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~: STATEMPNT BY DARIFL WEALY,

2 Upper Panorama Terrace, Sunday's Hell,
= CORK,

T am a native of Cork City where I joined the Irish Veolunteers
in the year 1915. At that time there wae only one Battalion 1n-
the fity. Yy particular Company was known as "D" Company. It
ccmprisad,z_lppmimtely, sixty members, divided into four sections.
The Nompany covered({roughly) the area on t?he north bank of the
river Tee, extending westwards from St. Pa;ltrick'a Bridge and
ineludine ;ilnekpool, Fair Hi11, Rlarney Séreet and the large rural

area adjoining.

e ; vor about a month or six weeks prior to Easter Veek, 1916, we
- used sleep in the Volunteer Hall, Shaa.rea, Streot, Cork, vhere wo

wore on rotational armed puard duty at ht't.emla during that poriod.

" Faster Sunday, 1916, the Cork Citll.y Battalion paraded at
fheares Street and marched tc; Caprell ru:j'lll\my station in the City
and thence by train to Crookstowm in Hes:t Cork. About fifteen men
from our section of "D" Company were present of whom T was one.
Pefore leaving the Volunteer l'all each n?'!an was armed with a rifle and

ammmnition. Ve also carried, on instructions, two days' rations.

On arrival at Crookstowm, we detm?inad and marched, via Beal na
9lath, to Mecroom. Fn route, we met alparty of Volunteers from the
3rd Rattallon (South-test Cork)., These men were armed with shotzuns
and pikes. From “roockstown we were foilllowed for scme miles hy a
few R.T.C. men on bicycles. An order _ltms glven to all Volunteers
v R to "line the ditches". Seeing this, t.;'ha R.I.C. apparently realised
- that discretion wvas the batter part of .;valuur, because they hurriedly

Aisanpeared.
!



'We arrived in Yacroom at about 4 p.m. on thst Paster Sunday,
where, after soms time, we were lined up in the main atreet and
told that we were to return again to Cork. Ue d1d so, by train
from "acroom; Ye then marched in a body to the Volunteer hall,

Sheares Street, vhere w were dlsmiased,

Later in Taster Veck, 1916, T attended, with other Volunteers,
at Sheares Street Hall vhéra. by a majority of those present, it
was agreed to hand over our arms for safe keeping to the Lord Hayor
of Cork at that time - Butterfisld -~ by arrangement between
faptain Mekie, representing the British ¥Mllitary Aut,horit:lés in
fork, and the Jord Yayor. Ouite a number of the Volunteers present
refused to hand up their arms: in fact, of the fifteen men of our
section of "D" Company, only one did give up his gun. The remainder
of us kept our weapons vhich, I might add, were later used in the
1920-1921 period.

So far as 1 can remember, it was early in the year 1917 vhen
T became a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. The Qath
was administered to me by Donmchadha lMacleilus, a Donegal man, then
a fNork Volunteer. This was the same MacPeilus who created a
sensation on 11th Novenmber, 1918, when he escaped from Corif gaol
while avaiting trial on the charge of shooting a policeman who,
with other R.I.C., had come to his (MNacNeilus') house to arrest

him.

Said_on Crammar School, Cork.

In September, 1917, a very -successful raid for arms was
carried out at night on the Grammar School, Sydney Place, off
Patrick's %ill, Cork. In this achool there was an officers!
training corps for young Protaestants. Rifles for tralning purposos
vere astored there, About twenty of cur lads took part in the raid



which resulted in the capture of mbout thirty rifles. T did
not take part in the actual raid; in fact, T was on scout duty
(unarmed) in the vicinity of the VhitesCrose road to give
wvarning of the préaenca of police or military, There was no
interferencs by any enery forces on that occasion, The guns
were safely removed to a temporary hiding place. About a week
later, I assisted in thelr removal by pony and trap to the
Mlogheen and Lehena districts ocutside the city. To the beat of
my knovledge all those Volunteers who took part in the Grammar

School raid were wembers of the I.R.B. in Cork City.

In the early months of the year 1918, the Cork City Battalion
was divided into three Battalionms. Later {1 cannot say when,
exactly) the 3rd Battalion was disbanded and msrged with the lst
and 2nd. Mur section of the old "D" Company then became known as
“C" Company, lst Rattalion, with Fred Murray as Company Captain
and Christy McSweeney snd Dan Foley as Lieutenants. Not lomg
aftemrda,gsﬂé%.‘unay wvas apnointed Commandant of the lst Battalion,
Christy McSweney was elected Company Captain and Hick Bowles and
myoelf were appointed lst and 2nd Iieutenants, respectively. Ve
had fram fifty to sixty men in "C" Company. Ve still had our
riflaes from Paster Yeek 1916 and, also, a few revolvers. Ue drilled,
at times, in the open country and in the Sinn Féin hall, Blarney

Street, where wo paraded once a week,as a rule,

Turing the year 1918, Company organisation and gemeral
training comprised the greater part of our activities, This year
saw the failure of the attempt by the British "overnment to
enforce conscription. This attempt had the effect of increasing

- the numerical strength of the Cor}cr-‘.!_o].unteem very considerably.
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Yhen 1t t’aﬂe-d, many of the recruits who joined ocur ranke becams
lukewarm in their alleglance and eventually dropped out altogether.
Their places, however, were filled by boys who were then reaching

their manhnod.

December 1918 saw the feneral Election which resulted in an
overvhelmine defeat for the Irish Parliamentary Party under the
lead=rship of John Redmomd. Sinn Péin candidates in Cork, as in
the majority of comatitusncies in the country, wers successful over
their Redmonite oppoments. The Cork City Voluntsers wore
actively engaged canvassing, stewarding meetings and helping generally.
the cause of the two Sirn Péin candidates, Liam de Rolste and
J.J.Walsh, Clashes between Volunteers and the ex-British soldier
element were of frequent occurrence during the eloction campaign.

On one such occasion, a British ex-soldier was wounded in the arm

hv a revolver chot, fired by a member of "C" Compony.

Ye had at this time been making canister borbs under the
directions of TNom 0'Sullivan who had a imowledge of chemintry.
These crude bomhs were made in the homee of some members of cur
Company. Slugs for shotguns wore alfo made and a quantity of pikes
vare mnuf"aqtu_red in the forge owned by "Pa” Mofrath {the latter was

Lord Nayor of. Cork in 1956).

) The early-mnths of the year 1919 satr an increase in Company
activities. An auctioneer's stores in Copley Strest, Cork, vhere
a number of military bicycles ware being held for auction, was
ralded and ths bieycles taken away. Income Tax offices were burned
down and raids for arms on private houses of lmoun loyalists wore

carried out.
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Abortive attempt to attack Killeagh Camp,

Tn July, 1919, an unsuccessful effort was made to attack
and cavture the military garrison at Killeagh Aerodroms, County
Cork. The attemmt was wmae 4n conjunction with Volunteers of
the Ath (Fast Gork) battalion, in whose area Killeagh was.

On the night in question "Pa" Kurray, ¥ick Bowles, Tomny Dennehy,
Ned nallaghan, William Lynch, Christy VeSweeney, all from "C"
fompany, and wmyself, left on bikes for Killeagh asrodroms. Ye
were armed with revolvers; in fact I carried Terry MeSwiney's
revolver in aldition to my om. He was in charge of the o‘paration
and was to follow us later to Killeagh by motor car. About a half
a dozen Volunteers from each of the Companies of the 1lst Battalion

also went to Xilleagh that night.

tn took up attacking positions in the vici-nity of the
garodrame and walted the arrival of Terry McSwiney. We walted
until the early hours of the morning but Terry failed to turn up
and, as & result the joh was called off and we returned to the
city. Tt transpired, afteruards, that the dMver of the motor car
3 which YeCwinoy was being brought was pdsdirectsd on inquiring
the road to the aerodrome and, as a result, failed to make contact
with us. |

Mout the begirming of February, 1920, we received word that
police were raiding the home of our let 1ieytenant, Michael Bowles,
at Mopgheen., Tt was early i{n the morning when word reached us.

A party wvas horriedly pot topether and proceeded singly on foot
;&J/]‘ﬁgmt 13 miles west of the City. "Pa" Murray, "C" Company

Captain, vas in charge of our group which censisted of -



Christy McSweeney, Tommy Nennehy, Mick Lynch, Sterhen Mclweeney,
Jorry Nennehy, i1lie Deasy and myself. e were all armed with
revolvers. VYhen we arrived on ths scene the raid was over and
the police were waking their way towards Blarmey. Ve tried to
intercept them hut they had <ot too mich of a start. Howover,
wo saw thenm and opened fl=e with revolvers, but wv were too far

A4stant to be effective.

In the bagirning of 1919, Christy McSweeney resigned the
captainey of "C" Company and "Pa" Murray was elected in his place.
T resiegned as 2nd Lieutenant and Mchael lcSwecney replaced me.

As a result of the raid on his house Mchsel Bowles found he could
no longer act as lst lieutenant and Jerry Dennchy was promoted Lo

that nosition.

Farly In 1920, practically the whole of "C" Company was engaged
watchine the cominps and goinge of the R.I.C. and Black and Tans at
the variocvs barracks in our district. Particuler attention was
paid to civilians seen to be entering or loaving barracks. Reanorts
on these activities were forwarded to the Battalion Intelligence

Officer.

Shooting of R.I.C. Sergeant Garvey and
Constable Harrington.

s received instructions early in May, 1920, that Sergeant
rarvey of the R.1.C., stationed at Lower Road Police Barracks, Cork,
vas to be shot at sight. 1 have a suspicion that Garvey was to be
shot for his part in the wurder of Tomds McCurtain, Lord Hayor of

Cork, in the early hours of the 20th larch, 1920.

_ e
Nn the night of 12th May, 1920, nine men from "&" Company,under
the command of "Pa® Murray,went to the vicinity of the barracks at
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Lovor Woad armed with revolvers, Tt was lmown that, at a certaln
hour tf;é“é night, three RTI:G. men left barracks and Carvey was

one of the three. The police then boardaed a tram for the City

at a tran atém on the opposite side of the road to the barracks.
Mur plans wore that some of ocur men would take the tram to Tivoli,
returring on tha came tram with the intention of meeting the R.Il.C.
mon as the lattar boarded the tram at the Lower Rozd. Two more of
our men, pretondine to be lovers, stood at a blank wall opposite
the barracks. These latter would join in the attack when the
fiving commenced., The remainder of us were here and there near
the tram stop. CFverything turned out according to plan. {arvey,
aceommanied by Nonstables Harrington and Doyle, left the barracks
at the usual time and stood on the opposite side of the road
walting for a tram to the City. The tram duly came along and,

as the policemen made to board it, revolver fire was opened on
them by our party. farvey and Harrington fell dead. Doyle was

severely wounded,

The following members of "C" Commany took part in the
affalr :- "pat Yurray, Jerry Nennehy, Martin Nonovan, Leo Aherne,
‘carret Myrphy, Nom Sullivan, Mick Bowles, Willle Deasy, Billy Lynch
and myself. A Volunteer named Jerry lahoney acted as guiie for
us on the occasion, as we were not too well acquainted with the

particular district,

Cn tha nipght following the shooting of t‘.arvey,. it was
anticipated by the Pricade that the enemy would make an attempt
to sheot Terry MeSwiney {who had succeeded Tomds McCurtain as
Lord ¥ayor of Cork) by way of a reprisal. A fully armed puard of

seventeen men from "C" Company was placed inside MeSwiney's house
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in Sumday's Vell, Cork, to repel any attack. "Pa" Murray
was in charéa of the party. Ve were armed with rifles,
revolvers and bombs. "he éxpected attack did not, however,
take place. The arms for the guard were brought from
Clogheen to the city by horse and butt (eart) driven by

Per Boxles, sister of Mick Rowles.

fopntime in the month of April, 1920, Tommy Dennehy,
Stephen YeSweenay, Jinm Aherne and my9elf, were in the vicinity
of Mllons Cross. Ve were armed with revolvers. Dillons
Tro3as 1a about two hundred yards from '1*.he main military barracks
in Cork than ¥nown as Victoria Barracks (mow Collins barracks).
A acldier roing to the barracks came from the city on a motor
bievele, Ae he came near me I put ve my hand, whereupon he
accelerated. As he paséed Y grabbed one of the handlebars of
the bike, twisted it and knocked him off. Two other Volunteers
‘named Iiam and Jerry 0'Callaghan proceeded to take away the
bicycle. Just then, another soldier came on the scene again
riding a motor-hicycle. Seeing his comrade in trouble he pulled
up. I pointed my revolver at him and told him to clear off,
Ho A4 so, makine for the barracks at top speed. Very shortly
afterwards a lorry of-armed military left Victoria barracks
aprarently to capture us, Ve had, however, made ocur escape.

Mar chject was to capture a motor bike for use by the Brigade.

Attack on Mamev R.J.C. Barracks,

Oo the evening of lst June, 1920, the R.I.C. Barracks at
Rlarney, County Cork, wes attacked by Volunteers of the lst and
6th Battalions, Blarney i1s sbout six mlles west of Cork City.

A Yarpe protective party of men from the 1lst and 6th Battalions



was emploved hlocking r;)ada and cutting telephone commnications
leading to Blarney. About a hundred men of "C" Company took
part in this operation. Three of our men, vig. "Pa" Yurray,
Wartin Nenoven and lso Aherne took part in the actual attack.
Yotor caro were commandeered from the Universal Motor Company,

Cornmarket Street, Cork, hy Christy HcSweeney and J.J. 0'Connell

of our Company.

As a result of the attack, the barracks was evacuated by
the U I.C. on the following day. The building was then burmed
" hy the local T.R.A. Company %o pravent its re-occupation by
enemy forces. I was not engaped in the actual operation in

question, hence I carmot pive details,

Attack on King Street R.I.C. barracks,

On the avening of the lat Julv, 1920, the R.J.C. Barracks
at King Street (now McCurtain Street), Cork, was attacked by
_ revolvers and an exploded mine by men from the 1lst Battalion.
Pive men from "C" Company took part in the attack. Immediately
prior to this occurrence T and another "C" Company man, either .
Tommy Nemnehy or Stephen McSwreney, were on scout duty in the
nelpghbourhood. The attack could be termsd a success, inasmch
as the police svacuated the building very shortly afterwards.
As T 41d not take part {n the actual attack I cannot glve further
detajla,

Shooting of Nivisional Coumissioner Smyth,
R.T.C.

M 17th July, 1920, T was told by "Pa" Murray to report to

the Sirn ¥éin Hall, North Main Street, and to bring a revolver.
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The rmurpose was to shoot Coleonel Smyth, Mvisional Commlssioner
of the R,I,C. Smyth had previcusly served in the British

Army and had lost an arm in the first world war. He was appointed
to the R.I.C. early in June, 1920, and,in the course of a tour

of certain R.I.C. barracks ir County Kerry, had incited the police
to shoot &t sight versons suspected of having Sinn Féin
syspathies. At Listowel on 17th June, 1920, he ordered the
R.I.C. to hand over thelr harracks to the military and to transfer
fwith the exception of three who were to remain to act as puldes
for the soldiers) to different stations in the district. He
then addressed the police instructing them, inter-alia, "to shoot
ant shoot with effeet” any civilians who might not immediately
obay a "hands up” order. As a result of Smyth's inflamatory
remarks five R.I.C. emstables resignod in listowsl., Flsewhere
in ¥erry, Smyth repsated his inciterents to smurder and when he
came to reside for a while in the County ciub on the South ¥all,
Nork, early in July, 1520, the Brirade decided that an attempt

should he made to shoot him.,

The Countv Club, the resort of landed families and high
military officora, had a loynl staff, consequently our Intelligence
derartment had difficulty in making contact with any member of the
staff until, at last, a youns waiter in tha Club agreed to
co-operate. Thereafter the names of British officers, military
ant police who stayed at, or visited, the Club were known to cur

Intellicence Service.

flolonel “myvth was staying there during the first fortnight
of Juny, 1920, Thios information wias conveyed to the Brigade,
W(Jua 13 iy
and 1t was dacied to shoot him on =iy Morning, the 36bhk July.
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However, he packad his hags that day and annocunced his intention
of goinp away for the week, so that the arrangements for shooting
him fel) through. He returned wnexpectedly the following
Saturday avening and, on receipt of this information, the following
members of oﬁ'i- 1st Rattalion were hastily mobilised for the Sinn
Péin hall in Xorth Vain Street, Cork, on the night of 17th July,
1920 t~ "aniel ("Sando")} NDonovan, Jack Culhane, Cornelius
f'2u)1ivan, Sedn O'Nonoghue, J. J. 0'Connoll and myself.  All were
armed with revolvers. In addition, there were present Leo Aherns,
"Fa’ *urray snd #artin Nonovan., The latier two were detailed for
arzed scout duty outside the Gounty Club, while Loo Aherne was to

be on duty in the hall of the Club.

fbout. 10 p.m. on the night in question, the six of us went
into the County Nlub and down a passage to the lounge which we
entered with drawn revolvers. Cmyth was seated with ancther man -
fountvy Tnapector Craig of the R. I.C. ~ in a corner of the lounge
in which there ware abont twelve other people. Ye lumedlately
opened fire, killine Smyth and woun_ding Crzig. Smyth tried to draw
his revolver when he saw us entering the lounge but without avail.,

*a then left the premises and got safely away.

On the following nirht, an armed guard was mounted in the
house of Noctor .John Fitzgerale® in Rlarney Road, Cork, where
Terry YeRfwiney was staying. Tt was feared that the British would
attenpt. to shoot Terry as a reorisal fo;- Smyth, The guard |
corprised sixteen men of "C" Company with "Pa" Murray in charge.
Yothine, however, transnired. The expected reprisal did not

rnaterialise.

Fidnanning of Constable Ryan, R.T.C.
Tate in the month of Ncvomber, 1920, we recelved information

from our Intelligence Service that a senior military Intelligence
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‘of ficer wwmld attend ¥ass on a certain Sunday in St. Patrick's
Church, Manmire, Nork, accompanied by an Intelligence Officer
from Nork Barracks, Ve were instructed to kidnap this officer

and hand him ovar to the Bricade.

In comparv with Jack Mulhane, Pripgade Intellirence Officer,
fornelius 0'Sulldvan, T.J. O'Connell and Peter Iynch, I waited
outsido the “hurch. Ve were armed with revolvere. After Mass
we paw Constshle Cawroll n.nd- his companion leaving with the
crowd of people. We held up both of them with ravolvers.and
then releascd Carroll, taking eway by motor the other man who.
wva thousht, was the Military Intellipence Officer. It subsequently
transnpired that the man we had taken away was & Constable Ryan

and not the poraon we sought. FPyan wvas later released unharmed.

Tn the latter part of 1920 an attemnt was made by Jerome
"ullané, Fumphrey Rarry, Stephon McSweeney, Joe Porrestal and
myaelf to arrest a epy in Ularney Street, Cork. /e heard he
was 4in a public-house in that street and when we entered he saw
ue and mado his escape out the back of the premises. e fired

a few ravolver shots at him but failed to hit him,

<4nce Septembor, 1920, we had established a kind of Company
armed camp in the Clogheen district. Here men 'on the rum’'
glept at nipht in hayshods, roturning to work during the day.
About this time, the Auxiliaries had arrived in Cork. Ve were,
an different occasions, fully armed, with a machine gun, to

attack them but they 4id not come our way.

Tn the bepinning of 1921, we were unlucky to lose a machine-
pun and ammmition as the veeult of an enemy raild on Mick Rovles!

house ant land at flosheen. Marla Bowles, a sister of Vick's,
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tried to save the u;achine gun, but was taken priscner while
doing 80. The gun was intended for use with a Flying Column
then being orpanised. In the same raid was captured .
corrresponde-nce and coplies of Orders issued to British Military:
these had been obtained by us from a map nemed Conroy who was
confidential secretary to the 0/C., 17th Infantry Brigede in
Cork. Az a result of thie capture Conroy was dischaf-ged from
his pesition and we lest on= of our most valuable Intelligence

Qfficers,

I.P.A. wrisoners ravdersd at Ballyeannon,

th the 21at ¥arch, 1921, six men “rom "C" Company, while
2slesp in farm outoffices at Rellycannon, County fork, were
surprised by o ra-J.dﬂn;: party of R.I.C. and Rlack & Tans and
wrutally shot and Kl1led. I attach cape of affidavits made by
the Awolleret of the ho;sse on whose farm they were shot and in
vhose rhed ther rwere slneving when captured, The doctor, who
asvhsequently examined the bodies, furnished an affidavit a copy

of which, =lsa, ia attached.

In commection with this trapic occurrence, it rust be
recorded that, someshort time previously, another member of “C"
fownany, nemed Fatrick Tommors, vwho had been in Ballycannon with
the other hors (vhc were subsequantly ¥illed) was, himself,
arrested hr the Rlack and Tans while ecarrying arms and conveyed
to tha Pridewm]l in Cork. Tlater we learned that while he was
ir costody ha irformed on his comrades in Pallycannon with the
traric result T hew montionnd, (onnors eventually got away to
Tnpland and later ¢~ Yaw York. Onha year later he was shot in
Few York and died of woonds in circumtances which I will

describe.
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Formation of Cork City Active Service Unit.,

¥arly in April, 1921, an Active Service Unit was formed
in “ork. At first it comprised twelve men f{rom the lat
Rattalion area with myself in charge. After a period of three
or four woeks, the arrangement was altersd and the Unit
coneisted of six men fron the 1at Fattalion and six from the
2nd -Battalion. Sedn Twomey was 0/C. and later "Pa" Murray.
The pan wers on wholetima duty in the city, thelr object being
to attack anv enermr forca3d at every opportunity., As an
instance, I wil) refar to a bomb atteck on a lorry of military
by Yichael Rarry and myself and a raid on the premises of
¥assra. Haughton, Cork, where timboer bridms (to cover road
trenches) were being made for use by the enemy. In this case

we compelled the workers to break up vhat bridges thoy had made,

Shooting of ¥cMahon - a Spy.

Tt was, so far as T can remsmbar, in June, 1921, when we
received instructions from the Srigade to aﬁst and executa a
civilian spy by the name of Meifahon. Ve pleked hiwm up as he
was roinz to work and took him out to the country in a two-

vhoaled ceh, He was shot by members of the Active Service Unit.

Teneral attack on Barracks.

On 2h4th June, 1921, the Bripade ordered a general and
similtaneous attack on all barracks in Cork City and suburbs.
These attacko, all timed for 7 o'clock in the evening, were of
the 'hit and run?® variety. Vs had neither the weapons nor

ammnition for a sustained attack.

M the evening 4in cuestion liam Callaghan, Stephon McSweeney

and mysel? commandeeved a motor from Yossrs, Johnson and Perrots!



15.

parage and, with P. Lynch driving, proceeded at the appointed
- ¢4me towards the North Abbey Barracks. Our party (except the

driver) was armed with revolvers and bombs.

As we passed slowly by the barracks we noticed two Rlack and
fans in a seat by the riverside outside the Sarracka. 1 threw
out mv homb and we 'oponed up' with revolvers, A short distance
further on we saw another 'Tan' on whom we fired. e then
‘drove on. In the course of the firing I suffered a slight wound
on the hand and knee from the fire of one of my comradss. We
proceaded by car cut on to the Herry Pike road whore we left the
motor, Ve then ueﬁt on foot to Flarmey where I had the wounds

dressed,

Just prior to the Truce of July, 1921,1 was one day in the
cafd, ovned by the wife of Sedn Hegarty, Rrirade O/C. at the
corner of Niver ”iunkett Street and Marlboro! Street, Cork, vhen
T was irnformed by a Rattalion Officer that Patrick Conmnors, the
Bpy¥, to whom I have previously referred in commection with the
murder of our lads at Rallycannom, Qaa in London and that he was
to collect a letter at Hammersmith Post Nffice on a certain
date, This knc;wledge came to light as a result of information
in a letier to his drother. 1liam 0'Callaghan and I were to go
to London and sho;:t Comnors when he arrived at Hammorsmith

Pogt Nffice.

Tiam O'Callaghan and I set ocut for Blarney that evening and
on the followingz day left by train for Dublin. As instructed,
we contacted Michael Firwan in Parmell Street, Mublin, and,
throush him, wa got in touch with Wichael Collins who gave us a

note for Sam Maguire in London. Ve arrived in London on
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so,&,'\)"' _
T Muly, 1921, where we mot Sam Maguire who, in turn, passed

us on to Sedn Flood. For about ten days we waited in the
vicinity of Harmersmith but failed to see Connore, e then

deeided wa had missed him and we returned to Cork.

Shogtine of Patwick Connors in New York.

The facts which T am abogt to relate occurred about
thirty-five vears ago, cénseqn.;ently, as I kept no diary, the
names of a4 number of persons T met and the dates will have to

be omltted, or, in the latter case, will be approximate dates

conly. I will relate events as I remember them and in doing so

may not do sufficient justice to those other men who were with

me.

In late Aupust, 1921, T was in Ambrose's publichouse at
Yood Street, Tork, with Martin Nonovan and Billy Iynch of "C"
c::mpany.. There was another present whose nmame I cannot recall.
AL that time, I did not take alcoholic drinks. On leaving the
rremises, “artin Nonovan called me to one side and told me he
had a !'job' for me without mentioning what it was. Knowing Martin,
as T 4id, I just said "Ckay".

About three weeks or 50 later, "C" Company had a training
camp at. K11lard, near Ballycarmmon, County Cork. I was there,
and one day "Pa" Yurray informed me th;nt I had been chosen by the
Prirade to go to America to shoot the informer, Patrick Connors,
then lmown to be 4n New York. "Pa" also sald that there wore
certain objections to my going, as 4t .uas' fear=d that odlitary
overations would again commence and that I would be wanted here

at home. T was O/C. of the Active Service Unit at the tima.

Some short time afterwards I was told by Martin Donovan



that the guestion of poing to New York to shoot Connors was
tput up' to him and he was ‘asked to take any other man he 1iked,
P13 answer was "T have asked for Danny Healy, and any other

man you pive me will be your cholce."

Some time subsequent to this Martin Donovan and T were
interviewsd by members of the Rricade who told us about our job
and pave us general instructions, such as the names we were to
adopt when travelling, the contacting of Hichael {ollins and such-
Yike. T rmight add here, that the information as to Connors'
whereabouts waa contained in a letter received by Teddy Courtney
{now Manager of foras Iomrair Fireamn) from a lady friend of his

in Few York. Ve met Teddy Courtney in Cork.

Martin Nenovan and T went to Nublin and, aftor a cmsideraSIG
time, succeeded in contacting iﬁck Collina, It wae decidad that
Karf.ir; and T should travel with c.::iltm and his party, who were
tﬁen poing to London 4n connection with the Truce negotiations.
Prem my eomversations with Colline T gothered that our business in

New York had the sanction of G.H.O.

Vhen wa arrived in London T applied for a passport to America
representing myself as "“Thamas O'Dwyer of 14 Fiigh Street, Fewry,
founty Nown", and saying T was going to America on a holiday. I
had no trouhle getting my passport. later on Famonn Broy
accompanied me to the American ¥mbhassy where my visa was fixed up.
Martin Nonovan had not the eame luck as T had, as his application
for a passport was not granted, even though he tried in several

passport offices in different parts of Fnegland.

1"hile we were in Tondon we ware joined by "Fa" Murray who was

added to our varty of tvo. He also falled to 'get through' the
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passport offices, Fventually, through a London I.R.A. man

named Shanghan,"Pa" did succeed. I believe that Shanahan bribed
scme British officlal to secure the necessary pasaport. As for
Martin "Nonovan, he hoarded a liner in Liverpool and crossed to
Yew York as a stowavay. VWhen T was on board the "“5.35. Aquitania"
on which T salled from Scuthampton, T saw Shanahan on the gquayside
and with him the late Joe Sullivan who was,subsequently,. hanged
for the shooting of Tield Marshal Sir Henry Wilson. The funds

for onr Few York venture were supplied by General Headquarters.

The Aate was shout 4th Pebruary, 1922, when I reached
America. T impediately pot in touch with filbert Vard, a
nrominent official of the Irish Self-Dotermination League - I am
not sure if this is the correot title - in New York. I gave him
‘s note of introduction from ¥ichael Collins and told him (VYard)
of wmy wission. Soon afterwards I contacted Miss Conway, the lady
who had heen corresponding with Teddy Courtney in Cork and who had
reforred to Nonnors beinr in New York. She pave me all the
information she had relatinz to Connors and told me that he worked
in Altman's store, a big war?house with, I bellave, British

comnections.

Y was In Few York about a fortnight or three weeks before
*artin Nonovan arrived. Irn the meantime, T was doing a bit of
scouting on my own account in an attempt to locate Connora, but

my efforts proved Truitleas,

foon after Martin's arrival “Pa;" Kurray came along and the
three of us set ocut to watch Altman's. One evening about
6 o'clock when Altman's workers were going home, "Pa" spotted
Connors leaving the store with the others. Ve followed him for

a short distance but loat touch with him. thether or not he
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recopnised anvy of u3, on that occasion, I cannot say, but, it
was sipnificant that we never again saw him at Altman's,
2lthourh we kept a comstant watch on the place. Tater it was

reported in the American press that he had left his jJob.

At this point in ry narrative I would refer to a conversaticn

T had with Meck Collins 4n Mublin before wa set cut on the job.

T remember Collins saying that he had "some very good men in New

York". By this I took him to mean that wa would be afforded

everv asglstance vhen we got there. In fact, the contrary was

_the case: 3indeed we could not get a wan to drive a car for us,

. There were, however, two exceptions, one a man from Derry named
M11lins and one other who gave us the greatest possible help; his
name was Jimmy Fagee. He was, I think, a nmative of Nundalk or
Nrogheda, and was Secretary of the Ship Engineers' Unien in Rew
York. FWis home was always open to us at any time of the day or
night. Fe provided us with revolvers and ammunition and,
remerally speaking, was of invaluable assistance during our stay

in America.

Martin Nonovan and I secured 'digs' in Lexinston Avenue,
Yew York. I carmot say whéere 'Pa' Marray stayed but we met each

day bv appointreent.

T wish to stress here that all the time we were looking for

" information as to the vhoreabouts of Conmors, but I quite forget
the detaila; suffice to say I remeuber petting what turned out to
be a brainwave when I sugrestsd going to Commors' old 'digs'! at
nioht, where, with a bit of luck, wo might be fortunate encugh

to get his new address. (Ye had been given his old address bofore

leaving Treland). We were lucky as we got the new address.
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A few nighte later, when keoping watch on the new addresa,
T 'ran into' Frank Connors a brother of Paddy's (our man). We
then knaw we were on the right trall. Ve kept & constant watch
on the block of flats where Paddy fConnors lived with Ms brother
and saw him leave the house on succreding nights. Ve noticed
that evary night wo saw him leave ths ‘house he went in a different
direction. On one occasion we tralled him, Martin and 'Pa’ going
one way but I, anticipating his move, went in gnother dirsction
and came almost face to face with him on the footpath. I was
unarmed on this coccasion, as ware 'Pat and Martin., However, I

kent track of Tonnors and saw him pgo in the direction of a cinema.

A week or so later - it was Holy Thursday night, 1922, and
almost a year exactly since the Ballycannon mrders ~ wo were
vatehing Connors' place., lie wers armed with revolvers supplied
by Jimmy Magee., VMartin Donovan and I were standing together
diagonally aceross from Connors! house in 83rd Street, 'Pa'! Murray
and Mllins were further up near 84th Street. We saw Connors
come out and walk along 83rd Street in the direction of Central
Park ¥est. ‘hen I saw him take this turn I told Martin to tell
Pa' and Mallins to go dovm 84th Street oo that they would
vrohably reach Cantral Park West before Sonnors did. I would
follow him from behind. As T anticipated, Connors turned dowm
in the direction of Bhé.h Street, but he reached the corner before
Pat, ¥artin and YWllins, and, looking in their direction, hs. saw
and recomised them. Immsdlately he crocsed the road te the
blank wall which runs along Central Park at that point, all the
time ruffing furiously at a cigarette and keeping 'Pa', Martin and
Mullins wnder observation. He was not aware that I was following

him' from behind, He continued on the same sidewalk until he waa
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fust ommosita B5th Street,

fis can well be inagined a big rurber of pecple had gathered,
but, at a respectable distance from us. I felt that I had no
chance of escape until Martin Donovan said to me, "Run for it,
Nammy, run”. T walked casuvally to the nearby corner of 84th
ftreet and then Y began to run. As I ran, the crowd commenced
to follow me, but Martin - being Martin Donovan - pulled out his
run (which, ae I have sa1‘d, was useless) and inquired of the
foremost of my pursuers just ex;w_t.]y where they were going. They
irmediately turned back. T kept running until T was about three

quarters of the uay down 8A4th Street, where T slowed to a walk.
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T then turmed into Columbus Averme, passed the block of flats
where Tonnors had lived and on to the next block. From there
I sig-zoceed my way until Y came to the subway station at Toth
Street, Broadway. I was followed by a mam as far as the subway,
but wes lucky to be able to board a train which was just about

to leave the platform as I arrived and So escaped my pursuer.

T carried on until I reached A2nd Street which is crowded
at nisrht time. T alightad there and made my way to Jimmy
Yapea's houae, T was there For zome time before 'Pa'’ Murray
arrived and after quite a conslderable time {which caused ws. no
little anriety) Martin turned up. He told us that no one had
interfered with him after he had held up ry pursuers at 84th
Street. Martin was always recopnised &3 being cool and
couragecus: surely he proved 1t to the full that night in New

York, almost thirty-six years ago.

Teedless t.o remark, the newspapers, next day, ‘carried’
renorts of the shooting, some of which were rather highly-
coloured. They reported that Connors was very seriously wounded
but was not dead on admission to hospital. ~(He died later from
his wounds). Various descrintions of the attackers were given
with particular emrmhasis on the man who wore a "grey Fedora hat".
"his reference wag to my hat which was a grey velour. Vhile in
Magee's it was dcemed Advisable that I should change this. His
slstor-in-law went and purchased another hat for me in a nearbdy

shop.

The Tollowing day Martin and 1 left our 'dipgs' and met 'Pa’
by appointment. Ve spent the day in the house of Martin's

sister, a Vrs. Mcfarthy, in Jersey City. From that time onwards
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Martin and T lived there with the exception of two week-end
trips, one to Boston to see 'Pat! Wurray's uncle,Tommy Hurray,

and ona to Philadelphia where we met Jos Mclarrity.

Tn late Anril, 1622, we decided to return home and the
three of us ohtained pas~ports to travel to Pngland on, the liner

'Mauretania’' on which we had booked our passages.

Prior to our intended departure, we had a mceting in
Moy Hagee's house in New ?ork.' Prosent at the meeting were
Jimry Yages, 'Pa', Vartin, myself, Tdam Pedlar (I think) and
M 1hert Yard, Tt was stressed by Magee, Pedlar and Ward that
T should not travel on the 'Mauretania' as it was understood
that the American authorities knew ry proper name. I protested,
becouse ..T was travelling under another name (0' Dwyer).not ¥nown
(so tar a8 T was aware) to the Americans. However, it was
finelly decided that I should not travel as arranged and I,
reluctantly, asreed. 'Pa’ Murray decided to go ahead on the
'"¥auretania', but Vartin Nonovan's decision was that', as he and
T had started out on this job together, we would see it out to

the finish together.

The next move was made hy Jimmy Yagee, who arranged for us

to atowaway on the 'S5.5. St. Touls! bound for Hamburg. Ve boarded

her at New York and travelled as firemen although we hadn’t
siamed on as firemon. Tt wes not too difficult to escape
detection as these bic liners carried a large number of firemsn
who worked in three shifte. For this reason the engineer in -
charge of one shift would not know the men working with another

angineer on a different shift.



On one occasion, vhile at sen, a ship inspection took
place., Ve ware discovered in bunks which were intended for
hospital cases only, and, when: questioned, wo concocted a
story to the effect that we had been given those bunks by the
engineer bocause no other sleeping accormodation was available.
Mur explapation was accepted, but we were jmmediately ordered
to leave our hospital quarters. On another occasion when the
ship was being ssarched for whisky, alleged to have been stolen
_from the passengers. Martin (and I to a lesser degraa) helped

the searchars in thelr task of finding the missing whisky.

*hen the 1iner berthed in Hamburg, four firemen got passes
to go-ashom. Cns of them returned again with two of these
passes for “artin and myself. tle kept these during the time we

ware in Hamburg; In fact, I have mine yot.

W;a gpent about ten days in Hamburg (it was nov Hay, 1922)
Auring which time we made inquiries as to the possibility of
getting a passage on a ship bound for Pngland. In the course of
our inquiries we vigited, amongst others, the British
ropresentative in Famburg. He promised to help us all he could
and asked us to cﬁll back again, but, having rerard to the -E;%m&l' .
of our intervicw with him, we decided, on second thoughts, not to
call back any more. Ve were suspicious of his avparent degirae

to helv us.

Before the 'St. Louia' left on her return voyage, some of
the firemen, vho were with us coming across, contacted two Irish
seamon in port at the time. These two men (whose names I regret
to say T have formotten) told us they would try to get us aboard
the '?’arbadian'-, a eargo ship bound for London, on the following

Vednesday. Ve had arranged to go ahoard on Tuesday night;
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this was subsequently changed to Wedr;esday forenom.

T remember being warned that ocur quarters on the boat would

be very uncomfortable. Ve presented curselves at the

agreed time but were told by one of ocur two friends that a

shore captain was on the ship and that it was impossible to get
aboard via the gangway. He added that we should hang around

out of sight of the ship until thay would think of aamething.
Soon aftervards one of the Trishmen cams ashore and told us of the
ney arrangements. A rope would be thrown from the ship by one of
the Trish sailors to the dock where the other sailer would tle u;la
the rope to a vile. Ve were to 'slide' down this rope and jump
on to a barge, one of three which were strunz around the offeide
of the ship. ¥rom the barge we ware to ¢limb aboard the

'Barbadian' by a rope ladder hanging from the side of the ship,

Everyvthing worked out, as planmed. YMartin and I got aboard
safely and stole aloner to the prow of the ship whore we got dowm
throurh a small hatch or manhole $nto a compartment where the
basun'’s atores were kent., ihile we were there, a very young Yelsh
sailor helpad tha two Trishmen in providing us with food. We
remaired 1n cur hide-out until ahout 2 o'clock on Friday morning
when ws were called out and led to the coal bunkers. It was
‘explained to us that a Customs Officer would be coming aboard when

the ehip docked in London, hence the change in our 'quarters',

¥a spent the remainder of the journey hidden in the coal
bunkers until we docked &t the Port of London. Having cleaned
ourgelves ws evaded the watohman and got safely on to the docks.
n the following evening we lef't Paddington Station on our homeward

Journev snd arrived safely in Cork on the last Sunday in May 1922,
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I desire to .racord my sincere thanks and appreciation
to all those vho helped us, particularly Jimmy Magee,
Mlbert Ward, liam Pedlar, two firemen (ome Charlie Vines and
another whose name I camnot now recall but who was later
arrested in Fow Yofk for aseaulting Dick Muleshy), the two Irish

Saflors and the Yelsh boy whom we called Teffy.
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APPENDIX,

T faremiah O'Flaherty of Herry Pike, Carrigrohane, in the
Ceomnty of Cork, Fational School Teacher, aged tuwenty-one years

and urwards, make oath and sav as followsi-

1. T live in the School Teacher's house at Kerry Pike at the
castern side of the school an? ths windows of my house overlook
the farm of Tornelins O'Reeffe which is situste on the north-east

side thercof. -

2. T rererher the vorning of Yednesday the 23rd March, 1921.

Aboot L.3" a.w. on that morning T was awakered by a volley of shots.
T furped cut of bed And went over to tke window. It was then
mite dark. T looked out and then called to my brother Morgan
MFlzherty vho was sleepine in another bed next to mine. T sald
"There's shnts aomevhere', snd he replied "You're droaming about
4¢7, and Y said I Aid not think sc. My reason for saying that was
becaus_e T saw lights in Cornelius O'Xeeffe's house and around his
vord, I asked my brother what time it was and he looked at his
watch and said "Tt 3o 4.30 a.m." T then said "Fhat the Hell is
up?" He sald "They are nrobably Volunteers and may he preparing
for an ambush." He zot out of bed and looked out for a moment,

but T continue-d at the window., T could hear a lot of talk over in
the field and men moving about with lipghts. I heard a man screaming,
and then I heard another volce saying "Run for it". It was then
somewhat lighter ant Y could sep a man run avay from the crowd at
the corner of the shed outside Cormelius N'Keeffe's house, He ran
for about 20 yards and then a volley of shotswere fired. I then

sav men moving from the crowd carrying lipghts and chserved them
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looking at a man's body ir the field. I said to oy bfother
"Corn out of bed quick because if they are Volunteers they must
be shcotine soles; they have just shot a man now",. Fy brother
then came to the winlow ard looked out for five or six minutes
with me, Ten minuvtes after the first shot another volley'uas
fired, but I 2id not see amybody running away. Yy brother

went back to bed again and told me I had better get away from

the window, an 1 might get one of the bullets massing. I remained
at the window, hou;var. Another volley rang out after about ten
minutes and I sax another man shot by portion of the same body

of men that T sav oririnally. I then left the window as I wms
qetting nervous., A few minutes afterwards another volley went
off. It wan then nearly light, and I could ses they were
Policemen by their uniforms and }:aps. I called ny sisters and
told them i1f the police came to oper the door quickly and lst them
search the place, By that time I had gone back to the window and
Baw the Police bring bodies down in blankets up the lane and left
them outsido our door in the lane which leads up to Cornalius
O0'¥eeffa’s place and witlﬁn sbout 4O yards of the public road.

Tt was then 5.30 a.m, Hotor lorries came about 6.30 a.m, and the

boiles were removed to them.
e foreeoing statement and facta are of my own knowledge.

Sworn before me this fourteenth
day of April, 1921, at
lacaduv, Cork

. in the County of Cork,
Jeromiah N'Flaherty. A Commirpioner of the Suprems
Court of Judlcature in Treland,
and I know tha Neporent.
John J. Morgan,
Solr. fomnm.
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1 Jeremiah Neasy of Ologheen, B;amy'ﬂoad, Cork, aged

18 years and upwarde make oath and say as follows:-

1. T reside at "logheen, Blarney Road, Cork, and am a Clerk

by occupation,

2. T am a brothar of the late ¥{lliam Deasy, Junior, and knew
and was well acquainted with Jerome Mullane, of Blarney Street,
fork, Thomas Nannehy, Hlarney Street, Cork, Nanlel Murphy,
Arrery W11, Cork, Yichael O'Sullivan, of Blarney Street,

Nork, and Naniel Crowlay, Wlarney Street, Cork.

3. X attanderi at the Victorla Barracks, Cork, on the evening
of "hursday, 2Lth Yarch, 1921, and was taken down to the
mortuary shed in the said barracks where I identified the
bodies of the sald Wiiliam Measy, Junior, (my brother), Jerome
"11lane, Thoemas Narmehy, Nantel Murphy, Michael 0'Sullivan, and

Naniel Crowie;v .

4. From the arpearance of the bodies I could see that all the
decsased, viz. ¥1lliam Deasy, Junior (mv brother), Jerome
“ullane, Thoms Nernehy, Nenlel Wurphy, Michael 0'Sellivan

and Maniel Crowley, had dled from bullet wounds inflicted by

shooting,

5. 1 was present vhen the bodies of the deceased were conveyed
and removed from the sald Barracks, and 1 accompanied them to
the Mathedral, Cork, where they rere examined by the Doctors.

6. The forepoing Affidavit is made from facts of my own knowledge.

SUORN bofore me thisz Twenty-seventh day of
April, 1971, at Scuth Mall in the City
of Cork,
Jeremiah Deasy. A Conmigsioror for Affidavits for the Supreme
Court of Judicature in Ireland, and I know
tho Neponent.

- John J. Morgan,
Solr. Comm.
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I Morgan O'Flaherty residing at Kerry Pike, Carriprohans, in
the County of Cork, Fitter, aged 21 ywars and upwards, make oath and
say as follows :- '

1. 7T reside with my hrothor, Jeremiah O'Flaherty, who 13 a School

Teacher, at Kerry Plke, Carrigrohane.

2. T remembar the morning of the 23rd March 1921, About 4.30 a.m.
"of that morning I was awaken=d hy my brother who told me that somebody
was firinpg over in O'Keeffe's farm. 7T said hz was drearing about it.
He replied that he was not; that he had heard shots. I then got up
and came to the window with him. Ve were standing at the window about
ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, and I was just going to go to bed
. again vhen a volley of shots rang out in the field near O'Keeffe's farm.
T thought it was some of the Volunteers practicing. It was a f.‘airly
| hright night and I could see about 30 or L0 men in O'Keeffe's fleld.
After another quarter of an hour I heard a volce saying “Run for it"
or words to that effect and someone sereamed. I then heard another
volley fired in the same place. T wert back to bed for safety and two
or three volleys were fired between that time and 5.30 a.m. when my
brother called me arain and told me to coms out of bed and have a look
at the people caming down the field as they locked very much 1like police,
T then saw three policemen comine dovin the field and afterwards saw
four more pnlicemen carryine something ir a white blanket. Al_aother lot
of policewnn then came along with something wrapped in a blanket, which
T saw vhen they were putting them into Motor lorries wers dead bodies.
About six Yotor lorries came at 6.30 s.m. and the bodies were put into
one of these. As the lorries were coming the Police on the road who
had been at C'Keaffe's farm started cheering.
The forerpoing statement and facts are of my own knowledge,

Sworn before me this fourteenth day of April, 1921,

Morgan O'Flaherty at South Mall in the City of Cork,

a Cominsioner of the Supreme Court of Judicature
in Ireland, and T know the Deponent.

R EREREE NN NN NN

John J. Horgan,
Solr. Comm,




‘ T GEORGE FRANGIYS HEGARTY of 9A. Yorrlsons Ysland in the City
of fNork, Yadical Noctor, aged 21 years and upwards make ocath and
sey as follows :-

1. In conjunction with Noctor A.F. Moore I attended at the North
Cathedral. Mortuary Chapel, Cork, cn the 26th March 1921 for the

' purpose of making a post mortem examination on the bodies of Daniel
Murphy, Daniel Crowley, Michael ('Sullivan, Thomas Dennehy, William

+ Neasy, and Jeremiah Fullane.

2. On examination of the body of a young man, which I wae informed
was that of Nanlel Murphy, I found wounds in the back and chest. These
wounds were hullet. woundse, and were the cause of death. A bullet was

extracted from one of the wounds,

3. On examination of the body of a young man, which, I was informed,
wag that of Nanlel “rowley, T found four entrance wounds, and four
exlt wounds in the trunk of the body, one of them bdeing in the neck,

Thesa wounds were also caused hy bullets, and were the cause of death.

4. On exanination of the body of a young man which I was informed was
that of HMichael 0'Sullivan, I found a wouﬁd on his left thigh which was
an exit wound, another in the back, and another weund in the front of
his abdomen wherz T found a btullet, which, I think, came from the lower
portion of his back. Thef-e were three entrance wounds on the back and
sore exit wounds on the front. He hai an entrance wound in the centre
of his forahead, and the skin around it was black as if the shot were
fired at clovse ranpe. A the back of his head I removed a bullet.

A1l these wounds were hullet wounds, and were the cause of death.

5. On examination of the body of a young man, which I was informed
was that of Thomas Dennehy I found bullet wounds all over his back,

chest ani lega,



6. On examination of the body of ayoung-manwhich I was informed
was that of Wi1liam feasy T found entrance wounds in the back of hie
head, and these wounds practically blew away the whole front of hie
face, a papine wound in his leg, ani five entrance with exit wounds

in his hack.

7. ™M examination of the hnady of a young man which I was informed
was that of Jeremiah Muilane T found this body was riddled with
hullets - more o than any of the others. There were twelve or
thirteen sepirate entrance wounds, and eleven exit wounds. 1 found
two bullets on the body. There were two gaping wounds in his chest
and maping wounds in front of hie abdomen with intestines protruding,
i larpe wound on his thigh, and another wound on his left leg which
blew away mart of his foot. Dis left arm was also smashed. A1)

theoe wvoan?s were due to bullets, and were the cause of death,

8. The bullets Tound by us in the courss of the post mortem
eramination were either revolver bullets, or sharp-pointed nickle-

coated rifle bullets,

T make the forepgoing affidavit from facts within my own

knowledre,

SVWORN this Eighteenth day of Hay 1921 at
South Mall in the City of Cork, before me a
Commissloner for caths for the Supreme Court

fleorre F.Heparty, of fudicature in Ireland, and T know the
Neponent.

Jotm J. Horgan,
Solr. Comm.
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T NELLIE MUCARY of Ballycannon, Kerry Pike, in the County of
fork, Nomesatic Servant, aged 21 years ard upwards wake oath and say
:as follows: -
L. T an erploved as Aomastic scrvant in the house of Hf. Cornelius
NMKeeffe of Rallyeannon, Werry Pike, in the County of Cork.
2. T remenher the morning of ‘the 23rd March, 1921, About 4 a.m. on
f%hat mornine T heard knocldng at the farm=housc dnor which wole me up.
I heard police shouting and hreakineg in the door. They came into my
badroom and asked me 4f T had any men in the room. They then looked
wn-der the bed ant seurched the room, They went out then and I heard
them ocutaide the bedroom door searchine the remainder of the house,
_After about a ouarter of an hour 7 heard men running in the yard., I
looked out and aaw one of the hovs standing helow thae stable yard gate,
Hls bhack wae turned towards me. He had no coat or walstcoat on. The
rolice were standing near him and had a flash lamp at his face. A’fau
minutes later a man roared, and after a little time T heard someone call
out "0 Sacred Heart". I then heard two shots fired.  After another
_few minutes I heard three or four shots firediand then I heard a terrible
report as of a loud volley beine fired. Afterwards the police passed
hacﬁwarda and forwards shouting and eineing. I also saw something white
-like a blanket broupght out on the field, and I saw aomething black near
1t. T then saw ¥r. O'Keeffe being taken dewm the road by some police,
T sav the police bringing up come sheets and throwing them over the wall.
‘A*torvards T saw then throwinp‘aomn bundles over the.wnll and dragring
>them down the fileld. I then dressed ani came downstaire. The Police
cAlled me a tarrible name, They also seid they would burn us out of
.our heds. Ve camc dowmotsirs afterwords and heard noise in the
"parlour. We missod 8 silver articles, Taanoté, silver jugs and cup,

,and a 1 note. I keard an officer come in whilst the police were



dovmstalrs and asked them did theoy want to get a bad name
to the R.T.C. They aald they just pot a bomb here.

I'2 sald he searched the house himsel.f before and found nothing.

3. T maks the forepoing affidavit from facts within my own

Imowledre.

SWORE  before me thiz 24 day of
Aprdl 1921, at South Mall
in the City of Cork, a
rommiasioner for Affidavits for
Fellde Mulecahy. the High Court of Justice in
Ireland and T know the
Teponent.,

John J, Yorgan.
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T Denis Sullivan of Kerry Pike, Carrigrohane, in the
County of Cork, Asylum Attendant, aged 21 years 2nd upwards, make

oath and say as follown :-

1. I reside at Ferry Tike aforesaid in the County of Cork, and am

an Attendant at the Cork District Lunatic Asylum.

2. I rexemher the m:‘)r-nin:: of the 23rd Marech, 1921, Ahout

k,30 a.m, on that mornine T haard a volley of shots fired in the
direction of Cornelius (O'Keeffe's farm which is at the back of my
house, T did not gat ont of hed, I .then heard two more volleys

at intervals of ahout ten minutes fired in the same direction.

3. As T was going to my work, ahout 6.30 a.m. I saw about efight
Police Yotor Lorrins on the road. They passed me and were golng

in tke Airaction of Kerry Pike,

4. The foregoing statement and facts are of my own knowledge.

Sworn hefore me +this fourtesnth

day of Aordl, 1921, at lacaduv,

Cork in the County of Cork, a
Denis Sullivan. Co-missionor of the Suprems Court:

of Judicature in Ireland, and

I know the leponent.

John J. Morpgan,

Solr. Comm.
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T CORNELIUS O'KEEFFE of 3allycarmon, Herry Pike, in the
County of Cork, Farmer, aged 21 years and upwards, make oath and

say an follows:-

1. T reside at Ballycanncn, Kerry Pike, irn the County of Cork,
whore I have a farm of 105 acres, This farm is situated on the
northem: side of t.he.hirah road leading from Cork to Hlarney, and is
anproached by a lanewzy leading from =aid road, The farm house
concista of a kitchen, parlour and four badrooms. There are also

extonsive out-offices, harms, and sheds for cattle, also stables,

2. X remember the nicht of T™uesday the 22nd March, 1921. About
11.30 p.m. on that night there was a knock at ny deor af'ter we had
all gone to bed. I asked "Vho is thero?" and a veice replied
"There are & couple of us going to slesp down in the stables; plve
us a call at 7 in the worming”. 7 sald "Mlrisht" and went to
sloep. About 4 a.m, next morring (Tednosday the 23rd March, 1921)
there was a tervible thunderding knock at my door. * 1 leaped out

of bed and looked out throurh the window. I saw the police outside.
Before I could say anvthing they roared at me to open the door. 1
tried to light a Yomp on the table but failed to do so. One of the
police then roared uvp at me to opon the door if 1 didn't want to get
a bullet. Just as I rushed downstairs to open the door it was
burst open Ly the police and they said to me ™hy the bloody hell
didn't you open the door'? I axplained that the delay was due to
tha lamp not lighting. They then asked me 1f T had any man in the
house. I sald there was no man there only myself. They asked me
if there wers any mon in the out-house., I said "I can't tell but
the Adcors are unlocked." They ordered me batk to bad and.aenrched
the buds and the other rooms in the house. They then went ocutside

ehd T heard thep search the out-houses, T was looldng'out the



windew ard suddenly saw a)l the police rush up to where the

1ads were sleeving. I wvent into bed them and in about ten
mirutes time the nolice camm in and took me out into the yard.
They then charged me with harbouring Rehels which I denled.

They then took mz about 100 yards away from the out-house and

vave me in charpe to a Serpeant and Constable of the Hoyal Irish
Monetatmlary. (ne of the Rlack and Tans came up to where I

was standing with the other policemen and told them that they
conld fin® no arm® in the house. The Poliece then ‘aaked me to
o1l them whare the arms were, gn? T said I did not kmow. As
thay were gpeaking to me T heavd one of the boys roaring as 1f he was
being tortured. I then saw one of the boys being pushed across
the finld. Tt was still scmevhat dark and he was too far away
to distinguish who 1t was. Tho Black and Tan then returned ard
said "He is showing whore thes arms are®. They then carried the
same boy over to the diteh and brought him back to the stables
asain. ~ 4 few winutes after I heard a shot. Then at intervals
there were two or three shots and then a voiley cf shots, T
aaked the policeman what the shooting was about, and he replied
they they were orly blank cartridces. T eald "Wy Cod, tﬁe
veople in the hbouse will go mad". 4nd he sald "vhat did the
peaple do the other day when they fired into the train at Headford
Junctim?"® A renort than came up from the other hody of police
that at.:me of the lads had escaped and to watch out for them. The
nolice with me then prepared to shoot in case anyone would attenopt
to escape. There were then some terrible volleys fired where the
boys were, T ther knelt down and sald my prayerh as Y thought my
turmm would be next. The nolice near me wers shouting to the
others not to shoot in our direction for fear they would be shot

themselves. T was sent up for thon and talken down to where the



3.

bovs were. There two lines of Black and Tams in front of

the stables a0 that I covld not see who was there. As T was
being taken Aown the field vhere the shooting was I saw two ol
the bovs stretched out on the grass, T was then taken over

the rogd and down to Kennedy's public-house at the Cross. T'here
were five police with me - three old R.I.C. and two Black and Tans.
After soma conversation, in vhich they accused we of keeving arms
on my premises which I denied, I was broupht back to Flaherty's
gate an! T then saw five bodies being removed from my farm. They
were a1l covered up in hlankets.- These bodiee were placed in a
lorrv. ‘They them brousht out the sixth of the boys who was then’
alive and as they were throwing him into the lorry he said “Ch,
my leg”. There vas & bandage'nroumi hs forehead, They put m
intn the third lorry. They drove me in by Healy's Bridpe and the
Tee Wonad as far as “ale's quarry. ‘“hen they got there the first
lorry in which the bodiee were went on and I did not see it again.
T was taken up to the Mlitary Parracks where I was kept in the
Netention Rarracks until the 17th A~ril, 1921, and thun released

wvithout any charge being brought againot mse.

3. T make the forepoira statement from facts within my own

inmovledge,

Sworn before me this 25th

day of April, 1921, at South ¥all
Correliua O'Keeffe, in the City of Cork, a

Commissioner for Affidavits for

the Supreme Court of .Judicatuvre

in Ireland, and T know the

Deponent.

John J. Morgan,

Solr. Cormm,
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