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STATFMERT BY S%AN FAVRELLY,

“curlogstewn, Trim, County HMeath.

Part II,

Tn a very short time after the surrender of Raster Wesk,
followad by the exam;t.iona and deportations, a great change was
noticeable in the Trish people. Locally the country lads who

heretofore wassed us with a sneer, were now inclined to discuss the

future of our country with us, Ue did not take matters lying

down but kept together &s a unit. For the three years before Faster
Week, my old howe in “arnaross had been used as the Headquarters of
the local Yolunteers and was referred to by the R.I1.C. and Hibernians

as "TLiberty Hall". Ve now thought. it advisable to have a new

Haadquarters as wa thought 1% would not be _fair to those who might now
he preparad.to join us or the 5inn Péin movement, to ask them to meet
lat "Tiherty Hall" with its reputation among our enemiesc as a
communiat cell, so we rented a house in the villase from Ned Farrelly.
Tt became a meetine place for the local Volunteers and the Sinn Féin

¢lub,

Py the end of 1916, we had started Irish step and fisure dancing

clesses in the Wational? School as well as classes in the Trish languare,

e engared fack Mardis as our Teacher, The clasees ware held in the

eveninms and attracted the youth of the parish. ‘Simdlar classes had

been hald before in the '_t:a;."lsh in Brian O'Higgin's young days and many
c?!‘ the boys had a fair knowledge of the faelic Language, with the

result that we ware ahle in a short tims to organise Mmelic classas in




au!"'r'cunr_iine' parishaé.' Tt was under the cover of tﬁose classao

that sections of the Volunteers were firat atarted in every parish
adioining "arnaross. T canmot recall where some of the Volunteers
were sent, hut T was sent to Mahera and Mullagh. In those two places
T discovered they could . teach me both the (golic dancing and Gaelic
Tanmage. T did, hc;vaver, te.ach the new recruits to the Volunteers
in each place how to 'Pdrui fours', As thero were va.ry fovr bicycles
1n those days, T had to travel to ho*h places on foot: for that

- reason I pre!‘en-ed lﬁnlla:zh which was nearer houa. In Huliagh the
c]aases wora held in the tailor Reilly's loft. At each dance we had
a crowded loft and alﬂtrong Corﬁbany of Volunteers. Dan Lynch of
Fewcastle attended aach night with his bagpipes, so we had good loud
music. Vhen the dance was over, he took complete charga of the
faelie Lgnmage ¢lass. - Thev are erecting momuments t.odny to patriots,
but T don't believe there was ever a more sincere patriot, a Mﬁer
worl-cer or a better "ael than poor NDan. OCod rest him! Ho passed away

without one word of ép‘preciat.ion.‘

Tt was hard on the Mullaph people to lock with favour on our
movement. Tt must have been the most pro-British téwn in Ireland.
Mp, T. P. PcKenna was then the leading light of the place. In his
prg-ﬁritia'h spirit of the time he was assoclated with a committee set
up for the yurpose of "Holping plucky little Belgium®", Ho got over
o mumber of refugees from there and housed them 1n a villa in Mallagh.
qnortﬂ maetings and rapattas were run to make money for t.hem. I
me'ntio'n thore t.himzs to show the former epirit of a town that was now

becoming one or the most Republican towns in the County Cavan.

By early 1917, we had the mucleus of & little Company of Volunteers

formed in every town and villape arcund Carnaross, Then came the
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reneral, release from Frongoch and elsewhere. I won't atztempt to
describe the jubilation exhibited in everv quartor of t.he: country
egs the gi:riaunem returned wnder the leadership of their sénior
Wﬂb‘ivir;lz off‘cer, Ramon de Valera., Up to this ho was not much in
the 1imslight. T don't remember having heard his nams previocusly,
but, ‘now that he led our priscners home, he s hailed and accepted as
our naw '_laader. By then Count Plunkett had -won a bye election in
Nounty ﬁoscomm for {rmm Féin. This victory was follo\wéd by the
eleetion of Profesgor MeMuimness in Comty Longford 4n t.he wmonth of
May at a.nother bye election. This victory for Sinn Péi.n 1n the
nolit-ical arana was a good f1lip to our cauvse and 1t made 1ukewam
Iria?mempause t.o consider thelr poait.:lon 4in regard to t.hair duty to
their cmlmt.rv.

'nmlfirst anniversary of F.aster ¥Week had ccma, 80 Wa or the
f‘arnamas Company decirded to telebrate the ovant with a vié:row march.,
Arram-emanta were made with the Parish Priest, Father Farrell to have
a snecinl Mags ofrerud for our dead leaders, We paraded at "Liberty
Hall", and led by t.he Nrumbaragh bagpipes with Sean Dard:ls in dlts
carrving f.he trcolour, proceaded to the Church. Ve had not procesdod
very. far uhen ve mot 8ix of the loeal R.I.C. who tried to break up our
march. "’e were ordered by cur Chairman, Phil Tevlin, to form tuo
lihes on each eida or the band to proteet the bandsman. After a
considerable amount. of jJostling with the police they pave up the
attempt to break up the march. Yo reo-formed and contimied to cur
reaemd plnce in the Church. Turins the molee a rumber o:f ‘c:lvlliéms
came on the scene, whether to "aightsan“ or to take action I do not
mow, ¢ is .evident, however, that their arrival in such numbera
helped thel volice to decide that diacretion was the batter part of

valm.ll‘ -
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T was gettina on in the world now dnd was the owner of a

bi_cycle,’ vurchased from Yonlfe & Woulfe's of John Street,: Kells,

. ! . . . : .
for the exorbitant sum of theee half-croms, I remember all this
'chaus'e‘ my very first run was to Dublin to attend the funeral of
e y

Thomas Ashe. - A 200d number of the Tarnaross. Cmn;n!v'atténdeq. Vo

" arrived I‘,h'xat‘ in time for the parade and- after some m{moeiw"r:lng vere

sent. dow'n a back street. The funeral was so large t.hat we had not
rarched one hundred parchea shen we got fhe order t.o halt. By then
the dav was wall spent. .When we got the order to Qisndss, it was 8o
late f.ha;t all we cauld do was to btart the;homewar;l Journsy without
anﬁr rerr?shménts vhatever, T won't forget the .éxperlence.‘. I rodo
the fifty miles to Dublin, paraded all day with my colleagues and rodo
the fifty mles back. T alept most of the way back and 1% was only
when my lamn rattled that T woke with a start: As'we approsched
Kells we lwer.e worn out complet..elv and the smellof apples 'birm:éht us to

a, sudden !:halt. We crossed into a garden and found a great boap of
apnles ungder sore shrav, Tha ovner told.us we could eat ocur f111 but
pocket nene. I am sure that he got a surpr;ae next morning when he
sawW n;e n'umber of cores strewn abqut..‘“ It settled cur hunger for that
day. | |

{

For :tha next few monthe we settled down to routine drilling.
furing thf‘e peribd the Com‘pa.ny officers wore electad. Phil Tevlin
became f‘.n{nain, Pernie Pumme - lst Lieutenant, my i:rother Pn.t. Farrelly -
2nd Idaut.%mant end Brian Naly - uartermaster. Famon de Valera had
heen elec%.ad for Fast Clare Ain the month of July, and 1¥111dam T,

fosgrave !:'or Kilkerny in the month of August.

| | ‘ o
Tn early 1918, we had the outery by the British for conscripticm
|
for Irnland The Trish Parliamentary Party vere not altogether in

favour of tit- and had sense enough to see t.ha.t. such an 1mpoait.:lon would
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not help their party. Of course they were wholeheartedly in
favour of voluntary service and cantinu(_ad theoir recrulting

campalegn with the greatest energy and were responsib-le for gatting
thovsands of voung Irishoen to enlist in the British Army. At

the firet mention of comscription the Irish people cams together as
one man. The clergy come fomvard at once. Their method of-
averting the misfortune was money. Conscription fundo were opened
{n every marish and thousands of pounds were subscribed. Anti-
conseription metingalwere held at every cmssroads.!-. Spogkers from

Twblin such os Darrel Plegsls, Yand fonne MacRride, Countoss Harkievics,

' Sean Milroy and Father 0'Flanagan, together with cur own local

orators, adiressed the meetings. A1l over the County Mesth new
recruits joined the ranks of the Volunteers. In Carmarcss our
strength _wnt. up to sixty. Many of thaéa wvho presented themselves
waﬁt mm& rather than take the vsual Oath., Of course there was no
place in our ermy for perdodic soldlers at the timz and once a man
took the Oath he was ;xpectod to contime unﬁl the fight was over.
At one .anti-conscrip.tion moeting in Bailieboro' addressed by Father
0'Flanacan there were several mndred Volunteers and thousands of
eivilians., Tt was one of the bizéest. .metinga 1 ever saw. ‘Pather
Ot®lanasan was a great apeal_ger and covld address his audience easily

for an hour. -

Now that s0 many of our old friends in the Anclent Order of
Hibernians had turned to us for protection during this psrlod wo
decided to seek the use of their hall for a dance once again. - Trds
tine wo woro eucceésml. AMthough ve gc;t the hall we did not get the
poord will of the old retainers of the A.O.H., but we 'decidod to let

them see that the hall was goins to be oure for the one night anyway.
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A fairly larre flag, the tricolour, was procured which we decided
to hoilst over the buildting. No ladder could be found so I wao

selected to climb on to the roof to do the hoisting. VWhen I got

‘back to earth thires looked a bit rough. - The staurich supporters

of the A.O.H, were inclined to got tough. Our strength was such,

howevar, we knew they could not afford to do 8o. Turing the following

- week T recelved a letter from the A.0.H. Seeretary asking me to attend

a meeting on a certain date to exvlain my hostile action.on the night
of the dance and show cause why I should not be expelled from

. membershin of the club, Wy reply 49 better omitted from this

statement. Y was duly notified that I was expelled from the Soclety

_as from the niel_:t of the dance.

"% We were now marching and drilling in the opsn again and with the
influx of all the new recrnits w re-employed our old drill
Inatructors, Feeney and Tyrrell. Our parade ground was in i’at
Mulvanney's field and the R.I.C. were again taking ﬁp duty to watch
us. On one occasion in the presence of an old R.I.C. man namsd )
formor we had target practice with revolve;-n while he stood close by,
He was one of the R.T.C men who quost.iomd ue aftsr Easter Weax, 1916,

He never came near the parade ground after thie lncident

In June or July of this year we ha& the East Cavan bye election
which proved another success for Sinn Féin, the candidates being
4rthur CMA£PIth for Sinn Féin end J. H. O'Hanlon for the Trich
Pariiaméntary Party. ﬂur.l-ng the _carrfpaign Mr. de Valera addrossed a
very lare meeting in Railieboro’. This was a very inoati.’_le area whero
the Hibel;ininns and members of the Orange order combined to heckle the

sbeakers, but. gll the Volunteers in North Meath, including tho

_Carnaroas Gpmpan_v, ‘had been ordered to protect the s;}ea.kera during thev
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election campairn so the meeting pasged off without 1.ncidentl.

6n their way back from thﬁi meeting my brother Pat- ﬁnd Phil Tevlin
ware held up by tuo policemen- and questioned tor havinp no nghta
op their hievcles. ‘Vhen the nolicemn cams with the summons we
chased hitn with pltchforks, Of course Pat did not appear in Court

but. he was fined half-a-cvotm. our old-house in Clonagrouna was

: subseqnent.ly ralded twice and samstimn t,hrlce weekly to collect t.he

half-crown, but Pat vould not pay it.

Aronnd this tims Berney Reilly, with the help of Hugh Smyth,

'wditor of the Meath Chronicle, Paddy Bourke and Jack Hayes of the

Chronicle Staff, started to organise ancther Volunteor Company in
the pnrieh in oppos:ltion to tha recosn:l.sed Company. About four or
five of our members,. including the two Lynches and tvo Nalyu, joined
the new Company. After & while they started & fife and drum band

and énaaged a man naped Farnen from' Breakey as band-master. They

_ then had a banner painted at a cost of £25. _After a short while

the new Mompany broke up and the Iynchas and Dalys returned to their

old Company.

At the genera) election in _Dacember,1918, 1iam Mellows was the
Sinn ¥éin candidate in County Neath. Fe was :opﬁosed by Docter
cusack for the Trish Parliamentary Party. By then the R.I.C. had
14ttle or no control and the Volunteers everywhere took charge ard
supnortad .and protected the speakers for the Sirn Péin cgndidate.
To judee from the crowds attending each party’'s meetings it would
peem that either of the candidates could win. On polling day we
had a bugy time., Dr. (‘}n;sack's personating agents were intimidated
and had to leave :nlmost every polling bo;':th, leaving us a freo. hand.
I never mut in a busier day. t?r'-rmrt mornine tiil night I voted in

every booth and wound up in a booth at Soringville where I voted in
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! the name of a man named J. H. Nicholson. However it came about,

S4nn Péin had won the Meneral Flectlon and the people wanted an Irish

Remublic and from now on our army would be the army of the Republiec.

' mhyoughout the year 1919 drilling was intensified and in the
month of November the I.R.A. attacked Ballivor and' Dillons Bridge
R.I.C. bar"racks.. .At flal.'l ivor they succoeded in capturing the barracls
Iand a murher of arms and soms annmnition. Within a short perlod of
ahout six months at least twenty police barracks were evacuated in the
founty Meath, Within a week of‘ the evacuation of f‘amaross hnrraclcs

we had it bummed .t'.o the sround, o sooner had the R.I.C. laft the

barracks in Cressakiel than the local Company burned it down alao.. It

luas tha sams story with each of the other evacusted barracks in the

-\countv. To the best of my kmowledge all of this work was carried cut

by the J.R.B. Por years past the I.R.B. (a secret organisation) was in

'axistence ané! controlled and directed tiwe Irish Volunteeors, T was not

|

|8 member but my two brothers Pat and Pnilip were, They held their local

meetings 'at Trumbaragh. At the time we had a white pony which they

: \always yoked to take them there. It became known locally as the Sinn

Péin pony. Nurina the year 1919 and 1920 the Sinn Féin pony was

Lconatantly on the road and after the Jeneral Flection the 1.R.B. meetinga

were held more recularly with the result that the white pory was often

: klaeen on the road which mave rise to a local rumocur that there was going

to be another risinp. TIn the burning of the evacuated barracks
!Philip aopeared to take a leading part, Fe alvays woro a disguise 1n
the shape of a rug twisted around his head while on these jobs. The

hurnine of Moynalty, “ullagh, Fordstown and BalnapgoW barracks followed-

the burning of Crossaldel barracks., ‘There were so many barracks
|

;I':umed that our boys wore quite. efficient at the job. It was found that

retrol by itself was no use, It would just go off in a flama without

|
|

l
|
|
|
|
|
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lighting the material. Paraffin was the stuff to get them going.
Tt was just debbed on the floors, then sprinkled with a little petroel

and very soon after being ignited we were assured of a bémplebe Job.

Our next big job was the collection and ralds for arms in civilian

hAnds. ™dis was 'a go as you plensa’ business and was spread over a

" long period. The idea appears to have been that the guns would not

. be as safe in other hands as in curs. ~Tn any case the big lnndowhera,

T.oy;ilists and Fnionis:'?:s were seen to first. One of the first places
ve. ra:.:lr!ed—ﬁ'.;m the residence of three Protestant girls named Rc;wley who
lived in a bip house knowm as Sylven Park House. They were a great
loynliet fardly. As our boys reached the main door they knocked and
demanded admittance. - The three women within :lmediately.opened fire
from Aifferent nositions and succeeded in baatin;,—z off the raiders.
Sylvan Park House was quite convenient to Balrath big house where there
y'ma a gtrong garrison of enemy soldiers and it was possible that the
shooting could be heard there so it was decided to fetreat, anﬁ try
anothar tims. Philip had taken cover behind a 'cock of hay on the lawn
in front of the buil:!ln‘g a;xd it was with difficulty he succeeded i;:-
:.zetting avay without being riddled with rifle Bullets which were cuiting

the grass around him.

¥e had more success in cur next raid. '!'h:ls_ time it was on the
house of a Mpr, Ar«_:htl!ale. vwho wa® marvied to a Miss Rowley of Sylvan
Park House. He vas a Cantain in the “1s.ter Volunteers and drilled the
franpamen at lourhan, Thera were ten of us told off for this job.
Ve left the parade wronnd and proceeded to the house on bicycles. - On
the way oy hi'éycle pot a puncture So I left it in.a ditch and proceeded

on foot. Tn the darknoss T was not missed and fdupd myself isolated.

Y hen our men sought admittance they were answered by a hail of gunfire

_and 1t was through this bliszard that T dodged my way from t.}_ree to.tree
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to the hall door where all our mon ware huddled underneath the

porch. Tt did not take us long to forca the door. Ue had
npreviously been informed by a maid worldng in the house that the only
lock on the door was @ Yale. Ve were now in the house and at once

- zet about gettine to the parapet from where the fire was directed.
\-H.tlh mms Arawn we pot arcund the firat bend in the stairs. Here

two of our men covered the next bend until another two of our men |
:zbt thera. Tventually we reached the room from whence the' attack
oririnated. Vhat a sieht met our eyes. The old lady with four young
vomen and hoys were bisily sorting ammmnition fro;n a mumber of baxes
with which ?.he-floor wap strewn. They were loading rifles and
handim-r them to Mr. Archdale who was perched on the parapet shooting
_away for all he was worth. As we entersd the room we shouted "Hands
up! " We mulled Mr. Archdale off his i;:arch by the tail of his
nigshtshirt. "1 never saw such surprise and cor;stemat.ion on the faces
. of.tuman beings before. ¥e marched Yr. Archdale from room to room
with his h_nx-rda up untifl we collected every gun and every round of
armunition in the house. We were well rewarded. We got several
rifles and & great quantity of ammnition the property of the
Orangemen.' e also got what ‘T have never seen since or bofore - a
-eneatimr shotgun capable of holdim; e:lmt eartridees at a tima. I
was very fond of the weapon and kept 1?._ carefully dumped in a cock of
hay at Pegat-._h. Tt was gli's_covered by -a. man named Brady who was
steaiing hay one mornine. We reported‘- the m;.ter to the military

and they collacted it. There were one or two similar incidents to
,that of the Wigs Rwlm and ¥r. Archdale, but in the main all shotguns

in the area were handed ovar voluntarﬂy.

Followine cur raids for arms the R.I.c.__.aupporbed by Blaock & Tana,

in tum r&idod_ the howes of all known Volunteers. 'Thejr""ws“e led by a
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Sermeant Brady, who was cne of the R.I.C caught at Astbourne in

1916. Hé had the reputation of being insane since that incident and
had a very evil appearance. This was rthe Sergeant who led the railds
on my old home in Clonagrouna sometimes twice or three times & .".'“k'

™ one occasion when we f-efuaed to open g.h:'/‘:::r after his cry ;'Open
1n‘the name of the Kinel" he retzg'medr to _a‘ lorry on the roaciaide and
broucht back a couple of sledges and iron bars. VWith these they burst
the door open and then swarmed all over the house., Ve were always
careful with ocur arms and keﬂ them carefully dumpad so théy found
nothing, There was another occasion, however, when I wé.s in bed with
flu, when a raid took place, At the time I had 500 rounds of ,303
ammunition in a haversack hanging on the end of the bed. 7 Aftor
searching the rest of the house, the R!I.C., led by Commor - one of the
worst scoundrels of the lot, opened my door and flashed a torch in my
face, He s:a':ld, "Jack, I am very sorry to see you so sick"?., He turned
to the others and said "Go back lads, thefe is no one here only poor
Jack", Similar_raids were made on the homse of the Tevlins, Nunnes

and other I.R.A, men throuchout the whole pericd. One of Sergeant

Rrady's favonrite stunts on Sundays wae to go through thes crowd as they

‘stood outside the Church after Mams. With a long Webley drawn he would

peer into evach man's face with an evil leer,

By summer of 1920, the Republican Taw Courts had been set up and
were kept fairly busy settling 1ittle disputes t.ha1l'. might. crop up from
time to time amone neipghbours. The Fnglish Jaw Courts had almost
ceased to function. The local Volunteers did all the police work for
the Mermblican Courts and were kept very busy. Great precaution had
to be taken least the enemy would f'lnd.out. where they were being held.

Tf such a thing harpened it would have disastrous results, especlally

with so manv civilians present. On one occesion 'arrangementa had been
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made to hold the Court at Pathendrick Hall amd all those interested
were notified about a week previcusly; but on the night of the
sitting a Volunteer wvas posted at the ﬁall to direct everyone to‘
Ypodpoole hall This move wae necessary lest during the wesk £ho '
.enemw, from one sgurce or another, became aware of the venue. The
spuddan change nhort:ened the time at the disposal of a spy to inform
the enemy and les_senéd the chance 61’ a -raid by enemy forces, | On

this particular night, howsver, T was notified for guard duty at
15!11:1'17031:1-h.'-;l.clc: Hall. %then T got there on my bicyéle I ran into a group
of military mvrrml;\ding the l;uild:lng. I was armed with a revolver
and had no 1isht on my bicycle. Tn the darkness I fell into the
arms of a soldier '\dth_a tin hat on his he=ad and a rifle in hie hand,
"Tormy", sald I, ;'tha_t was & near thing, only ycu caught me I would ‘
have wun into the diteh”, He replied. . "You might indeed Paddy,

a 1ttlz lsey woeld be very .nseml i.n t.he_- dark". I agreed with him
'and' spent a- few seconds tryin;.r, to make conversation wit.'h him. I
moved off ;13_ nicely as T eould without fuerther 1ncidentland arrived

in Woodpoole Fall before the proceedings commenced. Ve held the Court
there that mpht, while the military kept guard on the empty hall at

Rathendrick two miles away.

" Tt was arcunt this time that the military began to participate
in the ralda, At firet they were accompanied b;y the local R.I.C.,
but later raided on their own. The ahsence of a railding party on my
o‘.ldl home at. Clonaprouney for a month was considered a fair mspit.e; :
After_jo_m-. such lull we had our first all-military raid. They-st.a_rtad
their eearch just as 1+ got dark. The whole force rushed from room
to room wi-thmt. any semblance of order. As they had only one flash

lamp thev thronmed into each room in a bunch. In one room they found
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a packet of twenty-four candles ani proceeded to light them, but
my mother ‘umped out of bed saying, "Loock at the bleckguards with my
candles”, She grabbed each one of them bafore they realised what

she was doing. After this encounter they cleared out.

In the summer of 1920, pix battalions were formed in County

Meath and a short time later a Brirade Staff was appolnted. OQur

Rattalion became the 5th Rattalien, Meath Prigade. The Companies

commrising the Sth Battalion were Carnaross, Oldcastle, Stonefleld

_and Pallinlouegh. Seams Cogan, Captailn of Stoneriéld,wa.a appointed

nattalion 0/f; Sean Reosh, Tice 0/0; Peter O'Higgins, Adfutant, and
Ramey Harte, "vartermaster. later with the formation of new
fommanies in Pallinacree, ''oylough and Whitegate, the battalien

atrength was .increased,

¥ith the withdrawal of the R.I.C. from the small barracks all
over ths county and the . state of turmoil in lt.he country at the time,
ganps of blackeuards got together here and there all over the county
to loot, rob and work thelr will on the people. One such gang
calline themselves "The Black Hend Canpg" operated in the Rewcastle and
Tferworker areas. It was composed of men from every organisation in

the districts including the A.0.H., Sinn Fein, ex-British soldiers

and even members of the I.R.A. Their aim was to get established on

the land by brutally hunting people from their homes. Composed as
they were, 1t can be seen how dangercus an organisation it was and how
hard it was to track thew down, " When outrages committed by them
were being investlrated by the I.R.A. 1t was quite easy for thelr
touts to pass on é‘hs news an'd. they would make their arrangemente
accordinely. Their activities included the wounding of people with
shotpuna, shodting into houses as woll &g robberias..- In one case

they placed a land-mine in a labouror's coﬁta.gva and blew it to bits,
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My brother Pat and other Y.R.A. men took the matter up. -They
visited the area after the home of a man named Stephen Clarke had
been fired into. Pat interviewed several men reputed to be
conmected with the rane and warned them of the consequences if a
gimilar inpident happened agaln, but the depredation continued.

In another case a farm hand working for s Mr, Rowantree was black-
Jisted by the gang. They called to Rowntrsatse and when they sav a
man leaving a loft with a bucket of ocats they opaned fire with a
shot.eun and seriously wourrled him. It waa‘Hr. Rowntree himself.

Tt would f11]1 parses to recount all the atrocious crimes committed and
all the farms of lani they laid claim to, including the farm of a
Phil Smyth of Sool. Thay boycotted the place and would not  let anyons

entar the laudé.

I'nfortunately a youne fellow named (linton was foollsh enough
to:enter the lands with a pair of horﬁes to plough a fleld. . He had
not wroceeded far when a shot,fired from a concealed position,dropped
one of the boraeg. thile the young fellow stood in diemay another
shot kiliedlthelsecond horse. He started to run for shelter but
before he could reach a ditch he too was shot dead. This ;as o
ahocking tragedy and brought things to a head and the I.R.A. mado en
all-gut drive to get to the bottbm of it, l It fell to the local
faptain in Newcastle - Michael Cahlll - to investiqate the affair,

Ve was unsuccessful. The Battalion Commandant, Tommy O'Reilly and
every man in the Battalion then gét on the job bu; still things were
unsuccessful. - Sean Roylan, Rrigade 0/C., then appointed Pat to take
charge of the 1nvaétiqation. He and Phil Tevlin did trojan work.

Tt was a long, tedious underteking. Mo one in the area would give
inforration énd many of those vho could were, apparently, afraid to

do s6. It was as a result of information supplied by a Tom Tevlin
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and Stephen Clarke {whose house ﬁad heaen fired into) .that we were able
to make a start, TFventually Pat and his men locatéd the gang in
feorze "artland's public house in Railieboro' one day. They were
located in a room off the bar and Pat actually overheard them plotting

t0o drive a man named Patrick Carolan off his farm.

One of the gang, a man lmown as "The Rabbit'"Carolan' saw Pat and
e¢lored the door of the room: he knew he had been detacted and went
on the run there and then and Md not return until the whole affair
was over. He died a few years rago ant that 111-1nfc;rmed journal
"The Meath Chronicle" devoted & vhole solumn in singing his praises as
a preat I.R.A. patriot of Tierworker. Ve now knew their leaders and
a rrent rrmﬁber of the rank and file and had a lot of material to go on

as evidence, Tt was decided that the lesders only would be dealt with.

Sean Ro}lan, Bricade 0/C., procured a lorry and with a number of
the South Meath I.R.A. as a bodymuard, including Joe Lawlor and
Paddy “ooney of Trim, arrived at the Cross of Cormeen, They remained
,in the lorry while we proceeded to round up the gang. .We collected
seven or elght of them the first night, including Bryan Finnegan - an
1.R.4. man. He was the greatest daredevil I ever met. - He had helped
in the: turning of Mullagh barracks sooe weeks before and was caught by
ﬁhe flamae upstalrs and had to leap from a top vindow into the street.
Y'e found him in his little house fully armed with a rifle, He
threatensd to shoot anyone who came near and we knew he was 6apable of
do‘ln'g, so and meant to do what he said. He was captured, howaver,
affér a h.o].e war hored 1ﬁ the back of the houss. Hs struggled
violently tnt Pat managed to pet a chain arcund his body. He then gave
in and ‘.we marched him to the lorry. Ve did not getl all of them that
nisht. Ve could mot Mnd the "Rebbit Carolan” or the ex-British

soldier namsd Gordon who act.ualljr idlled Clinton, A further three of
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the pane were arrested a couple of nights later., All the prisoners
wore taken to Polthowm House which was unoccupled at the time. Here
they were muarded night and day for about a week until belng

transferred to another Company area.

Aftér some time Tordon was arrested in the town of Navan and
taken to the ™mboyne Company a.n,;-ea. whef'e the other priso.ners were then
detained. All were tried by an I.R.A. military Court.. Cordon was
sentenced to death and duly executed. The others were deported from
the ¥orth Yall and "wrogheda. | 'T'P\ney have not been seen in the country
since, ‘“hen all was over the "Rabbi;" whom we could not spdfro
raturmned to the avea. The joh-was carried out so succdas!'u'll;f that”
my hrother Pat was svpointed Commandant 'wﬂh 8 rov:lﬁg commission which
meant that. any job of importexnce to be cArriec.I nut in the Area was

entrinted to him.

Araund this time'a young fellow named Pérrelly stole a bullock
from one of his neighbours, Seams r:ogan, the Battalion O/C., with
a saqead of I.R.A., arrested him ard were taking him to an "Unknowm
destination® to ﬁuait hise .t.rial. Before they reached their
destination they were surprised by a grdup.of M{litary and R.I.C. nen.
They opened fire on our ﬁsn and a .mnnihg fizht ensued 4n which
fommandant Copan was _shc;t. dead. - The .pris.oner was taken to safety
and detained bv the I.R.A. Poor Cogan's body was thrown into a lorry
and taken to Kells R.I.C. bﬁrrac}ré. After the inquest the remains -
were surrendered to his relatives and taken for burial to a new
Rerwhlican plot in the cemetery at Hall'inlough‘. The .mneral from
Felle was of huge diménsions. Theusanis of the Republican Army
marched with the f\mex;al. \'-'1;113 an I..R.A_. ran namsd Bryan Barden of
Mdcastle was ruardine the prisoner Farrelly one day, he was surpribed,

wounried and captured by the R.TI.. while the prisoner escaped.
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folloeinr this incldent Farrelly was willing to do anything he
could for the I.R.A. He never forgave himself for sll the troudble

he tnd caused.

ne day Bernie Durme, now. qur'Compaww Captain, and Phil Tevlin
ware on their m to Kells riding their f:icycles. As a lorry load
of Tans passed thein_ on the road they opened fire and Bernle fell
wounded. He was taken to a neighbour's housc and from there to the
Richmond Hospital, Dublin. His wound was not too serious amd he
vas soon discharged. He was not seen in the country again for many
years. A short time after the wounding of Bl;mie 1 got a very neat
1ittle note by post, purporting to bo-a from the Tans. It in'formd' mo
that T was next on the list for shooting and that I would get it before
1 was muoch older. . T reported the ma.t.tex'- that. evening to our Captain,
Phil Tevlin, while on parada; ﬁe took a sevious view of the matter

and advised me to show the note to the Parish Pr_iést., Father Kelly

who had yeplaced Father Farrell. I protested saying it would do no

good, Howeve!-, I did go to him. ¥hen b showed him the note, he
went intc; a hot rage and called me a blackguard, telling me to go
homé and behave myself and no one would shoot wa, After this I pot
myself well armed and carried two loaded revolvers by day and put thc:m
under my pillow by night.” ™ith the foolishnese of youth I thought
they wers going to keep me safe. 0f course it was possible that if

T wore attacked by the Tans Y might be able to take down one or two

_ of them, but what 1oss would the 1ife of a Tan be to the SBritish Army

of occupation. “hen my b':rother, Father Kleran Farrelly, of the
rassionist Omler, heard of the note, he wrote. to me glving me his
advico and enclos:ing a sacred relic which I was to ca;-ry on my porson.
T ccmsis-iered it a very ﬁnd, holy and thoughtful gest{xre an& after my
encounter with Pather ¥elly, iT folt very c;'msoled. Bowevar, 1 did

not consider myself mood enough to retain the relic, so I returned it

. and contented myself with the two guns.



A1l this time the Military, Tans and R.I.C. continued to
maraud the country-side. Driving along the peaceful country roads,
throngh sheer blackguardism, they shot a horse, cow or sheep
graging in & field as 1t took their famcy. At length an order
came to try and put a stop to their joy-riding. It was an order
to demolish all road bridees in the Battalion area., This was a
very tough job for our boys who did not understand it. It was now
found out, hmve:;, that if the keystone waes loosened and removed,
it vas easy to demolish the remaimier; but the job had to be done
at night and it was not easy to Tind that keystone. Invariably
when the enemy came to a broken bridge they forced the young men
of the neighbourhood to erect a temporary structure to enable them
to crosas. The R.I.C. knew every loyalist in the area so they were
seldom commandeered for the job., After a while the tables were
turned on those gentry. Tt was a bit tough for our men to spend
the night breaking a bridge or trenching a rosd and psrhaps spend
the next day at the voint of a Tan's revolver repairing the bridge
or filling in the trench, so we decided to get the loyaliasts and all
of our neighbours who were opposed to cur methods to do the jJob for
ue. When one or two armed I.R.A. men had rounded them up with their
picks and shovels, they were shoun what to do and how to do it,

T can assyre you there was no slacking on the job. They would ~. .
work 1ike demaons to get the work finished, so as to be back in their
homes before the enemy would arrive. The demolition of the
»ridges was the breaking of Fathor Kelly's heart. One of the first
to be broken was the barrack bridge at Carmarose. He was furious
and remarked to one of his parishioners that it was the Farrelly's

of Clonapgrouney who broke 1t.

Notwithstanding all the guns we gathered we weore 8till

tngutficiently armed. ‘e could not retain the guns we had pathered,
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or captured in a raid as they were usually distributed elsewhare
in the Brizade area for an aﬁt.ack on an enemy patrol or barracks
outside our Battalion area., Following the attack on Ballivog and
ﬂi;llons Bridpe barracks, the next big job brought off in the county
was the capture of Trim R.I.C, barracks in September of 1920,

_ This was a very successful jfob, which resulted in the capture of
all arms and ammmition in the barracks and the subsequent burning
down of the building, At the time there was a strong military
garrigon in Munghaughlin, a Military garrison and Black & Tan
garrison in each of the towns of Favan, Kells, Oldcastle and
Whitewocod, and it was nacessary that every precaution be taken to
prevent reinforcements from those places reaching Trim while the

lob was beinz carried out.

All roads leading from those gerrison towns, as well as roads
leadingz from garrison towns elsevhere, had to be blocked and I.R.A.
squade vlaced on them in preparation for an attack on any
reinforcements likely to come from any quarter. Big trees were
felled acrovs all the roads leading to Trim and ‘where posaible one
was felled from one side apainst another from the opposite side.
Vhile all f.hia vas being done reliable armsd I.R.A. took up ambush
rositions to ruard the men on the work and prevent surprise by enemy
forces. As it turmed out only ons shot had to be fired and that ono
killed the Mstriect Inspector of the R.I.C. in charpge, vhile the
actval raid was taking place on the barracks, There was some
assistance from inside and it appears that the sentry was a bit lax;
but when the boys got past him it was comparatively easy. The job
was carried out with the utmost dispatch.

The cavture of this barracks was such a blow to the enemy that
they carried out reprisals to the fullest extent. They burned down

N
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several houses in the town and rlaced e:xploa-ims.in others and
blew them to bits., Ameng those destroyed were the Lawlor's and
Hireina's who were supnorters of curs. Higeins's was a public-

house, A branch of the Hibernian Bank now occuples the s-ite.

Tt was arownd this time that our Intelligence Staff received
information that a Mr, Radeliff of Hurdlestown was training a squad
of Orangemen in the use of arms at his place in Hurdlestown, and
that his honge was well fortified. It was located in a very dangerous
|;osition near the gnrrlsméd town of Kells, Ve lmew that a rald on
the place would not be easy. After much deliberation it was
arranmed that some of cur men should contact a maid employed at the
house to obtain some information about the layout of the Aifferent
rooms, but nothing came of 1t, so we decided to try a ruse.
Accordingly, on the appointed night when we all had assembled at the
big gate leading to the honse we advanced as near as possible to the
hall door where we halted while one of our men advanced and rang the
beil. He was to explain that a lorry he was driving had run out of

petrol and was to ask for a quantity to take him as far as Kells,

In anawer to the ring, the door was opensd by 'ir. Radcliff
himself, The door was on a chain and before our man had time to
e:;rplain his businees, it was slammed in his face and bolted, With
that. we approached a side window, swashed it and entered. In the
hall ten of cur heftiest man, armed with revolvers, confronted Mr.
Radcliff, and cne of the group explained our business. Mr, Radcliff
vas told we had no desire to upset his house or his people in anyway
and was asked to hand over all arms and ammmition in his possession
at once and we would take cur departure. He replied "Robbersl

Robberai® We went to great ¢roubla explaining to him that we were



no such thing and that we were Y.R.A. on duty. We theon made a

final appeal to him to co-operate and thus save us the trouble of.
upsetting his household. He protested saying that there were no
arms in the homge., Ve told him his refusal to assist only compelled
us to make a search, With that all of our men, except myself, went
‘upstairs in search of the arms, while I stood guard over Mr. Radcliff,
He turned to rejoin his friends in the sitting room. It appeared |
to be full of people. I put my hand gently on his arm, saylng, "I am
sorry Sir, my orlers are to keen you here; you must not leave tho
hall®. He grumbled about the treatment he was receiving and 1
explained that the fault was his own, and that if he would now agres
to hand over the arms I would call ocur men down. He again turned
towards the sitting room saying he felt weak., T agsin restrained him
and called on Mrs, Radeliff to fetch a chair., She hastened to comply,
Yut baefore she arrived with the chair, he féll_ dead into my arms. MNo
sooner had he fallem than all our men came thronging down the stairs,
everyone of them loaded with quns, >They threv them outeide and
rrturned to the hall to see what help they could give. He did everything
wa conld. “e opehed We collar aﬁd the neck of: his shirt and with a
gnoon poured some whiskey down his throat. We then carried him

i outeide and tried artificial respiration, but he was dead and we could
do nothing about 4t, '~ %é' did send for a doctor and clergyman.

The whole affair toock a very comsiderable time.

‘A rood few of our men on the;- jo‘b‘ ware new recrults and possibly
this wns their first operatiqn;' By the ti>» we sent for the Doctor .
tost of them, incinding a few veterans, had cleared off, lsaving all
the puns behind them, Howsver, T picked up three rifles, slung them
over mv shoulder and started the $§® mile journey homo on my bicycle,

Four or ™Mve of the othera who remained also picked up a rifle or
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two and started for homs. I arrived home safely with the three

rifles and my brother Mick a fow minutes latér with another three.

Here we were with six darling rifles with' the dawn just
brealkine and a man lyine dead back in urdlestown. ™e lmew only
too well that we had not long to walit until t.-he Tans would arrive,
Thedir first search was bound to be at cur house, e got two spades
and 8til) carrying our rifles went to a potato field where we dug a
hole between the Arills and buried them deeply in the clay. We took

off our coats and started digrine the pdt.atoea expectineg to hear any

. mimite the enemy lorries approach. . That evening when we had finished

w2 want
Ao Ffeatt for a slesep, Fo house was ever ralded for those arms and

the mattér would have ended quietly,after the regretable incident, but
for the action of a prominent Sinn éiner, namad Tohn Brannan oi’
Kells. MHe was arrasted about this time. VWhen searched some Sinn
Péin literature was found on him, After signinz some undertdkdng

or other for the enemy he wnn released after about seven days. The

following week-end the "Meath Chronicle® published a letter freom him

. stating that the raid on lurdlestown House was mot carried cut by the

I.7,A., but by a band of ruffians without anthority. It can be
imauined how dismayed and apgrieved we were when we read: ' it. He
dled a faw yoars ago and that irresponsible scribe - Mr. Quilty of

the "Yeath Chronicle” devoted two columns of the paper to recording

. him as an unsmneg hero. In the interests ‘of hatorical accuracy 1

wrote A letter to the "Meath Chronicle” contradicting Mr. Tuilty's
commentary as T thourht it regrettable that such a man as Brennan

ghould be deseribed as "An unsung hero".

Tneoma tax and rate collectorn' offices in the battalion area
wore raided in about tho month of Sept.embef, 1920. A1l documents

wers collected, taken away and burded, ‘The vast majority of the
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. . //
fooncillors elected to Yeath County CounelY’ in June ot this year

were elected on the Fint-l Féin tic.ket_ and ] of them were I.R.A.
men. At their M ret meeting they :‘-taﬂmd to acknowledge the
authority of "!ritish Local fioverrmen arlfl p"w!-» -a'—‘%'hﬁlr support for
Trish Tocal navenunent under its mvly‘-‘ﬁointed Mi.nister, Mr. W.T,
Cosprave. F‘ron then on the entire f‘c}mm 1 Hsﬂt on the run and their
meetings wcra he'ld in m-ivate in dif'feranf pla.cea throughout the

nricade avea zmd evenin Mublin Tity.

Then ;{;? haran to pget very !.;'erioua for the T.R.A. a great
many of our earlier voatd-~ 1ma Vol‘unteera, eapecially the officers,
who very often displ. 5d two guns on parade, elunk away into

oblivion and were not heard of again until the Truce was Bigmed.

fmong ‘those were

Several sworn I.R%.8. men also followed
their example, when the order cams to attack R.I.C. and Tan patrols
or R.T.C. barracks. They just disappeared. Their attitude wao
taken very seriously by Paddy ¥ehonnell ,our Battalion 1.0, and ons
of our most active officers. Paddy was a first-class soldier but wat
considered to be a little unbalenced. e held that all of the
Aeserters should be shob. Fe visited some of them in thelr houses
and lectured them for hours with a gun in his haud. During the
conscription period Paddy McNonnell was a student in Maynocth Céllep;a
At the time he tried to organise a Volunteer Company in the College
to fisht conscriptim openly; as he pat it. ' His idea was that here
in the f‘.olloga'uare tundreds of young men of military ape and fitnese
whom the British wanted for their army. He maintained that if the

9ritish Authorities came to collect them like so many birda in a net
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thev should be ready to resist. Fis reasonirg may have been sound
encugh, but the follege Authorfties thought. otherwise and he was

expelled,

The next erisode brought an end to my military activities
for several months. The administration of the local Sir?n Féin
fiourt continued throughout the year and my brother Mick, who was
the Chief Clerk, was kept very busy. This particular night he was
attending the Court as usual - it was the 20th October, 1920, My
mother and Y were the only two in the house, All the work of the
day had been finished and we weve having & quiet read when the
atillness of the countryside was shattered by the roar of lorries,
They avpeared to be about two miles away. “e both dropped our books
and as oulckly as possidle went from room to room and collected all
documents and pavers, including those comnected with the Courts,
wrich might in any way be construed as incriminating and deposited
them outside where they could not be found. e had about twenty
minutes to do the job and we did it thoroughly. Vhen I had deposited
everything safely T returned to the house to assure my mother that
everything was in order and told her that I would not lee.;ve until
after the raid. I never saw my mother as scared over a rald beforej
she admitted she dreaded the Tans and asked me not to leave her.
0? course T complied with her requast. At thio period the daily
napers carried startling and fearful accounts of the atrocities of the
Tans and the treatment they metod out to the parents and families of

I.R%.A. men whose homes they raided.

At this time an Y.R.A, man was only arrested when a charge of
some sort or another cnuld be brought against him, such as the

posgession of arms or seditious documents on his person or in the
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house raided. Tt was not an offence to be a Sinn Péiner and in
the absence of evidence that a man was a member of the I.R.A. be

was not arrestad either, How feelinpg falrly certain that there
were no arms or seditious documents in the house that would warrant
a charpe againat'me, we both took up our books and continued our
rea;iine as if nothing was happening., Put something was happsning.
The thud of marching men on the gravelled drive was heard as 'plain
as heratofore, ‘Then the military cloumands "Halt, reform two lines”,
f’olloyad by "Dpen in the name of the King", Sust as ageravating as
veual. T promptly opened the door full width and locked out to see
not: the Tans we were expecting, but a most formidable force of
military and two or three Sergoan@e of the 1.I1.C. As soon as I
opened ‘t.he door an officer capryirgg the rank of Lieutenant stepped
forward and asked 1f I were John Farrelly. When T replied "Yes",
he told me ha was carrying out a raid an the house and asked me to.
acf:ompany him. He motioned to one of the R.I.C. to accompany us.
We travelled the whole house room after I'OOI;I. They searched
everywhere diligently, but found nothing. Just as the Ifeutenant
was expi-essinp, some remarks about his fallure to find anything, a
burly R.I.C. Serpeant. eptared the sitting room and. threw a copy of
"Hationality” on the table saylng "Look at what we found, Sir; we
v:rusfc. take this man prisoner”. _ The ligutenant turned to me and said
™ell, T belleve Mr, F‘a_x_*raf! ly we mst *ake you with us". '"Nationality”
was a i.ittle weekly paper sold opeply over almost every newsvendor's

connter at the times. T2 exvmunded the Sinn Péin policy.

At the point of twn revolvers in the handas of two R.I.C.
Serpeants _I was taken to the hall door and securely handcuffed to a
little Tommy and then pushed into a waiting lorry, where I took my

stand with about twenty armed soldiers with tin helmeats.



26,

It was a cold frosty night. The lorry was driven to Kells
where T found myself in front of the R.I.C. barracks at the top of .
Fannon Street, T vms taken inside and shoved into one of the
cells, with a sinecle brovn blanket. Noxt morning I got nmy first
meal: as tha puast. of His Vajesty The Eing. Tt consisted of a mg
of tea and snme bread and butter.  After threoe nights in Kells
barracke T was asaln handcuffed and ot &n a lorry and driven to the
Vorkhouse in “vnshaurhlin where T was put in a room with about a dozen
aoldiers awaitine courtrartial. for desertion. On the way to
Tunshaurhlin T vas teaten with the butts of rifles when I tried to
etand wn In the lorry to attract the attention of a meighbour of ours
vhori J saw on the roadside. 1y companions in the Vorkhouse were a
f1l1thy, wotley crowd. Father Farrell, who had some time earlisr been
parish priest in "arnaross, was now P.P. in ‘Dmshaughlif.. then he
heard T was in the VYorkhouse he came to see me, I exélad.ned to him
that T was soing to try and escape. He ndvised me not to do so.

A few days later mv companions told me they were going to try amd
escape and asked me 1f T would come with them. 1 agroed. That
evening who should arrive in to see xe but, xy brother, Father Kieran,
accompanied bv Pather Farrell. I told them of the new move to escape
but they advised me to let the watter drop. /fter 'liphts ocut' that
nirht my companions workes hard until thev pot the lock off a back
deor. “her al) was readw they arproached me and offared me a
foldler'as uniform tnt T decided not to trust tha hlackguards and
refused to go with them saying that there was no charge that could be
roasibly brousht aralnat me and that vhen my courtmartizl would he‘
held Y was boun-.'l to be released. “hen they heard this they shook
hands in turn and went off one at a time into the cold Trosty night.
T 8aid a 3ilent praver for any unfortunate victim they might mset while
at large. T had the room to myself nor and settled down on my straw

bed for the night.



Tn the morning after the revellles a soldier looked in and
seeing only myself enquired where were the others. I renlied
"Therever they are I never want to sce their evil faces agein" -

they were the worst-looking bunch I ever met, especially one with

.cast eves, Within a faw mimutes my room was full of officers and

men enauivine of me whare they had gone or how they got away as if

T ware their latlor. I knew full well that the ruffians, especlally
one with the devil's own appearance, had fully deserved whatever was
coming to them, but nevertheleas they had my sympathy. They were
eone, but 1t was not. .for long., Next morning a lorry pulled up
outside mv door and dlsgorred all of them exceot the onme with the
erooked eves. If ever there was a devil in shoe leather it was

that crooked-eyed vagsbond. Then they got cver their disappointment
they told all they won® through and how 'crooked cyes' had radded

and robhed a little shop on the roadside,

After three weeke in Tunsheuvghlin, T was taken to Mountjoy Jail,
again in handcuffs, under a heavy armed mard. Y was only & few
days there when Kevin Barry was hung. There was complete quietness
there that morrinm: the tramping of the warders became silent, and
we were not diaturbed for brenkfast until after the bell rang
amouncing his death, Ve all joined in sayine one Rosary after
another until we were called for Masa, The gloom that hung over
the place was surprising. After a fortnight I was taken to irbour
1411 barracks for courtmartial. Father Kieran was present. The
fourt wan comnased of three army officers., Of course I refused to
recomisae 3t. Wher T thought they were abomt to pgive a decision I
gaid"T wonld like to ask the Jisutenant who arrested me one question".
411 henda looked up and walted expectantly. At last the President

shouted “/hat 4s the question you are ahout to ask the officer?”

»



"It 1e this", I sald, stroking a fine beard T had gathered

since my arrest, "How do you like my whiskera?" - The stillness
and discipline of the gathering was shattered by Father Kleran's
loud and hearty laush. ‘The President declsred, "Remove the
nrisoner, sentence will be promulgated". VWhen I got back to
¥ount joy everything was as I had left it, except that next day
and for the next few weeks my dinner was delivered to the gate of
Mountioy from a mearby hotel, Soon after Father Kieran paid me a
visit and T told him about the dinners. He could not account for
1t and could only puess that a friend of his, a Mrs. Kel;medy, was

responsible,

About three weeks after my courtmartial, I was taken from my
cell to have my photograph and finperprints taken. When this was
completed T was taken into a circular rocm where my crime and
sentence mra;eoﬁ to me, My sentence was three momths hard labour.
I then got the order, "Right turn, quick march”, I refused to
gtir. The warder wvho gave the order said, "Get a move on, you are
a sentenced prisoner now and you are going to "A" wing for work".

T rovlied, "I am not moing to work". With that he got very angry
and started to shout. Varders cams from every direction and tho
place wap in turmoil). Fundreds of prisoners crowded around the
wire acreens and shouted encouragement to me., After a considerabls
time the head warder cama on the sceme and quietly asked me if I
refused to work., I assured him that I was determined not to do so
and that T would not go to "A"™ wving, T demanded to be treated

as a political prisoner in "D ﬁng. Eventually I got my way.
Aftor spending a few days in "C® wing I was transferred to "D" wing

where all political ppidoners were detained.
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After a fev days I got my whiskers nicely trinmed and looked
like a *renchman. The Cumamm na mBan and relatives weré allowed in
to visit the prieoners, and I wanted to meet them at my best. There
were three visiting boxes or cubicles constructed for the purposo
and T had many a visitor during the period., Outéide the war was
contimiing in all its savagery. After my arrest ths Authorities
1sgued a Proclomation ﬁeclaring the I.R.A. an 1l1legal orgar;iation
and as a result the T.R,A., were being arrested wholesale and
interned without trial. Hountjoy became chock full. My brother,
Philip, was ar!wested about this time and sent to a detention camp
at Collinstorm. One day I had. two lady visitore from Dubling they
wore membors of the Cumarn na mPan. Jos Kermedy of Castlepollard
was serving a sentence in Mountjoy at the sawe time as myself, so I
took him along to moet my visitores. They had heen sent from
Headquarters to ask me to study the special services classes organised
by the p?isomr.e in Mountioy so that I could take command whan
releasied, Put a bigger surprise was to com. A few dayn latef 1
was informed that there was another visitor waiting for me in No. 2
visitor's cubjele, 1T éimmmd that another prisoner - Jehn Keogh
of Rallinlough who was our Battalion 0/C before his arrest - wms also
to moot the visitor in my company. When we got down we were -
surorised to find our visitor was none other than the Brigade 0/C.,

Sedn Boylan.

He was in serious trouble over the state of our a.rea and
briefly told the position and the many things that haﬁ happened
in our Battalion area in particular. He wanted t.o‘ get the area
reorganised and put into shape. John Keogh, boing an internee,

Boylan knew he had no chance of release, 8o he warned me to lose no

8Pbsrtunity to vet free when my term was up and to avold being
Intermed, 1f nogsible. T promised to do my best although I knew
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that would be very little as each morning a lorry was walting
in the yard to take one or two of the prisomers to Ballykinlar

internmont camp immedietely their sentence was served.

At last the day of my release arrived and I was all excitement,
T kdcked the door of my cell and the Varder came along. In the
early stapes T had soms trouble with this warder as a result of which
T threatened to report him to the GCovernor. He pleaded with me not
to do 8o and promised me that if 1t lay in his power he would try
and do me a good turn. This morning I told him I was tired of the
place and was rzoing home, "For flod's sake", says he "do you lmow
there 18 2 lorry 1in the yard walting to take you to Ballykinlar".
T asked him what T could do about it. He reminded me of his
promise to 4o me a good turn and sald he was going to try and fulfil
1t now, He asked ma to remain very quiet and to be ready to go
_the minute he called for me. Of course I agreed. He opened the
door of Joe Kermedy's cell. I went in and sat c;n his plank
chatting to Joe until I pot the call. He came back at last and
called on me to make haste. On the way he told me that 1f I were
lucky T had a pood chance, that there was no lorry there at the
moment and the one that had been there had left., He ushered me
into the office for my discharpe. The official in the office handed
me the few copmers found on me on arrival and was abont to hand
my wages for the three months hard labour - it amounted to ahbout
four and sevenvence - when the warder intervened and sald, |
""arrelly refused to work”., I covld have ld.ckeq him. T was

marched to the pate and released.

T was free at last., MWy old friends of the Cumarm na mBan
were ontside to take charge of me with my big strong boots, darling

whiskers and roughly tied bundle under my arm. They ushered ms
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across the street to -!..J. Walshe's shop vhere I was received with
open aras &8 1f I were a hero. Father Kieran Joined us later and
ioine? in the celebrations. After having my photo taken I eallad
on a Mrs, Johnson of 56, Blesaington Street, to thank her for all
the mood things she sent into me while inside. I next had a shave
and svent some time in the city sight Beeing. Next day I bought

a couple of dozen stout and took them into my old comrades inside.
T had some difficulty in pgetting in this time but sventually
svcceeded. After three days in the city I took the train for home.
My mother was there aml gave me a hearty \lalcoﬁa and advised me to
clear out as soon as T had some refreshments. She told me she had had

five raids in the previous three days.

Paxt day I mowved about uw home in a wide cir;:le. In the
evening a dispatch arrived for ma, T was ordered to be in Ballinlough
that nipht at a given time. Vhen I got to the appointed place a
yvoung man bade me goodnight and told me he was to be my gulde, and
aoked me to follow him. Off we went up John Keogh's averme around
the houvee and down into the fielde where I saw a‘ lone man standing
under a lone bush. He was my Bripade cmandn;:t, Sedn Boylan. He
spnke curtly to me amd sald, "You came”. He asked me how far I was
prevared to go with the fight. I answered him thoughtfully and
gincerely saying "All the way" or words to that effect. He asked
me would T join the I.R.B. T confessed I did not lnow much about
it.. He told me I would have to ;.alre an oatﬁ, would havel to obey
orders and be a good soldler general ly I agreed to those terms and
there and then under that lone bush I ewore I would fight to defend
the Trish Republic against all enerdes foreign and domestic. It was
an oath something similar to that taken by the I.R.A. Before we
parted he informed ma that there sas . battelion council meeting being

held next svening at Ballinlough and asked me to attend,
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Refore T vroceed with the rest of the etory I would like

to relate some of the happeninge in the area while I was in Mountjoy.

My brother Pat,
who had already been appointed Commandant in charge of special
opeg-ations in both the 5th and Lth Battalion areas, was now appointed
0/C. of the Aith Battalion, and held 4his rank until a further

promotion which I will deal with later,

Cno
of the first ocperations carried out in the 4Ath Battalion area was
ecarried out after my hrother Pat's appointzent. It bacam; known as
the Salford ambush. He had ordered all guns in the Battalion arpa: to

be taken to a vacant house {the property of McKenna's of Millagh) in
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Salford, for repairs and general overhaul. They were dumped
in the house and Pat personally supervised the work which was
carried ont in the utmost secrecy. They were dumped on a Saturday
morning. Next morning when Pat was going to Mass, a little girl
followed him and told him that a number of Tans werd poing down a
lana leading to the house whore the arms had heen dumped.

hat baen on the Job when they were dumpad and Pat
came to the conclusion that it could have been none other than

who had informed the Tans of the whereabouts of
the arms. Pat collected a few of his .available men and whatever
arms wore about the villape of Yoynalty and proceeded towards
Salford, Fe called to and brought him along with
the others. He was determined to put his suspicions of
to the test. Ty crossing the “lelds they reached the house hefors
the "ans, collected the ams and loaded thom into a horse trap which
they had commandeered from aA_!‘am.x' cn. hia way to Mass along the
lané. Tha farmer"n name was Smyth, niclalaﬁed "Paddy the VWrangler".
“hen they had loaded the trap they lef:. Smyth with 1t and proceeded
to ta.ké up ambush positions along a ditch -to awalt the return of
the Tars. Pat ordered every man to hald his fire until the Tans
cams into the ammskade, and told t.heIm that the moment he opened
fire they were all to follow suit and Join in the attack
{mmediately. was posted in the centre of the party armed
with & revolver. In a short time the Tans were ohserved some
distance away suarding Smyth ard his precious lead, They were
coming into the ambuskade. “The attack was surely going to turn
the tables on them. While they were otill fifty perches distant,

opened fire with his revolver without waiting for the

order from Pat., The "'ans,' taken by surprise and not knowing the

strenpth of our men, took to the open flelds leaving Smyth and
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his load behind. Our men gave chase but the enemy got clear

away and took shalter in Yalterstown lHouse,the property of a '
~olonel Tarrell. Haere they remaine& while Farrell went personally
to a military camp at Yhiteswood for reinforcements. The I.R.A.
could not smend too much time looking for the Tans. They had the
load of arms to look after and a motor car, the property of the

™atrict Tnsmector, R.I.C., which had been abandoned by the Tans,

One- caction of the T.R.A, was detailed to look after the arms
/and another to destroy the car, The arms were safely dumped and
the car was Ariven by o young man named furran of Moynalty to Carriga

where 1+ was set on fire and destroyed,

The incident took place
on Svnday mornine the 21st Jamuary, 1921, house was raided

night and day after this incident by hoth the Tans apnd Military.

As T have already a;';ated my brother, Commandant Pat Farrelly,
held a rovine comvission as well a3 being in sole charge of the 4th
or Moynalty Pattallon. A short tims after the Salford attack, Pat
nlamed an att,éck on Nldcaatle R.T.C. harracka. Oldcastle was in
the S5th or Mallinlough Rattalion and the officere of‘ this battalion
at this reriod were Tom Manminz, 0/C., Peter O'Higglna, Adjutant,
and Tarney Harte, Tuartermaster. Tohn Kéogh, whon I met in Mountjoy,
was Battalton 0O/f. of the &th Battalion previous to Tom Manning., It
‘had haen decided that the two hattalions, both 4th and 5th, would

participate {n the attack on Oldcastle barracks. Shortly before the
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date on which the attack was to take place a saection of ths
Mldcastle Company were to occupy & house opposite the barracks,

This house was Yo become vacant _before the attack and the Cldcastle
sections were to occupy it as soon as the occupler had left, in

that they could keep an oye cr the movements of the enemy and pgive
them. the imprgasion that i1t was still baing occupied by- the tenant.
This arrangement would eradle the attacking party, as they dribbled
into the towr, to take un positiona there, at their own convenience.
Arranpements w;‘are rade with a mason named Pat Reilly of Fartagh, to
ret on to the roof of a house some short distance from the barracks
and with his tools to creep along the roof tops to the roof of the
barracks and silently remove a mumber of sl;at_es therefrom. Vhen all
wag ready for the attack, it was intendéd to send a Volunteer on to
the roof to drop in a couple of hand-grenades after the ceiling had
been broken. A night or two previocus to the‘ arranged date all arms,
grenades.and a._land-urlm were taken to a dump in the Ballinlough
flompany m:'ea. The rendezvous for the general hody was the end of

Stoney Road,. ldcagtle, about 9 p.m.

The Ballinlough wen were to be the;-e first with all arme and the
land-mine. The Commantant and his men wet in the village of
Jarnaross. -After commanieering & horse and snring cart they set off
for Olcastle. On the way t.he.y commandeered a second horse and cart,
freat. was their diemay when they reached Stoney Foad to meet not the
men from \sa]unlm@; wvith the suns and lend-mines but two priests
walting for them., The priests inquired for the man in charge and
Pat stepped forward. They ordered him to disband his men and to get
them home as quickly as possihle, telling him they would not allow
such a hlackeuardly attack to take place in Oldcast.le,‘point.ing out

the amount. of destruction and hardship he would cause to the
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irnocent psople of Oldcastle if he carried cut his plans.

Pat informed the priests that he had a duty to perform and
rointed out that he was lemally appointed officer of a legal army,
acting unier the control of a fovernmnt elected by the poople.

Fa added that he was actinz under the orders of the Minister of
Nefence of the "ovarnmnt. After soms further discussions Pat
told them that he had no altermative but to place them under
arrest, explaining to them that they lmew too much for the safety
of hls men and for their own safety. The priests then told Pat
that the Commandant of the local Battallon - Tom Manning - had
anproiched them earlier for their advice and told them of the
proposed attack and had asked if he and his men would be justified
in putting their lives in danger by such an undertaking. Their
reply was definitely nagative. They forbade Pat or his men to
come into.the town or to send in arms either, and advised him to

cancel vhitevar arrangements he had made for the attack.

In the t-:'ircumt.ances Pat had no alternative but to call off
the attack, He sent ina couple.of mon to bring back Pat Reilly
who was already on the roof of a house near the barracks. The
men 11; tho vacant house opposite the barracks werc also no‘t;ified
of the decision. This act of mutiny was a dreadfully serious
affalr and 1t shook the whole organization in the area to its roots.
*hen the matter was reported to G.H.Q., Gommandant Farrelly was
ordered to arrest every I.R.A. man in the Battalion, It was a big
iob tp amnt overy wan in the battalion from the Commandant down.
The task was achieved and all hands were détained for interrogation
only. As might be expected, a good number of the men vere loyal
and blamelesa, but their Cammardant and some of the officers and a

fev Volunteers were not, and they proved very obtstinate and
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vnco-onerative and refused to give any reason for their cutiny.

They obstinately refused to surrender the arms 4in tho area,

It was a difﬂcu.lt situation and difficult situations deserve
dreadful remedies., ‘then all the threate and persuasions failed
there was no alternative but to have recourse to the dreadful
remady of floeping. The ex-Commﬁndmt was t#ken out and flogged
until ha.amwemd all mquestions put to him and had promised to

surrender all arms in the area. Some of the other officers and a

few of the men ware flogped to a lesser degree until they also agreed
to hand <;ver all arms in their possession. Fwvery I.R.A. man who was
a relative or friend of those degraded were in a very unsettled state
with the result that the situation in the area was in a very bad way.
This was the aituation already referred to earlier when I had a visit

in Yountiow by the Brdeade 0/C., Sesn Boylan.

On the nischt after taking the I.R.B. oath, I attended a Battalion
Coureil meeting in Ballinlough,as instructed by the Brigade 0/C,
Among the officers present were David Smyth, Battalion O/C., Peter
(ormall, Adtutant, and Bryan NDaly, Onartermaster. Sedn Boylan
nresided. There was a long and serious discussion that night
concerning the orsanisation in the battalion~area. It was all
outside my ken, At the meetineg I waes appointed Vice Commandant of
the Battalion with inastruections to take charge of the Special Services .-
One of the first johs assigred to me was to raid Blackwater railway
station for Relfast goods, At thils time Belfaat goods were boycotted
as a resnlt of a ban imposed by the Sinn Féin Executive againat their
use, After the mmeting, I found myself alonos in the middle of the
night, with an order to raid the station before morming. I called on

Paidy McNonnell and told bhim I had been appointed Vice-Commandant and



38.

exvlained that T had to raid the station by morning.  The statlon
was situated in Paddy's own Company area. I told him to get his
mer tozsther to carry cut the fob and that I would remain to glve
him a hani. Paldy's brother, Tommr, and T went to the farmyord of
a Vr. Micholson ant commandcered a couple of horses and carts,
havine #irst roused ™icholson's horseman - Peter liynes - for the

kevo of the stables.

Ve galloped off in tha dezd of the night for the station, the
noise of the iron-shod wheels resocunding through the stillness of
that late l';uur-. ¥hen we got there we found Paddy and his wen
waiting for us, with the half-dreosed stationmaster among them amd
the gates and stores open, Having loaded up some tons of stuff on
the two carts, we held a consultation as to where we would dump it.
John Keog-h-uas with us, having been released from Mountjoy a fow days
eaxlder. He 3uprestod an old house con the roadside, the property of
Pat Rooney of Seymourstown. We pucked the two loads into that
1ittle house for the time being. It consisted, for the most part,
of farm secds which were consiened to Mr. T. P. McKenna of Mullagh.

e then Jaft for homc and a sleen. Naxt morming, when one of our

man went to inspect the stuff, all of it had been stolen.

The raid on the station-had a most unfortunate result for us.
Two mornings after, on the 23rd March, 1921, all the Military and
Tans around the area started a widespread search for the miesing
property and for those responsible. Several loads of Tans called
to McNonnell!s. fThay lived in a house a:lt';xated at & crossroads in
Stonefield. The two bova werc at home at the time. They both made

a dash for liberty, Paddy had no shelter and he scon fell riddled

with bullets. Tommy wade good his escape. The Tans threw Tommy's

dead body into a lorry and took it to Kelle R.I.C. barracks.
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They handed it over o few davs later to his people for internment.
The country was in such a state of turmoil at this period that it
was not possible to glive Padad;/:ii-@; funeral as we had given
Seamus “ogan. Ho war buried beside Soamus in thz Republican plot
in RPallinlough cemetery. May he rest in peace, Ho.was a very
brave soldier and a very sinccre Republican. His death m a
serious loss to ouvr Yovement. His place was taken by Harry lee
of Rallinlough., Tt did not take me long te set around the
di#ferent Mompanies in the battalion e;roa and in a very short time
T was able to report to Bripade Hemdquarters that I had the area
recrranised and in full working order apain. We were now holding

recgvlar meetings and recelving weekly _reporte from each Company

In the Rattalion.

Vie pow decied to carry out a maior operation on cur own and
a'-'ter- many meetings and discusslons decided to attack an enenmy
patrol of a couple of lorry loads of Tans vhich travelled very eaily
in the mornines between Kells and Oldeastle. Ve selected a spot
for the attack comvenient to Sylvan Park House. On the night of
the 30th March, 1971, we assembled in a dfsused house in the
vicinity. The whole Rattalion wes represented. Ve numbered- at’
least fifty, all armed with shot guns with the exception of six
men who carried rifles. % had two land-mines, Hatt Tevlin,
our Fnpineer, was in charge of those., He set to work and with the
helr of about ten Volunteers laid them,some yards apart,by morning.
He inserted detonators and attached a couple of lengths of electric
wire which he .atretched for several psrches into a field on the
opoosite side of the road from Sylvan Park House. The Battalion 0/C.
David Smyth, was in charpe. For our own safety we arrested an old

carpenter who 1ived in the gate house of Sylvan Park House,
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In the early morning we took up positions in extended
formation behind a stone wall on the loft-hand side of the road
as one faced Oldcastle. Ve broke loop-holes in the wall and
in a short time were ready for the attack. Five or six mea, with
rifles, were nplaced near the mwain gate to the howse and th:;:ere
it in charee of the batteries on the opposite aide to explode the
mines. Thev wera some short distance off the road, ¥e were on
duty all night and it was now £ o'clock in the morning, two hours
leter than the usual time the enemy patrol was dus to pass, but

there w23 no sisn of then yet.

Our men wers setting hunsry and tired, so we sent a few of
the lads to nelghbouring houses for food. One young lad called
to a Protestant family named Hill and sald he wanted tea and eggs.
fe returned with a bucket of tea full of broken eggs. I don't
believe this hash was sent to us out of malice. It may have been
due to the stupidity of the maid. At Sylvan Park House the lads
were offered a blank refusal, When I heard this I went to the
yard and unearthed a worlman - Peter Higgins - and asked hinm for a
heavy mledpe. I called on the three ladies within to open the
daor: 1+ wi)l be remembered that these were the thres Rowley ladies
who opened fire when we were about to rald their house for arms.
They refused. I ordersd Higsins to break it opsn. After the
firet blow the door was opened from within, They eventvally

suvplied all the tes and food required,

RBv thic time we had collected a number of passers-by who had
observed us in poaition. They included a postman with his mall in
a pony trap. Coming up to ten o'clock, our 0/C. got nervous.

Fe feared the enemy were aware of our pasitiors and were gathering
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to wait another hour. In the meantime the Brigade Vice Commandant,
Seams Finn arrived. He agreed with Commandant Smyth that it was
better to 1ift the ﬁnea and disband quietly. The order was pglven
accordingly. Ten mon were retained to cover the Engineers while
thev wore removing the mines. They had them just lifted when our
scouts reported the approach of an ememy lorry. Our Engineers
crossed over the wall ani took cover beside us. The lorry
c¢ontained several Tans from Kells, the very men we wanted. lVhen
they came within range we opened fire. They returned our fire

and continued on their way. We do not know 1f they had any
casualties, It appears that this lorry load of Tans were out
loolkdng for the postman who had failed to veport in Crosaakiei that
mornine with hls mail. The scene of the ambush was enclosed by
four roads, none of which was moria tharn a mile long. The place
was not ideal for an ambush, but it was the best available. Ve
wvho had reﬁained had not left the scene twenty minutes, when we
heard the roar of the lorries we had plammed to attack coming from
Mdcastle, several hours later than usual. The occupanto opened
'rire as they passed through Sylvan Park; apparently they had been

informed by the Tans wa had ambushed.

Now 1t was decided by C.H.Q. to divide the country into
Mvisions. Ours became the 1st. Fastern. The Nivision Staff
avpointed were Sean Boylan, O_A:_.; Seams Finn, Vice 0/C.;

- Pat Clinton, Adfutant; Seams O'Higgins, ‘nartermaster and
Eamon Cullen, Engineer. This NMvision was divided into nine
Brigpades. Ours was No, 3, Bripade. It extended ;-oughly from
Killal'sn In Tounty Westmeath to Kill'am near Shercock in County

favan, and from Finnor to the Monaghan/Louth border. The Brdgade
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staf? appointed were, my brother, Pat Parrelly, 0/C. ; T.P. McKenna,

Adjutant; Navid Smyth, Tuartermaster, and Mick Monaghan, Engineer.

No. 3. Bripgade comprised seven battalions., They were -
Newcastle, Rallinlough, Oldcastle, Virginia, Bailiebore!',
Castlerahan and Kingscourt. T was etill :ln‘ che;rge of the Special
Services in my old Battalion area.. 7T organised lines of
communjcation to work like elock-work. Dispatch centres had to be
found in each Company area and a crew of dispatch riders 'organi'e:d.
First aid classes were started and personpal appointed for them,
Fneineering and Signalling classes were also started and last, but not
the least troublesome, was the reorganisation of the Cumarm na mBan
in the arca. Those ladies were very resourceful at a time when the

 country was full cf soldiers and Tans. I remember one of them in -
nart{cular. She was Katie Keogh of 'Ballinlmgh. She arrived one

day at Mlonagouna with a very important dispatch for me and rode her
bicyele all the way meeting several squads of enemy persommel on the

woy. She carried the document in her mouth,

At_t.his perliod a wanted I.R.A. man was not sure of a night's
sleep bg.- it in the home of one of our supporters or in the homwe of a
loyalist. All were beinz ralded by the enemy. Phil Tevlim,. =~
one of the Battalion officers, was staying in the hom of a loyallist
namad Miss McCormack around this time. It was ralded and he was
arrested and interned. Ve were forced to build dug-outs here and
there for ourselves. T constructed one in a ditch in one of our
fields alonrside the Blackwater River in Carnavosa, I erected a
rumber of poles and criss—crossed those with hay and branches for a
roof. The sides were made of similar material. I crept into this
at the bottom of a furzs bush. Vhen emerging I had to be very

cautious lerst a neighbour of mine, a John Briody, should see me.
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The jails and internment camps were now full to capacity
and it was part of the local Cumarn na mBan's duty to send little.
gifts to ocur men lmida'._ To ralse money for this purpose, they
tan an occapional dance, Many of the girls were honesty itself;
but Meﬁ, vwhose boy friende we-re interned, used this money- only
for the benefit of their own particular friemds inside and neglected
. others. ".Jo:uplaints llere received at Divisional Headquarters about
this discrimination and Y was asked to intervene, I attended one
of their dances in the Cam‘aross area, tock charge of all money
collected, paid any bille due for refreshmemts or nusicians and found
I had a sum of of 50/~ over. I handed over the money to my
aupariofs ard got a ;-eqeipt which I forwarded to the Cumann na mBang
thereafter all of cur men lacked up were provided with cigarsttes

or same 1iitle necessity, as far as possible.

- Hell broke loose after the taking of the cash and a meeting
‘followad immediately among the girle affected. They declared they
would give us no further help. I called a moeting of the Cumann na
‘mRan and in the face of much abuse from the agarieved party, elected
new officers and struck the naa' of the mutincers off the roll.
After a short time the Cumann na mBan was back to full strength,
when new members join;d. As Boon as my report on the mttér ‘
reached the Mvisional Staff I wap appointad Brigade Vice Commandant
of Wo. 3. Brigade and from then had a mch wider field to travel,

Larre-acale enemy raids, the biggea£ yet, were taking place
around the month of May. Thnemy lorries were constantly on the
roads and our house in Clonagouna was sometimes raided four or five
times a day. On one particular morning my brother, Father Kieran,
was saying Mass upstairs in the sitting-room, while my mother and
brothere, Mick and Jim, were attending. During the Mase the priest



wns the first to hear the approach of the dreaded enemy lorrdes..
Ao turned quietly to the two boys and told them to run. They took
dffferent directions and got under cover and lay down. The
searchers had blood-hounds with them this tims and within a few
mirutes the boys were located in their hideouts. They were arrested,
placed in one of the lorries and taken to Mullagh where the enemy
had most of .the townspeople rounded up on the fair green. From
"yllagh both Mick and Jim wore taken in stages to Harepark Camp and
interned. T had a very narrow escape around the same poriod.

T was asJ_.eep under a furzebush in one of ocur fields one day,
followingz a night's dancing, when 1 was awakened by Matt Tevlin,
who told me to leave at once, that the countryside was full of

Tans and Military and that there were three Tans standing on the
road iust outside where T slept, I moved off immediately. In
order to reach me in the field Matt Tevlin got a bucket and

pretanded to be plcking stones on his way towards me,

Owing to enemy activity it was now very difficult to carry on
the Sinn Péin Courts. Vietims caught administering tne law were -
as harshly dealt with as the fighting men. In the circumstsnces
4t was difficult to get amyone, other than an I.R.A. man, to
administer the law, so it fell almost entirely on the I.R.A. In
the Kingscourt district a very heavy list of cases had accumlated:
some of these had been before the English Courts for years. My
brother Hughie hanpened to be home at the time and he, Pat Cogan
(s brother of the late Commandant Cogan) and myself were deputed to
act oo Judpes for the Kingseourt sitti;lg. The Court was held in

the basement of a hall at the Moynalty end of the town,
e dealt with the cases in turn. There was no display 'of_sny'ldnd,

the only persons present being the three Judges, the litigants

concerned in a case and one or two Volunteers. VWhen one case wap
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finished, the litigants in the next were brought in. The rule of
Justice wes our guide and all cases wers dealt with accordingly,
Vone of the cases we dealt with that night ever came into Court
agaln. Ve subsequently attended as Judges at Courts in Bailieboro’,
Virginia, Old:zastle and other areas without incident.

Ve had all been upset because the Sylvan Park amtush had not
been a complete succese, so we decided to try agaln with fewer men.
This time we selected Drumbaragh as the scene of an ambush, Matt
Tevlin was in charge this ¢ims. He planted a mine in the road and
placed fourteen men armed with shotguns and a rifle or two behind a
wall overlooking the road. He himself took up a position with a
battery in a trae nearby. The battery had been cornnected to an
electric wire attached at the other end to the mine., He had been
in the tree for scme time and was pgetting cramped, so ho decided to
come down and send up gnother man, This man had just taken his
place 4n the tree when a lorry load of military approached. This
lorry got through, but a second lprry came on the scens, As it
Arove into the ambuskade the mine was exploded. The lorry ewerved
on the road and mounted the ditch., With that three other lorries
were seen approaching while the first one returned to the scene.
With great difficulty the amhl‘:sh party managed to withdraw, The
military charged across the fields after them with fixed bayonets,
Some of our boys took cover in a dry dyke and were not seen ° —
although the military actually g‘::a‘ﬁet?ie dyke, _ After somes time |
the military returned to the lorries and proceeded on their way,

One of our men, a postman namad Jack Lynch, was slightly woundea,

On former occasions in the fight for Irish freedom there. were -
sples and informers in plenty and so it was in our period from 1913
to 1921, Vo had our share of spies and we dealt with them sevarely,

!



fne such man was a Carnaross man named Nicholas Bradley. He had
foupht in “rance in the first world war and was appointed postman

in the village in place of one of our men Tack Tevlin, who had been
arrested in connection with his I.R.A. activities. Lliving as he was
among all the boys and with his advantapre as postman, he was in a
nosition to know every active T.R.A. man in the district. He used
his ormortunitv and compiled a.ligt of every T.R.A. man in the area,

In 2 raid on the local Post Office in the early epring of 1921, the
11st torether with a letter from him were found among the mail, |
addressed to "ublin nasile. _The 119t contalned twenty-one ﬁameé
every one of whom were active I.R.A. men. He was arrested and
courtmartialled, He was found guilty and sentenced to death. Before
his execution, Father é&ﬂhn, a Kilmessan men and & Curatexin Mbynaity,
heard his Confesslon and administered the last rites of the Cﬁ?gch.

He was bhuried in Pathmaine Wood,

Another young man named Keelin from Kilmainhamwood was very
1n£1mate with the Tans, Tt was lmown that he was pgiving them
whatever information he could. The Y.R.A. thought that by giving him
8 fricht he might realise the pravity of his behaviocur, so he was
arrested and taken to an "unknown destination”, This was an unused
house in Towar Leitrim, the property of a Misa McMahon of Mullagh.
After being detained for a few weeks, he was saverely cautioned and
released. It was misplaced leniency. After his release he
travelled the countryside with the Tans in their raids and brought
them to the hcuse in which he had been detained, They burned it to
the pround, We was kept under observation and at the first
ounortunity was rearrested. At the courtmartial which followed he
was found puilty and was later evecuted. There Qere many others,
not quite so dgnqeroue; but, as the penalty was so severe, they ware

riven a chance.,
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Mround this tims the Tans made it a practice to take away
all bicycles foond around the house of an I.R.A. man while on
thaelr raids, In retaliation the I,.R.A, seized Post Office bicycles
vhenever possible. Thoue- bleycles were always painted red, Vhen
selzed they were penerally painted a different colour but they were
a cortain type ani were easily distinguishable. A young man named
Peadar Tunne was in possession of one ¢f those machines one day when
he met the Tans, They arrested him and took kim to Kells R.I.C.
harracks for a few days. His mother pleédeti with the R.I.C. for his
release tut got no satisfaction. Pather Kelly, the Parish Priest
whom T mentioned before, then called to -th-e- barracks and told the
authorities that ™unne was not an T.R.A. man and that he had not one
Sirn Féiner in hie parish. The Tane contradicted him and asked
"that would you call Pat Parrelly?” The priest replied, "Pat
Farrelly 18 not a parishioner of mine; he lives in his own house over
in Hayna].ty;'. Up to then the Tans were ﬁna\fare that Pat had a house
of his own and were under the impression that he was living in our
old homs in Clonagouna. Ve was comparatively safe in Moynalty and
aslways slept there, but now the raids started, often several timase
a day. Finally the Tans sprinkled it with petrol and set it on
fire and ran. As they left an old woman drawing water from a well
opposite - her name was Mrs, Tyrrell - threw two buckets of water

on the flames and mut out the fire,

My brother Philip who had been arrested in November, 1920, and
was still in Ballykinlar, alsoe had his own house in Balnagun. Pat
called there about this time to cee how things were. VWhen he got
there, a rald was in progress and he nan"-ov]y mi;ssed arrest. He
took cover and waited. Vhen the Tans left in a hurry, he suspected
some villany and ran to the house, They had started a fire and he

was just in time to put it out., On the following Sunday while he



was at ¥Yass in Moynalty, the Church was ‘surrounded.  As the
congreration left they were searched. Pat was identified and
arrested., Ve was put into a walting lorry while further
investicstions were being made. After some conversation about
the Sinn Féin movement he wis told to "get to hell out of this”,
éat. got down and sot. mixed up in the congregaticn and eventually -
ran down a lane to safety. When the R.I.C. man(named Murphy),vwho
had identified Pat, weturmed to the lorry and saw Pat was gone, he

ralsed a great row, but that was amongst themselves.

th my new command, snd at the same time looking after the
Special Services and Courts, I was kept very busy attending Rrlgade
and Battalion mesetings to arrange detalls of proposed ambushes. One
such ambush had been arranged at Loughan crossroads near the residence
o!" an ex-Fritish army man named Challoner. Turing our ralds for arms
he was one of the mwen who refused to hand over his guns so we had to
use force. He resisted strongly. His house was a big one and it
tock some hours to collect what sﬁff he had. Ths boys had been in
position for dome time awaiting the arrival of ai - enemy lorry when a
local man got in touch with one of the lads and told him that
Challoner had been out shooting or \-mlldng through his lands and had
nrobably obgerved them waiting. The local mén had seen Challoner
' hurriedl_v'mking his wmy to his house and afterwards driving in his
car towards Kells. Lourhan was only a fow miles from Kells and it
was considered best to call off the ambush. 'n\e.lodaiz man was right,
Challoner informed the military in Xells ‘and a strong force converged
on the amhush position but our men were pone. At a.Brigade meeting
later 1t was decided to take the car off Challoner. Mary such
ambushes wers nlanned m;:! positions taken at Arlow Cross and elsevwhere,
but the enemy alvays appaared to be informed in time und so they never

came off.
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(ne evenine, howevey, a3 it was getting dark, some of ocur
hoys noticed a private car containing a NMstrict Inspector Rowlend
and four or five R.T.C. drive through the village of Carnarcss from
Kells to Virginia., Four or five of the local Company got together,
armed themselves with shotgzuns and got behind a ditch at Nerver to
awalt their return. %“hile they were walting, Commandant Pat Parrelly
came on the scene and joined them. Just as he did so the private car
drove into the ambuslkade, They all fired like one man. There wore
cries of Agonv from the car which swerved badly but continued ita
journey., Casualties in an accident 1iks this were seldom reported
but Kells people who saw them arrive at their barrackas said that the
Mstrict Tnopector had besen wounded. - Sedn Boylan, Mvisional 0/C.,
now isster-an order to shoot all Tans on sight in the streets of Kells.
T went 1n one night to help the iocnl Company to carry ocut the‘ order,
Y could nst maet one of them, but. imtead saw thé Tans In twos and
threea ir various degrees of intoxication, all car'ry:lng long Webleyn.
I went to Tulane to find the Company Captain., There I met all the
'I.R,A. men who should have been in Kells, Seamus Finn, the Mvisional
Ad3t,.,was among them. itg informed me that he had countermanded the

order,

Havine to do~with the maintenance of law and order, ocur men were
afforded a gpreat opporl;unit.y of learming of the unhappiness and
d:ltf‘icultieo in some homes, Ve ware called on to intervens in
several cases. One such raid was that of an and
named " Be was a bully who abused his wife and
throatened to shoot her. She came to me with her complaint and

_sought protection. ' I called to the house next evening. Yhen
appeﬁrad I demanded his mm. He han_ded me a rajrolver. I then asked
for his shotgun which he promptly handed over. This was a man who,

after drinking all.night in a pub iri Carnaross, would stand at the



crossroads there. and shout "To hell with the Pops". - then T took
the matter up the Fope was left in poace. Ve had a somevhat similar
case in Virzi-nia. A doctor's wife son?ht. protection from her ™
husband. = On the strength of her complaint we arrested the doctor
and detained I;:I.m for a while, but it later t:;anspdred it was she

vho was responsible for the trouble.

Tn many cases t.he arms in our dumps were not looked after
‘propery 'y, 50 w took over Cabra FHouse and had a lot of them stored
there where they could be. cleaned snd olled. A few good men were
put on this job, including Mattie 'lbvlir-a, a first-class man, and
Johnrie Boylan, a blacksmith, who knew his job thoroughly. - A good
stromz muard was placed on the housa to «protect them. The guard
usually consisted of eight mm. I usually astayed with them as it was
a good safe place. Ve all slept in the one hed'cm the floor. The
last man in would wind up a phonograph we had aju:qu:lred. He first
plaved a record of The Iord's Prayer and then played a short sermen.

These were our nightly prayers.

At the latter end of June or early July there were rumours of a
Truce, followad by the announcement that a truce was definitely coming
into force on the 11th July, 1921._ We received an order from the
Mvisional 0/,, Sadn Boylan, to attack t.ha enemy everywhers and anywhere
we could f:lnd ‘them on ‘the previous night. This, we were told, was
to . strengthen the hands of our negotiatora There were eight attacks
cnrw-ied out in ouvr Brirade area t.hat night. I will refer to one in
vhich ]’-took part. This one was at ¥apes Bridge near Kells. A party
of soldiers came to this point every morning with 8 lorry filled with
| barrels to collect water, and 4t was decided to attack them. I was

arnointed to carry out the attack. With this object in view,
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T mobilised the “arnarcss Company on the parade ground, I explained
to the men the job that had to be-~carriéd out and told them that

we would collect Challonsr's car on the way.

T brought seven of the men with me te Ch:lloner's, ‘Yhen he
ovaned the door to our Imock, I ordered him to march before us to
the car and 4rive it out. He did as he was told. Yhen we had the
car ocutside the gate, we told him to report the matter to the Tans
sayving ".Perhape they will help you now as you helped them." . The
eight of us hoarded the car vhich was driven by Joe Lynch of
“srnaross. He was the only one among vs who could drive. Ve wero
Rll armed., Vhen we glot to Mless crossroads, Joe wheeled for '
Carnaross instead of eoing straight ahead for Mapes Bridpe. I made
him stov the car and ordered him to proceed to the bridge, but he
refused, saving "Po vou think we are mad to go and get killed and a
truce being eiemed tomorrow, after all the ﬂght:ing we have done,"
Tt was mutiny. Some of those in the car agreed with him but about
tiam of the others were willine to carry 6n. 1 told those who
were willine to fight to hold themselves in readiness until I pgot
help. I went to Moynalty and was lucky enough to meet the Brigade
0/C. of thet area - Pat. He told we he would get the Moynalty
Company mobilised for the job and pet them into action. Every man
of the Yomalty Company turned out ngxt rorning. VYhen the lorry
anpeared they ozened fire. Tnstead of collecting the water the
driver accelerated and‘ drove off. ‘The I.R.A, were armad with
shotzuns and the attack wes of short duration. Jos Iynch took ‘
fhalloner's car to the drill field in “armaroas after 7 left him the
nieht before, but Challoner had it taken away before noon on ‘the llth

faly, 1921, Ve toock 1t from him again but had to return it as hs
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had it in his possession after noon on the day cof the Truce.
Actvally we were guilty- of a breach of the Truce. The mutiny
of the farnaross men was reported to Peadquarters of the Mvision

and they were suspended for some time durins the Truce,

Before I close I would ?_like to refer to something which was
of rreat aignifit-:anoe to the farmers of Ireland. In 1920, our
ﬂo;'ernment made nn ‘order which prohibited farmers from paying the
Land Commiesion Anmuities. The idea behind the order, wo were
told, was that by withholding the anmuities the farmers were
f‘;l ghting the British as effectively as if they carried a mun. Many
farmers in ocur area obeyed this order. As leaders in our area it
was un to cur famly to show the lead. Ye 8ll refused to pay.

A decree was obtained by the Land Commiosion (in the English Court
of course) for six months rent against Pat in respect of his farm
in Yoynalty. The Sheriff sent out the decree by a party of Tans
who collected three cattle, coloured red, white and blue, in ldeu.
They were taken to the pound in Kells. Pat heard of the inecident
at'arl he called on the Sheriff who was in bed at the time. Vhen he
was got. out of bed, Pat ordered him to come with him and release
his cattle. After some discussion the Sheriff gave him a signed
order Airected to the Keeper of the pound for the release of the
three cattle. Pat collected a few of his men wﬁo collected the
catt,]_.e and drove them home. To avoid further trouble he then sold
7 t-ham. This wad only one of the many decrees issued in the area
with the result that all farmers who did not pay their anmuities
asold their stock sooner than have them seized. All of those lands

were now in moadows, TMhen the meadows were being auctioned the
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rata collector was present to declare that he woﬁld distrain the

hav Por the non-veymant of rates. In conmection with this I should
explain that the order for the non-rayrent of annuities was taken to
include the non-nayment of rates to the Couhty Connecil. Eventually
all the farme in the area of i-"egat._f, Yoynalty, Carnaross and
Clonamsouns were oﬂ'e‘red for sale by the Land Commission; but in every
case those sales were unsuccessful. The posters sdvertieing them
wore pulled down all over the country 1mmed1ateiy they wore put up.
The aw expenses ware all the time increasing and accumulating.
nAar the adminis‘trat.io_n of our fiovermment the Land"Commission later
obtained a decree arainst me for 511 thie accumvlated debt and thirty
head of cattle were seized on me. It was the sama experience with

neighbouring farmare.
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