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BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21

STATEMENT BY CAPTAIN SEAMUS KAVANAGH,

12, Achill Road, Drumcondra, Dublir.

I was born in Liverpool, England, in October, 1897,
my | father and mother having emigrated from County Wicklow to

Liverpool. As my parents returned to Dublin when I was

about two years old, I do not remember any of my
asaociaﬁions in connection with Liverpqol. I went to school
to|Marymount National School, Harolds Cross, Natiénal School,
Rathmines, and the Christian Brothers, Synge 5t. I was
thirteen years of age when I left school. My mother died
in| 1908 when I was about twelve years o0ld, and I left home
about twelve months after she died, and went_to stay with

relatives.

My first employer was Joseph McGuinness of Longford,

who had a drapery business at Nos. 68 and 69 Camden St.,

Dublin. I got my job with him by using my elder brother's
birth certificate which showed me gs being fourteen and a
half years of age. This was in the year 1908. Joe
McGuinness was subsequently elected to the first Ddil
Kireann as one of the Sinn Féin T.D.s, when he represented

Westmeath and Longford.

My first association with the national movement came
about in the following manner, A lady customer entered the
shop one day, and purchased a shape an@ ribbons, for the
purpose of making a lady's hat. She spoke with, as I
thought, an English éccent, and it was the first time I had
ever seen a lady smoking a cigarette. I was employed as
apprentice cash-boy, and the milliner, who was serving her,

called me to take the cash for the purchase to the cash office.
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When I came back with the change, the lady addressed me.
"Little Dboy''", she asked, "What is your name?", I told

her it was James Kavanagh, and she asked me would not

"Seamus" sound nicer. I said I thought it would. I thought
to myself that it was peculiar for a person with an

English accent to be asking me a guestion like that, at that
tijme. She said, "Will you promise me that you will

ngver answer to any other name but Seamus in future?",
.

She followed that by asking me did I ever hear of
Wolfe Tone, Robeft Enmet, the Manghester Martyrs and '98,

I |said "I did". She asked would I not like to be like

one of them. I said, "I think I would". Then she asked
me would I join the Irish National Boy Scouts movement,

and I said, "No, because I think it 1s Just like the Baden
Pawell scoutsﬁ. I refused to believe her. She, with her
English accent, was asking me to'join the Baden Powell
scouts. I thought I was being trapped into joining
soqmething, So she argued the point with me. At the

time I was very confused, but she persisted that I was
mixing up the Naﬁional Boy Scouts, of whom I had never
heard before, with the Baden Powell scouts. She informed
me| then that the National Boy Scouts were just being formed,
and that the'reason for their formation was to counteract
the influence of the Baden Powell scouts which existed

mainly as an adjunct of British imperialism in the country.

At this stage, Mr. McGuinness came along, not knowing,
as he told me afterwards, what was wrong and what we were
discussing. The lady explained to Mr. McGuinness about the
Naitional Boy Scout Movement being formed in No. 3& Camden
Street, and she asked him to promise that he would send me
over to the first meeting. No. 34 was just across the
street, He agreed. After she had left the shop, I

learned that she was the Countess Markievicz.
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Up to then, I had never heard of the Countess
Markievicz, and it struck me as peculiar that a titled lady-

shouid interest herself in a matter of this nature.

'However, I attended a meeting that night in No. 34 Camden. .

Street.

There was a number of rersons present that night,

" including Con Colbert, REamon Martin, Pddraig O Riain, the

four Fitzgeralds of Pearse Street (James, Leo, Theo, and

Willie), Percy snd Frank Reynolds, the Countess Markievicaz,

Mfchedl Lonergan (whom we afterwards called The Major),

Harry ahd Leo Walpole, who lived in Ranelagh, a lad named
Finlay, Brian Callender of Johnson's Court, Barney Murphy,
WJO worked afterwards in the Abbey Theatre, They weré

young men in their early tﬁentys.

Also present that night were Miss Helena Molony,
Sedn McGarry, Bulmer Hobson, and_Peadar Kearney (author of

"Phe Soldiers' Song", the present-day National Anthem, )

That is as many as I can recollect at the moment.

They were all leading lights at that time. The premises
were 1it by gas and oii 1amps. . Bulmer Hobson gave a lecture
on! Wolfe Tone. I remember one thing he said that struck

me| rather forcibly, and that was about Tone being a
Presbyterian and a person of standing in the country,

yet he became a member of the United Irishmen, took the oath
of' allegiance to the Republic, and was prepared to break

away from everything for the sake of his country. It

impressed me very much. Sedn McGarry also spoke in

somewhat similar terms.

When the meeting was over, our names were taken by
Con Colbert and Pddraig O Riain, the two people who seemed

to|be most active on that particular night. We were then

L
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dismissed and I went home. I felt very pleased with

myself for having attended the meeting,

A night or two later, we were ordered to attend at

34 Camden Street for drill and general instruction in

-

scouting, Before the dismissal, Con Colbert gave us a
lecture on-the 0ld Fianna, on the achievements carried out
y the members ~ the testé and examinations they had to
passa - before being admitted iﬁto the FPianna, I found
all those things very inspiring. It helped to make me

ery enthusiastic about the whole movement.

At the end of the lecture, there was an appeal made
to all of us to bfing in every boy we possibly could,
with the result that in a very short time, upwards of
fifty and sixty boys had joined, ranging in age from ten

to sixteen years of age.

From that time until the end of 1920, we attended,
cn an aversge, twice weekly at 34 Camden Street where we
received instruction, and attended lectures on Irish

history.

About this time, Liam and Barney Mellowes were

[WH

mitiated into the National Boy Scout Movement of Ireland,
as it was then known. Later, it was to be known as

Flianna na h&ireann.

.About.1910, we were divided into squads and sections.
1| was given control of a squad comprising about eight boys.
There were two squads in the section, coﬁtrolled by a
section commander. My section commander was James Casghen,
who lived in High Street or Nicholaz Street and was a
tailor's apprentice. I believe at the present time he is

an artist.
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There was a bookshop, owned by a firm called Ponsonby's,
in Grafﬁon-street where British army manuals of every
description could be purchased. I spent most of my spare
cash and time buying and studying these books. We were

encouraged to do this by our officers.

It was either in this or the following year that
another branch of the Irish National Boy Scouts was formed
at No. 10 Beresford Place, which was the headquarters of the
Irish Transport‘Workers' Union. ‘This branch of the

National Boy Scouts was, as far as I can remember,

officered by Paddy Houlihan, Garry Houlihan, kamonn
Creegan, who, I think, had been in the British Army.
They met there regularly each week, and from then on

the movement commenced to spread. |,

A third branch was formed in a house in St. Joseph's
Avenue, Drumcondra, The organiser of that branch was
Seamus McGowan of the Irish Transport Union, who had been

attached to the North Dock Sluagh.

The fourth branch, as far as I can recollect, was
organised at Dolphin's Barn, the officer being, as far
as I know, Bob Holland, who had two or three brothers and

had been attached to the Camden Street Sluagh. .

Another name that comes to my mind is that of Paddy
Daly, subsequently a well known Volunteer and Army officer,’

who was a member of the North Dock Sluagh, and later

‘ formed a branch in Fairview.

When the scouts had been in existence for about two
years, the section commanders were organised into a Committee
which had for its object the training and administration

of the Sluaghte.
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Up to this, we had been attending meetings in our

rdinary workaday clothes, and it was now decided that we

8]

N

hould wear uniform. The question of a particular type

gf uniform was considered. ‘It was agreed by Céad Sluagh -
Camden Street branch - that kilts, Jerseys, belts,
haversacks, the Owen Roe type of hat, and black. shoes and
satockings would be the uniform approved and recommended for

wear by all members of the organisation.

Bach member was reguired to purchase his own uniform
which could be obtained from, among other places, Whelan's

f Ormond Quay, Lalors of Fownes Street, and Fannin's of

O

=

ary Street.

There was a Miss Boushell who was a member of the

o}

nghini{ na hEireann, which was the female counterpart of

he Fianna and which had been in existence for some time

ot

. prior to the formation of the Fianna. This body was

controlled by Madame Gonne McBride and Countess Markievieéz,
among others. Miss Boushell, who was subsequently head
usherette in the Abbey Theatire and who lived in Inchicore
(lshe died some years ago), undertook to make some of our

kilts,

Qur firs#'Convention was held in the Oak Room of
the Mansion House in the early summer of 1911, at which
delegates from all branches were in attendance, including
a| strong representation from Belfast. Among the Belfast
contingent Were.Una and Nora Connolly, the late Joe
Robinson (brother of Seumas Robinson), Alf Cotton, and

Seamus Kelly (now, I believe, a solicitor in Belfast).

P4draig O Riain, whom I have previously mentioned,
had by this time become Honorary Secretary of the Fianna
organisation. At this Gonvehtion, we became known

officially as Na Fisnna Eireann.
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At the Convention I remeniber that the members of

the other bfanchés of the Fignﬁa wore green blouses with

a double row of buttons, black or navy-blue shirts, on the
Baden Powell pattern, and green slouch hats, the other items
of uniform being similar to ours. |
Rank distinctions at that time were as follows: -
Red, V-shaped cuff and

" Red shoulder straps -- Squad Commander.

Blue, do. - Section Commander.
¥ellow, do. - Officer,

During this period, Peadar Kearney, Barney Murphy

and Brian Callendar formed a.Fianna pipers' band - all
thfee of them being pipers. In addition to the three
mientioned, the following made up the members of the band: -
Percy Reynolds, Jack Neynolds, Jack and Paddy Norris,
"Bully" Roberts, and some others whose némes I cannot
remember at tﬁe moment. Each member provided his own
instruments, and instructions were given by Brian Callendar
and Barney Murphy. There was no distinctive type of

uniform for tﬁe members,

About this time, the hall at 34 Camden Street was
wired for electric light by Sedn ifcGarry, who was, I think,

engaged in the electrical business.

In addition to ordinary drill routine, we took part
in dramatic classes and produced plays, mainly of an

Irish nature, and all-Irish concerts. We also attended

Gaelic League classes, Each member attended a class best
suited to him. Some of us attended the lMcHale branch

in North PFrederick Street and afterwards in Dorset Street.

There was also a Branch of the Gaelic League in Kildare St.

which other members of the Sluagh attended,
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Part of our itraining consisted of long route marches
o the Pine Forest, Rathfarnham, Glendhu, Glencree and all

¢

round the Wicklow and Dublin mountains.

On one of these route marches, which took place, I
hink, on the first Labour Day, 1st May, 1911, I heard
he Soldiers' Song sung for the first time. It had just

sen composed by Peadar Kearney and Paddy Heaney, who was

al member of the Willie Rooney branch of the Gaelic League.

We had been singing the usual old Irish national songs,

The Fenian ¥en", "Clare's Dragoons", etc., when Peadar

Kearney suggested that we should try and sing this new

ong, "The Soldiers' Song'", and that, as soon as we knew

he words, each rank would sing a different line and all

would Jjoin in the chorus. We all tried it, and found it
very inspiring. From then onwards, hardly anything else

was sung but the Soldiers' Song, which became the marching

ong of the Fianna and later of the Volunteers and the

.R.A., and is at present the National Anthem.

On the occasion of the visit of King George V. to

Dublin on July 8th 1911, those of us in the Fianna who
were o0ld enough and big enough were ordered to march to

Wolfe Tone's grave at Bodenstown, in order to get us out

f the city. It took us a few days to cover the march,

here and back, a distance of twenty-two miles, The

majority of the city business houses were closed, so as

o give the employees and employers‘an opportunity of

aying homage to His Britannic Majesty. A large banner

as erected across the bottom of Graftoﬂ Street. During
he night, it was taken down by some persons who put

hese words on it, "Thou are not conguered yet, dear Landg'",
efore replacing it. The banner was eventually removed by

ne police. 1 remember there was a song composed in
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connection with this incident, the opening wopds of which
were, "The poles that once in Grafton Btreet, their tale

of treason told".

During the year, 1911, or perhaps 1912, I was present
at Castlebellingham at a pegeant, entitied, "The Coming

of Cuqhulainn", which was presented by the pupils of St.

‘Bnda's College, under the auspices of the Gaelic League.

Among those taking part, I recollect the following: John
V. Joyce, now a Colcdhel in the army, Joseph Sweeney,

later a Major General in the army, Frank Burke, Brian Joyce.

'In the same year, we went camping at Belcamp Park,
Raheny, Co. bublin, which was theﬁ occupied by the
Countess HMarkievicaz. We would go out on Saturday, and
return to town on Monday, although some of the boys stayed

there all the time.

In August of that year, an Oireachtas was held in

the Rotunda Rink, in which the Fianna took part, and at

Christmas, the first Aonach took place, organised chiefly
by Sedn McDermott. It was held in the Round Room of the
Rotunda, its object being to display goods of Irish

nanuf acture.

I attended a lecture given by Major'John McBride

in No. 6 Harcourt Street, which was the headquarters of the
Sinn Péin organisation. The subject of the lecture was
the Irish Brigade in the Boer War, in which he had taken.a
prominent part. We were all very thrilled to meet Major
McBride and to hear his lecture on the Brigade. It was

he‘first time I saw him,

[

The next matter of national importance was the 1913
strike, When the strike had been on for some time, food

kitchens were set up in Liberty Hall, where the Transport

’
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Union had moved some time previcusly. The Fianna were

called on to assist. The Countess Markievicz, Inghinf na

~

?Eireann, Dr. Kathleen Lynn, Mrs. Darrell Figgis, Miss
ﬁrench-Mullen; Miss Molony and other women connected with

the National movement assisted in preparing and serving meals

to the wives and children of the men on strike.

I remember the morning that Jim Larkin addressed a

ol

uge crowd in 0'Connell St. The British authorities
nad banned him from speaking in public in Dublin, but it
was understood that he would make an appearance somehow,
and we were all advised to be in O'Connell Street.

He appeared on fhe balcoﬁy of the Imperial Hotel, and

addressed a huge gather of the citizens. He was disguised.

saw him being pulled off the balcony by the D.M.P.

]

Baton charges by the D.M.P. and by the R.I.C., who had
been called in as reinforcements, were mgﬁe afterwards to
disperse the crowd. One of our Fianna boys, Patsy
0'Connor, got a smack 6f a baton on the head, as a result

of which he died subseguently.

About this time, the Transport Union presented Mr.
Larkin with a house in Fairview, known as Croydon House,
Croydon Park, in the grounds of which an aeriocht was

held one Sunday, where I saw, for the first time, the

Irish Citizen Army which had been formed. It was
chmmanded by a Captain White, who was a son of Field

Marshal White of the British Army.

About December, 1912, the first unit of the Ulster
Volunteers was formed in Belfast, its object being to

oppose the passage of the Home Rule Bill.

A meeting was held in the Rotunda Rink, Dublin,

on-the 25th November, 1913, for the purpose of Forming the

t
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Irish National Volunteer organisation, in opposition to its

Ulster counterpart. This followed on a conventiQn which

jacy

ad been held in Wynn's Hotel, Abbey Street, where a
Provisional Committee was formed, for this purpose.

£11 Pianna officers were instructed to attend the meeting
in the Rotunda, our duty being fb distribute circulars
and membership forms, and to act as stewards generally

glt fhe meeting, This meeting was addressed by the late
Professor Owen licNeill, Pearse, Larry Kettle (later,

City Engineer), Sedn McDermott, Bulmer Hobson, Ramonn

Kent, Piaras Beasley and The 0'Rahilly.

From then onwards, Volunteer companies were formed

in different places throughout the c%ty, principally

around Parnell Sguare, Camden Row, Inchicore and Fairview,
tL which all Fianna QOfficers were deﬁailed as instructors

and to assist in the organisation of the different units.

In the earlier sfages, I was detailed to give instruction

to units which had been formed at 34 Camden Street.

On the occasion of the Howth gun-running on July 26th
1914, all the Fianna officers and senior Fianna boys were
instructed to parade at_the DUn Emer Guild Hall in

Hardwicke Street on the Sunday morning,.in full uniform,

with a day's rations. The Fianna had purchased a scout
trek cart prior to this, and I saw it at Hardwicke Street
on }his particular morning. Inside the trek cart was a
nuﬁ%er of batons, about eighteen inches long, and about
two inches thick. I thought it funny when I saw those,

but did not ask any questions.

We then proceeded, under the command of Con Colbert,

Liam Mellowes and Bamon Martin, to the Father Mathew Park,

Fgirview, where we saw the Volunteers formed up. The

rarade was addressed by Bulmer Hobson and others. We
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arrived at the tail-end of the speeches. Shortly after

our arrival, we were given the order to move, We got no

definite instructions as to our destination. We were
fairly tired@ as we reached Howth, although we had taken

our turns in the trek cart, in order to rest ourselves.

When we arrived_at Howth, we were halted. I noticed
that there was great excitement, and Volunteers were
marching down the pier, We of the Fianna got the order to
'"double", and we were halted at the head of the column,
Just at the mouth of the pier. Close into the pier was a
white yacht, and, looking down, I could see rifles. Some

of the Volunteers went aboard the yacht, and were handing

up rifles in a short of chain. Prior to this, the batons
had been issued to the Volunteers who were guarding the

Aouth of the pier. When all the rifles had been handed out,
there were boxes of ammunition handed out, and these were

put into the trek cart.

I observed a lady on the boat, which I thought funny.
I can never forget the thrill I got on seeing the rifles

and ammunition put on the trek cart.

We were then addressed by Con Colbert. We were told

to guard the cart with our lives. The weight and size

of' the rifles surprised me;_ They were different from the
Lee Metford rifles which were being used by the British

at the time. We were ordered to take up a position,
midway in the Volunteer column, when it moved off on its

return to Dublin.

As we approached the junction of Howth Road on the
tramlines side of Sutton, a tramload of D.M.P., men arrived
and dismounted. The Inspector in charge seemed to give

the order to stop us, but all the D.M. P. men stood fast
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and as we passed them we all jéered. I learned later that

two of the D.M.P. men were dismissed for refusing to obey

an order. Everything went well until we arrived near the
end of Howth Road and Fairview, where our advance was
bilocked by a large body of British troops whom I afterwards
learned was "The King's Own Scottish Borderers", We

were givén the order "About turn" and marched up Charlemount
Road and on to Malahide Road, where our advance was again
blocked. We were again followed by our owﬂ officers,

but I noticed a number of the Volunteer officers proceeding
to the front and an altercation seemed to take place
between them (the Volunteer officers) and the British
officers, A scuffle seemed to have taken place and 1
heard some of our officers were wounded by bayonet thruéts.

d
Liam Mellows and Con Colbert gave us the order to

"About turn" with the trek cart of ammnition. Others

of the Volunteers wanted to take some of the ammmunition
fLom the cart, but Eamon Martin, Con Colbert, Liam
Mellows and Pddraig § Riain ordered them away. The
Volunteers were running in all directions; some of them -
discarded their rifles; others stood fast, shouting at
them to stand their ground. There was great confusion about
this time, A number of us in the Fianna were detailed to
stay behind while the remainder took the trek cart of
ammunition away. Paddy Daly waé put in charge of the
body of the Fianna remaining behind in-order to collect

any rifles that had been abandoned. Daly lived in the

vicinity of the Malahide Road, to which he told us to take

the rifles.  Paddy, Frank and Jimmy Daly, all brothers,
who were in the movement, lived close by. We took the

riffles to their house, '~ That operation took some time,
l )
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"The King's Own Scottish Borderersg" had withdrawn

back towards the city through. Palrv1ew and the Volunteers
ﬂell back towards Artane and across fields that belonged
to The O'Brien Institute in the direction of Croydon Park

and Father Mathew Park, where most of the rifles were dumped.

While we were collecting the rifles from the gardens

along the road and bringing them to Daly's and other
jouses, The O'Rahilly, who had been supervising the
iollection of the arms, left to go towards the city.
%e was back'again within an hour and told us to repprt
back to Father Mathew Park. There seemed to have been a
Leeting of the officers in the Park and some excitement
prevailed at the time. "The King's Own ScOttish.Borderers”
on their way back to the Royal Barracks (now Collins
Barracks) were jeered at by the people on the side-walks,
and as they'arrived in Bachglor's Walk a number of them
halted and 'turned about', bringing their rifles to 'The
Ready' position, opening fire on the people, killing three
or four and wounding about twenty; They repurned to

barracks, still being jeered at and shouted at by the

people on the way. I think they were confined to

barracks for a number of days after that.

Father Mathew Park was situated in Philipsburg Avenue

L

Fairview, within the 2nd Battalion area, Quite a large

umber of Volunteers lived in the vicinity, including

Leo and Frank Henderson, Sedn McGarry and M. W. 0'Reilly,
who were officers in the Volunteers, A's many rifles as
possible were stored in their houses and in friendly houses

in the ares.

Before we were dismissed and told to go home by The
D'Rahilly, we were feeling very tired and made our way to

our homes as well as we could. How many of the Howth
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rifles were lost I am not in a position to state, but
there were many. We learned afterwards that Captain M.J.
Judge, who was 0/C, 'C' Company, 1st Battalion, Irish
Volunteers, had been wounded by a thrust of a bayonet on

the Howth Reoad and was in hospital.

At this time I was Assistant Instructor with Volunteef',

'Mocky' Comerford to the 1st Battalion. The night Captain
Judge appeared after his release from hospital there was

|

T parade of three or four companies of the 1st Battalion

in 41 Parnell Sguare. We gave Captain Judge a great

raception on his appearance.

About this time I was also Instructor to the Central
Branch of Cumann na mBan, who paraded in 25 Parnell Square

where they were instructed in first-aid, stretcher drill,

ceremonial drill, physical drill and signalling. Nurse
?drian,gf Lusk, Co. Dublin, was one of the first-aid
instructors. The officers of the branch at that time,

o the begt of'my knowledge, were: Mrs. Tom Clarke,
Mrs. Ceannt, Miss Brennan (a'sister of Mrs. Ceanﬁt), Mrs.
Reddin (the mother of Kemneth - now District Justice Reddin),
Miss McMahon (sister to General P. Mc@ahon, Secretary,
Depﬁrtment of Defence, and now Mrs. Sorcha Rogers,
Kilbarrack, Co; Dublin), the Misses Ryan (Mrs. S.T. 0'Kelly,
&rs. Mulcahy and Mrs. McCullough), the two Misses
g'Hanrahan (sisters of Mfchedl O'Hanrahan, executed after
the Rising in 1916), Mrs. Joe McGuinness (whose husband

was later T.D. for Longford), Miss Leslie Price {now Mrs.

Tom Barry, Chairman of the Irish Red Cross Society).

The Central Branch of Cumann na nmBan was looked on as
a sort of Headguarters Branch, and very often I was

assisted in instructing the branch by the Reddin brothers
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(now District Justice Reddin, the two doctors, and Norman,

the solicitor, who died). It was this branch that
designed the Cumann na mBan uniform, which was comprised of
tunic on something the same pattern as a Volunteer

officer's tunic, loose skirt, leather belt and tweed slouch

hat.

It was shortly after this period that the First World
War broke out on the Lth August, 191L. Meetings were

being held all over the country to get recruits for the

ritish army. Many of the Redmondite Party joined in
those meetings. About this time the split took place in
he Volunteg;s, the Redmondite element of the Volunteers
Ldvocating that we should join the British Army and fight
for Home Rule., A big number of our officers strongly
objected to this, with the result that a split in the
forces took place.‘ The Redmondites called themselves
"The National folunteers" and the Sinn Féin sid; called

themselyes "Phe Irish Volunteers'.

The officers of the Irish National Volunteers who
remained with the Sinn Féin side were, to the best of my
recollection, Professor Eoin MacNeill, the brothers Pearse,
The O'Rahilly, Tom MacDonagh, Tom Clarke, and Eamon Ceannt.
These included all those who were later executed in 1916,
with the exception of James Connolly who was head of the
Irish Citizen Army. There were many others who were
sentenced to imprisonment following 1916. After the split
the Sinn Péin element was a véry small minority, The
companies were, however, reformed and officers appointed in

charge.

It was about the 25th October that a convention was
held in the Abbey Theatre to decide on policy and

constitution. I was sti1ll in the Fianna at this time,
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practically all of whom remained with the Sinn Féin element
of the Irish Volunteers. The Fianna representation on the
Irish Volunteer Executive were:* Bulmer Hobson, Pédraig

6l Riain, Eamon Martin, Con Colbert, and Liam Mellows.

It was about this time that Sedn Heuston became active in
the Volunteers and was in charge of a sluagh in, I think,
Skippers Alley. Shortly after the convention, a company

af Volunteers('A' or 'B' of the 1st Battalion) ran an

excursion to Limerick, Volunteers, Cumann na mBan, and
Fianna took part in this excursion, where Captain Monteith

eviewed the Volunteers and took the salute.

While marching through Limerick we met with a very
hostile reception from the Redmondite Volunteers and
wives of British soldiers. The discip}ine and courage of
the Volunteers, Cumann na mBan and Fianna could not have
been excelled. We got back to the Fianna Hall in Limerick

City, where we rested before returning back to Dublin by

train,

A big number of the officers remained for the
convention aﬁd there were contingents from places in the
south and west. Con Colbert ordered me to take charge

of the Fianna and Cumann na mBan back to Dublin. Going
through the railway station gates at Limerick, we were
attacked by much the same element who had attacked us
earlier in the day with stones, botélés, potatoes and
everything they could lay their hands on. A numbér ¢f our
people were injured. There was no retalistion on our

part and we eventually got safely back to Dublin.

All this time Volunteer companies were growing all

over the country. Officers were appointed as organisers,

| holding meetings in many centres. Dccésibnally many of
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those organisers were arrested and sent to prison. . On

numerous occasions the Fianna were invited to different
parts of the country to give a display and take ﬁart in
competifions, more as demonstrations than anything else,
Among the places I remenmber that we visited were Courtown,
Gorey, Galway, Sligo, and Castlebar, where we gave
demonstrations in ceremonial drill, rifle and bayonet dpill,
fiirst-ald and stretcher drill, physical drill and signalling,
These would-bg held at open-air functione such as *

deriochts and drill competitions. Volunteer companies were

brought in from around the county.

One incident that remains very fresh in my memory

was ouf visit to.Castlebar. We left Dﬁblin,acgompanied

by our Fianna Pipers Band, on a Saturday evening, Arriving‘
at Ballyhasunis station I noticed a crowd of people on the
platform. Some of us got out to investigate and find out
what it was all about. We discovered a man lying on the

ground with a broken leg. That gave us an opportunity

of putting our first-aid knowledge to the test, We
bandaged the man's leg with bandages and splints, placed
him on the stretcher and took him into the train, We
arrived in Castlebar somewhere around midnight, and the
place was black with peoplé and Volunteers. We proceeded
to the hospital in Castlebar with our pétient and handed
“pim over to Dr. McBride, who was a brother of Major John
McBride who was subsequently executed after the Rising in
1916, He congratulated us on our first;aid work, Eeving
}eft our patient in the hospitai, we received a great'
receﬁtion from the people outside, who escorted us ﬁo an
hotel where we did Justice to a good supper. Afterwards
we proceeded to the gréunds of the Christian Brothers'

Schools where we encamped for the night.
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Rising about 6 o'clock the following morning, and
having cleaned and tidied up camp, we had our breakfast,
washed ourselves and attended Mass. Afterﬁards we returned

to camp and proéeeded to the showgrounds at the rear of

the asylum where the competitions and displays by the
aeriocht took place. There was an exhibition of fencing
7ith single sticks between Perc& Reynolds (later

Chairman of Coras Tompair Rireann) and myself.  Both of us
wore kilts and.the exhibition was held on a platform about
5' from the ground. During this exhibition Percy tried

Lo keep me to the.edge of the piatform most of the time.
got the idea into my head that he was trying to put me

£ the platform It was afterwards I learned the reason

or this, which was that he had no 'shorts' on him

o —00—H—

nderneath the kilts. Thinking he was trying to put me

ff the platform, I decided that I would‘put him off and

0

anceuvred him to the edge. In trying to aveid a lunge

hat I made at him, forgetting thet he was so near the edge

— cp—

ff the platform he fell back on the ground. This created
a great laugh. Pddraig § Riain, realising the
embarrassment that Percy ﬁas in, declared the exhibition

at an end.

We went hack to camp that evening and started back
for Dublin the following day. That would be somewhere

about August, 1915, I think.

Around this time there were recruiting meetings
being held by the British army and many of the Irish M.P.s
(the Redmondite Party) took part in these recruiting
meetings, including a Colonel Arthur Lynch who had fought
on the side of the Boers with Major John McBride in the
Irish Brigade during the Boer War; Captain Tom Kettle,
who was secretary to the National Volunteers, and many

others of the Redmondite Volunteers. Members of the Fianna
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and Volunteers attended .these meetings as 'hecklers', very
often causing the meetings to be abandoned. The usual

cry at that time ﬁaé "Join the British army and fight for

the rights of small nations". Belgium, which was at war
at the time, had been invaded by Germany and according to
the recruiters the Germens were supposed toc have massacred
Len, women and children and burned their homes. These

|

catch cries' were to try and gain the sympathy of the

Irish peopile. .

Another thing was that they got the support of
practically all the Irish newspapers. The national
element in the country were left with about two or three
kewspapers to put forward the national ideals, telling
Irish people to stay at home in Ireland and to fight for
Ireland in Ireland. One of these papers was "Sinn Féin",
a weekly publication edited by Arthur Griffith, and for
a short time it became an evening publication. There was
also "Irish Freedom", edifed by Sedn MacDermott, and
I think Cénnolly had "The Irish Worker". These papers

were suppressed afterwards.

Other papers came along then under different names.
I think some of them were printed in Scotland or Belfast.
Paperé which appeared were "Scissors and Paste" and
"Honesty". These last mentioned papers, to my
recolleétiop, contained cuttings from other papers,

including English papers.

During this time, Volunteers, Fianna and Cumann na

mBan were very active, tfaining, buying arms where possible,

and obstructing recruiting meetings wherever possible,
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Every year up to this we attended the Wolfe Tone

ommemoration in Bodenstown, many of the Filanna proceeding

c

Jown by foot on Saturday evenlings and pitching camp
Iomehwere in Bodenstown on Saturday nightf Cther activities’
Ln the Fianna up to this time included marching and
Lraining, leaving Camden St. at 11 o'clock at night,
eriving at Rathfarnham, where we would be halted and
lectured by Con Colbert, Eamon Maftin and Liam ¥ellows

on the importance of this night training. It meant that
rrom the time we moved off we were confined to strict
silence - neither talking nor smoking - halting every
hour for a ten minutes' rest, This was a test of our

ability to keep silent.

Arriving at some part of the Dublin mountains at
daybrezk, we halted and were'allowed to talk and smoke,

and lighted fires and prepare@ our breakfast. Having had
our breakfast and rested, we saw to it that all the fires
were put out and started on our journey back to the city,
sometimes attending Mass in Dundrum, Rathfarnham or

Mount Argus - all depending in what direction we were going -

arriving back to the city about 12 o'clock.

On the arrival of the remains of O'Donovan Rossa,

we escorted them to the City Hali where they lay in state
for about a week. All the members of the Fianna were
mobilised for the purpose of stewarding and controlling

the queues of people going into the City Hall to view

the remains in the maiﬁ hall. The remains were in a casket,
with a glass panel, showing the head and shoulders. There
was a cbntinuous guard of honour supplied by the Irish
Citizen Army, the Volunteers and the Fianna. From eariy

morning until late at night, there were queues of people, .

practically the full length of Dame Street, down as far

as George's Street, to view the remains.
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On Sunday, members of the Volunteers, Fianna and

Cumann na mBan arrived in the city from all parts of the
ountry for the funeral to Glasnevin. I remember

seeing there for the Tirst time Terry MacSwiney and Tomés
MacCurtain and many others who were either executed or

imprisoned afterwards for their activities.

Both the lying in state and the funeral were a gfeat
£illip in recruiting new members for the Volunteers and

Fianna.

Shortly afterwards, I remember atiending classes for
officers in No. 2 Dawson Street, which was then the
headquarters of the Vblunteers. The classes were held
on Saturday nights. Lectures on tactics were given by
the late Colonel J.J. 0'Connell, who was then a Staff
Captain. He had recently arrived from America. P, H.
Pearse lectured us on general military matters, James
Connolly on street fighting, Tom Meldon on musketry and
armament, de Valera, who was then Adjutant of the 3rd
Battalion, on tactics, Captain J.J. Doy;e on first-aid,
and Captain Breen (afterwards Colonel) on engineering.

We had several lectures by Connolly on street fighting.
He seemed to attach great inportance to that particular
subject, and told us that, if we did happen to'go into
action, most of our activities would be street Tighting.
During the early part of 1916, I remember the 1st and 2nd
Battalions - the 1st Battalion, rarticularly - ﬁeld night
exercises in street fighting around the battalion areas.

At that time Ned Daly was Commandant, and Piaras Beasley.

'c! Company, 1st Battalion, held a concert in Y
Parnell Sguare, at which P.H. Pearse gave an oration.
During the oration, =a femark that he made w;s a sort of an
indication that we would soon go into action. The remark

-
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had a country worth fighting for. and dying for, the streets
L

Fas that, before the people of Ireland realised that they
!
i

f Dublin would run red with the blood of Irishmen.

o]
|
1
| All this time I was training the Volunteers of the 1st
| : . ' oy

Battalion and Cumann na mBan and preparing for a competition

hich was to be held in Father Wathew Park between Volunteers,

———

umenn na mBan, Citizen Army and Fianna. The competition

—5—Q

as held in January and J.J; ("Ginger") O0'Connell was one

6f the examining officers. It also included Tomds

%cbonagh (afterwards executed), P.H. Pearse and other

?fficers of the bfigade. The prize for the best unit was a

#ifle and that was won by the Irish Citizen Army. A

company of the 2nd Battalion got second prize,and 'C' Company

$f the 1st Battalion, which was my unit, got third prize.

My unit of the PFianna carried off the first prize for Fianna

training, which was a bugle. The Central Branch Cumann

qa m3an won the Cumann na mBan competitions, the prize

ﬁeing a stretcher,

| o
i During the competitions I remenber being detailed to

_report to Captain 0'Comnell ("Ginger") to assist him at

t%e "clgse order" exercises of other units. It was actually
an examination for section commanders. Also at this time
there was a company composed of‘grocers' agssistants.

IF had just been formed and met in the Father Mathew Park

oﬁ Sunday mornings. Thé late Paddy Mofan, who was executed
over 'Bloody Sunday', was in charge, assisted by the late

‘Mgrtin Savaée who was killed at the attack on Lord French,

and Dan 0'Connell, who was a Professor in Sﬁ. Patrick's

T%aining College. On that day, after my other duties,

Ilwas asked to give that company (known then as 'D' Company

|
oq the 2nd Battalion) some instruction. The 2nd Battalion

i
at that time was commanded by Commandant Tom MacDonagh;
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lthe late Tom Hunter was second in command. Tom Slater was
L .
{Adjutant, and Dick Stokes, I think, was Quartermaster.

\That was the staff of the battalion as I knew thei.

|

'McGuinness, who happened to be my employer at the time and

The following week I was informed by the late Joe

ran officer of 'C' Company of the 1st Battalion, that I
:had been transferred to the 2nd Battalion to take charge

iof 'D' Company. On a Friday, I think, I received an order
1from No. 2 Dawson S8St., which was Volunteer Headguarters then,
|to report to Father Mathew Park on ‘the following Sunday.
:Having done so, 1 reported to Tom Hunter, who introduced me
!to the company and told me to proceed and take command.

Paddy Moran became my second "in command. ¥y section
commanders were Martin Savage, Dick Healy (Healy's of
%arnell St., publichouse), Sedn 0'Farrell, and a chap

gamed Harry Williams, These men were practically all
%rocers. Members of the company were Phil Scanlon, Sedn
'ﬁilroy, Paddy Swanzy (brother-in—law of the late Sedn
bonnclly who was killed in the attack on the Castle in

aster Week 1916)

About February, 1916, a number of men who came back
"rom Engiand Jjoined the company, including Joe Vige
'later a Colonel in the National Army), Joe Furlong
later a Colonel in the National Army), and his brother,

att, later killed in an accident when experimenting with

r testing a mine.

|
} About a fortnight after that I remewber a big man
ckmlng in with a note from No. 2 Dawson St., whose name
w%s Collins, telling me to.atta¢h him to my company. I
tbok the note from him and told Paddy Moran to attach him

the recruits' section which was being instructed by

MTrtln Savage. ATter the parade, Paddy Moran told me the
|
1
|
i



Lrecruit wanted to see me. I told him to br}ng him up.
iThe 'recruit' stated to me that he was a Company Conmander
;in the Volunteers in London and was not pleased at being
put into a recruit's section. I told him I didn't care
if he was a Brigadier, that as far as 1 was concerned he

|
|
|

was a recruit until I saw now much he knew, that everybody

!had to go into the recruits' section first and thét he

Lwould be placed in another section the following Sunday.
iI remenber that he smiled, saying "Very good'. He then
1joined Joe Viée and Matt Furlong, whom he seemed to have

gnown.
[

i
! As was usual then,at the end of each parade an
%ppeal was made to the company to subscribe towards the
%rms fund. I remember the four people mentioned asked me
%he price of a rifle and the ﬁrice of a revolver, which

at that time was valued, I think, at about &4 - 10 - O each.
They wanted 1o know if they peid for them there and then
could they hqve them immediately. I informed {them we

would have to get the money in first before we could buy

;hem. This company, being mainly composed of gpmocers'
. .

assistants, were in the very happy position of being sble
ﬁo purchase arms from British soldiers, and practicall&

| .
?very week secured two or three rifles or revolvers.

One of the members of the company, who was a grocer's

|
|
qssistant, was a chap named Seamus Cooney who was foreman
|

fior Eamon Morkan, a Captain in the Volunteers, who had a

|

gublichouse in Queen St. He was arrested for purchasing

4 rif'le and was sentenced to six months. Eamon Morkan was
[

|
Quartermaster of the 1st Battalion at that time.

- In or about this time there was what was known as 'The

|
|
‘ ‘
FPreign Legion'. This was a company in Kimmage made up of
|

all the 'refugees', as we called them, from England and
!

|
|
|
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|

iScotland. Mick Collins was one of the men on my strength
1Wh0 was transferred to this dbmpany. We had besn asked

,to give men from our companies to this company in order to

strengthen it. Collins was the only one from nmy company
t

!ﬁho transferred. Joe Vize and the brothers Furlong

|

‘remained with my company, as they were working then at the
\Dublin dockyards and this was the most convenient unit for
|

|them to belong to.

¥ In March, 1916, we were notified about a parade that
!was to be hel& on St. Patrick's Day and we were to muster
levery man possible for this parade, The 1st and 2nd
Fabtalions assembled in the Father Mathew Park, Fairview;
Fhe 3rd and 4th assenbled in Camden Row and proceeded to
bollege-Green, where we 'formed up;, blocking the
Fhoroughfare from Trinity St. down to Trinity College

The parade having been formed, it was inspected by
Professor Eoin MacNeill, President, Bulmer Hobson, Sedn

| .
Pitzgibbon and other high-ranking officers of the Volunteer

=
bdx

ecutive.,  I'd say there would be about 1,L00 to 1,600

[ I

len on parade that day. An incident happened during the

nspection when a number of British officers tried to

reak through the ranks, on foot, at Trinity St. end,

O - Gl —pe— —

yut we did not allow them to proceed. After the inspection

_ o

¢ returned to Camden Row, where we were addressed by
Professor MacNeill, Tomds MacDonagh and P.H. Pearse

_dand afterwards dismissed.

|
I
!

\ I would like to mention at this stage that in 1915

I{left the drapery itrade and the premises of Mr. Joe
h

McGuinness in 27, Dorset St. (where he had moved) and
|

bbcame an apprentice cabinet-maker in the Dublin Woodworks
owned by Mr. Anthony Mackey. At week-ends I assisted

|
M MeGuinness in Dorset St McGuinness's premises was

i‘l-
! -
m?re than a drapery house; it was a receiving depot for
| 0
|
|
i
|
i
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|sma11 arms and ammunition delivered in cases with drapery
1goods. The arms would be concealed amongst the drapery.
%hese would be sent from England and, at times, Belfast.
&he cases would be opened usually in thé eveningss

iwhen the shop would be shut, and put into drapery parcels
Fnd placed iﬁ open racks, At times ¥r. McGuinness would
be assisted by Peadar Clancy, Tom Hunter, Michedl Staines,
#Icheél O0'Hanrahan and otﬁers. The arms, which were put
ﬁn parcels containing shirts and underwear, would be placed
ﬁn open Eixtures in the shop. This was taking place in

%r about 1916.
|

There was another place where something similar
happened, in Henshaw's of Christchurch Place, and the
person who looked after our interest there was a Mr. Frank
Harding who had a shop next door, These arms and the
ammunition would be given to couriers from different parts

of the country who could call for same.

At this time I stayed in a boarding-house, 19 Upper

 Sherrard St. It was controlled by a Mrs. Ward and her

_Q,_ —_

aughter, and a brother of krs. Ward, Mr. Harry Shiels.

‘hese people came from Belfast. Harry Shiels was & member

f 'P' Company, 1st Battalion, and fought in Church St.

—_FE. - D-—k

under Piaras Beasley during the Rising of Easter Week

ﬂ916. He was badly wounded in the arm during the fight
%nd had to have portion of it amputated. There were about
ten of us staying there at the time - all Volunteers,
ipcluding.ﬁhe late Mfchedl Murphy, a Waterford chap who
ﬁgd come over from England and.who later was appointed
S@cretary to the Shélbourne Greyhound Racing Track under

I

Mr. Paddy O'Donoghue.
[

[ .
{ Amongst those who came over from England were:
| .
J?seph McCann, three brothers - Joe, Manus and Fergus

McMenamin, M{chedl Cremin, Tadhg O'Riordan, Tomds O'Donoghue



E(a Kerry chap). ‘They all came from England and were

l X . .
!attached to companies in the 1st and 2nd Battalionsand

\
,came over here to evade conscription in England and take
|

\part in the fight here. There was also Alf Monaghan

(who was later organiser for the Gaelic League).

:

i On the Sunday prior to the Rising, after my parade
with 'D' Company, 2nd Battalion, I had a fair idea that we
|

were moving up to what we were training for - "action'".
The late MIchedl O'Hanrahan, who was an officer in the 2nd

! ,
Battalion and also acting officer Headquarters Staff,

?nd a member of the I.R.B. (of which I was also a member),
l

informed me that he wanted to speak to me on the way home.
|

I was a member of the I.R,B. Circle of which the late

I
|

@eorge Irvine was Centre, We usually met in L1 Parnell

Sguare. On the way home, MI{chedl O'Hanrahan told me he

— =

T

wanted me on his staff for that week, I asked him what

m__

bout my job. He told me to forget about it. It was

.nen I learned that things were taking shape. He informed

—ch

=1

% e that a man would call, probably the following morning,
|

iln a taxl, giving me a description of the man, and that his

name would be Eamon Tierney. He would be tall, thin

?hd dark,with a strong English accent and would wear a

PG.R." band on his arm, indicating that he was a member
|

?f the British Home Guard, He would have a nunber of
suitcases with him containing small arms and ammunition.
[

Ilwas to receive him and take the cases from nim, see that
! :

h? was fed and rested and back on the mailboat that evening.
T%is was to take place several times during the week.

Aﬁd on placing the arms and ammunifion away safely,

Iiwas to inform Miched4l O'Hanrahan as to their arrival.

At this time MIchedl O'Hanrahan lived in Connaught St.
;

D@ring the week both he and his brother Harry would call to
|

re@ove some of the arms.

This happened repeatedly during

the week,
|
I
!
l
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On Good Friday morning, Eamon Tierney arrived again
las usual, and on learning of the mdbiliéation for Sunday
Pe said he was not going back; if the fight was to be on
he wanted to be in it. In the course of conversation with
Tierney 1 learned that he originally came from either .
yonaghan or Fermapagh. His father was a Grand Master in

the Masonic Lodge in Ulster in either of these counties.
|
i
F

He said he worked in Lloyds, Shipping Agents, London.

e was a Presbyterian. He had been sent over fo Engiand

or education and had acquired fluency in twelve languages.

Having joined the Gaelic League in London for the purpose
#f learning the Irish language, he met nearly all the lads

previously referred to as staying in 19 Upper Sherrard St.,

and many other Gaels from Ireland. It was then, he said,

he realised he was an Irishman. Later he had Jjoined the

locgl Volunteér company in Lohdon, which was commanded by

Tichael Colling (later General Michael Collins).

On Good Friday I reported to Michedl O'Hanrshan that

ierney refused to return to London, and I think his

remark was:; '"Well, we can't deprive him, having done so

ST DR

uch, of taking part in the fight'. ~~Tierney fought during
éhat week in Church St., where, I have since learned, he
‘éave a very good account of himself. Piaras Beasley'knew
%im very well,
] On the Thursday of Holy Week I remember Charlie
%onaghan, Con Keating and Dan Sheehan calling to 19 Upper
%herrard St., where they had a long conversation with ALlf -
ﬁonaghan. They left after having g meal. I could tell
b% the look of Alf Moﬁéghan's face that they were on a
serious mission. That evening we were all very busy with
ckmpany parades and the repairing of equipment for the

\
general manoeuvres that were ta take place on the Sunday.

|
|
i
&
i
)
|
1
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.{I had been kept very busy with Michedl O'Hanrahan, buying
iequipment and storing it. In fact, ﬁe‘bought up everything.
iin the line of equipment from Lawler's of.Fownes St., Fallon's
%of Mary St., and the late P.J. Bourke's bf North Frederick St,,
1theatrical costumier. We left some of at Bourke's and

%also brought some of it to Mfchedl O'Hanrahan's house or
}had it sent there. There was another man, from whom we
Fought small arms and ammunition, by the name of Ross.

fle had a shop at Redmond's Hill. To the best of uy
%nowledge he was an Englishman. A meeting was held in \

!
0'Hanrahan's house on Friday night arranging for the

distribution of the arms and ammunition. The O'Hanrahan

on—

sisters were present at most of those conferences, and it

as arranged that they would be there all the time to

hand out arms, smmunition and equipment.

- _75——

On the Saturday I was busy preparing movilisation

|
|
%rders and delivering them along with Fergus McMenamin
who stayed in 19 Upper Sherrard St. as a member of my
Jompany. The purpose of these orders was to ensure there
%ould e a full muster at 'Df Company's parade on the
fbllowing day. Some of the lads in No. 19 were anxious
tF know if 1% was Just going to be a manoceuvie or a scrap,
wpich we could not 1l them. But there was nerve-tension
a%ongst the 1ot all the time. That night we had a sort
o? smoking concert in the house. It was a dry one too
bécause none of us drank at that time, I remember Harry
S%iels had been out most of the evening and all that night.,
Izthink he was on duty down in Liberty Hall.

l - | .

; On Sunday morning I proceeded to Father liathew Parkl
aﬁter Mass, held my parade, issued out arms and ammunition
toimost of the men who were not already supplied, and

carried on with my Sunday morning parade, dismissihg the
|
men about half-an~hour earlier than usual, with

ingtructions to parade outside the Hotel Russell that
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evenlng not later than 6 o'clock. There was great
discussion going on as a result of ah announcement that
|had appeared in the 'Sunday Independent' that morning,
signed by Professor Eoin MacNeill, calling off the
manoeuvres. In the absence of orders to the contrary

|
|
|

|I carried on and had just dismissed the company when
|

.:Tom Hunter, Battalion Commandant, and Thomas Slater

1and other battalion officers arrived from Father Mathew
iPark. We went back to the Pavilion and had a discussion,
iand Tom Hunter issued an order that the men were to be
ﬁemdbilised immediately. They were given orders not to

I - a 3
leave their houses or businesses without leaving word where
L

Fhey were to be found at a moment's notice. After the
@ismissal there was a lot of work to be done by myself,
ﬁergus McMenamin and one or tﬁo lads I was able to catch
?efore they went awéy, who gave a hand at writing out the

instructions and delivering them to all the members of the
|
dompany Paddy Moran, who was foreman of Doyle 2]

publlchouse, Phibsborough, was one of the first I got to

qhuck his job and go around to the different section
l
comnanders with the orders.,

|
|
i Having satisfied myself that all men were notified,

Iiwent back to 19 Sherrard Street where I was staying.
I\found great tension among the other men there. They

h§d all received similar instructions from their comparny

| .
c?mmanders. Harry Shiels of 'F' Company, 1st Battalion,

w%s out most of that evening and night, on special duty,

W% passed the time discussing MeNeill's countermanding order
aﬂd the news of the loss of the three lads, Charlie
Mobaghan, Dan Sheehan and Con Keating in Kerry, and the
ar%est of Casement. We remalned until fairly late that

night, dlSCUSSIHg all this, and having a sing- song to take

our minds off it. We retired to bed about 2 a.m., as we
i

feit that no orders would come through.
| 1
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|
; At about nine o'eclock on Easter Monday morning,
|

Harry Shiels came into the house, looking very tired.
T think he had been on duty in Liberty Hall. He told us
llall to get up. I asked him if he had any news. He said

&hat the only news he had was that he thought we were going
%0 be called out,
!
i While dressing, I happened to lecok out through the
Tindow and saw a member of the 2nd Battalion passing by on
% bicycle and going towards No. 2 or N4 Lr. Sherrard St.,
ﬁhere Tommy and Johnny O'Connor lived. I blew my

)

ﬁhistle to attract his attention, and he came hurrying to
|

the door. His name was Joe or Tom O'Rourke, His sister
|

was a nurse, and he lived near Clonliffe Road. I went

to the door and received him there. He informed me thsat

|
he had been looking for me all the morning, and had called

tg Lower Sherriff St. He handed me an order to mobiiise
my company for St. Stephen's Green by 10 a.m That order
W%S signed by Tom Slater, Adjutant, and Tomds MacDonagh.
Iiwas to report myself personally to Mfchedl O'Hanrahan

aﬁ 10 a.m. When I remarked that it was rather late to
r%ceive the order, it was then he explained that he had
s%ent a lot of time looking for me, and that the order

haﬁ bheen issued earlier.

I proceeded myself to St. Stephen's Green, and
reported to Mfchedl O'Hanrahan, Tom Slater and Tom Hunter
at!a small tobacconist shop beside May's music shop |
(st!

Stephen's Green, West), There were a number of 2nd

)
i
|
|
!
!
|
|
\
|
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attalion Headquarters officers there at the time.

-

b —

1fchedl O'Hanrahan ordered me to get a cab, take a few lads

AAéAA-

ith me, and go back to Sherrard St. and to his own house
in Connaught St., and collect any arms and‘ammunition

%hat were there. I suggested to him that‘I would
?omﬁéndeer a motor car, as it would be guicker, but he sgaid,
_ ?No?;that it waé likely to cause a commotion, and that the
ab would be less suspicious. ilotor cars at that time

ere very scarce,

I selected four Volunteers who were nearest at hand.

- Bt

$mong them was Peadar McMahon, now Secretary of the

#epartment of Defence, and who was then a Volunteer.

J

- took him into the cab with me, sent one man on a bicyple
n front, and posted the third and fourth at the rear.

had a double purpose in that. One was to help to get
he arms and ammunition out of the houses as quickly as

ossible, and the other. was for protection in the event of

T S

i hold-up. We proceeded to Sherrard St., where I
%ollected a number of cases, put them into the cab, and
éhen proceeded to Connaught St. Arriving at the corner
%f Connaught St. and St. Peter's Road, I noticed a large
Aumber of D.M.P. men. As this was very close to
O'Hanrahan's house, I decided to proceed straight ahead
without going near the house. I did not want to run the
nisk of creating a scene if there was any shooting, and

|

#osing the arms already in the cases, as well as what was

in the houss. I was also afraid of upsetting any plans

Qhat may have been made, if there was any shooting at this

|
ﬁtage.

We vroceeded through Fassaugh Lane and down Cabra
oad. When we arrived at St. Peter's Church, I saw Captain

im Sullivan of 'B' Company, 15t Battalion, standing there,

SR - SR - = R
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wiih a number of Volunteers, and I informed him that there
were arms and ammunition in O'Hanrahan's house, and that he
&as to try and collect them as soon as the police moved
away from the vicinity. J explained why I had not
éollected them myself, and he promised that he would iook

éfter them.

|
|

We then proceeded in the direction of Stephen's Green.
Arriving at the G.P.0. in ©'Connell St. at approximately
12,10 p.m. or 12.15 p.m., I saw Volunteers bresking the
windows from the inside, with their rifle butts, and Joe
?lunkett and other officers and Volunteers clearing the
érowd thaf had collected in front of the Post Office.

Agaﬁn, I had to do some thinking, Fearing that we might
?ot be able to get across town to Stephen's Green, with

bur arms, I consulted Peadar Mckahon about carrying on,.

?r going into the Post 0ffice. We finally agreed to

proceed to Stephen's Green.

We arrived at Stephen's Green without further

incident. I noticed that the Green was practically
éeserted, except for curiéus spectators. The gates of
the Green, facing Grafton Street, were closed, and .
Volunteers were inside, I proceeded into the Greeﬁ with
%he cab, and enguired for Michedl O'Hanrahan or Captain
Hunter, I saw the Countess Markievicz gpproaching,
?nd I advanced towards her. She gave us a greét welcome,
I enguired for Commandant O'Hanrahan, and told her my
&ission, and that I was .to report back to him. She told
¢ that we would have to stay where we were, as men, arms
gnd ammunition were badly needed there, but that she would
Have Comnandant ¢'Hanrahan notified. We unloaded the arms

dnd ammunition from the cab, and I remember paying the

cabman and letting him go.




|

r

|

}

gatekeeper's lodge, just inside the Cuffe Street gate of

35.

The Countess Markievicz brought me.along to the
!
%tephen's Green, where I saw Michael Mallon and other
officers, mostly Citizen Army. The Countess informed him
I
what I had brought, and it seemed to put him in very good

Humour.

|

| .

; I was then detailed to take charge of the street gate,
énd to get the men to dig trenches inside the gate.

One of the men I remember was Bill Partridge. I think he
ﬁas shot there, 1 was then told to proceed down to
Qeeson Street gate, and do likewise. In fact, my job

&as to look after the defence of the Green. I had
darrived in the Green about 12.30 p.m. or 1 p.m.

I went round to the different gate entrances into the
Green, and got the men to erect barricades inside and dig
trenches with the small number .of trench tools which we

had.

| I proceeded back to the lodge, and reported.

There were a number of Cumann na mBan girls in the 1odge;

making tea, of which I gladly partook.

|
! About 5 p.m., a number of Citizen Army men and
[ .

[
Wolunteers who had been holding Davy's publichouse at

ﬂortobello Brldge, fell back on the Green, a number of them
{
I

Jaking up p081t10n in thtle s publichouse at the corner

of Cuffe St. and Stephen s Green.

i I remained in charge of the party at Cuffe St.

g’te, inside in the Green, Several Volunteers and Fianns
Eys reported fer duty. Two of the Fianna boys stick

oLt in my memory. One wvas Tommj Keenan, a lad of about
tLelve years of age, and the other ﬁas a younger brother of

|
mine, Joey. On account of their age, I told them to go home.
I

Tommy Keenan who was very upset at being sent home, told me

thattha:waa not what I had always told him. Eventually,

I
tpey went away.
I
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Shortly afterwards, I began to hold up all cars and

bicycles that came along, including motor cars and cabs.

I got them to stop across the‘road, and I used them as a
Larricadé from Stephen's Green to the Hotel Russell.

&hile on this operation with members‘of'the garrison, I

%as surprised to see Mr, Larry Kettle arriving down Harcourt

$t. on a motor bicycle and side-car. He seemed very
!

indignant when he.was held up, and told to fall in,

Knowing Mr, Kettle as one of the old Executive who

had gone over to the Redmondites, I approacked him, and told

?im to get out. Jokingly I said, "I am glad to zee you
$re coming to join us'! He looked at me with a scowl,
|

|
and said he was not joining us. I told him I was afraid
he would have to. On searching his side-car, I discovered

? belt, with a holster, revolver and ammunition pough.
i

% asked him, if he Wag not going to join us, what was he
éoing with those in his car, to which I got’no reply.

%e was very dogged,rénd resented it when I told him I was
#aking him a prisonqr, and was handing him over to the
¢ountess Markievicsz. Having taken him out of the car
énd into the Green, I proceeded to one of the summerhouses
which was the headguarters of the Counfess. One of the
éscorts I had with me was the late Andy Dunne, a Citizen
Army man.- The welcome he received from the Countess was
very warm, She told me that she would look after'him,

and that I could go back to my duty.

; While I was handing over Kettle to the Countess,
I noticed young Tommy Keenan and my brother, Joey, hiding

|
vehind the Countess, I asked them why did they not g0 home

ﬁhen they were told, or how they got in there. They told
|

me they got in through York St. gafe. I informed the

. Countess that I had sent them home earlier, and she
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gmilingly remarked that 1

|
i
|
They were delighted.  OFf
!

useful for carrying despa
&e would not get through,

I
i
! While in the Green
|

Tom Donoghue, who was the
% member of the Citizen A
ﬁianna boy, also Citizen
Professor Liam ¢ Broin of]

also of Fianna and Citize

\ . . .
mentioned, Fianna and Cit

| Most of the people

\
eighteen men, if there we

officers and men of the C

' Between six and se

evening, the cars were re
i
I remenber one motor car
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could leave them there, and that,

if their fathers came along, I was to refer them to her.

4 1
course, they would be very

tches, and could get through where

, 1 remember seeing the late Fr.
n a piper in the Fianna band and
rmy, Christy Crothers, another
Army, Commandant Billy O'Brien,
Galway University, Joe Connolly,
n Army, Andy Dunne, already

izen Army.

I saw, I knew. During my

tour round the Green, examining the defences at the

various points, I noticed that there were not more than

re that many, most of whom were

itizen Army.

ven o'clock on Easter Monday
turning from Pairyhouse races.

breaking through and refusing to

halt. We opened fire on/ it, but did not succeed in

§topping it.
ﬁrison when he came in fo
Prior to that, we
were advancing along Camd

ttack on Jacob's. When

[ty)

to the Countess Markievic

I later identified the driver in Knutsford

r an identification inspection.

received word that British troops
en Street, as if to launch an
I had reported this information

Zz, Tom Donoghue and a Citizen

ﬁrmy man whose name I canpot remember, and myself

i
were ordered to proceed a
I . hY

long Cuffe Street. Just as we

reached Fanning's, the chandlers, we saw the head of the

i
|
|
I
i

British column at the Cuffe St. end of Wexforgd St.
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We lay down, and opened fire on them, wounding about

!hree of them, whom I saw falling. They seemed to scatter
in all directions. They wefé British "Tommies" being
%arched along Wexford St. We fell back on the Green then,
as we expected them to come down Montague St. and attack
us at Harcourt St;, but we got word that they had

returned to Wellington Barracks (npw Griffith Barracks).

They probabiy had been out scouting.

There was very 1little activity around the Green from

hen until dusk when I was ordered by Commandant Mallon

Bridge on reconnaisgsance. We remained in Leeson St.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

t
to take a party of three or four and proceed to Leeson St.
hig

or some time, and fell back on the Green again.

Commandant Mallon ordered me to take over Byrne's
publichouse and hold it, When we had taken it over, we
collected some provisions, such as, sugar, butter, etec.,
nd sent them into the Green. I remained there.until
bout seven o'clock on the following morning, that is,
fuesday. During the night, British troops had succeeded

n entering the Shelbourne Hotel from where heavy machine-

— @

un fire was coming in the direction of the Green.

—{

I reported back to Commandant Mallon in Stephen's

|
Green, Aa I was proceeding, a big burst of machine-gun

fire opened up, and I heard a voice telling me to take
%over guickly. I rushed towards where the voice came from,
%nd found there the Countess Markieviecz and Commandant
Tallon. While we were lying there, Comméndant Mallon
Iuggested that'I should take over Iveagh House and ereqt

|

8
defences. We discussed the guestion of taking it over,

- —

and the number of men I would require, He told me that

ﬁ‘_

they had taken over. the College of Surgeons during the night,
nd would have very few men to spare for Lord Iveagh's house,

told him I would require at least twelve men. He

——-—-._‘Hgggmgﬁf
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§aid he could not give them to me. I suggested to him
%hat ne should leave it alone, as we could not defend it,
.gnd it would be putting him in a false position. He

Fventuaily agreed,

| Commandant Mallon then ordered me to remove the
|
|

prisoners from the summer house and escort them to the
|

bollege of Surgeons. The prisoners were Larry Kettle, a
%.M.P. sergeant and a naval officer. I proceeded to take
kettle first, On our way to the College of Surgeons,

%e were fired on, on a few occasions, and each time a

*%Jufst of fire came, Kettle fell. I told him that, the

hext time he fell, I would make sure that he would not get
up. Arriving at the College of Surgeons, I put him in

the charge of Tom O'Donoghue (later Rev. Fr. Tom
O'Donoghue); a Citizen Army man, previously referred to, and

Commandant William O'Brien.

I returned to the Green, and was instructed by
ommandant Mallon to go around and make sure that nobody
as left behind.  There were three or four men at the

¢

errion Row gate, one of whom was the late Phil Clarke, 2

p-—A—a—a—

and I told them to fall back to the College of Surgeons.

proceeded to the Leeson St. gate. I had just left when

heard another burst of fire, Looking back to where the

= T S .

en were, I saw Phil Clarke lying on the ground, fatally

wounded. We pulled him into the shelter of some trees,

and I said -the Act of Contrition into his ear. I told

tyh €t wo Citizen Army men to return to the College of
r

ﬁurgeons and report to Commandant Mallon, that I would

Qroceed to Leeson Street and clear the men from that post,

I

Qn my way there, I saw a cab horse lying on the ground
| .

Whene i1t had been shot earlier that morning. Having

b
satisfied myself that there were no more men in the Green,

I
I proceeded to the College of Surgeons.
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|

|

|

!

‘ When I arrived there, I was ordered to proceed to
%he.roof of the College. There I found a nunber of -men
%eturning'the fire from the Shelbourne Hotel. The late
ioe Connolly (later Chief of the Dublin Fire Brigade)

ﬂad been appointed in charge of the roof party. Men kept

?oming on to the roof which happened to be flat on top.

%mong them was a man named Doherty. Just as he came on

ﬁo the roof, there was a burst of machine-gun fire, and

ﬁe was badly wounded. A nuniber of us succeeded in getting
%im off* the roof. An ambulance, which had been called to
éet Phil Clarke in the Green, arrived shortly afterwards,
énd while they were there, they took Doherty away.

éhey were given up for dead. (Later I saw Doherty in

| .
Frongoch, minus an ear and an eye). The firing was very,

?ery heavy. We entrenched ourselves around a balustrade

| .
there and kept returning the fire. At this time, there

I
ﬁas a number of men below, boring through the walls to
|

%ake an entry to the next building for the purpose of

establishing lines of communication.

| During that evening (Tuesday), I saw Joe Vize,

who was a member of my company, Matt and Joe Furlong,
&ho later held commissioned ranks in the National Army,
Tom Keogh, who later held rank as Major General in the
National Army and was killed in action in Xerry during
Jhe Civil War, Peadar McMahon, Professor Liam ¢ Briain
of Galway, Tommy Clifford, Christy McCormack, Captain
of the Citizen Army, one of the Poole's, Michaei Kelly,
C'Shea, Jim Joyce (all Citizen Army men who fell back

on the Winter Gardens).

I think it was on Wednesday morning that there

%as a sortie of Volunteers opt on bicycles. They had
%pparently come from the G.P, 0. apd, when passing Trinity
dollege, were fired on. One of them 'was wounded., I

|
ﬁhink he was Barney McCormack who belonged to my company.

\
[
i
f
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| Most of the day {Wednesday) went preparing our
|

defences and getting some of the men to rest. The Cumann
i :

ha mBan girls who were there were looking after some of

| ;

?he wounded and preparing food, which was very scarce at

the time. That evening, a number of men came from Jacob's

with provision, cakes, biscuits and bread.

|
| Word was received on Tuesday evening that Sedn

Connolly had been killed in the attack on the Castle.

I remember going up to the roof to try and get

|
|
|
I .
some of the men to come down and rest, including Joe
éonnolly, who refused to leave the roof. Commandant

i
lallon sent me back to tell Connolly that he was ordering

him off the roof, but he refused to come dovm.

On Wednesday, there was hot much except sniping,

and boring through. Also, there were scouts out

g

reconnolitring.

On Thursday evening'near dusk, a party was sent out

Tt DU _

nd proceeded towards Harcourt Street, as word had come in

P S

;hat British troops were advancing that way. Among the

roup was Margaret Skinnider. When they‘reached the

OG-

vanhoe Hotel, at Montague Street, the British troops

penéd fire on them, wounding Miss Skinnider, Both parties

[y Y N ES

‘ell back after this.

There was very little activity from then until
the end of the week, except returning fire on the British

garrison in the Shelbourne. Friday was somewhat

i

|imilar to Thursday.
|
|

On Thursday, Kettle was to be courtmartialled in

ct

he Géllege of Surgeons, and he sent Tom Donoghue and
|
Billy O'Brien to tell me he wanted me. Prior to this,

|

he had asked for, and had been given writing material, as

J
1
|
|
|
!
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|
|

! . .
ihe wanted to write his will. Having written his will,

Fhe got Tom Donoghue and Billy O'Brien to witness his
|

isignature,'and he handed it to me. I handed it over to

!Mal lon.

! On Saturday, at about 1 p.m., we got a report that
ithe G.P.0. was being evacuate&.-A Later that evening, we
got an order to cease fire, I was on the roof at the time.
I think it was one)of the Cumann na mBan girls who came
jalong with a white flag, There was a British army officer
with her. Most of the officerq were collected and told
that the G.P.0. had surrendered, and we were ordered to

lay down arms, or cease fire until something more

definite came along.

i Later that night, it was confirmed that Pearse had
|
1

surrendered, and we had been given orders to surrender

also. I don't know what negotiations went on after that.

|
I On Sunday morning, we were all assenmbled, and
'Pearse's letter was read out to us, that it was to save
ifurther bloodshed, that we had vindicated ourselves in
our protest. He poiﬁted out that some of the leaders
‘might be executed or sentenced to terms of imprisonment,

but that the remainder would be sent home.

I remember that there was pandemonium and protests.

'Some of the men got their rifles and smashed them -

inecluding Joe Connolly, A number of them started crying.

|
|
i We were asked to kneel down and say the Rosary,

thich we did. To my surprise, I saw the Countess

|
[Markievicz taking out a Rosary beads and reciting the

o ‘

|Rosary with the rest of us. She was not then a Catholie,
| .

jas far as I can recollect, although she used to come to

Mass with us when we camped at Belcamp and in the mountains,
| :

Eut I had never seen her with a Rosary beads.
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' After the Rosary, we were told to collect our arms,
élace them in the ground-floor of ihe College of Surgeogs,
énd wait for the British army officers to come and take our

surrender.

I remember going around and visiting the sentries
that we had posted. Peadar kicMahon came along with his
rifle, He said he was not surrendering, that he was
going over to Jacob's. He was followed by two or three

dthers.
i

About. two or three o'clock on Sunday afternocon,
ﬁwolBritish'officers arrived, with some N,C.O. s. One
éf the officers was a Canadian. The other was a kiajor
Wheeler, a brother of Surgeon Wheeler. - We were formed up
énd counted. There ﬁas a conversation between the
éritish officers and Countess Markievicz and Michael

Mallon. - Young Tommy XKeenan, whom I have already mentioned,

was among us when we were Tormed up, and I remember
i

‘Major Wheeler remarking, "You even have ‘babies fighting!".

He and the younger Fianna boys were .sent home, but Toimy
Keenan again refused to go. After checking up, we were
marched out of the College of Surgeons, and among the

3eqp1e who were looking at us was my friend, Mr. Kettle,
| :

; We were marched along Gréfton Street, Dame Strect
and into Dublin Castle. On the way to the Castle, there
&ere guite a number of people on the side-walks. Some
of them shook their fists at us, others cursed us, some
spat at us and some called us murderers and Germans.
I remember one British army N.C.O., who happened to be a

Dublin man, saying that. hanging was too good for us, that

we had shot his sister in North Tlng Street.
|
|

i
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. Arriving at the Castle, we were taken through an

iron gate entrance inside in the Castle, at the rear of
éhip.street Barracks. From there we could see a green

ﬁlot which had been dug up, and I remember the British N.C.O.
éaying that it was a grave dug up for us all. We remained

there for some time, and were then taken out again and

marched to Richmond Barracks (now Keogh Sguare).
|

. Arriving in the barracks, we were formed up, and

ﬁicked out in batches aﬁd sent into the gymasiwm,
és we were going into the gym., I noticed a nunber of
@etectives, including Hoey, Swmith, Love, Halley, Barton
énd Bruton. Our names were taken down by an N.C.0Q. as
ﬁe went in. Some of us were put to the 1eft,‘and others

fo the right of the gymmasium.

I was sent to the left, where I saw the brothers
Pearse, McDonagh, McDermott, Clarke, PFahy, Daly, Jdoe
McGuinness and practically all of the officers who were

sentenced and executed subseguently.
)

A sentry was walking up and down in the centre of
the floor, to keep the prisoners separated, that is,
the parties on the right from tﬁose on the left. As I
%as crossing the floor, Joe ilcGuinness advanced towards me
%nd said he was glad to sée me, as he had heard a rumour
in th? Four Courts that I had been shot or wounded,
while talking to Joe in the cenére of the floor, the
sentry came along and, thinking I had come from the right,

Hut me on the right and McGulnness back to the left.

While we were there, more prisoners kept coming in
gll the time, some being sent to the left, and others to
the right. A number of us were discussing what was g01ng

Uo happen when uhe party on the right was ordered to leave
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the building. We were marched out and sent to a barrack

room wvhere we were given a bucket of water to drink from.

f After some time, we wére marched outside to the

bquare, where everything was taken off us, including pocket
handkerchiefs, Rosary beads, etec., and wé were issued with
:a tin of bully beef between every two prisoners and some
fhard biscuitg. We were informed by a Lieutenant Barron,

who was a Dublin Jew, that we were being deported.

Vie were then marched to the North Wall and put
.into the hold of a cattle boat. I remember I got some
'life-belts, on which I lay down and fell asleep. I

, remembered no more until I found we had arrived in

‘Holyhead, Wales.

Before concluding my narrative on the Rising and our
foccupation of the College of Surgeons, I would like to
refer to the food situation, and to state that, during the

Lweek, we ;ived mostly on bread and tea, I think we got

soup on one or two occasions. On the Saturday prior to

. the surrender, we were contemplating the execution of a

Fhorse, which was in a stable at the rere of the College

. ! of Surgeons, in order to provide food for us. We also

' got supplies of biscuits during the week from members of

Cumann na nBan who brought them from Jacob's.

; I should have mentioned that there was a force of
. British troops stationed in the United Services Club
. from about Thursday, and that they were continually

sniping at us.

We were all formed up, and despatched to various

detention barracks in England.

| Signed: :.e—-._/dn-m%

Date: BUREAU 132]

" Witness:; @w Connncll BURO STAIRE M1LEATA 1913-27
r (Inveskigator). _ No. W.S, Lé 0




