < attended a public meeting held at the Rotunda Round Room
Dublin, at which Mr John E. Redmond was to speak. ' The meeting was
presumably held in furtherance of the objects of the Irish
Parlismentary Party. fThe then Lord Mayor, Mr Timothy Hérringtén
presided. ' It had been announced that soon Dub;in end Ireland ;;?‘
to be visi;gd by K;q’_Edwarg, and at once the question arose in
Dubl;n:what was going.to be the attitude of the Dublin Corporation
towérds the Royal,%is;tgr? . :

r rFd

When the last royal visit took place in 1900, the Corporation
agréed to have an Address of welcome presented in its name by the
then Lord Mayor, Alderman Péle. who, incidentally, was made a
Baronet as a reward. B '

The Commifée w%213§g sed mainly by Miss Maud Gonne who A+l
discussed this matter, Mddecidﬁd to utllise Mr
Redmond's publia:meeting.to raise fhis issue directly with the Lord -
Mayor. The deputation which includedg Miss Gonne, Mr Edward Marqpn,
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afterwards .President of)Sihn‘Féin, qumng.ncnanus; Mary Quinn.
and Arthur Grif;ith,~7§§;nemina£ed.to go to .the meeting and put
certain queries to the Lord Mayor as to his att@tude,towards,thg
coﬁing rqyal‘visit. | |
ord was conveyed to the- members of the I.R.B. that this
égiegatien-WOuld attend the Redmondite meeting, and as many members
as could possibly attend were asked to be present-at the meeting
and to ensure that the delegation would get a proper hearing.
I, with many others of the I.R.B., attended that meeting. I saw
the deputation arrive. I saw them mount the plattbrm, and heard
the discussion that went on between the Lord Mayor and Miss Gonne
and some others of the deputation. The Lord Mayor refused to hear
the deputation at that time, and suggested that they should wait
T . until the end of the meeting to put thelr guestions. Miss Gonne,
however, insisted that the qneations should be put and answered
at that meeting before it beghu ®he tempers on the platform and
amongst the sudience rose very rapidly, xgﬂxWhen the crowd in the
gzii‘aaw M{gs @onne being pushed off the platforqg geveral of ;hg
sttentance, probably I.R.B. men, rushed the platform with the
intention of securing that the question should be put and enswered ¥
there and then, but of course this legd to the.other side taking . |
action, 'so that the meéting broke up in turmoil. I saw the Lord
Mayor 1ift his own chair and direct it down on the heads of

people who were trying to mogp& the platform.

ﬁowevef, the ﬁain dﬁject of’ the deputation was attained.
‘Publicity was given to the desire of the nationalists of Dublin -
that no toyal‘addréss should beétzgggﬁgrby the Dublin' Corporation,. .-
and that no welcome should be given to King Edward in the name of
the City of Dublin.
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I began to learn Irish. when I first started:tb study
for Preparatory Grade. I was then aged about twelve, that
would be about the year 1894, I was then a pﬁpil of the
Christian Brothers, St. Mary's Place, Dublin. - The Headmaster
there, a Kerryman named O’Higéins, was an enthusiast in the
revival of Irish., He selected eight of us but of a class
of about thifty who were preparing for the Preparatory Grade
Examination the following yéar. and ﬁrdered us to take up

~Irish. |

From that time on X took a deep interest in the Irish

‘ languagegﬁand beoame an enthnsiastic supporter of the movement
for the revival of Irish. Soon after I left achool, ; think
about the time I joined the National Lidbrary, I began to
attend classes in Irish in the £rd Craobh of the Gaelic League
which then had 1ts rooms at 24 Upr. 0'Connell Street, I’
attended classes a couble of times a week given there by
Sinead K1 Fhlannagdin,(afterwards Mrs Eamon de Valé;a) Eanmon
Ceannt, famon O'Neill who was a close associate of P&dfaig !

Pearse, and Donnchadh ¢ Liathéin. :

I remained a member of the Ard Craobh and was a student at its.
classes for ééven or eight years. I took part a few times
1n:plays that the Ard Oraocbh produced, always in a very minor
capacity. I was then induced by scome friends to join the

Archbishop McHale Branch of the Gaelic League which uee ;o
F"‘I-"-\/
meet in 41 Parnell Sqguare, a house which became very igus,

in later yeafs as -the Headquarters, and principal meeting o
place of the Dublin Branches of the I.R.,B, and known as the
Forféstérs'ﬂall. One thing worth mentioning perhaps in
this connection is that every night there would be at least
two detectives 6f the Political Branch stationed outside the
doors taking a note of everybody who passed in or out of the
building. | '

I remained a member of the Archbishop McHele Bfénch up
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‘to the.timelljbecame General Bécrétary,or the Gaelic heague in
1915. I was sometimes Becretary, sometimes Vice-President,
and gometimgq President of that Branch. A friend who ..

was also a well-known member of the I.R.B, named Michael

Cowley  and I took turns at being President or Vice-President
pr qurqyary of gherArdnbighOp McHale Branch, = QOowley at that
time was secretary to the firm of Bir James W. Mackey Ltd., ,
8eed Merchants, and was afterwards Aesistant Manager in the
National Land Bank, 67 Lr. Leeson Street.

I was a member of the Keating Branch in the first couple

of years of its existence, and was a fairly frequent visitor.

there .

'In 1903, about the month of March; the Coisde Gnotha of
the Gaelic League appointed P&draig Pearae as-edlitor of

AN CLAIDHEAHH BOLUIB, the official organ of the Gaelic League,
At the same meding, ‘it appointed me es:nanager of the paper.

In this way I was brought into more 1nt1mate personal contact

"fﬁe~dﬁéiid';eagﬁe was' a very‘virilé force in Irish life
at this timé. T am sure it probably had round’ the years -
1904 to 1910, 900 branches affiliated to it. There was hardly
a parish in ﬁhe country'that d1d not have a Branch of't.he"rL
Gaelic League and Irish classes. A very large number of men
and women were engaged by the ibcéi‘brﬁnch'organisatioh.as
travelling teachers, and these peqﬁle by their enthusiasm,®
the activity they displaiad,and their léctufes on Irish hietory
probably had much to do with the revival 'or/g’é?-ong nai;ibnazl"
patriotic spirit that develbped'in'IreIand_iﬁ those.yeérs.

"The 01a1dheamh'301uia" was widaly read, and it had quite

a respectable circulation. The other weekly papera that



_ contributed to the success of the Gaelic League-inuthev
revival movement were, first, the ."Unitéed Irishman" and then
1ts succeéssor, also edited by Arthur‘Griffith;-"Sinﬁ Féin",

and of spuree, D. P. Moran's "Leader", which was founded in

190&-(3,):‘:

The suocess of the Gaelic League had 1t8reaction on
other national activities- the G.A.A. grew by 1eapa and
bounda as a result of the national revival that the Gaelie i
League was raaponsible for. The Fels ceéil was an outcome
of this éame hationﬁl revival. ‘Anotper'organiaation that
sprang directly oﬁt of the Gaelic League was the Irish
Industrial Development Association., ‘The first branch of
this was founded in Cork, and it was the Gaelic Leaguers who
.were responsible for bringing it into existence. The eeconﬂ
branch was founded in Dublin, and it was the Industrial
Committee of the Coiste Gnétha that took action to bﬁing it
into existence. Mrs Wyse Power, afterwards Senator, R&aﬁﬁ

“who was af terwards the first Secretary of the I.D.A. and Kevin

J. Kenny, were the principal promotors of the I.D A. in Dublin.

The Oireachtas, which wae an annmual event then usually
held in Dublin until later years, gathered pogether_the cream
of the Gaelic speaking people from all Ireland,.and sometimes *
fyom abroad. The Oireachtas organised competisions for the
writing of Ifish on literary subjects, higtoﬁical aubaects,
Irish Poetry. the compilation or books for the teaching of
Irish; compexiflons for Irish mugio. pipera,wiolinista.
.harpists etc.

Irish dancing got a treméndoua revival as a result of
the competitions ‘that -were organiaed annnally at the )
.oireachtas,/ﬂedFeiseanna in every county in Ireland. The
Oireacht;s was usually épened by-an ode, the first few of‘“
these at the annual event were read, I think by Dr. Hyde
himself, one of the first was "Eire6chaidh mé feasta......"
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Then there would be an oration by some elogquent natiye
speaker.

One activity for which the Dublin branches of the Gaellc
League was primarily responsible was the annual 8t. Patrick's
Day parade through the streete of Dublin. These parades and
dempnstrations'encburaged what was known as "Language Week"
when, in Dublin and throughout thé.coﬁnxry a collection was
taken to assist the movement and pay the expenses of the _
headquarters staff, organisers, teachers and so forth.

This St. Pétricﬁ'shday demonstration became a ﬁig feﬁtufe.

The members of all the branches marched and . many bands from in
and around the oity of Dublin took part,'and industrial
éxhipitions were organised in comnection with the Qeﬁonstﬁétior
'Phe Gaellc League members organised t&bléaﬁxjreﬁresenting' |
outstanding events in Irish hiatorg,ﬁhnd industrialists were
invited to:diéplay‘théir'ﬁarés,;éome by having trade'éhowé4§zm4
draya suit&bly decorated/advertising their own warea, and
shops in the city were invited to put_én their windows goods

of Irish manufacture._

For a‘gobdlmany years this eftort of the revival was most
sﬁoceesfulg_and'héd the effect of encouraging the use of Irish
mahufacturQAQSanﬂ the support of Irish industry.

.1 am n@t-surg at what period the Gaelic League encouraged
the effort to Gaelicise various public servioes@ﬂane-guch
effort made ﬁaaAto get ;he'posﬁal officials to recognlse
the‘lénguage'by delivering letters addressed wholly in Irish.
This reqnired a fight which went on for a couple of years.
Individuals in certain towns would be selected, and the Gaelic
Lgague, through,its oﬁticial 3;21:;;, would inwite people -
réadera of papers everywhere - to write letters or postcards
to the 1nd1v1dua1°or ‘firm&concerned, and inundate the Post
office with such communications addresaed aolely 1n Irish.

Thia, of course, created problems for the authoritiea,—aa&
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QIO far as I can ascertain, g
‘"2 nobody has ‘yet given’ a.
iwritten account of the- two
Occasions on which Patrick
Pearse, who was a barrister,
Dleaded in a British law
;court.

+ Louis Le Roux, in his “Patrick
H. Pearse,” refers to the first in
8 single: sentence, which is in-
accurate as to the date and
misleading as to the fact, In a -
context of other inaccuracles. I
happen to be one of the very
few persons who was present on
the occasion. ! -
I have always considered that Le
Roux's life of Pearse was written -
lon the worst®possible system that
2 biography:could be put together,
and particularly the biography of
<@'man’like Pearse, ,In .whose all-
ggo;bnef” life’ the most interesting
eature was his evolution,
b : 'y o,
iWrong -Method
‘_ ‘E ROUX treats him- as one
‘a who ‘was born' whole and
entire -as -the Pearse of 1916, who
ihad exactly the same ideas and out- .
{look from his ezrliest childhood
;and knew exactly what he was
{ggmg ltoi dio and be. dlgﬂoring
jchronological sequence and the in- :
" {Buence of ‘contemporary events, he (B¢ was oot contemplating efther
: T 0 an accou oy
rof different aspects of - Pearse—the suneg;cllont, gm%gh he was already
writer, the educationalist, the mili-j8f ardent Gael .
'tant Gael, and so forth. GF'OII"S.V-SIX d.‘i’%’-%\_l'su v Ry IPO%el_;garl
' To divide a man into compart-| 26l named Nia actaiola Bhri.
ments, each compartment covering ‘%cl,:rdia\:;?;_'sgiréugoned Oby htihe R‘tI'?'
& section of his entire life, is to|]o% ang was %’I’:gd I}:l»y ghgarloéaﬁ
lose 5‘?.3:‘ tt?f“ the whole humen|p ..icieates’ The techmcal charge
o aintione: growtll, changes and| v, < that Te had fatled fo comm
‘contradictions and develonment of| o85S 0 he which requiredmi?hg
L ldeas that occur in all men's ?wne;bog a vehicle to have his name
. nscribe
thBy '{,lhis t?ethode; Roux rlet%luces ters.l:’ on
e chronology o earse’s life to i
'a chaos, and complecely fails. {o It was decided to lodge an appeal
] to the High Court—the expenses
analyse or explain the processes by being borne, T think, by the Gaelic
-which the son of an Englishman, | Teague. Mr. T. M. Heaiy, K.C. was
born 1n Dublin in the height of the |briefed for the appellant’ Witk Lim
;Parnellite agitation, studied the 1aw| was a Junior Gounsel whe had been
b‘iﬁ;‘;‘f{leh-a bar':ils%er, Was ¢ab-iconnected with the languade move-
v the ilef“ y- ognile.d lah-ment, Dr. P. 8. Walsh, Pearse, af
Cht, learned rish and|¢his time ‘editor of “An Claidheamnh
¢ en ]us ast, edited|Soluis” the official organ of the
per, later founded|Gaelic League, was a second Junior
became interested | Counsel in the case
les, entered thel )

ent, developed into Appea‘l At Four Cdu"'s

ution and ulti-

HE appeal, which was by way
of “case stated”, was heard
in the Four Courts. I was in the
custom of attending cases in the
court to practise my shorthand, and
rse of |50 by pure accident, I happened to
he present. There were very few
others In Court, and I did not see
anyhody else connected with the
5 language movement. It {s possible
by|I may be the only surviver of thas

.. |audience. i
. The appeal was heard by three
udges of whom the chairman was’

Patrick H. Pearsé

it in “legible charag-

. country.

-and appearance, " with a

.

)EARSE at the BAR
3 PIARAS BEASLAf recalls two faméw cases
i the High Court nearly fifty years ago. -

the Lord Chief Justice, Lord
Q'Brien, better knowh as “Pether
the Packer,” because of the notor-
lous jury-packing that had taken
place in political cases where he
was concerned either as judee or
Crown Prosecutor. ' .
He was a Catholie, and- in the
earlv stages of his career had pro-
fessed Nationalist principles; but he
deserted to the .side of the English
Government, and, by his zeal .in
that service had gained the reward
of the highest judiecial post in the

I believe that the vrincipal

- character' in, Donn Byrne's “Hang-

man’s Houss” was modeiled on the
character ~of “Pether,” though the
portrait is rather too flajtering.
The other Judges were Andrews and
CGibson.

The First Junior . -
IM HEALY, although briefed,
did not apparently find it

i

possible to attend to argue the case.

Dr. Walsh, the first junior Counsel
in the case,-was a tall, dark, stout,
good-looking man, of fine carriage
slight
Northern accent, As far as I know
he never learned a word of Irish,
but he-was a staunch supporter gf
the Gaelic League, and I have seen
him functioning as a delegate at
Lule annua! Ard-Fheis.

At this time the vroceedings of

the Ard-Fheis were conducted
almost entirely in English, as there
was 4 number of prominent workers
in the movement who were unable
to debate a question in Irish. When
an occasional delegate made a
speech in Irish, Dr. Douglas Hyde.
as chairman. used fo explain its
purport in English for the benefit
of those who might not understand
it--sueh as Edward Martyn, Colonel
Moore, Darrell Figzis., Archibald
Nicholls, and even some members
pf the Coiste Gnotha,
i, Under the circumstances Dr.
Walsh was not an inappropriate
cnolee as Counsel, with another
junior who wag an Irish speaker. I
wonder how many Irish-speaking
barristers there were in those days.
1 suspect that there were some
“native speakers” on the Munster
Circuit who weére not very anxious
to parade their knowledge.

* Legible Characters”
"TY\R. WALSH Sstudied the law

: affecting the case, and found
that the Act only. demanded that
the name of the carowner should
be inscribed on the . vehicle “in
Jlegible characters.” He .opened the
case on this basis, and claimed
that Niall Mae¢ Giolia Bhrighde had
complied with the letter of the law.
» The preat point, in his view, was
fo win' the appeal, if only on &
legal technicality. A victory would
have wide repercussions in estab-
lishing the status of. the Irish
languaga.

Dr. Walsh boldly claimed that

t—r i

very -

the “Gaelic characters” “used by
Niall Mac Giolla Bhrighde were
"legible characters,” which rould
be read hy anybedy, even by a
person who had np knowledge .of
Irish, In proof of this he produced
a poster which at that time was
being prominently displayed all
over the city of Dublin.
This was an advertisement of a
bazaar which was 'being held at
Ballsbridge. The words of ' the
advertisement were all English, but
the letters used were * (Gaelic
characters.”'and Dr. Walsh pointed
out that thig was intended for the
general public of Dublin. most of
whom knew neo- Irish. He argued |
that this was the only thing re-
uired by the Act, and that, there-
gre,d. the conviction could not
stand. .

Spelling Of Names

I thoughp, at the time that he
might have also stressed the paint
that & man. is entitled to spell his
name in any way he likes, and that
Englith aristocrats called Marsh-
banks, Beecham or Chumley, spelled;
their names “Majoribanks.” “Beai-
champ” and “Cholmondeley” with-
out inewrring legal censure,

“What is'the name of the appel-
lant, Dr. Walsh?" asked “Pether”

“Mac' Bride, My Lord,"™ answ
Dr. Walsh. . v ’ swe;ed

“It doesn't look like that,” re-
marked “Pether.” “Ig that how it is
pronounced in Irish?"
. “Yes, my Lord,” said Dr. Walsh.
The same as in English.”.

I reflected that it was to be hoped
that none, of the judges knew more
Irjsh than Dr, Walsh. '

After the adjournment 'for lunch
Pearse addressed the judges. To my
surprise, and no doubt to every-
body’s = surprise, he completely
threw over the case made by his
cclledgue and! made an eloguent
speech on the claimg of the Irish
language as the natlonal language
of the people of Ireland on the
basis that Ireland was a hi-lingual
country.  Perhaps an old cam-
paigner llke Dr. Walsh muttered;
“C’est magnifique, mais ce n'est
pag la’ guerre.” . -

Perfunctory Courtesy

IN the course of his speech
A Pearse referred to the appellant
ag “Niall Mac Giolla Bhrighde,”

emphasising the slender  con-
sonants, | "
“Would you -repeat that, Mr.

Pearse?” said “ Pether.”

“Niall Mac Giolla Bhrighde. |
repeated Pearse. .

“I must say,” remarked the Lord
Chief Justice, * that you pronounce
the Irish name more correctly than
Dr. Walsh does.”

“Dr. Walsh, is-a Northerner, my
Lord,” said Pearse—which did not
seem exactly the mpt juste to
retrieve the situation. ‘

When Pearse had concluded his
address “Pether” remarked: “A
y d - argument; ~Mr:- Pearse;.
and’ the two other judges repeated
“Very good.,” and .“Very good, Mr.
Pearse,” .Le Reux says he was

* specially. complimented. by the Lord

Chief - Justice. -but..L. do.net think
there was anything more in ‘these
remarks than the ysual perfunctory
courtesy to & young Counsel who

.| Sir James O’Connor).

JJwas evidently a man of . ability and

might be heard of later

| Dismissed

UDGMENT, was reserved and|

next day I wag presént when thei
judgments were read. It was rather
remarkable that the three judges
paid small attention o the legal
argument of Dr. Walsh. Most of
their remarks wers almed at re-
butting Pearse’s claim that Irish
was the nationa! language of Ire-
land or-had anv legal status in a
Court of Law. Of course, they dis-
missed the appeal.

I do not know what Dr. Walsh
thought of his eloguent but very
independent, junior, but T thought
that the line which he adopted
offered the only hope of victory.

In this case Pearse distinguished)
himself as a patriot rather than a
lawyer., He .was later 'to distin-
guish himself splendidly in other,
fields and make his name a
legend. L .

The Second Case

VHAT case was heard in May of
‘ 1005, Pearse made one more
appearance in court—in .a precisely
similar ecase—in April, 1906, On
this occasion the judges were Lord
Chief Justice O'Brien, Judge

»|Andrews and Judge ~Wright.

This time Pearse had -as his
seniors, © Tim Healy' and _James
O'Connor (later Lord Justice,
The appeal

wag dismissed on the ground that
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and eventually they had to provide Irish speakers competenk
to deal with problems of that kind.

I remember for one Irish Weeky-we had parcels of
posters and literature for circulation‘to every branch of
‘ the Gaclic League all :over Ireland from headquarters. The -
parcel post offiéiala refused to accept any of the parcels
becauee they. were addressed in Irish only. Bo, with the
-assént of tha @General Becretary, then P; é Délaigh. the Dudblin
@hief Coisde Ceanntair of the Gaelic League, of which I was I
think at that time Chairman, organised a group of eevéral.
. hundred men and women %o .go to the Parqg&gi Office together
a cQuple of evenings,of-fhe week beforeiPatfick‘s Day, each
one carrying a parcel, A qﬁeue forme& 6utaide'the Parcel
office at the G.P.0. and nobody could gat in there to transact
an& business. In this way we held the posi office with our
- parcels which were refused. Of course the authorities
had to surrender and agreed to accept the:parceis. Similar
activities were organised in other parts-of Ireland, until.
‘ihe Poat'Offic‘AFc pted letters or parcels ﬁhich were

addressed solely in Irish.

', Another activity of a similar kind that caused a great

afir was when tﬁe Gaellc League asked people who had business
vans or cars to put their names in Irish on .them. in this
case a number of people were summoned fior not complying with
i the 1aw, The 1aw thef| 1 interpreted by the police being that
the names of the owners should be legible nd they did not

regard the Irish language as being legible. The first man

prosecuted was I think named N&ait‘MacG&oiia*Bhrighﬂe from
,(I"d.

Donegal. He was summoned and proaecuted and prdbably fined

a small sum, but his friends in Donegal 1nﬂuced him to gxxa
his case, and 1t was eVenzually brought to the High court
and heard by Peter O' Brien, with Pédraig Pearse and Dr. Walah

as Advocates. - These two were probably employed by the
Gaelic League Tba—£u4guLJQLJ#u}4m&e}&q=£eaguc tg defend
J ot

D
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E#eﬁﬂ Bhrighde when he was brought to Dublin for trial.

7 17 /i

In Dublin two or three people were prosecuted, one wae
Axdga-Walter Cole, &enother was a cdal merchant named
Pddraig O Cearbhalilly . They were both summoned end. fine@,;and
1n=o'cerroll'e.caee,}eecke of coal were taken on him and his.
horse - and coal dray were seized, and K they tried to auction
them. in an auetion room in Bachelor's Walk., < We assembled

.:\/M e '
there in force and dared anybody to ue&k—%a,-equthe.auotion_

proved ebortite.'

I&hink what put an end to these aotivitiee ageinet the
use of Irish on care wee, when I ae Ghairman of the CGleansing
Gommittee of the nublm corporationﬁt the consent of the
other membere of the Cleansing committee to prepoee a motion
that every oar owned by the Dublin corporation should bear ‘
the name of the Corporation 1n Irieh. We hed ebout 300
cars painte@gﬁand eent them out on the etreete of Dublin,
with the name in Iriah, end eent a note to the police calling

1

attention to the faet. That ended the proeecutions.
.} .-

I remember 1n thie conneotion another instance that mey
be worth recording as showing the erfort we had to make ann
the Opposition that we had to overcame. I think it was in

the month of Fehruary 1908 I was elected Ghairmen of the

Pinance committee of the Dublin Gorporation. and one part of
the Cheirman B dutiee was to aign the sheets for paymente on
behalf of the corporetion. It was not ueual to 1esue chequee;
but the City Treasurer, who was Seoretary of the Finanoe |
Oemmittee}mould submit to that committee each fortnight '
long sheects with 1iete of paymente to b:nldnade. éach of theee
sheets would be eigned by the Chairman ¥f the City Treaeurer
and then eent to the bankere of the corporation - the Bank of
Ireland - who would 1eeue pay orders in payment on 'the B
COrporation 8 account. when first these lists were

preeented to me as Chairman for eigneaﬁre. I signed in Irish
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and immediately the City Treasurer raised the point that ihe

'~ Bank- would probably not recognise the signature in Irieh. and
: 2z

he asked me, 80 a8 to save trouble, to aign in ; I told
him that I haﬂ'only one signature and that wae the Irish
eignaturgjyand T refused to sign in any other way. 'The eheets
were sent in’ the normal way to the Ban;;ﬁand ‘at once they were
petirned. The bank refused to pagj;and held up all payments
for three weeke, but when they found the Chairman was

adamant and refused to be either brow-beaten or sajoled into

signing in any other wéy but Iriaﬁ/phey gave way.

One of the activities of the Gaelic League which ought

to be writte e oig;ggﬂﬂ;ig}}mately assgéeated with 1t

than I is that sh in the niverait?oa;

sometimes also Chairman, aometime'IicefcheirmeQJeﬁf%he
Coiste Ceanntair of the Dudlin Gaelic League{ as well ag a
member of the Coiste Gnétha, took an active part in ail tee
@aelic League activities, an important one being the effort

of the Qaelic League to.make Irish an essential subject

in the newly founded N.U.I. The Gaelic League was aware

thnt there would be very etrong opposition to making Irish

an essential eubjeetheven for Matriculation,,endﬁat set -

about organieing, at the etart poeeibly through the branches
Zia:he Gaelic Leagu%fkthrough the Local Authorities everywhere,
and by getting public men #n~a%&—9&aees where they could
bring 1nf1uence to bear, to get every kind of public authority
in the country to.pu@ on.Lecord:ht;/epinion 1n=favour of

compulsory Irish.

As an example of the kind of influence that wae sought
to be brought to bear on the university authorities af=that-

-
béme unless_xhsgzgzgz Irish its proper plaee in the new

univeraity, I might mention that I proposed at the Dublin

Corporation that the-Curporation should tar the citizens by
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- in the £
putting one penny/on the valuation of the rates of the city
gt ea s

!

tg raise a fund b-q-:ha:uaeﬂ- to provide.scholarships for the
qhi—}é-ren- of Dublin &xto the new universlty college, on
condit.ion that Irish was made an essential subject < /h’
Matriculation. One penny in the £ was sufficient to raise
about @4 ,600 or EI@O per annum wh;lch was a fairly generous
contribution the Du‘bl:l.n Corporation towards the
newly established Univereity College, Pubiip, 'lfhis proposal
was carried by a,big majority .KWB% Corporatior}!;and
the exaznp:I.‘e.we set waé 'adopted by other (;orporations and
Coﬁnty Councils all over the country. In thia way a

considerable sum of money wag W placed at the E%EEOBW

of the several colleges ' echolarahips, provided the

- . ., .
university authorities agreed to ourm that Irish

be made an essential subject in Matriculation.
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. During the period from 1899 when Griffith and william
Rooney founded the'United Irishman up to the foundation of &z

" 8inn P&in organisation in 1905, national ~ that 1s extreme
" national - activities were deveoped by a variety of independent

organisations scattered all over the country. The greater
number of these were organisations that came into eéxistence

as a result of the revival of the national spirit induced by the

Y98 centenary celebrations. '98 Clubs were fairly numerous

over the -country. In Belfast there was an organisatioﬁzwhich
called itself "Cumann na nﬂa%%:. Other Cumann na nﬂaé&\CIuba

were formed in Dublin, and perhaps in one or two other cities.

P

The cHef centre offactivity from this time on would
probably be the I.R.B. It did its work in Becretfzgfgfno
mention of it ever appeared in the press. of thqfqrganisatione
probably the best known was the Celtic Literary Bociet& whicp
used to meet at 32 Lr., Abbey Street. Here the most active
person wa's william Rooney. Rooney frequently
on Irish history and on Anglo-Irish literaturegsand got ;iterary
men, historiansggand otherse to lecture at the regular weekly
meetings that were held there during the Autumn, Winter and
Spring months of each year, Griffith used to lecture
oéc&sion&lly end Yeats and Miss Maud Gonne were frequent
visitors and probably alsoc delivered lectures. Attached to the
Society were classes in Irish and a Choral Society which made a

good name for itself,

I think the present Supreme Court Ju&ge, John O'Byrne,
was a member of the Celtic Literary Soclety, at any rate, I
remember him as & viéitor there. I attended the lectures
on history in the Q.L.S. There I first made the acquaintance
of William Rooney and Arthur @riffith and Patrick Bradley,
afterwards Secretary of the Dept. of Education. Bradley was
s frequent contributor to the pages of the United Irishman
and the weekly editioﬁzﬁéinn Féin". There were other branches
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of the celtic Literary Society in different parts of the country.
I think there was one in Cork, and perhape in Galway, and then
there were eimilar societies in eome of the large centres where

Irish people oongregated in England There was a Celtic

_‘Literary Bociety in London and in Liverpool and’ probably in

Glaegow. I imagine there was probably one in uancheeter, but
I am not oertain of that. | Many of theee organieations were
founded thnough the influenoe of the I.R.B. and eome of them
certainly were ueed as recruiting grounﬂe for the Republican

Brotherhood.

‘-~ These eeparate‘eooietiee scattered adl .over the country

got propaganﬂn going in favour of complete Irish independence;
Perhaps it?might be eaid that they later formed the mucleus of
the 8inn FPéin organisation when it was firet founded by .
Briffith at a meeting in the RotundaiDublin in November 1905 T?Q_

I wee preeent at the meeting in the Rotunda. It’nad a
morning and afternoon eeeeion whioh was attended by only a

comparatively emall nnmber who were epecially inwited by

'Griffith to attend to consult as to the deeirability of founding

a new political organieation.

When I attended there came to the meeting with me Jonn
Henry King, a solicitor from Newcastle,.Co. Down, afterwarde
wellknown in the Irish Parliamentary Party, also James Laedner,
eoIicitor‘of Monaghan, who afterwards became M.P. for North
Monaghen, -and M{chedl § Liatnéin who was afterwards prominent in
the Labour Movement in Dublin being one of the foundere of the

)

_Irieh Drapere Aesietante Aeeoeiation. ‘later known as the Irish

bt .
Union of Dietributeﬂ-workere and Glerke. '

‘ Méchedl 6 Liath4din was a brother of Donnchadh 6 Liath4in

,who was most prominent in connection with the QGaelic League and

Irish language matters geaerallxi;and who was the father later
of Oon Lehane, T.D. in theGovernment. Another of these
Lehanes - Domhnall - wasg the first person to be appointed by the
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Board of Education to be inspector for the teaching of Irish in
National Schools. Domhnall 6 Liathain had one son who later

became well—known 1n politica and became T.D. for some place in
cork.

Af'ter the morning eeseion where the decision wasAmade to found
the new politieal organisation to be known as "S8irn Féin, the
public meeting.wae'held 1n‘the Round Room of the'ﬁotunﬁa. |
Afterwarde Griffith,.and I think'John.Sweetman,:oQtlined the
objeete and purposes- of the new organisation. I am not quite
sure if P.T.Daly spoke at'the meeting ihat.night. I know
Alderman Tom Kelly did, as well as Alderman Walter Cole, both of
publin._ I think another speaker at that meeting was & man named
_p' rom Loughrea, Co. Galw &yho had been a prominent Fenlang
_enqu thinkjone of Ehe centreé‘in the west ip'en earlier generatim

I Jjoined that erganisation and took quite an active part

in it from that time on. The question as to whether the members ,
of the I.R.B. should -Join Binnéoﬁiszae frequently and ardently
debated in the various I.R.B. oent:u&. Some members held that it
would not be proper for members of the I.R.B, to Join the organ-
isation, the declared object of which was to endeavour to have
restored to Ireland é'Paélihﬁent of which one of‘the constituent
elements would fe the King of England. This guestion was hot%y

debated over a long period,hut no formal decision was ever

arrived at saying that membere should or should not Join Sinn Péin

/.

. Many I.R.B. men did Join that organiaation, many others were

vigorously opposed to Griffith'e ideas and projeota. As far as .
. I remember 1t now 1 think one of the 1ead1ng opponents was P.B.
O'Hegarty who used to write freqnently in the ‘United Irishman,

was one of 2d_
and later in Sinn Péin, Amonget Griffith's idéas/of revival
of the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland after the pattern o
' t

1782,

_Another person who uaed to write on the eubject and

frequently came :lnto conflict with P.8. 0 Hegai‘ﬁy on these
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matters was Sedn § Sfothchédin, then, likc P.S. O'Hegarty,
resident in London.,. Scén afterwards came into prominence as
one of the chief éﬂﬁ;;;;;,f? the Hospitals' Sweepstakes,

A branch of the new organisation - 8inn Féin - was set
up in the Inns' Quay Ward, Dublin, and another braﬂch in the
East—#ard;—ealded=the Rotunda Ward. Of course branches wepe
get up in many parts in cnd around Dublin,. I was probably
primarily responsible for setting up the two branches in t361
Inns' Quay Ward and the Rotunda Ward. I think that P, T.
Daiy was probably the most active man in the Rotunda Ward
later on, he being then Secretdry General for Ireland of the

-

I.R.Be«

The Inns' Quay Ward branchrat one of its monthly méetings
probably in thé month of December 1905, decided that for

propaganda purposes some person should be selected who would

stand as a Sinn Féin candidate
for the Inns' Quay Ward constituency at the forthcoming ;;!
Municipal Elections. Numerous peoPIe were called on, some: .
prominent citizens who were known to be strongly nationalictic'
in their views were approached, but there was everywherc ':i:
great hesltancy about aligning themselves publiecly with thevt'

new organisation, the future of which no one could foreaee,.;f,
and very few then thought that there was anything like aas 'éf

: ‘_JI." L TR
bright future in store for it, TS

.
'-'r:
LIS

At that time the Parliamentary Party was the dominaﬁt X

. - g’
political foree in the country. There was I think fcr & rx.
S ' PSS R
e of the city of Dublinﬂbra ches of th '-

Hibernian Oegan ation hich had been rev1ved through the ‘ﬁr.

n ad tion (the Belﬂast_so&rd—of—ﬂrn&?“% -

influence of Mr Joseph Devlin in Belfast<was beginning to:-. ?:‘
SRR

spread rapidly all over the country.

We tried many well-known citizens in the area and asked

them to become our candidate, but we had no success.
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Evéntually the members of the Sifg 6%2;%&23¢%§Ei§e? that.

one of their own body should take—dzfihis—werk. Nobody was
anxious for the honour, Eventually, after much discussion
it was decided by—thgmembers that I should go forward as a
candidate in the Municipal elections to be held on the 15th

January 1906,

I was duly ;gzif;fe% Bgt none of us believed that I had

the ghoét of a ¢ ce 4 I must say the members worked most
enthusiastically, canvassing every voter in the constituensy,
probably the numbers of voters at that time would be in or

about 3,000, but that figure could be ehecked. We colle

money and issued posters and leaflets, and I was put o}
as the 8inn Féin, Iriah~;reland£§emperance candidate.
When the election results became known, to everybody's
suprise I was §1ected by a small majoriiy, anﬁ this X

liaunched on my public career.
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8inn Féin began to spread at a very rapid pace. Bracrint—
-Ekanches sprang up in different parts of Ireiand, some in
England and some in Scotland, especially after Griffith's news-
paper changed 1its name from "The United Irishman" to "Sinn Féin",
and when this paper became,-sSe=te—speaiy; the official newspaper
)
of the new organisation, the growth of Griffith's ideas became

evident. ' ’

I am not certaln of the exact detalls as ;o why the "United
Irishman" ceased, but I think it ceased because a Catholic
clergyman in Co. Limerick §omewhere téfk an actiog ;or-}ﬁ%el ﬁ%
against Griffith and “"The United Iris 5@ and a sum which I do

Aty Goranded O
not now remember ﬂer‘damages. @Griffith did not pay the damages, -
Co. 27 ‘,"-vf' 1
but "The United Irishman" went out of existence, and the next
‘?,waek,iariffith'a paper was called "Sinn Féin". Generally

spéaking the same contributors helped with the new paper,fbut it
8oon became evidgnt that the 8inn Péin newspaper was having a 5
considerably wider circulation than its predecessor "The United f
Irishman," , -
' ) —
Griff:g,&l} %oZe well; a foreeful style which attracted many |
people who had little interest in Griffith's political idéas.
Gradually Griffith gathered around him a number of writeré of
distinction.. He opened his columns to literary men and é
encouraged poete and people whose interests were more litérary
than pollitical. Some of these afterwards became widely known
and diétinguished as writers and publicists. James Stepliens,
poet, novelist, and essayist who died a few months ago, was one !
of the most distinguished of these. Another wafl Robert Lynd,
another was PAddraig Colum, Séamus O' Kelly was another. Yeata
was an occasional contribqtor;;and always remained a friend of‘-‘
@riffith's. Another was Se&m 0'Sullivan, whose real name was .
James Starkey, who was a Pharmaceutical chemist in Rathmiﬁes,
Dublin. Another was Jose%_w:l.ly of Belfast, not the Labour
le?gzzi-and Joseph campbelq‘was another., Stephens, COnnolly,
Gampbeli and Gogarty were friends and associates of Griffith's.

They met two or three times every week.
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*the-weekly newspaper founded'I think,about 1900 ox—maybe

.Eg&igggi_ggggg;x} called "The Leader" owned and edited by D.P.
lorqagxwhoil believq/was a native ﬁiuraterforéfﬁgo-had been
employed as a Journalist in Londo%,returned to Ireland and
started this paper. The policy of the paper was strongly Irish
Ireland. Moran gave every support and help to the Gaelic
-League in its efforts for the restoration of the languagg,zand
always had an article or two in Iriesh in every issue of the
paper, aaﬂ'fESEe articles were written by some of‘fha very best
writers of Irishflfsoﬁature. This paper wés also strongly |

pro=-Catholic,

He attacked vigorously various public bodies, public
authorities, commercial institutions and companies; and pointed
out that.thou '::;E:e bodies were supported to perhaps 90% of
their business by Catholics, in many cases Catholice were only
a emall miﬁority of the total numbers employed by these bodies.
It certainly'l think)would be trus of that time that all types
Qf institutions mentioned by Moran, cammercial, industrial and
80 oe,would have only a very small proportion of their salaried
staff who would be Catholics. Moran set out to change this,
and I think much of thé.credit that is due to those who
‘obliged those various public companies and institutions to give
Catholics a due share of employment, especially in the higher
grades qﬁ;their Btaffgﬂmnst go to D.P. Morangbpnd.his forceful

Pell.

It is true that mgrén was a gtrong critic of Arthur
G;iffith and hie writings. My recolleocction is that though he—
did not take a strong line in support of the Parliamentary
Party, nevertheless, Moran wae a follower of the Irish
Parliamentary Party, and recognised that Party as the chief
national political organisation in the country. Moran was a

Home Ruler; Griffith was an opponent of ;a: Irish Parliamentary

Party.and one of the major planks in @riffitis platform was
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the withdrawal to Ireland of the members of the Irish Parliamentary
Party from.the Westminster Parliament. T.P. Moran'scoffed at the

sugkdh‘lqd;apd4¢1d his best always to bring those who preached the

!..

' physical ﬁorce "31103 1nto ridicule. Moran had never any use for

the physlcal force party and referred to them in his writings
always as the "Tin Pike Men".

Incidentally, I can say that some couple 6f years after, the
Rising I met Moran at some gathering or other -~ I had known him
well for a good many years - and he confessed to me that he was
much shocked by the Rising, he had never anticipated anything of
the kind happening in his time, and he felt he owed a deep apology{
to the men from Pearse down whom he had ridiculed and scoffed at

publicly for so many years.

Moran's paper and Griffith's "United Irishman" and later his |
weekly "Sinn Féin" mewapaecy had much to do with the great success
that 4ttended the efforte of all of those who were responsible for
:?e groth and spread of,the @Gaelic League and of the iahllygéﬁgfb

Eﬁﬁyual:;.
Movement, as it was called, in all its various activitiesqdpolitica

and non-political.

As far ae I know, D.P. Moran himself was entirely responslble .
for financing his weekly journal "The Leader". Griffith wasg
helped by a number of people. One of his most ganerous helpers
was Séamus MaoMﬁhns who himself provided funds and helped to raise
funds for him for the "United Irishman" and later for "Sinn Féin"
in the United Btates.

I think it would be 1nterest1ng to record at this sﬁage that
one of the most generous supporters of Pearse when he found Seoil
Eanné?%ggpglso the same Séamus MacManusg.who gave very generously
of his limited resoches,firstly to help Pearse to found the
school, and secondly to keep it going. Pearse, frdm tﬁe.time he
founded the aschool, was alWﬁys in financiai difficulties. How he

managed to drag along I often wondered. I remember sttending a



‘ The meetiﬁg was held in the office of
Y- Accountant of Westmoreland Street.
SRCNpnor was an'acfive man in all the
activitiee of the Irish-Ireland Movement. He was auditor of the
8inn Féin organiéation_and of the "Sinn Féin" newspaper. I
attended the meeting of Pearse's creditors. He was on the verge
of bankruptey at thié timeg-and had to have a meeting of his
creditors}aome of whom iere pressing him hard for_paymant of their
bills. ' ' '

4

I was a creditor to a small amount, but a friend of mine, the
late Thomas o'connor, who was then a provision merchant in
- Rathmines, who owned and ran a'shop called "McGee's" of Rathmines,
- and later became a wholeealé provision merchant, and was most

a;:zgssru%, oLcoaﬁpr was a creditor to a sum of around 81!000/

T as,I remember. When I met O'Connor at the meeyingagzwipeditors
and saw the amount that was due to him I said to o‘Connor: fWhy
do you allow Yyourself to get into such'a position with Pearse ~-
donft you know that if you allow him to run so heavily into debt
with you, you have very little chance of being pald, and after all

' you are only a short time in busin9334§and I doubt if you can

afford to offer any customer so much eredit!

(:E:E;nnor.'who was an old friend-of mine, and alsoc an act1§e
person in the Gael;c League answered: "I think Pearse 1s doing
magnificent work with this school of his. It mab the type of

- school that was very badly needed. Most of our schools - our
" Secondary -schools moast of all - are hot~beds of 'Wgst-Britonism!
They encourage their boys to play foreign games; they do little
or nothing to teach them Irish history; thelr general attitu@e,
if not antagenistic to Irig%tnatioeﬁilgzgtiment and eapecially'to.
’ A Irish Ireland ideas, is at %ﬁf?x-hesx&lo—te—%hem " This was the
late Thomas 0'Connor speaking, 1910, and what he said of the
schools of that time could not be denied. ?Thereforef he said,

Pearse deserves the support of every true Iriahman'hhd of every
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"good Irish nationalist.

"I do not care whether I ever get that £4,000 or not" he

msaid_ﬂl_w;ll be -able to 'carry on without it", and I said: "will

-you'pontinne'to éﬁﬁpiy Pearse in Scoll ﬁanna with the provisions".

"I will" he said, "Whatever he costs me‘.

Were it not that Pearse had genercus .supporters of this
type and of the Béamus MacManus type, his school could never have
been founded, and even if founded, could not have lasted very long.

The creditors present at that meeting arranged, some of them
like O'Connor to forego the debt, others to take a parf payment
in settlement of ﬁheir accounts, and generally they agreed to
carry on and to support Pearse's school as ﬁest they coulq,wénd

" all agreed to help Pearse out of his financial difficulties,
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Branches of 8inn Féin, or, as it was at that time called,

"The National Councll"” were established in many pantres throughout
the country. I was one of a number who used to go at'yeek-ends
. to different parts of the country to organise branches. 1l think
o it must have bden in 1906 that I went to Castlebar with the late
Sefn Milroy, and held a public meeting in The Mall, which was
fairly well attended. Milroy and I spoke and explained the
obJects of Binn Féing-end a branch was formed.

. Other places I went to wer§¢:differen¢ Wards of the City
of Dublin as well as Wexford town, Enniscorthy and New Ross,. I
epoke at a meeting in Limerick with Alderman Tom Kelly and -

Alderman Walter Cole. The meeting in Limerick was presided

over by John Daly, Fenlangand ex-Mayor of Limerick oé;y

- think we succeeded in establishing a fairly strong branoh in
Limerick, . . -

During the Spring and Summer,-1906 and 19075zwe frequently
.went out into the public streets in plaéee like Drumcondra,
Glasnevin, Terenure, Inchicore and similar places around the
City of Dublig,;and spoke from a brake, sometimes on a chair
borrowed from a house in the vicinity, -and preached the gospel
of 8inn Péin. We explained to the pecple the purpose of our
main obJjective which was to withdraw the Irish Members of
Parliament from Westminster, We preached self-reliance as the

Ko
means towards the winning of complete independence of Ireland.

L o
We were enthuslastic supporters of the Irish-Ireland Yovement in

- all 1ts.act1v1ties¢;and those of us who could do 8o always
‘addressed our audiences, in part of our speeches at any rate, 1n

Iriah.

Though the Irish Parliamentary Party was the pominent

- Political force in Ireland at that time, there was in the country
g a feeling of doubt and dissatisfaction with the Party¢:and with
e ¥, Iy - et

!k:’- 11nster in-England. The Liberal Party had been elected to
- power and office, I think, in December 1905«Q9§gnfjfunﬂer the

leadership of Campbell Bannerman,
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When the Liberals  took office it was generally expected
in Ireland that the Irish Parliamentary Partysowho had given
the Liberals generous support in England, would have had
influence enough to 1nduce-that'Br1tish Goveriment 'to
introduce a good Home Rule Bill. 1In fact, such a B1ll had
" heen promlsed 1ﬂ speeches by the leaders of thé newly united
Irish Parliamentary Party, but as time went .on it was men
‘that the Liberal Govermnment had no intention, then, at any
réte, of introducing or passing a measure of Home Rule for

Irelgnd.

This was one of the causes of the discontent and
dissatiefaction that was evident amongst strong nationalists
in all parts of the country. | o '

I referred élready to the revival of séweng nationalist
feeliﬂg which resulted from the Centenary Celebrations in
1898-'99,  This strong feeling was helped materially by the
interest in Irish societies that developed as a result of
the foundation of the Gaelic League in 1893, Another factor
was, of course, the foundation of weekly newspapers witﬁ '

Vel

a stéeeng nationalist andi Irish-Ireland outlook, such as
"the Unjted . Iri " oran'e papey,"The, Leadger" | éﬁﬂ
Ry ARy P e Ll
Later, another journal OF even stfofiger nationailst Bympathies
was founded, this was "Ipish Freedom" which PArst appeared
Wode THE ppes ‘
.about Deeemben-1906.. It was founded by the Irish Republican
Brotherhood, and its first editor was Bulmer Hobson., 8eén

MacDermott was its Business Manager. P. 8. 0'Hegarty was

one of its principal contributors.

Some time before the appearance of "Irish Fzsedo Py

. 7. Y S
Hobson had, for perhaps less than a year, published,at

intervals a journal which he called “The(&ﬁtsﬁynepublic";

"The Parnall 8plit" of course had its influence in

turning people's mindes away from Westminster. The bitter

TR
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attacks of the two elements into which the Irish'Parliamentary
Party split, even after Parnell's deathe-disgusted decent
ﬁationalist opinion everywhere} The people despaired of
Ireland achieving anything from tﬁe Parliamentary Party oF in
Westminster, It took a long time for such a feeling of’
disgust to diepapear, even after the unity of the two |

Parliamentary elements which occurred somewhere about 19b0m
xn-WWp MW’% Mﬁla-,.
The failure of the British Liberal Govermment to introduce
- a measure of Home Rule for Xreland gave Sinn Féin an

opportunity which 1t used successfully for a number of years,

In addition to EEEAPE&Eg?eS of the Organisation known as
the National Council or Sinn Féin, which were established from
1906 oh} other Societles with almost i1dentical objects sprang
up here and there throughout the countpry. 4% think the
- organisation known as "Cumann na ngael! first came into

existenoe in Belfast, later there were branches of it in
Dublin and in Dundalk, and maybe elsewhere. In Dublin also =
é&ﬁzpink I have already referred to them - there were a number

A;hat were called " '98 Cluba", "Eire 6g" Clubs, %
-« W, / 3 M ‘ / p ’ ‘__ A y p 3 _-v . "
- almoat all o the
: aimilar organisations eventually Joined up and assoclated with
zz—i?‘ézﬂéb Sinn Féin. _In cases where they did not actually become
Ao aorii, -t -

ﬁhwﬂg,ngaJQZ;branchea of the National Council or Sinn Péin erganmipatian,
(Jd'é&ﬂ’, ’%./

K2U¢v,k16 they'cegtainly acted in close co-operation in all cases with
Aot o Fn B A4, '

Co g€t S

A ll

’ﬁffva;ag“ When about the year 1908, it became clear that the
. Liberala did not intend to put Home Rule into operation in
Ireland, thére was serious dissatisfaction expressed even in
the ranks of the Parliamentary Party itself. I think 1t was
- early in 1908 that three members of the party resigned.

These wepe
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if I am not mistaken, Chief Whip of the Party. The second
was James OﬁMQara, a member of the Limerick O'Mﬂéra family,
who was a Member of.Parllament for South Kilkenny, and the

-third was Charles Dolan, Member for North Leitrim. It was

known that other membem of the Parliamentary Party were

grievously dissatisfied with the progress made by the Party
and contemplated resignation, but no other member of the

party actually resigned.

'81ir Thomas Esmonde was later, I do not know exactly how
long afterwarda, induced by his principal political .
aupﬁortera in North Wexford to withdraw his resignation,, and
to return to the House of Commons. O'Mfara did not returnyg—
and took very little active pari in public 1ife agéin until
he joined Sinn Féin when 1t was‘?é}organised in 1917, at

which time he ‘became Director of Pwnds in 8inn Féin,

Crarles Dolan declded to fight his seat again as a S8inn
Féin candidate. BSinn Féin was delighted with the
opprortunity this contest'gave to preach its gospel. I do
not think anybody -in the organisation'expectéd that Charles
anan could win the constituency‘ﬁgi_ginn Féin, although my
rezolleqtion is that(Gharles Dolan himself\was most
enthusiestio. The opportunity this contest gave to
préachhthe gospel was used to the fullest extent with greét'
enthusiasm by Sinn Féin in all parts of Ireland. Aigg;ggi?

came from England and S8cotland, and at least 6ne from

America - Diarmuid Lyncniéfﬁz,? PO sy ce s

It was at a meeting in Manorhamilton during the course
of thie contest, in which I took a very active part, that I
first say the late Mr Juatid vaan Duffy, President of the

High Court who died this wedk, I remember speaking during

. the contest at a pudlic meeting in Manorhamilton with. Seéirse

Gavan Duffy, Miss Anna Parnell, and Diarmuid Lynch of New

PR + - -

York who had, a short while previously, come back from' the
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U.8. on a visit, and g§ so deeply immersed in Irish-Ireland
affairq;pand Republican politice that he eventually deecided -to
remain 1n31relan44%dnﬂ not return,as he had intended, to New
York. I remember being successful in helping Diarmuid Lynch
to come to a decision to remain in Ireland by securing for
him a position as a member of the staff of u#éxeﬁéie‘& Cos,
Agricultural Implements Suppliers. Diarmuid Lynch had been

in the same business while he lived in America.

I was able to do this through friendship with a colleague
in the Dublin COrporation? 8ir Andrew Beat?i}, who was, I
think, Chairman of Mfickenzie & Co. I think the same man
was Director of the firm Millar & Beat t1¢, arafton Street,

Lo

Dublin, 0f course, Alderman Bgattét'waa ne political friend
or sympathiser of mine, but having known him for a couple of
years in the Corporation, and being associated with him on . _
different Committees, I was able to induce him to find a

place on the staff of MjgcKenzie for my friend piarmnid Lynch,

I have a very vivid recolleoction of the North Leitrim
conteat becausé::imoat eiery meeting we held we met with"ZZZZ
bitterest opﬁoéition. Tha'Parliamentaiy Party was strongly
supporteé in that constituency, as the final result of the
eleaction éhowéd later on. 1 think I could say that there
was hardly a meeting, even in areas where we had considerable
aupport}at'which we did not have to fight our way and defend
ourselves with sticks and with our fists before we would be
allowed.to addresﬁ the public.

I have a distinet recollection of one meeting im
Manorhamilton where, as she left her ﬂotel tdrcross-to the
brake which was almost in front of the hotel, to address the
meeting, Miss 4nna Parnell was' drenched by buckets of éétér
®eing thrown eut upon her from neighbouring houses as she
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stepped out to cross to the brake. Similarly at this
meeting and at other meetiﬁgs we were showered with eggé. ag
well as, of course, stones. ' | '

: ; _ zfgbﬂQM%'

We were fairly well supplied with'wotes-by our friends,
and we conducted a vigorous, and from our point of view, g'
very successful contest, but pf'cqurse, as_some_of us at any
rate believed, the result was a foregone conclusion. The

J/pt{: d}{&wﬂ//f'z .&’ e g-’

final figureg were,
7944

Frend

In this connection it might be useful to refer to
"The Leprechaun” a monthly humorous journal} owned and
edited byaeé Fitzpatrick, which exiated fd} a number of —
years, and was rather sympathetic to Sinn Féin.l ‘It |

produced a number of cartoons during i1ts lifetime which had

influence in turning the minds of people against the

Paéliamentary Party and to the S8inn Féin ideals, and in .
regard to the North Leitrim contest one particular cartoon

was most effective in this direction.
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A gentleman named 0'Sullivan, -
:K{21§Enavz60. Eerry, and who lived in San Francisco and@peggf
successful in business there, had amassed a considerable fortun%}
suggested that a ﬁonument should be erected at Fontenoy to the

goldiers of the Irish Brigade who fought with the French,

| 1t will be remembered that if—wms the Irish Brigade, when
the outcome of the battle was going against the French,d;as called
on by King Louis be_come to charge the enemy, an%’as celebrated
in Davis';,song, furred by their efforts turned the tide of
battle against the British, | |

As far as I remember, O'Sullivan undertook to pay all the
expenses, A Committee was set up here to take charge of the
erection of thé monument . I don't remember who were the members
of the Committee. I was nof one of them, but I think my namesake
J. J. 0'Kelly, prominent always in the Gaelic Leagﬁe and laterié

T.D. for Co. Lough had something to do with this project. At
any rate it was decided to erect a Celtic cross on the field at
Fontenoy. 0'Sullivan from San Francisco was naturally invited

to unveil the monument.

A conslderable number g geogie tra%g%led ovefﬁﬁggm Ireland

- Yo Belgium for the event.fk Of the people who were prominent in
‘this connection here who 1ed the pilgrimage to Fontenoy I don' t
remember many names, but one was a Father McEnerney, I think then
Administrator of City Quay Church, Dublin, Mr Moynihan,
Engineeg! afperwards/gzzgnger:of Dublin was another, and another
was Joﬂn Hutchingon, gbty Accountant of Dublin. I think

Henry Mangan, well known as the author of several plays, was /
b ; :
5% ,dﬂé[/‘

F&ﬁzay .
tfiree friends who were sympathiseragl,

I went’ with two o
but not at any time well known in the Movement. " The pilgrimage
wag warmly welcomed by the local Municipai Authoritiesy—-and a
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formal recept,‘non/gf'?en and—paid-for by .the Ieoal Mayor and
nunicipa.'l: dbungil. A special High Maes of Requiem for the Irish
Brigade was s;g.ng in tlx:e Cathedral of Z%%

This was my first visit to the Continent.

In the following yéar, 1908, I went as a member off a delegation
to Rome. ' I was appointed s o6ne of the delegation by the
Corporation to read an Address in Irish to His Holiness Pope Pius X,
on the occasion of his Sacredotal Juhi}rgi: The following !;-p—aa-
account 4f this visit to Rome which Mydpubliahed‘ in "“The
Irish Prgss" on the occasion of the Beatifija.tion of Pope Pius X.

-
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It is mentioned in the course of an article on the

- anzh“i//’ Beatification of the late Pope Pius X in to-day's "Irish
Independent” that I met Pope Pius X about 37 years ago. Thie is
not qoprect,_ﬁVf‘was nominated as one of a delegation of members
of the Dublin Corporation to go to Rome to present an Address to
His Holiness Pope Pius X in October 1908, when certain ceremonies
were to take place in Rome in celebration of the Sacredotal
Jubilee of nié.lata Holiness. The Dublin Corporation at that
time decided that the Address to His Holiness from the Dublin

. Corporation should be in Irish, and I was put on the delegation
as I believe I was at the time the-only epeaker of Irish amongst

fhe members of the Corporation.

I went to Rome with,.I think, seven or eight other members
bf the Corporation, or maybe more; who Joined in a Pilgrimage to
Rome'organiaed by the Catholic Young Men's Society of St. Kevin's
Parish, South Oircular Road, Dublin. The chief organiser of the
pllgrimage was a Mr Daniela then an officigl of the Dublin
Corporation who is still alive and an active member of the

Catholic Young Men's Soclety.

Among the members of the Oorporation who Joined 1n the
Pilgrimage were: Councillor Nannetti, M.P., councillor Patrick
Shorthall, Councillor Union, Councillor Ga;lagher, Councillor
Hatch. Tﬁere were four or five others; buﬁ I cannot at this
moment recall their names, - It was on this same Pilgrimage that
’ the late Eamon Ceannt who was executed in 1916 travelled;rand

had the privilege of playing his Irish bagpipes before His
ﬂfglinesgﬁpand the assemﬁled pilgrimage in the large Hall of
Audience at the Vatican.

The members of the Dublin Corporatlion who composed the
official delegation were received by Pope Pius X in his study,
and there I had the privilege of reading the Address to His



.- Holiness. A translation of the Address in Latin had besn prepared

and wios in the Pope's hands while I was reading the Address in Irish,
After I had rirished reading tho Addreas )tha Addrens itaelf wag hmﬁ«-
ed to His Holiness by Councillor Hmmeat%uho was acting for the
Lord Bayor of Dublin. !His Holiness thanked me, apeaking in E‘rmch.
in a fow words, and asked we a fow questions about myself and
conditicne in Ireland, which I was lubkily able to answer m thu aaﬁe
language. | ' '

Part of tho functions held to colsbrate the Pope'a a-a%@’aotal
Jubilee were & sories of gymnastic and athletic conteste which were
held in the gardens of the Vaticon. Teans of gymndsts and athletos
cAme rrgm oany coz;ntrmé in Eurbpe. The Irialh contingent whioh was
under the dirsotion of two ﬁeti:hora of the Bxecutive Cazmittee of the
ﬂ.uqac.- Kesors Dan McCarthy aft Dublin and J. Pitsgerald of Kildare,
included & number of distinguished athletes, soms of whom were |
champions in thelr own special activities. One mmn X dlotinctly
vembeg;tmm a grest sensation among tho ‘thovesnds who witnessed
his performance was a hurdls racer, I baolisve his name was Burke and
he came Trom Cap,mwhue,' Co. szpcrary.' %e had hzgh Jumpers ani
fong gumpers who held their own against the best Buropéah chaspiols
at the time, and @mﬁta who wers able to hold their own against the
best teame in Ruro;poa. one of the leaders amongst tho gymnasts wae
Hr Lemass, who I belisve 1s one of the directors of the Gmithfield
Kotor Companye. o ' .

After the recsption by the Holy Pathor of the delegation in his
omn study, where the Addross of congratulation on btehalf of the
Dublin Corporation was read to him, @ procession was foramed through
tho 'apal chanibers to the Grani Hall where the general boiy of
piigrims was regelivefi.v There were probablg,: t.hink four or f:&w ‘
husdred pilgrims who canie from all perts of Ireland, and with t;hese
thero werc joined in this reception all the Iriah in Rome. It wes
at this point that thare occurred the pwmé of the pipos by Famon

Ceannt .
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~ gach ovening during tho £ive or six daye the pilgrime .
pemained 1in Rome."m the pllgrime wore welcomed by the then Vice-
Rector, the Right Rev. Monsignor ;iam. at the Irish College
whloh waa then situatod in the Viz Maszarina, behind the Bank .
of Italy in the Via Haz_tmule:
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I am not quite & ether it was at the Annual Convention

4o >
At the Third Annual Convention of the National Council which
was held in prlin in August 1907, Alderman Walter Cole and I were

elected Honorary Secretaries of Sinn Féin.

It was about this time that the title "Sinn Féin" began to be
used to designate the Organisation.1n_substitution for the title
"the National douncil",whiqh was more frequently used up to then,
As far as I can recollect, the title "The National Council" was
first used by the body which was called into existence urgently
to deal with a special situation. This was the projected yis}t of
King Edward to Ireland in the year 1903. When this visit of King
Edward was announced,f§§;;ably at the instigation of GriEEEEE)a |

N T
number of individuals associateé§ii§i what was then called "extreme

nationalist opinion" were invited to come together to discuss what

actibn should be taken to deal with this projected Royal visit.

; g‘h«& .M }
Those invited by Griffith included Beéargzﬁfng Edward Martin,

probably John Sweetman, Alderman Tom Kelly,<and maybe one or two
others, including pf course Griffith himself.

This body decided to make an effort to get a declaration from
the then Lord Mayor of Dublin, Councillor Tim Harrington, M.P. 88

to what att he : sgd tak d
what attiiyde he propoegl Ao LS W SR N I At
Royal visit. 4 lell_iﬂ_ was the body that first used the title "The

National Council". Later that National Council was absorbed in
the Sinn Féin organisation, as was another body which had branches
=4 Ry &

in Dublin and in other parts of the country and which called itsglf

N

—

of 1907 or of 1908 that another body composed of Cumann na nGael
members decided formally to assoclate it;elf and its branghes also
with the sinn Féin organisation. The Cumann n& nGaeﬂ}g:Eaniaation
was largely inspiféd and controlled by members of the I.R.B.

Ehere Prominent amdngst them were certain members of the Supreme

Council of the I.R.B. These would include P. T. Daly, John
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O'Hanlon, Denis McCullough, Seédn McGarry, Bulmer Hobson,

P. O'Loughlin, 5&ﬁea‘Buggy. One other namq(ocCurs to me which
was aesociated with, I am not quite Eur? whether it was the Sinn’
Féin League, or the Cumann na ngaed, and who w:zfg;ominent in

Iriah—Irelanﬂ activities at that E§%2¥ and was a8 far as I remember
W
appo&nteé~£or the I.R.B. ang=shac #a8 ‘Sedn 0 hUadhaigh, Solicitore

by

It was,I‘think,this_yqar (1907) that Seén MacDermott,who was
executed in 1916 as one of the signatories to the Proclamation of
tﬁe Republic, was ?1r3 empdoyed as an organiser. - He had been
working, I think as ajz;;:p
had then returndd to Belfast where he bdafl found similar employment.

o

Republican F{fovement. The Sinn Féin League or the Cumann na n@ae)

conductor, in Glasgow for some time, and
There he first became associated with the Independence or

I don't know whic§)gmployed him as a wholetime organiser., I
imagine that it was the Wear, 1908, after the S8inn Féin

League and Cumann na nGae}, Clubs had become formally associated
with The National Council or Sinn Féin, to use its new title, that
segniMacDermott was taken over by S8inn Féin and-empployed as a whole-
time orEhniser of the new amalgamated body.

I cannot say how long MacDermott remained as organiser for
Sinn Féin, but I think he continued in that employment for at
least a couple of years, and was then taken o#er by the I.R.B.
The I.R.B. employed him as Manager of their monthly paper "Irish
Freedom" and especially as organiser of the I.R.B. He continued
this work up to the end.

’

Sefn MacDermott was, of course, one of the original fbunders"ﬁ
of the Irish Volunteer§Feve: He was, at the time, with the
possible exception of Tom Glarke,lthe most active and forceful
of the heads of the I.R.E. He certainly was 1ts most succeésful

organiser.

I think there would be no doubt whatever that were it not for
the energy and en;huaiasm'of MacDermott, encouraged by the

perseverence of Tom 01arke/tk§%*there would be no Rieing in 1916.

T
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1 think I have already described how I came to be selected
as a candidate for membership of the Municipal Council of Dublin,
and that I was put forward in the 1nteréats.of Sinn Féin, and
elected on that ticket in January 1906. I think I was the only
candidate elected definitely and distinctly-;s a Sinn Féiner in
the Municipal Elections of that year. ; am not certain of this,
and I.think it would be well to look up the newspaper records of
the time to see if my recollection is correct. There may have
been an official Sinn Féin candidate put up on the South side of

the City, I was elected for the North side, Inns' Quay Ward.

When I entered the Corporation I found that there alread}.
existed the nucleus of a Sinn Féin barty within the Municipal .
Council. The leader of this group was Alderman Tom Kelly, in
later years a very well-known figure 1n.Dub11n.§;hicipal and
public life. He was one of the founders of Sinn.Féin, as was
also Alderman Walter Cole, who was already a member of the

Corporation before my election to that Body.

Councillor P. T. Daly was another member. He had, I
think, been elected to the Municipal Council from the Rotunda
wWard, Dublin. I think he was f£irst elected as a Labour f
candidate. He was, of course, later most prominently connecteﬁ

with Sinn Féin and Republican activities generally.,

Another was Councillor Lord who was a member for one of
the South side constituencies. His sister is Mise Annle Lord,

well-known in musieal circles in Dublin.

Another waé Councillor P. 0'Carroll of Inchicore.
Another was Richard 0'Carroll, Secretary of the Dublin
Bricklayers' Trades Union. Richard 0'Carroll was kilied -
shot by British soldiers, I think in Camden Street Dublin,on
the first day of the 1916'Rising. I do not know‘whether

Councillor Dan McCarthy was a member at this early stage or

not, but he was certainly a most actlve member later.
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Dan McCarthy was well-khown later as Chief Organiéer for181nn
Féin in the 1917-1922 period.

It was I think,in January 1907 that William T. Cosgrave
was first elected to the Municipal Council as a Sinn Féiner.
It is not necessary to describe his ecarecr after thisrés it is
very well kiown. He was a most.active and enthusiastic

"  and creditable :

member of Sinn Féin, and took a prominent/part in all its
political activities from this time forth. He made for
himself quite a good name as an administrator. He was for
several years Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Dublin
Corporation, and in that capacity had much to do with direot-
ing Municipal affa;ra; His experiences in the Dublin
Corporation, and indeed I could say the same about my own
experience there, was most valuable in later years when he
was first Minister for Local government in the Republic, and
later President of the Executive Council of the Irish Free‘
Btate. I think it is but just to say that Cosgrave was at
all times an able, active gnﬂ industrious public man who was
a champion at all times of probity in public affairs. He
was at the same time quite an able-and witty orator who could
hold: his own in any public asaembly.’z;zm was selected by
devaler;:iizzzntest the constituency of Kilkenny City when
a vacancy arose there for membership of Parliameﬁ‘}'through
the death of Patrick O'Brien, who had been Chief Whip of
the Irish Parliamentary Party, and a close friend of Johnig’

Redmond, leader of that party.

During these early years of 8inn Féin, the Parliamentary
Movement dominated public life in Ireland. In Dublin city
I think it would be true to say that the volce of 8inn Féin
was but a still ama;l volce in politicel affalrs, There was
almost everywhere a minority who opposed fhe Irish
Parliamgntarﬁ Partys-and the Par;iamentarywﬁavement generally.
That minority was composed firstly of people who were
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_ pelievere in the Fenian dovementl whe-were—follewere\oﬂw
theWFenianrHevemsnt-who believed that the independence of
Ireland would only be won, if won at all, by the use of
force.

Secondly. there was a young element who repreeented

w— .

the new, or as it 1s no%, calle;i éinn Fé:l.n 1deal. I

- except in Dublin
think/this latter w e-eg} & numerous body though ‘there

lweee emall.g:gggzéitieas geneee;&y in many of the 1arger
towns all over the eountry. Cork had always a falir
number of people who were aupporters of Fenianiem and the‘
Republi cen g{ovement .

" Another element that gave most wvaluable assistance
ane support to the movement for-complete independence and
who were always eritical of the Parliamentary Party .
were quite & considerable nnmber of eriters, poets,
ﬁ%deamaapgeaefe%in-end writers on historical subjects,
somé of whom became very well-ﬁnown, indeed distinguished,
- 4n later years. These, though not a very big-humber,(
were a considerable force in spreading the Sinn Féin
movement .and the ideal of winning 1ndependence‘through:
self-reliance, | of course, I think it would be true to
"eey that all of thése people were ardent supporters of
the Irieh—Ineland%iovement in general, but 1in particular
of the Gaellc League. Many of them indeed were brought
into the League through the propaganda work of people like
Dr. Douglas Hyde John MacNeill, Pédraig Pearse, and the

other early pioneere of the language movement.

It wouigf;g-true to say that at this period, and for
a mumber of years after the foundation of Sinn Féih, the
word "Republic" was not so commonly used. There were
Republicans of ceuree all over the country - individuals |,
and some knots of people here and there who bellieved in

~the setting up of a Republic for Ireland as the only
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real solution to Ireland's political problems. I have
already mentioned that Bulmer Hobson published at intervale
in Belfast a Journal which he called "The Republic",

Theré were, too,.small knots of members of the I.R.B.
all over the country. They were sworn to loyalty to the
'xgebuhlic, bt generally in political propaganda at the time
and in the newspaperé which supported the 1n§§pgndence
movement, I think on examination of these jourmals, it would
be ;;ound that the words "the Independence of Ireland" ;:Ehe
~ accepted formula, and it was later that the word "Republic"
'.ﬁaq used to define the ideal that Sinn Féin generally_was

etri%ing to attain,

The group of 8inn Féiners in the Dublin Corporation was a
very helpful factor in propagating B%:zf?éin throughoﬁt the
. “r - . -

countfz_ through the dimusssions dn—$the-PublinCorporation
 tm ® ’ - T

“whepe the members of Sinn Péin always took a most active part.,
The names of the members of the Party in the bublin Corporation
became well known, and they were invited frequently to speak “
at meetings called to further the Sinn Féin ﬁovement in all

parts of theé Bountry.'

Aldpfmgn Tom‘Kelly, anﬁ Alderman Cole travelled a good
deal round the'éountry, and gpoke frequently to groups, large
and sﬁall, in cities, towns and villages everywhere, I
think codhcillorééEizzigbie did a consideiable,amount of

this propaganda work‘also.. I did a certﬁin aﬁount‘of it too.
P. T. Daly was one‘of bur most suecésaful speakerq,,ana was
much in demend everywhere because he was a very ready speaker,—
' and was in thgge years most popular as a platform orator.
Probably Alderman Tom Kelly was the most popular of all
besause, as well as being a very well-read man aaﬁhaéle

. . rous, ahé-
~Bspeaker and~gnETOr, he was eloguent and humbv ’ -

genepally-speniting 1ngﬂgpl1nwheﬂmﬂT1nr1kﬂ#43WLmW5¢~P°Pnl&£w/
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Ag time wept on, though it met with the most bétter
opposition, 8inn FPéin spread and eventually there was hardly
a Municipal Council or Town Council or Board of Guardians
in the country on which there would not be a minority,

sometimes a very small minority, of those elected members

who stood for the 8inn Féin ideal.

One could.hardly exaggerate the bitterness of the J
fight that went on in political cireles in Dublin during
these years from 1906 or '07 until 1915 or 1916. The
Parliamentary Party, as I have already stated, dominated

' tn#public 1ife, and of course they had toz support them

P
in all public bodies;many able men. They had, too, the
backing of the dally newspapers both in Dublin and Cork, and
‘to a certain extent, of course, in Belfast, Even where
these daily newspapers did not support the Parliamentary
Party, as, of course, was the case with regard to the "Irish
Times" in Dublin, and the Unionist daily papers in Belfast,

I need not say that these daily papers did not give any
support to Binn Féin, but scoffed and derided and Jeered
'dafly;at Binn Féin and Sinn Féiners, and what they called
“thgir ridiculous policy for complete independence for the

country"..

In addition to the United Irish lLeague which wa&s the
organisation which supported the Parliamentary Party in
Ireland,.and indeed in England and Scotland, another
organisation sprang up, I am not quite sure what year 1t
made its first appearance in Dublin, but I think it was
known to exist as early as about 1904 or '05. This was
the Ancient Order of Hibernians,

Y

This organisation originated in the north of Ireland,.
and probably first came into existenca either late in the
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tate—tmthe Kighteenth centmry or in the early days of the

nineteenth century as a sectarian organisation to oﬁpoéé

the hct,ivities of the Orange Order in the north. It wase
probably a descendant of organisations bhat were knoﬁn as
"The White Boys". Another organisation of the same type
was called in the north "The 'Defe'nde'rs“ + These were local
bodies' called into existence by the Catholics in Ulsteg, to

organise local defence against the activities of those who

sought to drive them Ws/.‘

@er its origin, it seems to have had some’

existence .for a considerable time in Belfast as well as

in Go. Armagh, Co. Tyrone, and Co. Donegel,before it made
1ts appearance in Dublin in or about 1905 or '06 MTgrough
the activities of its chief organiser, a man na.med Nugéntf

who was a native of .Keady, Co. -Armagh, it grew rapidly

in Dublin city and county. W N B K o
7 Wﬁ\/ % Zr &‘)".-fb PPy

I do not know exactly what the objects of th a A.O.H..
were, In Dubl:ln it was said to be a purely Catholic h
organisation to defend 'I'.he interests of Catholica’]:_and to
obtain for them a fair share of the positions in wvarious
public organiaat.ions, business compan:lea and commercial
and 1nduatr1a1 11fe generally. It muet be sald that up to
this time it was true that Catholics did not obtain a falr
share of employment in many of the public Bodies, big
Corporations and Companies throughout the country. But 1t
would seem that the major work of 0QH. 1n Irel
which was known as "The - Board of Er%%
Irish Parliamentary Party in all its activities. It was
certainly true that the A.0.H. eventually becam 'E_a much w
more virilesthan the United Irimeague, in so far aa&tha‘r
Parliamentary Party in Dublin wasfconceg‘rned.

When we of the 8inn Féin party held uieetinge , 88 we
frequently did fo-during those early years,to propgate ¥Az

/J
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8inn Féing\dur}mbst vigorous opponents always were the
members of the A.0.H. ‘

In those early years I freqnently went with other members

of Sinn Féin to preach the gospel, sand I have very distinct

-recollectiona of the ferocity of tpe attacks that were made

upon us bj our piitical opponents of the Irish Parliamentary
Party. Generally these opponents were the_agtive“young ﬁén

of the A.0.H. who missed no opportunity teﬁandeagnnn.to

- obatruct us and defea;iour objecte. They stopped at no means,

fair or foul,to attain-their-gbject. ' They came frequently to
armed

© our meetings/with sticks and stones, and until we organised,

as we did later,-companies of hurlers ﬁho camé to our meetings

to defend us from these s We were never sure Ef_a

L

hearing anywhere in Dublin

PRI

officially and pald for out of the funds. of the A.0.H.

[

:or anised
}{ E
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The A.0.H., grew to be the stronger force in maintaining the
Parliamentary Party and in enabling it to hold its gfip on public
life in Ireland generally. The United Irish League still existed.
There were few parishes in the country that a branch was not, at
any rate,in nominal existence, but the driving force was, as far as

the Irish Parliamentary Party was concerned, the A0.H. "

We in 8ian Féin regarded the A.0.H. as & reg%ymalign
influence 1n.pub11c 1ife. Our experience of its members and of
its activities in public life in Dublin wae that it was aomost
corrupt body. | Its standard of morality in public affaire wase
disgustingly low. Its members would stop at nothing to gain
their ends, . They endeavoured to fill every post in every public
body with their members, and to accomplish this, in thelir view,

any means were Justifled.

We Sinn Féin members of the Dublin Corporation and other

public bodies in and around the City had every day to fight

bitter contests due to these frequent shameful activities of

the A.0.H. members of the public bodies. Unfortunately for
Dublin and for the country genersally, the A.O.H. people frequently
outnumbered the S8inn F&in members, even when Sinn Féin, as it ofter
did, receivedthe support.of the decent element among the backers
of the Irish Parliamentary Party who were members of these vérious

Public Authorities.

In all these activities the leader, director and general
authority of the A.0.H. was a man whom I have already mentioned,
' he
John D. Nugent who was, I think, calledfﬁhtion&léﬁecretary of the

A.O.Ho

In Dublin the A.0.H, had a pretty firm grip on almost all
the public bodies. One area 1in the North side of Dublin was
almost completely under their control., Thie was the Arran Quay

.Ward.
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We ofhsinn féin, cnrtainly from the period beginning about
1908 or '9, made determined efforta to resist the attacka on us
and our policy made by the Irieh Parliamentar éiﬁ?ﬁxs leaders in
the City of Duhlin, but principally by the active meﬂbers of the '
A.O.H. led by John.D; Nugent. Though we agzriamw we were facing
trouble and aometimes broken heads, we peraiated 1n our efforts to

spread Sinn Féin. particularly in Dublin city.

In this connection I remember one public meeting which we
announced we would hold on behalf of S8inn Féin 1n Smithfield,
Dublin, which was in the heart of the Arran Quay Ward which was
regarded as the fortress of the A.0.H. Our principal speakers
for that meeting would be Alderman Tom Kelly, probably P. T. Daly,
Walter cole, maybe w1111am T, Cosgrave and myself. Thev
procedure wag to ddﬂgga the crowd from a brake, a nuuutier horse-
drawn vehicle ef the time.

This particnlar meeting I have in mind was certainly a
memorable onb fnr us because the A.0.H. evidently made up their
minds that they'wouid not allow such a meeting to be held, at any
rate in that partieular area. As we arrived in Smithfield nnd
attempted to addreas the fairly considersble erowd that had come
there to 1listen to us, we were at once attacked with sticks and
stonea, and our first ppeaker, Alderman Tom Kelly, had his eyea'
badly inJured by showere of lime that were thrown at him. He
suffered much fqr some weeks from the injury ‘done in this way to
his eyes. The‘A.O;H. outnumbered us, and eventually drove ué
ouf of 8mithfrield. Many of our friends and supporters who
fought back had to be treated in hospital for wounds, some of

which were serious.

We felt this beating badly and decided that we would not let
it go_at that. We would come back again in a week, ﬁhich_we aid,
calling fur a meeting at the same place at the same time. We
grganiaed a group of hurlers, several hundred of whom we mobilised

to_stand around our brake to defend us in case of attack. The
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A.0.H, organised its forces also and tried to prevent us entering
into Smithfield that night. Both sides came ‘ armed in

that way and prepared for fight, but our imposing number.of

hurlérs who merched in military formation to the meeting,seemed

* to have the effect of inspiring a little wisdom into the minds of

the 'leaders of our opponents.

They had invited Mr Joseph Devlin to be their princ;pal
speaker. They drew up their platform, which was just as ours
was, again & brake, horse-drawn, to within a few &afdé of where
our ‘brake had already taken up its position, and the speakers on
both sides attempted to address their respectivé gathe?ingh but
excitement was such that I believe not a word on either side was
'1héard. Police were there in great numbefs, but did not interfere.
_aa,'while there was plenty of opposition, no effort was made by
-the A.0.H. to drive us out of Smithfieid.as they had promised to
do. That was the first time I saw or heard Mr Jos. Devlin, M.P.
. I remember well standing up on a seat on our brake aﬁd finding
' myself just a few yards away from Mr Devlin who faced me from his
brake, and for half an hour endeavouring, each ong,to shout the

other down.

. Many yeafs.afterwafdé when I met Mr Devlin at his home in
Belfast in 19;8 after the General Election of that year, I remindec
him of our first meeting which; he said, he remembered quite well,
and he spdke'highly of one or two of our speakers‘whom he had
heard that night at Smithfield for thé first time. ‘He remarked
to me that he was not surprised that S;nn Féin evehtually got such
a hold in'Dublin when we had such able and distinguished men as
Alderman Tom Kelly and William T. Gosgrave as principal spokeemen.

I shsaid mention thas this Sinn Féin meeting just to indicate
the type of opposition we met with, at.any rate in'Dﬁblin, in our
efforts to propggate Sinn Féin. The Smithfield meeting was an
unusually large one because we knew in'organising 6ur meeting to

be held there that we would meet with very considerable opposition
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. in: that quarter. ‘But what happened in Smithfield happened at
"every other meeting, ab any rate almost every other meeting/that
we ‘organised in any part.of Dublin.

Despite the vigorous opposition we met everywheré} 8inn Féin
gpe%a . Branches of the organisation weré founded in almost every
Waré of the City, and regular weekly meetings were held.

Lectures on Irish history, on industrial development, on Irish
| Arf and Irish music, Irish and Anglo4Ifish literature, were given
. by'the best speakers we could get. Irish classes were frequently
orgénised by these branches of 8inn Féin, and Sinn'Féineré were
qctive.in reﬁiiing the G.A.A. EHurling clubs and Gaelie football
blgbé received the warmest support from the members of our body,
and of course, it waS‘regarded as a solemn duty by all 8inn
Féiners to be active in support of the language movement, and all
were urged to join the Gaelic League and do.everything possible
to help it tolrevive the speaking of the language.

5 141, 1951.
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The persons principally respcnaibiq for. the foundation
af the 8inn Féin organisation were, first of all, of coﬁrse,
Arthur Griffith.: He, with the aid. of the "United Irishman"
his first newspaper, began to preach the gospel of self-
. rellance .as the first step. In the demonstration of this self-
reliance policy which he advocated for the winning of Irish
legislative independence, he regarded the withdrawal of the
Irish mbﬂbers'of Parliament from Westminster as the maxk first
.impor tant step. At this siage he advocated the setfing up of
a legislature here in Irelénﬂ. The way this should be done,
- he maintained, was to hdve the Irish people. oblige the elected
M.Ps. to glve up Westminster and remain in Ireland - presumably
in Dublin somewhere - and set these up as an Irish House of

Commons .

His policy was not at that time one advocating complete
separation from England, It should befemembered that he
advocated recognition of the King of England as King of Ireland.
He wished to restore in Ireland, an@lrishwﬂouse”of_Lords, and
to have, as I have Jjuet stated, an Irish House of cbmmons
compoaed'of the elected members for Irish constituencies.

This scheme was, of course, based on what was known as
the Parliament of 1782 - Grattan's Parliament. Griffith's

policy became known as King, Lords and Commons to be restored.

I have often heard digcussions on the question as to whether
Griffith was ever a Republican, or a member of the Irish |
Republican Brotherhood. Often too, correspondence has
appeared in Irish'neWSPapers on this subject, giving views for
and against Briffith as a Republican. I think I can throw some
light on this matter in this way.

When I became a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood
I was inducted into the Bartholomew Teeling Circle which met
monthly in the Foresters' Hall, 41 Parnell S8quare, which later
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bécamé the meeting placé'for many c¢irclea of the I.R.B.. When I
joined. there were in this Circle only about fifteen or sixteen
members. 1 have, I think, mentioned already that the Gentre of
this circle was a gentleman named .-T. Nally, who was a native of
Bdlla; Co. Mayo, and was employed as & Pharmaceutical Chemist in
the Mater Misersas cordia Hospital, Dublin.

The ordinary procednre of a meeting of a circle of the I.R.B.
was started with a roll-call. and if a person did not answer to the
name, one member of the circle, who might be described as a !
Sectiqn_Leader, would.be called upon to explain the absence of the
individual in question. If the Section Leader had norifplanation,
he was génerally ordered to nake it his business to see the person
as soon as possible and find out why he was not attending.the

monthly meetings.

As soon as I. joined the I.R.B. I, being an enthusiast, set
about recruiting, and soon i had a fairly numerous section of my
OwWh. For some reason, Anthur @Griffith, whosé name ﬁas on the
roll in this seedien, and whose name was read out at every
meeting, but whom I never saw present at & meeting, was, at an.
early stage after my entrance 1nto the organisation, put into
my section, and the duty was placed upon me of trying ‘to get
@riffith to attend the monthly meetings. In this way I had to
approach Griffith to discuss the matter with him. He admitted
his membership, and, while he never promised to attend e meeting,

he sometimes gave me some money to pay arrears of subscription due

;L*_#%?gﬂ by him. %?9 uéual subscription was a shilling for the month whiclk
AL T e | |

y A s

eonddi-be-~uaed for the purchase of arms. Whether or not Griffith
ever formally resigned from the organisation I cannot now say.. I
do not remember 1f he did. He may have communicated his with-

drawal through other channels, but of this I am not aware.

The guestion has been asked as to whether Griffith was at any

time a member of the Supreme Council of the I.R.B. I cannot give
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. any direct answer to this question. I was never & member of the

_.Supreme Council, but'I can say that I never heard at any time

that ariffith‘waa, or had been, a member of the Supreme Council.

If he had been a member of the Supreme Council I am sure it would

_have come to my knowledge one way or another at some timé. My. .

belief is that he never was a member of the Sﬁpreme Council.

I think too, the fact that, as I have already stated, he
based s Sinn Péin policy at the commencement on_the re-gonsyruct-
1Bn of & leéialative asgembly on the lines of égzggﬁgjif:
Parliament, including the King of England as a part of the
legislative machinery, would, I think, be sufficient proof that, '
while as I 6ay he was at one time a member of the I.R.B., he |
certainly would hardly be acceptable as a member of the Suppeme‘
Council. Ikhink it may be stated confidently that, from the
time Griffith became publicly associated with this policy of
the festoration of é‘parliament”on tﬁe lines of Grattan's _
Parliament, Witﬁ'the King of England inc uded; Griffith did not

nde
at any time attend his circle, ogaanylcircle of the I.R.B.

" The c¢losest associates in his pditical work at this time
of Arthur Griffith were John Sweetman, wﬁo was at one tiﬁe'an
M.Pe, elected for what constituency I cannot nbwlremémber.' I
do not think he was for long ajgémber. He wap a wealthy men
who had a large holding of land at Drombarraégiells, Co. Meath,

but who lived at Merrion Square Dublin, where he owned a house,‘

r

His place in Co. Meath 1ig

stil1l 1in the hands of his eldest son, also named John.

~ Another was Edward Martyn, a large land owner from Co.
Galway. I think Edward Martyn was the first President of the
Sinn Féin organisation,. I think Sweetman succeeded him a year
or two later as President. Martyn, while President of Sinn
Féin, was also a member of the Kildare Street Club. Probably |

because of Edward Martynfs activities in the 8inn Féin movement,
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‘the Kildaré Street Club decided to eject Mamtym.from the Club.
- This Club,  qf-.courss, is known &s "The Irish Landlor&’E)Club",

aiid ‘there, 'of course, would be found corcentrated a bitter

~hostility e? any movement calling for the separation of Ireland

from England. Anyhow the Club notified Martyn that he had been
ejected as a member, ' Martyn tock an action in the courts to
restrain the Club from this action, and to the surprise of
everybody, won his case, and 1nsisted on retaining his membership,
and, as a matter of principle, went into the Glub every day, at

.any rate while he was in residence in Dublin, and dined,almost

always alone, at a table which he had uaed for many‘years'before
in the diningroom of_ihe\plﬁb. Edward Martyn, who was a well-to-
do man, perhaps a rich mﬁn. owne 'theé West
was a patron of music and drﬁma. accoﬁnt of him appears in
George Moore's books -Féalva, Ave,qﬁqneAValét pﬁbliehed about the
beginning of this centupy." I met him a good deal when he was
President-of 8inn Féin,. He used to preside fairly regularly at
the weekly maetings'of the National Exequtive, of which I waa, for
a number of years, a member, énd for soﬁe yeabs one of thél
Honorary Secretaries., He took a keen interest 1n the-Sihn Féin
movement, and’I think,aubacribed generously to help its foundation
and - early organisation.: He was also a member of the Coisde
Gnétha of the Gaelic League for many years, where I also met him
frequently, as I was, for a number of years, also a member of the
Goisde Gnétha, He gave. to the then Archbishop of Dublin, MOst

Rev. Dr. Walshg, a sum of money, ‘the amocunt of which I never

. actually heard; to establish the Paiiﬁtrina Ohnbt’as it was calle?,
'of the Pro-Catheédral in Dublin. The trainer and conductorbf
“that choir was Dr. Vincent o' Brien, £;2{1?ose work Martyn always

A
expresaed the highest possible appreciation. $e& was the author -

of two plays which he published I think,somnwhare about the year

)

'1903 or 'Oh. As far as I recollect the two were published in one
book. The titles were "The Heather Fleld" and "Maeve". ' I



10. 7.51 .

$7
. . B
think both were staged in Duplin.‘ I remember seeing "Maeve"
but whefé, ﬁhbther 1n,th9 Hardwicge Street Theatre which he
by his money hélped-to found, or elsewhere, I do not now
remember. I.fhink'it-ie correct to-say @hat Martyn gave
generous financial héip to the sga;l group who were

responsible for starting the Hardwicke Stireet Theatie in a

‘building then, if I remember correctly, owned by Count
Plunkett. This theatre wae direcfed'by Thomas MacDonagh,

one 6f the signatories of the 1916 Proclamation. Others
closely associated with MacDonagh in this enﬁerprise were,

Joseph Plunkett, alsg a signatory,to the Republica >
% Lo T e kS 7 [IB“L'Mﬂﬁhﬂqzaﬁi

r Geraldine.A Prouably Count

Plﬁnkett himeelf ias also on the Committee of Management,
I dﬁlnot remember if uértyn himself was a member of the
Committee, but he cértainly'took a deep %ntereat in the
project,'and helped, as I have said, otherwise,

M
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John Sweetman, as I have already mentioned, was also one
of Arthur Griffith's first principal supporters in the foﬁndation
of/gggn Féin Organisation. Bweetman had, for some time, been a
Member of .Phpliambnt for some ene-constituency. I cannot at
this stage nqﬁ even say whether he was a member in Parnéll's
time, and whether he was for or against Parnell when that iésue
had to be decided. He was thus a man well known in public life,
and a man of influence as well as a man of money, and 1% was a
valuable thing to have a man of his type supporting the new
political organisation. At the time of the foundation of Sinn
Féin; John Sweetman was already well advanced in years. One thing
in connection with his life that I heard, but cannot give much
information about, was, that he initiated 1ngeonﬁécf16ﬁ‘Wifﬁj*ané~
in association with Archbishop Ireland of St. iouis, U.S.A. 8
scheme for settling Irish people who emigrated to the U.S.A.
on the land in the mid<Western States, and discouraged them from
settling in the large clties and towns, He and Archblishop
Ireland, a8 I understand the story, between them invested a
considerable sum of money in lanﬂ\- probably in the 8tate of -
Minnesota, and on that land settled many Irish familles. Some,
but I think only a very small proportion, of the families remained
on the land, and those who remained, I am told, prospered, but .
the majority weﬂt into the big industrial cities and towns, and
tock the usual kind of small Govermment posts in the police force,

the fire brigade, and went into local politics, at any rate,

deserted the iand,Lyhich was taken up by Swedes and Germans.,

The family of Swee@man; from which John 3weetman of Sinn
Féin was descended, was well known, particﬁhrly in Dublin, They
had been owners, a century or so before, of one of the largest
breweries in the City of Dublin, and during the 1798 period and
later, membefa of that family took an active part in the National

/



2.
‘and Catholic Defence Movements of the times.

Thare are aeveral other branchea of the family in the

country - mostly 1n the eastern countiea. One son of Mr John

-Sweetman 18 Mr Wm. Sweetman, BeLe. Editor of "The Irish Preas"

Another son is Malsc Swee who .18 a farmer in narth
‘ Méghy 2;’,,4:;

County Wexfonﬁﬁv The eléZst son, John, 1nher1ted the estate
4 ﬁ\. n.‘.t,, L@,{c :
in Co. Meath. FatherJ' ( Sweetman of Hount St Benedict

belongs to the same famlly: act rela , 8

..-1?29}: is represe?r% Wﬂ&& of La Jaﬂl’ co. Wicklow,
One of Roger's sons was a Senator in the last Gireachtas, | .

Another branch of the family is represented by Gerard Sweetman,

T.D. in County Kildare, and formerly a member of the Seanad.

An outstanding f;gufe in public life, at ahy rate in ihe
city of Dublin, who was one of the fbupdera of Sinn Féing.also,
was Alderman Tom Kelly. When I entered the Dublin Gorporation
in January 1906, Alderman Tom Kelly was the#a member, and had
been a member of the Corporation for a numbef of yéara, for
exECly now long I do not know., He became the leader of the
party later organised as supporters bf the Sinn Féin Party in

the Municipal Oouncil of Dublin. Alderman Tom Kelly came into
‘ prominence, as fi; as I can remember, as Secretary of wﬁ:ty

Associatlon, wirreh was an organisationsto work for the iébera%&on
of the Fenians who were imprisoned in the 80's and 90's for their
activities in connection with the Fenian Movément in England and
elswwhere. Among those people were Thomas J. Clarke, John Daly,
of Limerick, afterwards Mayor of Limerick, Dr. Gallagher who

went insane in prison, and I think died in prieon, James Egan .,
Sergeant McCarthy. As a youngster I attended with my father

the funsral of Sergt. MeCarthy, who, if my memory serves me
correctly, died in a hotel in Dublin a day or two after arriving
home after his liberation from prison in England.
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This Amnesty movement was established .in the first place
to work up public opinion in favbur of a strong demand being
made for the release of those Fenian.prisonsrs, and in a
secondary way, of course, 1t was used to spread Fenian
propaganda._ There 15 no doubt but that the movement was
1nspifed by what remained of thg Fenian Organisation in Ireland
generally. They, natirally, wishéd fd see thelr men who had
suffered such terrible aacrificea, releaaed before othera of
them would die as did Dr, Gallagher and Sergt. Mccarthy. At
the time the Amnesty Movement was begun, these priaoners had
already*served sentences of anything from ten to ‘fifteen yeara
imprisomment in the most devere conwict prisons in England.
Before his releése,I think’Thomﬁa J.'clérke haé served 16 or
16% years., I think Alderman John Daly and James Egan had.
served almost equally long and harsh sentences.

It was probably because of his activities in connection
with the Amneety'HOVement,_that #lderman Tom Kelly was selected
and_pux_tnnnard as a candidata 4:rthe Municipal Council of

‘Dublin, He was employed at this same time as Secretary of

the York Street Workmen's Club. This Club was s&—c¢iud organised
for the use of men of the artisan class in the City of Dublin.
It had¢ a house at 41 York Street, where, owing to'ﬁg%;acﬁivixtea
&nﬂ_leadership of Alderman Tom Kelly, a good library of books |
about Ireland, and particularly about Irish history, was funnﬁea.
The Club was a temperance sra& one, and had many social activit-

ies, The main purpose, I gathered later, was to offer
’

| attréctions to its members that would $nduce them to avoid’

spending. their time and_their money drinking in the public

houses, Alderman Tom Kelly himself was a very ardent temper-

ance advocate, and spoke on all temperance platforms and

meetings of the times.

Before Sinn Féin was ggunded, and before the Sinn Féin

party came into exiastence, Alderman Tom Kelly had attracted'
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around,,m.th. himself mﬁa number of members of the
" corporation of Dublin with similar national and social

ideaa - a group of men, mostly of the artisan clas ) ‘y‘l}'o were

mem‘oers of the Dublin corporation. and they formed,ba

reform party . trmm'pwa-tlon 'l'hey acted toq,p-largoly asg

defendors of the interests of the working olasses. This was

before anysattefipt had been ‘made to form a Labour party in

Dublin. or, at any rate, before any attempt had been made in
- ' an organised way to found a Labour party amongst the

members of the Munioipal Council.

18 1441, 1951.
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Alderman Tom Kelly was a native of the City of publin. He was
born 1ﬂ one of the streets off‘aﬂ-Bfunsw ck Street, og the street
that used to be called Brunswick 8¢ eet,wand now called Pearse

Tk 2l

Street. It K : NE PR -WEH—E back of
Weetd ow Railway Station. I cgnn6zunammnemEEber—whﬁf_fﬁa“étreet-

Wag car¥ed. I think he could be described as a typical Dubliner.

When I first met him in connection with Sinﬁ Péin, he seemed
to be then a man of about perhaps 35 years of age. I was then
perhaps 21 or 22, Alderman Tom Kelly was already a wéllaknown“
figure in the City. Wherever he was announced to speak he was sure
to attract a considerable audience. He was, for whatever schooling
he got, a pupil of the Christian Brothers' School in Westland Row,
The probabilities are that he left school at an early age and went to
work womekhere to help his parents who had a number of other

children, of whom Tom Kelly was the eldest, to rear.

He was a remarkably aple speaker: one cbuld recognise at once
from his style of address that he was a really well-read man. Not
alone could he speak authoritatively on Irish history, but he seemed
to know English and European history equally well., He was well-read
in theological subjects also, and could hold his own in argument, as
I have hearé him do, on theological subjects, even with learned
élerics. That he had read in English literature widely was also very
evident, He was at all times ready with a quoﬁation from Dickens
and Thackeray, and of course Lover and Lever who wrote on Anglo-Irish
topics., 'This'ability of his to quote aptly and often in reply to
interrupters at a meeting, from some well-known English or Anglo~1rish
writer, was one of the reasons why he was so well liked by the |
Dubliners. The Dublin artisan is generally a wsell read man - at
least the men of that time were, Nowadays I feel that the cinema:
has undermined their love of literature. Tom Kelly could be very
eloquent too, and his type of elogquence was such that he was able to
deeply impress ani move any Dublin.aqdience. |
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He c&uld be desoribed as the founder of the 8inn Féin party in
the Municipal Council of Dublin. This party, though small,

- during 1ts existaence had a very considerable influence, not only
. in Municipal affairs, but generally on the soclal and cultural

as well as the piitical life of the capital.

Ton Kelly was a man of very high ideals. He allowed
himself to be selected for the Municipal COuncil, nd stood for
election &8s one whosetiesire was to serve his native city and its
citizens to the best of his ability, and to give them the benafit
of the talenga he possessed. It is certa;n that during the long
years he remained a member of the Municipal Council,~no man did
more to raise the tone of debate inside aﬁd outside the council
to inspire not only the members of the Municipal Council, dbut the
citizens generally, with the highest 1deals of public service to
the community, than did Alderman Tom Kelly. He gave all his time
tomblic work., He was a poor man: how he 1iﬁved and reared

his family with the slémder resources he had it is difficult,to

“understand.

B now
If Dublin city as we/know it hae been restored to something

of 1ts past glories of centuries ago, that fact 1s very largely

‘due to the inspiration of Alderman Kelly. what he did for the

ebolition of the slums of Dublin, and the re-housing of the

. people in newly built comfortable healthy homes, if it were to be

properly rpcorded. could fill a folume on that subject alone.
Whi;e he was active in this direction his endeavours to 11ft the

ordinary people culturally should never be forgogten. He was

for many years Chairman of the Libraries' Committee of Dublin, and

the spread of the library movement in our times was his work more
than the work of any other individual.  From time to time he paid
visite to different cities and towns in other parts of Ireland,

urging upon the Local Anthoritiesz;xhe desirability of spending a

little of their ratepayers' money for the provision of publiec
libraries. '
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Ofﬁh?*aspects'of municipal life also owe a‘great?deal to his
magnlficent work. ' The mainfﬂrﬁinhge scheme whioch wascarrie@
through in the early years of this century, and which had much to do
wifh making bublin:é cleaner and healthier'city,'owes much to:
Alderman Tom Kelly.

In connection with the housing to which I have already

referred: | one idea of his which was never adopted or put into

execution during'his time, I later on was able to have adopted and
put into the Housing Aots for which IIWaa resbonsible as Minister‘
for Looal;Govermment during the perid& 3;6&-1932-1939, 'This was
in reference to the old Georgian houses of Dublin, These houses
in such streets as Gardiner Street, Gloucester SBtreet, York Street
and eimilar streets; had not only fallen into very consideradle
disrepair,f%;;y had in all cases, I think, degenerated into slums,
the worst| slume of the eity. ' They had to be demolished in many

blocks of
cases, and in Boma places/flate were erected in their stead; But

if all the streets of the Georglan type were demolished in the‘same_
way, the Fffbct on the city'of Dublin as a whole would have been
disastrous. To avoid this, I decided to induce the Corporation to
try to regonstruct these old Georgian houses, or such of them as
remained, and while preserving the Gaorgiaﬁ exferior énﬂ particular
type of architecture, to have the houaes made 1nto properly designed
and qupped flats. This has been done in many of these sireets with
gplendid results. Great cpedit is due to the Corporation and its
architects and other officials for what they have gone 1? thie

- S s
direction to preserve what was a very strongtcharacteristic of the

1

old city of Dublin,

while he was devoting himself wholeheartedly to the welfare.
of publin and its ¢itizens; Alderman Tom Kelly was at the same time
active on the political side. I think in his early days he was
an Anti-%arnallite;ﬂchﬁt least I heard that on some occasions it
waé thrown at him heh he was apeéking from Sinn Féin platforms at
L

public meetings at which I was pressnt, but of thie I have no
personal recollections, as I was at that time too young 4
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to nemem#er much about the details of the Parnell S8plit. When 1
became ag associate of his,;the Amnesty Movement had already ceaged;

probably’all the Fenian priaoners had by that time been released.

The moat’pothical movement of the time was the centenary

Gelebrations of tha 1798 Rising. The BNy meetings that were

held in a11 parts of the country in celebration of the centenary
|

of the Rising brought into prominence many men never known nor

"heard of! before in public life. It was in this way that; in

additi&n-to Aldermén'?dm Kelly, persons like P. T. Daly, William
Rooney, Arthur Griffith, Dr; Mark Ryan of London,; and others

first came before the piiic.
- !

After this came the ﬁoer war. The national feeling in
|

IrelandJ of course, was antiéBritiah, and n r

that_yeJaeny—but—to—some—axtent,-waa—neeasaaaé&x pro-Boer,

ThJ Boer War gave rise to many meetings of protest against
Britiahlactionslin bublin, in Cork, and everjwnere throughout the
country% It was at one of these meetings held in the éarly daye
of the ﬁber Wér;*;ﬂﬂfcailed to protest against the actions of the
Brit;ahjin South Africa, that I first laid eyes on Miss Maud Gonne.
She proﬁably had been known in Irish affairs before, but I did not
rever hear or read much about her up to then, A meeting was called
for col+ege dreen one afternoon, and amongst the speakers were to be
Arthur &riffith an%,l thinﬁ,Alderman Tom Kelly and probably some
other members of the Dublin Corporation. I remember well that
for alllthese types of meetings,->the platform usually consisted of
a horseidrawn brake, and these brakes were always supplied by a

man whoae name was very well known in Dublin ag~ay,—what-—mightnow .
| Cecodl . Isin

be~oa;1§gf=nng engaged in the transport Lusiness. £ that time
o el P a% ok

‘he--wan c'salled a carrier. He was Patsy &regan-of King's Inns 8t. 5

Dublin,

@regan arrived with his horse and brake at college Green,
but as %oon as the first speaker attempted to addreaa the meeting,

which h?d, in the meantime, been proclaimed by order of the Chief
7 . _ -
J11¢£Z;§;m) Alarge body of police charged the meeting with drawn

7 - |
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batons. |Some horse police who were there in great numbers

selzed tﬁe bridles of the horssqﬁzand set the horses galloping_
round csllege Green and up 0'Connell Street. The foot police in
- the meantims used thelr batons vigorously on thehorse, and—on—
those who had assembled to hesr'the-speakers. This was the. usual

procsdurs|st pro-Boer meetings in Dublin se long as the Boer War

lasted.
I attended a good many of these meetings, which pometimes were
M :
announced| #oudd be held in College Green, other times at Beresford

Placeirnﬁfsn—timss perhaps in 0'Connell Street either at the

O'COnhelllmohnment,ior at the upper end where now stands the

Parnell s&atue. 'Thsse_meetigﬁgzwere uged to spread ‘pro-Boer
B e e

sympathies & ‘ to the Boers andiagai st

‘the British activities in South Africe and elsewhsre. -

This period was one of atrenpus activity bi those who were

interested in the Irish-Ireland movement hsnerally. The Gaelic

League had besn founded in 1893, and for the first few years of its
existsncefits;rate of development was not so rapid as 1t afterwards

became . I would esay that from 1898 onwards the spredd of the

Gaelic League was remarkabls; Soon there was not a village or
hamlet in Irsland_that'did not have its branch 6f the Gaelic League.
Irish classes were established in all these branches of course.

The greatest difficulty at the time was.to secure teachers of Irish,
Prequently it happensd that, as it hsppened 1n.m€£2:2 case:ff;:se
that had acquired a 1little knowledge of Irish, or, the first tau-#“"
books of O'Grownsy, were conscripted to teach classes of beginners.
The knowledge of the Irish language spread in this way may not have
been very good or very accurate, but 1t/:srta1nly xyxnai true that
a love of Irlish was inculcated, and from that time on up to'1915,
the year that, at the Oireachtas of the Gaelic League held in
Dundslk, thad Dr. Douglas Hyde resigned from the presidency of

the organisation, no organisation 1h the history of Ireland ever did

a8 much to spread and encourage a love of Ireland,and a knowledge
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of not only the Irish 1ariguage, but of Irish history, and an
interest| in Gaelic culture and Anglo-Irish oulture generally,

- “than did; the Gaelic League under the 1eéderghip of Dr. Douglas
Hyde during the long period of its existence. -

25 Id11, 1951.




The Sinn Fein Party in the publin cobyoratxon, led
at all.times by Alderman Tom Kelly, exercised a conslderable
influence, ae I have already aaid, 1h.nffaﬂh in Dublinﬂ
Ite inrluénco was not strictly confined to the business of
the Municipal Council, because the members of the rarty, all
of |them men of atanding in their own affeirs and activities,
were active in Hational affeirs as well. Inside the
uuﬁieipal Council the Sinn Fein Party actea as a reform
party. Up to the time of the formation oﬂ/gygn Fein Party,
ne oﬁism was rife everywhere in the Municipal service. All
apgointmonta there wore secured by favour with influential
members of the Council. Whether the post was one requiring
professional qualifications, or whether tha Job was merely
a‘aaboureﬁb, it was always a queation of who had the
strongest pull to secure the post for a friend. - when
Alderman Tom Kelly was electud, even before the foundation
of Sinn Fein, he endeavoured to fight this system and to
have estaeblished some rules or reguletions which would
néforﬂ an equal oppobtunity Lo every citizen to secure an

appointment in the Municipal service.

t, "I think the Dublin Municipal council wan the
r?rat local Auuhority in the country to establish a system
of examinations for such posts as Clerkships in the

Hunicipal service. After some years when it wap seen that

this syatam gave excellent results and was fair to everybody,

a similar eyétem was adopted by most of the Loceal
Authorities throughout the country. Needless to say, thie
aystem and aimilar syatems that were established in
ﬁanneotion with other posts in opher Local Authorities’
ﬁerviceg in Dublin and eleewhere; were not established
Without a long and bitter atrugglq‘égainet the vested

interests. That struggle was carried on for many years in

|

z
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Dublin by the ginn Fein Partg,aseiéted gometimes by

. independent members of the Municipal Council, and the

| | | ,
publicity that resulted from the open and public discussion

of these affairs at monthly meetings of the Council in
Dublin, was responsible for spreading these ideas of reform

and having them adopted elsewhere.

I think Y said already that & big majority of the

members of the Municipal Council of Dublin were followers of
the Irish Parliamentary Party. Their G;ganiaationi- the
Uthed Irish League and later the Ancient Order of Hibernians
- which wéa also one of their prinecipal sources of control of
public affairs - were ruled by people who had for long been
uged to exeroi;;?bower in political 1life and particularly in
Local Authorities all over the country. The membera of these
tw grganiaations were the ones who fought most bitterly

|

against reform, and it was only after the flercest struggle
t:ﬁt ;gggecame educated to the desirabllity of adopting the
reform measures advocated by Sinn Fein, which eventgally
brought about the downtall of the unscéupulously used
politicai power that the members of these two Parliamentary

Organisations exercised in Dublin and throughout the country.

o

ﬁu«LI was first brought into close association with
Péﬂraigaéiarais early in 1903. 1In that year the Coiede
Grétha of the Gaelic League decided-to reorganise its
hggdquartera office. I think it was in that year or the year
before that, that Pldraig 6 DAlaigh fromlnungarvan, Co.

waterford, was appointed General Secretary. A year or two

qarora. the'on&aniaing staff of the (Gaelic League had been

|
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reorganised ani gonsiderably strengthensd. For years

- Bén concannon'was. one might say, practically the oniy
organiger on a wholat.i_né? basiaf of the Gaelic League €ervices.
Later Pionfn Maccolfum, who had been most sctive with the
Oaj:h': League in Englond, waa :l.nduéed ‘$0 give up his Civil

 Service post in London and take the position of General
Organiser in Munstor of the Gaelio League. I think Sedn
WacAnnraoi, who hed also like MacCol¥um epent meny years of
his l1ife working in Englend, was at the same time appointed
General Organiger for the Weat. Another 6rgan:laer who was
appointed sbout this time was Peadar § hannrachfin. Others
:I:e nanes’ occour to'me; now who were employed at this time
onf & l1ittle later were iche&l & Poghludha from the Deciss,
sefin & Murthuile, Bé{m- 0'Cearbhaill. There were others whose

names I will think of later and hope to record.

G :
5 Nl . | o I
LAz 1 think that for aomotime defore 1903 ,plamheamh

Soluis” was unider the control of a Cormittee of editors. AS.

rAr as I remémber now I think Roin MacKéill, Seoirae § @Eﬁin
who was afterwards County Court Judge in Donegal¥— Eamon )
688111 and probably (ine Nf Fhoarcheallaigh constituted the
editorial committee. At this time Dr.E.P.macEnri was in
_Lonﬂon where he practised as a gpecialist in eye work.

|

Somotime hprora 1909 or 1910 he came back to Dublin.

About the month of March, 1903, I think 1t was, the
lz:l‘.,nde gndtha appointed pPédralg Mac P’iax'aia as editor of
"‘CIa:dheamh goluis”. At the same time _they appoznsed me as
Mmr of the paper. Of conraa I had known I‘.arals before
That. We had often met at (aslic League meetings and at
jub-commi ttees of the Qrgan:laation, but the fact of baing
Ippointed manager of "plaiﬂhaamh Soluis®” when he was editor,
brought us into more intimate association. I am .mt. sure of
he date of the foundation of Scoil Eanna but ¥ think the
School had not been establisched by the time that Pearse took

on the editorship of the paper. ¥From thie time on Pearse
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deivoteh a great desl of time and attention to ‘giaiaheamh
Solui-a;“ : His salary, as far as I know, was about £200 a yoear.
1 thinr he made a great improvenent in the Gaelic League's
official organ. At that time there would be, of course,
articles in English publiched in the paper and notes in English
on current events. The articles in English would be very )
largely of a prépagandist nature. The editorial notes would
be frequently notes on hct;.v:l.t.:l.es againat the Irish 1anguagq
or the Irich-Ireland movement in general. There were notes
algo and reports about the activities of branches of the
16rgan1-eati.on all over the country, and notes, 'pvobébly very

largely in English too, about the activities of the staff of
the 8nganiaation‘. " Years later a re-write of the notes which
eppeared in "glaidhoamh goluis" was published wholly im Irish.
At thalt time it was necessary to have the propagandist
articles and notes in English, because the mmberg of people~
even members of the Gaelic League - whd were capable of read.tn_g

the language was considerably less than would be the oaaé today.

1t is probably worth while mentioning hete that
rrom" the beginning of the Gaelic League, when the firet Iu-d-'

Fheis or annual congress of the League was held - I am not gure
what year it was firat held - dbut certainly from the time I
begen lto attend the Ard Pheis, a conoiderable amount of English
was epoken at these me;atlnge. This was alwaye a subject of
controveray.' Irish epeakers trieﬁ .t.o 1nsist that hothinﬁ but
Irish Iahould be used at the Ard Fheis of the (Gaelic League.
'rm.s would have been hard on many of the more acuve spirits
in the gaelic League, men prominent in pubnc 1ife and
prominent in Clerical lirfe, proteatante as well as cat.holica.
who hald very few wordas of Irish. Theae people - typea like
m-.nat Ryan of Rnockavillqi. T:I.pperary, Fr.jaguire of
Tl‘illiick. Pyrone; Fr.Kiernani Canon Arthur Ryan of Tipperary;

Rev.ur\nanna;? known by the pen name of Qeorge Birmingham -



V2

Se

alllof them and many more whoso nemes can be found-in the
"Olaidhaamh goluio" of tha verioq,aa active apirits in the
Gaelic| League, had littlﬂ or no Irieh, but they, all of snem.'"
did trojan work in making the Gaelic League the great force

Lz

for dawAeglicisation that At ‘became,

~ Later, when Pearse established Booil Hfanns, he
employed to a a:)him in editing *Claidhesmh Soluis", seén

MacOiollarnfth,who had returned to Ireland jhaving resigned

from pome Civil gervice post he held in London, 83&n.gﬁa£», e
eftorvards studied law and later became District Justice in

the Jalway aéea. Sedn HacGiollarnﬂtg,:who has published s

number of books in Irish, has always been a devoted adherent

of the Irish language movement and consistently used Irish

and encouraged the use of Irish in his Courte in the West. .

Another man whol I thing/wak also -engaged at the

time - I am not quite sng‘yf }hﬁ? as my mamory is vaguepdgut
A V-
he certainly assinted hiq&f was ?nmﬁa Mac Douhnaill. He later
}
becamne Medical Officer of:§s%;th scmewhere in the region of

,%ﬁman. a few years ago.

Athloney and dled, a youngi”
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When Padraig Pearse was appointed Editor of the Claidheamh

Soluils, in
members 04
of the men

as the Dub

4903, he did not have the unanimous backing of the
the Coisde Gnétha. He might be said to be the candldate
from the West assisted perhaps by what one might describe

linmen or Leinstermen, and perhaps ioo by those from the

North. It is certainly true that, generally speaking, the

Munster el

appointmen

Pears

ement on the Coisde Gnétha did not approve of Pearse's

t, nor did they later approve of Pearse's Irish.

e was 8 member of the Ard Craocbh, The Ard Craobh was the

first braqch founded by the Committee that brought the Gaelic

League iné

and later

members of

Early
or 1901 -

branch whi

o existence. For many years 1t was dominated by

Machlecll

Eoin M&ckenJ S’
George

Eamonn O'Neill’

Una N{ Fhearcheallaigh

by Bamonun Ceannt, who became one of the most active

its Executive Committee. N

in the century - I am not qQuite sure whether in 1900
the Munster supporters of the Gaelic League started a

ch they called The Keating Branch, and which catered for

people from Munster.

of the Keating Branch.,.

I think Pather Dineen was the first Presldent

This Branch contained many excellent

speakers of Irish from Cork and Kerry, and I think, some from Co.

Clare also where Irish was still spoken, and perhaps some from- the

Decies,

'Among the most active workers of the Keating Branch in

those early days were:- Ristedrd § Foghludha, Sedn § Cuibh, J. J.

0'Kelly (Scellg), Cathal Brughaj,Dr, Coffey (later President of U.C.D

was an active member for many years.

A man named Colbert who was

attached Jo Clerys was an active member of the Keating Branch.

MAire N1 Chinnéide was a very active member for many years.

Michedl

| (Tadhg 6 Donnchadha)

O'nghludha was another, Plaras Beaslaol, T6rna/has also one of the

H

“ounders of the Keating Branch, ané—who-was afterwards Professor of
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Irish in U.G.C., and I think his brother, Eamonn,-waa also
for a time a member, and another member who was active at that time
was their sister C4it Nic Dhonnchadha, Eibhlin N{ Dhonnabhdin was
another member, and also Sefisimhin NI Shdilleabhédin and Fanny NI w
8hdilleabhdin, &aughtera of T.D,., Sulllvan, and aistgre of the/Chief
Justice, TeD« Sullivan was-thé man who wrote "God Save ;reland“ and

many other ballads.,

Most of these men of Munster were flerce critics of Pédédraig
Pearse and of his writings. Some of them,like Sgeilg, Bad not a
good word to say for Pearse's knowledge of the Irish language.
Evidence of this can be found in the numbers of Banba, a monthly
literary magazine ﬁhlch the Keating Branch iésued for a few years,
and 1t constantly attacked Pearse both fof his knowledge of‘Irish and
for his policy on Irisﬂ as dotlined by him 1ﬁ his articles in the
Clalidheamh Soluis week by week.

There was pretty fierce and constant rivalry between the Ard
Craobh/gzgughe Keatinh Branch speaking for the men of the South.
These men from the South generaily were also critical of Dr. Hyde's
Irish, and of his writings. In fact, everyone who was nét a Munster
speaker of Irish or writer of Irish?came under their lash from time
to time. OFf course, the Ard Cracbh peopleigﬁigﬁégﬁ Dr, Hyde, John
MacNeill, P4draig Pearse, Una N{ Fhearcheallaigh and famonn Ceannt
did not take this criticism lying down. They had the advantage of ‘
having the Claldheamnh 8oluis under their control, and fierce controvergy
frequently raged on 1§hues of purely linguistic and philological

nature, as well as on questions of Gaelic League policy.

There was one controversy that raged fiercely for, 1 think, a -
year or two, carried on mainly be;ween.P&draig Pearse and Cathal
Brugha, but I am ndt clear in ﬁy mind now as to the subject of the
controversy, though the fact of the controversy remains‘clearly in
my mind, A perusal of the Claidhgamh Solulis and the daily papers
of the time would mixe throw more light on this.

From 1903 or 'L for a number of years, the Gaelic League was a
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vital force in Ifelanﬂ. The Gaelic League did not take sides in
politice. *The dominant pdditical party durdng all these years was,
of course, the Irish Parliamentary -Party. A gfeat many éf the
older people amongst the supporters of the Gaelic League woul& be

L

supporters and followers of Mr John Redmond and his party'wffz
kaﬂCL' number of important persons on the hxecutive of the Gaelic League

o 12

were persons who devoted themselves solely to the w;rk of the League

but without ever coming into the limelight in r. 3&;@#%—

-0 ¥ .Party-L people..of-the L
= “ M .
1 o type of John MacNeill, George Murnan, and Agnes O'Farrelly -1 think
tyUdel to be true
‘/415 the same would be sald/of Dr. Douglas Hyde himself, and of the rank

and file of Gaellc Leaguers generally in all parts of the country,
but a large percentage of them would be followers of 8inn Féin,

A mumber of cthers would be members of 1.R.B. though these would not
be anything like &8 numerous as the fodlowers of the Parliamentary
Party or of Sinn Féin, though they were a considerable source of
influence te—their organisations., th;e of the most sctive of thés
latter ;ype,was P. 8. O'Hegarty who was a mosat active worker in the
Gaelic League in London for maﬁy vears before he returned to |
Ireland. He also spread I.R.B. propaganda amongst the many young '
men who went to London %o take empioymeﬁt, mostly in the varioﬁé

- branches of the Oivil Service., Among P. S. 0'Hegarty's most
notworthy d¢sciples was Michael Coliins, P; 8. was also very
active in promoting Gaelic games, and the G,A.A. as well as the
Gaclic League was used as a recruiting ground for the I .R.B.

[S ]
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With reference to the antagenism between-certain important
personages in the Keating Branch an@ others in the £rd Craobh, and
in particular with regard to the bitter criticiam of Pearse's
writings and especially of his knowledge of Irish, ,} think I

“-9/_
should mention something which I belééve to be truegdut I am not

certain of 1t,hthg¢_pnna$bly(9he of the reasons for this

. antagonism as published in such papers as "Banba" by writers of

Irish, such as my namesake J. J. 0'Kelly (Sgeilg), is khux the

fact that Sgeilg was a candidate for the Editorship of the

Claidheamh Soluls atAthe time that PAdraig Pearse was appointed.

.I would not Bsay, of course, that this was anything like the sole

reason for the bitter antagonism of Sgeilg towards Pearse. I am3
sure that antagonism existed befope the guestion of the Editoréhip
of the Claidheamn Soluis arose, but it certainly did nothing to

moderate the antagonism of Sgeilg towards his successful opponent.

Other‘writers of the time who were not interested in the
Editorship of the Clalidheamh Soluls who were members of, or
prominently associated with the Munstér group of Gaelic League
activities Bﬁc%%ars's)"fery Rev. Fr. P. 8, Dineen, an tAthair §
Breanddin, afterwards Parish Priest of Millstreet, Co. Cork, as
well as others I think I hate mentioned already - Ristedrd §
Foghludha, Sedn § Cuibh and - § Suilleabhdin, formerly of Killarney
and afterwards in the Translation Department of the DAil in Dublin.
These were amongst the fiacest critics of Pearse,as I remember,.

Probably Piaras Beaslaol was one of those assoclated with the

group of that time too.

While on the subJect of the Gaelic League it might ve as
well to put QOwn now what I recollect of the périod of the activitks
in connection with the resigﬁation of ﬁr. Douglas Hyde from the
Presidenc& of the Gaelic League.

Dre Douglas Hyde was elected President of the Gaelic League
soon after its foundation’liﬂ;t, of course, was before my time,

and Dr. Hyde himself and others have put on record the date of his
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election. I am sure it is mentioned in Be. Coffey's life.
F -At—the time of my assoclation 6.3.‘ the Gaelic League which began
about the year‘1892, Dr. Hyde was President up to the Oireachtas
v of 1915 which was held in that year in Dundalk,

The Ewropean War which started in August 1914 naturally
broughzim a big effect-i;-;’-the political situation in Ireland.
The question of the coming into operation of the Home_hulé Act
was s8t1ll being discussed, The Redmond party were still '
dominant in the land. They held, too, a very importand and
influential position in the political 1ife of Great Britain.,
There was high expectation that Home Rule would be put into
oﬁeration at an early stage. 0f course there was very grave
anxiety on this mgtter. and particularly on the question as to
.: whether the Home Rule Act would operate throughout all Ireland,

or whether the Ulster people wou%? succeed 1n their effort to
: have Ulster, or part of Ulster, t;;a;:;iﬁvof the operationd of

Home Rule when it became a fact.

' Lon
All this meant that there was great activity-on political

matters in the country. In addition to this the fouhdafion of
the Ulster Volunteers,under 8ir Edward Carson, of a military
force to defend Ulster agailnst the Home Rulers had its
repercussions in other parts of Ireland. I do not want to go
into the history of this now, but just to indicate the very'-
great anxiet&,in a8ll political circles and all parties,that
exlsted when fhe European War was declared iﬁ August 1914.

In I.R.B. circles there was more activity than ever
immedlately war was declared. Arising out of this it is
wn,_"‘ / 'Z‘MMG{:—-‘ “g » .
prob&b;e that the question of the Gaelic League was considered and
discussed ,. perhaps—at a meeting of the Supreme Council of the
= I.R.B, There must have'been discussion somewhere amongst at
least certain heads of the I.R.B. Organisation, because sqme_
; 9 .)u‘/ / $7a i
huwd45- > before the Olireachtas,or Ard Fhels of the Gaelic

League which was held at the same time, met in Dundalk, the
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decision was come to that an effort should be -made to put the
Gaelic League in line with the Nationalist forces in Ireland

that sought for separation from England.

I remember being asked by Sedﬁ MacDermoft to meet him in
the offices of Micheal § Foghludha - I think it was there the
appointment wéa made for - with some other members of the
Gaelic League who were also members of the I.R.B., amongst
them being Diarmuid Lynch, Thomas Ashe, and I think Michael
Cowley, who was an offie&&} of the Archbishop McHale Branch ,dnd

whp_aftgpwands was Assistant' Manager of the  National Land

Bank, College Green, Dubiiq;rand who was for a good number of

years Centre of a Circle in the I.R.B. in Dublin. There may
have been one or two others called into consultation by Seén
MacDermott, but I do not remember if there were, or 1if so, who-
they were.

ose of the meetl was to consider the amendment
Ko et B, whioh = ©

'onphe Gaelic League hy Seédn MacDermott, presum&bly acting for

the I.R.B. was desirous of having proposed for the coming Ard
Fheils of the Gaellc League. The actual wordihg of this N
emendment, I am sure, can be got from the newdpapérs of.the
time - I don't remember it accurately now — but it meant that
the Gaelic Leaéue by its Constitution was to declare 1itself
in favouf of a free and independent Ireland; zhxtxtnxtnxnnxl

Those of us wﬁo met there had a long discussion on the topic.

I certainly realised that the proposition would mean,_LT:*\
- AN
.

that Dr. Hyde would not accept such a change 1n
the Comstitution. He had all his life sought to keep the

Gaelic League a non-party organisation, ﬁy that I meang,a non-

party political organisation. I believed he would resign ‘ ‘\\

rather than remain in the Gaelic League after the change in
the Constitution, for that meant that the Gaelic League was to

take sides with those who sought for separation from England.
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The others whose names ] have mentioned ,who were present,

except Seén MacDermott, were certainly in the beginning
hesitant about the desirability of this change. They thoughf
it might mean breaking up the Gaelic League, which they
certainly did not desire to do. We had a long discussion on
the matter,;&nd came to no decision, though MacDermott pressed

us strongly that we should,

We had other meetings,perhapﬁ two or more, on this
subject, I think these other meetings were held in the
offices of Sinn mhich were then at 11 Upr. 0'Connell St,
at the corner of ¥pr. Abbey Street, and there, during the

- early afternoon, when there would be nobody in these offices,

we met again to discuss this same proposition.

MacDermott pressed that this proposed amendment should be

put down in the name of the Archbishop McHale Branch, but

Cowley and I refused, and my recollection is that the proposed
amendment appeared on the Agenda eventually in the name of

Craocbh an Cheitindigh, and if my memory is correct, it was

I 4 -
? proposed at the Ard Fheis by Diarmuid Lynchon Anelenl Of 34l g4

Of course once the amendment appeared on the Clér of the
£rd Fheis that=-year it gave rise to very ardent and widespread
discussion amonget Gaelic Leaguers, Everybody realiséd‘what
the proposition meant. I do not believe that there was any
desiratgeven on the part of the leaders of the I.R.B. to get
rid of Dr, Douglas Hyde, They would I thihk, have preferred

’ ﬂdo

if Dr., Hyde would accept the-new— appticatioﬁ of the Constitut:og
that

¥xex is if it were adopted by the Ard Fheis.
The I.R.Bs people were determined that the proposal should
be carried, and that the Gaelic League should take its stand
("f)’./\{
formally, clearly and definitely on the side of those who “had
7, .
advocated separation, When the Ard Fheis came there was much

excitement before-~the:Ard Fheis-meeting, and during the Ard

Fheis, members of the I,R,B., and those who were not members of



5¢

5

of the I1.R.B. but were supporters of its viewpoint, were
most active in'eonﬁueiﬂg‘ﬁglegates on this issﬁe. Therg_was, as
} have already said, very high feeling amongst people Who took
part in National affairs at this time, the war being then in
progress for about a jéar. The Irish Volunteers and the National
Volunteérs having been founded, and having spfead widely all
over the country, and eventually having split on the qnestioh
of their‘g?n_rq; by the Irish Parliaméntafy Party’caused &t

development of strong feeling, great activity and sometimes

great excitement éll over the countiry.

In 7this effort to carry the amendment of thé Constitutioh
proposed by Craobh an Celthinnigh, it is probable that an effort
was made to line up the delegates of as many branches of the
Gaelic League as possible in favour of the already mentioned
proposal., ° Probably an effort was made, though on this I cannot
speak with certainty now because I don't remember, but—probebly.
an_effopt-was.made--to get branches of the Gaelic League that could
be influenced, to send delegates indtiucted to vote for the
resolution -~ branches that would probably not in the ordinary way
have sent delegates to the Ard Fneis at all., At this time
there would probably be in Ireland at least 600 or TOO:active
branches of the Gaelic lLeague., Bach of these branches would be
equally entitled to send,l think at least two delegates to the
Ard Fheis. I think it would be true to say that not more than
300 branches would send representatives to the Ard Fheis, and
some of these branchés would send one delegate only.‘Iﬁgt wag as

much as their finances could afford.

0f course, at all times the branches nearest to the place
of the meeting, which was usually Dublin, had the greaﬁer number
of delegates present.' When the Ard Fheis mét at Killarney, as
it did in 1914, of course, Munster delegates had a ﬁetter
opportunity of attending. Dundalk was not too far from Dublin

and easily accessible by train. This meant that a good number
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of delegates attended from.-&¥i—the~Provinces, and probably a

considerable number from the north of JIreland,

I do not remember énything in particular about ggg character
of the delegates of that year (1915), but it i6-peowebTy that a
considerable number of young men who were members of the
Volunteer organisations, as well as a strong representation of

The result was that, after a long, and as I recollect it,
bitter, and at times very emcited discussion, the motion was
carried by, I think, an overwhelming majority. Those who spoke
against the Resolution izt warned the Ard Fheis that it was
certain that Dr. Douglas Hyde would not remain as Pre81dent if
the amendment were carried. I do not now recollect whether Dr.
Hyde made this statement himself any time during the discussion;
maybe he did. It is ceftain, however, that after the debate
which ended in the amendment being.carfied,ﬂgﬂé next morning at

the first session of the Ard Fheis, Dr. Hyde announcéd his

resignation, : |

I remember well too having breakfast with him on that morning

ﬁyw /fc L. ) ? .

Bse ot o before the assembly of the Ard Fhels, and having done my best to

e influence him against resignation., I think I must have spent an
T ea L .

4ﬂ¢2fékﬁ¢? hour and a half with him, having breakfast and talking afterwards;
but theré was no shaking him in his determination to resign.
He gdve as his ;eason for resigning,the fact that he always stood
- for keeping the Gaelic League out of party politics in Ireland.
He firmly believed that the only hope of success in‘the objeéts
of the Gaelic League was to make it, and keep it, apart and aside
from party politics, His desire had always been to have in the
organisatioh as many members of all political parties as he could
induce to join, Through this attitude he had succeeded up to
then in keeping the Gaelic League platform free for members of the
Irish Parliamentary P%ﬂi{;oand its, opponents, both from the North

TN L G cf. ch:&m ,
and South, who worked -fregly together for the preservation,of the®

N
( J“(‘i,?hf:"g 4



He felt absolutely certain that this decision of the Ard Fheis
to take a stand on—the-quesmaonhof“eepar&tionnfrom gTand ang.
favouggg-separation from England, meant that supporters of the
Irish Parliasmentary Party, or people who were not supporters of
any party, but who would certainly be opposed to separation,

would leave the Gaelic League.,

There were in the Gaelic League at all times, some people -
not many - but there were always some, who were Unionist in
poiitics, who bélieved that Irelend snould remain in the British
Empire, though they favoured the preservation and spread of the
Irish language. It was Dr. Hyde's attitudegand Dr. Hyde's
influence that induced these people to join the organisation.

He believed firmly that the passing of this amendment of the
Constitution would cause all/iiese to desert the Gaelic League.
" There was nothing thatrcould change Dr, Hyde's mind on this,

I know that many others bésidés myself did their best to

influence him in the matter, but he was adammati

He resignedg—and amidst great and wild eqéagiiasmglgoin
MacNeill was elected President in his stead. 'HE was prepared
to accept and work the amendéz;i;9£_$h§ Constitution., He was
President of the Voluntéerqtpand with his long service to the
Gaelic Leaguq;;and,work fogézzi_languag§*>he was the obvious
choice, Hé had hean.always, and still probably was, a

supporter of the Parliamentary Party 5

//_\

I imagine the Parliamentary Party did not regard him as a

very enthusiastic subporter, but if he were obliged to declare
his_prefernnce, I think up to then at any rate, MacNeill would
have declared himself a 2éyal supporter of John Redmond and

of the Parliamentary.Party. Iﬁ is certain that he always worked
in the closest kar a&ssociation and in harmony with Dr. Douglas
Hyde. I do not ever remember, théugh I had intimate
assocliation with the Gaelic League for many years before this,

¥ —
L ¥

I .do-not ever_remember any_occasionﬁthat—iwheandupfq_am_hea}d,
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a rumour of,-any antagonism or dissention between them, The

same could be said of PéAdraig Pearseqs@—ol ‘Ziaws"?“~ A;e‘“{c

One of the most enthusiastic backers always of Dr., Hyde

© and supporter of all ‘his work for the. Gaelic League was Una N{

Fhearghalle, a member of the Coisde Gnétha, ,jheugh?l am sure she
was one of those who most vigorously opposed the gdoption of the
BoTouely oPose) Ve ATUiR,

~amendment of the Constitution. I think the-.same-could.he . .said

of Seéirse ¢ Muandin.

Looking back on the history of that period, and on the
developments 1in the Gaelic_League and elsewhere afterwards, I
think it cannot bg denied that the adoptiontﬁf the new
Constitution had the effect, generally speaking, that Dr. Hyde

and those who aupported him foretold;\

Ao i I L

It may be that in the very changed athmosphere of 1916 and

-afterwards, the Gaelic League organisation might have suffered

in any case, s0 much of the time of those who would have been the
most active spirits of the Gaelic League was glven to other

activities. It is possible that the @aelic League would have
&, [ 7}

succumbedqlbut I am inclined to think that the cause of the

collapse - I think that I can use that word - of the Gaelic

League after 1916 was the adoption of the amended Constitution.
dﬂ"é‘-‘/ %f}ba A / AT (., .
I think.from_ the Gaeiic,—andvtremm%he Iriah

would have been better to have left the Constitution of the )
#aelic League stand as it was,;anﬁ.to have kept Dr. Hyde és‘
President. qPQ£&r—&aﬁ%he-iang&&ge“mﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁt‘waﬁ'concérned it 7
would probebly-have—worked out better. I do not think that
those who were working earnestly, seriously an& énthuaiasticaliy.
for the preservation and spread of the Gaellc language were in \\
any way helped 1n.this work by the adoption of the revised

Constitution,
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From the time 8inn Féin was founded in November 1905, naturally
as I had baken _an active pgpt in this I began to get into c;ose
touch and association with Arthur ériffith. | it was my custom to
attend the weekly propaganda meetings and lectures that were held,
first, I think, for a short whilé in Abbey Street, and later, for
many years, at 6 Harcourt 8t a house that 8imn Péin owned and
occupied for many years. 'Ip_was bouéht by an organisation Bounded
by Alderman Tom Kelly. It was a co-operative savings bankg which
was given the name of "Tye 8inn Féin Bank". This organisation
owned thetpremisea and rented certain rooms of the house to the
Central branch of Sinn Féin ani the National Executive of 8inn Féin.
Incidentally, that house I believe was formerly the resi@eﬁziaof
cardihal Neﬁman during the time he was Rector of thq:ﬁ%ti;;ai'
University at Dublin, |

Edward Marg?n was the first parﬁﬁﬁ'elected President of the
newly founded Sinn Féin organisation. Usually on a Monday night
1ecturea or propaganda meetings were held and-hreaided over by
Ed. Martfn, and in his absence 1t was generally Griffith. Through
attendance at thése conferences I got to know Griffith. He was a
very daifficult man to know. He was always very reserved. His
friends were few, that is, those he took into his intimate confidence.
It was some years before I could say I had won his confidence.
Among ?}a closest friends were;galderman Tom Kelly;— Henry Dixom—
Johqgi?uahonyz:and Alderman Walter Cole. These friends he met at
the meetings of the Executivé committee at least once every week,
and with these,-the whole future of the organisation,.and gll ite
details would be frankly and freely discussed. Edward Maf&ﬂh and -
John Sweetman were also, of course, friends of hisgand nativwal
supporters and subscribers to the Sinn Féin funds. But I do not
think they would be said to be intimate friends in the sense that

those others I have mentioned were.

Everything connected with the organieation and the running

of the weekly paper was discussed with these friends I have mentloned,
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and one other whose name was Denis Devereux,-who, I think, had been
an apprentice compositor with Griffith in his youth. They remained
the'closest of friends up to the time of Griffith's death.

There was another group with whom Griffith.was on terms of
easy friendship and intimacy, _With these Griffith relaxed more
than wiih anyone else, and the basis of their friendship was, of
course, first of all their Irish-Ireland outlooki= , their support of
the movement for complete independence, and in addition, literary
tastes. The chief of these would be "Seamas O'Sullivan" whose
real name was James Starkey, who was a pharmaceutical chemiat, but
who gave all his time to literature;=Dr. Oliver Gogarty, aalwould
also Pe-James Stephens,-who was then a Law Clerk in Dublingand
who contributed regularly to the "United Irishman" and later to
"S8inn Féin"y Dr. Joseph Boyd Barrett, Mr Nolan Whelan, B.L. and
Mr Michael Noyk, Solicitor. One other I should f¢8t1°n would be
Jamesa Gonnolly:tﬁlder brother of Joaeg} connollxj~afterwards
Minister in Mr deValera's Government, who was then a clerk in the

Four courtqgfﬁhd-a%so-a regular‘contributor to Griffith's paper.

With some of that goup‘;:er:l.rfith would meet a couple of nights,——
or maybe thrbe nights a week, In the early years, going back to
the 190f or'0§ period, I think they used to meet in Mooney's public
house at nighitime, Griffith, though never a heavy drinker, would
take one or two bottles of stout during the course of the night, I
was often told,— I, personally, was never in their company on
these occasionsy-and, for a couple of hours or more they would sit

around and discuss literary and political topics.

As I have bBald, it was not easy tp.get to know Griffit@'.
intimately, excapt_fof the select few whose names I have mentigned.
In these early years certainlyg—there were few people who coulﬁ
claim to be close friends of Griffitgﬁ/ In later years, that is,

after 1916, for a period of about two years when Sinn Péin was | -

e

sweeping the country we used to have fairly frequent meetings at 1
_ b
\

I

o
T
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6 Harcourt Street. I was then a member of the 8inn Féin Standing
' Committee. Sometimes at the close of these meetings I used to be
invited by Griffith to come with him, and sometimes also with
Seén Hﬁlroy, to the flat on the corner ofiuerfibn Square and Upre.
Mount Street, where Dr. J. 3qyd Barrett lived. I often went with
him on these occasions, and we would find nauﬁl;y in the'flq;
"Seamas O'Sullivan®, Nolan Whelan, occasionally stephen.ucganna

and Michael Noyk, and maybe one or two others.

It is certainly correct that in the early years that I speak
of, the rendesvous of Griffith and his friends was usually one of
Mooneyg‘public'houses. In later years they transferred their
meefingqplace to the Bailley in puke étreet, where Griffith
with his friends was to be found almost every night of the week,

24/10/51.
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Referring ‘again to Arthur Griffith, I do not know anything

DREACHT/ Q.

about his family or his upbringing, and I know nobody, except
of. course his wife and chiléren, who could give any information
on that subject. He was born, as far as I remember having heard

many years ago, in Dominick -Street, Dublin about 1871, but that

- . is something that could be checked from the records in the General

Register in the Custom House, - After completing his apprentice-
ship as a compositor (where he served this apprenbiceship I do not
know) hé went to 8outh Africa,4ﬂ§w long he stayed in 8th. Africe

I 4o not know.' I 4o know that he met John ucBridg there. What
he worked at there I have heard a few times was in the mines,
preshmably when he went to South Africe he d4id not work at hiq

own trade. 1 remember him telling a story about his'meeting

with John McBride on some occasion of a National holiday or
festival., I do not remember now what town they met in in Sth.
Africa, but as I recollect the story it was that he and McBride
met and had a meal together fﬁ‘aama‘townhtnaethvﬂnﬁrtoa,_and after=
wards went for a ride in a rickahaw. The rickshaw wasg paepo&ie&
by a black., A8 Griffith told me the story - ag far as I remember
it anyhow - he and McBride passed some words together in Irish.
Immediately on this the black stopped running, and still holding
the shafts )turned round and let out a flood of Irish at Griffith
and McBride. On questioning the nigger afterwards they found
that he was,as Griffith might describe him, a "native apeakepr"

of Irish, and that he had learned the language from either his
mother of his father, MecBride knew more Irish thd;rariffith,
probably because he came from Westport, Co. Mayo, and made some
effort to carry on a little conversation with the blacﬂp&n.
@Griffith's knowledge was very slight, as he sald then, and he was'

not able to make muoh progress.

That incident must have happened a good while before the
outbreak of the Boer War. agriffith was back in Ireland, I think
(Lol
in 1898, nﬁiearly the following the year he and his friend wWm.

Rooney founded "The United Irishman,"
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I flret saw and heard Griffith speak at a meeting of the
Geltic Literary Society which held meetinge at 32 Lr. Abbey Street -
!very Monday night there,ﬁlecturee on Irieh hietory and various
aepeote of Irieh literature were given by the politically minﬁed
people of the day. Rooney was frequently 8 lecturer there* '
Grifrith occaeionelly, but at every lecture Rooney would eertainly
be one of the epeakere; Griffith frequently tbo. othen;who were
prominent 1n the Geltic Literary Society would be nmn Fox, Peter
White, Michael Quinn and hie sister Mary Quinn, afterwerde the '
wife of Dudley Diggee,the well-known actor who died 1aet year in
New Yerk. H. nangan, later City Accountant of Dublin, uiee Maud |
Gonne, Fadreig 6 Brollach&in. All this group were eeeociated witi
the publication of "The United Irishman”. Another was Démhnall
o' COnnor. Chartered Accountent, a native of Kenmere, Co. Kerry.
| I 1magine, thoush I have no information on the eubject, that
these were the people who subscribed the funds to ‘enable "The :
United Irishman" to be founded,

I saw Griffith, as I have sald, at these meetinge;of the
Celtic Literary Society and heard him speak. I also heard him
speak on several occasions during the Boer War. - Boon after the
outbreek of the Boer War, there was established in Dublin a
Committee to 4o pro=Boer propaganda,in=thé-0ity. Griffith wae
one of the active members of tnie Committee, They endeavoured to
hold public meetings in different places in the Oity, usually
such meetings would be called for Foster Place, College Green or
Beresford Place. Very frequently such meetings, when advertised,
would be proclaimed from Dublin Castle. .This meant that if an
ettennt were made to holdnq_meeting. the police would have orders
to suppress it. More than once I attended these suppressed
meetings, and Griffith would be almost always one of the epeekere
as wonlgiggagggdeonne, as she was then known. Henry Dixon would
probably be another, and Alderman Tom Kelly. I witnessed the
efforts to hold theeermeetings despite the proelemationa and
despite the efforts of the police to eugfeee them. VWhen the
promotors tried to hold a meeting the police would be ordered to



use their batons on the crowd.,  Mounted police, of whichthere
were several troops kept in the City of Dublin at that t ime,
would $hen be called in, the police Geing sabres Jwould charge the
crowd and use the;r sabres freely on‘thgir heads and shoulders.
Dpring the Boer'War theéa were common sights in the City of
Dﬁblin, and, of course, were great sources of excitement and

amusement_tp us of the younger generation.

This wae the period during which the big division in the
ranks of theririéh Parliamentary Party which had taken plaée
about 1890, was'atill“operafiie, 'During'tﬁat period, say from
about 1890 to 1901, Dublin City had been mostly Parmellite.
Elections to the Mungcipal Council at that period were almost
always fought out on that 1ssue, pro or contra Parnell. I
carriot speak with any certainty on this, because I was ‘not old’
enough to take any interest or active part in piitica at that time
I am Bure, however, that/bzggin.uunicipal Council was 1n a big

madority Parnellite.

@riffith and William Rooney, and I think most of those '

" associated with the Celtic Literary Soolety were Parnellites. Kot

(3

all, however, were because I think it 1s true that Alderman Tom
Walter
Kelly and Alderman/Cole had been associated with anti-Parnellitea.

I I,r‘

The gpl}t;;n the ranks of the Parliamentary Party had: .
.uﬁ@oubted;y affected the development, first of all.‘qf_thégg
Gaelic League, and secondly of 8inn Féin. I would say that

- probably most,oﬁ thae who were responsible for first of all

founding the Gaelic League, and thep.;qr'its aucceasfuIIQeyplopman

in the years that followed immediately were people WhO‘thEhOt
been interested in Irish party politics up to then. Someméfmxhem
mmmmummammamot@ They had xio
interest in party politice becauae of the unpleasant 1ncidenta
associated with the Bplit of the Home Rule Party. - .. ' . \
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Very bitter feelings were aroused during that period, and attacks
of a most personal kind were made by prominent people of both sides.
This had the effect of disgusting very large numbers of people in
all parts of the country with political life., As 1 say, this

gave an opportunity to those who founded the Gaélic League, which
was favoured widely everywhere,to get public life in Ireland going
again on a non-party basis. This was probably one of the causes o
the wonderful success and marvellous growth of the Gaellc League

1n those early years,

Griffith and Rooney, in the pages of the "United Irishman"
gave the Gaelic League all the support that they could. They
urged,—in every issue,.that every man and woman who had an interest
in Ireland should Jjoin the Gaelic Leagua,rand gave the movement
their warmest and most active support. The (Gaelic league as a
non-political and non-party body also gave great opportunity to
people holding pbsitions in the public services, like Civil
Servants, to join and use their energies for the benef;t of Irish-

Irelanqi;and the language movement in particular,

Griffith was a foreeful writers—and had a style that wae then
new in Irish-journalistic work. The old-fashioned verboasftirades
that were always associated with Parliamentarianism soon went out
of fashion, The subscribers to the "United Irishman" were
taught to be prudent, careful and precise in their statements.
Every fact should be checked. The days of the wild whirling
words such as the people of the Parliamentary Party were used to
from William O'Brien,_.both in his platform talks,-and in his
writings, were gone, Griffith insisted in his articles week by
weeksz that gomething more than wild words were neceesary to
attain the objects that Sinn Féin and Irish-Ireland and the
Gaelic League hadézn,1rtaeur“

Griffith himself practised what he preached,—and was &a
regular attendant at Irish classes which were held every week in
the rooms of the Celtic Literary Boclety. Though I know that he

worked hard to learn Irish,-and long years after these days I
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speak ef new, 1 can say Griffith attended'regulaf classes in
kfrieh in Réeding Prison, I am afrdaid his efforts to get a

knowledge of the language were never very eucceeeful, but he
gave the exemple which was the effective thing.ggz-the time.

H E | [', . . ] -
. He was a herdlwerkep,gaadwepenm‘many,houre‘everg,week doing

research work in the Nationaliiibrery. He was. a very quick '
worker when it came to writing his articles. When the "Sinn FPéin"
nesspaper was founded in 1903, {Lj-the editorial offices were then
at 17 Fownes Street, Dublin. There Griffith a1d=For seven or
eight years;most of his writing. The offices in Fowres street
consisted of two small rooﬁa, an outer and an inner oftfice. In
the outer office there were, generally, Peter White, Managef of
‘the "United Irishman", and afterwards of the weekl&‘"Sinﬁ Féin",
and his assistant Frank Griffith, brother of Arthur Griffith.

The paper was printed by a printer in Inchicore.
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It must be recognised, and it should be put on record.
somewheré,-that few men of his time did more to influence public
opinion and Irish political thought than did Arthur Griffith. It
should be known too that few men made greater sacrifices - pepaonal
sacrifices -~ for the cause of Irish freedom and Irish-Ireland than
did @riffith. Griffith had great gifte as a writer, and he could
have devoted his talents to earning a ooffortable liwiihood for
himself. Instead of this he devoted his talents and all his time
to the cause that was most dear to him, and that was the freedom of

-

Ireland,

He and his close friend and colleague, Wm. Rooney, with the
aid of a number of others, some of whose names I have already
mentioned as members §f the Celtic Literary Society, made up their
minds that Parliamentarianish was not going to succeed in winning
freedom for Ireland. They had witnessed the efforts of the
ablest Parliamentarian that Ireland had produced in the 419th
century,~Parnelly fail to achieve the object which the Irish

'Parliamentary Party had set before itself - Home Rule for Ireland,
'This failure of Parliamentarianism which had a unique opportunity

of achieving something of real value for Ireland, had prbved to many
people in Ireland that reliance on Parliamentarian meihods wag not
goipg to achieve what Irish natioﬁaliata hoped for and worked for.
Therefore, this amail group decided to found a newspaper to preach
aelf-peliance. I think the credit for suggesting the name "Sinn

9 gfin" for the movement was given‘bj griffith himself to his friend
bty o \ :

~
4nd eno—of his—aedsnt frequent contr:lbutor’ to the papers afterwards,
Médire de Buitléir, afterwards Mrs § Nualldin.

While wm. Rooney lived a great part of the "United Irishman" was
written every week bf neanay.- My recollection is that we who were
particularly interested used to hear that the notes of the week werel
generally contributed by wm. Rooney;Fand Pédraig 6!Brollachﬂin.

The editorial was always written, we understood, by Griffith, and
in additiony. Griffith generally contributed at least two long

articles each week on Irish historical subjects or on literary

sub jects.
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It is certain that Griffith got very 11ttle 1n the way of
remuneration for his services as Rﬂitor and principal writer of:
the "United Irishmanﬂ What the amonnt of his actual pay ;as |
the# oﬁ-cennse I don't know, but I can speak with knowledge as to
what he received from the 8inn Féin weekly years later. I became
menager of the 81nn Féin Printing and Publiehing company in 1909,
and Bhortly arterwards we began to puhliah a daily afternoon paper,
of which Griffith was %hitor-inrthef. while the daily papar
oontinued, which was for 1 think about é:months, not more certainly,
Griffit? was, as far as I can recdlleetf:;aid £5 per week . The
finances of the Company got into bad shape at the end of the 1 &3
months  and the dally issue of "Sinn Péin"-had:to cease. The
weekly wgs, of course, contimed. I think @riffith's pay was
first reduced to £3, and later when times got harder, there was I
think a perliod of at least -a year or eightcen months g and by this
time @riffith had gqt married and was living in a house in 8t.
Lawrence Road, clontarf;'which'had been presegted-to him by a
number of his friends and admirera.,. salafy hxhxhia_timeuﬁgg
been reduced to about 3q/- per week, How he managed to live and-
keep his family on this I d0 not know., He had no other resources
so far as I have evér'heard. " 1 do know that hé~was offered fairly
large fees by some English newspapers for a series of special
articles., I know also that he was asked by P. Meade, %ﬁitob of .
"The Evening Telegraph", Dublin, to become a regular contributor -
to that newspaper, for which contributions he would be well paid. ‘
I% is certain that he refused all these offers,.and devoted himself
completely to 8inn Féin.

=

-atioelggver achieved the swaaess ihat

was won by the United Iri---

Sinn Féin as an orgar

organisation in the count

tpa%-wee~rgzggfu§;n:499§_::}%;;:_--_i}.'_‘;

p;,1917.ﬁ The old organisation never had mére than 300 or uoo branches

¢t lat the moag)in Ireland. %Be new 8inn Féin, the re-organised dody
JOW

that came into existence in_ 1917, and of which Famon de Valera

beegme President, was, of course, a different body. It -1is probable
] ‘
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that the nsme "Sinn P6in" would not have survived at all were 1t

not that '_ it had been made popular in ;_raland‘becanae the British

éttnibuted to 8inn Féin_th_e organisation of thg Rising of 1916,

. for which Sinn Fé:ln, as puch)had no responsibility.

R
As we are on thia tofpi’c' oit‘_ the organisation of 8inn Péin, -
perhaps I might put on rer;:drd'hére my.fecolleqﬂon of one or two -

thi'ngs in connection with the new organiaation".

First 1t should be remembered that early in 1917 an effort.
was made by Count Plunkett,{/who had shortly before deen elected as |
the first Irish Parliamentary _gpresentativ,e ao-n mete' s
independence ticket or programme i) He had been electec‘i a Mp@ber
of Parliament for North Roscommon in. February 1917. ps think it
was in April 1917 that Count Plungett. assisted by Father Michael

ﬂFlanagan. and a man named utcheél Mullane who, I think, aoted as

S8ecretary, ocalled a Convention of Irish pditical organisations to

support the new political movement aiming at complete independence.

faw

Bome”éf the new organisation under the Presidency of Count
Plunkett 4id not take root. They had started Liberty Clubs,
many of which came into ex:latenee in aifferent parts of the country

' ¢p but they faded out when sinn Féin wae re-organised later that
‘year. The men who came out of the English prisons, particularly

thogé who had been in the Sonviot prisons, favoured the revival'
of 8inn Féin, it they decided that they must have at the head of
it a man who had taken an active part in the Rising of 1916.

At the bfanoh W hz}& before the big re-organiaation

meeting of Simn Féinéhat year %ﬁ t%iou House in

Octo'ber 1917, the decisionm arpived—at that Griffith would not

 ve acceptqble to the "mil:ltary" melygaa the leeder f’zuzthe re-

organised movemeént. I was present at some of these meetings ,tand

i

amongst those who took part ing thése discussions were Cathal v
Brugha, Michael Collins, Seén McGarry, Pearse Beaslaoi, John ' \

IR

0'Mahony, Joseph Murray.v Pi'o‘bably similar meetings were held

in other parte of the’ country but there was a' lot of discuasioni/

'going on everywhere as to the new leadership, and it eventually
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emerged that the "military men", as we might describe them - those
who had actually taken part :l.n the Riaing of 191 6 ’ favoured the

election ar;Eamon de Valera, but .a mmber of . Griffith' s**friahdsr-apd

he had a number of frienda and admirereﬁeven amongst the men who
'naa been active 1n the fightf—they»dislikea deposing Griffith

.13{]-.

.becaﬁ'ae of the exoellent work he had done over = period of nearly

20 years,and the heroic sacrifices that he had made in the’
interests of the movement.' X remember going to Alderman Walter
Cole's house, 3 Mountjoy B8q., the night before the Sinn Féin
Convention in October 1917, to discuss this question and @riffith's
position with regard to the new organisat:l.onl I went there earl%
about 7 o'clook, and met there Walter Cole himself, John O'Mahony.

Joseph uurray, and Aldeman 'l'om Kelly. all of whom, :lnclud:lng |
-'myaelf, were great friends and admirers of Grirﬁ.thﬁ‘ Qole told
,. us tha.t he had asked Griffith h-amr to comes= and%:fd him what
"we had propoaed to discuss, . We had a long talk about an hour
l' before (@riffith turned upy-and we came to the conclusion that u'
'“Grifrith stoc:d as a ocandidate for the Presid.ency of the re-

organlsad 8inn Péin, $that—the ohances were that he would be
defeated. We also decided that when Griffith arrived he should be
told what our considered view was, He was told by Walter Colge
and he himself entered into the discussion in the most objective

kind of way. After a discussion of half an hour or so on the

7

matter aatto t,he Preal dency of. the Eew ganiaation he said that

he would f—the—{res-idenc- —-arose, wonld
“W ; oD _/ W?-:X ’
» AAannounce t '. scided—to—withdraw his
candtdature,

At the meeting itself the next day when the point was reached
where the election of the new President was td"-‘takw.
e ~

Griffith stood up and,if my recollection serves me, himself
oﬁ!ared-\t.n,propoaA/ amon de Valera for the Presidency.
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I‘think it could be said that the old 8inn Féin orgaﬁisation
attained its greatest period of success in 1909-'16. It was 1in
1909 that a Company was formed to print and publish a daily
nespaper. An effort was made to collect a sum of £10,000 for
this purpose. "As far as I remember not half of this amount was
eventually obtained. | Most of the’suppbrters of 8inn Féin were
amongst the poorer section of the community. There were of course
a few men who might be regarded as wealthgﬂwho supported Sinn Péin

and backed 1t financially, but these were not numerous.

K Gl

- Gutside the fact that nothing like the sum asked for was
eventually subscribed, it was decided toiﬂg ahead with the foundation
of the daily paper, An old second-hand Rotary printing press was
bought in England and set up in new premises which §inn Féin rented
at 43 Middle Abbey Street. The premises were owned by Re Jo
MoOreedy who was,xt;gblisher of a number of weekly papérs at that
time in Dublin, the principal one was, I think, "The Irish Cyclist",

R . J. MeCreedy had been associated with Dubros of Dunlop fame.

P ‘ he date of the firet lseue of the daily

e

Sinn Féin as andiﬁening:nrnewapaper. Ichave—an-idea-1it was

5

Griffith gathered round him to help him:ant.uazggg write and produce
the daily paper a group which included some of the most distinguished
literary men of the time in Ireland,fahongst those whose names I

meber were James Stephens, SBeamus 0'Sullivan (Starkey), S&amus

ReilZ;;:who was then editor of the "Leinster Leader", Seamus
Connol ‘Oliver 8t. John Gogarty, M&ire de Buitléir, Joseph

! :1%1 /Vép S gariy, ’ P
campbelxir. of 2gprse all those who contributed to the weekly "Sinn

AL :
Féin" continued as contributors to the daily, and the daily
attracted a number of new writers who, up to then, had not been
known.
One who did a lot for the daily and weekly at all times

g
whose name I should have mentioned before now im The 0'Rahillye who



???

wasg almava a close friend of Arthur Griffitq& and who hslped him
not alone by his contributions to the. papen;?but also to some
extent financially. The daily, as I already mentioned, did not
continue for more than gesxen monxhs,rbaa—gifore it discontimed
publication, seeing that its finances were getting very low,
'Banor William Bulfiquuho was then in Irsland, was asked by the
Board to go to the United States and make a tour to Beek -
rinancial help to keep the daily going. Bulfin, when first
asked, refused on the grounds of 1ll-health. He was then
suffering from ﬂpeumatio fever, but later, when it was announced
to him that the paper must cease publication unless financial
help were forthcoming, he reluctantly agreed to travel to the
U.8.A. - I am not certain if The 0'Rahilly went ﬁth him - I
think he did.. 1If not, I think The 0' Rahilly went at aome other
time to the: U8, to look for money for the same purpoae.
However, whether Bulfin.went alone bp not, I do not exaat&xr
remember, but he did go in the winter of 1910{rand §pen$ s?mq .
months in the United S8tates and raised a, sum of mop y’-‘whi'-eh—ya's—’

Aot -very great, wad-again, if 1 racollect-properly; returned

somewhere about Jamiary or February 1919.

I met him on his return and was shooked to find him looking
80 ill. He handed over to me the monies he had collected, én@
went to his htme in Birr; Co. Offaly; where he died hot very long
after.. '

I think tribute should be paid to Willlam Bulfin for the -
ﬁork he did in supporting and winning support for the Irish- -
Ireland h0vament.: whsn he went to the Argentine first I do not
knov&. I think I heard of him firet about.190k or '05 whem he
was baék in Ireland on a holiday, aqﬁtfhen, in assoclation with
a man named Henry Egan of Tullamore,1produced and -pet—in
citculation a magazine which they called "Ard na hfireann”,

B I ag armal
This magazine was Just a-menthly publication which conxained a
series of very well written and beautifully 111uatrated articlea
on historical subjects, mostly about the Midlands. Ithink this

*Ard na hEireann" appeared perhaps two or three times about
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Christmas time in the.years 1905, 1906 and 1907. K

ﬁenry Egan was a friend of 'Bulfin. - He was an. ardent
auprorter'of the'Iriéh—Ireland movement, and a friend of Arthur
Griffith too.  He was a Bufferer from T.B. and had to spend
several montha each winter in Switzerland.. . 'Be-wge-a-glose.-friend
of Bulfin, and_worke&——aa—f—have—satd——wtth—htmﬂtn~tnf—@roduction -
-—%h%s-E4r&—nE“ﬁEi____”"‘magaziaevh— I think he died about the year

1910,
frat™

Bulfin, when I heard of him, was editor, and, I think, owner

of a paper named "The Bouthern Cross™ whioh was printed and
published in Buongg Aires, B&iggﬁ made this a very ardent Irish-
Ireland weekly paper. It was one of the few papers published in
English 1n.that_countrg,;and was regarded as the organ of the
Irish-Catholic element of the Argentine. 'There was another
newspaper, the name of which I cannot remember now, a daily
newspaper I think, published in English in Buenos Airea;Which wad
founded by an Irish family named Mulhall. Whether that paper is
still in exiétencg or not I do not know. I think‘fhis was the
only daily newspaper in English publishea in the capital of the
Argentine. = The Mulhall newspaper was, generally speaking, proe
British. Thie could hever be said of Bulfin's weekly "The Southern
Crosa" .- Associated with'Bulfin in the editing of this paper was

a very wetk-known priest named Monsignor Uaaher;;yho. I thing)atill
lives., ,He visited Ireland four or five years ago. Also there
were assoclated with him, I think in connection with the nswspaper
1n particular, two brothers named Foley, also Offalymen. | They
came from the village of Kimnity. They were Gerald and Prank
Poley. A niece of theirs is married to the Engineer-inschief of
the Department of Posts & Telegrapha Mr. T. J Monayhan After
Bulfin's death "The Southern Cross" was taken over by Gerald Foley
firet, and later by Frank Foley, and contimued publication for many
years, but I have not seen it for the last five or six years, so

whether 1t is still being published or not I do not know.

. A ‘
One thing I remember about "The Bouthern Cross", in addition



97

5.

't thé fact that it was a very ardently pro-Irish, pro—Irish-
Ireland, and pro-Independence paper, was the number 8f 5? [) ts
‘that were published in the early yeare of hurling matchel*yhieh

H

were. a very common feature of the paper every week.

H

‘ At~thht time the Irish element seemed to have been.strong ..
R _ e, ‘
“dn the»Argentinaaznot 80 much in the. cities,but-in rural parts.
’25; rish seeme®-%6 have been pariioularl coessful
I P yf&wa, ,&,
particularly as sheep farmers. , They-emigrated in great numbers

< from the Midlands and also from,Wexford.

. I ‘Just want to have on record the great services that
the
william Bulfin rendered to/Irish-Ireland movement for complete
independence., No man 'did more-e&i%?me.of abroad to publicise
Qret Pl .
© Irish ipsesnational sentiment

England than 4id William Bulfin. That excellent book of his

for complete separation from

"ﬁifbl'g in Erin" is full of love of Ireland. Every line of it
portpaya national sentiment, esteem and reverence'ﬁgi’Irqland's
past.. ‘1t ‘is a book that, in my opinion, should be 532";; a.
reader for the senior classes in all our schools. It 18 well
written -an&-beautifully illustrated, and would 4o much to
1nst11 the . children witl e knowledge. of their history and
geography andjiove and respect for Ireland‘'s past.

: B A Ve
I think some day also the-Nationaliets of Ireland must erect

a monument over thé grave of William Bulfin 15 recognition of his
great national services, )

1

| The daily paper "g§inn Péin" ceased publication for want of
funds. Even the weekly found it difficult to carry on. It
happened a good many times that towards the end of the week, the
Board would discover that vena=§tnbéhlx-there .would not be
‘ ‘enough money 1n the exchequer to pay the wages for that week,
and this meant that I waB 1nstructed to look around and see where

o
I could raise enough funda to carry usﬂfor another week or two.



Thia;'of cOursé; was not/easy task. Bgtufor & rumbér of

' years, from 1910 uintil the European War broke out, we struggled
along getting the paper out somehow week after week, 1grgéiy
"through the sacrifices of Griffith and some of the printqﬁs
and compoeit rzézzg_were employed on the paper, and who took
some weeks Nalf their payg and stuck to the paper rather than

see it disappear.

8o that there may'bé & record somewhere of the peopie- K
viho were responsible for keeping thé’waékly alive during tlese
hard times I should mention that among the generous hearted
-Irishmen who qontributgdﬁgpmetimes considerable sums of money,
to enable us to qarry-on)werg Alderman P. W. Corrigan of
Oamden Street, Michael 0'Dea, the furniture manufacturer of
Stafford Street (now WolfeTone Btreet), and Myles R . .Hopkins‘
of Hopkins & Hopkins, Jewéllers O'Connell Street, Dublin.
These were my greatest friends when it came to 1ooh1ng for
. money to Beep the weekly paper goins. More than once‘I got

sums &as large as £500 from Myles R. Hopkins. ~ Once or twice

I got this from him on loan. These 1oana, exoept the last ongJ

wore always repaid. Ir%hinkréhe last som of perhapa 5500 or

. 80 was, as far as I can regolleot, never repaid to Myles'R.

Hopkins. The sums I received from the others 1 have mentloned

were not 80 big, but I frequently got sume of £100 a time
_from Alderman P. W. Corrigan, Thesa ﬁere'givén‘ah gifts,

' none of which we}e ever repaid to Aldermanlcorrigan, np} d;d.
he ever éxpect it or look for it either., The sums I got from

Mr O'Dea were not so numerous, and were usually at the rate of

'1ndeed to reoeive/mf Sometimes we repaid some of this money
which we got from Mr 0'Dea by inserting advertisements for his

furniture in the newapaper,

‘@ne other person would 1iggfﬁp.mgggiggjkeanueab;y

who helped us in times of usay great difficulty, though to
nothing like . the extent of those others, to enable ne - ™
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the paper going.oa:ona:nz:twu=uccaﬁiﬁﬁ§: The person I refer to

is Mr J. J. Symington, Director and Manager of "The Irish Times".
I happened to be a friend of Mr Symington's. I do not recollect
now how the friendship firat arose. Griffith and one or two
others of the directors of "S8imn Féin" knew this, and once or twice
when we were in a bit of a hole and could not see how the paper
was going to be produced that week because we ﬁad no paper and ne
money to buy pnpér, it was suggested to me that I should call on
my old friend Symington for a z::ilor a few x::::SOr newsprint,
Bymington adweye rose to the occasion, and as it happened he
always hed a supply of rolls of paper that suited in size our old-
fashioned machines., ' I repald Symingten, but I think fthe last
.ss(i;aid not rqux;ﬁii??g} some years after the Sinn Péin.
newspaper had ceased publication for all time.

I would like to record a debt of gratitude to the late

J. J. 8ymington who was a friend in need on more than one.oocaaion}
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I was I believe elected a member of tho(ptanding Committee
2. A S rGe 6
of 8inn Féin at the firset Anmal Convention, and I remained a
member of the Staniing Committee practically all the time up to
the Rising of 1916. I was also elected to the Standing Committee
of the new re-organised Binn Féin that came into existence in
October 1917, and was re-elected at anmual conventions as long as

Sinn FPéin continued in exigtence as an organisation.

At the annual convention in the year 1908 held in the Autumn
of that year, I am not sure as to the date, I was elected one of
the Honorary Seoretaries, the other was, I think, Alderman Walter
Cole. | I was re-elected twiqe I think afterwards at %he following

annual convenéions.

When the 8inn Péin Printing and Pudblishing Company was formed

(this was the bueiness organieafion that was responsible for the

printing and publishing of the afternoon Sinn Féin paper and weekly
paper) in 1909, I was appointed Secretary and Manager of the

Company. I continued in thie poeition until ‘the Compzny was

dissolved in 1915.

From its foundation in 1905 for eome years S8inn Féin had a
fair amount of success. If.got the tacit if not always the active
support of thS'Fenian_elemeﬁx, and branbhaa were established in a
sreai many cities and towns all over the country. Of coursde at
the time it was vigorously opposed by the Parliamentary Party and
the organisations supporting that paety.

When in 1912, in the month of April, the Home Ryle for Ireland
Bill wab_introduced into the British House of Commons, new 1ife and
new hopé-;aa given to the Parliamentary Party's organisation, and
the Pafliamentary Party gained renewed vigour and pretty widespread
suppoft from the people all over the country. It looked as if the
hopes of the Parliamentary Party were apout to be realised at last.

The Party organised meetings all over the country as well as in
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England. Bootland and Wales. Thoir supportera in tho United

Btatoa and 1n othar countrios asaooiatod with tho Britioh
lcommonwealth alao beoamo active again. and considerable .
"finanoial eupport for tho Party began to flow 1n from all these

80111'008 .

The result#, as far ’'as S8inn Péin' was ‘Goncerned, was that

"this organisation lost ground pretty rapidly. ' The weekly paper

was still published and still continued to express doubt about

the final outoomo-of the Home Rule movement, Griffith maintained
all along that the British wonld betxer the Parliamentany Party
as thoy had hgzzanedﬁother Irish.politioal movements in the past.
Tho.81nn Féin paper had a fairly wide circulation still and wae
ab1é, ooﬁotimes withAmfficulty, to keep going. As an organisat-
ion and as a political machine Sinn Féin was from 1912 on

on the down grade.,

8o far as I am aware, Pédraig Pearse had not at any time up
to thio associated himaelf with any political party. - He was
busy running his school and editing theqolaidheamh Boluia:'and he
was frequently called on to addreogrmootings, mostly of course in
connection with the'langua;;:;;h;;oland and 1h.Englaﬁﬁ)ppi&e¥vw
Many of the addresses -he delivered at theae'phhlic'meetihga were
afterwards published by him in pamphlet form. The Parliamentary
Party, several important members of which had aosoclaped them~

selves with the language movement, realised that the Irish-Ireland

.movement - in general, and in particular the language movement, had

many adherents in the oountry, and they were anxiouo to try to
assoclate tho eupportero of the Irish-Ireland movement with the

Home Rule movement. Many qgwoqn;ao of the MEm lesaders of the

Gaelic League were themselves supportepo of the Parliamentary

Party. I think 1t is almost certain that Dr. Hyde was a
suoporter of the Parliamontafy Party. Certinly Prof. Agnes
O'Farrelly was, and the GeneralyBecretary, Padraig § D4laigh was.
A9 a matter of faot, the Parliamentary Party made several efforts

to got Dr. Hyde to agree to become publicly associated with the



Pagty,:qnn to contest kka a seat and become .a Member of the
Britich House of Commons which Dr. Hyde always refused to do.
‘I think it was in 1912 that the Parliamentary Paity -
organised a huge demonstration in favour of the Home Rule Bill

‘to be held in the City of Dublin. . A mmber of platforms were
eected in 0'Connell Street - 4 or 5.~ and pddraig Pearse was

invited as a representative of thq,;rieh,xre;and movement to
address that meeting whiqp.pe did.  He epoke from a platform.
erected at the corner .of Middle Abbey Street and 0'Connell Street,
and he spoke in Irish and in English, and meny Irish-Irelanders.

and not a few supporters of the Independence movement went to.‘

- that platform to hear what Pearse would have to say in favour of

Home Rule., His speech was of,couree publgshgd ih the dally
papers of the time. . I know that Pearse was much oriticised by
many of his enthusiasticZfriende and éupponters in the language
movement and 1ﬁ the 1nﬂependence'or rapublican.movament for

congenting to speak from & Home Rule platform, and to aaeooiate

. himself with the Irish Parliamantgiz_gggggégq

(TE;:—ﬁowever. vigorously defended his action, and any time
X was present, ag I-was a few times, when the .speech was under
e was
diacusaion. and/the subject of attack,.I noticed that he was very

well able to defend himself and hie action.

Homé Rule then and the Irish Parliamentary Party contimued
to be the dominght poditical influence in the country ,one might
say -,up to the outbréak of the félrat World war., '

If any shake was given to the power and 1nf;uen§q'bt‘the
Irieh ?arliamentarg Party during this pqpiod,,; think I can assert
confidently that this was given to the Parliamentary Party when
‘the Irish Volunteer organisation was establighed at a public
meeting held in the Rotﬁnﬂarginﬁggyb;iq)in November, 1913,

ies
Histortars of the Irish Vblunmeers have been written by

The 0'Rahilly and Bulmer Hobson, so that I neéd not go into the

1 .
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details of that, but I was consulted by John Maeﬂeill about the

_founding or the organieation from the very beginning. I firat

heard of 1t from him at a meeting of the Colsde Gnﬂtha some weeks
before the riret meeting was oalled nt ﬁypn's-nete1, Abbey 8t.,

' Dublin, to discués the formation er'the‘xiieh'vb;yhﬁeer

When MacNeill toldrme_what he hed in view and invited me to
meet e:nmmbep of otherelwhom.he.propoeed to call together to
diacuee the matter; I, at the earliest opportunity went to Tom
Clarke and ‘ddscussed the affair wnh"hm. - I found that Tom Olarke
knew more about what was afoot that, I did. 49£3n223 efident that

the matter had been discussed fully in X.R.B. circles, and that
certain decigions had been taken. Afterwards I learned that

' certain members of the Supreme couneil of thf4éfREB. had come to

the decision 1mmediately ter the

rammun&ttea_at_aanae—byléhe Uleter Ga&ea&ee~2er$y, &nd that an

W

the
effort should be made to organise publioly ﬂ nationaliet element

of the Bouth.including the supporters of the Home Rule Party, into

a milits r isation a t t er ie d ubt but
m ry organ . I do 22;. hiz;,zf E any o

that 1t was the succese of the arme-tanﬂtng-atwbarne that gave the

IdR.B. people this 1dea. that 1s, the 1dee of rorming publioly

" an ermed military organisatien. Later too. I leerned that one

of those who had been moat active in epreading this idea of the
deeirdbiilty of founiing a military organisation to defend Home
Rule was 8ir Roger anement. He had propoeeﬁ this 1dea to
Bulmer Hdbeon who was then a member of the Supreme ceuncil of the
I.R.Bo, and later to Eoin MacNeill, and to the surprise of most
of us who knew MacNeill, he took up this ldes enthusiastically.

. ¥ discussed the whole matter with Clarke, and as I have said, -
found Clarke end the I.R.B. were enthusiastically in favour of
the 1dea. The I.R.B. however, were anxious that the movement
should be supported by, and partiaslly, at any rate, controlled by
people who, in the majority would be regarded as "safdmen™, that is
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persons other’ than those publicly known to be membere or
supporters of tho I.R.B. Of -course the I.R.B. would try to .
make certain that’ ats reliable men from their point of view
would be- 1nc1uded on the Executive committee, but they would
1ike to be careful to give the 1mpreeaion to .the country that
the Volunteer organisation was not founded by, run or controlled
by the I.B.B.. However, a decision waa‘ggggzggqﬁ to encourage
John MacNeill to gOo ahead and fourd the new military organisationl
John uaoNeill 1nvited The 0'Rahilly to assist him. 0'Rahilly
was not a member of the I.R.B, I had, on instruotiona.
approached him a oouple of timee and invited him to joiln, but

he elwaya refused. He was a great friend and admirer of Arthur
Griffitafvand was a supporter of 8inn Fé&in, A few,prominent
supporters of the Parliamentary Party were approached by Mac
Noill{qg; only one St\ﬁhoae name I remember now of that—thabd

who Jjoined the Volunteera and became prominent in the
organisation was Laurenoe J Kettle, Aaat. 01§y Electrical
Engineer, and a brother of Thomas Kottle, M.P..one of the

1eaders ef—the—ieedeaa-of the younger element of the Irish
Parliamentary Party.

Clarke advised me not to consent to be one of the founders

. .- of -the Volunteer organisation. He sald the& would make out a
© 118t of I.R.B. people whom they would have invited to be amongst

the founders of the organisation and to assist MacNeill, but that
for the reaaons I have already suggested, he and the I.R.B. were
anxious not to‘give the new orgeniaation‘I.R.B. or a 8inn Féin

flavour,

Amorgt the I.R.B. men who may be described as founders of
the Irish Volunteer Organisation andi who afterwards were
prominent in its ranke were Sedn MacDermott, Bulmer Hobson, and
I think Plaras Beaslaol. 8o far as I rememberythe majority of
those who were acotually assoclated with the founding of the
Volunteere-were not mombera‘qg or supporters of either Sinn

Féin or the I.R.B.
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' When the Committee that decided to found the Volunteers
called a public meeting formally to bring thé organisation into
existence, the I.R.B. sent 6ut'inetruetieha to—~forward to all
their members in Dublin that every support should be given‘by the

.R.B. men to the new organisation. I think that the call to
Join the Vbl:gﬁzere was warmly eupported by the younger element
amongst the defenders of the Irish Parliamentary Party in Dublin.
I am not so sure if the older pwople received the news with much
enthusiaam, FO;E:E;oee who rnighf. be regarded, 'in a general way,
as supportere of sinn Féiq,.they-were very—enthueiastic for the
new &?gan_eation, and when the night of the meeting aotually )
arrived, great enthuslasm was dieplayed everywhere. Already the
aupportere of James Larkin in Dublin who were mostly membere of
the Iriah Transport and @General Workers Union had rormed their own
military organieation which they called "The Irieh Oitizen Army"
Thousande turned ou gg gdoin the first Q&Lmeeting in aupport

of the Volunteere. ) hundreds of those who would 11ke to have
o4 fusni i 4n the Rotunda Rink :

jeiaed tae meeting/failed to ob@einggeigg;gng

Tt was deoided then to hold rloverflow meeting in the {{all
attached to the f%ink which is now used as the Gate Theatre. I was
sent for by John MaoNeill and inetructed to take charge of that
meeting., I preeided and a number of apeakera who were on the
platrorm in the Rotunda Rink where the main ‘meeting wae hele?ﬁere
sent into me,as soon as they had delivered their speeches, to
deiiver-addreesea to the overrloe meeting.’ p 4 ihink every man at
the overflow meeting before the endceme—had—harded in his name.

membership of the new ergeniaation;'

Qhezgreateat'enthueiaeﬁ imaginable wae displayed that'night.
and the new organisation started off with the most promieing'aigna
of success. Many of thoee who Joined were eupportera of all
political ‘parties qupont&ag the Rational movement. and many who had
never been aesociétiﬂtnith any politieal party or even with the
Gaelic LeagueyL_ It brought in many young men who associated

themselves with politics for the first time in their lives., Many
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of these became very well-known afterwards in the public

life of=Irelénd.

%
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I think this is probably a sultable time to mention the
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rumours that began to circulate about the country. I 1magineﬁ%lf’
about this time 4hat an effort was being made,or at any rate would
be made before ghe Home -Rule Bill passed through the British House
of commons,tO‘elimihate from its scope the #rovince of Ulster. |
At any rate as soon as the Home Rule Bill had been introduced, a
movement was started in the North of Ireland pointing in this
direction, I do not think any serious steps were taken in England
to give consideration to the posalbllity of partitioning Ireland
until after, at least, the second reading of the Home Rule Bill .
had been paesed through the British House of Commons, I cannot
now give dates but much has been written and published on this
subject by—wthers, and the dates when the efforts to secure the -
elémination of Ulster from the Home Rule Bill began are well on

record.

It 1is oerta;h,lhowever, that from the time the Home Rule Bill
was introduced, ce;tain elements in Belfast and other areas in
the North made an effort to work up feeling amongst the Unionists
of the North againg the inclusion of Ulster in the Home Rule Bill,
No doubt many of the Belfast and Northern Ireland people did havé
a fear of what the ogperation of Home Rule in Ireland pight mean
for them, but I believe zggz-t e r‘q'ﬁgizrp_ig the éffort to
keep Home Rule out of Ulster started the movement for purely

party-political purposes,

Carson was a strong adherent of the Conservative Party, and
was foremoat of those who became publiqu associated with partition
afterwarde in the North of Ireland, and they used the fear of
certain people in Ulster as to what might happen if Home Rule became
a fact,as a means of defeating Home Rule, and thus defeating the -
Liberal Government and putting 1t and its party out of power.

I think that one could say with truth that that was the primary
obJect of those who atarted the pro-Partition movement in the

North after the introduction of the Home Rule Bill into the House

of Commons in 1912,
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Of course the leaders of the Conservative or Unionist
Party in England were conaulted by Carson and his close associates
who were directing the anti-Home Rule Movement in Ireland.
The British Unioniata saw 1n this pro-Partition movement in
Ireland a means of, if poasible, defeating Home Rule, but at any

rate of depoaing . the Liberal Party,who were—pesponeible for
the_Hememanl_,ngﬁmant.- The Unioniats in Englend and Ireland
knetkfyat even a projected 1n$roduetlon of Partition in—ireianﬁ'
1nfhome Rule would be hateful to the people of Ireland, and, .of
course, to the Iriah Parliaggﬂtary Party. They hoped .that if
they_sueceededf;n.foroing he Liberal Government to-“consent-to
tha_pnapesed: artition/of—¥relnm,/the-leaders-of-the—Irish
?ariiamenxaryhfarty, that=this would lead to a breach .in the, close
relationa then existing between the Irish Parliamentary Party

‘and the British Liberal Party. .

Negotiations were béing conducted 1n secret between the
:1eadera‘of the British Liberal qugf' jggaigghseaders of the
Irish Parliamentary party for months before any mention of this
Project was alloweﬁ to appqari in the newspapers. Rumours, .
however,.of what was happening behind the scenes did get out from.
time to time, and the 8inn Féin newspaper and the S8inn Féin
organisation used these to the fullest md effect to warn the

people of Ireland as to what might happen.

In the beginning nobody believed that 1t could be boésible
that Ireland could be partitioned, and that two govermmeny could
be set up in this amgll country, but when the people of the 8outh
saw the enthusiasm with whiph the pro-Partition movement was being,
and had been, taken up in the North, doubts began to exist in .
their minds as to what might happen, When the people in the S8outh
and the Hationalis?svin the North saw British leaders of t%%;;
Conservative Party ex-Cabinet Ministegg and—ItIimKeven—ei—6x~

'.‘Pyime—uénéa%or of England coming to the North of Ireland to

preach Partition, and even to advocate the breaking of the laws
in order to defeat Home Rule, they began to be alarmed. griffith
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used all these rumours, and the anti-Home Rule and pro-Partition

statements &f these British spd-TTIBTHattonaliets leaders to the

fullest extent.

For a long time the leaders of the Irish Parliamentary Party.
and their prominent followers throughouththe country denied that
any serious auggea;ions had béen made about leaving the Ulster
oounties out of the Home' Rule Bill,arswot,if 1t should be finally
passed., But these'rumours became 80 persistent,and the activities

of the Unioniaty Party in the North became. so great; and suoh .,

. enthuslasm was displayed,and such euc¢essfu1-monster meetings

held throughout the North that the Nationalists of all shades of
opinion in the South began to think that possib%;bthe Home Rule
Bill m;ght_never be enaoted._anﬁ:ﬁyat,g%.it were, it looked as if
the LibBeral Government would be weak enough to give in to the
clamour of the Unionists that the nine Ulster counties pgould be

cut out of the operation of the Home Rule Act.

All of this movement sbout the partition of Ireland belonge
perhaps to a period two or th}ee years later than that.I have been
dealing with up to the present, but from 1912 on, that is, from -
the time gnggatsh¥-say; of the introduction of the Home Rule Bill
into the British House of Commons, -in one way or another Partition

seemed to become a live issue,

The leaders of the Parliamentary Party(I think,did not take

"1t seriously at first, but they were forced to do so later. Other

elements in the country mhe took serious notice of it and tried to
awaken the great bulk of Nationalist Ireland who were, of course,
supporters of the parllamentary Party. 8inn Péin speakers at their
public pelitddal meetings throughout the country had warned the
public, as did also the I.R.B. element whenever they spoke in
publie, but, of course, the Parlismentary Party always answered
that these statements about the possibilities of Partition being
made by 8inn Péiners , or opponents of the Parliamentary Party,

were merely made for party political purposes. "The Freeman'sa
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Journal” and other newspapers in the country aupporting the |
pParliamentary party maintained at the time that such a thing as
Partition was nomsense and would not get the smallest consideration
£rom Mr John Redmond and his associatejfoliowers of the Parliament-

ary Party. :

There was another branch of the Parliamentary movement whioh

had existed .as a separate political organiaation for a number

. of yeara,ﬁfﬂdi waa what one might call "The o' Brienite" aeotion of
uh the Parliamentary‘lmvemant. William O'Brien and his supportera
had broken away from the Irish Parlismentary Party as a result
of differences of opinion about certain Land Acta. I think the
final break came when John Redmond and John.Dillon, leaders of
the Irish Perliamentary Perty, refused to support the 1903 Land
Act. 'After that william O'Brien and his supporters - ahé were
.not numerous .except in and around the county of Cork a‘were a
source of great trouble to the Irish Parliasmentary leaders.
william O'Brien and his assoclates also objected to the close
alliance that had been formed between the leaders of the Liberal-
party and the Liberal Government and the Irish Parliamentary
Party. O'Brien claimed that the Parliamentary Party should &s,
as Parnell had done in his time, keep 1itself absolutely free

of association or alliance with either of the big politlcal
parties in England. However, the Irish Parliamentary Party
leaders of thia time did not adopt Parnell's policy in that
matter at any rate, and they gave all their support to the
. Liberal mmxmmemt party in ﬁhe General elections of 1905 and 1910.
Oof course, the Parliamentary Party gave this backiné to the
Liberale on the Liberal promise that Home RuleAﬁould be the
major issue in both these elections, and the promise that they
would pess a Home Rule ﬁill within the periocd of the life of

the Parliament that came into existence after the‘Ganefal

Blegtion of 1910,

Williem O'Brien has written a great deal on that pericd,

and of course with a greater knowledge than ever I had as to what
} l
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having an anmed body in . Ireland to defend the Home Rule Aot,hyhich

he and sy many othera‘hpelieved would be passed and would be put

into operation in the course of the next year or so.

‘ ~ 80 many thousands or young men Joined the Vblunteera,,and so
successful were the moetings 1n favour of the new organiaation
that 1t gave a‘ahock to the leadera of the Irish Parliamentary Party,
It 1s true that by the early months of 1914 & couple of hundred '

? thousand men had already Jjoined the Irish Volunteers,. most of them,
of course,being supporters of the Parliamentary Party. The
leaders of the Home Rule Party now decided that they must take
hold of the new organisation. Probably they did not have any
doubt about Eoin Mac N61ll and his loyalty to Home Rule, but they
saw that the ?zgégf,e;ement was strong::;id-tha councils of the new
organisatlion no-ionger in Dublin but elsewhere throushoup the country
and they also saw that leading 8inn Péiners were active and -
promiment all over the country in the new military organisation.
Naturally this gave them furiously to think, They quite probably
visualised the new organisation ousting the United Irish League: -
as the big 5:;:2::21 force in the country, and beinglgzkzzituged

DY —tr e TeaH
as the dominant _political factor £3»such—an~ Bation—-ase-the
A.0H. If that hAppened,nthe Irish Parliamentary Party leaders
oould aee that they would have lost control of the political
qituation in Ireland.

‘They determined, therefore, that they must step in, and
without further delay, take control of the Irish Volunteer movement.

'
il [

13.12.51,
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I was, of course, an active member of the Volunteer

_ L. :
Organisation from the beginning. I hqld no office,

military or otherwise, in the organisation. I was simply

a private member, I Joined the firast Company that was
organised on the North side of Dublin. It was the 'p'
Company of the Pirst Batsalion. It met e}PRYs weekly in’
the beginning in the hall attached to the Gaelic League
Headquarter premiseq, 25 Parnell S8quare. The first few

weeks went mostly in accepfance of recruits and forming

these recruits into sections. Then the elements of

military drill and formations were taught to us, We had a
number of instructors all of them being ex-soldiers of the
British Army, most of them still what were called "Reservists"
being liable to be called up again for service in the

Britieh Army. I think the mame of our first instructor.

w8 McGee - his Christian name I don't remember.

3]

| We had visits a few times from Monteith., - We also had
a rew visits fra@m, and lectures on military drill from a
man named Kerrigan, a broﬁper rof J. M. Kerrigan the " well-
known Abbey actor. I waa,at one of the first meetings of
this Campany, proposed as Captain of the Company but I
refused to let my name go forward as I regarded myeelf as
unritted to be a prominpnt military man. I cannot recall
at the moment who was elected as firat o ptain of ,th

é?%f*ﬁhq{ -

o /e

?gﬂPany 4?42;7‘43’jﬁ/‘kﬁiyui%:i;m::iicf9vﬁi 525119* /:f?f

What happened in the drill hall of the 'B' Company '
_of the First Battalion to which I belonged happened in many
similar drill halls all over the City during that same
period. I Q:: not know how many Companies were formed in
thg North side of the dity but I am sure there were probably
no less than twenty. In all provability there were an

even greater number organised on the South side of the City.
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There was real enthusiasm evident on all sides in
Dublin at this period for the new organisation. Early in
1914 these newly formed companies were. organised into
Baﬂalions. | on Sunday mornings these Battalione were taken
on route marches. I remember going with my Gompany on
route marches into the North County Dublin. We would be
taken on a march of about seven or eight miles - perhaps as
far as Bworde and back again. On another occasion we were

taken from the North side up into the Dublin mountains some

1 e —a-

miles beyond Rathfarnham Later still groups of cyclists
were organised. These oycle groups were,as far as I i
remember, attached to different Ocmpaniee and were used for

scouting and carrying dispatches.

Great activity was evidenggd on all eldes. There was a
new spirit introduced that had{__ not been in evidence to
anything like a similar‘extend.for a great many years,

Young men, and even some older men who had never assoclated

themselves W1th any political party'or movement came into

the vOlunteer organisation in considerable numbere. - X
think 1t could be said that all the young men of the Gaelic
League Joined up. | They would be naturally encouraged to do ;
80 eeeing that some of their principal leaders 1ike Eoin |
MacNé111, Pddraig Pearse, Cathal Brugha, end Eamon Ceannt
'were taking such a leading part in the new organisation. I'!
-tnduced myself a good number cf youpg men frcm the Horth eide
of the City of Dublin who had been aseooiated with the
Parliamentary Party to Join the Volunteers. Some of those;
became amongat the most active supporters of the voluntcer/)
crganisation and morement later on. Bome amongst them

when the split came owing to the insiatence of the Parliam-
‘entary Party in taking control of the National Executive of
the Organisationjinclined to the side opposed to the Redmond
Party, and later when the Volunteers actually divided onfé;’

the subJect of "for or against the Parliamentary Party®;
, X
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some of thoae young men that I have in mind who were former
aupportera of the Parliamentary Party took Bides with the
Anti-Redmond people. o - S

As I have mentioned earlier, the Volunteer Organisation
went aheéd by leaps and‘bounda:gn-évéry part of the country,
‘80 much so that the Parlihﬁentary-?arty,becama.aiarmad.'
.They feared that they might lose control .of the political.
situation.  They declded, therefore, that they should take
over th§ Volunteer Organisation and control it, and see by
this means that the new organisation would do nothing to
-{nterfere with the .control of national political policy in
Ireland that the Irish Parliamentary Party had exercised
for so long. |

I cannot now remember much of the details in connection
% with the negotlations that went on for aome weeks or magpbe
months between the rebreaentativea of the Irish Parliamentary
o, Party and lesders of the Volunteer movement as to. the
Tsithet Lo aetions whereby the Irish Parliamentary Party should take
.control of the new military organisation. Kegotiations 414
g0 on for a oonsiderable time, and I was usually kept
'1nformed on what was happening, mostly by Tom Clarke and'
éometimea by Scan MacDermott who was then one éf.the members

PRy WY 4 ~

of the Eyave%%fﬁ&'committee controlling the Irish Volunteeras.
The leader in the negotiations on the side of the Irish
IVolunteers was,:of gourse, Eoin.ménNéill. He hed as his

advisers and counsellors in this matter Sir Roger caaement,

Bulmer Hobson, .and,I think to a certain extent Colonel

uogﬁgm v’ﬁkmavurfﬂiEglgzzégéfa::jgzgii”déél %ZE::;yéLha ?7/Q{\d

0?44%4&4L HZ, MacNeill, Casement and Hobson

%“g;, di,;%;jgzdﬁf /&% an early stage came to the deciaion that 1t would be
s MA;MV/

AZA%Z /. necessary to agree to the accaptance of a certain number

of representatives of the Irish Parliamentary Party being

co~-opted on the Goferning Body of the Volunteers, Tﬁéy
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expressed this view to theif'bdl;eaguee on the'vbiunteép

Executive, and a nunber of the léaders were greatly disturbed

‘at the ‘thought of permitting any member of the Irish Parliementer

Party to Join the Executive Committee of the Volunteers. I
tﬁink that when thp-npgqyiatipps.f;rpt‘bqgan the Parliamentary
Party would have been satisfied if a céptain number of persons,
to be nomingteg py'ﬁr Jopn.Redﬁonq, woqld_hé accepted as members
of the quunt?er‘E;ecutive. My reqollqctiop;ia that in the
beginning at any ?dtq qumond's Party didlnot,demapd_that‘they
should nominate a mg!ority of the Volunteer National Executive or

even 50 per cent.

In the early stage‘there was ;certainly on the part of the
I.R.B. members or some of the I.R.B. members of the Volunteer
Executive, the étrqngeqt objection to permitting the Redmondite
Party to nﬁmiqgtqranqbody to thelr Exgcutitq, This obJection
delayed the nggptiationat;énd in the meantime hundreds of_ﬁéw
voluqteer companies were being organised stéad;ly eyqryﬁweek
all over the country. Eventually, after the nuggtiations had
continued for & fairly considerable period, the Irish '
Parligmgqtagy Party mage.p_publiclanpouncpment‘say;ngkthat they
had chide§ thgt they must take control of the new organ;sation,
and I think, but I am not sure of this, that at the same time
John Redmond named persons who@)ha proposeq,spould be accepted
as members of;tpq Vblupteep Executivq tp_rppresent him and hias

party.

This action on the part of the Parliamentary Party of
course created a érieis within the Volunteer organisation. The
matter wsas diécusseq everﬁwhaﬁe and naturaily a strong canflict
of opinion was evidenced in every Company, at any rate in the
City of Dublin. 1In I.R.B. circles there was consternation at
the thought that the Irish Volunteer Organisation was now going
to be used by the Irish Eapliaﬁentary Party td vask its own . '
political purposes, - I think it could be said that the I.R.B.
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element was almost unanimous tﬁ'xhxxanntsxunx in oppoaition to
the~acceptance by the National Executive of the Volunteers of
the Redmond nominees. _ At an early atage 1n the discusaions
,I was 1nformed by 10n clarke that Bulmer Hobaon wasg 1nc11ned to
- side with Eoin MaoNeill and Roger Césément 1n their view that
to save the VOIunteer Organiaation the Redmond namineea should

rpebaccppyed,

941.52,
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The accéptance by the majority of the Provisional Committee of
the Volunteers of the nominees of Mr John Redmond as members of
that Committee caused very bitter feelings, especlally amongst the
I.R.B. people throughout the country. The fact that Buler Hobson
and The 0'Rahilly voted in favour of accepting the Redmond
nominees came as a great shock to the Republicans. It was known,
of course, that MacNeill was always, nominally anyhow, a supporter
of the Home Rule Party, but somehow the notion got about that
MacNeill's political thought was considerably influenced by Bulmer

Hobson. It was taken for granted,_the;ffore, that being a member

(el
of the Supreme Council of the I.R.B. he would naturally object to

the Redmond Party taking control of the Volunteer organisation,
However, to the surprise of all the I.R.B. adherents, Bulmer
Hobson took the contrary view. He held that 1; yas necessary to
accede to the demand 'of John Redmond and his party to save the
Volunteer organisation. Casement supportéd him thoroughly and

enthusiaapically in this view,

Some days before the actual vote was taken on this issue by
the Provisional Committee of the Volﬁnteera I met Casement
accldentally in Dawson Street, aqd of course, we stopped to talk,
and our talk was on the subject then uppermost in the minds of
people like ourselvee interested deeply in the national movement -
should the Volunteer Execufive accept John Redmond's demand? We
walked across to St. Stephen's @Qreen, and walked in the Green and
around the Green for close on threé hours discussing this question

in all its bearings.

Casement was strongly of opinion that the Volunteer Organ-
isation would fade out of existence if the Provisional Gommitteé
refused to'agree to Redmond's demand. I held the view - which was
then génerally_held by people with similar views to my own - that =
Redmond and his party intended to take control of the Volunteer
Organisation 8o as to prevent 1t becoming an'efficient military

organisation, and very definitely, I heid, to prevent the
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Volunteers being equipped with arme.'

Tperhape it 18 just as well to state here that I am as L
_rirml; convinced, or.even‘mere'firmly conyinced now, of my view
of. the intentions of Mr Redmond and his party with regard to the
. Volunteer organisation and 1te.fnturehae I was then. Ithink
later events proved that the fears we entertained for the future
- of the Volunteer.organisation as a military foree were well
grounded. . The Redmond party set out, I believe deliberetely, 80
to contfol the Volunteer organisation as to make 1t Juet another
arm of the political orgenieation-then controlled by the Irieh

Parliamentary Party.

One oak imagine the members of the newly constituted
Volunteer Executife; the majority of whom after the Redmond
demands were acceded_tg,would be empporters of John Redmond and
his panty, permitting the volunteers to be armed and to become an
efficient military reree. That would be agalnst all thelr
accepted.opinione-ee exnreeeed by their leaders especially since
John Redmond took control of the Parliamentary Party, and allied
- himaself so -closely: and intimately with the Liberal Papty then | -

in control of . the Government of Great Britein.
S /M _
During the th@ee-houre Thxkt we dieeueeeﬁ thie matter

Casement did ‘not hesitate to edmit that hie eim eventually was
the eemplete freedom of Ireland and 1te separation from Great ‘
Britain. I do not know whether Casement ever %eoi the

| Republican oathe I cannot say now E-remmmber if I ever heard
that Casement wae a member of the I.R.B. I can say, however,
that there was no ehedew of difference ‘between his political
views at thie time and the views of members of the I.R.B. like /
myself. He tried very hard to convince me that his policy at
the moment was best -~ that 1t was neoeeeery'at the moment to
give in to the demand of the Parliamentary Party, and :to-try
with whatever power remained to the Republican element on the

Executive of the Volunteers-to counteract the efforts which he



admitted would be made by the Redmond nominees to control the
the new military organisation, and to prevent it achieving ite
aim. which wae‘ﬁo'become a well-trained, well-dieeiﬁlined,

effective military force.

4@9: I am eure that the views expreeaed by Casement would
mepnan_gt the viewe held by Bulmer Hobson at thia time. These
were cloee friends and they spent mueh time together, and very
freqnently conferred and consulted about the future of the
Volunteef'organiEation. ;lwé separated after the long discussion

each of us holding still firmly by our own views on this subject.

I cannot now remember the date that the important decision
was taken by the Provisional Committee of the Volunteers to
ln::gggin Mr Redmond'e nomineese as members of ths Governing Body.
ro.the‘surpriae of people like myeelf not alone did Bulmer Hobson
anﬁ 81r .Roger caeement vote in favour of acceptiﬂg Redmond's
nominpee,eput a man in whom:we Placed much reliance as a itrue:r
Republican ~ The O'Rahilly.He-also, voted in favour of the
Redmond propocsition, presumably under the influence of John

MacHe;ll whe was a cloae friend of his at that time.

' .The fact that Bulmer Hobson took this attitude favourable to
the Redmend viewpoint was, of course, a great shock to the’
members of th‘e I.IR..B;‘. I cannot say. that Hobson's voting in this
way came as a surprise to. Tom Clarke and Sean nacDefmott.‘but 1 ﬁ
thiﬁktthat Hobson for some weeks before the decision was taken i
had been afguing with these two in favour of adopting that course.
I have a vague recollection of hearing this at the time. - I did
not ae any time speak to Hobson myself on thie eubjectyaeeai—%hie
period, I was never at any time a close or intimate friend of
Bulmer Hdbeon'e though we met fairly freqnently in I.R.B. anﬂ

other similar circles.

One result of this vote of Hobson's was that 1t severed the
intimate friendship and companionship that had exiated for a

‘nmamber of years between Hobson and Tom Clarke and Sean ‘MacDermott.
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.ulwthlhkﬁthqi.;t 18 true to say that the friendship of Clarke

and Hobson was broken from that time onwards. I think 1t is
true also that nﬁt long after this Hobson was called upon to
resign from the Bnbrema'cqunoil of the I.R:B. . I am not now

certain whgther'I heard this at the time or not. There are

two or three people still 1living who could give the whole facts

with regard to this latter statement. They are nenis McCullougt

who was then,and had been for a number of years, Ohairman of the
. ('(/

Supreme Council of the I.R.B., Dr. ucOart?n who was a member of 1

the Supreme Council, and P, 8. oPaegartwganother member.,

The'aocéptande by the Provisional Committee of the

riominees of John Rédmond created an entirely new situation

especially fbr thz I1.R.B. men. The Voluntper organisation was
now controlled by parties with m—m ' ' nationai

outlooks . Redmond's principiq aim was to take the Volunteers

from~umasr the cpntrol of those whom they regarded as their
political opponents. This they started to do 1mmediately they
joined the Executive of the v01nnteera. o

1 was not a member at any time of either the Provisional

' Executive or the reorganised Executive of the Volunteer

organisation. ﬁgwévef,'ﬁhé history of the Volunteer movement

as written by fhb 0'Rahilly, that 18 as far as I can-recqilect

‘1t - it i a loné time now since I read it - giées‘an‘acdount

of how the new members of the Volunteer Executive behaved. I

think it contends definitely that the new body under ;ﬁe control
of the Redmond p'_arty made determined efforts to see that the |
Volunteers all bier the country took no action ‘that ooqld in
any!way be.regarded-aé obatructiné-thd political policy of the

Parliamentary Partj.
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The new control did have the effect of dampening ver}
auccessfully tho enthuaiasm of those who were 1ntereated in
military matters in the Volunteer organiaation. There had been
for aome time a vigorous demand that the Executive of the
Vblunteers should secure arms, and I believe steps-had been taken
by a Bpecially appointed sub-Committee of the Volunteer Executive
to endeavour to secure arms, as mch arma as poeaible for the

Vblunxeer body.

I pesume that one of the first acts of the newly constituted
Executive was to make certain that this policy should be altered.

"It is true, however, that the Redmond party did secure some rifles.

At some period during the history of the Volunteers - I ocannot
remember now at what period - they secured,let us say, some
thousands of Italian rifles which were distridbuted in carefully
selected areas of the Volunteers. The areas Beleoted, of courae,

were vﬁre the Redmond people felt they had the most loyal

'eupporters. Por these Italisn rifles, however, 80 far as my

ammunition
recollection goes, no mertimm was ever obtained and certainly was

not supplied to.those to whom the rifles were given. The r;fles
were for Bhow on public parades, but there was certainly, so far
as the Parliamentary Party was concerned, the deliberate intention

Wﬂff.ﬂ Cp
that they were not. for use in. .any trniy:military sense.

-, | 30.1.52.
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I cannot now:remembé} about what date I learned that a Sub-

.Committee of the Volunteer Executive had been set up to make

arrangements to pfocure arms and ammunition for the Volunteers;
I think it is likely that this Committee was set up some

time before the Redmond nominees joined the Yolunteef-Executiver
It is certain, howéver, that suéh a Committee was in éxiatence
from some time in the Spring of 1914, and I think the Chairman
wae The O'Rahllly. He certainly ias the most active member

of thisvSub-Committee; Who else was on the Sub-Committee

with him I do hot now rémember. I do recollect, however, that
some time in 1915 Michael o' Hanrahan who was, after the

Rising in 1916, tfigd and executed, became an Executive
official of that Bubfcommittee. "He 1t was who knew what

. ’\" ‘ ulf‘-“"-‘-..
.arms and ammunition had been obtained and where gnggg stored,

and he carried out the work of distriébuting the ‘arms secured by
the Sub-Committee.

It was at some time decided by the Sub-Committee that
an effort should be made‘to pﬁrchasé as much military equipment
ag the financial resources of the Volunteer Organisation would
allow them to purchase from the Continent. Enquiries were
made aa‘to the possibility of securing arme in Belgium, France
Germany, and Italy. It was early discodvered that there was
strict contrpl on the export of arms of any kind from France.-
It would éppear that thére was some hope some time of securing
arms in Belgium, because I was asked by Tom Clarke to go to
Belgium to meet certainrpeople whose nameé were mentioned to‘
me as being persons who could purchase arms and help us to -
get them out of Belgium to Ireland. This assignment was

later cancelled,.

In this connection it was at an early stage‘suggested to
the Armament Sub-Committee of the ﬁolunteers that an effort
should be made to organise London and to collect funds there
for the purchase“of arms . Casement took up this auggesti&n

enthusiastically, went to London himself, and interviewed a
~\t\
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number of his Irish friends there, with the result that'a'

’epeciel Committee was set up there. The.late Mrs Alice

Stopford Greene gave the use of her house at Groevenor'

' Place for the meetings of this(arme Oommittee." I do not

recollect ‘now the names of any who were on that Sub-

'committee, though I knew ‘them well at the time, but

probably full information with regard to the activitiee of
thie Committee which eventually provided most of the funde
with which the Howth gunfis were later purchased could be
given by. Mrs Mulcahy, wife of General Richard Mulcehy,

who was a member of the Committee.

This London eub-Committee was most euoceeeful 1n
collecting funds for arms, and I thipk it was at hie own

euggeetion that Darrell Figgie,“who was in close touch with

this committee in London, went to Germany ae the agent of

the Committee to lock for_arme. ‘He secured certain
quantitiee, I do not know exactly now what qguantities of
old-eerman'rifles and suitable ammunition. It was arising
out of the activitiee of this London Committee, actlng of -

. course in close aeeociation with, and under the. direction

(&
of the arms Committee in Dublin, over which The o' Rahilly e
presided, that the arms and the landing of the gune at

"‘v"-"LL’ . i \

Howth was arranged and dilrected,

I was asked to go on the Committee in Dublin to make- .
errengementa for the safe landing of the arms on this side.
i1 do not kﬁow who eventuelly made the cholce of Howth’ae a

landing ﬁlace-- probably it was The O'Rahilly Committee, but

 for the couple of weeks before the date of the landing of
. guns at Howth,(July 26th 191L), arrangements were being

-made, secretly of course, by the Volunteer Executive and by

the I.R.B. Executive to secure the safe landing of the guns

and ammunition, Probably the Redmond nominees on the

National Executive were kept in ignorance of all these

military activities.
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- Phis work: of the procuring and landing of arms.waa,_—

. otabéuree. an adventarerin whichjthe-memberé of thﬁ_;,R,B. and

of.ecurte tgggg:aettve took the deepeast interest. The

I.R.B. became meat active and oalled together a’ number of

- aglize adherents in anﬂ around the City, and formed them 1nto
' 37a body to make certain that if and when these guna were

landed at Howth or elaewhere, they .should be carefully

"'"guarded and diatrﬁbuted to people who would be prepared to
. make,the,beet ueefof.tpem.

. Por the week before the landing of the gune&t Howth

there wag great activity in I.R.B. eirelee.- I remember

. being brought to a cellar 1n a house. in Handwicke'Street.

I think it was the Eeuse in which a .man named Seén Tobin,
one of the Dublin Loeei-ﬂ*eanttza of the I.R.B., lived, In
this oellar a nnmber of men were working shaping out wooden
ba;ﬁ%na from hard timber that had been procured eomewhere.
Me&e/'bav:ons, 1 th:l.nk a couple of hundred or 80 of them,
were made, were to be given to men who would be appointed to
protect the. arme 1and1ng, in case the police attempted to
interfere with the landing. The idea of the-bat#ons-wae
that they would be mestoefrective ‘e saling with the police
who, it was anticiﬁated, would not be armed, It wase thought

aleo that &he batsHns/while in the hande of men capable of

' .uaing them could be an effeotive weapon againat ‘the poliee.

they would not have the effect of frightening the v°1 ?eer

,element who go far iﬁﬁ_had not been traine@zzpr phnqelogically
._tnained«even_to use firq,arma against the forces’ of the Crown.

22
Bane 200 or theneahuuta carerully selected men were provided

with these batfbns two or three days 'before the Sunday on
which the guna were landed at Howth, and they were trained\
how beet to uae them in case of: neceaeity againat the poliée
force who 1t was thought might be called on to puwent theé‘o\
landing of arms . It was foreseen that the military might be

" called out to stop the landing of arms, but the I.R.B. element
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at any rate decided that it would not be wiae at this stage

to suggeet to the-Vblunteer Executive that even a

proportion of the Volunteers should be armed with firearme
to resist the attempt, if eueh were made by the military,
to,prevent the landing of armss;or the confiecatiqn‘of:2§tzl

" arms when landed.

All these arrangements were carefully consi&ered, and

it wee‘defin;tely decided by the I.R.B, element at eny rate

that xhnxpxmpmnni to propose, to defend the 1and1ng of arms
with ﬁéizz;;e at this stage would not meet with the approval

of the Volunteer ecutive. /ﬂcﬂréuész%;a;

A A
fieee matters 1 discueeed in detail several timee with
Tom Clarke and Se&n MacDermott. These two men would not,
-of course, have hesitated to %%he landing of arms
by the use of. f?g:Z;hs,. It is certain too that they
/ﬁavq, Mo fo %7
could ngt*callfhﬂ:the services of a si@ficient.en&-

efficiently trained bodg=g£qhen from the I.R.B. who would

- be prepared to use fireermerin defending -the -landing -ef=—

grmp at Howth or anywhere else against the British police
or military; if ordered to6 do 80, Buf’ at this stage,
Clarke and MacDermott were of opinion that 1t probably
would not be wiee to atep—4he use firearms. They would be

: prepared, and they were prepared to use firearme on the

:.‘.y,.g

police and on th?éz?itiSh military in eaea_eié;er of these
< F L al
latter bodies #ade &n attempt to eea#ggtgie the newly

b

landed -guns.-

There were men; ‘how many I cannot now say, moetly N
membere of the I.R.B. and a few others who were‘z4a4}n the
organieation but were Volunteers, who were armed and who. .
were on duty at Howth on that Sunday morn;ng, and these

men were determined that 1if any attempt were made to

L5

‘-prevent the landing of the arms they themselves would uge -

firearms to protect the guna. Aa it later happily turneda\

N

out, the use of firearms to protect the landing oﬁ=a9me wae



N\:&i.

. | ~_ that week
The. bod.y of men&y selected took 11; 1n turn/to watech

Howth and the eurrounding dietrict to report on any

N 7‘ - : special activit:lee that. they might notice in that vicinity,-
| _Bnd &rema:l on - duty on the Bunﬂay morning that—it~was

[ ‘1“ J - propesed that the arms eheupqzi:’;‘f_‘be landed. A mumber were on
| duty all day on Saturday and others relieved them for dut.v '
as ‘watchers all night on Saturday. .I was one of those
told off for duty as watcher on the Saturday night before
the landing of . the:gune at chth. I went on duty about

7 o elock -en—sm;!&ay evening and continued on duty as-a
wataher—at Howth until 6 o clock on B?t%gdr&gy morning when I

. was relieved. -

55 : .
.2.52. .
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The Oireachtas of the Gaellic League opened that day
in Killarney. .Bome days before I had discussed with Tom
Clarke and Sean MacDermott whether I ehould be at Howth for
the landing of guns or go to the Qireachtas. Clarke and
MacDernmott weré insistent tﬁat my place was &t the Oireachtas.
They_héd, they said, plenty of men who could look after the
safe landing of the arms, but as a member of the Coisde GnStha
and a delegate to the Ard Fheis, they contended it was my
duty to be in Killarney.

I left Howth, therefore, early on Sunday morning and took
the apecial'train to Killarney from Kingéi:égidge. There were.
of course, & few Egﬁides myself on that train who were aware

of the proposed gun running. Naturally we were very anxious
all day for news of what happened at Howth., Some of our
friends in Killarney got in touch with talegraﬁh officialse at
the Post Office, and assked them to keep in touch ﬁith Dublin
éo that they could secure for us news of what happened. This
was done, glthqugh officlally the Post Office telegiaph
service was closed on Sunday - at least in Killarney. I am
not now sure ag to the exact time that word reached us of the
exclting events that took place at Howth and in Dublin city
that afterncon. I think it must probably have been about

5 o'cio@k, maybe it was 6, that definite news was convéyed to
us from the telegraph officials that thes guns had been safely
landed et Howth, and that they had been distrdbuted to the
assembled volunteers who had marched out from Dublin. We
were also told that the Volunteers had marched towards Duﬁlin
carrying the newly lande@ rifles, and tRry exaggerated accounts
were gilven to us of a supposed battle that book place somewhere

in the region of Clontarf with members of the D.M.P. and R.I.C.
The first news that arrived told us of a fierce battle
or battles that had taken place, and that there were I don't

know how many dead and wounded Volunteers and police as a

‘.‘m
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result of the efforta of the Government authoritiea to seize
the riflee from the VOluntoers. Later, too, we heard of the
arrival of the Britieh military on the scene, and highly . '
coloured pictures were given to us of the firing by the
Bcottieh Borderere Regiment on the people at Bachelore' Walk.

'Needleee to say there was much excitement in Killarney
that evening ae a rcsult‘of the exaggeratea gtories that were
circulated as to the happenings in Dublin. Killarney was full
of Volunteers that day. Arrangements had been made for a big
display to be staged by the Volunteers. A8 ﬁany Companies as
oould be conveniently aeeembled in Killarney were encouraged to
go there to carry out certain manoeuvresy—and finally to bve re-
viewed. I think the name of the reviewing officer was
Talbot Crosble, a Co. Kerry landowner who had joined the
Volunteers and who had been given a superior rankkng as &
military officer of some experienoe. These manoeuvres had
taken place and the review was already over before the
exciting news from Dublin came through. Hundreda, maybe
thousands of Volunteers, however, were s8t1l} in and around
killarney’ and whep'the hair-raising news arrived from Dublin
the excitement amongst thec was intense. of coﬁree the newe
had reached the R.I.C. also, and naturally they were worried
as to what might happea in Killarney with 80 many Volunteers
there.,but luckily thinge passed off qnietly, and beyond the
excitement and vigorous expression by the Volunteers of
criticism of the police for their suppoeeo activities at Kowth
on that day, nothing untoward happened. | |

I had to remain in Killarney for the meeting of ‘the Ard :

F 8 of the Gaelic League. - I bac blin on

s i R e G
Thupsday evening o rfggk reported to fom -
Clarke., The first Jjob I was given to tackle when I returned

was to arrange for the funeral of a man named Pidgeon who was

one c? those who had been shot by the British Military at

)



135.

‘Bachelors' Walk, - -He was not shot. dead, but died of his
wounda some days afterwards in hoepital. I remember_vieiting
hia hcme which was’ cloee to 8t. Patrick'e cathedral. His
wife kept a emall ehop 1 remeﬂber, but I think he hinaelr

was a printer by trade. I cannot now think of the name of .
the Street but 1t was within a few yarde of Kevin Street
police barracke. I arranged for the funeral, and as far as

I recollect the I.R.B. paid the funeral expennes. we invited
a nnﬂber of City'bande to attend which they did, and we made
as much of a public demonstration of the funeral as we

thought appropriate at the time.,

The next task that:was given to me was to take charge
of another landing of arms which wae to take place on the |
“Saturday after the Howth gun running.

This reminﬂe me that X should have mentioned earlier
that beeiaea'the arrangementa rer‘the landing of the guns at
'Howth, it was intended that a aecond landing ehould take
IR Lt Ly e
place, et the ‘coast .of Wicklow near Kilccolq%' The yackt
which was owned and manned by'ur Erskine Ohilders, his wife
end nies Mary Bpring Rice, wea not big enough to carry eafely
all the arms - and. ammunition that had been purchased, 80

' Conor O'Brien, a brother of Dermctt 0'Brien, President.
of the Royal thernian Acadcmy, who was a most experienced

yachteman. ‘was called on for aseistance. Oonor o'Brien

most willingly gave his help. -

' . I remember that about mid-day on Saturday the 25th
A@f&l’a telegram wag received - by whom I do not remeMber,
_but pranbly by Bulmer Hobson or ecmebody acting for him

becauee it would not be aafe to have telegrama coming

direct to Hdbeon, and certainly not to Clarke nor nacDermott.

Anwhow a telegram was received from Wales. 1 do not know
where exactly in Wales. It conqeyed the information from

Conor O'Brien that his yacht could not cross that day.

ay



‘a

136.

Weather conditions,I think the telegram said,were not suitable
and that the proposed landing at Kilcooq? should be postponed.,

- .Arrangements had been madey-and men had been selected to
£
receive the arms at Kilcoolg for the “landing on the night of
the 25th July, and certainBs men had been told of f for duty

at Kilcooléw I was one of those told off for duty there,—but:
Q’m{,

I’was~a9t~in#armed_oﬂ—xhe_ahangewin—%he~0peration. I was told

that Bulmer Hobson and Sean Pitzgibbon had been instructed to

make all the arrangements.,

I remember that among the arrangements that were made
was the chartering of a charabano from Messrs Thompson,
Carriers, of Brunswick% Street. . This charabanc was to leave
Bbunswickﬁ Stpreet on the Saturday afternoon with a number of
men and a number of girle aboard as 1f they were going on a
picnic. I do.not remember now who thé men were who were to
travel on the chgrdbanc. I do remember guite clearly, however,

that about thirty to forty men and women were ordered to take

part in this so-called picnioc. They were to.go to somewhere

in Co. Wicklow, and eventually the charabanc was to be used

for the transport of the arms and emmanition. Some of the

men mémbers, and certainly‘all'the'womcn who were invited

for this picnic, would later in the'ev;ning have been sent home
by‘train. That wasfas 1 recollect/part of the arrangemenﬁthat

L
was made then for the 1and1ng at Kilcoolt‘

I distinetly remembar discuseing the news contained in the
telegram,:with Tom Clarke and BeQEQMacDermott in Clarke's shop
1p Parnell Street, ' i:uzﬁfrdeoided.then that the landing at
Kilcool‘?&h&t night ahould be called off,. and that thm efforts
should be made to keep in touch with Conor O'Brien,-and that he
should be 1nstructed to bring his yacht with its military
contents to Kilcoolg on the following Saturday night. 1 was

asked to go to Thompsons in Bruhswick% Street to countermand

the charabane, which I did. Some déys later, I waa AnA~--= «
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Clarke and MacDermott to take charge of the Kilcoole operation
on the following Saturday night. . I left Dublin by train for -
Kilcooly that Saturday evening about 7 o clock. 1 had three or
four well-known I.R.B. men with me, I caMnow remember 37(‘/;%
two of thelir nnmea, Ae was Tom Byrna, afterwards chief Uad‘her
in D&:ll E:l.reann,' another was a very ad friemd of mine named
Diarmuid o' Leary who waa ‘Nanaging Director of H0pk1ns & Hopkins
Jewellers, o'connell Street. 1 'think a third was a man named .
%o callaghan, wall—known in VOlunteerra I.R .B. and Gaelic

Leaw - -
We travelled to Greystones by train, and walked from

Greyatones to hilcoolﬁ

.When we arrived at Kilcoole wé found many others assembled
thers including Cathal Brugha, Bulmer Hobson, Sedn Fitzgibbon,
Liam Hellows and his brother SriamSeinoy .

£ : . ,
m—mhe question of transport had been-

considered and discussed, and it was decided that we should
hire the largest lorry that 'J.‘hcmpaoﬂ’s could give us, This was
done, and we ordered Thompsond to have his lorry in the vioinity
of Kilcoole Rallway Station at about 11 o'clock on that
S8aturday nigh't. We had already arranged with Conor O'Brien
that he should arrive not earlier than 11 o'clock on the
Saturday night. outside K:I.looole. ‘/W a ‘V’“"‘" M“"’“’?‘"
M‘-‘/ é)“—“—ﬁi /1’);.-’

I had hea mer o} Brien'a yacht could not come into
the beach ami A.t.here was no habour or Jetty at Kilcoole. A~
Q. lrtne— : -

&maner‘&_gg was to be secured to carry the guns and ammunition
from &'Brien's gacht to the shore. X Phr this'purpose aomebody
had got in touch with Sir [Momas Myled, #e well-known Dublin

. . whigh .
surgeon, who had a boag L would be jsultable for such
operations. Myles ed to give the use of his

Poat-for the purpose. IWW%&&LD&Q}&"-E&
pommittee : | o
member s parhaps—nﬁmerﬁob.senror*ht&-f-ﬂanﬁ
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' most \vague.

138.
Beb Fitzgibb n that mn;L this arr;;hement. \ir Bur
kns of it atithe ‘time but my recollgction of 1t /now .

It should be mentioned too that .the Fiamma were asked to

take an important part in.thils operation. About one

 hundred of the Fianna were mobilised, and under the charge of

Mellows were given the Jjob of scouting the Kilcoole area,

They were to watch all the crossroads within a radius of
four or five miléa;,qnd to give us warning of the approach
of the poiice in case any police did haﬁpen to be in the
neighbourhood 1mhedfately before or during the operation. 1I

remember visiting a number of the posts held by the FPianna

" boye during the hour or two we had to spare be 2 re the

guns actually were due to arrive. I remember_Mbeing struck

'by,the alertness and the efficiency o? thesé young lads, and

rémarkiné”to my colleasgues how well these young feilows

carried out their important duties.

The sigials that had been.agreed upon between Conor
0'Brien and those in chﬁréequ the landing were received
about 11.30 £=think on that Saturday nightg—end immediately

preparations for the reception of the arms were made.

I ehould eay that in addition to the Fianna who had been

'to0ld to do certain scouting duties, I had told off a number

of men for duty at various posts in and around the Kilcoole

. rallway station. We had determined that no visitors

should be allowed within the area we had marked for an hour
or 8o before the time fixed for the landing sf to take

place, I do not now remember exsctly the number of men I

‘ had af‘my disposal, but I am sure it must have been about

fifty,zmpst of whom arri#ed at Kilcoole by bicycle, all of
wkom_wWere Dublin Volunteers or I.R.B. ﬁen.
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I remember well that I put the Railway Btgtion'buildinglgf‘
which 18 only a very small affair, in the charge of a man named

© e Pl
: = 0'Callaghan whose name I have.already mentioned, and he had two

men to assist him.  They were to @ee that nobody entered the

" railway station during the course of our operation$.

Some time before the yacht carrying the guns was actually
signalled word was brought to mé-down on the strand that two
R. I.c. men vefe Approaching the railway station. They had been
observed by the Pianna who were on duty in that eregt,and the
Fianna decided to let the two police who were patrclling the
area pass on,;anﬁ they sent two cyclists by another road to.
give us warning of ‘their approach. The pdice entered the
raliway stationy,-and there they were disarmed and held up by my
friend 0'Callaghan who immediately feportad the matter to ne,
I told him to put men in charge of them,-and to keep them locked
up in the railway atation until our buainssa was finiahed.

During the height of the work of landing the guns somebody
brought me word that the two R.I.C. men had escaped and could noE\
be found. It appears that in the excitement of the landing of

) the guns my friend 0'Callaghan and his two guards left their

posts and camé down to the strand to help us to carry the guns
ashore. 0'Callaghan explained to me afterwards that before he
left he had seen to it that the railway Btatibﬁ room where the
two R.I.O. men were had been properly locked. However, the two
R.I.C. men escaped and tried to take a short cut through a bog

to get back to their headqnarters to report what they had aeen.

I had to detail about twenty men to emcircle the whole area \

i
[}

where we thought that they had gones-and eventually we found the

police in the bog - luckily stuck in the bog and unable to get
and '\4
out - and they were brought back/safely locked up with six men

this time to guard them.

Vhen we had finished our work I told three or four men who
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| A"had bicycles t.o remain guarding the R.I.C. men fox- an hour or

maybe two houra (I forget which) after we left, and then to let

'them off and themaelvea to cycle baek to Dublin. | } .

Bir Thomas Mylesrﬁ’yacht carrying the guns arrived aafely

,and with the aid of the smaller 1oca1 boats we unloaded the guns

and ammunition. I cannot now remember how many guna we had

"but 1 think 1t was probably about 60Q,-and in addition we had .a
“'good many boxes’ of ammunition. - The guns themselves were very
'heavx,;and the ammunition for ‘the guns vas proporiidnately ‘heavy.,
"I think the gun bullet was about, 43M long and about £ 3" pound.
' When the work of landing a1l the - guns hed been accomplished we
.unpacked host of them so as to make it easier to hanﬂle them for
'aiatrﬂaumon when we landed.in Dublin. They were packed in
. Btraw 1n bundlea of I think five or Bix,=ﬂnd we undia tnem from
"‘the atraw and carried them to the waliting lorry. i Thia operation

-took us some hours.;’ I think we did not leave the strand or the

‘vicinity of the rallway station until about 5 o’clook in the

morning.

We had two or maybe threa nxﬂi motor-cycliats one of whom

went ahead of us and one scouted the roads behindg. I Qannpt_

' now remenber their names. Our destination was 8t. Enda's "

School where it hgd been arranged that a number of motbr-cara” E

‘would be éasembied;:and the guns would be distrabuted to those

who were to take them to certain addreases which had already
been agreed upon. ‘A numher of the motor-cara were owned and
driven by well-known professional men mostly a# Dublinﬁ;doctors,
soliclitors, architecta and some buainessmen. I can only

remembér two of their namee,anﬂ-the first was Dr. M. 8. Walsh,

‘a well-known medical officer who lived at North Frederick St.
_ Dublin. Helwaaia-Waiah of Kilﬁallock, Co. L;mérick; vefy ieil-
'knowﬂ'paoﬁle in that area. A brother of his who was a»médical

student was in my séction of tﬁe I.R.B., he was Dr., Stephen .
Barry walsh who, though an I.R.B. man, Joined the British army. .

in 1915. He was then Assistant Medical Officer of Health in.
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: Gardiffa;and Bome. months afterwarde he was wan to piecee 1n
‘ Franoe in the war. I think the eeoond was a Dublin eolicitor
named John shiel pho ie,e;ill alive and‘well-known profeseionall'

in Dublin;'f C - | ?E

we got our’ 1oad awvay from Kilcoole aafely. The whole 1oad

'wee put on to the lerry, but ee afterwards appeared the load was

. too muéh for the lorry and we . trevelled very slowly. I eat_on

the top or the 1orry and nad five or 8ix others with me. all

'ermed with revolvers, and our inetructione were not to. let the .

i

gune or ammunition be- seized by the poliee at any coet. .

When-we‘reaehed-Little;Bray Just at the epot where there

‘are X think nihe.or-ten cottages on the side of the raedcqéiheee
' cottagee have high steps leading up'to'them and are on the left-
: hanﬁ eide ae one cemee from Kilmacanogue 1nto Little Bray --Juet

at that epot where there is a bend in the road, the back axaa
hroke and we were lert with our load on the road about 6.30 in

the morning. we were ina quanﬂ?y We did not have eneugh men

to unload the 1orry 1f we unloaded it 1tsel£,what could we

4 do? In this fix the. driver of the lorrymgho had been employed
- on the Dnblin South Eastern Railway,;gnd who had at one time

lived in thie vicinity, suggested that as he knew ons or two of
the oceu,pante of the ootages I have Juet. referred t.o, mx he
should knock them- up and ask them to store the guns and

4

ammunition in their back-yards until we could make arrangements

~ .for their'dietribution. ~To this suggestion some of the

families in the houeee agreed and at once we etarted to unload
e i v
and put the guns 1nto the back-yards,and in the operation we \f

. were to our relief enthueiaatioally aeeieted by some of the men

from thoee cottagee who were knooked/out of their beds at thie k
A

early hour. Some of the women too took a hand in carrying the \
guns and etoring them in their baek-yarde. - . S t

_ In the meantime I had diepatohed two of our motor cycle
eacort with all epeed to St. Enda's (Pearae's 8chool) to summon

the motorists who were aeeembled there to come to Ldttle Bray.
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1 am glad to say that within ‘an hour the métorists were '

;'speedily arriving at Little Bray, and we atarted at once to.

take’ the guns and ammunition from the baok-yards of the -
cottages and load them into the motor-cars. ‘The job though
a heavy one was qnickly completeqzzgnd we had the whole place

' cleareqﬂ;gnﬂ the motor-cars dé;zifched ‘without anybody
grriving on the soehe., 1 wa34§old that about.an hour or Bo
‘after the last of us had left the scene at Little Bray, |

"patrol of R.1.C. arrived on the soene, saw the broken-down

lorry and. the atraw that remained in and around the neighbour-

;hooq,ﬁand at once started making enquiriea. They eoon
,.lqarged, of course, what had happened and in the mea@iime

the RiI.G.'men‘from K;lcooie had made reports, with the result

 that efter & couplé of hours the coastline at Kilcoole and the
"'roads from there to Bray were actively patrolled by a number
of R.JI.C. mengggnd some of their highest foicials made

enquiriea as to what had happenﬂd and where the guns had been
taken to.

Afférﬁards i?learﬁeﬂ from my friend Charles Thompéon,
the owrier of the lorry.of Gt. Brunswick Street, that he had
been'éubjected-to'aeiious crosg-sxamination by the police
about the persona who had hired his lorryr—and &8 to the
eontents of the load. ’ The police tried to fix certain
responsibility on Thompson, but he wasn auccessful in rapudiattg
any responsibility. He was able to tell them a good reason

'for the hiring of his 1lorry,-snd he probably told them shat he
was not in the conridence of those who had used the lorry.

’ Anyhow the‘load of guns wae aafely delivered and

- distributed in Favicup places in and around Dublin city, North

and Scuth.,. I myself took twelve guns and two cases of
emmnition home to my mother's house which was then at'8,
pelwedere Ave., N.O.Rd. 'The gdns and‘amﬁﬂnition were kept
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'tixéx_-é for a few dayennt:ll 1n_atz;uotiona were given as to fhe :
. persénﬂl to whom they. iv’e're -to be delivered. " I ﬁas allowed to ’
_keep one for myaelf.,_-,,_-_and my brother Miohael was also given
. .another,,and we were g:l.ven also, of courae, a certain quantity
- of ammu.nit.ion. “I'do not. remember now how much, probably 100
' rounda for each gun
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