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I was born in the tovnland of Carracastle, parish of
Bohola, in 1889, and recoived my education in Carragovwn
Hational Schoole Tho tovnlond of Carracastle adjoins theo
parish of Straide. My home vas about 23 miles from the .vﬂhg
of Bohols. It was a considerable distance from the main rosd,
aend this proved to be a boon from 1919 onvards when my home
vas raided dozens of times by the Black and Tang, and by
their successors in 1922-23.

Early in 191% I ﬁas present at a public moeting held in
Ballyvary at vhich a company of the Irish Voluntoers was
formeds The prinp_;‘.pal speaker trés Professor Frank Fahy,
later T.D. and Ceamn Comhairle, Yith about 40 others I
joined the company. YWe Werc drilled by a man named Berry
who vas on the resorve of the Britiahﬂgm. The training
consistod mainly of foot drill and ;-t;ute marches. On the
outbreak of tho first World Uayr, Berry tms called up for

nilitary sarvice.

Some time afier tho company wvas started in Ballyvary,
a section of Volunteers was formed in Bohola. I wvas trans-

ferred to the Bohola ssetion as it vas nearer my home and
mich moro conveniont for me. 4s 1 had received some

troining in the Ballyvary company, I uas appointed to take
charge of the Bohola scction.

Soon aftor the outbreak of the war, Mr. John B. Redmond,
Tmo was leador of the Irish Farliamentary Party, supported
the campaign for recruiting ¢o the British army arnd appealed
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to the VYolunteors ann young nen of Ireland to join the

" Briﬁishamy o "ﬁght for the n'eednm of small nations“.
Thm spnt tho Volunteers thmughnut the countrys the majority
' sided vith Redmond. There was mo split in our section o
1tsmpll,vfadeaasay. : Coe |

| In 1917, Bean Corcomn caned on mo and mqueateﬂ ne to
organ;l.ae a company of Volunteera and o Snm l‘éin Cumann in
_Bohola. | I arrangod for a meating to bo held in Btnunton‘s
uorkshop :In Bohom, Saean Coreoran attended the meoting and
 about loo young men joined the company. I must state here
that thew vore as fino a bunch of lads as could bs found
amherei. Two names vare proposed for .the position of
company eaptain - mine and P.J. Clarke. I vas elected by a
substantial majority. P.J. Clarke was elected 1st Lieut.§
Tom Carréllg_znd Licutenants. John Clarke, adjutant and Joe
Colgan, guartermaster. 4 8inn Féin Cumann was alsc formed
at the m-;aeting and I vas elected secrotary. .

Our: company, Bohola, became part of tho Svinford

Battalion. Tho battalion officers vores- 0/C., Sean Corcoran
' Vice 0/Ci, Tom Ruanej Adjutant, Bornie Egan; Quartermastor,
Vincont li?raie. ‘

At that timo, the Co. Mayo wos organised as onc brigade.
The brigade officers werei- 0/C, - Jaseph MeBrides Vice Q/C,.-
lichael HcHugh; Adjutant - Dick Valshy QeMe = Mi. Kilroy.

The2irst mobilisation of the Swinford Battalion took
place in'November 1917, in Kinaffo, ¢o commemorate the
anchester Martyrs. Tho three companias which formed the
Svinford Battalion - Kiltimagh, Bohola and Tullinacurra -
vere pi-esent. The Battalion 0/C., Commandant Sean Corcoran,
vas in chjarge, and B. Egan, vho had replacea Tom Sheehy aa
battalion adjutant, was also present. The Bohola company

o - PA'I'ImrM s UBmaPOPm Thar S B T F. man sowesd  Dodaon
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Dur‘.l.ng the first weeks of April 119:1.89 the British army
in Franca had been susta:l.n:lng a heavy attack on a' front
of 50 miz.lqga reinforcements were badly neeﬂod. Op 16¢h April
a Bi11 tias passed in the British House of Cormons applying
eonscription to Ire.‘l.and. ) Eoedless to sey, vhen this novs
poached Ireland, excitomont ranvery high and it tas mot
the fathiors who had somS of military ago uho mzfrered the
most angu:lahc On the doy conscription vasa paasad I happened -
- %o meet 'a man who had four daughters botveen the ages of b
and 17. | thon conscription was mantioned; the tears came
into thé man's eyes., There weoré thousands of Irish fathers
vho suffored the same anguish though they did not ghout it
from the housetops.

[

At th:la time, the Irish Volunteers were numeiricany
very wmko By en Order in Council, conseription wag te come
Anto o_pgmtion in Ircland on 1st Fay 1918. It vas in this
atmosphoro that Bernio Egan, Swinfords Johony Halsh,
Kiltinagh, and oyself met in Johpny Ualsh's workshop a day
or two aftor tho B41l had boen passed apply:lng conscription
to Irem_nd This was a meetin,g of Su.‘lnford Battalion Council.
Bornte Egan was battalmnadgumt, X was 0/C. Bohola.
Johnny Halsh vag 0/C. Knt:lmagh, but at this tma he was
acting hattanon 0/C, as Sean Corcoran, vho vas battalion
0/Coy and T. Ruone, vho was battalion Viee 0/C., trera both
p@lsoners in Dundalk Jaile Ineidentally, Joe Sheehar,
Kilt.tmagh, vas appointed, battalion ¢/C. carly 1n May. Hs
‘acted .11; that capacity ¢111 the_return of Sean c::rcoran from
Lincoln Jail in Mazeh 1919. The meeting in Walsh’s vorkshop
is somathing that I will aluays remembor, be 111‘9 long or
short. He realised very well what a. heavy. rasponsibility
- Pasted on our shouldera, If England made . the Orxdor .‘l.n
Council br:!.ngs.ng congceription into operation in Ire].and on
15t May 1918, we felt that tho British C.I.C. vould, before
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. that data, mle evory effort to ocoupy certain aﬁ:rategic
posn_:top_s all over tho countzry. It wvas our job to pravent
that bappening in our aren. At any moment vo cxpocted
orders :from G.H.Qe and vo ware ready to oboy the:l‘n. In fact,
Dick Halsh ordered mo to sleop in the open and, very 1ikely, .
the other tvo mon got tho same order.

In Boholn wo had to deopend ont:lra!y on shotguns and
umtavar pikas the :I.ocal blnckamiths = llatt Durcan and Tommy
Roaehe = yare able to make o managed to got an 0ld mould
that had becn usod in the old days. It was & b:u-. defectives
still, 1t sarved its pnrpose, and a qmtity of penets vere
made e i _ ‘ 1

Very soon after April 16th tho paople bocame thoroughly
Foused. | Hev voluntoer companios sprang up all over the
place. iIt'. is safe to sy that at this time overy parish had
.ﬁ.a enmlmw Iargo numbers of recruits rushed 1n to join
¢tho cnmpanies that were in cxzistance bofore the thraat of
conscri;;tinno Sqmo of those vere: very good ladsy but some
of thea Emu.'l.ﬂ run from @ .cross ganderj neverthalo#a, it might
have boen bod tactics to turn them away, so thay i-zere allowed
to join :up.. Very lato in April 1918, OF very early in Iay
1918, a meeting of Swinford Battalion Council uas hold in
Mro O'Roiurke's offico in Kiltimagh, Hr, O'Rourko vag a
pmcts.a:lng soldcitor 11v:|.ng in Hsal:l.ek and; to use a homely
phraseg he vag a nan of tho people. Heo presgided at the
Battal:lon Councill moeting hold in his office. He represented
Meeliokpi Bornio Egan represented Swinfordj Johmny VWalsoh,
K:ut:magp; I ropresented Bohola, There was o reppasentative
fron Kilkelly at the mooting. lir. O'Rourke stated that if
the battalion wao going to be called Swinford Battalion,
Mselick %rould kave nothing to do with it. I then :suggested
that the,batislion be called the Gallon Bagtalion (Barony
of Callen). The young men :l.n- lMoolick mistn’t have any -



ob;eotion to the name, Suvinford Batta:u.on, as I nevar heard
anyone refor to the battalion as the Ganen Battalion.

I jmdorstand the objoction had its roots i.n,the' Parnell
splige I On 18th April, in Dublin, a conference of representae
tive men, convened by the Iord Mayor, met at the Mansion
House. , Eamon de Valera and John Dillon were amongst. thoso

vho attended. This conference drafted an anti-eonscription
pledge Fo be takon by the psople of Ireland on the following
Sunday.. . i
i Zhg Fledge o i
| *That wo deny the right of the British Government
to. enforce compulsory service in this country. WYe pledg:
oujrselves solemnly to one another to resist conscription

. by} the most effective means at our disposall"

On: the day the above conference met in Dublin, the
Cat.h.oli!c Bishops were holding their annual meeting in
mynooth. Tho conforence sent ad eputation to ask the Bishop:
to 1asue a public statement sanctioning resistance. The
follawing statement, lnown as the Bishops'® Mfmifasto, vas
issued :lmea:l.ate]y;

i "tio consider that conseription forced 1n‘ this way
upbn Ireland 1s an oppressive and inhuman law which

the Irish people have a right to resist by every means

that are congonant with the law of ‘God",

F:I.ftaen hundred delegates from &l parts of Ireland came
to a Trlades Union Congress in Dublin to decide on the form
vhich the protest of organised dabour should take. They
decided_ on a gemeral strike pf_alt hours, The Women Workers®
Union marched through Dublin to.the City Hall where they
signed & promise to support the men in their r*eslistance.

On Stmﬂiay, 213t April, the pledge against conscriptinn vasg
signed by nearly all Hatiomliat' Iroland, Catholics signing
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outside. the chufch doors. In Bohola, Mr. PeJe Gavagan vas
the f£irst man to 9igne He vas a maglstrate and the C.D.B.
Inspector, Kiltimagh aroa. April 237d vas the day of the
genoral | strike. Everyvhore in Ireland; axcept Beiféat,
shops and factories were closed; trains and trams vere
suspandedo

The Government prepared to put Ireland under military .
" compand., Lord Winborse was replaced by Field=Marshal Lord
Fronch. .' Fronch vas reputed to de o "tough”s 4 largo
antiwonécxaptmn peoting was held in Ballaghaderreenj it was
addressed by Eamon do Valera, John Dillon and Fr. 0'Flanagan.
Over 15,000 people attendedj there were no motor ears and
very few bicycles. Peopls from different pariahaé parched
to the m'eating. Kilkelly sent the strongest contingent;
a banner. carried in front of this contingent reads “England,
we tron't;have your blood=tax", This bamner vas held in
front ofi the platforan and must have acted as an mspiration
o the speakers., Volunteers continued to drill and train

and collect ams,

Durslng tho conseription erisis, I organised & company
of Voltmﬁeera in Ballyvary. Father Andy Moren was present
at the mesting vhich was held in Ballyvery Hall, and he vag
a grest holp to us. I was satisfied that if there vas a
f£ight, Pr. Andy would have bssn in the midst of 1tianﬂ that
vas a gréat consolation to me.

During this time, the work of organising S:lnn‘Féin wvas
of the uﬁncst importance, Ireland was repreaented'in the
English Parnamant by the Irish Paruamantary Party.

A ganaraL election wvas due to be held immediately the Worlid
Yar endedo ‘It vas vital that Sinn F8in should win the genora’

election in Ireland by an overvhelming majority. If Ireland
] .
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did not I_gat hor independence at the Peaee-Confereﬂeé, then
she vould have to fight for it and it was vital that she-
ghould bive a government to direct the fight. ‘

.. 1918 Electan

The 1918 gensral oloction must be the most historie
eleation ever fought in Ireland, A World Har had just con-
cluded.: ) England and her Allies had fought ostensidbly for
the freadom of small nations. Irelanil wvas the oldest of the
small mationsj she s being held ir subjection by England.
Sinn Fein stood for the absolute indcpendence of Ireland.
The Parliamentary Party vere willing to accept & milk-and-

. uater Home Rule Bill.

Bohola. vas in the East Mayo constituency, and, in East
Mayo, the position was particularly difficult for Sinn Féin,
. John Dﬂl_on, vho uvas the con or John Blako Dinon, the. ﬁ-iend.
and comrade of Michael Davitt and leader of the Irish Party,
vas sitting Member of Paruam:&. for East Mayo.

Hhen Eamon de Valera vas selected to oppoae Jomhn Dillon
in the constituancy, excitement ran very high. John Dillon
had the support of the pro=British element. Heo had a numbep
of i'rainei! speakors to assist himg also he had pfacticall.y
all the people with the money on his side so thot he was able
to hire a.'l.most all the motor cars in the area on polling daye.
Do Valera.and a large number of prominent repuvblicans were
hold in English jails during the electionj this was England’s
idea of fair play. De Valera was not allowed to send out his
election a'ddress. He had very few trained speakers to vork
" gor him. .Fr. Ml. O'Flanagan, Fr. Hichael O'Hara, Fr. Peter
0°Callaghan, Fr. Andy Moran, C.C.; Ballyvary, &nd Fr. Denis
Gildea, .p., Poxford, did trojan work. Nearly a11 the
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thg senior clergy supported John Dillon. 'Dea.n Ctonn;lngton,
 Swinford, vas neutral. Fr. Phil Mulligan, P.P., Carracastle,
vas ana rdent supportar of Sirm Féin, Fr. Gildea had not
| pemission to address s Sinn Féin meeting outaide tho parish
of S\:rmford and the parish of Carracastle., A pamphlet,
The Two Policies”, written by Fr. Gildea, vas responsible
for con;ve;-ting a nmumber of voters to Sinn . F8in. -4 thorxough -
canvass vas mads all over the area by the young mgn in Sinn
FP44n and tho Irish Voluntedrs. These were young maﬁ of :the
highéstf honour, with the result that tho older men vwore ready
o uat%an_ to. them. 0f course, the great majority of the
people vho supported John Dillon were decant men,.but thora
wag a rough element in areas whore Sinn Féin was not strong.
In Straide, P.J. Tuohy, Ballaghaderreen, who came to address
& Sinn Péin meeting there, was set upon and savagsly beaten.
In Kilmovee Parish, a Sinn Fdin speeker was adéressing an -
aftar mss maeting vhen he vas set upon and got such a
beat:lng that he was months rogovering from the effects of it.
In the parish of Carracastle the fough element had started
to get unruly. 411 these people were conscious of the fact
that the R.I.C. wvas friendly disposed towards them. Then
the Irilsh Voluntee:lrs svung into action and m-iintéined p:;ac‘o
all over the area and also at tho ppll:l.ng booths. | |

In! East‘Mayo, the holdings vere and are wretchedly
unsconomic. During the years 1912-13-1%, a number of lande'
lords in the ares sold their properties to the Congested
Districts Board. On these astates were & mmber of large
farms tI:MCh the landlords head alvays let to graziersj on the
eleven-month system a8 the CD.B. suajmnded all ci:per‘ati’ons
during ;the wvar years (191%-1918), These farms were to be
dividedi amongst the smallholders:after the war ended (Nov.
1918). 3Then, in October 1918, the British Government
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‘ introducod in tho House of Commons a “lapd for Soldiers ‘
B:l.:u."; tho ohaect of th:.a Bill uwas to give grants of land

to soldiers who had fbught in the torld dar. Straigbaway
the Farlismentarians insorted the folloving notice in the
local nevspaper circulating in East Hayos

"ljastern People", Decomber l4th, 1918, pago 8 -

“Save the land for the people.
The Threatened Nev Flantation®.

The great Irish land Settloment is in danger, ‘kaing
advantage of the dissension introduced by Sinn Féin. The
Government has' brought forvard a New Land Bill vhich gives
it pom:ar to sweep at a stroko the ulnle vork of the land Acts
and carry out a new plantation of Irelamd. The Government
gays the Bill is intended to provide land for Irish goldiera,.
The 3111 itself says grants of land may be made to '‘any man
who ha@ served in any of His Majesty®s naval, miligary or
alir fb:'rces in the present war's. That includes English, Scot-
tish am‘. Wolsh soldiers, indeed, soldiors from anyvhere who
have fpnght in the British army. Read aub»section ¥ of
sectio:n 1 for yourself. Tho Fesumption of any holding or
part of a holding by the Land Commission on an estate
purchased by them may be authorised for the purposes of this
Act mher sub-section 6 of section $ of the Innd 1ay
(Ireland) Aet 1881, whethor the holding is or 15 not subject
to statutory conditions. |

Do you know what that means?

If thore are no Irish members there to oppose 1%,
the Bill is certain to become lav. |

| I-I;hat can Sinn Féin do to save you from this?

You can help to beat the Bill by electing a strong
Irish !Party that will g0 to Parliament and fight it.

Halp to save the land.”
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To tho otormal credit of tho small farmers of East Mayo

it must bo said they did not pay tho slightest heed to the
above Plece of propaganda.

AL polling booths in the Kiltimagh-Bohola district
verc in Kiltimagh town. All the voters in the ED.s.
of Bohola and Toocananagh had to be brought to the polling
booths on sidecars as it vas midewinter (14th December)
and the distance was longj the job was & big onej
novertheless, all tl{a voters vere brought to the booths.
Bohola Company, I.V. supplisd a number of Voluntoers to do
police work outside bootﬁs in Kiltimagh and also to escort
the ballot boxes to Swinford Courthouse. Fr. Mo O'Bara, C.C.
Bohole, Fr. M. Connolly, Senior Curate, Swinford, Fre. Andy
i‘*:c:ncv:.ann,.'(:f.ca,'2 Ballyvary, did good vork dﬁring the cloction.
Mr. T.Co Campboll, solicitor, Swinford, acted as agent for
Mr. de Valera and he did his vork very vwell.

Oné incident which occurred in S8traide = a hot<bed of
parlia:.nentarianiam - 33 worth recording. A pudblic meeting,
held in the village in support of Sinn Féin, vas addressed
by Cahir Davitt, son of Michael Davitt. This vas a stumning
blov to the opponents of Sinn Féin. |

I wvas a membsr of the East Fayo Standing Cemmittee of
Sinn Féin, as woll as being secretary of the Bohola Sinn
Féin Curann and captain of the Bohola Company, Irich
VYolunteers. Everything that had to be done to have the Sinn
Féin organisation in perfect shapa was done well by villing

! vorkers. The most difricult job of all was to bring tho

voters to the poliing booths, In those days there vere no

polling booths in the rural areas end the voters in the
avorag:

‘parish of Bohola had to go to the town of Kiltimagh, an //

distance for cich voter t¢ travel eevén miles to vote.

Thore were very faov motor ¢ars in 1918, and we had not even
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be had to use side-cars, but it wvas so well organised
that every republican voter in the parish was brought to
the poli. In mony cases; old people wvho had not been out
of their homes for a conaiderable period were dbrought out
0 vote. In the townland of Tranabontna an old lady vwas
carried from her bed and brought on & side-car to vote.
In addition to gotting the voters to the polling booths,
Bohb:l.a Company h2d to supply Volunteers to act asg
ropublican police at tho booth.

At the conclusion of the poll, all ballot boxes in the
Fast Mayo constitusncy were brought to Swinford Courthouse.
I ascorted the ballot homes from Kiltimagh to Svinford.
The votes were not to be counted for another fortnight so
as to give sufficient time for the return of the postal
votes. At this time, there vas 8 large number of Irishmen
serving in the British army in Britain snd on the continent.
As the R.I.C, vere putting a guard on the ballot boxes Gay
and night, 1t was decided that the Volunteers should so the
game S0 as to prevent the boxes ‘b_eing intorfered with.

In Decembor 1918, there wore not many companies of
Voluntosrs in East Mayo. The threat of conscription had
passed as tho tlorld ¥ar had ended. A large number of young
men,who had joined the Volunteers when the British Parllamen.
had passed conscription for Ireland, hod left the Volunteers
vhen the donger of conscription had passed. HRaturally, the
vork of guarding tho ballot boxes fell on the Svinford
Battalion. The battalion adjutant, B. Egan (Swinfbsd Tovn),
vho was an excellent officer, dled in Novembor 1918. His
death wvas a govere loss ¢to the hattalion. He was the only
active Volunteer in Suin.ford towvn up to that time.

There were only four companies in the Swinford Battalio



at this period - Kiltimagh, Bohola, Tullinacurra and
Barpalira. These four companies did their part in guarding
the ballot boxes during the vhole fortnight. I 814 my sharo
of the work, during hoth day and night. A4As eaptain of the
Bohola Company I had ¢to arrvange to supply guards Lrom Bo‘!mln
‘ Company ot regular iptervalso The Volunteers_ on night duty

E h2d %o remain on the vhole night; this vas a great hardship.
' I¢ vas mid-winters the old Courthouse was very cold and

‘ draughty and therse was mo chance of gotting a warm meal even
though we had cyecled in from the Bohola district in the sleet

and slush, for most of us & distanee of about six Irish miles.

Then, of course, ve had to cycle home in the morning, cold ané
. hungsy. The Kiltimagh Volunteers werc somcwhat more

‘ fortunate, they had Andy Cleary's hackmey casr to bring them
! there and home again.

.
E A pumber of V;:luntears had come from Clare to East l-myo. _
'for the olection, They were excellent younz men and gave
isplandid heip; though 'they knew no fear, they were all men of
Euonderml tacts I will always 'mmembér a night I sapent on
E!(:‘m.i::,r with the famous Maurteen Devitt, vho was afterwvards kille
E:ln the fight for freedom in Co. Clare.

I want to make it perfectly clear that, although thore
trere no Volunteers in Swinford Town 1n December 1918, this

|aame tovn lator gave some very fino ofﬂears to the IoRvo

i
|

| ‘Folling in the general election took place on l4th
Dacembar 1918,ANpfesulted in a sveaping victory for Sinn Féin:
Out of a total of 105 zeats, Sinn Féin won 73, the Irish

ZMrMamentary Party 6, and the Unionists 25. Ono of the most

zltotable victoriss was in our constituency of Fast Hayo, vhere
Eamon de Valora defeated John Dillon by dlmost two to one.

]
|
i
i

Joe Shechy who, in the absence of Sean Corcoran in
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arrangements. Johnny Yalsh, Kiltimagh, was in charge of
Kiltimagh, and I vas in charge of Volunteer and Simnn Féin
arrangemonts in Bohola. '

After D41l fireann was established in 1919, my comg;any
(Bohola) had to do a certain amount of police duties. The
D411 Courts wore mot establishad until Hay 1920, but whenever
blackguardism showed itself in the area, the Volunteers deal®
with the offenders by courtmartial., This had the desired
effecte.

The £irst 1aid on iy -home took placc in September 1919,
Three R.1.C. men ~ Constadles Mclighon, HeHugh ard Petor
0'Connor from Bohola Barracks = took part in it:. Willle Moran
an officor in the Bohola Company, had conacre. oats in & farm
near Bohola village ar‘m I vas helping him to cart home the
oats. It was a fine day. Two of the R.I.C. = 0'Connor and
g;:cnugh - crossed the fields to my home, and MeMahon cycled
doun the Foxford road. He met me wvhen I was going for a load,
Yut he made no effort to stop me. He continﬁed on mtil he
met O'Comnor and lHeHugh returninﬁ from my home vhere they
had been looking for me. The three of them then took up an
ambush position in bushes that vere growing on the side of
the byroad on Flannery's land, Yhen I was returning with the
load of cats, I wac told that the R.I1.C. vere walting in the
bushes for me. Just then, an old man, Jimmy c}:rcoran,
carrying an ampty creel on his back, came along. I told him
the police t_rex;e vaiting for me up thao byroad., I asked him
if ho vould take the load of oats to Moran's for me. I will
alvays remomber the way he squared his shoulders and flung
dovn the creel &3 he answered: “Thet's what I will, lad® and-
he did.



| In April 1920, there vere a fou hundred vacated ReI.Co

: barracks in Ireland. These were the smaller barracks
vacataed by the R.I.C. for tactical ressons when the fight for
ﬂnﬁepandpnce ‘gtarted to get hot. In April 1920, G.HoQe issued
an order to the difforent wmits ail over Iraland to destroy
vacated R.X.C. barracks. The first order vas misunderstood
in somo areag, asg it was not taken to dpply to barracks vhere
the soréeant's wifs ond family werc left in rosidence after
the R.I.C. men had left. G.H.Q. issued & socond ordor in
lay to have all such barracks destroyed. "needlosa to say,
t.he hurning of these barracks was in 1tself & simple enough
oparationo Uhat shook the British was the outstanding fact
that, aithough a1l tho vacated barracks were burned on a
partioular night in April, dnd all barracks occupied by
policenen's wives end their families vers burned on a
pagticular night in May, apd though 0ll officers; H oCo0s80
and Voluhteers in the different districts &ll over Ircland
vhere thelu barracks were located had advance mfox'niation about
the operation, not & vhisper reached the enemy egents or tho
Castle until they read in their ncuspapers t.hét all their
harracks";had gore vp in smoke. | |

With regard to the durning of Bohola Barracks, vhen the
hay Hhiclf;z had been put_: into the barracks in prepar;atipn for
the burning .had baen sprihkled with petrol, somebody walked
in vith a hurricane lamp. Immedistely the place vent up in
Llames. The lato P.J. Carnsy, vho was an K.C.0. .’m the
Echola Company, vas inslide the vindow in the dayroem of the
barracks, where he had Just finished sprinkling petrol, then
the fire started. Surrounded by flsmeg, he was unable cither
to reach ;the door or get through the barred windov. Some
Volunteors, ‘having obtained a cart axloc fron Staunton's wvorke
shop, siti}:ated about 20 yards awﬁy, prized out the bars from
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- the win{iom Carney, 80 badly burned as to be unrocognisable,

vas brﬁixght to his home, vhere ho vas visited by a Suinford
Goctor t'mo gave it as his opinion that he could not possibdly
l1ive. The late Dr. Ferran vas then called in and, as a
result of his treatment, Carney made an almest complete

_recovery. 4 day or two after the burning of the barracks,

!
the lI.R.A. recoldved information that Carney’s house would be

‘saided ?n a particular night. A party of I.R.A. in charge
of F: Dunleavy had to earry him out on u mattress to a shelter

until tl'im' raid pas_:aode Ag Carney had not completely

recovered , he reé_:e‘_ii"élr_i permission in the late cutum to cross
to Englt:%nd for medical troatment. Onarrival in Rochdale

he .3oinéd the I.R.A, conpany uhich oxisted there at that time.
Captain'?of the company was led Rusne of Straide, and other

prominent members were Carnsy, Ludden of Breaffy and Brencon

i

X t;ould 1like to recor& here that P.J. Carney, while in
Rochdale, was a mstacgiw':e-member of that company. He took
Part in the burning of Balderstons Mills (cotton factory)
and the destruction of the water main leading to the mills,
In Octobfer 1920, he was one of the party which attempted to
prevent ?Ellis, the hangman, who @3 a& barber in Rochdale,
frome rossing to Ireland for ths exgcution of Kevin Barry.
Ned Ruaﬁe vas in charges the other memhers of the party vere:
P.J . Corney, Jomm Ludden and ... Deasy. This operation took
place on the wy to Rochdale ra.fglt-:ay station. Unfortunately,
Ludden o:_peneﬂ fire too soon and the detectives accompanying
Ellis returned the fire. The Y.R.A. party succeeded in making
good 'thelif egcape, He was in charge of the guard of honour
for Archbishop Mannix on the occasion of his {Archbishop
Mannix) publ:lc appearance in Rochdals.

At a commemoration held at the graves of the Manchester
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E: Martyrs in Mogston Cemetery, outside lManchester, a firing

‘| party fired three volleys over the graves. Ned Ruane wes one
{ of the firing party and Cagney with seven other men took

! up positions in the greveyard to cover off the firing party,

|
|
|
|
i
|

Iate in December 1920, an Irishman in the English police
i apprdaehed Carneoy andltold him to- get out as fast as he could,
that he was to be arrested that night. The result was that
vhen the police arrived at his d:lgs they found the bird f£loun.
His then landlody, Mrs. McNally, 26 Whitehall Streefs; in
a lotter to Carney years afterwards, gave & graphic desgripth
of vhat happened during the raid.

i After this narrov escape, he left Rochdzle and jolned
tigan Company under a man named Marmlon, vho wvas an ex-Bpitisi
army mane. Yhile in Yigan he took part in most of the

operations carried out by the Wigan compary, as vas later
verified by Captain HMannion.

-,

Brigade Commandant Sean Corcoran, Martin Mooney, both
of Kiltimagh; Tormmie Kelly, Altinea; Johm Clarke,; Tooromeen,

| also received severe burns during the burning of Bohola
| R.I.C. Barracks.

|
|

In tho old days, there was alweys & pattern in lough-
-lkeeran on GCarland Sunday, tho last Sunday in July. The usual
pattern took place on Garland Sunday 192L. 4An I.R.4. officer

| Eamon Corbett, and a Volunteer named Billy Brouwn, attachsd to
%Aughalism Company, I.R.A., were at the pattern together and
| contacted an Rol.Co man named Breen vho was also at the
'Ipattam. In the course of the comversation, ho professed %o
1be friendly to the I:R.A. He was asked vhat agsistance he

|
'could give in the capture of Ballyvary Barracks. Ho stated
i

|
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he was pot golng to reqign:from the-_R.I_-Co. as 1:19 wvas dus for
prouwotion and would not do anything that might endanger this.
In the course of further conversation, he suggested that the
 dest time to attcnipt capture of the barracks was Guring late
lass on Bunday, as wost of the gavrison went to this lass.

tho barracks unbarred and that if neus of the attack leaked
nut and enabled the military to tako up positions in the
barracks the previous night, that he wonld try %o givo a

l

|

t\ He said that he would do his utmost to hive the back door of
l

|

\ signal from the dormitory window. '

-Shortly after this, it wag declded to go 8hoad witha
plan to capture the barracks. BDBrigadier Sean Corcoran,
Eamon Corbett, Sean \'Iaiugi;;ﬂ'ﬂinie Joran and Pat Cogger were
in charaa of the plamming. At that iime, G.H‘.,Q.‘. had mads an
onder that the plans for an attack on enemy forces or barrack
should be submitted to the brigade for approval befeore the

|

lattack vas wade. I met Michael MoHugh and Dick Walshy 0/C.

| and a djutant Fespectively Of the Mayo Brigade, who vere at
that time offfciating at a brigado courtmartial in Kiltimagh,
‘.Lam got the plan ratified. On the night bofore the attack,
|the Bohola Company mobilised 4in Carragovan School, vhere the
| plan was explained and membors informed of their positions,
Quartermester Pat Colgén ahd Volunteer Fat Cogger of
Eallyvary, vwho was & member of the Swinford Company; were
hetaued to koop the barrecks under- cbservation on Saturday
hight. They wers to be relleved early on Sunday morning by
%at Durcan and Ton lLurray, vho vere to remain at their posts
1'|mt11 the main body arrived and then join them. The

Ii-ughalisks Conpany, under Captain Mick Browne, vere to

barricade the Kellogues and Castlebar Roads and man these
| ' ' -

gositiona.
3
| _ .

| On Sunday morning, 22nd August 1920, the Bohola Company
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\ attondod early Mass and mobilised at Liscorman Crogsroads

\ imnediately aftemrdao The main body vero armed vith shotgurs
]and oight mon of t.he mshing party had revolvers. On the my
\ to Ballyvary, thoy detourcd by the Grallagh road andesme out
‘on the Foxford-Pallyvary road at therglaas. They continucd

' towards Ballyvary ¢311 thoy roached HolMun's house, wvhere thay

parked their bicycles. Thoy were Joined by Brignd_im; Sean
1(‘:c>x'col'1'=m:1 vho had arrived from Kiltimagh by car, andg; a short
‘uhile latar, by & fov more from Kiltimagh, ' The party left
gtha road and moved for the. ‘cover of tho reer wall. From hese
,the two sections of the advance party rushod through a breach
‘;ln the w1l almost simultancously and entersd the barracks by
i'i:hsa back ,door. Sona of the main body, z.ed by Pa Dunleavy,
fououed them vith the lecast possible delay. The occupants
?ere tokon completely by sm'px'iae and oi‘fored oo resistanco.

In a fav m:lnutes the barrack was cleared of arms and

almmition.

| Shnrt]y aftor the l.R.A. had loft the mobilisation point

ait Msgofman Crass on theip wvay for Ballyvary, two British

military lorPies ¢sevelling from Suinford to Castlobar had an
/ alccidant. at Carragowan gates, andy but for this aceident,

1i|t 4s probable ¢thet theso loryies would have comg up £rom
bohind on the I.R.A. party before it turned off at Grallagh.
Ag it was, the lorries vere turning tho corner at the A.0.H.
.Hl%ll vhen tho I.RsA. party was actually ingide the barracks.
Tho distanco from the bhall to the barrecks vas about 200 ysrds
Etl this mimmte, & hogtile vomang vho vas standing at Cafferty’
abfop, on soceing the military lorrics, shouted "There are
m'}der in tho barracks". She wvas seized and tundled inte
Cofforty’s by Fat Colgan, who had remained in Ballyvary aftor
he|vas r eloved .£rom his vatch on the barracks. At this

i : .
' mnlxant, the IR vere Peady to vwithdzav. On leaving tho
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barracks, thay had to oross & larxge open fiold o reach the
goad. Had the British knoun of their proscnce and taken up
positions along tho wally the I.R.A. would have boen

complotely exposed to thoir firc.

Tha men uho vorc manning tho harrieade on the Turlough
sead uam moro oF less taken by surprise by the J.orrﬂ.es
coming f!EDm the mnmry direction, as they had been
uatch:l.ng in the Castlebar directlon. Aftrax- an exchange of
shotoy t;hey émped across tho hills. _

A fou hours aftor the rald, the British military carried
out an alahorate Fasd in Carracastlo, Carragovan and Lisgormal
in the Bohols @rca, Tho shotgims used by tho I.R.A. in the
rald wex:‘e dumped 4n Colzen's orchayd in Carragowan. 7Tho .&rm:
and amunition taken in tho raid vere dumped in Knoclranny,.
Kono of ‘these vms found in the roid. During the course of
the raiding the military cams into Colg;m"a orchard,

Colgan'd bad & mumbor of bochivas in tho orchard and, at the
timo tha miligary arrived, coz.gan, vho was suitably attired '
for the 3obo vas actually mmw:l.ns tho eactions of honoy
£rom thg hives. Thn militory vero heading straight for tho
dwmp vhan they wore attacksd by the beos and rmdo & hacty
rotraate. Tho night aftor tho raid, tho hall in Ballyvery
vao hurned by cnomy fbrees. Shortly aftestards, a parly |
0f I.R.A.,under Matt Durcan of Bohols, burned the barracks,
vhich had boen evacuated after the raid. Officor in chargo
vao Eamon Coxbett, who was attachod to a South Galway Brigade
end ‘on the run® in the Babhola digtrict; but hsld no rank
therae :!.-laniox' officer prosent vas Brigadior Sean; Corcoxan,
Rushing party Ho. 1 seotion: Eamon Corbett, Yillie Moran,
Tom Bysno and Jim Kelly. Ho. 2 soections Brigadicr Scan
Corcoran, Soan Walsh (nyself), John Clarke and Hick Roche.

1



Dr. it Colgan sccompanied the brigade %o give Pivst aid
12 hecéaaary;: Rat Lyons was in charge of tho main body
-outema £ho barrack uau -

: In 1920, DALl E:u'emm embnshea ax-b:l.tration ecoures
o unﬂeming tho authority of the British courts. The I.R.A.
vere charged vith the oporation of these; and, even though
thoy r.‘.%alned gevere pugislmant from_tl;e_ﬁne i thoy vero
~ caught holding theso courts, thay gvénteally. remdered the
Britishg qourts inoffective. The support given by the peoplo
to the mpnbncan courts and their obstruction of the Black
and Tnns and disrogard for the ostablished courts vag; in a
large maasu_ra,_ rosponsible for this succoss.

A imsdor vas comnittod in tho Bobola-Ballymiles d1strict
in Octoﬁer 1920, Thoe body of a young man named Kilgallon,
vho hadéhecm stabbod to-death, was found on the roedside.
02ficors of tho Bohola I.R.A. srmediately started to make
MastiéatMa Thoy visited the home of tho dead boy and,
hile ‘there, a party of R.IC. men under D.J. MeGarry,
Svinfpni, in Crossloy gars, came to the arca to conduct
Meatiéatmnsa Yhen they got as far ag O0'Connor Hill,
being oléstrixcted by ana ss end cart, the driver sounded the
horn. %This vas the first varning the I.R.A. bad §£ danger,
but 1% u"_as sufficient in which to make good thelir escapo.
Tho R.I.C., having procured the shirt of the dead man, left
the araa‘o -

I'hrlly in thoir investigations, the I.R.A. discovered
that a émm of boys, including young Kilgallon, had
aongrogalted outeide Connor's publichouse wharo thgy ix_ululged
in gome horseplay. No drink had been taken. Those boys
stated that Kilgallon had left for home before they did,
but ¢thativas all thoy knew. Some Of the I.R.A. officors
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prosent | inclined to tho vieu that young Ki.'l.ganonl had beoen
stabbed by the British military. Then tho late Dr. Ferran
vas cnllad in to ommine thoe body of the dead boy.
_Immedintel.y after mining thae bodyy Dr. Eerran mt me-in

- the house of Fr. ovmm, C<Cop Bohola, and told me that young
' Kilgallon did not dde &s a result of a bayonet wound, but

was gtabbed vith & pocket knife in o fight. (See Dy. Forran's
evidencé as peported in “mﬁ; Fan" 1920),

The I.R:sA. ¥han arrested all tha young men, with the
azcaption of 0°Malley, who had -becn vith mgallon outaide
COnnor'a publichousc on the night in queation, and removed
thom to 9 derelict house in Ardacarras; Eamon Corbett vas in
'chdrge--o!f the party who pade the arrasts. Onarrival a¢ this
old houso, thoy made a full confession of all that happoned.
on the night in’ question, Brigadier Sean Corcoran then
ordercd thc arrest of 0'Malley. This arrest vae corried out
by %11m“|teers Fat Durcan and'Carroll, Bohols Company. The
pocket kip:lfe which had beon used was found on the dresser in
the home:fof O'Malley. The prisoner wss tried by & military
court vith the least possidble delay. Brigadier Sean Corcoran
vas Prosident of the court, Iamon Corbett and Dr. Comber
vore the‘membersc It was held in a house in Carravard, Bohola.
The IoRvo compamr £rom Bohola vwas mspons:lble for the
proteot:l.on of the court, vhich vas a very sorious undertaking
. at the time when the Tans and Atm:uxaries vere on the warpath,
Tho IBede geouts were poatee at va.ntage poeints within a
adiusg of a mile of the house in vhich the trinl vas being
_ beldo. Tho ‘military court vas held in tho samo houdse and on
tho saﬁza I:'xigh‘i': on vhich the Coroner’s court uas heid. The
game I?Bo;Ae officors were in charge in both 'cmn:'ts; I
reprogented the State in the Cofoner's court, and acted as.
'proéecuto?:' in the military court. Soamus Rowley, Svinford
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lBattalion_', dafended the prisoner vhen it ves ascertained
‘that the lauyer vhom he had ongeged for his defence would
not attend. The f£indings of the court were that the prisoner
bo deported for life and that his -father would pay the

fathor of the dcad boy £300 = £100 first instalment, and

the remainder in four half-yoorly instalments of £50.

Ealf tho £300 was paid, and tho remainder vas not demanded.
The cditor and proprietor of the “lMayo kan® attended the
trial on behalf of his paper.

Tho "lMayo Man®™ did not carry & report of ¢he military
courts if it had done co it vould have been immediately put
out of circulation., The local I.R.As had to obtain coniirma-
tion of tho findings of the military court from G.H.Qo. in
Dublin. A period of six vocks elapscd from date of ¢rial
bofore confirmation reached the local I.R.A. The document
confirming the findings wos brought from Dublin by the late

" Joe éhoerwo The prj,sonér had to be.kopt in custody during
the six wveceks. Tho fact that the prisoner, vho was
detained in different parts of the bSttalion area; was able

| to work oponly in tho fields with his guards, and that no
information reached the R.l.C., vas clear p;‘oof of the loyal

| vay the people co-operated with the I.R.d,

The first instalmont vas given to me and I pald it to
the father of the decd boy in the presence of Eugh Carey,
Bohola, and Hichaol King of Shrahseans.

Caxrarodgex Foams
A landovner named William Evans ovned, in addition to
| his ‘home farm at Ballylahan, & farm at Cornamoff containing
| about 100 acres. He also ownod a farm of about %5 acres
in the towvnldnd of Carrarodgor adjoining the Cornanoff farm.
As thore vere & nmumbor of uneconomic hwoldings near the
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Carrarodger farm, the C.D.B., the British body then dealing
with acquisition and division of land, set out to.acquire
the Carrarodger form for division among local smallholders.
When the case came into the British Land Court, this body
f£ixcd componsation at £1,000. Evang; being dissatisfied,
appealaed against the decision. After a fev years, as the
appeal was not boing heard, the tenants began to get wory
impatient. 7The sceretary of Bohola Simn Féin, vho lnow all
tho circumstances of this case, made & proposition at East
liayo Comhoirle Ccanntais Sinn Féin thot o ropublican court
be formed to deal vith the cose and all other cases'.which
vould arige. Tho court was set'up in May 1920, having as
1ts President Fr. Comnolly, vho vas thon senior curato of
Stinford parish. Both Evans and tho tenants agreéd to have
this case submiteed to this court. H.C. Burke, solicitor,
Ballina, représanéad Evons, and Coror Maguire o present
Chief Justico = reprasented tho tenanta. Mr. Boland,
auctionser, Balline, gave ovidence of value on behalf of
Evans. Compensation tas fixed at £1,000, i.6., Evans®
appeal vas disalloved. The form had then to be divided,
and,a s some of the tenants were ontitled to more land than
others and a new road had to bé made, this reprosented o
gerious problem, only that Mr. Gavigan, B.E., the very
officient C.D.B. Inspector, stepped into the breach, mads .
tho road and divided tho farm to the absolute satisfaction
of avegybomrp ‘

Incidentolly, it is claimed that the £irst ropubdlican
court in Ireland was set up in Bollinrobes but, in all
pg‘obabmty,- it was precédeﬁ by the above-montioned East",;’ r;
Mayo Courte " /;—""’

My home vas vaided by an English murder gang in !{!ovegnfbex
1920, This gang was lod by & spy vho knew the district well.
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Thay coma up ‘the'byroad ‘at liiéraws 'sh;:pe Some of ehem vare
carrying| parcols. Thay left tho byroad ot Murtagh's land
-and croasod the fialda to my hnmao One of them antered the
housa, revolver in h&ndp and tip-toed to my bedroome. or
course, Iuas nos there; if I uore, I would not be alive
today i:oI give thig account. Actually, oy fathor vas on his
kneos in the kitchan saying his rosary vwhan thewouldube

nmx'tn?‘x-aax'gE entorad the hnusaa

!

During the oummer of 1920, Ton Ruwane, Viee 0/C. of the
battalion, and Johmy Walsh, captain of the Kiltimagh Company,
selzed aibarrel of petrol at Riltimagh railwvay station.
tlhen Seazii Corcorangy hattalion commandant, heard about i,
he ordered them to return the potrol immediastely. This they
refused #o do. The commandant suepanded them and, in August
1920, théy vare tried by courtmartizl for the offence. The
court vas held $n Kiltimgh. The Brigade 0/C., Michael
¥oHugh; was Preaident of the court, and Dick Walsh, brigade
adjutant, vas & membor. The accused were found guilty apd
vere oz-ae'_rea to band back the petrol and to apologise to the
Battanozi 0/C., Scan Corcoran. Thie they nevor did, with
tho result that neither Ruane nor Johnny VWalsh had any Surther

eonnaetion with the I.R.A.,

|
Johnny talsh wvas peplaced as 0/C. Kiltimagh Company by

Tim Holloiy, vho held that appointment until March 1921, when
he loft the arca. He was replaced by Fat Hyland, who remained
0/C. untu the ¢ruco. ‘Patrick- Duﬁleavy wag subsequent].y
appointed v:lce 0/C. of the new!y-fomed EBst Mayo Br:lgade and
hold that appointment until almost the Truce, vhen he wag
arrasted by Black and Tans.

Duripg ¢the mm:ln.der of the Black and Tan wayr both Ruang -

and Walsh vero completaly outside the I.R.A. and this is quito
A
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clcar zrom tho fact that vhen the brigado vas reorgan:lsea the
ibllou:l.ng mnnth, Septemher 1920, neithor of the tvo held any
mnk or.:appointment :ln tho brigade.

- .. -

Ag I bave already mentioned; the County Mayo was
organised as one brigadé until September 1920, vhon it was
divided !:Lnto four separato brigadss. - Thagy were; north,
south,-' éast oand wost. Our ares bocamo part of the East Mayo
Brigande: Tho following vore the drigade officersie
0/Co = Sean Corcorany v:l.ce 0/(:. - Pagwick Dtmleavy; Ad:jutant -
Andy Flnherty; Q.Mo = Joe Shaelw. Fous battalions S’bmed
the Gast Meyo Brigade. They veres- 1st Battalion, Suinfords
204 Battalion, Ballaghnderrocns 3nd Battalion, Kiltimaghj
%th Battalion, Ballyhaunis. I was appointed 0/C. of the 3nd
(K:thimgh) Battalion: The other officers of the battalion
Yores= V/Comdt. - PFaddy Gromnan, Kilkelly; Ad,jumt - Tom
Shoehys Qotle = Vineent Fraine.

The. folloving companies vere in my battalions- Kiltimagh
Bohola, EK:u.ka].'ly, Bollinomores Aughaliska and Frecnegleragh.
Tim Molloy was 0/C. Kiltimagh Coy. until larch 1921, when
he w2s replaced by Rat Hyland. Rat Iyons vas 0/C. Bohola
wtdl January 1921, vhen ho zosigneds ho tas succooded by

¥illle Moran, Casey was 0/C. Kilkelly unti) shortly bofors

tho truce, vhen he was arrcstod, and T.P. Johnoton succoedcd
hin. John Carroll was 0/C. Ballinamore, and Mick Browne, 0/C.
Augrmlisll:fn. for the vhole period to the truce. Harry !éc
Nicholas'tas 0/C. Freenegleraghg he was lﬁtar api:ointed
brigade é.ﬁ.

In January 1921, the Black end Tans stationsd in
Kilmovee; Ballaghaderresn, R.I.C. barracks r;ace:lved informa-
tion that I was staying in the house of & man pamed Willtam
Burke, Grallagh, Straide. The garrison of Kilmoveo Barracks
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was eomposod of ‘Black and Tens and RoIoco Among the lattey
vere tt.m consiables - Kelahon, a Clareman, and O'Hanlon £rom
Arnagh = who had boon stationed in Bohola until 1919 whon
Bohola'barracks vas vacateds Both of them knéw me well.
tihen they vore about to got out for theraid, the Black ang
Tan m*cxmge of the party told ¥ciahon that ho (ickahon)
trould enter tho house first apd that I was to be shot at
sight. Helahon pefused ¢o accompany the party on .theso
condi__t:lpns and, theroupon, tho Tans sat on him and gave him a
terriblo beating, but he s 111 rofused. Constable 0°Hanlen,
vho u:ltf_noased the beating, vas then called on to go amd he -

- consented. The party set out &nd, on the vay, billeted in

Carragowan Nationnl School. Thoy left tho school after
midnight and proceeded by the road to the house of Fat
Gallagher, Crallagh, Straide. They made Gallagher got out
of bed,‘ught his hurricane lamp and lead tham to Burko's.
Thoy mﬁe Gallaghor lkmock an the door ond a sk for mo.

I vas not there; actually, I hkd never slept there, although
the ovnors of tlie housa were vew good frionds of minc.
Aftervards, hard things vere said about Gallaghsr. I belisvo
he vas xiot. a 5py; that his action vas due to humen wéalmesa,
being throatened to do it at the point of the gmo

Eamon corbatt, tmom I have alroady mentimeﬁ, vas. an
officer |ﬁ'.‘tztlmheﬁ to a Galvay dbrigade. Ha was out in the
Rising with Mollous in Galway in 1916. Ho was interned 3$n
Iincoln Jail with Sean Corcoran and others from kay 1918,
until the late Spring of 1919, whon there wao & general
release of all prisoners hold in comnection with the alleged
cornan Flot. |

In the end of March 1920, he ins travelling to Sligo by
train, He felt that he tms being shadowed by an R.I.C.
spotter; 80 ho got out at Kiltimagh and callod on Sean
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Corcoran and asked him if ho could stay in the Kiitiﬁagh area
for a fev weeks. Sean asked me if I could make him safe in
tho Bohola ares, I said I wuld make him safo and that I
would post sentries during his stay in Bohola. I mot Corbett
by arrangement in Lismirrene School on Easter Sunday night,
1920, and brought him to my home in Carracastloe. ‘At the time
this moy havo boen considered to be a mistako by some people,
as my home had alycady boen raidgd, but I had oy reasons for .
bringing him to my home. First of all, I was an only child,
80 thara;uas more room in our house than in other houses; |
secondly; the people in the district were almost all solidly
behing tﬁo I.R.A. 8nd could be relied on to give warning of
enemy fb?ces coning to raid ny home in daylight. Sentries
vere posﬁed af night. On one occasion; Comdt. Henry,
Swinford, sav the enmemy forces lining up outside the Swinford
Tovn Halio He Qiscovered that they wore gotting ready for

a raid on my place. He immediately got & car and reachod
Carracaséle in time to warn everybody concorned.

|
| , .
Eamén Corbett took part in all I.R.A. activities in the

Eohola afea. In tay he ceesed sleeping in our houso for
safety reasons, as things were gotting very hot by this time.

We slept in different houses in the district, but vherever
ve slept§ sontries were always posted, no matter how bad

the n:lghil:. The sentries wvere drémnaxclusively from tho
Bohola and Aughaliska Companies; I.R.A. Sentriea-céntinued
to be poéted every night from Easter Sunday 1920, Eo March
1921; fer then on ve slept 'in the open. The sentries did

. their unék cheerfully and officiently, with never a grumble
no matter hov bad the weather. '

Duriﬁg the Christmas of 1920, four or five of us vere
billeted in Roache's, Knockranny. A number of people in the
Bohola district sent in a vhole lot of deinties to the billet.

! .
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N |
e ware :fuwited’ t0 tea in Colgan's, Cauagowan, oﬁE one of
tho Chriétmas hﬁlidayeo On the way to Colgan's, ?

of looting his haversack. I got

|
!
!
1
|
i
1
|
|
I

accused | ‘
rather afmoyed that such & charge should be made against a
Volunteer and I said so. 4 few nights afterwarde,; there was
a darice in Shraheen School., Vhen coming down the ;h111 from
the da.ncée, I vas wvalking with Willie Moran; 1st Lieutenant,
Bohola th:mpany- Suddenly confronted us;
zevolver in hand, with the hammer at ‘full cock'. Addressing
me,y he said, "do you?”. I didn't wvait for any more. I caught
his gun hnnd wvith my left hand and caught hin by the throat
with my right hand, put him on his back and disarmed him.

I reportéd the incident to thoe Brigade 0/C., Se&n'COrcorano
Fr. bﬁché:»el O'Hara, vho wag C.C. in Bohola at the time and a

great £ricnd of the I.R.4., asked me nct to have

eourtnartialled end that ho would send for Fr. , who
vas CoCo; in ‘at the time; and that Fr. . would get

to go back to his ovwn erea apd that everything would
be all r'ight. Pro did come to Bohola, but

refused to go back to his own area, Ho remained in our
brigade area until shortly after the truce, vhen tvo officers
from GoH .Ql and -~ came down and
ordered hinm to return to his own area in

A% :this stage, Bohola Company had cbout 80 members.
Rat Lyon;s, vho, at this particular time, was 0/C.:Bohola Coy.,
and mur; other mombers of the company took sides with
The athe? 76 remained in the company. In January 1921, lyons
resigned, and in lebruary 1921, went to
England. The other four men = Tom lMurtagh, Mick Roach, H.Burlk
and Tom Ryan - severed their connecetion with Bohola,

!

1
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In January 1921, a neeting of. my Battalion Council vas
held in Hichnel Carney's house, Kiltimagh, Brigadier Sean
Corcoran attended this meeting and announced that he intended

forming a flying column composed of & gection from each of
.the four battalions, and that I would be 0/C. of the 3rd

Battolion section and that tho Battalion Vice U/C. would take
charge -of tho battalicn in my absance. The arrangement

waa that the column would strilke in Ballyhaunis area -and
then fall back on Iiltimagh. '

ﬂith the axcepti;on of tho rifles capturad in fhe
Ballyvary Barracks, thore vwore very fLev yiflos in the East
¥ayo Brigade areaj so, chortly after the moeting in Carney'a,
Sean decided to try and capture Balleghaderreen R.I.C.Barracks
This attack uas olaborately planneds rifles vere borroued
from Yest layoj a mino wasg constructedj all roads leading to
Ballaghaderrcen vere blocksd within a radius of ¢en miles
of the toun. The attack was planned to take place on a night
in Fsbruary 1921. A socticn of the South Sliéo Brigade was
to hold & position opposita the barracks. The South Sligo
men wvare not in tha:l.r‘allotted position when the East layo
men arriveds. The attack failed. It is right to say that
the S11go men arrived later in the night.

After the failure of the attack on Ballegbaderreen ’
Barracks, Sean decided to strike in the Ballyhaunis areé_. He
vont to the Ballyhaunis orea the 1ast week in March 1921, to
make tho necessary arrangements, & ¢ccompanied by Maurice
Mulling brigadec adjutant. He wms 1aav:lng Curley's hous'o,-
Crossard, on the morning of 1st April 1921, vhen heran into
& raiding party of Tans. He pulled his gun to fight his
vay through, but he was shot from behind by a Black end Tan
and &11 mortally vounded. lay tod rest his soul.
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I would nka hera to give & brief outline of his career
.and to pay hmb].a tribute to the memory of a gallant Irich=
men. Soan Corcoran was born in Knt:lmggh and raceived his _
aducation in the local mational achool. His parenta ovned
'.a grocory and spirit business in the touno After leav:lng
school, S8can entered the business of D.J. h‘urtagh and Son.
Early in 1916, he tock over premisaa and carr:led-out some
renovations, with the intention of starting in business
himgelf. Immediately after the Rising of 1916, he was
arrested and interned. He was releasod in the autumn of
that year, and immediately threw himself into the work of
reorganising the Irish Volunteers. He was elected first
captain of the Kiltimagh Company, his eapa_city for leadershlp
boing r ecognised from the cutset. In 1917, he vas slected
commandant of the Swinford Battalion and held that appointe
ment witil 1919 vhen he w@s appointed 0/C. of the nouly-
formed Kiltimagh Battalion, which position he held until Sept.
1920, vhon he was appointed brigadier of the nevly-formed
East layo Brigade., Ho vas arroested early in 1918 and brought
to Sligo Jail.. He demanded political treatment and, when his
dsmand vas raefused, ho vent on hunger-strilke and wvas released
unconditionally. He vas again arrested in the Spring of 1918
tricd for a political offence and ssntenced to a torm of
imprisonmcnt. This time he uas sent to Dundalk Jajl vhere

he received pol:lﬂcal treatmont. Before his sentonce bad
expired, he was transferred to Lincoln Prison, the allegaticn
being that he wvas implicated in the famous German FPlot.

Uith his fellow prisoners, he wis released in the Spring of
1919. He immoediatoly resumed command of his battalion énﬂ
threw himself into the work of training and organising the
I.R.Ao Dail Eireann, having been cgtablished in January 1919
‘the Irish Volunteers became subject to it and so became the
Irish Republican Army. He took a leading part in the plannin
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and mpture of Balwvary R.ICo tﬁzmcko and he received

very severse. burns at ¢ho burning of Bohola R. IoCo Barrackso

It 1o onlyl tm to say of Sean Corecoran that he vas evez-ythmg
tha-n an IR commandant ‘should be.

I knev hinm mtmteh a;zd I vill q_luays be prouvd of the
| honour 'of h:w;né served under him. He was deoply religlous,
8 mémhér of_the Ploreer Total Abstinence Associntion, a '
fearless soldier and a loyal comyade. He vas loved and
respectad by all his comredes, with the exoeption of thé Low
vhom he congidered 1% his quty to have courtmartialled,

May the 604 rest lightly o'er himl  Foddy Mwllins -
roplaced Ssan Corcorcn as Brigads 0/C.

In June 1921, the West Mayo Flying Column came into
the Aughaliske Company area (3rd Battalion ayea), Captain
Miek Browmn, 0/C. Aughaliske Company, @ rranged for billets
and roported their arrival. I visited them and arranged
that thoy would spend a night in tho Grallagh-Carrdcastle
district. During the stay orf the colurm- in this district
Volunteor Lambert bocame very 211 with 2hm51;atic fevor.
This was & serious problem. Bohola Company arranged Uith
Dr. (now Surgeon) MacCarthy, }M.0., Svinford Hospital, that
Volunteer lambort would bo romoved from ths Grallagh-
Carracastleo district to the houso of James Cmnmina,. CRrrégolt&
vhich vas much nearer to Suinford. Dr. MacCarthy came to
Cumnins's house and bdbrought Volunteer Lembert to Swinford
Hospital, vhere he vas put into a scerot vard and nursed
back to hoalth by Sister Ditkme MacCarrick. Volunteer
Lambort was brought on & sidecar from the Granagh—c;arracastle
district by Volunteers Rat Durcan ard Janmes Murray, Bohola
Company. When Dr. MacCarthy was getting Volunteer Lombert
past theo British sentrioe at Swvinford, he described Lamhert
as a Mr. Roache from the Bohermore ares.



Ambush of military at Bohola.

An ineident that happénéd:in the Bohola arsa in June 1
19219 shows the length to which the British were prepared to
go t§ enaplq their courts to functioq. The British ngrter
Sessions were due to be held in Swinford in June 1921. |
it vas vital, from the British viewpoint, that Ryan, the
Registrar of the Court, who lived ‘in Castlebar, and Coolican,
the Clerk of the Court, who lived in Ballina, would be in
attendance at the court. I recelved an order from the
Brigade Adjutant, Joe Sheehy, that, if at all possible, Ryan
and Cooliéan should be prevented from reaching Swinford
Courthouse, The court was'to;qpen in Swinford on a Monday.
On the Sunday, with members of tpe.Boholé Company, 1 bccupied
an ambush position on the Bohola-Ballyvary road, but Ryan did
not come., It was then assumed that he would tf&vel early
on the fbllowing mofning, It was tbeﬁ arranged ﬁb&t on Monday
morning members of Bohola énd Aughaliske Companies would
occupy an ampqgh position on the Bohgla road, and that a
section of the Bohola Company, under Captain Willie Moran!
would proceed to Callow to intercept Cooliean., The Quarter
Sessions were due to start at 11 a.m. and, a 8 Ryan had not
apgéared, it uas.decided about noon to withdraw from the ambus
position. About half an hour after the I.R.A. hed withdrawn,
Ryan, accompanied by seventeen lorries of Auxies and Tans,
came along. They came with such care that,when they came in
Yiew of & place that would give cover to an ambushing party,
some of them left their lorries and reconnoitred the position
before they attempted to pass. 4 smell bu;iding? knowvn as
“The Pidgeon House™ in a clump of trees on raised groung,
about 50 yards from the road, came in for very special
attention. ‘

Captain Moran intercepted Coolican and seifed his papers.
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The fact that the British sent seventeen lorries to
escort thelr Court'Registrar to Swinford shows how anxious
they were that their courts should function.

It wvas subsequently discovered that the Volunteers
had bean observed while they lay in ambush on Sunday
afternoon, and their position was reported to the military
in Castlebar. ‘

In June 192}, a x‘ew‘ members of the Kilkelly.Compa.ny,
under the command of Mick Moffett, who later became Vice
0/C. Brigade, carried out & sniping attack on Kilmovee
R.I.C. Barracks and, a8s a result, the barrack was evacuatad.
One Black and ‘;l'an wasg munded in this attack.

Signed:

Daté;
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