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In my primary school days in the early part of the
century, I think we admired power and strength like most

| youngsters. The talk then was the sorrow and regret for
the defeat of the Boers by the British, and nearly
everyonz we listened to was singing the praises of the
famous Boer generals, de Vet, etc., ete.

I don't think anﬁ of my school pals in the hills
of Kerry, Kilsarcon national school, Farranfore, had any
great love for Jobn Bull, though some admired his strength.
5till, all the songs and music played were rebel songs.
Fair days and market days were our glory, listening to the
ballad singers and buying their sheet songs - all the fire
of Fenian nature.

S5inn Fdin used hold annual collections, and ve
admired the ¢ollectors. Otherwise, on the surface, the
national spirit was low. The first world war broke outb
when 1 left school. There were divided thoughts about
the all-powerful propaganda of the British - poor Belgium
and small nations attacked. Up to then, any man who
Joined the British army could never appear in uniform; he
either remained away or his people sent clothes to his
station, the danger being that his unifora would be
stripped from him and burned; even his parents, brothers
and sisters would do it before neighbodrs, so much was the
British uniform hated, giving a true insight into the
spirit of the people.

I loft my native parish and county 1# May 1915, and
came as apprentice to the drapery trade in a shop owned by
my uncle, James Coffey, Carrick-on-Suir. From a -rural
farming area to 8 town is a big difference. The spirit
of the people was not very different, except that about



eight hundred men in Carrick-on-Suir had Joined the
British army, many of them members of what they called the
Netional Volunteers - Redmond's army. Host of them
Joined from sheer necessity, no industry, no employment,
the very young - seventeen, eighteeh and nineteen years -
for adventure, like all youth, very few for the sake of
helping England. ihe national spirit seemed dead or
dormant. Frequent British army recruting meetings were
held, yet there was some heckling froﬁ behind big men. I
gloried in this activity. .

‘ The year 1915 dragged on - more recruiting posters
and meny young men joining the British army. I spent much
time buying, sorting, packing wool from local farmers.
Early in the New Year, 1916, just after the Christmas
holidays, I was stricken down with typhoid or typhus fever.
Later my doctor discovered that I had picked up the fever
from wool brought from a fever infested area at the time -
Aheny or Slate Quarries. I remained in my uncle's home for
8ix weeks when I was removed to the fever hospital at
Ballylynch for three months., The 1916 rebellion broke out
vhile I was in hospital, and not a sogl- knew who were the
leaders, or had any knowledge at all that such a glorious
movenent was in existence. As a matter of fact, I never
heard in the previous ten months of any movement in touch
with Dublin, with that purpose in view.

After some few days all patients were notified that,
due to shortage of yeast - no transport - bread was
unobtainable and our people would have to bring us out.
The Rebellion was over in a8 week and food supplies came in
again. I was released from hospital at end of May and had
to learn to walk again. Sympathy was with the executed men
- but the wealthy people were all sgainst them. Still
youngsters, on reaching the age of sixtesn and seventeen,

were joining the British army, and the large amount of
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separapion and family allowances coming intoc the town began
a new type of national demoralisation. After an extensive
sunmer and esutumn holiday, I regained most of my natural
health and, when the New Year of 1917 dawned, I had made
pals with some young Carrick men who had strong national
fiews - birds of a feather come togather. One, John
O'Keeffe of Castle Street or Greystone Strcet, pawnbroker's
son, and a Paddy Power, a draper's assistant at Comerford
& Baldwins, later Jolned in with John Loughman and Tom
Rickey who, with Kevin O'Higgins, student in the National
University, Dublin, tore down recruiting posters in Dublin,
paid 210 fine, apologised, &s appeared in the papers then,
and returned to Carrick. He was admired for this act.

So, chatting along in February and March, we decided
to honour the 1916 men by having a High mas&; with all the
priests, on the anniversary of the Rebellion, 2lst April,
1917. J. O'Keeffe and I called on all who we thoughﬁ had
national feelings and took what subscriptions we got. It
did not reach £20 after a week's trying but it wes enough.
Ve approached the parish priest, Canon Sheehy, who certainly
was not a Republican. Vieek after week he dodged the date -
this, that and the other excuse. |

The anniversary date had passed and we decided to
force tho matter with the parish priest. Tom Hickey and I
were appointed to intervievw him personaily. Hicksy, who
was bold and hot-tempered almost got into blows with His
Revereaence. The latter said he beat blg blackguards in
Leeds when he was there and was not afraid of us. I
peinted out that the money was subscriptions from his
parishioners for the first anniversary Mass for the 1916
leaders and that we intended to senﬁ'it to Hount Helleray.
This quietened him and he fixed a date. We put out one
hundred posters in town and local villages and parishes.
The day before the Hass he notified us that it would have

to be held an hour earlier. %“e had, as best we could,
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to re-notify all areas, for Quring the previous week Hickey
and I called on tho two convents and Christian Brothers

schools. WUe got a great reception from the Reverend Mother
(Hurley) of Carrick at the Herey Convent, and she promised
with a heart and a half to gend aell day boarders to the
Pass. The Precantation Convent ware non-committal and
evasive, and they ralsed Hickey's temper, for the Revelend
lother, to waive the requést, asked him how was his mother,
“Don't bother about her! f¥le came to see that the school
children aré let go to the lass®, and warned her to see
that they were. The Christian Brothers, who are always
very friendly, talkative and courteous, wvere like the
Fresentation nuns - perhaps the Inspector might eall, etc.,

~etc., but agsin Hickey said he wanted none of that taik.
Yet I aluays thought that the Christian Brother at that

time were as anxious as we wers to honour the noble dead,
but, of course, did not want it to be known.
The great day ecame at last. St. Nichoias' spaelous

church was packed like sardines, and an overflow outside.
All shops and offices, ‘ete., were closed. ¥hen Mass was

over, the majority of the crowd remained outside, and -
youths holding Republicnn flags - first time flown or seen
in town - were surrounded by a team of R.I.C. who made &n
effort to capture the flags but the large erowd closed in
and they luckily withdrem.

This Htass was like a natfonal tonic - what the 1916

rebellion did for the nation, the High Nlass 414 for the
people of Car ic¢ck and distriets. Right away, it was full

time national work. Immediately ve, who organised the Mass
set out at once to start .a branch of Sinn Féin. James
Coffey, who was a8 good pen writer, was asked to write our
appeal, and I got a bottle of red ink for it. The appeal,
of which I possess & copy, was a simple worded few lines:

"We the undersigned wish to join a branch of Sinn Féin®,
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John James Q'Keeffe and I called in the evenings to
people whom we knew or thought were likely to join, Sone
whom we called on had spoken openly in favour of the
Hebellipn ahﬂ Sinn Féin policy, yet a number would not put
their names on the paper, but tolu us they were one hundred
per cent. with us. However,we .got.adoz. or so old men.
| ¥ie thought they were very old then, yet some were only
thirty years. Looking over the past records of that time,
I notice the following names: HHaurice Hickey, Clerk of the
Union, (Tom's father), Dr. Philip Hurphy, ledical Hall,
Thonas Lynch, Printer, Sedn 0'Flynn, Journalist, James
OtKeaffe, Paﬁnbroker. John lesagher, Gardeher.'Thomas
HeGrath, Grocer, and Brendan Dowley, ilerchant. A few
others were in and out, like in all organiéations, and, as
ever, youﬁh and age seldom agree.

Ve, from the start, could not find any outlet for
our youthful energy. So off again right away in the
formation of the first branch in Carrick-on-Suir of what
was termed the 8inn ¥Fdin Volunteers, with nothing very
logical in view but the idea of doing sowething. Having
8 reputation for organisation and writing, 1 whs again
assigned to the writing of the notices, inviting those
whom wé thought were the right sort and would be likely to
join. Ve made out a list of about thirty. Twelve turned
up, so we decided to have another go. We dropped some of
the first, and added others. Twenty-two turned up that
week. Tom Hickey was appointed Captain, Smmll Jack
0!'Keeffe, Adjutant; I, Assistant Adjutant, P. Power,
Treasurer or guartermaster, and John Loughman, lst
Lieutenant. This was only a local and indepsndent body.
It had no status and no association with others, for, at
the time, there was no organisation to affiliate with. We
held some Sunday evening marches out on the rural roads
and were followed by the R.1.C. Ve went to the Patron at
the Holy :lell of llothel on the second Sunday in July, with




flags flying.

' But not yet satisfied, on top of this, we formed

Na Fianna Eireann for schoolboys, and appointed the eldest
officers. Bernard Thompson was appointed Captain, and the
officers of the Sinn Fdin Volunteers became external
officers, John Loughman X~Captain, Jack O'Keeffe,X~Ad jutant,
I,Quartermaster, and my shocking job was to raise money to
buy uniforms, ete.,etc. My boss agreed to finance the
purchase of the material (green) from 0'Flynn Woollen Mills,
Six-llile-Bridge, and I to recover the money, and this led
to mumerous devices and, in the long run, succeeded. There
were many marches, one every Sunday, and numerous avenings.
This attracted all youngsters, even as young as ten years =
the fire of childhood. Later on, most of them, when they
reached seventeen or eighteen, joined the I1.R.A. in 1320-21.

With so many national and semi-military societles,
it meant & non-stop activity. This activity led to
inereasing numbers joining both the Sinn Féin Volunteers
and Flanna. Some M.P. died in Kilkenny, and W.T. Cosgrave,
one of the 1916 leaders, was put up by Sinn Féin. At a
big meeting there one night on his behalf, about forty of
our members c¢ycled over on & Thursday, the half-day in
Carrick-on-Suir. This was our first dive into political
elections. Our idea:pas to swell the crowd only. The
same applied in all parishes for fifty miles from Kilkenny.
¥ell known 1916 people spoke at the meeting. Mr. Cosgrave
won. Looking back, our spin to Kilkenny, twenty-six
miles, was most enjoyable and interesting. We got home to
Carrick a short time before shop opening next morning.

Then Tom Ashe died on hunger strike after forcible feeding.
His death raised the spirit of the people in revolt, and
the recognised leaders availed of this to'prOpagate the
Republican cause, for the day he was buried a big meeting
was held in Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny, addressed by the

recently successful candidate, Hr. Cosgrave, Arthur,
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Griffith and Dr. Bd. Barrett. It was a very fine Sunday,
and after eight o'clock liass, with John Loughman (a brother
of Frank Loughman, afterdards T.D. ané¢ later Senator), I
¢ycled to Thomastown. We fell in with the South Kilkenny
Volunteers, Piltown, Hugginstowa and Templeorum, and
marched in a mile into Thomastown. The day was marred by
a black depression on account of the death of Tom Ashe,
The crowd was large, and the meeting was held in conjunetios
with a Fels held in a large field, packed to the gates.

All over Irsland the storm got stronger after his
death, and everyvhere money was raised to build a hall in
his memory in Dublin, so we decided to run a concert and
lecture in the Town Hall in Carrick-on-Suir in November,
1917, President 0O'RKelly was Honorary Seeretary, and egain
I got the job of organisation and correspondence. Ve
invited Countess warkieviez, that noblé. patriotic Irish-
woman who commanded & group in the 1916 Rebellion. 1
possess tho correspondence from S.T. 0*Kelly and the Counteg
in pre.paration for this meeting. |

1 got in touch with all the local parishes, and
invited the Mullirahone band to play through the town in a
parade of strength before the proeeedinés stagted in the
Town Hall. We had this made known by posters. The pro-
British “separation® women and their children assembled at
John Street and attacked the band when they got off their
side-cars - no motors then. A good gumber were injured
from stones, including a well known Kullinahone man, Phil
Mansfield, a brother of E. Mansfield, bater President of
the I.8.T.0. They all got a bad mauling. Later on in
the night, this drunken group of rowdies reassembled in
large numbsrs in front and reer of the Town Hall and fired
stones, bottles, bricks at the doors and windows, under the
- protection of the R.I.C., and whenever the Volunteers countel
attacked, they were held up by & large section of the
R.1.C, However, we were toco strong and, after several

assaults, the rowdy group were glad to get home bafore too
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much flesh flew about. The concert was a distinet success,
over-packed hall, and, after expenses of about £50 in all,
£30 profit was made and sent to S.T. 0'Kelly for the Ashe

Hall.
Tom Hickey had got married the previous week - he

married another Hickey from Deerpark - and they insisted on
inviting the Countess to their home in Carrickbey after the
concert and lecture. {She had lsctured on her Easter Vieek
experiences and the importance of a strong, virile local
Fianna.) This accepted invitation to Carrickbeg entailed
much trouble and worry, for, after a long and stormy night,
we had agalin to mobilise a strong section of Voluntsers to
ascort her across fhe river and protect her from assault.
However, they all had left the streets and, after an hour's
chast and tea at the home of Maurice Ot'Hickey, we conveyed
her to the home of her host, Dr, Murphy, Medical Hall, Mailn
Street, where she was a welcome guest for the night.
After another two hours! chat and more tea, listenimg to her
great gstory of experienceﬁ, we returned home at 3.30 a.m.
Zarly next morning we got word, which afterwards proved
reliable, that a massed attack would be made on us and her
when she would return to Dublin in the 11,30 train, and
that 1t was largely organised. S0 early next day, we
declded tco have a horse draswn covered car - no motors then -
and drove her to Fiddown, four miles in the opposite way
from Kilsheelan, for the owner feared attack on the Clonmel
road. Hundreds of separation women, old men and
youngsters had assembled at the Park side and on all roads
leading to the station, with bottles, stones, sticks, ete.,
a few minutes before the arrival of the train, but no
notice was taken of her and numerous friends who had got to
hear of the arrangement and who passed in to the train.
The mob closed, but the train had moved ocut before they
fully realised what was happening, and the last carriages
got the worst of their spite.

This active hostility will give readers some idea
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of the demoralisation caused by the free spreading of large
sums of British money dished out to wives, sons, daughters
parents, ete., whoss relatives were in the British forces.
dven to this .year 1955 and since the late second world war,
families began to lose national interest when their sons

deserted the Irish army and others got over the Border and

Joined the British forces. Large sums of money sgain

flowed into Ireland once more, and many strong-willed Irish
Republicans began to get neutral, others became hostile,
and others lost all interest in Irish affairs, clearly
pointing out the weakness of human nature. Wihat monay'
can buy! A price can bs put on most people! 3But worth
iecarding is the story of an old traveller for Lyons & Co.,
Ltd., Cork, who gave £5,000 for an extensive practice for
his son, a doctor (medical) in london, and who was blowa
to pieces, never heard of, with hunireds of others, in air
raids during the war. The father said he did not mind,
so long as England was Dbeaten. At that time, England was
almost wiped out, with railds, and it looked as if it was
the last of powerful England, but the old man died with
shock, years later, when the Germans ﬁere almost beaten.
A moral - keep youth from joining enemy forces.

Against all this horrible, filthy and hired hostility

' we were gaining strength. Most decent people, with even

five per cent. love for Ireland, had a horrible hatred for
this blackguardism, and many schoolboys joined Fianna,
othars joined the Volunteers, and some Joined Sinn Féin.
Readerg must understand the fEQlings of people then.
shoneenism - most of the Tom's, Dick's and Harryﬂs howed
to the well-to-do, and tuppence looked down on & penny,
fourpence on threepence, and sixpence on fourpence, and
all tried to ape the landlord or extensive landowner. It
was a s.ort of hallmark of respectability to be pro-British
and anti-Irish, and it even prevails to-day. S0 on we
went, organising route marches, lectures, weekly drills

and meetings.



Early in February, I.got a letter from Jéhn_Carroll
who, up to a short time previously, had been an apprentice
at Bourke's &% Co., Ltd., Drapers, ca:rickeon-Suir - he was
a native of Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny - and was now a
Junior assistant hand at & draper's shop in the town of
Tipperary. He knew Carrick well, after épending four
years {free) learning the trade. His letter asked me if
I coudld find out, privately and confiaentiélly, the amount
and descriptions of guns (shot), ammunition, explosives,
ete., in the various shops and stores in the town.

After carefully thinkinz, I decided to contact the most
loyal members of our 8inn Fdin Volunteers in each shop
and store, and after two weeks, I got a list from each ;
store. I found it was recessary to almost swear silsnce
on the assistants. I posted this inforuwation to Carroll.
He replied that I should get the same assistant in each
ahob to guarantee te have all boxed and carefully packed
in a speeial part of the store. To their lasting credit,
all promised to do this, but, of course, it was necessary
to declde definitely, without fear of changing, on a
particular nizht. So tho night of the 16th llerch, 1918,
was decided.

In the meantime, I had the boys in each store fully

"acqguainted witkh the position, and erranzed about the keys
" to open the stoﬁes and where to get them. The smaller
guantitics had been brought into the two biggest centres.
One of the latter centres was gitunted at the Quay where
ahout fifteen hundredweight of ammunition and galignite

was assembled, and our difficulty there was & pack of

"~ nounds {hunting), as no one could enter unless he folloved

-the hunt. The hounds were all locse in the yard., Ve
immediately thought of Tom Reidy, who was not a member of
the Volunteers, but it was casy to get him to joln, and,
after a wesk, we revealedé to him tha jJob. It was jugt

tc his heartts delight - something big, something
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dangerous ~ and he veolunteered right away. Hixing so
much with everyone in business, the dangzer was that someone
might talk. The boys who had helped were all lodging in,
and were advised to be in at 11 p.m. that night, to avoid
suspicion. Carroll was to bring others from Tipperary
town with him, but hed only one, & man named Hourigan, a

real tough, typical Tipperary man, fearing nothing.

with small Jock C'Reeffe, John Louzhman, Paudy Eade,
Tom Reldy and I, Carroll and Hourigan, we arrived abt my
place at 10 p.m, had supper, and revenled the plans. At
11.30 p.m. we moved into action, deciding that all should
neet singly on the New Bridge. It was an exceptionally
fine night, bright moon shining. OtKeeffe was five minutes
late and, to avoid suspicion, we left the bridge; and
O Keeffe waited for thirty mimites amd then proceeded along
the Waterford road; he was out for fuﬁr hours and was
gravely disappointed over the loss of contact with us.

Peidy mountcd a down-pipe and climed to the top of
Lthe wall. The pack of hounds barked, and here lay the
danger, but, after five minutes of hound palavering, he
said he thought he wes safe and descended inside, like the
lions in imperial Reme. ¥e thought he'd be torn asunder.
He must have had soﬁe food for the hourds, for, when he
operaed the big gates, he took ocut a hunter horse and put
the pack of hounds into the stable, locked the door, opaned
the big gates, and in we were, but thers was about a ton of
étuff there, and how could we 1ift 1t? Reidy handled the
hanter and put him under a nsew trap. | He reared up sky-
high and rarely camc to ground for ten minutes. Ve tied
him %o a door, and declded to push the stuff into the
grand new black trap. %o tested our pulling and pushing
strength in the blg yard, and realiscivwe were up agalnst it.
The lessar quantities were left over, and P. Eade
volunteered to got threc or four pals to fatch them 1nté
an old graveyvard of the famine days, near the Uniep-field.

8o, with the Sign of the Cross, we pushed out our loéd



to the guays. Reldy closed the big gate inside, let out
tha hounds into the yard, and stabled the horse - a necessagy
precaution to avoild early suspiclion. Cut on to the guay

we went, across Strand Lane, turned left gt Bridge Street,
and west ‘towards Clonmel on the Gas House Quay. The

night was as bright as a dark day.

t:g had, of course, decided beforehand where we'd
storé our precious sdock ~ above the cottage boreen, in a
large old quarry, fully and closely covered wnith overgrowth
of furze, briars, etc. We reached there about 2.30 a.m.,
in a stew of sweat, and returned to town, only over half a
mile, w7ith the expensive new trap, Ve intended to get it
into the yard where we had taken it, but as we approached
the old 5ridge on the Quéy, about a dozen fishermen were on
thé old bridge, resting and wondering what was up. of
course, the only stranger was Hourigan, but we had on the
necessary dlsgulses. After walting for twenty minutes,
Hourigan wanted to push the trap into the river - it was
high tide at the time ~ but it was all right for an
ocutsider; we respected our neighbour's property, no matter
how hostile. We left tho car on the ¢uay, near the 0ld
Eridge, though it would have been wiser t¢ move through the
fisher folk, disguiséﬂ, and leave the trap into the yard,
than what we did. Carroll and Houligan stayed in some
farmer's house outside the town, in caseée of eafly raids
in the morning by the R.I.C. All of us agreed to take
every precaution, in case of early interviews and raids'by
the police - all shoes: to ba dried and polished before
retiring, ends of trousers cleaned, etc., and up for late
‘tiass on 8t. Patrick's Day. '

Tnere was no need to worry becauvse it was late that
evening bvefore the car was identified, and very late,
almost night, before the police were notified, and it was
‘next day before the police wére aware of the loss of
property, because only about half the quantity of gun
cartridges were taken that night with the explosives
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The assistants who helped in this job were Tom
Phelan and David Power at Carroll's, three Flynn's, two
fallins, two Power's at Cleary's, and Tom Valsh at Hearn's.

This valuable capture was removed later in the week.
The exchange wa were promised from Tipperary area -
revolvers and revolver amminition « never turned up, and
caused a sourness that was never forgotten. 1t caused a
feeling afterwards - “never give anything away".

Like a fightirgdog tasting blood, 1t had the same
result with me and my comrades. It was ny first worthunile
guccessful military operation. The caraful planning and
zonth's preparation and extra pracautions taken to aveid
suspicion and arrest stood a good friend for years later, |
because it always increased similar precautions.

From that date, it was & weekly movement of super
activity. The Cermans were sweeping all before them, and
this was giving such hopes in Ireland that courage was
rising in every phsse of national and military activity.
England, with its back to the wall, was short of troops, am
the British government decided to extend ccnscription.to
Irelani: = The next six months were exclusively devoted to
all national organisations; and ' sany that were not too
national united to defeat the attempt to conscript young
Irishmen. All Joined in, and every parish had its own
organisation, and hugé sums of money, ciose on one million
pounds, were collected to fight 1t 1f it was attempted.
Neetings and speeches everywhere. It was my first time
to séeak at public neetingzs on behalf of Einn Féin and
Rational Volunteers. A bad and wfebchad speaker I'waa,
too shy, too nervous an. not encugh ability. However, as
bad as I was, other-speakers were as bad, and some WOrse.

Yet we were ancclaimedé heroes everywhere.

Believe it or not, before it onded - at least,

before conseription ceased, or the attempt was
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dropped - I was a million per cent. in favour of
conseription, and even up to the present year, 1955,
or thirty-seven years afterwards, I regret that
conseription was not attempted to be enforced. I
even wrote to the newspaper a vear or two later on
that point, and my reason was that thousands of young
men, who were a hundred per cent. pro-Briitsh and a
hundred per cent. anti-nepubliéan, or anti-1916, and
who despised our movement, subscribed large sums ofk
money to save their carcasses. When the war was
over, the money was refunded to subscribers, less one'
per cent. expenses. I was ome of three, representing
Sinn Féin and the Voluntesrs, who remained at & table
in the Town Hall after 2n appeal, on behalf of our
organisations, had been made for subscriptions to be
handed in to us - aftsr we had saved them from
conseription -« and ono one out of sixty subscribed.
Anyone, with a bad temper and with a gun, would nearly

have ugsed it on them.

It was a tragedy, even to the present day, that
. conseription was not enforced, because it would have been
a form of purification. It might have brought ocut some
Irish feeling. It might have made men out of mice and,
evan if they submittaed to conscription, it might have put
spirit irto spineless men.

To stani there all day and see the wealthy anti-
Irish Irishmen take their 220, 230 and 150 and sneer at the
people who gaved their skin, ereated in me a sourness which
I found hard enough to shakc off. 1t was 8 very fine, warm;
sunshiny yvear ~ a rere thing in Ireland. Our friends, the
Germans, fell, and it made it a hundred times worse because
'Wwe spent three years of Hucﬁ,high hopas of English defeat.
The weight of the almigh¥y American-Jdewish dollar went
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ogoinst her, like in the second world war. Our hearts
dropped so low it was hard to surfage again. Tne pro-

Britisb and antl-Irish secticas went mad with drunien
parades and street marches, and would probably drive the
pro-Rapublicans out of the country but for the faect that
the "flu broke out.

fhe late muzer und early autuun of 1918,
folliouing the intensive anti-conscription campaign,
founi the ranks of the Volunteers considerably inercased.
Uen who would not think for s moment to b2 in any
type of Irish militery or sami-militury.organisation
or who would not £izht a hen, flocked into the movement
for no purpose put to save thenselves from use by thé
British Aroy a3 fodder for German uns. Vhen.
conscription failed and the danger passed & big nunber
dropped out again. Still we had left a good nunber
of young men vho fémained, and the poricd of conseription,
orgonisation and training opencd up national feelings
end the neceésity everyuhore of & nilltary force in
cach parish. Looking back 20-25 years later, I often
thought that perhipz we'd nsver have 30 pany young osn
in the I.R.4. later in the Block and Tan war
but for this anti-conscription thrsat. Given an earl;
“jdee of the usefulnsss of organise& milivary bodles,
uo attempted to put it on a more arzy footing and
called an important meseting for thedlection of now
officors.

Toz Hickey, on account of his aarly marriage
%0 & foarcer's daughter living in Deerpari, over & nlle
from the town, lived there, aﬁﬁ lost direet intersst
in even%s of that poriocd. So John O'Keeffe, Ueu Bt.,
(no volation of John O'Reeffe, Pawnbroker) was appointced
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Coptain. His schoolpals voted him into that position,
and later events proved their wisdom. Um. O'lLiara,

1ill st., his schoolpsel, vas appointed Vice Capiain;

In. O'Keeffe, or Gmall Jack, Adjutant; X, Asst. Adjutant;
Paddy Pouer, & native of Clonea, a shop assistant at
Comsrford & Balduin's drapery, {uartermasier.

7ith the anti-congcription periecd of training
this stocd a graat test very soon, for no soconer than
t7o months later - in Fovember 1918 - the lst World Uar
ended. British triumphed again, and this required all
the organisation we had ¢o hold our feet. For the
tsgporetion vomen®, their children, old parents otc., -
lost 01l sense of calmmess with joy, and with rivers
of drink €loving about from mountains of monsy dished out,
any pro-1916 mon, family or house stood danger of
{rmediata attack, perhaps seriocus damage. Dastruction
and loss of life would take place all over but for that
torrible Buropean scourge Lolloving on the heels
of ths eand of the var - the Blagk 'Flu.

Though millions vere lost in the 4} years uar,
in two months twzice as mony died from this *flu
supposcd to originate in Europe. Thousands of unburisd
bodies lyinz on g_mund ond trenches! This killed in
Ensland and hor alljed countries the joy and recklessness
_ that naturally followed a successful 4} years var.
Host families were stricken down and many lost thres or

four.

I escaped for six weeks, though I called to seo
the late Jack O'Keeffe every night (Adjutant Jack) then
1ivingz with his father in Cooke St. He was doun for half
a year. Eveﬁmm-l-got it bad a.nd was in bed for o .omy
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and the blackest man in Africa was not blacker.

I'ost amazing, before this death scourge disappearsd
a genoral election vos declared in England and this, of
course, applied %o Ireland as well. " Bven befors I was
out of bed I drafted a poster ond eirculars. Ue had
to get them printed outside the toun, for tuwo months
earlier I had got & poster printed by Tom iynch against
pen joining the English Arny end its nwording was too
stropz. The R.I.C. confiscoted his printing machinory
‘and the £irst day I was struck with the °flu I bad
called some of his old fricnds together for a meeting in
the Tom Hsll ¢o see hou e could make uvp a sum of money
Gfor him to mointain his vwife and fanily. Six or seven
turncd up - officers of the Sinn Féin movement, ineluding
rourico Hickey, James O'Keceffe, Sefn O'Flymm, Dr. Iarphy s
‘and I beldieve I could nov open ny mouth. Dp. Lurphy
ordered me out of the roon and inguivied if I had |
any close friend in a public-house who would ba so kind
a8 to give mo a bottle of whiskey, for, Gue to its
severe scareity, £20 vould not obtaln it in & shop thon.
1 got one on umy way uﬁ'home from Dan Oregg, Lansger
skehan Bros., but could scarcsly toke off ay clothes
with sickness. I pub the bottle ﬁo my.mouth as advised
apd finished the vhole bottlse in an hour. It was the
only eurs then - it killed the poison - vut not being
-éva&l&ble it could not be had. He‘brought another
bottle next day, snd both bottles killed the poison
bafora it killed m9. The reason Lloyd Georsgs
declared an oleetion vas %o use their great victory,
and he (Prime Minister) naturally thought ths peoplo
would support the leaders, but strenge the kink of human
nature: Lloyd George was'beaten!



Homever, I struggled out of bed the day of the
election in 1919 and vas given the job of meeting all
voters in the Prosentation Convent. Plerce LeCann,

& gentloman and large fermer at Dulla, outside Cashel,
was the Simn Féin candidate. He vwas @ prisoner in
England. Tom Condon, Clonmel, an ex-Redpondite Hational
memb2r, was & decent, popular man, hu?. on account of

his standing against a Sinn Féin candidate

the urons or anti-national element supported him.

Porter vwas dished oﬁt on the strects from barrels from
his .supbortera (local leaders). fartin Yalsh, High
Road, who was o member of our Company {and still hale
and hearty in 1955), end ‘I were on duty inside the gate
-across the road from Feirfield at. noon. large squads
of ‘separaﬁion women', their children, brothers, parents,
ete., mobilised in groups and paraded the straets
oarryinz all sorts of missiles, sticks, stonos,bricks,
bottles ete. Inflamed with six barrels of porter
dished out by a very honourable but one hndred per cent
profledmondite Yamager of . Pouer®s Bottling Stores,
they attacked in Kiclkham St. & bipycle shop of Hichael
MeGrath (Rath), 3 member of a femous national family,
whose brother Faurice will figure prominently in this
orite-up. They broke his windows and soms bigcycles
left with him for repalr. They sitaghed the third or
fourth only motor car in toun, at that time owned by

Dr. !merphy and driven by Jicoy Hﬁrley, ain 8t., & dellcat
men, rade ploces of the windscrcen and contipued
est_;t.acki.ﬁxg all shops and snpéorters of Sinn Féin ubo
displayed Sinn F8in colonré. After rmech damage and
m._jury they ret.ﬁmeﬁ by Heu St; to the Greonglde,

 and opposite the present Swan Club thoy encircled a
motor car with eight voters from Grangemockler, eight
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miles away, wh% ymd to come into town f:.o vote. The
car wvas driven/the owner, Tom Reldy, alresdy mentioned
in the St. Patrick's Day store ammnition and explosive
raid. Trus to his reputation he had o gun (revolver)
on him apd he fired a shot in the air for protection.

I was on the actual spot at the time and so were
zembers of the R.I.C., including a very popular 5 7
Bead(?pnst&ble Cronin.  Reidy was placed under a;-rest.
later he got 12 months in Cork Prison for this offence.
His valueble revolver was teken by the R.I.C. He was

re;.easad after six months in poor health.

The mob then broke into thoe eonvent yard,
tuhere a naanber of bootﬁs were held and with only lmriin
Ualsh #nd I on duty at the time, with bottles and stones
fired froely. Ve got inside a large tree and the wall,
The tree bore the signs of attock until cut down.
After XS mimutas of this attack epd still both of us
on our fect, an elderly leading member of the entl Sinn

‘F6in gang faced his gang in front of us and sald to me:

“] see you at G.A.A. matches®, ¥e hed met on the road
to Clonmel. Walsh had put up & great fight., “You tno

get out of hers; I will see no stones or bottles are

. fired until you &rc clear* he said. We took his ¢ip

and got out with our lives. - Ve reached the Toun Hall,
vhere Sinn F8in H.Q. was, and reported. John 0'Keeffe,
the newly sppointed Captain, was there. Ho mobilised

as many of the Volunteers as were avallable and sent &
note to Ballyneale, Faugheon and the immediate parishes
to come in in strong forces. After &n hour or two #¢ fad.
66}‘%‘“ mrching through the strests end had the strsets
to ourselves. The 200 mob of | pro-British people had
very wisely cleared into their homes. Voters displaying

Sinn Féin colours or sympathies vere attacked in
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Greystone St., & strong area of the pro-British.

It was knoun as the *Cockplt®. let the readers
understand that such pro-British ‘faeljngs were dua to
poverty and propagenda. '

That night we in a gang of twenty surrounded the
houses of the stone and bottle firers in Long Lane.
They all barricaded their houses with tables, chairs
and beds, but some of our countrymen had no mercy |
and broke in throuszh wimlows and even pulled some of them
out through windows.- All that could be fou:m‘i got & -
great hiding. The .t.oﬂn wag taken over end £1,000 could
be offered to see one of them, how scared they vere.
Yhep polling closed we again paraded the stresis,
through the spots in the lanes and out the Ballyrichan
road, another hot quarter, where e retired at 1.50 a.m.
after o long, strenuous and dangerous day. |

This bard hitting hiding they got stood good.
For & long tims they remained ss mesk as mice. The
Sinn F8in candidate, Plerce lecCann, the jail bird
2s he wes then calied, won fairly well. In most
areas the ilational Party or Redmondites did not contest
the election at all, leaving & free fiold to Sinn Féin,
on account of the great victory ovér the attempted
conseription threat, but it's debatable indeed
if the contests vere held that Sinn Féin would not have
the signal vietory they had. |

The year ended wUith the British victory, Germany'’s
defeat and the terrible death roll of the *flu.
Hational and social spirit sank low and very low in 1919.

The early death of our victor, Pierce LcCann, in
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an English prison brought great grief in South East
Tipperary. His funeral from Dublin was a manifestation
" of nationsl grief. A bunch of the loeal boys deecided
to cycle all the way %o Cashel though it was a vet
morning; no motors at that time. S$1x of us who went
got drenched. After having somz food in Cashel

W? decided to cycle on to his home at Ballyowen, Dulla.
We wera deeply imprassed by his fine home - Ballycuen
House - and all the extensive up~to-date outhouses,
cattle, horses and expensive lay-out. 4 man of rather
extensive property, he embraced the national cause,
suffered and died for it¥ (hat more can & man give?
It uas noarly dark when he was lald to rest in his
native clay. Thousands attended. Dark had set in
when ve resumed our return-to Carrick-on-Suir, 30 miles
éway. - The night was stark dafk, with rain and storn.
e could not see a yard in front of us. The roads |
vere like river beds, with loose stones and rut holes.
I got rany falls and was drenched through and through.
me.got honme at 3 in the morning. His early death.
knocked the sp1§1t of the peopls still lower.

~ The foregoing sad events, perhaps, hed much
to do with a decay in the Rapublican spirit, and the
remainder of 1919 or nearly all of it was somsthing
like a quagmire of Qeprassion and looked 1ike as i
we'd sink agoin into the same lownsss as had followed
the *67 Rebellion or attempt. Suddenly it rose again
at the end of the year or early in the Hew Year (1920)
follouinz the Soloheadbeg road ambush. Had the British
gsed this as propaganda instead of the man-hunt and
- the wholesale raiding and opening up the floodgates of fury



1t*s possible the spirit would not ro-kindle like it did.
But with their intensive hostile actlon, their ruthlass

~ treatment of the civil population sand thelr unbridled
hntred.of any suspects of gehuine Republicanisa and
nationnlism, this open tyranny at the time was a God-send,
for it engendered an amazing spirlt in a seection of
lively young men of spirit. Yet, of course, it had no
effect on the spineless young men of the wealthy sectlon,
of the section Who ape tho wealthy in the hope that they
be rogarded as equsls, and the vefy poor whose spirit is
dead. - |

Entering into 1920, the first year of real
genuine attack on the enemy since the glorious
Easter Week of 1915, a year of unceasing intensive
activity in the troining of a proper military orgenisation
of thé 1.R.A. Up to then in this area (Bth Battallon
or Carrick-on-Suir) it was in the ﬁilitany standard
only a national orgzanisation of an accepted semi military
orgénisation. This year it fully developed into &
full blooded army standard. Practically every night
from 8 p.m. to -any hour of mid mbrning it was a8 ¢aso
of training, drilling, organisation, parades, revolver .
practice, oath svearing, etc. etc. Raiding for erms
continued, and the only arms of any worth-while prestiée
were farmers' shotguns. About this period it was o
cage of any old gun, goof,or bad, without even a single
cartridge, because since 1916 and the raiding over a
year proviously it was ilmpossible for farzers to obtaln
from the merchants the single cartridges. In most
casas the old farzers had notified that they had guns
and did not,waht them to fall into the hands of the enemy.
At the time they were collecting shotgums, in a nunber
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of cases they were taken sgeinst the owners' wishes -
some who would prefer them to fall into the hands of
the enemy. In & few cases owners Who professed that
they were one hundresd per cent with us strongly
cbjected to cur taking thelr guns, saying that they
wanted them ete. TIumerous comsdy stories could be
related of incldents #nd eircumstances of their collection.
Yot the o?ganisation had a number of collsctions
without any order from the local headquarters. Local
strong supporters, or at that time more or less
external members, had called on their neighbours'aﬁd

collected guns.

Viaiting or railding houses by night, disguised
or remaining outside the door while menbers of outside
areas who could swear the people about to bs raided
were unknown to them, some interesting conversations
took place. If I attempt to relate or open up this
- form of activity in writingu ny write-up would take so
lAmuch gpace it would be far bsyond the patience of a
publisher to put ¢n print, so I intend to confihe ny
experionce to one hundred per cent military activity.

In the full or honast-to-ggddness sense of the
vord 1920 was the‘first year of the resl open varfare
sgainst Black and Tans and English forces in Ireland.
After the blood hunt all over Iunster following
Soloheadbeg ambush, the Bnglish Army of occupation
and their torture ond shooting-up activity
mist b2 given full credit for the development and super
advance full blcoded I.R.A. organisation and operational
milivary activity. At the start ofrthe yaarrwe put
the_carrick-on-Suir or np Company into real military



-2l -

status. Early in January s speclal important meeting
of the Company wes held in the Town Hall and vas
addressed by Eamon O'Duyer, a large extensive farmer
from Cashel. His home was subsequently burned down

by the Black and Tans and his invalid mother taken cut
on the latm in a stretcher to vier the flamasof her
fine home, ¥e spoke for 3 of an hour on trainling,
orgenisation apd patriotisa. He was ons of the pionsers
of the Sinn Féin and Volunteer movement, but he strongly
spoke ogainst shooting any man, but especially 8 |
policeman or soldier, simply pecanse he had on or vore
& uniforn. Ho dsprecated such action « that no exeuse
would justify shooting a .policeman from behind & dsstch
unless Some grave cﬁarge uss proved against him.

His afddress on this point on youngsters had a
dccided slant. He repeated this form of eddress in
every area he viaited, and event}ually this advice
lead to differences with headquarters.and subsequently
led to either his dismissal or retiral.

After the meeting the Company ro-elected its )
officers. 1 uas appointed for the first time Company
Engineer, & position unheard of at that time. lany
of the members Uei-e rather surprised 1 was not given
a higher rank, after 2 or 3 years of actual leadership
or at least responsible for the existence of the
rovement. of course, I had cold sense enough to knov
that I vas not vuearing a local school tie and that,
vhile huren pature is vhat it 13, it°s natural that
the school tie got first ﬁ.reference.' S8econdly, it's
guite possible that locals may thinﬁ: this stranger
'only iA years in tovn should be cheeky as to attempt
to show them the way, or perhaps Jaaiousy. Yot it
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had no 11l-f22ling on me. Fortunately I was one
hundred per cent free frbm.it at the time and the
'intense interest and. love for the work coversd and
blocked out any thought like that. While I am writing
35 years later I'd hardly accept it now, because if you
or anyone create an organiSatipn you'd like to be on
the high officership. Yet, though not fitting 1ﬁ
higher rank, I was éléaysrin the inmer circle of

worth-whille opserations.

Tntensified night training was the order of the
tnight?, not the day, because all had to do thelir
ordinary work during the daytime to exist. This vas
far better as ve vere abls to get éut_of town unnoticed
by the police or people'anﬂ able to get to parish or
company areas for organising and training the rural
companies. It's surprising what youth can do.

It's unbelicvable at ocur present age, 35 years later,
that after working 10 hours in & shop - because the most
of us were shopboys, the backbone of the I.R.A. then -
that after having our tea We at once got into action
.8ix nights every week and, of course, every sunday

was & 16 hour day in I.R.A. Work.

| Tﬁe R.I.C.. evacuated the barracks at Carrickbeg,
Clonea, Fiddoun and Slatsquarries, and we immediately
blet them up or rather down - not any great job for
bravery recognition becsuse we had only old ruins of
buildings to demolish.

Often among ourselves later in life 1n discussing
this we said that if only 1 or 2 police remained
there armed they would never be taken. Pernaps the

joke was true, because another local barrack five
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" miles from the town, &t Glenbower on tha Dublip road,
the four police in 1t, thoudr like llons in a cBge,
stuck it to the end, though during the year before the
Truce it wos attempted to be taken many times and vas
under heavy fire, yet vas never closely épproachad in a
realistic or miliiary vay to overcome this ama;l force.
1 will refer later to this gﬁrrison. which was & source
of help to the I.R.A. in providing arms end ammnition
from inslde.

1he empty barrack at Carrickbeg was an 0ld -
mud wall one, and the day after evacuation, or night
rather, we knocked it. The wall was so soft that the
charge did not make as puch noise as the bfeaking of a
goose agg. Next day I had & call from & locsl curate,
Fr. O*Shes, C.C., St. Nichélss's, & close friend of the
movement, but the poor mén 43 now long dead, R.I.P.
He was very odd. Though X céuld bet 1,000 to 1
he did rot know a single word about the plan of destructic
but hesrd oflit next day, he said “I'knen'this was to be
done. I held awalte until after-midnigh£ and was
disappointed with the want'of ﬁoise from the explosion.
Even I heard the cock crow. If 1t vag & strong stone
wall building the noise it would cause would wake
and throw out of bed all the shoneens in the town".
His way of thought and expression!

Ths R.I.C. i{n carrick-on-Suir then vere
strengthened by the forces in the aforementioned barracks
this doubling their strength, and this gave them
sgrength for a while. They bocame very active.

They made numerous house raids and questioned many people

That spring &nd summer the movement was put on & solid
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gilitary basis, with all the companies organised and _
all the men fairly well trained. Headquarters formed -
divisions and they later formed battalions - an
absolute necessity for comﬁunications, reports and
orgaenisation. (ur Carrick-on-3uir aresa, on account
of 1ts extreme east position, was the 8th Battalion of
the 3rd Tipperary Brigade which consisted of eight
battalions. The 3th Battalion consisted of nine
companies, bheing the largest battalion 1n.the brigade,
but when we added the 10th Company from over the
berder but near the town in Co. Kilkenny, Kileash ﬁas
given to Clonmel or the 5th Battalion.

Every day in 1920 brbught news of war activity -
a@bnshes, deaths, shoeootings, executions, torture, great
deads of recorded and unrecorded actions by the I.R.A.
and by the people, whose loyalty, patriotism,
extraordinary bravery, courage, kindness and goodwill
to the I.R.A. wrs chiefly resppnsihle for their

sugeess.

The first worthwhile cperation in early 1920 in
which I participated was the destruction of the local
income tax collector's books and documcnts st
Turkstown, Fiddown, Co. Kilkenny. Tt was decided
by G.H.Q}. that income tax books and documents throughout
the Thirty-two countlies should be destroyed on this
particular night. I am not in a pos;tion to say
whether the operation was fully carried out in the
north-eastern part of the country (now known as'the
S8ix Counties), but, in a total of Z}0 or 350 areas,
income tax documents were burned that night. Vie

mobilised after closing the shops at 9 p.m. - a
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Saturday night - and waited until it got dark. Six
of us took part in this operation: John O'Keeffe,
Battalion, 0/C, W. O'ilara, 0/C, Ed. Power, I.0., A.
Compény, Tom Phelan, later Company Engineer amd,
later st;ill, Battalion Enginser, and myself, Battalion
Engineer; and again we fotched Tom Reidy, whom I
‘mentioned earlier aé being 1n-the.capture of the large
explosives arsehal. Reidy was again brought in, for
his daring. All wenl separately on biecycles -~ the
only transport then available,- travelling towvards
Waterford, about six and a half miles from Carrick-on-
Suir, though we joined with ome of the bunch on the
road. We had masks and loaded Webleys, and all met |
at the gate outside the residence of the collector at
8 given time. Only one or two.knen vho exactly the
others were. All of us entered the house about
10.30 p.m. the collector and his wife - Mr. and lrs.
Drohan - were on their knees, saying the Rosary, and,
as far as I can recollect, we were asked by Mrs.
Drohan to join in at the finish of it. Mrs. Drohsn
was a huge-sized woman who was universally known and
popular in Carrick. She was a close personal friend
of Reldy, so he was warned to keep his mouth shut.

We said we had come a very long journey and told them
our business. As far as I know, they were strong
supporters of our cause, though he, being a Civil
Servant, had to hide it, but she didn't. 0f course,
the probable loss of his highly paid job need not have
caused them much worry, as she owned a very substantial
and rich farm of land adjacent. It is worth recalling
her: good nature and their love and respect for the
cause. She invited us to supper but we declined, with
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thanks, and said ve were in a hurry. She gtill
persisted and said that there was no fear of the
enemy coming. Yet, of course, any delay on our part
was dangerous, for if the enemy had sn inkling of
what was happening in only one of.the three hundred
and fifty areas, all such offices could be surrounded
that night ahd one of the blggest enemy victories
would be gained. Again, ample proof of the loyalty,
bravery and trustworthiness of the Volunteers
concerned! Reidy, being such a friend of the family
and knowing the woman so well, could not keep his
mouth shut, but changed his accent. He had to be
touched on the back to make him finisgh the
conversation. Then, without a word or growl, all the

books were handed over.

B1dding our two distinguished hosts, "Good
night, God bless you, and apologies!?, we went towards
the river Sulr, a field from the house. On thé main
Carrick-T/aterford road, we sprinkled s bottle or two
of paraffin oil over the books, paperg. ete., otc.,
and set them on fire. Looking.back now, what a
foolish place to select for the Job! Ve were in full
view from the road and, 1f the enem& happened to be
passing at that time, we would be under fire, but, of
course, there was very little motor transport then.

As a matter of fact, we ﬁid not meet a soul over the

twelve miles Journey, going and coming.

Host of the participants in this operation did
not know wvhat was to be done, or who or how many
wvere to take part. Each had a special Job - sentry,
guard, direction. We returned to Carrick by two
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roads, but sll arrived in town before 11.30 p.nm.
Everyone had a bicyele that night, and no one took the

leaSt notice, just like people in mector cars now.

Action is the best form of training, and this
job, well done, gave' courage, trustworthiness and
reliance to the men who took part and later were called

on to help in similar big operatiocons.

fext day, the only paper in circulation then,
the Dublin deily "Independent', a hundred per cent.
anti Irish, antl Republican rag, had a sorrowful tale
to give to the people. A gad story for its owner -
but, little and all as it was, 1t gave the Republican
army and the people great coufage. and proved to the
enemy and the world the widespresd strength of the
I.R.A., its perfection, its obedience to orders and
its ability to carry military operations into any

cornef-of the country.

This was a great blow to the enemy, for it
rendered aslmost impossible the collection of 1ncoﬁa
tax from their own rich friends. Only the people who
were rich were their friends. Prices for beef
cattle were higher than they are even to-day (1955)
when farmers are receiving sky-high prices. The
prices-then averaged £80 for a bullock, 6/- a pound
for butter, -eggs. 6/~ & dozen, and milk, 2/- a
gallon. The bigger thé farmer, the cioser the
friend of England he was. It was generslly understood
that many of them sent thelr cheques direct to
headquarters the following week - scie who would not

be too willing to pay under the ordinary channel.
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So the English army of occupation began a whirlwind of
house-raiding and questioning, but they were badly
handicapped in every area as the R;l.c. had almost
disappeared into barracks and apparently were gettlng
no information of any kind. Otherwise, it would have
been impossible to do the things we did without thelr
knowledge of it. All our success was due to the
secrecy and trustworthiness of the members of the

I.R.A.

 When Brigade-Headquarfers was set up at
Rqsegreen, midway between Clerihan and Cashel, the
organisation becanme a'full-time military one, though
everyone associaped'with 1t were Volunteers. Orders

from Headquarters 1ﬁ Dublin were received there and

"transmitted to the Battalion Headquarters, the latter

passing thém on to the Company officers. The work
entailed by numerous despatches, orders and reports
gave full-time night oécdpation'to Battalion officers,
and it must be borne in mind that working for a living

then meant a sixteen or eighteen—hour day. -

Practically all the A.Company officers became
Battalion officers:-

Battalion 0/C.
Battalion Vice 0/C.
Battallon Adjutant.

Coy. Englneer Battalion Engineer.
coy- IQO. - B&tt&lion IIGI

Company Captain
Vice Coy. Capt.
Coy. Adjutant

Coy. Quartermagter - Battalion Quartermaster.

Coy. Despatch ~ Battalion Despatch.

This, of course, necessitated great difficulty in
filling all above vacancies ﬁith new officers from one
small Company, and for a number of months the Battalion
officers had to hold Battalion and Company ranks

combined.
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It waé too mach to expect a man to work at his
ordinary work for ten hours a day, es Welllas doing the
immense duty then imposed on officers in looking after
a large Battalion and an active Company, unless he was
working in a shop or an office fb? his fathér - or
with an uncle, like I was, who had been a Fenian or
the:Castleisland qunlighters' agent thirty-five or
forty years preVioﬁsly. and who was very hostile to
English rule, bred into his blood from evictions during
his schooldays.  :So, fortunately, I was able to spend
2ll my spare time as a shop aséisﬁant. In a small
town like ours, there was plenty of spare time for a
shopkeeper or shop assistant, Tao full days' work
in & week, if put together, would be the most we would
have £o db, but unless the shop remained open for the
whole week, the business would suffer. Host of my
time was devpted even then, the spring of 1920, to
I.R.A. setivity with nine large Companies, embracing
three counties -.a very wide area. As the shop was
situated in the centre of the town and there was only
my uncle with me, all the Company officers and the
members of the nine Companies, when in town either
on I.R.A. duty or business, would call in to see mse,
1n_case I might have a job for them, or for a chat.

As time went on, this practice became very dangarous
and it was discontimied altogether, for precaution&fy
measures, in case the enemy might start putting two

and two together. -

At the end of the spring of 1920, we had a
visit from Sedn Treacy, the famous Tipperary leader.
This visit to the extreme end of Tipperary was halled

by the officers of the Battalion as a great honour.
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" Only the officers were aware of his idehﬁity.

Although secrecy was absolutely essential for security
reasons, this was detrimental to.the morale of the
rank apd file. That waéhgood enough for the officers,
by way of this high official compliment and
encouragement, should be gocd also for the rank and
file. After all, it was a Volunteer army. Ve all
met this outstanding Irish soldier at Rath, the farm
of the famouvs kcGrath famlly - one of them, Maurice,
who later bhecame 0/C, Sth Battalion, and about whom

T shall have more details to give later on in tﬁis

statanent.

Ule all felt highly honoured. ﬁil'the‘leading
Bat;alionAofficers, Company Captains and senior | |
comﬁany officers were present. Trgacy'briefly .
lgcetured us on the high-ligﬁts of military organiéation,

capturing of arms in the area, training, etc., ete.

It was clese on midnight when we left McGrath's
farn in Rath, and I, with three other Battalion
officers, was appointed to accompany Tfeﬁcy to
Carrick, as guide and bodyguard. . It was a fipe night.
Avoiding the main roads, we went along the hillside
over the town, through old.llass paths or short-cuts.
Leaving Crehana Crosé, we took a rather périious,
narrov footpath, then used by the town child;en from
Carrickbeg, facing Crehana boys'! school. One would
have to be agile and smart_to venture on ﬁhis path.

It was then a very bright moonliight night, and
suddenly behold, out of the blue like a ghost, a man
appcared with a blecycle. Sedn Treacy, with the
typical alertness of a soldier's training, snapped

-
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to attention and, putting his hand on his revolver,
was about to challenge, "Who goes there? Put up your
hands!", when we, recognising the man, said it was
safe to let him pass. He was the very notable,
highly learned and distinguished principal of the
nearby Crehana national school, Laurence Kiely, who,
like many others of the professorial class, worn out
from the torture of trying to instil educatlion into
children, under ten years of age, used go into tcwn
for a drink of "lemonade®" to ease the nerves, and,
though rarely seen on the bike, was seldomt seen
without its company - like a walking stick., Ehather
he preferred not to be on the public road, or forgot
he was off it, I cannot say, but he pushed his way up
the steep incline where it was difficult even to pick
ons's footsteps, not to speak of pushing a bike too.
Je muttered some sort of salutation to us. Belleve
it or not, Sedn Treacy could never forget this
inecident. He thought it the strangest perforiance
imaginable - the professor negotiating a pathway

only uged by himble children.

About this pericd, another development set in
which benefitted the morale of the I.R.A. considerably-
the rescus of Sedn Hogan at the rallway station in
Knocklong. It had the same effect of invigorating
appeal and encouragement as would be felt after the
defeat of a large division or capture in a worid war.,
Training started in earnest, and our officers avalled
of this opportunity. The 8th Battallon area was
-extensive and, 1in order to spend one full night a week
in each Company, we had to be on duty on bSundays as
well., With nine companies, we had to take on two or
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three companies on & Sunday, or two extra Companles
on some nights. 1t was fairly easy to do this in
the winter because we were able to get out of town
after 6 p.m. without anvonec seeing us, guite different

in the lorg evenings.

All ovr military knowledge and efficiency
was acquired from books. We had no one toteach us
at the start because we had to maintain secrecy to

avoid information falling into the enemy's hands.

To train five or six hundréd raw recruits in
nine parishes atnigﬂt and to work for a living next
day meant that from this time to the Truce in July of
" the following year, I and my Battalion offigera
scarcely spent three hours in bed unless we . slept
late into the morning, and only those who were their
own bosses could stick this.. I was fortunate to be
working for my wncle - James Cofféy - who was a
violently anti-English man because he had suffered so
mich in his schooldays from rack-renting, eviétions,
selzure of cattle, arrests and moonlighting, forty
years previcusly. As he had no other shop assistant
oxcept myself, he suffered much through my absences
from vork, due to my gettihg into bed at five or
six o'cloek in the morning and staying there until
. ten o'elock. Sh0p$ were opened at 8 a.m. then.

It was as a s¢lf-preservation that I develaéed asilence,
unbelievahle inme - | as I am now quite a talker -

and rarely ever spoke oven to my comrades about what
Vwe did, intended to do, whom we met, or the thousand

and one things to speak about.
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In order to avoid meeting people on the roads
who might put two and two together, we found other
routes for getting to the different parishes than the
main roads. This entalled much more labour on
ourselves because, in most easeé, we had to travel on
foot through pathways, flelds, woods and over ditches.
Ballyneale was three to five miles from Carrick,
Allcash, eight miles, Grangemockler, nine miles,
Faughan, four milesg, Clonea, eight miles, Rathgarrick,
seven miles, lothel, four miles, and Windygap, three
miles. To make the journeys seem twice as long,
the company meetings were usually held in the most
ocut-of-the-way places, to avold detection. It was
amazing to see how these Volunteers from the rural
areas vicwed,with surprise and respect, our coming to
train then. They thought we were experts, whereas
we were no better, and perhaps worse than themselves.
Yot, coming from a town, we were suppossed to be
"wonders". In fact, we were gquite the reverse,
and had great cheek and pluck & attsmpt the training
of these men in the same manner as the military 4id

then, or would nosw.

All our Bgttalioh meetings were held at about
nine or ten o‘clock on weok nights which meant that we
would leave town about 8 p.m. after a ten-hour working
day, walking or cycling. These meetings were neaiy
always held in different éompany areas. Ue were
fortunate that the people living in these areas were
mostly sympathectic to us. Seventy-five per cent. of
them were wholly in favour of the movement, about ten

per cent were indifferent, and fifteen per cent. were



golidly pro British. But, thank God for that,
because cven if only one person from any of the
company or parish areas reported our presence to the
R.I.C., we would have little chance of escaping. Iv
vas impossible for us not to be observed when
travelling to and from the different company oareas,
by night and by day - the mere fact that we went
geross fields made it a thousand times more
guspicious - and also vhen one hundred to three
hundred men were being drilled and carrying out revolver
and éun éraetices. by night and on Sunday evenings.
The fact that no onc slipped into the local barracks
to give the word about our presence in the locality,
of even sent a letter, should be on record, toshow
the high stanﬂard'of patriotism. Compare this (o
their attitude dufing the Civil Uar period when
rarely was an I.R.A. man secn in the area but it was
reported at the local Freo 8Stato barracks an hour

lator.

By this time, ail the Companies were pretiy
well organised in the numerons milisary services.
The big snd dangerous job - and the one that most
men drended -~ was the daily delivery of despatches
from tho battalions to Brigade leadyuarters ad
Rosegreen. Two mon left Carriek, at the extreme end
of the promentory which constituted Co. Tipperary,
every day at about 10 a.m., for Rosegreen, near
Cashel, thirty miles away, via Clonmel or Fothard.
The main roads wvere avoided as far as possible,
except at certain pointo. Soxetimes the main
roads, on ascccunt of them being used by ordinary

vuginess people, weore safer for the Volunteers and
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"caused less susplicion, provided that the Volunteers
showed no sign of nervousness when meating a _
nilitary or poliece party, and made no attempt to
bye-pass then. The enemy began avoiding the main
roads as they were afrald of ambushes, and this
proved to be a danger to the Volunteers who might
be inclined to get careless and fail to maintaln

the calmness necessary to throw off suspiecions.

Every day - wet, dry, shoz or storm - the men had

to go, whether they had any matcrial or not.

After o short tiae, these men never left

the 8th Battalion without something for Brigade
Headquarters. gach Company Adjutant had to send

a report daily of zction, and the Battalion had
‘torreport daily too._ As well as that, any guns
~captured and any material of military value vere sent
to Brigade Headquarters, Very often, tho latter.
would return the compliment and gsend along a8

revolver for special jobs, such as, raids, protection
duty and training. It would be sent tp each
Company for a week or 8o, to enable the officers to
handle it, tc learn howr to use it and to have &

full knowledge of its rechanism. The very fact

of having such a weapon for a few days raised the
morale of the men considerably. wven a greenhorn
officer showed every sign of lmprovement after having
this weapon in his possession for a few days. This
shovis up the shocking staﬁe of affairs that existed
due to the absence of war eguipment. o have five

hundred men in every Battalion without even one good

revolver, not to say a rifle, In a COmpany grea was :‘
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enough to ceuse the men to lose heart of evér getting
subplieslfrom Beadguarters. The faet that the enemy
had disappeared from practically every rural area

was due to the passive resistance of the pebple rather

than to any military operation.

zvery Sunday, the senior battalion officers
proceeded to Brigade Headquarters for training,
instructions, lectures and discussions on plans for
oparational work for the following week. S. Robinson
prosided at practically every Brigade meeting. These
mestings were held in different townlands in the
homes of our loyal supporters - all farmers - and they
used give us free dinners. As 8 result of these
weekly Leetings, all the officers of the 8th
Battalion in the 3rd Tipnerary Brigade became very
well acquainted, and a high-grade, full-blooded
friendship sprang up ambngat-them. No words of mine
aould deseribe the 1ntensity of this friendship.
It was extraordinary indeed when one remembers the
- intense hatred that developed among them during the
tragic'01vil‘war. I often think of the truth of
that old saying, "When friends fall but. they are the

worst enemiesv.

I suppose another reason for this friendship
auong the I.R.A. men was the contimial risk of
immediate death-. Frequently, we would not return
to our Battalion éreas ofl Sunda¥ s and would take a
day off{ on londay, because some of our friends in
the area between Carrick and Cashel would bring us
to their homes in the early hours of the morning, or
to participate in a military operation or raid, if
the opportunity arose. This form of acquaintanceship
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served its own purpose as, later on, the Volunteers
vere able io move about the'county in column
formation and to call at'the homes of loeal Company
officers or men. It enabled an active Brigade or
Battalion officer to personally know about three

thousand comrades in the area.

Coming on towards the end of the year 1920,
the effects ofrconstant railding, ambushes, murder,
torture burning, and curfew changed the people's
pattern'of living. Practically all forms of

"business or other means of livellhood were suspended

by the active members and officers of the Volunteers,
and parents or bosses, who depended on their

services, suffered their own share. No man can

-

-serve two masters, and so, for the vast majority of

Brigade, Battalion and Company officers, 1t was a
case of "no other law*. It was fortunate that we
were all young men, as otherwise, we could not have
stood the strain of working for a living in the day
time and spending five nights a week on I1.R.A. duty.
Yet that was the pattern of our iife then.

About this time, one of the greatest blows
struck the 3rd iipperary Brigade - the death of our
baloved Vice Brigade 0/C, Sean Treacy, in Talbot
Street, Dublin, after a glbrious fight, Hero of a
hundred battles}. A man whow every Volunteer in the
Brigade adored! The man who ingspired us, gave us
courage and to whom we looked for a lead! But, look
at how ended his gfeat life! He had spent the pre§1ous
night in company with his o0ld soldier friend, Dan

Breen, on the roofs of houses in Dublin, defending
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their lives and firing pot shots down at the enemy,
one after another, as they appeared; The odds
against the tvo men were a hundred to one, yet both
escaped. Vasn't it a dreadful tragedy that this
Irish de Vet exposed himself in one of Dublin's
central streets and that it ﬁas possible that he was
éhadowed-by an Irish spy! Who could beliieve for a
moment that the enemy were capable of thinking of
having an Irish spy to track Breen and Treacy, and

if it were possible to have one In Talbot Bireet at
that time,.it is only logical that every other important
street in the eity was manned by a similar wreteh,
unless, of course, eneny intelligence wés better than
it was reputed to be and they knew that I.R.A.
headquarters, or its equivalent, was in Talbot Street!
'If the enemy were aware of this, it opens up another
chapter of unwritten‘history for the future historian.
1f only one spy was employed to shadow Breen and
Treacy, why was he in Talbot Street? After thirty-
five years, no explanation was issued by Heédquarters
on this important natter, If Dublin had thousands |
of famous fighting men - and who will deny that? -
why the necessity of bringing such famous men from
Tipperary to carry out the big Jobs? 'Was it on
account of their experience? Vhen it was found -
necessary to have them in Dublin, who was'responsible
for ensuring that no one could shadow them? . Even
with a hundred spies, how could they know that the
two Tipperarymen would be in fublin, or of the
necessity for having them there? I havé never yet
heard that General Headquarters held an inguriy to

ascertain if‘the British spy was helped by some spy
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from the Dublin 1.R.A. ranks. Anyone with average
intelligence and thinking powers must feel that one
spy could not, at that moment, have been outside

premises so much used by Dublin Headquarters men.

A mystery mever cleared up! Let us hope that my
giving this statement to the Bureau will be the
.means of influencing ths énrviving members of
General Headguarters to nmake a report on this

matter.

~

Sedn Treacy's early death cast a shadow of
gloom all over Ireland, but in his native Counﬁy.
especinlly in the 3rd Tipperary*Brigade area where
he'was universally adored and respected, a black
cloud of gloom settled. At his funeral in
Kilfeackle churchyard where thousands were
assembled, the place was surrounded by a large
force of Black and Tans and thfee hundfad men's
bieycles were taken away. A large number of these
bicycles were never claimed, which was a wiae course
because all the young. men who called to claim thelr
bicycles had to furnish their names and addresses,
which provided the enemy with a very useful way of
knowing who was who. However, to make up for his
loss, I.R.A. activity w.a.s resumed with a hundred
per cent. frequency, boldness, daring, in an all-out
ef'fort to show that all was not lost by the death

of one great lesder.

During the following month we in Cérrick-on»
Suir carried cut an important military operation
every night. Trains transporting lﬁrge conslgnuents
for various military stations between Waterford and

Clonmel were raided and their contents captured and
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destroyed. In most cases, these goods were food,
elothes, boots, delph, ete., ete. Post offices and
postmen wer: deprived of letters, parcels, etc.,
addressed to the snemy or to residents under
suspleion. As usual,-in all our operations, our
well prepared plans to avoid deteétion by outsiders
or by the enemy were always carried out to perfection.
Selected men were notified, half an hour before the
scheduled time, to be in & named place, but never -
the actual viecinity of the place, post, station or
building where the job was to be executed, and to be
armed as best they could. Then, at a certain time,
we would proceed to the exact place. Of ¢ourse, it
mist be understood that in most cases it was made
rather easy for us. In seventy-five per cent. of the
operations, we had everything cut and dried for us ‘
| by some friendly persons in the places we were..
raiding. These were postal officiels, éosbmen,
railway workers, ete., and‘if they happened to be on
the premises when we arrived, doors and windows were
opened for us, boxes placed in position for us to
take away and in most cases we were abie to leave

the building, station or the area in the shortest
possible time and get safely away, ‘ 0f course, fpr
these operations we had the advantage of the long
winter nights.

However, we had carried out similar operations
in the previous June and July, and we continued
these operations in the following May and Juné. We
always took better precéutions,in the summer months.
For instance, I once brought along a white flannel

waistecoat, which used be worn by old meh along the
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Comeraghs: - hawneen - and ﬁ widé. Jerry hat, and when
I put them on outside the post office, my comrades
had to ask me my name, s0 good was the guise.
Passers-by remarked, "There's &n oid shephard from
the mountain!® Twenty-five yards further along
the road, 1 wrapped them up in a parcel and appeared

in my ordinary clothes again.

Our campeign of intensive action was so
éuccessfﬁl - we carried out about a hundred
operations in the town and Battalion area:in a
month - that the enemy got moving to counteract all
this. Our first loss was the capture of our Vice
commandant, Villiam O'Mears - a good, sound, sensible
officer, a glutton for work, a great loss to the
Battallon Staff, a popular, good-humoured man. A
few nlghts later, we held a Battalion meeting and
elected a farmerts son from Rath, Co. Waterford -
ﬁauriee’ﬁcurath - ag Vice Comuandant in place of
O'Heara. The licGrath farm was a éubstantial one, but,
as thers were two qther brothers at home, Usurice was

able to devote most of his time te I.R.A. work.

Operatlions were continusd in the Battallon area.
¥e- had hardly sebtled down when, to add to our losses,
the Commandant, John O'Keeffe, was arrested while
- trying to escape into tho Convent, where he and his
family were well known. His, or rather his parents’,
residence and business premises adjolned the Convent.
Had he been three minutes earlier, he would not have
been seen by the enemy and would have got safely into
the Convent. This was a big loss to our new

Battalion as he wds one of our most active officers
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and showed great ability, energy, daring and courage.

He had all .the qualifications necessary for buildihg
up the Battallon - very young, always available for
operations which required immediate action on receipt
of information which might suddenly crop up, and
capable of adapting himself to military knowledge and
training. We had now to elect a new Commandant.
Once again it was desirable that he should be living
in the town, as we received an order from Headquarters
that the appointment should be s whole-time job.
Maurice lcGrath had been an easy selection for Vice
Commandant as he could move from company to company
even in the daytime, and it was now considered that
he would be sultable for the post of Commandant.
After three hours' deliberation, the gay, laﬁghing

and carcfree Maurice McGrath was promoted Commandant
of the Sth Battalion, in place of the imprisoned John
0!'Reeffe, and, in ordgr to continue the policy of |
appointing officers who could give whole-time

service to the Battallon, We'appointed another County

Weterford man as Viece Commandant, one Thomas Fahy of

Ballindesert, who, like i‘cGrath, was not tied to any
Job. He was a real sportsman, loved greyhounds,

gun dogs, ete., and had made the training of dogs his
occupation, not like the training novadays as there
were no dog tracks then. A local golicitor, Hichael

Quirke - another dog fancier.-had a grddh for Iahy.

Readers must bear in mind that it was not so
easy to carry out an increasing number of operations
in the Battalion area without a hitch. 7ith two
townsmen in prison and with two senlor Battalion

officers more or less stranded, a couple of miles
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apart, in the rural area, who was to be in charge in
the town where all executive decisions had to be made?
0f course, the work of organisation nad been perfected
and the Battalion was now running smoothly, such as

Ad jutant dutles, enginecering, Quartermaster dutlies,
despatches, intelligence, etc., but even so there was
an immense amount of overlapping as far as the
officers vere concerned, becauée they were working
for bosses during the day and had not the time to
direct the services. I was the only townsman who
could, without fear of losing my Job, give all my
attention to keeping the wheels of the services going.

Christmas closed in with an alarming orgy of
excessive drinking, perhaps to find solace or some
escape from the trying times prevailing. For the
past three months iife in Carrick-on-Buir, as well as
in éveryxther town, was almost unbearable. Curfew
was at nightfall, and no matter how 1ﬁportant the
reason for going out of dcors, one was always
confronted with enemy patrols, "hands up’and a gun
shoved into one's mouth. Even a strong percentage

of the pro-British section were in the jitters.

Christmas eve saw a bilg section of the psople
becoming beasts through drink, the military, Black
and Tans, British ex goldiers and their wives, and a
big section of I.R.A. supporters gsprawling about.
Some of the ex soldiers repeated their vengeance of
1918-1919 by stoning the shop windows of promiment
Sinn F¢im supporters and shouting, "Up John Bull!" in
the streets. lirs. Dowley's premises - she was &

prominent Sinn Féin and I.R.A. supporter - at Vest
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cate, publie house and grocery, were smashed and much
damage done, and a large quantity of drink consumed in
the premises. This added fuel to the fire, and the
position became so bad that the military had to be
called out to deal with their local loyal sectlon.

Some of the big ruffians were brovght to the barrack
and held there until late on Christmas day. Hundreds
of gggnds worth of damage was done all over the town.

guietness prevailed on the holiest day of the
vear and on the following 5t. Staphen's day, but when
business resumed two days later, large-scale enemy
activity opened up. Houses were faided. I had Just
returned to business -when I observed some R.I.C.men
and Elgck and Tans pulling up outside. They were
about to enter when their attention was diverted by
a man who had refused to halt, and they followed him
instead. He was a Mr. Spicer, clog maker, a native
of Navan, who was married to a local Protestant lady,
Blsgs Cashman - his own religion. He was still in the
glias after Christman, as ususal. He would have been
shot and torn asunder but for the intervention of
the loyal pro-British peopile living_near/ﬁ?b Gorbyka
who owned a soup shop where the Black and Tans usually
spent thelr spare tims. But Spicer, to his eternal

credlit, refused to be searched.

Immediately, a horse-drawn common car with a
load passed by. The horse was galloping and the iron
wheels made such & nolse that the driver did not hear
the order to halt and had gone into ancther street.
Shots were fired over his head.

Having taken shelter in my private dug-out for
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ten minntes, I was informed that the coast was clear.

I went to the hall door, saw our Battalion
Quartermaster across the street at the door of
Baldwin's drapery shop where he was employed, and went
across to talk matters over with him. I was only a
few minutes there when the enemy appeared on the double.
They took up position in front of my place and half a
dozen of them rushed in. P. Butler, the Quartermaster,
and I separated. I went into Skehan's large grocery
store, vhich was packed with customers &s this was the
first day of opening after being closed for four days'
Christmas holidays, and for ten minutes I kept watching
the enemy going in andé out of ihe shop where I worked.
Suddenly, the enemy withdrew and, crossing the street,
came into Skehanis shop. Someone certainly had given
them information-that I was in Skehan's. I was pointed
out to them by an R.I.C. man. They used their new
method of pulling my clothes up over my head, and guns
hot as fire were shoved into my head and body. A
woman falnted near us, and this distracted the enemy

as a number of them went to revivae and take her off the
floor. It was a lucky faint for me. I would probably
have been brought out, a corpse, if they had contimed
the rough handling and pegging at me in their fury.

It took ten minutes before the woman came to life.

By that time, the lanager, Dan Gregg, got sgakm also
and some of the party had to attend to him. At the
time I had an enormous head of thick curly hair, and
the officer in charge had also a fine mop. He was a
tall, young and extremely handsome man, but was in a

thorough state of nerves, due to drink. He was shaking
and shivering, with a bad smell of whiskey. Like many

extra good-looking men, he was vain, for he had powder



- 49 -

on his face which he had fdund when ralding the house
of an I.R.A. leader in a townland ocutside the town -
two or three young girls were living there, who
presumably owned the powder and scent, This young
officer said to me, "Don't you frequently visit there,
your outside headquarters!® He wanted to knowdd I
use the face powder and scent in my hair, He spent
five minutes searching my extra large mop of curly
haii. which action reminded ma of my childhood days
when my kEother was searching my halr for vermin.
Although he was in an advanced state of collapse from
drink, he was nevertheless extremely mild and courteous.
He certainly was not satisfying the soldiers under

him Dbecause they were most anxious {0 give me a mauling.
After about fifteen wimites, he ordered me to put on

my clothes, I had, of course, to give an explanation
as to why I was not in my place of business and why

I was there.

There were a number of women in the shop and,
in accordance with enemy policy, they were not allowed
to leave, in case infermation.éould be given to the
I.R.A; as to their whereabouts.' Thése women got
frightened and began to get hysterical. I think the
officer and his men were anxious to get away from them
and eventually they withdrew, leaving me high and dry
after a tough shaking up.

Vihen 1 returned to my business, my uncle, James
Coffey, was in a state of rage. The shop and all the
rooms were tossed about like after an earthguake.
First he asked me why did I run away and where did I
go. He had been nearly shot to compel him to say

where I was. They mast have had an ides that I had
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a speclal hiding place. After they had hit him with
thel - guns and boxed him about; he got excited and defied
them to shoot him. Being a highly - strung man and quick
of temper, he was on the verge of.coliapse in his

tangled up shop. '

Later in the week we heard that the enemy had
stopped further raiding. The reason for this was that
an R.1.C. man had been fired on that morning while going
from his home to the barracks - over his head - and as
big as he was, hé fell prostrate, got up, staggered on
to the barracks and made his report. The man who fired
the shot 58 an ex British soldior named Helloran from
Long Lane, the same man that had raided Dowley's public
house on Christman £ve and had been kept in the barracks
for tweive hours, and this was a form of revenge on his
oun friends. Where did this man get a revolver, unless
when they were demobbed the year previously they had got
one each for supposed protection? A rald vas made on

his house and the gun taken.

From inside information received, we hesrd later
that I was the man who was supposed to have fired the
shot over the head of the R.I.C. ran, that 1 had got
out through the baek of the shop at 95 Main Street,
across the graveyard and on to the level crossing.

When the enemy discovered their mistake,it appears that

they ceased street patrolling for a week.

Our I.R.A. work went on. fie held two sgpecial
meetings discussing all the facts we knew about the
arrest of O'Keeffe, the Battalion Commandant. Somgone

must have given information to the Barracks. For two

months previously,_O'Keeffb was not sleeping at home by
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night, in accordance with an order from Headquarters

that leading officers were not to sleep at night in their
own homeé. Across the street from his residence, there
lived sn ex R.I.C. man, named O'Connor, and his family,
and one of the girls there, who was pally with some
young boys, stated that she knew ('Keeffe was to be
arrested, informed him very. late at night, but he said

he would take a chance that night and wiculd get sway
early in the morning. We could never put our finger

on the person who informed.

For nine months previously we had, on strong
advice, . ueld Irish dancing classes in the Town Hall.
The teacher was a leading Tipperary I.R.A. officer,
¥eCormack, who later distingulshed himself in action.
These classes provod a boon because we were able to
assemble thers to discuss special military objects
without the least suspicion, and from such meetings we
often made important decisions. If we were held up
coming from or going to the hall, we always gave the
explanation that wa hadlﬁeeh at the dance or were
going to it. Perhaps too much repeating of this
explanation led the military to raid the hall and it
got such raiding from time to time that it had to be
abandoned. Cne night mach more than dancing shoes
were with the men - revolvers, ammunition, and
bombs - and when the wholzs place was surrounded by
the enemy, the young girls present took some of them

and the speecial hiding place savel the remainder.

A week leter, we were there again and, after a
gspeclal meeting, decided on a big raid. I was
directed to go to my own place for the necessary

equipnent. Up to then, the streets were entirely
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free from the enemy - a desert. When making ny way
back to the hall with my promiscuous bundle,X was

amazed to f£ind that the enemy had carried out a surprise
move and that the hall was surrounded. I was about

to turn into New Street when some of our friends shouted,
"Go avay! The soldiers and police have taken one and
all in the hall®, I escaped, by ten yards, and
proceeded as fast as the wind to a well planned safe

place where I dumped my “stock™ .

Early néxt wmorning I made enquiries of the first
acqualntance I met when I came to Carrick to find out
full particulars, and got-the worst news yet. Hy
cemrade, Patrick Power, the Battalion wuarteramaster,
had been pdcked up in the hall raid and some papers of
I.R.A. importance found on him, It was to him I had
been bringing the material for our intended raid. He

was one of the plonsers with me in the formation of
the Sinn Féin, Fianna and I.R.A. in Carrick. HNo words
could describe my'feelings ol regret. Here was I, the
only remaining promotor, with small Jack O'Keeffe,

Ad Jutant, arrested in June at a Brigade meeting near
Rosegreen when surrounded by a platoon of military,:
with Vice Commandant William O'Meara arrested in
November, with John 0'Keeffe (Long) arrested before
Christmas, and now with the {uartermaster arrested.
Patrick Power was a real honest, sincere worker, a
loyal, faithful and genuine pal. With four Battalion
officers - all in the town- picked up, it was a case
of all-round promotions. All the responsibility fell
on my shoﬁl@ers as no one had a close, intimate
knowledge of the ability of the .other town Volunteers

but myself. Here was 1 once again almost in charge
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of the movement in that area. This enormous
regsponsibility in the nidst of a death struzgle with
the enemy was far too much for one man, so, at a
specially convened meeting of Battalion officers I had
to recommend those whom I thought to be best gualified.

An adjutantts job at that time,.with nine
Companies to lecok after, was like running a big army
now or a huge business. 80 1 picked the new A. Company
Adjutant, Frank Barrett, for the post of Battalion
Adjutaﬂt. He was an assistant at Skehan Bros., & Dbig
grocery and provision shep, and had good experience in
handling correspondence, etec., etc. He proved a real

suececess.,

On my advice, Robert Walsh was seclected to be
Battalion {uartermaster. He was manager of iiss
Dowley's grocery and public houvse at West Gate, another
big business. He was capable but had a strange manner,
and certalnly was not popular with the majority of the

men. lowever, a qQuartermaster can't please everyone.

About this time, it was decided@ that most of the
operational work of destruction would be under the
englineering department, and this gave me full scope.
For the next six months up to the Truce on July llth,
1921, I was virtually in charge of the whole Battalion
area, for, as already explained, the Battalion 0/C and
Vice 0/C were residing in the rural area and never had
an opportunity of giving daily orders. As both these
officers had been my selection, my orders received
their bless@ng. For the nexﬁ six months, it was a

case of one sensation following another hourly, a
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matter of life and death for the people, but the I.R.A.
struck hard, Qur duty was to almost isolate the

eneny . I drew up a plan of campaign early in January
and, having full authority, put all the Companies in
the Battalion area, with the exception of one Company,
on nightly activities,

One of the most important of these activities
was keeping the enemy from moving abouf easily, by
the destruction of roads. The reputation of the Bth
Battalion in that respect was famous. The main rocad
between Carrick and Clonmel {(Carrick side of ﬁilsheelan)
in the 8th Battalion area was practically full time
under destruction by making large, deep pot-holes and
lifting gulleys. Every night, a small group of A.
Company (town) men, assisted b& men from Ballyneale
and Vindgap (Co. “aterford) across the river, with
picks'used:'visit thls five-mile stretch of read. I
accompanied the men on most nights. I had a great
liking for this épade. or rather pick work. At
this time, we were without gelignite which could do
the -same damage in five mimates as a dozen men would

do in three hours, but we had to make the most of it.

rFifst. of coursg a large tree would be felled
across the road on the side of the area intended for
destruction. Thgn men, fully armed, would take up
ngard on both sides, sometimes a difficult job. If
an enemy lorry, or tuo, approached the position and
' the occupants decided to attack, the few men on guard,
armed with only colt revolvers, could not offer much
resistance and could easily lose their own lives while
courageously protecting the men at work. ¥e soon

overcame this great risk by adopting the best of all
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systems - that of the old mbonlighting days in Kerry
when the owners of cattle about to be selzed by
landlords were aware of their arrival, half-an-hour
or even an hour beforehand, by the method of extended
scouts giving the alarm by scunding whistles or horns.
If this system had been used more extensively by the
Volunteers, it would have proved very successful.,
Suppose, for example, that a job of destruction is
taking place snd that one or two lorries, or an
enemy patrol; move ocut from the town; two mimutes
later, the first scout sounds the alarm, by whistle
~or horn; a hundred yards away, the second scout, on
hearing the alarm, repeats it, and so on, until it
reaches the men on the job, who leave the area and

return to safety.

One night I had arranged to do such a big job
of destruction that it would be almost impossible to
repair the road. Having purchased a dozen new picks
in a local hardware shop, I had taken them the
preyious night a mile outside the town - Lacey's,
Deerpark - and laid them in a drain, fully covered
with brlars, near the spot marked for destruction.
All available men in Carrick Companies were asked to
help, and, to thelr credit, they were a wonderful
crowd, most willing to do hard work, and saw no danger.
The full Ballyneale Company, whose area was marked
for destruction, were ordered to be present, and the
windgap Company, from across the river, were to be
brought over in fishing cots. After waiting an hour
at thc appointed spot, there was no sign. of
Ballyneale Company. Over an hour late, the-Windgép
Cbmpany gave a signal that they had arrived, sbout &




dozen of them, witﬂ picks, shovels and some guns for
protection. I had arranged previously with a local
cot fisherman to fetch them across the river - only
two at a time, as they were small light cots. After
taking eight men across, the cot took water and sank
immediately in a fairly deep wide part of the river.
The two Volunteers who were in the cot - Paddy Crotty
 of Coolmuck and Paddy Fleming of Windgap - were big,
strong men and able to wade to the bank out of danger,
but they were both shiverihg from the effects of the
cold, wintry, frosty river water. We had to feteh

a second col to bring them across again, so that they
could go home immedlately, remove their wet clothes
and get into bed. Thank God for saving of both!

Vle legt two fine, new and expensive picks which went
to the bottom of the river. I heard that they were
recovered in a short .time by some of the men who knew
their location; tthen the men had crossed the river
and found that the Ballyneale men were absent, they
kicked up a row and refused to do the work at first.

I pointed out that this disobedience was serious and,
if reported, would lead to trouble and punishment.

I appealed to their Captain, Eddie Byrne, who was a
first-class officer. Some of the men were hostile
and, only for the intervention of their Captain who
was deeply interested in doing his duty, the men
would have withdrawn. Even so, when pointing‘out the
places for destruction and 1n#er1ng. two of the men
threatened me with their guns. Hed I reported them
and demanded punishment, there was the fear that other

men 1n other companies might adopt similar action.

The chief grismance of the men from Vindgap
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Company was that they should be brought across the
river Suir from another County to 4o this work that
should have been done by the Ballyneale Compahy. it
was the duty of the Battalion officers to see that all
the Companies did thelir share of road blocking.
Carrick and Ballyneale Companlies were almost every
night on duty, especially the town Company. Because
of its situation, the area covered by the Windgap
Company did not necessitate any road or bridge
destruction as it was never used by the enemy at that

tim@.

However, we called.off the men at 3 a.m, I was
thoroughly dissatisfied with the progress of the
operation. As I was nﬁt sleeping at home then, 1
decided to sleep in a hayshed belonging to Taaffe's
of Ballinderrin. The Battalion Adjutant, Frank
Barrett, was with me. The cold and hay lice were so
bad in the shed that we got no sleep and had to clear
out into the open which was far pleasanter. We
ldecided to get Into town before dawn and, if we ranm
into an ensemy patrol, to explain that we uwere at a
wake. An old man was being waked in the area.

To make matters worse, I could not find any of the new

picks on the followming night.

Barly in the morning, a despatch was sent to
the Captain of Ballyneale Company for a written
- explanation of their fallure to report for duty on the
previous night. The reply was that the full Company
had assembled at Ballindine instead of Ballinderrin ,
and, after waiting two hours for us to contact them,
they withdrew. The Battalion meating did not accept

this explanation, as 1t was known that some of the
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Ballindine Company officers were well aware of the

positions of the road for destruction.

To make up for this, the Company had a further
two weeks of similar destruction on the Clonmel-Carrick
road and on the Carrick-Glepbower road. Activity _
everywhere, night and day, was the keynote of the

ocrganisation.

Wwe decided that 1t was important that the men
in each Company should be fully acquainted with the
topography of thelr areas, and I got someone in
every one of the nine Companies to sketeh, in pencil,
a fair outline of their company area - in most cases,
parishes. It is surprising how sdmeone in every
Company was capable of doing this in a reasonable,
intelligent form. These skétches enabled the
Battallion officers to move freely.lby day and night, over
the whole Battalion area without using the main roads.
‘This was ﬁost essential to avold meeting the enenmy,

or, worse still, the danger of talk and gossip.

On top of all this, every man was'frequently
sworn and warned against even talking or telling of
any personal activities to the people at home. This
became such a hundred per cent. rigid practice that
rarely was 1t necessary to even mention or recall an

instance where a leakege had to be reported.

From the'town, I could reach every part of the
Cbmpany éreas of Ballyneale, Grangemockler, Taughan,
Kildorrery, AMothel, Clonea, Rathgormack and vindgap
without using a road, except passing.

Battalion meetings were held weekly from now
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on, the sittings lasting fron thfee to five hours.

e usually held them in parishes near the hills, where
the ﬁewly formed Brigade Column used visit and billet.
The Column officers nlvays attended these Battalion

meetings which were in our own lands.

Up to now, our men as well as the Column men
travelling from Tipperary to Waterford and vice versa
used cross the river Sulr with the aid of the
Tishermen and their cots. This was rather risky
because the men might not be Tishing and our men
- would bhe standing around, welting, for long spells,
and if the eneny got to know, they‘would be 1n great
danger. On most occaslons, of course, the loecal
Company would be requested to have the fishermen and
thelr boats ready. Throughout the whole period,
theae fishermen acted willingiy and loyally amd
considered 1t their duty. _ Practically a hundred
per cent. of the men were like that. Hoat of the

young fishermen vere members of the I.R.A.

However, we decided that 1%t was necaessary to
have other and easier means of transport across the
river. Even at the most urgent of times, only two
men could be taken across in the fishermen's cots.
g0 we raided the rallway for the umpteenth time and
carried away a sufficient nuirber of light-weight
porter barrels, using farmers' carts for transport.
They were placed in an old unused house near the
river, at a point frequently used for crogssing, to be
made into & temporary bridge with tne aid of ropes,
which we had also procured. I suppose it would take
at least twenty or thirty minutes to assemble the

bridge. If the armed enemy were in .pursuit, 1 - and
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most of the men as well - would prefer to take 8
plunge into the river and swim across, but then we
would require an I.R.A. hospital. Takxing this
plunge in the'ice and shouw of wintef would leave many

vacant spaces in the Companies.

It is surprising what a man can do when he is
young. It was a case of day and night duty from
nov until the Truée, eating supper after closing the
shop at 7 p.m., cyecling seven, eight or nine miles
to Company areas and reuwaining there ‘until widnight
with the assembled Company. Sleeping in the areas
WAS ﬁhe safest, but getting into town in the morning
was the trouble, especially if we had carried out
operational work and had been noticed by anyone who
might inform the enemy. February dawned and I
remember that 1t fained every night nearly. Hostly
all survived the drenchings we got when cyeling in
the rain and having to wear wet clothes - probably

due to the high gpirits we were always in.

Headquarters declded that a pretty substantial
levy should be be collected all over the country on
a valuation basis. Brigade Headquarters held a
special meeting to make arréngements. It was a
long érawn out meeting, and some of those present
were not so mweh in favour of 1t. This national
fund was supposed to finance General Headdquarters in
procuring military equipment abroad, and for this
reason the colleetion was a distinct success.
Subsequent histery shows, however, that not one copper
of this huge amount of money was used by General

Headquarters to purch@se the military egquipment that

was so badly needed. The country amgs again used



falgsely. It was revealed in subsequent writings that
a large number of the Dublin men were paid weekly.
Perhaps 1t was absolutely neceséary when s0 many were
vhole~time, and, of course, Brigade Headguarters at
this time had also a large number of officers whole-
tinme, H@ithout money, they could not exist, but the -
express purpose for this huge collection was solely

to purchase needed guns and ammunition.

Practically from January to July, one or other
of the three Columns of the 3rd Tipperary Brigade and
one of the Waterford Brigade used be billeted in the
8th Battalion area, due to the protection afforded by
the high ranges of the Comeragh mountalns in Waterford
and Slievenamon in Tipperary. This area was remote
and isolated from main roads. This involved enormous
labour and strain on the comparatively small number of
Volunteers in the mountainy ranges. There were only
‘twenty men 1n the Rathgormack area and about thirty
in Grangemockler. Of the total, only three-quarters
were available for duty at this time. The protection
of tﬁe Columns by night, the provision of sleeping
accommrodation, and the piacing of sentries at all the
approaches, spreading over a numbef of parishes, became
a serious problem. The officers of the Companies had
to appoint special billeting officerswho weré‘self-
employed or living with parents or relatives - mostly
the working c;asses begause the grown-uﬁ sons of well-
to-do farmers were at school. However, boys as young
as twelve years could take on this duty. When I used
visit the areas weekly, I always met with serious

complaints and problems of this nature. Raturally,
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to avold this dangerous and risky work, most of the
Volunteers were trying to join the Lolumns, and the local
officers had almost to threaten to shoot them to ensure

that they would remain in their areas.

It was pathetic to see these young men, mostly
unarmed, or at the most there would be an odd shotgun
or revolver, gencrally obsoclete or defective, and a few
rounds of ammunition between them, Lany of them were
on th. brink of collapse, working hard during the day and
on duty - for hours at night, and I got many personal
conplaints. Cne group of tnem wanted me to make a rule
that three or four Volunteers should be on sentry
together, fully armed, and that the Column should lend
them rifles. This suggestion could not be entertained
for if there should be an enemy advance, it would be
terrible to find that the Column had not arms. This
matter always came up for discussion at battalion meotings.
After some weeks 1t was difficult to find enmough young men
to do this work, and the Column members had to replace

them.

Heedless to remark, Volunteers, their psrents and
even younger brothers and sisters used glve up their beds
tq the Colunn men. The generous spirit of these people
cannot be described in words. Living near the mountain,
they wera naturally very poor, and could not afford to
provide gecod nourishing meals. They gave up their‘own
beds four out of even nights in the week, as wel: as
feeding them and washing for thom, The meals consisted
of tea, bread, butter and eggs, practically all the time.
There were frequent cages of 1llness among the column men,
due to being unable to have changes of underclothes and

to tho irregular mcals. Eventually, there was & serious



- 63 -

outbreak of the itch which nearly killed pany of them,
and naturally their hosts were infected too. Doctors

and nurses attended them.

In order to avoid the necessity of having company
Volunteers on full-time oparations, I prepared a programme
of road déstruction over the whole battalion area. It
was a difficult position because the men who wers
avallable could not get picks, although our information was
that ther¢ was a pick in every house. People were
willing enough to lend their picks, but they had trouble
in getting them back again, and naturally enough they
did not wish to lend them a second time. I had bought
88 many as we could get in the locél stores, but they too
were lost. This brought operations to'a standstill on
many occasions. However, I kept up the pressure. The
work in some areas was good, but in othsr areas, not so
good. I concentrated on the gulleys because this work
was comparatively easy once tﬁe first flag was lifted at
the side of the road, inside or outside the fence. A
erowbar or pole would easily 1ift the flags. The
eneny gradvally ceased to use these roads, as they were
always expecting ambushes. Of course, all such places

were mapped out for ambushes where suitable.

The gradual disappearance of the eneny from the
roads meant that we could relax our vigilance at the
nightly road blocking. The Volunteers on road work were
exempt from the daily despatch carrying to and from
brigade headquarters - and rightly so. Vle concentrated
Oon company areas where the column did not stay, except
to pass through. It was recorded by brigade
headquarters, and by the enemy in later reports, that
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road destruction in our battalion was the most extensive
in the thirty-tve c¢ountlies, and the enemy reports
pointed clearly to the concentration of large I.R.A.

columns in the area.

At this time, I was instructed by the Battalion
0/C to prepere a list and make final arrangements for
the I.R.A. collection, covering the whole battalion
area. It was an enormous job for one man - something
like a councll rate collector's large area, and
estimates. However, I asked each company officer to
write down and submit to me the names and valuations
of all in his area, indicating the supposed financial
position of each person. This thay diad withcut any
great delay. Fortunately, at this time - two years
after end of the lst world war - all the peoplc were
Very prosperous. Termers' stock and production were
far higher thon1imn nov, 1955, when everyone thinks

that prices are s«£y-high.

After a month's bodkkeeping, I had all the battalion
area wrlitten up, and submitted it to a specinl battalion
meeting, which was held in an old, disused farmhouée near
Johnstown Cross, on a Sunday. The meeting lasted flve
hours, and was presided over by the 0/C, the late Maurice
LeGrath., Also present were 0/C, T. Fahy, Quartermaster
R. Walsh, Adjutant ¥. Barrett, I/0 David Power,

Despatch Officer J. Foley. We went through every nome,
including sll business and professional people in the
town of Carrick. We struck £100 eacﬁ on Lord Waterford
and Colone% quin of Castletown (which sums were readily
paid), £60 on Hayden's estate, £60 on Cregg's, and £50

on M owner. John Power refused to pay, on
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the grounds that he was a loyalist and agalnst the
T.R.A. actively;_ He was pérfeetly candid about 1t.
The same attitude was adopted by. Br. Saunders, menager
of the Bational Bank. Both said they were not refusing
to give the levy but their consciences would not allow
i, as they bore loyalty to the enemy, and both offered
tlat they would not object to the seizure of stock or
furniture at any time, to cover the levy, wh;ch was
accomplisired during the end of the Truce period.  Later,
-they recovered twice as muén as the vailuation of the
scizure, by way of compénsation in the courts. Twis

form of soizure led to many tragedies during the Civii

War.

The collection of the levy took nearly three
months to complete. Eacp company officer got his book
of estimates,.like a rate cdllectbr. and the collection
waé 907 thorough. Only -one thing was againét it - the
levy vas tob high - and I was blamed for it. It was
explained by a number of factors. Property was at high
level at the time - no unemployment, cattle prices and
all agricultural pfoﬁhcts-flowing dn the waves. The
- majority of the pecople had no representatives in the
I.G.A., ané the majority were only too williné to
subscribe. of course, évery company had snags. Liany
appealed Sgainst the demands, Qnd othefs'complained of
their 1nability to pay. In most of the latter casges,

hortever, 1%t was hostility.

‘To make 1ife a real burden to-the battalion
officers, we had to go to the defaulters, which had to be
done b& night and before bedtime at 10.30. In most of
the areas, I was accompanied by Frank Barr.stt, the
battalion adjutant, and the local company 0/C or other

officer. It was like falr day bargaining, and in most
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~ cases we made settlements. ina number, we had to make
substantial reductions. Thé'people nearly killed us
with kindness in many houses - food and entertainment -
and when 1t reached a lete hour, we had to accept their
offers of beds. ‘The time lag was becoming unbearable
to me,'having to work in the shop éuring the day. Hy
ever willing boss, who was getilng on in years, would
have to close down if he had no help, as he could not

have his dinner, or go to the warerooms or store roomns.

‘In nany céses where people were reported as'being
fhosﬁile. I was not supposed.to talk at all, in case I
| might give myself away, with my Kerry accent. One of my
eariier deformities! On the roads, or raids, by hight.
ﬁith his mid Tipperary accent, Barrett was always the
talker, and his stock argument'wa§ that he had to come

from "Thurolus® areas to collect the levy.

When 1% was finally completed at the end of May,
23,407 was in ths kitty, an enormous sum of money. It
was sent to brigade headquarters for trensmission to
G.H.Q.. Later, wﬁan the amounts subscribed by other
battalions were disclosed, I realised, from the
comparative figures, my.shocking mistake and that our
contribut;on to the lavy ﬁas'over fifty per cent. too
high. 'We were to get a substantfal mumber of rifles
and revolvers, with a large amount of .ammunition and
militafy’equipment.' Vie got damn all; Not even one '
solitary gun! _Pogr compensétion for the thres months
of nlght slavery by battalion and company officerst

- On top of all this work,‘I willingly accepted the
most dangerous of all jobs .- as receiver of military
_equipmept consigned from London, ﬂanchestep. and
Birmingham, to James Coffey, draper.‘Cafrick-on-Suir.

At that time, practically ninety to ninety-fiﬁe per

4
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-céhﬁl of thé'goods sold in the shops were made and
cénsigned in England, and every week big boxes were
'-érriviﬁg from English exporters. Train and ship loads
reached the Irish borts daily. 00£féy used get, on
an average, onc ;arge box weekly; 8o the danger of
detection was not so great. Yat, from later
information, few people would accept this dangero¥sSwork.
I Aaid not acquaint Coffey, although he was one of the
extreme type of-Irishman, born and reared in Fenianism,
feariﬁg,that he would nﬁt accept the risk. Ny job was
to distinguish the box containing the preclous goods
froux the others, ﬁhich I did'sucéeséfully except oncé.
when he oponsd A box while I was otherwise engaged.

" The man nearly blew up. When I explained the position,
he shouted, "We¢ will be blown to pieces, burned out and
burned in! A rigat blaze!®. The senders made wse of
.specially printed labels, bearing the namss and
adﬁiésses of the big exporters, ani tine names which I
had submittesd of Coffey's suppliers. However, 1 got
possession of the stuf? - this. time, revolvers - and,
whgn Coffey had cﬁlmed- down, i pointed out to him that
the danger of detection was not great. He w2s highly
satisfied then, and said it was alright if & scoundrel
like me were not in his shop. That night, 1 passed on

the revolvers to brigade headguarters for column'use.

Fairly safe work, all done 5& hand! But when it
was a véry big box, an animal and car had to be procured,
and -then there was great danger, as well as having to |
got a Volunteer to take the risk. Only once did I

expéerience a narros escape.,

I and & farmer (an’ I.R.A. man) called to Coffey's

for a fairly big box, with his horse and cart. He had
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gone onlylfiﬁty'yarda from Goffey's when hé ran into a
Black and Tan patrol search party. It was about 1l a.m.
He did not know what was in the box, of course, but he
certainiy shoved a realisition by his nervy appearancé
“ana anxiety to get away from'the door as soon a3 possible.
This was fortunate for'him. for had he delayecd and kepi
tallking to me, the patrol would have met him at tﬁe door,
with poor prospéct of escape. He was held up in the
middle of Kickham Street and was about to have ihe
contents of hiz belongings probed, whon another horse
and cart camo 9long toe street froas the opposite
direction, at a.gallOping pace. vhether it was duc to
the animal being frightened, or the owner wanted to get out
of reach Iin case of & shoot-up. I do net know. Ths
patrol halted the sccond man, but, due te the noise, he
4id not hear thew. They fellowed him on the double,
'pulied the driver from the car and almost tore the
clothes off him. ' TPortunately for the first man, when
the patrol returned after five minutes, he was. outside
the town. [Perhaps they did not thirk of him &t all,

for if they did, they might possibly have tried to pull
him in. If they had bdbroken open the box - and this

is what they were about to do - he, as well as they,
would have beon blown to pleces. . There was too the
great dangér that my my name would havs been given.

Readers can realise vhat it vould mean.

However, with later deliveries, more care was
taken. The boxes were opencd and the contents made
into gmall parcels for harid delivery, or, 1f it was

,necessary to use a horsc and car, this would be done
about 5 or 5.30 p.m. when the military and police

had returned to barracks for tea.
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In Carrick-on-Suir curfew was first fixed at
lO'p.m., shortly afterwérds being changed to 9 p.m.,
iater to 8 p.m.,and stili later to 6 p.m. - No one
'could vénture out for a Week,'but I never had to remain
inside on account of this restriction. At the back of
the shop is a graveyard. Like all old towns, the
church was in the centre, with the graveyard attachéd.
and I was able to gst out by this ﬁay on t'0 tﬂe town

wall, into the Fair Green, withcut the slightest

* waevar, to counteract
enemy activity, I ordered all companles to render the
roads in their afeas impassable. Company captaing and
engineers were more than pleased with this order,
because the more dangeroﬁs'the work men had to do, the
better they became.and the more work they wanted, for
there is nothing worse to destroy morale than
'inactivity. Imagine, about a mile of the main trunk
road .between Carrick and Clonmel, lifﬁed in parts and
fired into mafshes over the ditches. It was the same
with the Carrick-Clenbower road, the Grangemockler-
Callah road, the Carrick-Dungsrvan road, the Carrick-
Rath road, the Carrick;Piltown road and the

Carrick=Portlaw roag.

After a week's opératicn of this work, the enemy
dreaded venturing cut either by déy.or by ‘night. This
all-round extensive operation caused the enemy to
enforce the curfew stirictly. Anyone found oul of doors
was closely screened, and they extended curfew to the
rural areas, but to.no avail, for it only helped to
bfing out the best in our men and they redoubled their
efforts. Of course, thié-céuseﬁ grave inconvenience to

our people toco, as they could not use the main roads.
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Hence new work opened up for farmers who were requested
to break fencss, open 8aps, ete., etc. Aé a matter of
faect, most people began to-méke use of fields inside

, ERIPVIY ¥
the roads. Necessity 1is the *father® of adventure!

This widespresd road destruction obviously

irritated the enomy, so they struck back with surpriée
raids in villages and rurai areas. They swcoped down
on young men working in the fields and road workers,
and, having roundéd up goodly muubers of them, mede
'them.?gy forcs, cut the felled tréss and fill in the
trenches. Ihney made sure 1L was local men - the
latter wiould Le careful/not £0 be too anxliouvs to repeat
the good work. Thls work, of course, filled a trable
objactive of the enemy. Or. all oceasions, they took
porfzet photos of the aem when using shovels, hacks,
ete., and, as »ell, finger prints on all melements.
They were always. gulded by the R.I;C. . Amazing, at
this particular time, with the nation bleeding to death
ip its struggles with the forces .of the biggest empire
and aray in the world, that Irishmen, for the sake of
 an average wege of £6 a week, could be fbunﬂrto remain
in the services of the arch murder, pirate nation of
the world. llore amaziﬁg still, for ninety per ceﬁt.
6f the R.1I.C. were sons ef.small farmers, good Catholics
and mostly reaily good Irishmen. They came from homes
and from parents whose ancestry for centuries had kept
alive the spirit of natlionallam. 5o far, during the
past thirty-five years since then, no writer, commlttee
or organisation has made any efforts to find an
explanation for this - unless that “there 18 a price

on every man®.

If there ha _.pened to be a pub in the imwediate

neighboufhoai of the work, the leading R.X.C. man and

Il
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Black an€ Tan officer would bring ail the forced labour
m?n in for drinks, and the rural pubs were emptied of
Arink by these frec treats. In most cases, they wers
very poor people. It wns easy té be genercus at other
people’s expense.

Again, the enemy would make a swoop on the town
and raid shops for shop assistants - the men mainly
regponsible for keeping the organisation alive. They
were pulled out of the shops, taken away in military
lorries and forced to remove road obstructions and fill
in trenches and pot-holes. Several times, attemnpts were
made to rocund me up fbr this work but I always escaped
through my private get-away, and this practice I maintained,
with one exception.

One morning, an R.I.C. man passed by the shop door
and, from his deliberate look in through the door, he
evidently ﬁeant business. I .-was about to be especially
on the elert, when & looncoin company officer called on
me to make a report that tweive valuable coms had been
driven from ,A= farm by the farmer's brother or brother-
in-law -~ sone form of family Jealousy - that they had been
traced to Grangemockler area, Co. Tipperary, where a near
relative of the farmer lived, and that, as the cows were
only after calving, they would be lost unless immediately
milked. I urote down the particulars of his information
in my notebook.- As he was about to leave, the shop was
surrounded, front, back and sides, snd thay moved into
the shop, warerocm, storeroom, ete., ete., ote. E nade
a super human effort to reach my escape systea when they
were on top of me. Fortunately, for five second later
T had bevn aboup 10 escape nnd the secret place would
have been discovered. I was pulled into a lorry and,
with about a dozen other townsmen, brouvght to the

Clonumel road where I had spent five hours the previous
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night destroying it, with the ald of local Volunteers.

We were as iong sgain filling in the trenches, pot-holes,
and removing felled trees - five hours hard work as on
the night before -~ under the supervision of Black and
Tan officers and R.1.C. men. It was experience.

Ve carafully watched for any effort being made by the
enemy to put in explosives or mines. This experience
gave mé new focd for thought. Up to then, we always
re-cpened the previously filled in trenches, and i1f the
enemy were bad enough, or had that knowledge, they might
have - long befors that - placed explosives in the fllled
in t-wrenches, so that our nmen, when-re-opening them,

were in danger of beling blown to smithereens. I don't
recollact ever hearing or rsading of such a happening in
any part of the country. Yet, to our eternal Jdisgrace,
this was practised largely by the Irish Green and Tans
during the tragic civil war. Read Dorothy McArdle's
book, "Tragedies of Kerry"!

That night again, at nine otclock, everyone of us
assembled cutside the towrn, ani proececded to
Ballindine whcre we undid 4ll we had dene during the

day, and doubled the area of destruction.

Immediately afterwards, 1 issued quite di fferent
ingtructions for road destruction. Except for removing
the surfacs of the trenches, we left thse ramsinder
untouched and, with rain and the little traffic then on
the rcads, it made thew almost unusable for military
lorriaes. 1 could not take the risk of some of our
Volunteers being blown to pleces.

But where therc's a will, there's s way! And the
area of our battalion was such that we could destroy fifty
to one hundred yards of any road twice weekly without

ever touching any filled in stretch.
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About this time, I got instructions from brigade
headquarters to prepare a slketch, shoﬁing lines of all
roads suitabls for succassful ambushes. From twenty
to thirty aspects of topographical qualiflcatiéns had
to be registered before a final decision was taken on

a suitable gite,

lst - Trequent usage of road by the enenmy.

2nd - Non-observable by any passers-by of the
arcn where the men would talke up position.

rd -~ Sufficlent lengith of stretch of road to
enable men to gpread out and cover an area
where a large convoy of enmmy could be
.encircled.

Lth - Svitability of eseape route, in case of
vnavecessful attenpt.

5th - Sultebility of rosd obstruction in as short
o tite as prssible before report or
erpectation of-enemy appreach.

Oth - Supply of food to 1.H.A. group.

Tih - Temoval of locals for fear of revenge.

8th - Avoidance of area selected near enemy
barracks.

9th - Sleeping billets for men.

10th - Relief by loecal Volunteers.,

I will leave it to the lontellisence of the readers
themselves t~ £111 in the other factors considered

nzcessary at that period to deal with the situation.

I lmmedliately prepared my plans carefully.
Having already such a close, intimate knowledgsz of the
whola area, and having noted many tiPes when covering
the area positions of one hundred per cenbt. suitability,

I requested all cnmpany officers to closely examine the
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positions named in my recommendations, and to further
examine them, in the light of the n2cessary qualifications,
and report on any other sultable positions in their
arsas, I gave then two weeks bto do this. It was
indesd surprising the numbsr of excellent sketches
submitted to me from ell the company areas. Tﬁe town
area was a different problem, It involved getting men
into position without being recognised and holding then
there for any length of time. Then, instead of lorry
loads of men, it meant dealing with patrols in extended
formation. However, 1 drew up such a lengthy plan of
attack in the town - approach, escape, ete., etc. - that
it must have fully satisfied Brigade headquarters and
column officers of its capabilities, because I ‘'was

asked to give this matter further carsful examination,

and report in a week's time,

At tha* time, every anlght about twenty enemy
military, sccompanied by a nunber of %.1.C., used patrol
the stracts “or an honr - not every night, to be
correct - batwmean eight and bten o'feclock, in very
extended formation, ten on one slde and ten on the
other, either north and south, or south and wast,

according to tha lay-onut of the streets. Lacey, the

‘column 0/C, having fully exaninad the sketches and

reports from the company officers, decided to disaram
the patrol on ¢ Sunday night at about 8 p.m. The most
minute éetalls were carefully examined, submitted,
approved or rejected. fhe Hain SOtrest was considered
to b3 Lhe bast posibion, two bundred vards in length,
east mnd wvast, with sufficient lanes on both sides for
the I.R.A. men to také up positions, or to make thelir

escape. The local company members were fully
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instructed as to their duties - two Lo lesd two men of
the coluan into the best positions in tho lanes, or in

shop doorways whose owners were friendly.

The plan was so extensive and elaborate that
is was almost error-procf. ﬁfﬁer two full weeks of
careful planning and preparation by the column, it was
decided to také action on a Sunday nigh&. as the crowds
coming from Sunday evenling devotions in the three town
churches would allow the I.R.A. men to take their

positions without being noticed.

On Sutrday night, Volunteers and even Cumann na
w.Ban girls were stautioned at the best positions to ueet
all church-comers and request them to pooceed, without
a moment's deley, to their homes, which request was
obeyed to perfection. It was a bright night, and the
enemy patrol appesred, in the best Hollywood cinema
style, for uisarmanent. They walked, twenty to twenty=-
five yards apart, along the street channels, at a dead
glow pace, looking at the ground, never for a moment
renlising that they were surroundec by fifty column
newbers and I.R.A, men, with fully losded rifles/
revolvers at ths reauy. It took the enemy fully
fifteen minutes to cover the Lain ﬁtreet, with their
riflecs handled in the most careless fashion, like old
Len using uwberellas on a fine day, and to get out of

figin Street into Lew Ltreet.

To the utter amazement of everyone, no whistle
was sounded, and no signal to take action was given to
the waiting men; and the months' careful planning
and preparations went up like a squib. Many of the
local company Volunteers were so disappointed that they

refused to convey the men out of theilr positions;
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others were going to disarm the column. It had a

very bad effect on the moraie of all econcerned, so much
so that, for fully two weeks afterwards, all operations
were suspended. fen failed to turn up to parades, and
refused to take any participation in further operations.
Naturally, it had a more demoralising effect on the
column members. Many would have left the column and
returned to their homes, but feared they wera known to

the enemy and might be arrested.

One of the most astonlshing features was that
not cven one shot need to have been fired in order to
capture the twenty rifles and ammunition, so badly
needed then. 5ix able-bodied men could have fully
covered each member of the patrol.  As already explained,
the plan of campaign was that six men - one or two with
revolvers, and the others with bludgeons - were Lo jump
on one member of the patrol simultaneously. The two
armed men were from the Column, accompanied by four
local Volunteers. They were to fell the R.I.C. man
or soldier, snatch his rifle and ammunition, and off
immediately, withdrawling according %o plan, The
enemy appeared to fit in so well, unwitiingly, 1s if
they too had been consulted beforehand and had so
arranged themselves in order not to disappoint. No
shot need be fired - this was agree. upon anu: Known
long bvefore the time to take action; Between 7.45 p.m.
and 8.15 p.m. was the time fixed for action, and
everything fitted in so well, according to plan, that
if it was intended to try again a hundred times, it
could not have been so accommodating. Yot not one

damn thing was done.

After a week, a report vas made, attempting to
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explain the matter, that, due to the number of people
who had remained on the streets longer than anticipated,
action could not he taken, fearing bad results.
Wihereas this had been the main faetor for a successful
action - the six men to fell one member of the enemy
patrol, and each man to move. amoﬂg the walkers 1n the
town without any notice or suspicion. Otherwise, it
would have been i1mpossible for four or six men to
appear out of a laneway or doorway without attracting
the enemy's attcention., But such an explanation could
not be accepted by anyone with a grain of intelligence
or sense. 1t was perfectly evldent that the wen of
the coclumn were not to make an attempt to obtain the
rifles or disarm thc enemy patrol, because, if they
had not been fully instructed beforehand to take mo
action, how could the sixteen or twenty officers in
charge of each position have made no move? It is as
clear as daylight that they were stricly forbidden to
make any move and mist have been even threatened not
to do so, beceause, knowing the men as 1 did then, it
must have besn indeed heartbreaking-for thea to be
there is such a glorious position, lpoking at the enemy
carelessly snail-pacing along, each with a valuable
rifle, fully loaded, hanging carelesly on his arm..
HMore amazing still that some cons of them did not break

the order and take action independently.

Not for one moment since have I ever., been
convinced that it was not a sunt and a fake - later,

to issue statements that such activity was neccéssary

to make soldiers, to give the local company men
something to do, _to realise what could be done. find

the colunmn given us a dozen revolvers, the company

would have captured the twenty rifles that night.
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To the present day, every&ne associated with the job
that night never could offer an explanation for the
inaction. Host surprising still, for the leader and
officers of the column - Dinny lLacey's~- wers the bravest
men in Ireland. Lacey knew no fesr, and his officers

were all men of undisputed courage.

Examining phe matter from other angles - Dinqy
iacey was one of the wmost religicus men in Ireland.
He spent much time every night at prayer, saying the
Rosary, etec., all during his long, distinguished I.H.A.
campalgn. It is probabler that, though convinced by
facts, preparations and detalls that there was every
possibility of capturing and disarming all the military
patrol without spilling one drop of blood, he must have
realised that the operation could not have been carried
out without a big fight. The fact that he was able
to get his other officers to égree was indeed evidence

of his control over his men.

Another view held at the timo was that the
quantity of amzunition held by any of the three columns
operating in III Tipperary brigade aren was so small
that it had to bé reserved for protection purposes, in
caso of an enemy attack or surprise surrounding. This,
of co: rse, was a reasonable explamtion, and it was
evident that this was why any worth-while masjor
operations never took place in III Tipperary brigade
area. Subsequently, this was referred to in Ernie

O'lalley's book, "On Another Man's Uiound".

A third explanation which sailed around the
area at the time was that the 8th Battalion area, on
account of 1ts topographical lay-out, was reserved

for the three columns, for special protection and
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billeting. Thls eould not be sustained, for
practically the same story could be applied to all

the other seven battalions.

Though no major or semi major operation, ir the
line of a conflict with the enemy, took place, some
great deeds were done, but were acéomplished by
national military leaders, unaccompanied by column
sections. Thers must have besen a genersl headquarters
order in most areas. For the very fact that some all-
out head-on conflicts took place in a few counties,
they were strongly condemned by headquarters, ad
revealed in books written by famous lealers, twenty-

five to thirty yeors later.

But if columns never fired a shot, the fact
that they were moving about in groups was well known
to the encmy ard had the same desired resuvlt. it
kept the enemy confined to barracks almost constantly,

and it broke their nerve and morale.

lost amnzing was the fact that many company
officers and men were prepared to carry out military
engagenents, 1£ they could zet tho loan of the
necessary equipment from the columns, but it was as
easy to expect heaven as to get the loan of such. As
a metter of faot, no matter hov meny arms were captured
in raids and by other means, they had to be handed

over to brigade headguarters.

It ﬁook 3 full month before the men of the
battalion area began to observe routine orders again,
and perhaps it would hz2ve been much longer but for the
all-out fight to death struggle taking place in other
parts of the country. Murder, burnings, execu.tions.

Blood got hot again, and officers of all companiss
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began to lead their men in operational activity.

Like every_organisation or soclety, all-time
activity is the key to success, and our next big move -
and what 1 still holu to be the best, becavse men had
to work like slaves to operate it - was the erection
of dug-outs. I planned every one of them in the nine
company areas, an. two in each of the larger company
areas. We plcked the best possible positions for the
dug-outs,ﬁhere our men and columns could store
military equipment and safeguard nation:l documnents,
in areas that the general public would never use or
even see. I examineu every company area, and, of
course, with four or five years' clese personal
acqualntance with the areas then, it was rather an
aasy job to decide the Lest positions. llany factors
had to be decided before final selection., ALl the
nceossary iaplesents were avallable in farw-houses -
picks, spades, shovols, crowbars, mine props, etc.

If I made a mistake, 1t might have been in the elaborate
anté spacious designs. in fact, in most cases, they
vere not finally completed until the Truce came, and
work was suspended, bub thé comparies that had made the
bigpest advance ', it was the nearest thing to s
firgt-class underground residence. 1t was indeed a

job of labour and sWeat - sore hands and tired bodies.
Readers must remember that $ix men, every night at

8 p.m., after a hard day*s work on their farms, or roads,
forests, or other labouring work, would proceed, afﬁér
supper, to give two, and even three hours, raising

clay and stones from the earth, or drawing this material

away, with horse or ass and carts to holes and quarries

to avold suspicion.
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In practically all arcas, thoe selected site .for a
dug-out was in o grove of trees, or hidden by a ygrowth
of bushes. This was essential, to avoid public glance.
In many areas, after going down thfee feet, on
removing subsecil, work had to be suspended a5 they had
met rock, btut In one area in Rathgormack they contlnued
by blastling the rock. It nearly killed all the umen.
If it was torture or slavery, the effect was a most
amazing build-up of morale. Een who were indifferent
or sceptical up to then, enbraced the movement in e
thousand times better spirits Even young men of the
well-to-do farmer class, who had held themselves aloft,
volunteered to agsist by giving horses and carts,
subsequently proffered help and joined the companies,

later becoming real good soldlers.

In some areas, the dug-outs were finished like

.any nice homes, lined with timber, sealed overhead with
fino wood, timber floors and fine fire-places, Chairs
and even beds were set up. As raids took place nightly
in other counties and men feared that, if found aﬁ home,
they would be kept as hostages and subsequently
mardered, so they intended to use the dug-outs instead.
One thing is certain - if the Truce had not taken place
in July, 1921, the columns left would have had to make

use of them. 0f course, that was the original idea.

The making of dug-outs was not confined to rural
arcas, for Carrick company had tg erect four - two
across the river in Céunty “aterford, one in County
Tipperary, and one across the Lenaun in County
¥ilksnny. The townsmen were wonderful workers. I
often gave a hand with them, as I was a glutton for that

labour, having been reared in a farm, and, only for the
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thousand 4iffemmltypes of work that 1 was engaged on,
8t the time, I would have given anything to be free
from all, and confined to the pick instead. . This job
took six months to complete, and indeed I doubt if it

could have been ddne in six months.

Thirty-five years';ater as I am writing this
account for the Bureau of ﬁilitary fiistory, I suggest
that some organisation should get in touch with each
company area all over Ireland, and get the Government
to erect a sign over each one of'the dompleted dug-outs,

like the old forts which were made by the Lanes.

- The extensive and lmmense pile of docuients
and correspondence that was kept in tke business

office. for two YGars was a record, I am sure.

Like the old saylng, one word berrowed another,
this work cpened up bigger and wider and more far-
reaching flelds of futuristic operational activitys
with what, 1 always,eveh to this day, feel, -over-fertile
imagination took flight into other and more dangerous
fields.

After every brigade meeting, new orders were
the order of-the‘day, and the battalions issued same
t& the con}panies. About this time, %""“'7 ‘y 1921,
all shopkeepers were notified not to supply the enemy
~ forces, but it proved to be é very difficult order as
far as the R;I.c. wefe concerned. Hosb éf then were
stétioned in towns for a coﬁple of decades, some, even
longer,_ Eany of them came into the town as young men,
and, after marrying, their children attended,the local
s'chpols, and palled wiih local children in their age

gréups. Shopkeepers' sons and daughters grouped
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together with the children of B I. C. men, and like

. all ehildren, mixed from 1nfancy. Strong friendship

; grew out of this, and,day and night, boys and girls
ﬁnder fourteen yeérs of age - primary school age -
.visited each other's hamég, and it was only as expected
that their papents knew one anoﬁhér. As well as that,
the B.I.C.-men, their wives and éhildren bought all
their necessities in the town - food, clothes, boots,

meat,, bread. drink, etc., ete.; etc.

ﬂeauers can Visualise the shOpkeepers' reactions
to the order served on them to refuse the supply of any
of the above mentioned necessitiies. In the order
issued to the Carrick-on-ﬁuir traders, they were
reminded bhat. if tn@rcontinued' they~would'be black-
" listed. . lost of the patriotic shopkeepers were |
delighted with the opportunity, and refused point blankl
from the start. A few of the R.I.C. men bougntyall
their clothes from my uncle, James Coffay. As hg-ha&
travelled.much in .’his young days and thought thishwas
the best way to know Ireland and'its people, there was
écarcely'a town in the Four Provinees that he had not
 worked in as a dréper's_assistant, Soms of the R.I.C.
. men stationed in Carrick-on-Suir céme from one or other _
of thése-towns, or their ﬁive§~did;‘and in this way,rhe
was well known. Now and again, they would do some
business with him as well, as he was a.heavy punter.
He was always backinﬂ horses -~ many times, bad ones -
' though he had the name . of being a great judge, and
most of the polico pse& try to make a fEW_bob extra,
but, 1nst§ad:of making a few bob.—ﬁost tines they would
" lose 1£. They used call bn.him foé a tip.

i .
The first day or tuo after the issue of the
boycott, an old customer of his called for a boy's
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suit, He was Constaile Cook of New Street. ' 1
happened to be there, and refused point-blank. He
nearly dropped dead, because all the family clothes

and household goods for his wife and family were

bought at Coffey's. Later in the week, Constable
Connolly - a young man from Galway whem I Knew very
well, and one who ugsed do much to make a closer
friendship - asked me for a shirt, and I refused.

He showed much anger and resentment. He went next
door into Carroll's for sole leather, and the assistant

there - an 1.R.A. man named Phelan -~ refused him.

This boycott of the R.I.C. was the biggest blow
they got up to then, but it was never & real success
for there were always some shopkeepers most anxiocus to
get their trade. To overcome the difficulty, they
would send all they wanted without having then to ecall
at the shops, in order that the workers in the shops
would not be aware of what was happening. Yet, it
had the desired effect in the loss of morale. Traders
vere again warned and we had information that some
were supplying goods secretly. Thiszs caused more

hardship and wrong to the English forces.

In Carr;ck-on-Suir, a modern, powerful fortress,
the police bar?ack, was occupied by a platoon of military
and of Black and Tans, as companions. This detached
building, impregnable to approach, with many rows of
barbed wire entanglements, was more like a concentration
"~ camp &t the Curragh or Ballykinlar. T decided on
making an effort to remove 1t. Firgt, I examined the
large store and yard of Grubb Dowley's, and the
ad jacent yard of UeGrath's hotel, both adjoining the

Presentation convent grounds. tnis, of course, had
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toomany objections: 1lst - the saventy yards distance;
2nd - the extensive wall road. A square, about
forty-five yards, the cenﬁre very low: 1t would be
necessary to go to a very low depth. Its advantages -
that the broken ends could be used for storing earth
from the tunnel; uithout detection. After consultation
and examipation, the proposal for a tunnel was dropped

as impossible and unworkable.

In its favour was the ever prevailling fact that
1 thought we could carry on the work as part of a
building scheme, and Leave the enemy and the man in

the street none the wilser.

Something had to be done. We could not carry
on with such a vast organisation with as much
organisational activity as would nearly satisfy an
empire army during war. S0, at once, I swung over to
the People's Park, and decided we would get the urban
council to arrange a sort of seweréga scheme.
Unfortunately, at that time we had no outside housing
scheme, and few houses were about the area, but the
park, as well as the Fair Green, is in about the
lowest area in the town. It would be difficult to
get a successful sewerage scheme working —'sketches.
maps, equipment, etc¢., - and the ever necessary
arrangements in case the enemy became susplcious. Like
most corporate bodies at the tilme, the majority of the
council officials were not connected with the I.R.A.
They were mostly old men, and naturally they wanted
guietness at the end of their lives - and certainly
they were not getting that. As well as that, of course,
’a‘lot of them had the idea that if you are anybody, you

must be shoneen and ape the elite. It was pathetic
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to watch the very porly circumstanced people trying to
rub shoulders with the swells. It was the age. So,
any attempt to get the council to agree to us carrying
out 8 scheme of work, with the object of destroying the
. barrack, was out of the guestion. Then how could it

be done otherwise?

The other scheme was to take the bull by the
horns - open the road ocutside the barrack and work
inte the park, with a view to getting better position.'
and, once the work was in any fair scale, it would not
be difficult to work the tunnel from the inside of ths
park across the recad to the barrack.- The area vas
only a third of what was contemplated in our first idea.
- I was between the devil and the deep sea. If we
commenced the work without acquainting the town clerk
or the county council, we would be reporte. at once for
destroylng the road. If I could only get some member
of the U.D.C, or the county council to ask for road
improvement - but all was in the hands of the town
coﬁncil at the time. After many nights and days of
examination, to decide the best course, we were still
speculating as to whether it was possible to convince
a U.D.C, member of the necessity for such a scheme, but
the engineer would report that there was no necessity
for it, or vhether we should move independently when
we woull be reported as property destroyers and the
R.I.C. would be informed. All this speculating brought
vs into "new" time - alli day and no night,-so we
decided.to postpone it until late in the following

autumn,’

As all intended actions had to be reported to
brigade headquarters for examination, authority and
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assistance, I made out a detalled raport, which was
given to ons of the daily despatch carriers to deliver
.to headquarters. Wnen this man was passing through
Féthard, he observed a platoon of British military
approaching. Fearing they would hold him up and search
him, he cutely dropped his despatches behind hls back
before getting off the blke. = He sald he was minutely
gearched, and that, later, when he‘looked for the
dropped envelope, could not find it.

A month later, 1t was stated that someone had
handed in the missing envelope to the enemy héadquarters
at Cashel, and that it was reported by the enemy as
found in the street in Cashel. After examination
and investigation, we cam: to the conclusion tahat,
instead of going to Rosegreen , I.R.A. headyarters, he
purposely wént to Cashel first, to meet friends, and
did not want to go to headquarters, féaring detection,
and that he dropped the envelope in Cashel when he

saw military ﬁoving about.

It was evident that the enemy had got the
despateh, becausé new orders were issued by them that
no one could assemble or do any constructional work
within five hundred yards of a barrack without giving
full particulars to the police; |

Ea'it remembered, in the months that followed,
when the battalion discove red the fallure of getting
this despatch thpough, the jJob of deciding who had
falled to do his duty and placing the blame on the
right shoulders was indeed a big job, with different
men going everyday from the nine cowpany areas.
Battalion Despatech 0/C, James Foley, Main Street, had
no record, but the company despatch officers 1ln most

»,
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areas kept some form of daily records. A lot of credit
i;: due to the hundreds of men who 4id this thankless
and very dangerous work every day - wet or dry, storm
sleet, snow - and the Nation owes them thanks. Some
had to eycle nine and ten miles into town, with . or
without despatches from their company officers, and, of
course, cach of the nine companies had to send dally
some report into battalion headdyuarters, whether good,
bad or indiffent. The battalion then would have to
examine these, to sce »f any were important enough to
be sent to brigade headquarters. - The battalion itselfl
would have to prepare its own speclal reports. The
whole affair mounfed and inecreased weekly, for work

creates work.

After some weeks of investigation, it was
narrowed dpwn to the right company, and eventually the
man. qﬁ%@ report or explanation did not correspond
with later events. Thérefbre. the m n myst have told
lies. But later events were not known during the
investigation. Ctherwise, he might have left himselfl
open to punishment. This led to a tightening up of
the rules for recording everyday activities, and namoes
and addresses of personnel, which. of course,
necessitated an additional spate of work on the already

over-wvorked officers.

On Lop of all this was the provisioni;ngi
three columns in the area, which meant nearphy—aaven at
the same time in the County “aterford section of the
battalion, the other in Tipperary. This Was a worry
and created a probiem - procuring sleeping accommodation,
food arid, mom important, the protection. People used
get out of their own beds, tmt naturally, they could
not be continually doing this, working hard all day.



- 89 -

The work of the conpany officers was increased by
getting the good-natured people to provide spare beds,
which they did williingly. Then all the men who 4id
scouting and protection work had to work hard for a
mere living. .Thay might be able to gpend one night in
the week without sleep, but they could not stick two

or three nights.

To overcome the problem, lengthy brigade and
battalion meetings were held. Every Sunday brigade
meetinsg, lasting four and five hours, were held -
reviewlng the work accomplished, organisation ahd the
thousand and one problems of that time, covering evary
phase of the vast orgenisation. Sunday was @y hardest
day, for I had also to visit two or three company
areas, travelling with Usurice McGrath, 0/C, and Tom Fshy,
Viee 0/C. The company officers were daily pressing for

vigits and Inspsctions.

We had fixed on a particular Sunday for a visit
to Ballyneale company. I remember that 1t was a very
fine day. The appointed place was near Kilmurray
graveyard, which was well sheltered as it was surrounded
by a grove of large trees. After some time of drillling,
formation, ete., one of the scouts rushed up, in wild
excitement, asking us to come to a speciflied place at
once as a spy had been captured and was about to be
shot on the sapot. As we were approaching the spot,
another scout met us and informed us that theﬁ$y was
the R.I.C. sergeant - Enright - of Glenbower R.I1.C.
barracks. “hen we reached the spot, I recognised him
as Enright all right. Some of the company members
had already got ready for his death. Here was I, the
only one in the whol€ battalion who was fully aware

that this very man was, I am sure, one of the very
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few R.I.C. officers who had been, for the past three
months, helping, though perhaps in a small way, by
inereasing -~ or, rather, releasing valuable revolver
ammunition to the column, through a man in the area,

a liaison man, but not a member of the company at all.
liy position was made a thousand times more difficult
by the fact that, even though the Battalion 0/C and
Vice 0/C were present, they had no direct knowledge.
After a hurried private conversation with both, I was
able to convince them of the fact without a shadow of
doubt, and immediately the man, who was in civilian
clothes, was allowed to go. The three of us were now in
a stew as to what explanation we should give to satisfy
the men. %What would they think? The-correct
explanation could not be given, so a lie had to be
framed, and a lie is never satisfactory. it was
explained that this man had saved the lives of some of
our men at one time. Enright had a narrow escape,

a man who had given much needed material - and even
continued to do so after that. Fortunstely, he had
not seen the group, only scouts on protection duty.
His explanation was that he was having a quiet cycle
spin on a fine day to ease his nerves on a quiet bye-

road.

Here wonld be shot & man who, at the same tinme,
| was helping us. It happened in other places. Some
of our best intelligence officers in the cities were
in the greatest danger from our men, because only one
or two, at the most, had knowledge of their great work.
In Cork city, the greatest intelligence officer, the
man who picked up important inside enemy inforaation,
was marked as a political spy by our intelligence

organisation. Even in Limerick, one of the senior
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brigade officers was shot as a spy when hewss trying

to do the greatest intelligence work. Personally, to
be candid, I hate the idea of anyone Going double-
handed work., To make myself clear, not for a

million countries would I joln or remain in enemy
police or militery force and, at the some time, help
the noble cause of lreland. After all, the guns,
slipped out, may be used agalnst the comrades inside;
the summunition glven may be put into the bodieé of
pals. Therefore, no form of reasoning in the world
would convince me that menccapable of doing that, are
capable of doing anything. If a man hated his R.I.C.
police duties, his first duty was to fire off his
uniform and go home to his relatives. Host
surprising, most of the men doing double handed work

at the time could never be trusted, and repeated it in
years later. It i3 a horrible and difficult task to
handle at all, bacause the gliver does not want the taker
to know that he is giving, in case his comrades in the
barrack should get to know it when he would be shot on
the spot - and who would blame them? The taker is and
was in the same plight. He did not want the giver to
know he was taking, for, if the giver doubled bacg
again to his paid loyalty, the taker might be murdered
there and then. It was llke between the devil and
deep sea. My task was equally dangerous as a
transmitter from the taker, but + did not take from him. .

I only made arrangeﬁents.

I was already doing the most dangerous Jjob in
the country - allowing my uncle's chop premises to be
used as a recelving depot for military squipment coming
intec the country - and, to make my life more mlserable,

this other miserable job, miserable and rotten in
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every uay, altogether against my grain, hating treachery.

Yet, T had to help on it.

To add to my woe, spending two and even three
days a week away from the shop, and, when engaged in
the shop, spending ninety per cent. on I.R.A. work,
were bound to gravely injure the business. My uncle,
James Coffey could only serve one customer at a time,
and any night or whenever he met me face to face,
complained that every day customers had to go away
without getting served, that he could not be in the
shop on the ground floor and in the wareroom upstairs
where the heavy readymades were kept. As well as that,
he had to eat his dinner, and let all the customers go
away. As this was seriously injuring the business, he
was constantly threatening to close for good, that he
could no* carry on. I was daily advising hlm to
advertise for a trained assistant, that I was worn oud
too, doing night and day work. He used say that I had
so much destroyed his business that he would not be able
to afford a full outdoor iiving wage. To make his life
more miserable, information leaked out, or perhaps the
tip was given that fouf shops were to be burned in
town - Dr. lurphy's medical hall and residence, Thomas
HeGrath's, [fain Street, known as “Stand Back", lirs.
Dowley's, %West Gate, and James Coffey's, Hain Strzet -
and gualified the threat by giving the reason that
personally the enemy had nothing against old Coffey,
but for his allowing me to be with him, The information
given was that these four shops might be burned in a
moment. 1f such occurred, Coffey would not have the
price of his food for a month. After consultation
and advice, my uncle insurd the place. Only Lloyds

of London were taking war risk insurance then, and
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they would only takelfor three months. Their best
terms - they had no opposition - were £50.per 21,000
‘for three months. Almost death terms - but the poor
old man did not want to be stranded without a copper,
and could not bear to go to relatives or charity. He
parted with £450, to covef the loss of his sﬁock, shop
and hcuse. It was tho best he could do, and this only
for three months. Taking this big sum out of his very
" slender wmeans nearly destroyed him, and ruined him for
the remainder of his 14fe, It was too much to take out
of the business, same as If a match was put to 1it.

With business already serliously injured, with my absence,
~the loss of £h50 was like the proverbdial last straw oR

the camel's hack.

At that time, there was no thought of counter
compensation, for, . at the time, not one person dreamed
of getting the enemy out of the country. tthen the
three months were up, my uncle was unable to renew the
policy, nolt having the money to pay. The other threc
people concerned did not take out any policy. Dr.
Murphy was reasonably comfortable, as far as financial
mcans were concerned - and Dowley's, better still.
leGrath, like Coffey, couid not afford, so he did nothing.
The information, given in the best interest, turned out
the reverse. Uven fourteen weeks later if the place
went up in smoke, Coffey would .not have a penny to
get. This was the sacrifice many people had to make in

the fight for freedom.

It is only peocple of property who can lose
when they assist a cause, for men of no property cannot
be poorer. Hundreds, of course, down through the

centuries, who assisted in the fight to restore Irish
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and possessions. The only reward my uncle got was

the possésgion of a receipt for his £h56.

At this period, T had little sleep, belng out
every night and getting a shake-down here and there
at 2 a.m., and trying to work during the day. I counld,
of course, months earlier, have followed some one of
the three columng, like the wisc fellows did, but the
enormous responsibility of keeping the battallion active
and, more important still, the shop as a depot were of
greater ilmportance. Had I given up this dangeroﬁs
Job and followed a coclumnh, 1t would be said that I
was getting cold feet and shirking the danger of
beiny; consignee for the precious goods, but, damn it
all, where or who was benefitting by their possgession.
At least, no visidble sign of military orgenisation in
the whole area. Headquarters, DLublin, who were
supposed to be tho leaders, had falled miserably to arm
the thousands of secretly trained Voluntecers, and,
after six months, it was difficult for an officer to
attempt further drilling and explain'it all to fully
grown wide-awake people. The olé saying could be
applied - you can't fool all the pecople all the time.
The only thing that kept up the spirit then was the
hope of revenge when in other parts of the country

aur.er was the principal and only fate every day.

The neighbouring counties were in & worse still
position. To the east, a vast area of South Kilkenny
ard into Wexford was without practically any
organisation at all. So tad was it thatrmanly
spirited young men were, in a large mamber of parishes,
trying to join the ITI Tipperary brigade; and, later,

vhen the 2nd Southern Division was formed, this area
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was included.

Every effoft and pressure were put on me to be
0/C of the 5th Kilkenny brigade, in the hope of trying
to bring it ub to the organiéation standard of the
3th battalion. It was undoubtedly a tribute, but no
pressure could get me to withdraw ay allegiance from
the area where I had spent four years helping, with
loyal comrades, to bring it up to pitch. %hen I
refused 0/C-ship of South Kilkenny brigade, I was
offercd, and advised to accept, the rank of Brigade
Fngineer in ocur own brigadec - III Tipperary - and,
for the present, to remain in residence in the 8th
battalion area, in "the hope of increasing

consignments of military war asterial,

At this time, I was beginning to feel the strain
of overwork, and, with little sleep, was even losing
the ability to sleep at all. iy health was Lreaklng
up - I was badly run down, I got a double dose of
hernia but, to aveid going into hospital for an
operation, as I 4id not want to avoid participation
in the strugzle, Dr. lurphy got 2 double truss for
me for protection, and said it would hold me together
until I reached a sudden immediate burial, for at that
time everyone like me was™ fully prepared at any moment
to be shot on the spet, if c¢aptured with arms or
important documents, or if anyons of our comrades turned
his coat and becare an eremy spy - to their everlasting

credlit, not onz d4did.

For the first month, I found the wearing of
this truss was torture. I found it difficult to walk,
and, worgse still, was not able to cycle. I nad no

other means of covering the extensive battalion area
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except on a bike; this reason made me get used to the

truss months sooner than in normal times.

Yvery memi:er of the I.R.A. was & potential
1htelligance officer. -When he sav anything worth
reporting to his company officers and they thought it
should be investigated, I always had to visit the
company. At that time, both the 0/C and Vice 0/C vere
constantly on the move, and it was with difficulty that
I could locate them for emergency opsrations. Any
persong sesn entering or comiﬁg out- of the R.I.C.
barracks were noted, especially tramps, because anyone
could disguise himself as a tramp and be the perfect
Spy. All company officers.were notified to be on their
guard in this particular 9ﬁése of activity.

Anyhon, 1 got an laportant notice from Faughceen
company that ﬁhey were certain that they had made an
important capture of a spy. They had decided to
execute him, but wanted official sanction. A tall
order for me! At once, I cycled via Ballynaead road
to Newtown, near the school, to a cottage at present
occupied by a man named Kennedy. Here were about a
dozen of the leading officers and men of Faugheen
company. I was received as if I was the Chief of
Staff of the 2nd Southern Division, or rather I was.

1 was led into the cobttage in ceremonial fashion,to
give saﬁction for the immediate shooting of this
alleged spy. Loz and beholl, I at once recognised
him as an 0ld tramp to whom I used give a copper a

few times a year vwhen he would call into Carrick over
the previous five years! They producsd a pansion book
which, I am sure, had much to do with uis arrest and
subsequent condemnation. A British army pensioner,

he had served in the tnglish army during the Boer war.
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Hle was sesn cuining ocut of the H.I.C. and 3lack and Tan
barrack, and, to the credit of the Volunieers who saw him
and next day met hia at & 5 it was decided that the
corraect thing to do was to piek hian up for interrogation.
The man way pretty old - over seventy years - and wés, aocre
or legs defective in wental powers, and his utter failure
Lo give any‘intelligent explanation left his .acaptors no
option but to excuse hiw for his object in visiting the
headquarters of the local enemy. After asking him a few
gqueéstions and with my Lnowledge af him as above, I had no
hesitation in ordering hls release - to the consternation
and disappointment of a number of his captors. Later, I
was informed that they had actuvally preparations made for

a grave in which to bury him.

Having arranged for some operational worlk with
nembers of Carrick Company that night, 1 returned via
Ballyrichard. As ¥ was leaviug ‘aiistown, a young girl
who, I am certein, did not know me shouted to me to stop.
She was only nine or ten years of age. She told me not
to gp-any.furthar, that therarmy ware raiding Ballyrichard
road. I reversed and went through Tyvrassey.boreen.

I stayed at Dunphy's, Fylagh that night. Next day, 1
discovered the cause of the raid. Late that night, on
the outskirts of the town - but, before going on further,
it is well to note the alertness of this young giri of
ten, taking a chance to advise me, because I an certain
she perhaps never sa& me before, only, like most people
at the time, took it for granted that every man was a

friend, and everyone anxious to save everyone elsc.

For months previously, the public were warned
against any fora of mgsociation with the enemy.

Allowence was duly wade where the enemy could coapel by
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force the supplying of necessities, as, of course, they
ccula easily commandeor. But overyons wiho was
raported for speaking to, visiting, or showing any
outwarc signs of social friendship, received a special
notice to discontinue, and, if repeated, action was

talten.

At that time, a rather wild sort of young woman,
a native of lilsheelan parish, wvas employed in Turner's
chemist shop anl, like wany other girls, had a grddh
for men in unifoxa. She ignoreu woarnings and, most
dangerous ay that time, used visit the barrack after
the shops closed and then proceed hume.  This had to
be stopped, so twoe Yolunteers f{rom the Kilsheslan
end of the toun were ordered to be on the Kilsheelan
road anytime aboubt 7 p.@., rezaln there until she
arrived, fully search her ana warn her that he clothes
would be taren off her if she wont into the barrack
again. The tvo Volunteers, Thomas Torpey and Paddy
Colleton (latter, long since dead, LTIeP.). SWOre
that she did nol know eltner of them. They went as
far as drunswick's, and vere Instructed to go to the
river bank or railwvay and remain there until she
approached. Thomas 'torpey was fishing and got a
younger brother, Frank, to act as substitute. However,
they failed to adhere to instructions and, after soms
time, came out on to the road, over a mile from the
town, where they were seen by a young voman liiving
nearby and recognised. If they had exercised full
i-telligence, they should have done nothing that night,
after being seen. However, they carried out the
order and, without 6ver-description, gave the lady a
~ thorough searching from head to foot without missing

any of her inside garments. It was so thorough and
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rimite that she did not dare c¢all on the barrack sgain,

but lost no time in reporting.

Mext dsy, there was much activity about the
area on the pért of theo enomy. tnfortunately, the
weman, who had seen and recognised the two men walting
on the previous night, was a thorough pro-Britisher
and anti-Sinn Pdin, and, to her dis_race, gave Sheir
names to the encmy. Thomas Torpey and Paddy Colleton
were arrested, but she was not exactly sure of ons,
and gave the name of @ man from Ballyrichard road
vwho she thoughfresombled one oo well as the other.
This was tho cause of the raid that night in that area.
The man from therc, vho wos picked up and dbrought to
the barrack, was not in the I1.R.A., and was otherwise
engoged. He ras ablc to give a poerfeet alibi. So
was Thomes Torpoy -Who was arrcested., He was able to
give convineing proof that he was cot fishing at the
time, and, when the othor members of his crew were
interrogated, they confirmed it. 0f course, his
younger brother wes somewhat like him, and perhaps the
woman thought the younger Torney vras Tom. Poor
Colleton, a rathor delicate man, got tweilve monthy in
prison, but was relcased after ninc moeths at the
general amnesty. Later, during the Civil WQf, he
was again.impriéoned for one and a half years. VWhen
he dled some years later, there was not snough to take
ir. his coffin into the church. Torse still, next day
we had to wait and call someone passing to give a hand
in bringing his coffin and remains from the church to
the hearse. He was a member of a very old, honest
and respectable Carrick family - the Colleton's of
Greystone Street. Typical of the reward pald to many

patriots, for centuries.
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Vie hﬁd a speclal battalion mesting on the following
night, and had no difficulty in putting éur finger on the
identity of the informer. Vie decided to take action
that night. I ordered six men, under their Captain, Ed.
Byrne, from‘w1ndygap company,.each of whom was able to
swear that the woman had never seen them before énd was
deadly sure thét she could never recognise him, to carry
| out the operation. We decided to take all the furniture
out of the house, plank it on the maln road ocutside the
houge, and burn it. I had two of ocur town boatmen
Voluntesrs there, with their cot, and they brought the
5ix men across the river. Of cowrse, the two river men
remained at the boat, fearing she might know them. 1
remained on the raillway overlooking the house, but out of
view. They lost no\, time in having all that was in the
housZXéht on the road, every article, but her mother, who
was an old wowan, eried, roared, prayed and begged - that
she.never knew her daughter was so bad, that all her
people were S5inn Fdiners - and so they were - and that
her daughter was a frequent inmate of local hospitals and
was not fully responsible. 3trange, the father was pro-
: Epg;ish, but he was not at home. The worst part of it
was that they were poor, and it is very hard to deal
Justly with poor people. Before the paraffin was
sprinkled, the Captain of Windygap company, E. Byrns, had
a épecial consultation with me, and we were of the one
oponion that what was done was sufficient to ensure that
never agaln would she or anyone in the household spy.

The little furniture in the house and its poorness saved
it from fire. Even the hardest men performing the job
wlithout disguise thought it was sufficient punishment.
Certainly, they got such a fright'and, 1 supposa,-feared
the worst, that they did not report it to the barracks.

The house was near the railway bridge and, next day,
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passengers thought it was some train accldent and thot

the furniturce got tumbled over the bridge on to the road,

About this time, we lost one of our great coluan
rzen, Dinny Sadlier, shot accidentally in the area, and
buried'temporarily at Ahenry. Puring the Trucs, he
was ﬁgtgnterred angzéuried in his own family grave in
Drangan, with a five-mile funeral cortege from

Grangemockler church.

The enemy wmade a surprise drive into the rwal
villages, cxpeeting to meet people assembled, and, of
course, onyone able to move at all tried to get away,
fearing a bad beating, or being plugged, or being
carried as hostages. At Clonea, ore of our men trying
to get away was shot through the arn. He was Tom
Sheehan, a brother of the Mothel Company Captain, Bob

Shechan, who was in one of the columns (Dinny Lacey's).

Y'e retaliated the following night by ons of the
nst extensive road cestructions. Practically a hundred
milos of road wore put .out of use: Carrick to
f{ilsheelan, Carricik to Nine-#ile-House, Carrick to Glate-
quarrics, Carricit to Pilltown, Carrick to Fiddown, Carrick
to Kilsheelan, Co. .aterford side, Carrick to
Coolmachorna, Carrick to Hothel and Clénea, Carrick to
Rathecormick. Over three hundred men took part, and
three and a half hours, nin¢c ccmpanies participating. 1
spent five hours that night on the main road from Carrick
to Kllsheelan. The destruction was extensive, so thorougl
that o ailitary lorry attempted to get through for two
weeks, but the weather was nice,and the farmérs nad to
get throuzh,inside fences and through fields. The militar
began to avail of these substitute passage ways until
they had some of the main roads repalred. They

started agaln to round up any persons wearing a trousers,
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from a twelve year old to en eighty - any man they saw

in a field, even in charge of a pair of horsges, was
fetched along to repair the roads and remove obstructions,
but to no avall - the following night 1t would be

repeated.

This proved that the enemy knew wall the I.R.A.
weré engaged on this work by night, but they never
ventured out to surprise the I.R.A. Undoubtedly, they
were afrald, and must have been under the impression
that all Volunteers were fully armed whereas only one m exh
Side of operation and two or three officers had arms -
and with bnly a few roun&s of ammunition.

Around this month, officewm were complaining of many
absentees at parades and, worse still, failing to turn up
or re.ort for important operational work. This was most
dangerous, for, if not properly manned and scout
protection afforded, it waé impossible to execute orders
proficiently. The days were now getting pretty long and
the protection afforded by darkness had passed. Hen were
visible when going to specified places, and this'ﬁﬁﬁfhave
bean the cause of absenteelsm. Drastic actlion was
decided on to ensure that this slackness would cease.
Ropes were procured to tle gslackers over the old bridge
and dip them down into the tide, 1n the presence of
people moving over the area. This was rather drastic
as well as dangerous, for. if such took place, there was
every likelihood that the enemy would hear about it.
Company rural offiecers were to tle men to the gates
before Mass on Sundays. The very threat of this had
the desired effect without resorting to the extreme
course. One evening, quite bright, I had, with two

others, a strong new rope in my possesslion on the old
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bridge, expecting a well known slacker to come along.
We were to tie him and hang him over the parapet into

the tide. Fortunately, he never came along, and I vas
later glad of it, for he was one of my earliest toun
acqualntances, and over the long number of years we
romained great friends. It was always ‘difficult to get
him to be up to the mark as regards attendance and
punctuality. The long period of organisationﬁl‘pfaqtice
and preparation without warlike activity was bound to
lessen the efficiency in the I.R.A. - all work and no
play makes Jack a dull boy!

Between the columns, I was spending two days a week,
and out by night, often without getting to bed and change
of clothes; and staying in so many different places, I
was losing the gift of sleep.

| y
I was fortunate that our housekeeper, lirs.

osaEEIED - had a house

of her own, and though an o0ld woman gladly tock a risk by
agreeing to give me a bed in her house when I wanted 1t,
and I had a key to enter there any hour of the morning.
5he was a gift to me, for 1t was diffiecult to rouse up
rural people at all houré. and staying in haysneds was
next thing to death, with hay lice and cold. It was easy
to get there, without touching the principal streets, but
I used have to get out before eight in order that I would
not be seen by pecople, and succaeded. One morning, I
was noticed by a well known merchant across the street.
He was Patrick Kirdy, Chairman of the U.D.C. and a J.P.
He was a very staunch pro-Britisher - the fashion for
some poeple then. He wass & Fowl merchant, and used be
up early, goling away to markets. He called that gvening
to James Coffey and told him he had seen me for some time
but that I had seen him that morning for the first time.
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Ha told him that I was quite safe as far as he was

concerned. This sustained my confidence.

I had a special appointment with the Dinny Lacey
column one day at 4 p.m. somewhere near Curraheen
mountains, Rathgormack. All appointments then werc at
a certain house, or place, but never near the exact
position vhere the meetings were actually held or where
~the column was, for fear of'the despatch being lost or
ﬁhe carrier being captured by the enemy. Hy order was to
call at Power's at a certain time, as above, and as usual
get “inal instructions for proceeding to the exact place.
It was a very warm evening when I reached and entered the
farm§ard. Not a soul in the house or in any of the ocut-
houses. I went out from the yard into the hay haggart,
leooked about the hayshed and saw no one. I returned to
the farmyard, closed the gate, and began to shout out the
names of the Power brothers. wher a pan, dressed as a
regular tramp, entered the farmyard from the haggart as
1 returned. He was about in the centre of the yard when
he saw me. I thought he was going 1nto.ths house, begging
and I did not even bother to look at him. I was about to
tell him no one was there, ihough the front door was open,
when suddenly he took a right-about turn, in the mest
1ively, fully styled military pace and was retracing his
steps. I felt that ﬁhis was rather surprising and
strange antles. I asked him to wait. I called on him t¢
stop, but he took no notice of me. Then I shouted,
"Halt!" Yet, he was increasing pace. I shouted that
I woulu fire if he did not stop. He had gona three-
gquarters of the hayshed field by this time. He hesitated
and then pulled up. I ordered him th come forward to me,
and told him to proceed in front, which he did. He was

in the usual rags and had the beggar's sack on his back.
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I got him Into the yard and, at that time, Paddy Power
appeared. He was a member of the Rathgormack company.

I asked him to hold the tramp until I would get help, but
Power naarly collapsed with the fright, and could not
understand what was up af all. I said I had a suspicion
about this beggar. I éald."If you ai'e afraid to hold hiam,
I will do so until you get some local Volunteers or
neighbours® - but neighboufs vere few and scarce here.
Power asked where could he get them, that the Volunteers
vere far away, working. I mentioned three or four that
could be notified and here in half an hour. He
reluctantly went off,shaking, and, right enough, three or
. four locals were into the place in less thén half an

hour.

I told Power my business and asked where could I
meet the cblumn. He said they had left very early,
leaving him instruetions to tell me, when I called, that
they got some information to get out of the place.and'had
gone on towards Clonmel, through the mountain ranges, but
that they would leave a message for me at Hogan's, Glen'

Patrick.

I had, of course, a big job on hands now, Lo make
sure that this man was safbly.held until the Brigade
officers were acquainted. I had to remain there all
_that evenlng, and saw that the full company were
properly instructed and would have him properly secured.
The company officers 4id all that they could. They
secured an outhouse at Halpin's at Currowhoon, and four
or five armed men saw that the priscner did net escape.
I notifled Brigade héadquarters next day. In the
meantine, the prisoner divested himself of his outer raés;
and here he nés a fine, well built, well dressced, tall

man, with a very pronounced Englishman's bearing. He |
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had a most educated_address and accent, and certainly
appeared to be the full English officer. Vhen and while
I was with him the first day, he never spoke, probably to
hide his identity, due to his English accent. His only
explanation was thaﬁﬁ%és a vas a genulne beggar. After
ﬁhree days' captivity, he realised that it wes no further
use tryiné to prove he was & beggar. He was very well

treated, the best of food and other attention.

Seamus Robinson, the Brigade 0/C, sent a despateh
to me at Currowhoon the following Sunday, that ﬁe would
be there. I was there 'thirﬁy minutes before the
appointed time, and nearly the full company were there
also. The man seemed in good spirits, and 4did notl seenm
to mind in the least about his position. Robinson,
after getting a brief outline about the capture and a
fow other convincing particulars, ordered the man to be
brought away from there that night. He eventually

raeanched Brigade headquarters nesar Rosegreen.

At that particular time, over thirty well-known
British officers were spread over the country as an
intelligence sguad, as beggars, and were trailing the
I.R.A. columns, but if British intelligence was as stupid
es that personificd by this man, it is surprising that
_they ever made the grade in the world, militarily.
Evidently he had no tactics at dll. Surely he could
have cultivated aa Irish accent. His nearest attempt
to be smart was when he refused %o talk at all, and 1f
he had persisted, perhaps he might have been let off
as a dummy, because, after a:mimute search, nothing was
found on him to arouse suspicion, except his good ¢lothes
inside the rags, and a reasongble amount of money. He
had, of course, an expensive pipe, tobacco, cigarsttes,

ate.
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tlost surprising, 1t was never properly lnvestigated
~as {6 how did he get the information that the I.R.A.
columns were in that area. He must have had an idea of
the right time to be there because, only for the column
having to lcave earlier than intended, he'd have been
right on thelr hecls. Who was éiving the information?

Or wns he only dumped from heasdgquarters in Dublin to go

to the mountains and track the I.R.A. men there, for,
naturally, of course, enemy headgquarters knew the fighting
men were on the hills, becausé many of their pup;mshed
reports at the time - that the "gang” did this and took
to the hills? But surely they got some training.
Otherwise, how could he fail at the critical moment?

Had he gone into the house, 1 would not have taken the
least notice of him. His disguise was perfect, and he
even displayed the beggar's stoop. Or would he have

gone into the house at all? That is the‘point perhaps,
~and, of course, it was the only likely e;planation at

the time that he thought I was a member of the column

and that he was Just after falling into their hands.

There 1s no other reason why he lost his head as he did
and withdren  so gulekly. Had he withdrawn even at a
slow tramp's pace, I might not have minded him. Later
information proved that he was a high ranking officer,
nighly educated and of é wealthy family, but even in the
wilds of Africa would the most stupild and untrained do
~what he 4id, or act as he did? It is indeed undisputed
proof that headquarters of the British military in Dublin
wvere at the tine suffering badly from nerves. Obherwiée.
how eould it be possible that they would release, much
like pilgeons bdut with less intelligence, a large number of
thelir supposeﬁ intelligence staff showing the stupldity

-and cowardice of this officer? Had he even received
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ten per cent. of the necessary'training required to
reach the necessary standard of action, of courage, of
approach, etc., to justify his services and dangcrous
duty,'surely he would not have acted as he d4id? Again,
supposing I was not there at that time, how would he
fare? Would he get up to the column? Would he be able
Lo advance along, without knowledge of the difficult
area? Mind you, this area would require the locals to
cover it properly. Its very topography was unigue -
its mountains, hills, glens, woods, drains, rivers,
furze, heather and bogs; and only the people living
there were capable of covering it properly. Even with
ry long experience of the area, I often found it almost
impossible to get through when trying to avoid the roads:
Where was he dumped when sent out of Dublin? Did he come
from the direction of the high Comeragh mountains
overlooking Curraheen? Or had he already follow'ed. the
column?  That is the gquestion.

Brigade headquarters may be able to answer this -
they can write 1 wup. But unless he completely changed
his mind, he never gave away a word while in custody in
the 8th battalion area. The obvious conelusion is that,
if anyone wants successful esplonage work accompliished,
the best thing is to get or employ a local, or have the
assistance of a local. But to the eternal credit of
the Irish people of that historic period, scarcely half
a dozen in the whole thirty-two counties acted the spy
or betrayed their neighbours, and be 1t remembered, the
organisation was so open and at the merey of everyone
that even much gossip would be equally dangerous, and
1t must have been a gift from Providence that people who
knew everything then had, by force of imninent danger,
got 1n£o the habit of never talking at all during the
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whole period.

Once again returning to the obvious necessity of
doing anything with a grain of success, one must
thoroughly know the people and topography of the area.
Look at what happened in Omagh thirty-three years later,
1954, when a number of youngsters from Cork and Dublin,
styling themselves the I.R.A., decided to rald a barrack
occupled by forelgn troops, staying there by force whan
thay got into the enemy barracic. Plans did not go
according to arrangements, and the enemy fired on the
youths who succeasfully g0t out of the barrack, but their
lorry driver from the south got cold feet when he heard
the shooting and, to save his own skin, betrayed his
comrades by leaving them stranded on the road. They
got into the nearby fields, and, not knowing where they
vere, were captured the followinz day. This showed
wre t.chedly bad planning by their leaders who should
have employed the local republicans, or at least have a
nunbter of locals to guide them to their homes and could

work next day as locals.

The same thing appiles to Arborfield Road in
London., It had all the ingredients and elements of
perfection of organisation, bravery, courage, intelligence,
ete., etec., but they should ﬁave had more London-Irishmen
on the job who would have known how te get to a place of
gafety through the back lanes. Also it showed that
someone of the partiecipanis betrayed his comrades in the
captura next of the residence where the captured arms were

planked - in this year 1955.

About this time, the eremy must have been planning
- very much because new features and eventis were the story

evarywhere. Pany young men, senior schoolboys, Some whose
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people were listed as unfriendly; others were suspects;
some made great efforts to proclaim their loyalty to the
I.R.A.; and others who tried to join but, at the tilae,
it was as hard to get out of hell a8 to get into the
I.8.A. This kept out many who would have been a great
help, for at the time the ever willing Volunteers of all
companies were far overworked, practically out every
night at some job'and working again next day, Most of
them were trying to be left into the columns to avoid
day and night work, and the columns had to threaten the
would-be applicants to desist. Very many of the well-
to~-do young men - large farmers! sons, business and
professional people - remained outside the ranks, and
after a yeer of campalgning, the hard workers were
gotting jealous, and here thore was much danger.

Company officers had a spate of trouble here and there,
and, of course, the way out was to notify me to visit the
areas and mend the breaks. This always meant four or
five hours' night work, and often the rank and file made
ssrious charges against the slackness of officers, so
that, instead of the officers putting their men on the
bench, sometimes 1t was the other way about. A vast
Job 1t was to try and keep the spirit and discipline
perfect over such & large wide battalion area. I often
drev the attention of brigade headyuarters to the size
of our battallon. Eventually, Kileash company, which I
personally organlised and every member of which was a
close personal friend of mine through business
transactions, was transferred to the 5th or Clonmel

-Battalion.

Previous to this tranafeor and for a month
afterwards, a young man from Kilcash area by the name
of Dillon, son of a retired R.I.C.man who occupled the

carcetaker's house caring the old castle of Kilecash, and
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s gsenior pupil of Carrick Christian Brothers College,
every Saturday for a month or six weéks-when the school
used close at noon, used remain outside my shop, talking
to school pals, and everyone'he knew from Kilcash area.
Naturally, if anyone were seen there, the same person, in
that position for three or four hours on even - one day,
it would arouse susplcion and cause for thinking; but
when he would be thare for three or four Saturdays, it
would give ten times more reason. After the first day,
I was keeping him under observation, but he was nearly
always talking to someone I knew well and, as it had to
be, always, they were all supporters - friends of the cause.
I knew his parents, for in my boyhood days I used pal
with John 0'Shea,. a shop boy at Skehan Brothers; he used
visit his relations, the O'Melll’s of Xilcash; they used
bring us to vigit the castle and call into Dillen's to
get the key. Dillon was long retired from the R.I.C.
As.far as I can recollect, he tried to get me to get him
into the Xilecash company. He became an objeet of
suspleion and was reported for meny queer stunts.

Later, it was reported to me that he called into Kiely's,
the teacher, at Crehana, andrfold the teacher that I had
sent him cut to meet Lacey's column at Barrs Vood (local
name), Kiely, quick enough, told his knew nothing about
what he was_talking about. - lost surprising stunt,
"unless be was made a fool of by someone, because no
columns ever ventursd to that wood - too near the town.
This renort naturally came forvard and raised my
suspicions., It would probably have caused his arrest
tut for the name he had of being a thoroughly
irresponsible person. I will soon refer'again to this
youth and his family which fully Justified our suspicion
of him.

It was all blossoms and sunshine this spring,
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hardly any rain and cloudless skies, one blg event
followinz the other. All this pime, but in a small way.‘
the military equipment from England was coming through
as “drapery consignments. When any revolver or rifle.
ammunition came, I usa# open up large rolls of flannel -
blue. black, red or white - and pﬁtlthe ammanition in,
and roll them back again, thirty or forty yards. The
shop and house were constantly raided, and often the
rolls of flannel were pulled around and fixed flat, but
no attempt was made to pull them open. One day, three
grand Webley's arrived. The column were notified.

Cinny Lacey, Column Leader, and Paddy McDonagh, Colunn
Quaftermaster, arrived and put uvp at Thomas HlcGrath's
(known as "Stand Back") at 32-3% Main Street. Vord was
sent to me to bring the three revolvers to that address.
I made sure that the street was free from enemy, and got
them safely there. It was like dew from heaven. A1l
wore examined, oiled, polished and kissed. EeGrath's
éon, Paddy, was there - a University medical student.

He was fiddling with one of the revolvers; like 81l
amateurs, and off went a shot, the btullet plercing some
furniture. This caused 3 sensation, for it could be
heard loudly on the street outside. Lacey was all
excitement, but McDonasgh was hils usual jolly and calm
sel.f. Let it be rememb:red that Paddy McYonagh was the
gson of a retired, discreet R.1.C. man. As fine a
youhg man ag one would wish to meet, of magnificent
physique, always in the best of humour, his nature as

' big as his body, he met his death with his leader, Lacey,
during the tragig civil war in the Glen of Aherlow.
mcGréth would probably have bean beaten, only he and his
parents wers good hosts, {ihen other members of the
family had examined the street outside and reported to

us inside that no number of people were congregated

A



- 113 .«

on the street, the distinguishesd visitor and lesder
calmed down. They departed later when it got dark,
with thelr precious consignment. .

It was a rellief to me that guna, rifles and
ammunition were. taken as soon as possible after arrival,
on account of the munerous enemy raids. The shop and
rooms used be strewn about after these raids, and only
for the faet that the large rolls of flannel were
capable of holding and hiding the equipment months before
the period, the dangerous business would have been
finighed. '

Visiting companies by night, with the béttalion

0/C, vice 0/C and other officers, the rank and fille, as
well as the company offlcers used have some pracice with
the officers' guns. Th's was necessary, to maintain any
form of military bearing and training, but always there
was graeat .anger of accidents with 1nexparienced.ien and
with men who 6nly handled guns whenever an officer
visited the area. A few serious accidents and numerous

narrov @scapes occurred.

One night, in prepareation for some job, I, in
company with the Assistant Battalion Engineer, Tom Phelan,
was vith Maurice Helrath, Battalion 0/C, and, when we got
out of the fields at Crehana Cross snd about to depart in
our ovwn directions, Phelan_was examining the 0/C's
revolver, “le ware all around in & cirele, whispering
and discussing affairs when suddenly a shot went off,
right &own through the rosd with the bullet which shot
gravel and sand into our_ﬂnces and through our legs.

The bang was s¢ loud, it Ehoul& have been heard in a town
a mile away. Souse strong language and prayers by the
0/C, with some names, swearing that never again would he

part for a second with his gun. - Accidents like thig
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often caused postponenent of intended operations.

The I.R.A. levy was still being collected, but
to ¢over the whole battalion area, company by company,
during the night time when the day's work was over, took
8 long time. In many cases, the locals were not on
too good terms with one another, or the locals haed a
decided objcction to giving money in big sums. That
was understandable -~ money collections are always open
to suspicion. This, of course, threw leavy work on to
me, for I had to get town residents to call on the people
who had not been called on, as well as some who refused
and :some who objected to the amount. Except in the
ease of I.R.A. supporters or people I knew well, we
always got someone,who was not known, to eall on the
others. I would remazin outsids. It was‘always done
in the night time., It was a deadly,, hard-working Jjob.
Be it remembered that tho distance froa Nine-Mile-House
in Co. Tipperary, to Coolmahon in Co. Waterford, is
eighteen to twenty miles - the longth of the 8th Battalion.
Going throuzh fields for short cuts was our usual

procedure.

At our battalion meetings, long
discussions used take place, for hours. discussing the
pro's and con's of something - soxe big move for major
operations. In preparation for wmilitary moveaments,
cxtensive and elaborate ambush positions used be minutely
erxamined and discussed. Yet the arms held by battalion
and company officers were so few, obsoleto and defective
that, unless the column asgisted or gave a lean of thelir
arms, it would be sheer wadness to attempt & fight against
an enemy patrol. It would be an impertinence and cast
roflection on the capability of the column, 1f the rank
and file had to get the loan of their arms. Something
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had to be Gone this tima, but passive resistance could
not ¥e ecarried on forever, and the only thing keeping it
going now was the stark tragedy and murder - gloriouns
battles in a fow cther parts of Irelend, namely, Cork
and Dublin. Yet the people thore were tortured and
burned out, while t1¢ had in II1I. Tipperary some notable
leaders, three columns and eight fairly large
battalions. [Divisions werc now forkmed, with a view to
better understandin: and assistance from one ancther,
to act independsntly of headquarters, or at least
divisions to ropregent headquarters. This arrangcnment
did play havoc at the beginning, taking officers out of
their posts in promotion, because if any vorthwhile
success was to eventuate, the men who knew thelir men,
their area and their armament shouvld be able to do

better than new men less knowledgeable.

Lveryona was now nesrly éick of orguniéation.
That was wanted was actlon, and the latter could be had
In every area if‘the rankt and file were armed.  Where
was tho use of further organisation if headquarters
‘could not import plenty of equipment from America or
Cermany. - Ameries had thousands of tons of ammunition

dunped and decaving - milljons of rifles and revolvers.

uith hundreds of small ports along the Irish
coast, the pdssibility of getting arms in wés encouraging
Yot none came, and here vere thousands of semi-trained
and well organised young men in the thirty-two counties,
all ready for the fray to drive the ancient enemy from
our shores. With millions of oﬁr kith and kin and their
descendants in America,and with idle ships in all

American ports, it is one of the unexplained mysteries tmt
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At this time, many ¢ountles and areas that had
Initiated -ccmbat with the enemy were burned to the ground,
like Cork city, large parts of Clare, Kerry, and many
men, yvoung and old, murdered. What possibility there
was of filling history books with glory 1f every
battalion and every ccmpany in the thirty-two counties =
if all Volunteors were recasonably armed and a few days!
supply of rifle and revolver ammunition. Even against
what was knotin then as the biggest empire in the world!
Her prospects would be biack because even with token
armament and struggle, it was revealed in the British
House of Cbmmons that it wonld be necessary to have
300,000 tnglish soldiers in Ireland 1f they were to put
down the I.R.A. |

Even the few armed I.R.4A, men could not use what
they had, for in most fights all thcy had was lost 1n
ghost fights ~ unable to bring them to a sueccessful end

and capture the enenmy !f defeated.

Mumerous parades of columns stationed in the 8th
battalion area at this timalpointed to some immediate
action. I was summoned to an important parade at 9 a.m.,
after breakfast one merning, at Garry Hoore's,
Grangemockler - Lacsy's or No. 1 column. This meeting
was guite difforent to all the others, as every man was
tested, examinad, checked, all equipment closely
examnined, quanbtity and quality of rifles, guns,
revolvers, and the health, outfits, clothes of the men
noted. . An hour's meeting followed. Iost of the men
ware still on "stand at easé" order, and every moment
expected ﬁhe order'into real warfare. Hearly all at

the meeting were also under a similar lapression.
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Homever, nothinz was decided upon, to warrant the
sunmoninz of this 1mpértant revien of troops and the
neeting so early in the morning. It 1s possible that
the totting up of military equipment revealed such a
small store - even half of th- men vere practically
unarmed, in the military sense of the word - that it
would have bsen madness to attempt any worthwhile

combat with the military.

7ithin one mile of where this meeting was held
lay a small number of R.I.C. men in Glenbower barracks,
inside in a deep glen, in a small two-storey residence,
and though fired on a few times from the high hilly
country, no close effort was ever made to capture 1¢.
The reader may wonder how such a small enemy outpost as
Clenbower barracks could remain in this isolated,
mountainy, rural area, in the midst of such an extensive
and thoroughly, or over-thoroughly organiséd battalion
of nine or ten company areas. . You will recollect that
I referred previously to the R.I.C. sergeant, in a
rural area, who was releasinz amminitlon. This was
Sergeant Enright who was in charge of Glenbower barracks,
but then, at most, only four in the whole battalion were

aware of this.

Shortly after this parade which had, of course,

a preliminary bearing on future events, one of the most
important meetings was held and decisliors taken at
Ballypatrick on another very fine, warm day. Every
battalion officer and every company captaln was strongly
warned to be present - "for the most important meeting".
Thz usual procedurs was adopted. All were notified to
report at a certain house for directions as to where the
meeting would be held. The house was Thomas O'Nelll‘’s,

Kilecash. One of the local company Volunteers was
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stationed there, and directed all who called to the
gcetual location of the meeting, which was held in an
open field, due to the large nmumber present and the fine,
warm 4ay. At the rear of a block of hay in a shed owned
by Kartin Tobin, near Ballypatrick and filecash, over a
hundred were present, presided over by Dinany Lacey, 0/C,
No. 1 Column. The meetinz lasted thrse and a halfl hours,
and the whole position, from a military point, was
reviewed in detail by many officers. Finally, the
dacision was taken to disband the brigade ceolumng as
constituted at the time, and the few men in each column,
who were from the differant battalions of the brigade,
werc to form small battalion columns instead, and Lo
carry out military operations in the battalion areas,
vhile remajining in their own areas. This was the
biggest bombshell yet, causing grave disappointment and
consternation to the men of the columns as well as the
battalion and company officers who, for the past few
manths, had devoted all thelr time, means and ability

to mailntain, provide, support, feed, protect and cater

for the protection and welfare of the columns.

At that.time of hopeful wishing for foreign
equipment, the outlook and ambition of every Volunteer
and supporter were for larger columns and more columns
for open conflict with the roving enemy. It looked ag
if all was lost, the white flag thrown in. Here were
great leaderas and the bravest of men, with slx months'
experience of moving about South Tlpperary, knowing
eavery townland, with courage built up from long
soldiering together - to get an order to disband must
have been heartbreaking to them. Worse gstill, the
protection a column provided when the men were together

ensured thelr escape if they suddenly encountered the

enemy. This was all lost now - and what could a few
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men, with practically no eguipment, do in a battalion

that they were not able to do collectively in a brigade.

There are two gides to every story, ani, when
examined, you will readily understand the necessity for
and wisdom in disbanding the brigade columns - even
though very much misunderstood by the Volunteers and
the people, strong supporters, and the families who, for
the previous few months had accommodated and care for
the flying columns. Yany strong reasons were given -
and sose not given - as to the real cause for this
sensational development at that time when the exlstence
of columns was moét particularly needed, to counteract
the daily increasing enemy activity, spreading death,
foul murder and destruction in other parts. Keeping
forty to fifty men of the flying columns was one of the
most difficult tasks, and only people intimately
acquainted would have any knowledge of the enormity of
maintenance. ¥ew fanilies had more accommodation that
their own reguirements. They waere mostly two-bedroom
houges, with one, two, three or four beds. In nearly
all houses, the beds were fully utilised at that time.
In all cases, it was necessary for members of the family
to give up thelr own beds to accommodate the column men.
Then there was the difficulty of clean bed clothes, and
proper and sufficient food, for 1t was only late at night
that a column arrived - earlier would be dangerous - amd
this gave no time for the householders tec have in stock
extra food for the men, Many times, there would be only
barsly sufficient food for themselves -~ for perhaps the
next day would be the day for the market, to get family
provisions. The company billleting officers, or company
officers would hﬁve to proceed late at night %o a dozen
or more houses in the area, to have all coclumn men put up.

Houses are so far apart and scarce in mountaln districts
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that a few townlands would have to be covered before all

could be nut up, and this wldely scattered accommodation

entailed the gravest risks should the enemy make a
surprise visit to the area during the night, or seven
during the day before the column reassembled. Even
after reassembling, they had again to ascatter out over

a wide area for dinner, and again for tea. Should the
enemy enter a particvlar townland} long before the coluan
or a part of it fell in, a number would be in combat
killed or captured. Worst of all was the inadequacy

of the armament. This was the major trouble and worry.

Unless every men in s small flying column of forty or
fifty men was fully armed with a modern rifle - hours of
fighting with rifle ammunition in case of standing fights

with the enemy, the potential wasidsheartening to

officers.

tfhat was not made known generally, but only to
very few, and the latter weuld have to use their own
intelligence, for this knowledge was in every column -
a few of the leading offices were fully prepared tand
could on many occasions carry out comparatively worthwhile
actiorg but for very special and important reASONS.
Ail over the country, when a small barracis was captured,
or a small convoy of enemy fired on, the people, both
near and far, suffered heavily within twenty-four hours.
Dozens of houses, practically all owned by the parents
of Volunteers or strong supporters, were razed:t the
ground. Any young uen who unfortunately were at houme
or on the farm were murdered there and then. Vhole
families were left homeless. All they owned burned or
blown up. In many placés where the enemy lost only
four or five, twenty of our people were either killed or

captured, which was a thousand times more, for they were
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brought about as hostages in loiries, and if ambushed
by the I.R.A., the first killed were the hostages by our
men, as they were exposed to fire; anl 1f they escaped,
were tortured to death later on. In most cases, the
reason for Volunteers being captured ant murdered was
for refusing to give inforuation, after thelr finger
nails and pieces of their flesh were torn offl. A
thousand times wetter for men to be killed outright,
when trying to escape after being captured by the ensmy
at that time, than fall into théir hands. For their
policy at the time was to kill six to ten Irishmen, old,
young or middle-aged, for the loss of one of their
members, eﬁd to destroy and burn to the ground dozens

of houses. This more than any other reason was the loss ¢

of thousands of attacks on the enemy throughout the countr

1 could recall many dozens of deaths and acts of
dsstruction throughout tné country, where only one noted
leader murder gargofficer was shot. But when the first
shot was fired by one side or the other, the scent of
bloed followed. Yhen thc enemy wrought such death and
destruction in any aree, it there and then raised the

spirit of revenge in the I.R.A., ard they struck with
great success - regquiring two to make a war.

That evening at Ballypatrick, the decision brought
gloon and sadness to men who, for four or five months

previously, had lived a life of glorious anticipatlon,
and if this parting was filmed at the time, it would
make a nice picture. Soue of the boys'with a few bob
treated their pals to a fuw bottles of “lemonade” 1in

Gibb's pub.

This meeting brought more sadness and :tragedy

than the parting of friends. 411 the men of the
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battalion in the colunn, all the battalion and company
officers moved out of the Ballypatrick-area to their
ovin areas except abtout half a dozen of the leading
column cfficers who were well known to the enemy and
had to go on the run to avoid capture. They remained
in the area that night, together, on’the slopes of
higtorie Slievenamnon, but in higher grqund over Kilcash.
- That night after midnight, three thousand eneny troops
aésembled in Clonmel and aoved out. Two hours later,
the extensive hill range, from Ballypatrik in the south,
Iillusty and Drangan in the west, Ballythohill and
Kine-mils-House in the north, and Grangemockler and
Glenbower in the east; wag ringed round with eneny
.troops, and had riﬁgeé round the whole mountain range.
They graduvally closed in, ‘hand jdining hand almost, -
like children playing ring-a-roses, combed practically
avery sod, entered every house, outhouse, wocd, scrub,
bush, ete., and, after spending the whole of that day
until nightfall, did not capture & solitary I.R.A.
soldier. They were as much disappointed .as our men
had been, the previous day, at the disbandment of No. 1

colunn,

It was not all roses for the column leaders and
officers who were aroused from their sleep - they had
a most miraculous and amaging escape - and who got
through this ring of enemy soldliers in the most
thrilling and sensational manner, due to local guldes
and the intimate knowledge of the area by the nen
themselves. Their description later would fill a
book of wonderment. I hope that one'ss;fwo of the
men still alive have fully descridbed this to the
Bureau of Killtary History. The Bureauw will be
enriched by having this episode written..
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It was late when 1 left Ballypatrick that night.
Having a few bob in ny pocket like scme others, we held
a farewell social in Gibb*s. With the southern
battalion delezates to the meeting, we proceeded
southuards and, as we moved along, we assisted in getting

somz of them a night's shelter in friends' houses.

Kext evening, we got the startling news. 0of
course, it was immediately obvious that thers was a
spy in the team, or in the area. It did not take long,
after the shortest special investigation, to lay a
fin-ser on the identity of the spy, for in every post
office in Ireland, or in at least ninety pagent., of
them, the I.R.A. had a perfect organisation set up to
detset any and every form of treachery or spying.
Te had friends‘in the Post Office at Ballypatrick, as
well as at Clonmol, the roceiving depot. Young Dillion,
whom I have already mentioned, and who mixed freely and
socially the night before with the column, billeted
with families in Kileash area, 'phoned from Ballypatrick
post office to his brother, who was a postal clerk in
Clonmel post office, 1nforming'h1m of the 1.R.A.,
invasion in the area that day, and he at once 'phoned
the British military in Clonmel. Ears were always on
the alert, and word was at once gsent from Clonmel to
Kilcash and Ballypatrick shortly before the military
érrived. and by the narrowest escape imaginable, the
I.R.A. men had jJjust got outside the ring. Otherwise,
it would have b-en a fight to death because men long
on the run and hardened by military movement, and
fairly well armed, would not allow the enemy to handle
them, for if they did, they knew the fate that awaited
them at the hands of the military - the order was

anyone found with arms on him was to be exacuted.
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Action was taken right avay to deal with this
shocking and barefaced treachery. Lacey and the few
officer comrades who remained with him returned to the
Bth battallon area & few days later, and Ballyneale
company got an order to have the Dil;ﬁon house
surrounded and kept undar observation early that night.
Though 1t was in the Rilcash company aresa, it was the
usual practice to get outside men, and no- locals who
would be known, {or this work. After two hours on
¢uty, waiting, the men over-stepped thelir instructions
ant oraers. Enowing at that time that the family
was held responsible for the spying, they closed 1ln on
the house, situated above Kilcash Castle, and eventually

were trying to get in,,but the doors were firmly
blocked. Words were eschanged between the I.,R.A. and
the occupants. One of the latter, undersﬁood to be
the young girl, threvw a pot of dirty water out of the
window which fell on soms of the men. One, without the
slightest thought, coecked his shotgun and fired in
through the sccond storey window where the water was
fired from. Unforturately, the young girl of the
Dilllon's, without a shadow of sense, was looking out
through the wilndow at ﬁhe time, ard got the full
contents of the shot in the face and body. She was
killed instantly. This tragedy, of course, caused

a sensation and consternation iu the area. The oné-
sided report that cawe f{rom enemy headquarters and
appeared in the press at the time - that a body of
araed men flred into the.house of a family in Kilcash

and brutally murdered a young schoolgirl.

‘hen kacsey and his comrades arrived, they found
this sudden tragedy after taking placo. They withdrew
from the area without taking the intended action, to

open up a big investigation.
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The area was immedigtely surrounded by police
and military, and no civilian appeared. After a
verdict of "brutal murder! at the inguest, the burial
took place at recently opened new graveyard at éwid”dﬁj" -
aol
hy it was,Carrick-on~Sulr could not be understood, but,

of course¢, there were reasons,

The aftermath was that Laecey held a short inguiry
as to why the men excesded the orders, when they had no
authority or otrdar to close in on the Dillion house, and
no authority to fire on the houss at all. As a matter
of faqt, he was so upset and go annoyed that he favoured
punishment on the company and the man who so foclishly
fired on the house. It was understood at the time
that it was to be their sad punishment for the treachery
of her brothers, but she was a very young girl - a sad
ending to an innocent girl, for the treachery of her
brothers. | _

Stlo,

I have already mentioned that the young DillKon
who gent the news to his brother in the post office,
Clonmel, was not fully normal, as, of course, a fully
sensible man, or evon youth, 1f he was anxious to 3py,
would not use the *phone; he would cycle to Clonmel,
or even get his sister to do 1t. The Clonmel brother
knew at once that he was "on the spot®, and, after the
funeral, took the boat to England. This man, wvho was a
postal official, - though perhaps he got the job as an
R.I.,C.man's son, must have realised fully, when he gov
the message, that he was doing the loWest and basest
act any man eould do, by knowingly and treacherously
giving the anemy avery opﬁortunity to wipe out his own
flesh and blood, young Irishmen, fighting on the nills
of his country against the murder machine of the old
and only enemy, England. Davis, the son of an
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English soldier, born in a British barracks, wrote:

"Breathes there a man, with-soul 80 dead,
¥ho never to himself hath said,
'This is my own, my native Land!®

'Aiu&LvTheré was pot a shadow of doubt - but young
Dily(on was the informer, for, all during the day, the
enemy closely searched every house, nook, glen, wood
and drain in the Kilcash area. They ‘gave the names of
the men who stayed the night before in many houses, and
told them the songs sung, dancea, music, ete., in the
houges where Dillion was a guest with the I.R.A. men.
Only the houses that Dillfon was in during the night
did they give this inside informatiocn. The break up
of the column next day was the reason for the locals
and the hosts giving a sort of American wake to the boys
that night.

Most surprising indeed was the fact that the
Kilcash people were so innocent or the company so
thoughtless that Dillfon was never one to be watched -
not because he was an ex R.I.C.man's son, for one of
the finest and greatest men in Lacey's column, P.
HlleDonagh, GQuartermaster, was the same. Similarly, we
had two men in Carrick company, Finlay and Hodnett, who
were the hardest workers. The former became Assistant
Brigade Engineer later; he was a University engineering
student. But the seemingly utter irresponsiblity of
Dillfon favoured him. Later it was revealed that it
was due to love's Jealousy. Like the wild creature he
was, he fell in love in a rage of fury with a Limerick
girl, by the name of Williams, who was teaching in
Kilcash school. Of course, she completely ignored him,
but a local farmer's son - and only son at that - by
the name of O'Neill, was able to b9 in her company



- 127 -
Qe

frequently, and this enraged Dil;{on. 0'Neill was an
officer of the Kilcash company, and, to revenge himself
on O'Nelll, it 1s said né thought of becoming an
informer, because during the night's soclal with the
I.R.A., the lady waé in the company of O'Neill.
Perhaps he thought this was the best way to separate
them, for, like the old saying, “There's no fury like
a woman's love broken", and it must have been the same

with Dillfon.

To conclude this sad episode, months later, during
the Truce period, anotherfensation.fbllowzd;‘in the
arrest in Blackroek, Dublin, of one John 0'Shes,
grocer's assistant, a native of Raheen, Plltown, Co.
Kilkenny, but who had, for a number of years previously,
worked in Carrick as a grocerfs apprentice at Dowley's,
West Gate, and later as an assistant at Skehan's, Bros.,
1L Main Spfeet. He was then married to an R.I.C. man's
daughter by the name of Hanley. He was arrested and
charged with the murder of the Dillfon girl. Most
extraordinary, he did not know she was dead at all.

Host surprising, I was expected to be arrested the
following day, for it was a case of mistaken identity
by Dilljon or Dilifon's people. The day the column
disbanded at Ballypatrick, I moved up and passed by
Dillfon's house, to get to Tom O'Neill's of Kileash,
and, as far as I ean recollect now, thirty-four years
later, I was recognised and saluted by one of them.
Twenty minutes later, the Windgap company captain,

Ed. Burne, called at Dill‘gn's for direction to O'Neill's
house. He was the same height and size as 0'Shea, had
the same red halr, and was about the same age. Iin my
statement I have already mentioned that, on & couples of .
cecasions,] accompanied O'Shea. when visiting the Castle

with the O'Neill cousins of 0'Shea. and that the
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N Dilljon's, having the key, accompanied us, which proves
that Dillfon was still trying to revenge himself on
O'feill and said that the latter must have got 0O'Shea,
his cousin, to do the shooting, whereas it was Byrne
who passed there that day. Iost amazing that I was
not charged alsq for, if he thought that I preceded.
Byrne, therefore, I was with 0'Shea who was, in reality,

Byrne.

Anyhow, 0'Shea only barely escaped that gallows.
He would have been convicted, were it not for the fact
that many R.I.C. men, who had heard in the meantime,
from general gossip, of how the girl's‘death occurred,
volunteered to give evidence and, with dozens of others
who were able to give undisputed alibis for 0O'Shea and

proof of his innocence.

. Perhaps young Dillfon had no reason to suspect
O'shea, and only wanted to have revenge on (O'Neill over
the teacher woman. He was picked up later by a column,
and they kept him so long that he completely went mad
and added a further chapter of tragedy and death to his
own deed, whether it sprung solely from baseless
national treachery or love's jealousy: 1 always
thought it was imprudent of the Kilcash people, who
knew him best, to have him in such a poﬁition at ali,
or in the company, that he could spy, and, worse still,
‘his brother who was supposed to be quite normal, to debase
himself and to act on the information of his brother who
he knew was not normal, and the failure of the I.R.A.
section to carry out the order they got, to sﬁrround

the house only.

I had an appointment, on one occasion, with the

- column .in Grangemockler parish, to call at Valsh's at
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mid-day (now Lanigan's) of Templemichael, I had two
very important dispatches with me, and took every
precaution that, if held up, they would not be discovered
on me, No envelopes vere used, to avoid bulkiness, and
they were written on thin paper. I deflated the
bicycle tyre and put in the pleces of paper, flat, full
length, to avold thickness. Never before had I taken
such care. I proceeded up Ballyrickard road, to get
out by Rathdaced/ hill, to avoild main roads. I was
only after passing Mountrichard farmyard when I heard,
as I thought, the.mund of heavy lorries, and could, at
the time, have got over a fence into a field; but the
noise stopped for a few minutes. At the mill boreen,
I heard the nolse again, and knew or sensed danger. I
Jumped off the bike, and placed it against the wall.

I began to light a cigarette. The first and second
lorries, containing Black and Tans, approached, and
their occupants appeared not to take any notice of me.
The third or fourth lorry contailned some R.I.C. men
who must have given a aignal to stop. The other

three lorries then stopped, and half their numbers got
out and ran back, with rifles at the ready. I was
surrounded by about thirty Black and Tﬁns and a few
R.I.C. men, I was quite prepared for immediate death
and plugging. 1 was practically stripped naked,
clothes pulled off, all pockets closely searched
inside, shirt closely examined. I was questioned at
length. I said - I always had an answer ready, in case
I wouid be held up - that I was calling on .people,
soliciting orders for business, and calling on farmers
who had wool for sale. There was no use in my saying
I was colleeting debts, as I could show no bills on me, .
1f they checked up and found the people I named did not
oWe any money. .Coffey's used buy wool from the three
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counties' area; I was a sorter, weighed it, etc., and
sometimes owners with large guantities would invite me

to their farms for inspection. When they failed to find
anything incriminating, they closely felt the tyres on
the bike. Had they torn it with their bayonets, quite
probably they would have found the despatches. The
reason why they did not take more drastic action -

women were coming into town for shopping in horse, pony
and ass traps, and they used - a few of them - hold them

up and search their cars and luggage.

Often I thought that one of the R.I.C. who
recognised me and who was in the last lorry, and who
gave the signal to the preceding lorries to stop, knew
me well. He was the youngest in the barracks, 2
Galway man by the name of Connolly, married and had a
house in Rice Road. His sister had remained with him
and his wife. A pal of mine by the name of McGuinness,
a chemist in Murphy's medical hall, a native of County
Monaghan, was doing a line with Connolly's sister, or
friends with them. Though 1 had, a year or nine
months earlier, refused him goods that he called for -
it was an order at the time - and though HMeGuinness,
who was friendly with his sister, had got an order from
the company to discontinue visiting there and had obeyed
the order, I am certain that, but for this earlier -
acquaintance, 1 would have been plugged that day. The
Black and Tans were not drunk - it was early in the
day - and looked as if they were under orders. They
did not talk much at all, but proceeded with the
searching. Yet I imagine that the many people coming
from an@ going to town freely, or business, had

something to do with their calmness. Blessed are the
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meek, for thelr's is the Kingdom of Heaven! When I got
through - I was nearly in Grangemockler before I felt I
was out of danger, for I still expected them to follow
me, as they had done in a mumber of places throughout
the country, and to follow one expecting a meeting!

I arrived at Templemichael, and was told that,
when I did not arrive at the time specified, they had
left. I explained the reason for my delay:. I was
told to go to -‘allace's of Heathbrad, a mile south on
the main road to Carrick, to meet them there. When I
got to Yallace's, I was told that, for some very special
reason, they had not calied there, but was told to get
further in towards the mountain. I was all in a fog,
but said to myself that I would have to find them. X
went up Glenacurra road. A man, with a barrel of water
on a cart, whom 1 4id not know or who, I think, 41d not
know me, shouted, "You'd better be carefull A British
colunn of soldiers are up there furtheri® I began to
examinc myself: who am I? Am I dead, asleep, dreamihg,
or in doubt like the poet? But he assured me they
werg therae. Nearly everybody in Grangemockler were
close, personal friends of mine, but I thought, if I
called anyvhere, I might be held up. The best thing
I could do was to get away from the area, as it was
nov pretty late. I decided to go to .Phelan’s of
Ballygine, Nine#ﬂlle-ﬁouse. Try as 1 might, it was
impossible to contact or find even one Volunteer of the
local company anywhere - like everyone grounded. Word
had got around the parish earlier that a British flying
column was in the srea. It was getting late in the
evening and I had not got a morsel of food since early
breakfast; my two sides were meeting. When I got to
Blockogue, the house was closed, I agéin thought 1
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was dreaming, and felt llke RBobinson Crusoe on the
island. I tried the fields, and found Michael Phelan
farming, so, to forget my worries and get my mind off
my roving life, I took off my coat and gave a hand.
Open-air farmwork was something I had a great love for.
He said the brother and sister had gone to Gleneskeogh
to visit their sister, Hrs. Bolger. I drove in the
cows and helped to milk, and had just finished when his
aister, Haggie, and his brother, Jim, who had spent
twenty-five years at the drapery trade at Comerford &
Baldwin's, 17 Main Street, Carrick, arrived, all
execitement and talk - they were held up twice since they
left Gleneskeogh for Nine-mileaﬂoﬁse and the trap and
themselves personally searched by the English soldiers.
This fully confirmed the warning I got earlier in the
day from the wide-awake man with horse and load of water
at Glenacurra, South Lodge. They were told by some

of the people whom they met that the I.R.A. column were
on the run from the English column, and had barely got
through.

It was then nearly dark, and, after a.long.
hearty and walcome feed, Jim Phelan suggested going
for a drink at Nine-llile-House. I refused point-blank,
becavse I did not want anyone to know or see me in the
area during the night, but he persisted and sald that
we could get in through the back and into a room where
no one would see us. It was iny'one hundred and fifty
yards from Blockogue to tha publie house at Nine-Milee
House, and as we reached the important reoad Jjunction
{erossroads leading to Callan, Kilkenny and ULubiin on
the east, Carrick and Clonmel to the south, and
Mollinshone, to the north) - it wa very fine but dark
for summer time - a shout was heard, to halt at once

and put up our hands. We ignored it at first, but the
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shout. was repeated. We.asked who was 1t, and the
shout ceme again, "Hilitary! KXeep your hands up!*

One soldier, with rifle at the ready, advanced into

the road, in company with two others, three yards
apart, fully armed - real English accents - and we
realised at once thatiit was the English column. ¥ith
rifles against our backs, we were forced into a field
on the west side of the junction underneath
Carrignaclear Rocks, where & dozen other soldiers
Joined us and, still holding up our hands, we were
forced through a very small opening in a fence, covered
with wire and hawthorn - gome gap used for rabdbit
hunting - and into the hill proper, right under the
huge, high pile of rockhills, Carrigmsclear,

Here were about forty soldiers and two young
officers, apparently intending to camp there for the
" night, with ground-sheets, blankets, et¢c. There
already were lLiichael Phelan, who also took a walk to
Hine-mile-House, before going to bed, for a chat with
the locals, a nephew by the name of Tim Bolger, and
three or four others. Ve were throughly searched,
and our names and addresses taken. I always had another
name on the tip of my tongue for similar occasions angd,
of course, had plenty of time when ¢rossing the field
to think. I gave the naze of James Dunne, The‘Bos.
Poulacappal, a nearby place. No one was allowed to

smoke, and could only talk in whispers, covered by two,
three and four soldiers with guns - two groups of two

hours each. 014 Phelan, lichael, was at the start
pleading to be let down to the end of the field, to
tell his delicate and invalid sister why he could not
be there with her - and the other brother, Jim, and



- 13l -

Bolger. They refused, of course - perfect instruetions.
Then Phelan asked them to send down one of the soldiers,
but, with courtesy, they refused. The language of the
men, chatting among themgelves, was the usual soldier
type, every second word a foul expression. Two years
later, Paddy Power, lst Battalion éuartermaster.
preﬁiously mentioned, who spent two long terms as a
military hostage, first with the Black and Tans, and
second with the Free State Army, told me that the foul
language was the same in the three armies, no difference
in the world - the Irish Republican Army, the Free State
Army and the British.- and he had years' experience of

the three.

About )} a.m., when dawn appeared, all assembled,
including their scouts at the outposts, woke up the
officers and men, carefully and tidily packed up their
8leeping outfits with typical military cleanliness
and tidiness, and gave the order to fall in. Both
officers very courteously and generously apologised for
any inconvenience caused to us, and told us we were free
to go home. I counted fifty men, with two officers,
all under thirty years of age and exceptionally good-
looking. We prisoners numbered seven, including three
out of one house and two. All sccompanied the arﬁy
to Blockogue, two hundred yards from the hillside, and
all cheered us good-morning when turning off the road.,
They went on towards Mullinashone, and when they reached
near there about six o'elock, it was full daylight, and
the faraers were about to drive in the cows for milking.
I got inforszation that evening that they were not seen

at all. They must have walked into some grove of t{rees.

After a good, welcome breakfast, I had a long
sleep next morning. About mid~-day, I departed to
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contact the officers of Grangemockler company, or any
of the men. It was all sensétional, wild reports -
shootings, ambushes, ete., ete., - but the local column
had got their heels clear and were reported to have gone
south, dver the Sulr, into County Vaterford. Readers
will realise the life of a Volunteer at that ti.e. I
made it my business to find ouvt as much information as
possible regarding the actions and activity of the
enemy column that day. They ralded no houses, but
remained for lonr periods at road junctlons between
Grangenoékler village and Slievenanon mountain, After
an hour or two, they would move off to another part of

the road. Everyone who passed by was searched.

They were under perfect discipline and order
by the two officers, and no horse-play was attempted.
I had 8 great opportunity of observing their type of
duty during the night, and, of course, had very little
time to obgserve mmch in the morning. They did not
appear tc love the job - most of them sesmed unhappy.
Of course, sleeping out in flelds is not a pleasant job,
yet during the first world war millions of men spent
months ehd years in water and mud in trenches in France,
I could not trust any of the information I got from the
pepple they held vp in the area; because it was only
old men, women and young children that moved along the
roads during the day. Young men of military age,
even accompanied by horse andi cart or cattle, on business,

would bex~ 1n danger of capture.

It was a well thought-out plan. They remained
two miles away from where they would spend the night,
and did not proceed to that area until darkness had set
in, crossing over fields, l1ike the I.R.A. The very
fact of a small group of enemy soldiers being able to
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actually on the spot, should have led %o some action,

ut our column were so poorly egquipped that they could
not even attempt & make it unplé@asant for the eneny,

which 1s clear evidence of the weakness of ocur fighting
men. They were men of dauntless courage and bravery,

but, of eourse, it would have been madness to attempt

a8 confllct, because after ten mimutes the stock of
ammunition woulq have beesn used up. Yet, it is c¢learly
cbvious that the columns must have been one of the greates
worrles to the British. The very fact of them passing
from Clonmel to Kilcash, Grangemockler, Nine-Mile-House,
¥ullinahone, Ballingarry, Fethard and on to Thurles at
this time without a shot bteing fired on them, must have
given a different impression to the ahemy. Other solid
reasons for this immunity from any attempt at open
ambush or open conflict would mean condemning to death
twenty to thirty neighbours, old friends and one's own
people in that area, and all their property, which would

mean many thousands € pounds. The enemy knew that well.
The more they killed, old or young - anyone up to ninety
years, babies in their mothers' arms. That had occcurred

all over the countsy. If I.R.A. leaders or column

leaders had any semblanCe of conscience loft, they felt
that, in that way, with reprisals following reprisals,

it was senseless.

* Out for the week, I made 1%t a job to visit and
check up on local activities. I had to get back to

the old shop for market day, Saturday, and all was chaos

there as well - consignments of goods unopened, and
letters, and large numbers of farmers! wool tnweighed
and left aside for ownerss to call. However, it was

not business. The martyr was on the gibbet; people
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staring down the rifles of the enamy before death.

Next day, a batialion meeting was called early in
the day, out near the mountain, at Curraheen in
Rathecormack. The 0/C, Commandant Maurice McGrath
presided at the meeting which was attended by every
battalion officer, vice 0/C, adjutant, engineer,
quartermaster, intelligence officer and their assistants,
as well as every company captain available. The weather
was exceptionally fine, like éll the days in 1921. The
meeting began early and lasted .four and a half hours.
Correspondence from G.H.G. was read, and stress was laid
upon the necessity of some form of major operation to
be carried out in every battalion aresa, in order to
withdraw the pressure of troops from the counties that
had, month after month, carried out contimous attacks
on the enemy and were now suffering heavily from
reprisals. Every battalion was oruered carry out

shooting operations- to shoot at the enemy. This was
surprising, coming from headquarters, for, up to then,
they had condemned any attempﬁ at shooting operaticns.
In areas where sniping or major operationshad taken

place, condemnation, verbal as well as by correspondence,

followad from headquarters.

After deliberating the pros and cons, it was
declided by a majority at the mesting to do away with

an. enemy intelligence officer; when one of the battalion
officers stated that this man wés responsible for the
arrest of prominent battalion officers, other members
pyesent questioned it. It was stated by another member
that this man had nothing to do with his arrest, that 1t
was a sister of the I.R.A. officer who went-to the

school pal of an R.I.C. man that he should be arrested,
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to save him from the danger of shooting, and that this
ex R.I.C. man's daughter, instead of going to the
barrack, went to the man or his people, and told him to

get away or he'd be arrested.

These, of course, were serious charges, and the
neating went on for hours. Another I1.R.A. officer
stated that this R.I.C. man gave some very important
and worthwhile information in town. This was fully
investigated, and it was found that the information did
not benefit the campaign in eny form, and that it must
have been given to ascertain the repercussions, A
further member explained that this men had two brothers
in Ballykinlar where thousands of I.R.A. men vere
imp#isoned in the six-county area, This was accepted
as a faect but would not in any way exonerate'his
culpablility.

Another member stood up, and strongly urged that,
if anyone was to be shet, it should be the mad R,I1.C.
constable who had beaten up and gravely injured anyone
arrested in tovn, énd who had injured many youngsters
when held up in the streets. This man was -named &as
the man for punishment. This member also pointed out
that the first man named to be shot had never beaten
a man, held up or arrested. Re had a dour, cold

looking appearance, and that did not make him likeable.

All these arguments were fully'discussed, but did
not alter the proposal to do something and remova from
the area the R.I.C. man named. The meeting lasted
late into the evening.

The decislion or order was executed on the
folloving Wednesday night when R.I.C. Constable O'Leary

was fired on, in the centre of the New Bridge, at about
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8.45 p.m., in broasd daylight, while a small number of
people were passing in both directions at the time, as
few people ventured out then. The two I.R.A. men were
net disgulsed, and were recogniged by the few people they
met. Both carried thelir Peter-themPainters.openly in
thelr hands while retreating to the Carrickbeg hills.

In a few minutes, the news spread rapidly around
that area, and immedistely the place was deserted. It
was not until anhour later that the R.I.C. and Black and
Tans ware sware of what had happened, and the body was
removed to the barrack at the Greensids. People were out
walking, cycling, playing and practising on the river for
rowing competition. Vord flew all over the town and
area in ten minutes, and people scampered home in all
directions. It was obvious that the identity of the
two men was kKnown in the barracks in a short time, because
unlike other ocecasions, youngsters ware not beaten up.

Of course, they made sure they were not on the streets
or roads. Yany young and elderly women and elderly men
were returning from thelr evening constitutional around
the hill or New Line, and met the two men walking away
“over Carrickbeg hill. Both were well known to most
people; An old sergeant of the R.I1I.C., in maftl, with
his wife, was with or near thaese people. It 1s certaln
that he knew them., They, or he, had a narrow escape
because, coming down by Boreen Malogue near the New
Cemetery, they werse 1n the midst of s goodly number and,
when they passed them, the twoe I.R.A. men recognised him
and they feared he had recognised them. It was
understood that the names of the two men were household

words that night and subsequently.

That was Wednesdey night, and the town was shut

up for the remainder of the week. The shot policeman
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was bdbrought to the barrack, and waked there. A day or
two later, he was brought to S5%. Holleran's churceh,
Carrickbsg, and removed by train for burial in his native

place.

The townspeople's reactions to his desth were
not favourable, as they thought that the wrong man had
been shot, and that the men thought he was one of the
two who were marked for a long time. e never figured
in any outside actioﬁ that would make him hated. He had
a surly appearance, and lived in a2 pub in the llain Street
most of his time. Llater information was that he was on
bad terms with a next-door nelghbour, and that 1t was

information froa this source which c¢rused suspielon.

This week's closing up, following on the previous
.week, enabled me,with other battalion officers who were
also out of town, tvo make up arrears in the collection of
the I.R.A. levy. There were various reasons for the
many people who did not pay. Some, out of vanity or
to stress their loyalty, would only subscribe to well
kxnown I.R.A. personalities, some would not subsecribe to
locals, some would notgive if one of the collectors was
not a favourite, some objected to the amount charged,
‘sone did not want tc part with money under any
circumstances, and some were perhaps hostile. S50 this
period was availed of to call on many people, resulting
in conslderable sums -~ all sent to brigade headquarters

for supposed transmission to G.H.G.

Ve were now into the month of June, and only a
month before the Truce. This collecting of the money
was one of the mest hated jobs to me, though, to the
credit of ninety per cent. of the people called on, they
considered it to be one of the most glorious things in
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their lives ﬁo subscribe money to the cause, though, of
éourse thaere vere exceptions 1in all areas. 1 must
congratulate the violent opponents, the people vwho were
pro-British to thc bone and who were hostile to the
I.R.A., for they werc honourable enocuzh to refuse ne
point blank. The& were sc British and so much against
the I.0.A., yet so honourable as never to give my naane,
or those of my coarades, whom they knew well, to the
enemy in the local barracks, because, if they did, 1

_ would have been arrested or plugged to death on the spot.
From soue years of business transactions with my uncle
(James .Coffey), 1 got closely acquainted with them.
Though they were wealthy, pro Engiisn and anti I.R.A.,
they were honourable. The test was that they never
gave my name - I'd have been shot on the spot. Th_e
landlords, the wesalthy puaople, were ninety per cent. pro
British and anti I.R.A. so that readers can understand
their feeling. Yet, to their eredit, they never gave
my name to their friends, for if even one of them
mentioned my name, it ¥as the end. Yhat was most
surprising was the fact that this pro-British type used
call to Coffey's for Irish manufactured goods, the only
house tha£ was 8o foolish as to stock nothing but Irish
manufacture, if it was to be had at that time. I would
not order or stock goods of any other manufacture except
Irish. The spirit was so high at the time. VWhat was
most amazing and most significant that the only people
who came into the shop (Coffey's) to buy it were the

pro kEnglish people, the lapdlords and that clidue. To
their credit, they would buy nothing but Irish
menufacture in order to give home employment. The most
violent gun-running and shooting I.R.A. man, or hls
family, 4id not give a continental damn about Irish

manufacture or employment of Irish labour, or any of
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the workers - anl it 1s the same to-day, thirty«four
years later, 1921.1955.

This collection work was by far the most dangerous
and the most horrid. % wasn't the danger, but I always
hated takins money unless dished out with open hands.

We were under such compliment that, if eved one word or
namne was sent to the encmy, it meant instant death.

The pro British and anti I.R.A. people knew that well,
but they reslised our position and what would be our fate
if they gave information, and they reéisted.

Tha 5th battalion (Clonnel) orgénised one of the
most uvousual and indeed the most amazing functions held
during the previous few years, a foraz of outing or picnic,
80 popular that time. The brains behind it was Frank
Loughmsn, Clonmel, a Carrick-on-Sulr man, a chemist in
Gladstone Street, Clonmel. Ath his fertile brain, he
thought that something should be done to bring some
social life into the I.R,A. - some form of relaxation
at the time, for during the previous two years, it had
been a life and death struggle -~ no smile on anyone's
face, just expecting death around the next corner, 1f
only one comrade or Volunteer had a little talk around,
it percolated to the man on the strect, and so it was
obviovs that 1t would reach the R.I.C. and, 1if the latter
had their heart in their rotten and horrlible work, it
meant instant death to the Volunteer concerned. Most
significant, from post Truce.information. they were
anare of far more than we guessed at the time. Probably,
to avoidllocal activity, they kept thelr tongues in their
cheeks.  Frank Loughman, a man of brains, had advanced l
vigion, and thought it was necessary to hold some form of
gocinl funetion to maintain normality among the I.R.A.
troops, keeping in mipd the old proverb - all work and
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no play makes Jneck a dull boy.

Of eourse, this served a dual purpose. As 8 matter
of fact, %t was ninety per cent. an I.R.A. meeting, and
only ten per cent: scecial, though supposed to be one
hundred per cent. the latter: It was held at the
shooting lodge at Ballyknockane, Ballypatrick, the
sumner residence of Lord Ossory, Kilkenny, then the most
popular open-alr place for picnie or rendezvous in the
south of Ireland. Remember, readers, few people went
far outside their own areas then, for such socials,

So few cars were on the roads - as a matter of fact,
hardly any motors at all, 5o, no Sunday passed but
hundreds, and often thousands, assembled gt the

shooting lodge, Ballyknockane, for picnies - all on
eyeles, or sidecers, traps, ete. Really, the .5th
and 8th battalion maeting that Sunday in June 192) was

no other than a Joint‘meeting of the officers and
prominent active mén of the I.R.A. from both battalion
areas, and the object was to try and plan a joint form |
of major action in both areas. Let it be understood that
the social side was nct ignored. Loughman was the
Irish chief of staff of organisation of any form of
activity, but his flare for soclal and pleasant actyity

was another of hig great accomplishments.

The shooting lodge at Ballyknockane was then more
popular than Tramore, and hundreds used come there
every Sunday. No motors tﬁen axcept for a few rich
people, and people had to go 6n cyclaes, traps or on foot.
llany old friendships renewed, many handshakes. It was
the first of these pleasant few hours after three or
four years, and 1t was Ged's gift to the nerves for the
most of us, who had been without any proper slesp for

six months in our own beds, no decent change of clothes,
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or any change at all only weekly. Of course, the final
as well as the chief purpose of this social I.R.A.
gathering was to try and hammer out some co-operative
plan between the Sth and 8th battalions for worthwhile
operations. The 8th had a bdig reputation for unceasing
activity and, to he truthful and without boasting, 1t
never stopped trying to do something. The 5th, due to
some valid and sound reasons perhaps, from a military
point of view, had not big roll of activity. It had
nothing to do with want of willingness or able men,
because, from itovaliant 0/C to the rank and file, it
numbered many with distinguished I.R.A. service. Yot
at this gathering at Ballyknockane, &as well as from many
remarks. by brigade headquarters, the activity in that

area did not give satisfaetion.

At this particular mecting I was nominated or named
to be the new brigade enginear, on the grounds of a yearts
solid, hard work and opeéerational activity in my
department. Perpaps this was mainly due to the fact
that, though the others wore (/C's - and 0/C's chiefly
on By recomnendation - they were both living in raral,
sequesered areas, and had no means of close association
with the toun company. who had to administer the major
part of I.R.A. activity. Though I was supposed to be
in charge of the engineeoring department which was
reaponsihle, for the past six months, for all worthwhile
operations, I was really and truly, in the operational
sense, in charge of the battalion. At least, I had
dared preach authority without a guestion
from the 0/C.  Perhaps this was due to my close,
personal friendship with 0/C Maurice mcGrath,anﬁxﬁ/C
Thomas Fahy. The more 1 did - bad or good, repkless,

absurd, sound, sensible or foolish (laiter supposed to



v
- 5 -

be non-existent then} - the nore thay liked 1t. Both
were vaery hard, tough men, sportsmen to the finger-tips,
reckloss, gay and brave. S50 the more I got done, the
more they liked it, and when one starts onljobs of this
typs with full, undisputed power and puthority like 1
had, without even one to question them, then it is like
tho wind - the storm gets sironger, the longer distance,
all joining in speed and power. So 1t was with me -
never to stop - and for this reason only was 1 picked
out of the large Tipperary III. Brigade area, with its
norerouns distinguished soldiers, officers and men, with
'years of fighting records, end appointed to the highly

 dangerous and responsible position of Captaein of
Znzincers of I1I. Tippcrary Brigade.

Late that evening, the gathering broke up. A8
we uere about %0 break aﬁay in many directions - I, with
'all the 8th battalion officers and all the company
officers and active Volunteers, about to return esst for
8th battalion area - a special despateh arrived from the
Carrick company to say that a Black and Tan soldier vas
‘'shot dead on thc Hew Bridge, two hours previously, in -
their own military lorry, that dozens d’ men were rounded

" up and shot dead or becaten to death by the enemy, that
the whole tovn mwas to be blown up that night, and thot
all roads vere scouted by the company Volunteers who
vere ﬁarniﬁg ail friends noﬁ to enter the toun as the
eneny, fully armed{ were in charge and arrestirg all men
c?ming into the town. The message also sald that the
Suir river wos nov red with spilled Irish blood.

This vasconfirmed by rural people who had left
tho toun, and wonen and old men in traps who, after
minute searchirs and explanations, werc allowed to pass
throuzh from the town to thelr homes, but was later

__proved tc be grossly exagger 2bed-
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The officers and Volunteers from the Co. Vaterford
companies of Windgap, Clonea, Hothel and Rathgormack,
got across the rivaer about midnight, with the aid of
fishermen's cots at Ballindine. The Carrick members
broke up, and went to friends' houses far outside the
town. I foolishly went too near the town for shelter,
but 1t was an o0ld man's home where no young men were
living - Guinlan's of Ballinderry, now Kurray's. 1t
was situated well in from the main road and sheltered by

a8 wood,

This was the third week of continuous absence from
my uncle's shop - and the height of the wool purchasing
gseason. I was then prepared not to return to business.
Viord came to me from one who was in the shop that the
boss, James Coffey, had to refuse to accept wool, as I
was not there to sort and weigh 1t, and that he had to |
instruct and advise owners who had left their wool to
take it away, as I had not been in the shop to help for

for almost the whole time since Christmas.

In the meantime, I made use of the opportunity,
as in the previous week, to try and contact all battalion
Companies, in order to check, inspect and improve their

military efficiency and knowledge,

After a week, word came from the town that the
enemy had never been so quiet and had actually disappeared
from the streets, that they had now fully investigated
the de@th of the Black and Tan in their own lorry on the
New Bridge and that it was not caused by the I.R.A.

The Black and Tan had been holding a bomb in his hand,
with the pin withdrawn, ready for an I.R.A. attack, and,
when the lorry left the R,I.C. barracks, if travelled at
great speed and turned the right-.angle bend at the top
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of Hew Street into Main Street. 8till at great speed,
it suddenly took a left turn at the New'Bridge. The
speed was so great, and the distance from thé top of

Neuy Street to the left turn at the New Bridge was so
short, that ths lorry turned right and struck the
protecting wall (now east of the Munster & Leinster Bank).
The shock of the impact caused the finger of the Black
and Tan to bo eased on the pin, and the bomb exploded in
his hand, resulting in his death. [IHost surprising that

all in the lorry were not blown to pleces.

Father 0'Shesa; C.C., 3t. Nicholas Church, who was
one hundred per cent. an out-and-out I.R.A. supporter
and was well known as such, even to the enemy, went to
the New Bridge when he heard the man (Smith) was killed «
the only Catholic Black and Tan in the dbarrack. Father
O'Shea was going 'to be shot on the spot, but they
removed his broken body to the R.I.C. barrack. This
d1d not detor Father 0'Shea, and he followed them to the
barracks where he insisted on giving the last spiritual
rites to the dead man, I understand, after & short time,
instead of shooting the priest, they realised that he was
a brave man, determined to .carry out his sacred duty
to administer to his humble flock, and that, after s short
reminder by one of the-Catholic R.I.C. men, they admitted
the priest into the barrack where he anointed and
ministered to the dead.soidier.

.From inforaation later received from the R.I.C.
men who ﬁere.lrish'Catholics, the bravery, courage and
spiritval devotion . against the blazing reveolvers of the
non-Catholié Black and Tans had a very salutary effect -
even more so afterwards when they knew the Black and Tan
vas blown to smithereens by the bomb he hgld in his own

hand. But a large number of youths, who were rounded
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up that evening and who were shockingly beaten up, were
the sufferers. Close on thirty were brought into the
barracks, ahoﬁt twenty of whom were badly beaten, fifteen
.severaly. They were the real sufferers. Fortunately,
they wers all very young, and some very old, for no man
of military age, even an anti I.R.A.man, would leave
himgolf open for arrest, and they made it their business
to be out of ths way, Some young lads werelso badly
injured that they were nervous wrecks for the remaindor
of their lives. This butchery with its mistaken
objective had a quietening effect on the Black and Tans
apd R.I.C. for a long time aftervards. '

The battalion o‘ficers called a specilal meeting
that week-ecnd, to ascertaln the cause for the beating of
tomnspeople, and to make arrangements for retaliations.
The meeting lasted three and a half hours. Indirect
apologies, by word, from the R.I1.C. had reached some pf
thc people, etce. The position was that no one was
killed on the Irish side, though many Carrick people
‘suffered undue injury. And none of them made claims for
the beatings they got, when subsequently claims were the
order of the day - perhaps they were thankful to be
alive.

It 1s impossible to believe that his comrades in
the lorry did not immedistely realise that the explosion
was caused by the bomb in his own hand where it was held
to cause the death of some Irishman. It 15 evident that
they knew it right away, because otheruwise they would
have carrled out same pattern of reprisal in Carrick as
elsevhere - shoot at sight, men,:womeh and children, and
burn to the ground shops and streets - especially as they
had a preparcd iist of shops for destruction in the
barracks. The rounding up of three dozen people that
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were on the streets and subseguent beatings were for
show, to hide .their own blunder, and the death of their
pal; though due to his own inefficiency, was solely due
to the Irish people for having them there at the time.

This episcde brought us into July, 1921, and, a
week or less later, news began to pster through that we
were about to have a truce. Mo one could bhelieve 1it,
for, at the time, no one saw or cexpected anything but
death and burning - looking down the rifles of the eneny
for a year, and expecting to get its contents every
moment are only iméginable to the pecple who went through
it. sut, far and beyond our wildest'hopes and dreams,
like children'’s imagination, or the peaks of Walt Disney
imagination, the Truce was declared to take place at

tvelve noon on July llth.

Bravery appeared to be lmmediately awakened in
the heart and soul of every I.R;A..man, and dogens of
them who had been noted for their absence from normal
duty were on the warpath for a major attack all day,
July 10th, and weil up to noon, the Truce hour, saeking
the enemy anywhere and everywhere, to top off his head,
One group got into the closed graveyard at Carrickbeg
to take a pot shot at an 0ld R.I.C. man named Prout
who lived nearby. He escaped by inches. He too
intended to celebrate the end and had gone, an hour
earlier than usual, from his house to & pub, and the
long day waiting for his removal ended up in a pud by
this group. A good job ~ he was & Protestant apd it

would have been said that that was why he was shot.

For me, after a few years of the life as
described, the ending of hostilities brought the hope of

tryingﬁrebuild, in some way, my business,almost
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destroyed by neglect and absence, with no one to meet,
attend and serve customers over such a long period.

All the glory of the Truce - the fact that the strongest
nation on earth had to bend their knees to the I1.R.A.

and seek a truce, and that the shadow of death was over =
was neutralised by the cold, staring fact that the
profitable business, bullt up by the attention and hard
work of my uncle and myself over the years, had been
almost destroyed by me in one year. All the glory,
cheering, shaking of hands and flag waving would or could
not make uwp for the loss. Right away, 1 swore that 1
would work day snd night to bulld it up again, but, cruel
and hard as the pre Truce 1ife was, this orgy of mad

calebrations was even worse.

Like Our Lord's Resurrection, men now too
appeared that had not been seen for years. The few
hundred in the ranks of the I.R.A. in the 8th battalion
multiplied fourfold - we had now thousands, LEveryone
was an I.R.A. man or a prospective one. 4ll July was
devoted, day and night, to celebrations, drinking and
dancing. Dances were got up in every village, every
tounland, and in nearly every home. Drink, drink,
drink - food, smoking, dancing - the people went mad ..
This was quite understandable for one month, but it
dragged on for three months, To the credit of the
maprity of the officers - men of cold, hard commonsense,
disciplined by hardship and responsibility - this wild
life did not appeal to them, but unfortunately some of
the officers went to the "dogs", and there is no more
pathetic and sad scene than a high_ranking officer blind
drunk, in front of a few hundred people. This, of
course, was bound to lower the respect required to

maintain a reputation.
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Ky doctor, Dr. Murphy, got after me right away
to go to hospital immediately for operation « for the

double rupture that I had postponed for s year. He
kept after me, but I put him off, saying that after two

months the excitemsnt would have died down, and that,

when the shop would be in shape, with some wool weighed
and owners aéquaintad. I would be able to go.

G.#.Q., from reports, realised the danger of the
Truce and that the high living would have to sfop - a

proof of their wisdom and patriotism, . Right away, I
got a eircular from G.H.Q. that they were making

preparation for a week's lectures in Dublin for
divisional and ﬁrigade engineers, and to be prepared
and ready to come to Dublin and attend this course. No
excuse. Here again, I was faced with having to leave
the shop. It had to be done. I spent a week in
Dublin in a hall 4in Parnell S8quare under the chief
command of General Rory O'Connor, Chief Engineer, G.H.Q.

gvery divisional and brigsde engineer from the thirty-two
counties attended. It was asll work and no play, from

ten in the morning until ten at night, one hour for

dinner and for tea. ¥ie received as mucb'instruction

in five days as would normally cover six months.

It was an opportunity for meeting officers from
every county in Ireland, going to and coming from the
hall, and after ten o'clock at night in the hotels, ete.
We did our best to make friends and exchanged views,
and mostly they were engineers from Northern Ireland,
now the Six Counties. I found it difficult to

understand their accents - the Tyrone people in particulan .

When we returned to Carrick, we were edvised to

study earefully and fully, nighly, what we had learned
in Dublin, that we would have, right away, to attend a
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Dvisional engineering course, something simiiar.to the
one in Dublin. We were honoured by the visit of scme
of the leading fighting men. Our instructors and

lecturers were famocus University engineers.

After another week's slavery in the shop, I
proceeded to Knocklong for the Divisional engineering
course. I had to give every battalion engineer in the
III Tipperary instructidns for equipment, clothes, ete.
This was held in the big Cleeve's creamery there. All
billeting was fixed for us in ~farmers' houses around
the area by the local Knocklong company. Every brigade
and battalion engineer in the 2nd Southern Division was
present, under Divisional Engineer de Courcey, Limerick.
I was with Tom Phelan, 8th battalion engineer, snd we
were billeted at Moloney's at the bhaeck of the oid castle,
Knocklong. Moloney was a well known, well-to-do young
farmer, with his young wife and two children, one a |
baby. Vile were treated as lords, and we got a half-day
off, if we would like to attend an agricultural cattle
show at Chafleville, elght miles west of Knocklong.
lir. Holemey, with his wife, drove us in horse and trap to
the show, We were introduced to hundreds of friends,
cousins and neighbours of Moloney's, and, with local
company officers present, were again introduced to a few
more hundreds, including some very nice young Limerick
girls - a deep, strong and valid reason for not
returninz at all. Vie wefe_invited that night to a8t
least fifty dances, and to a ;hundred dances for the
remainder of the week. UWe had to decline all. Under
the supervision of de Courcey, we blew up some‘farmers'
cement passage bridges over streans on thelr land, They
first gave us welcome permission, the spirit was so

high then.
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Home again after a week, but no time wasg lost,
for I had to prepare and make all necessary arrangements
for holding another week's lectures and instructions on
engineering specially for 1III Tipperary Brigade. This
was for every béttalicn and every company engineer in
III‘Tipperary. I notified every battalion engineer to
notify every company engineer in their battalions that
I ned arranged to hold a brigade engineering course to
last the whole of the month - four weeks of November,

1921.

It was held in Grantstown Hall, home of Lord
Hassey, four miles from Tipperary town. This was the
longest course yst. Instructions, equipment making,
engines, mines, bombs, electricity, explosives, motor
cars, motor cycles. It was like s combination of Ford's
and the Electricity Supply Board. 1 managed to pick

. up, here, there and everyvhere, a sufficiency of
essential egquipment to maintain the full course of
training for a month. In all, about fifty were there.
It lasted three and a half weeks. A big Job was the
providing of food, elgarettes, milk, bread, tea, sugar,
delph, cutlery, cooking and washing utensils.
Everything had to be prepared beforchand. I got every

help from the officers and men of the 4th battalion
(Tipperary town) as well as from the officers of the

battalion.

All the knomledge that we had galned at G.H.Q.
and Divisional H.Q. engineering courses had to be
imparted. I brought two local University students in
engineering with me - William Finlay and Paddy Dalton.

The latter had to leave after three days for Cork

~University. I drove him to the train at Bansha and
paid his ﬁay to Carrick. He did not want to go, but
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his parents insisted. Shortly before Christmas, he got
some water on the brain and died there in Cork about
Christuas time. Finlay remained on, stating that his
father had no monay to [inance him,..- He was full of
brains, and, many years later, after getting out of
prison in l92h; he returned to Dairy Scilence in Cork
University. He became the leading écience ﬁan there.
Then he was appointed Assistant Uanager ol Lénﬂsdowne
factory in lLimerick. His nev scheme for converting
milk into a more profitable channel than butter,
designed by himself, had mueh to do with the prosperity
of the farming community of the present day; e met &
sudden death, by falling dovwn froam the top storey of
the factory through an opening, his body striking a
supporting upright bean, injuring his spine - a big

national loss.

haturally, men, after four weeks in a camp, made
many close friendships that lasted for years and to the
end. Praetically everson: there returned to his company

area, with a reasonably good knowledge of his duties.

This looks as if it uoula bs near the end. It
was now obvious that it was far worse on me than during
the Black an: fan time, for ﬁhen I was able to pay,
every weeX or by night, some attention to the business,

but now it was full-time.

During the battalion engineering camp in
Grantstown Hall, we had daily visits from many high
ranking I.R.A. officers from G.H.G., Divisional H.G. and
many 0/C's of Columns from sll over Ireland. After the
first veck, it looked as if we were a demenstration
engineering camp. Durinz the month, I was introduced
to over four hundred officers, an. the time lost by me

from the direct training of my brigade engineers was
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definitely serious. - Of course, I was fortunate 1in
having nurerous competent men, expert in ¥2ining. Let
it be understocd that, a week before the camp opened, I
had to make sure that I had engaged fully competent
instructors in all phases and courses of military
operations - 1lst, Infantry; 2nd, Engineering; 3rd,
#xplosives; [lith, Bombs; 5th, ifotoring; O6th, Rifles;
7th, Machine Guns; Oth, Bayonets; 9th, Military
Explosives; 10th, Repzir of Rifles; ilth, Repair of
Shotguns; 12th, Revolvers; 13th, Physical Training;
1Lth, Discipline; 15th, Secular Educatlon; 16th,
Religion. This applied to the battalion engineering
training camps in the New Year, 1922. 1 was aided by
¢.B.Q., Divisional H.Q,, and Brigade H.G. in procuring
men competent in 2ll subjects - mostly ex British officers
and soldiers who were disbanded or had retired before
then. When approached, they thought they were in
Heaven - the honour to train the I.R.A. Up to then,
theﬁ were under suspicion - at least, they thought so,
as ex BEnglish soldiers. They were all locals. They
certainly were competent, willing, capsble, and .
hardworking. Some of our men were equally as capable,
having over & number of years studied closely and worked

hard to acquire efficliency in-2ll phases.

When we wound up at the end of November, all the
boys had a tanned celour from the outdoor_field
cperations by day, as the vweather had been qQuite summer-
like. By night, it was still schooldays, or rather
night schools, hours spent at lectures, demonstrations,
ate. It was a case of all work and study. To me and
other officers, it was a full sixteen hour day, as ve
had to make sure of supplies of all the thousand-anafone
items that were required in a camp catering for sixty,

as well as all the numerous distingulshed officers who
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called.

Simultaneously, a camp'for rifle and genefal
infantry training, on a far larger scale, for I1Il
Tipperary brigade was held at Ballinard Castle, near
Fethard, kindly given by that great Irish soldisr-
statesman, Senator William Quirke recently deceased (1955).
At the seme time, all over Ireland, every brigade carried

on the very same training as III Tipperary.

All this intensive training and preparation wers
to fight the enemy should they renew the war, in abeyance
since the Truce, llth July. tiost amazing of all, taking
into Qccouht the nation-wide preparation, was the failure
of G.H.Q. and the Republican government to import arms,
for there was not a shadow of a sign of any improvement
in equipping five thousand soldiers, not to mention the
hundred thousand new recruits who had blown in since

the Truce.

News, gleaned ?pog the horse's mouth and from press
reports that the‘:ggzeieaﬁ were breaking down énd new
plenipotentiaries were appointed, were not cheerful and
gave the incentive for an_arduous form of training and
preparation. Christmas closed in, and a cloud of
darkness, in the form of sorrow, grief, and disappointment,
fell on the people when the news appeared that the Irish
delegatioﬁ had coﬁe to terms with the enemy and had let
down the Republic, and that all the sacrifice - death,
plunder, murder, burnings, destruction, loss of 1life,
loss of business - was all in valn by the acceptance of
the treaty of surrender.. The confidence, smiles,
handshaking, the hail-fellow-well-met, the orgy of
pleasure ceased, and the faces, jaws and countenances
of the I.R.A. soldiers lengthened two inches. It caused

a dampness and coldness over the Christmas holidays that
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should otherwise thave reached the zenith of jJoy,

pleasure and festivity.

I went to my father's home in County Kerry, and
strolled into Castleisland on 8t. Stephen‘s Day. There
I met General Hdmphrey Harphy, 0/C, Kerry No. 1 Brigade,
in company with that other great and tragic leader,
General Charlie Daly, whc had been sent by H.Q. from
Kerry in charge of the hottest spot in the North against
the Black and Tans. (The latter met his death about
a year later with three others, 0'Gullivan, Enright and
a Derryman called Larkin, after having spent five
months as prisoners of the Iree State Army in Dromboe
Cagtle - a reprisal for some ambush by the I.R.A.). The
three of us spent hours together that dsy, but coming
events had already cast their shadows. The whole trend

of our conversation was that all was lost.

I vas back again in Carrick after four or five
days. Gone were the carefres recklessnnes z2nd enjoyment.

Then, the long-drawn out debate on the Treaty in
the Mansion House by the Hepublican deputies. This

dragged on for a2 month - one speaker for, and the next
against. Speeches lasted for hours. The late Mary
MaéSwiney. sister of the illustrious Terence, spoke for
three and three-quarters of an hour. When the final
vote came after five weeks' of talk, the pro-Treaties

won, on a vote 63 to 57.

This actually put the nsil on the coffin of the
Republic. The "four glorious years” (1918-1921) and
the glory of 1916 were wiped away by this vote. Here,
for the first time in Irigh history, a majority of

aelected representatives forsook freedom. Be.. .it
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remembered, the act of Union was accomplished by bribery,
corruption and attaintment of the highest paid job of
state, but the majority were not Irish, but English and

Scotceh pecple living in Ireland.

Hers, were men who had swWorn allegiance to

. maintain unto death the Irish Republic. Here; was a
deiegation of the most éisbinguished Irishmen, selected
for their high gualifications to malntain and assert, to
the very end, the Republif, and compelled, in case of
failure of attainment by negotiations, to return to the
Ddil, deliberately signing away the Hepublie. A

7 delegation headed by that great patriot-uriter, a man
who had devoted all his 1ife to the Irish cause, Arthur
Griffith - the man who was looked up on as never giving
away an inch! Yet, that very man was solely

responsible for the others to folliow him.

Laxt in command was the famous and great Irish
soldier-officer, Hichael Ceollins, the de hetﬂ of irish
fighting men, the man who was reputed to be solely
responsible for maintaining the fight for freedom in
Publin, the man with a thousand escapes, the hero of

all that was bhrave.

Hore were the two leaders - the last two men in
Ireland that any one person in the thirty-two count:ies
would have dreamt or thought would ever betray the cause.
The others, of course, were only associates. They hau
no authoritative power. ‘The wily Lloyd George, English
Prime Minister, separated Griffith from Collins, and the
two fror the remeinder. Like what is now being done
behind the Iron Curtaln in BRussia - the same system must
have been_used to get Griffith and Collins - confessions

of guilt by distinguished Cardinals and Bishops in
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Russia and Yugoslavia to-day. Bo other explanation

¢an be accepted.

The long debates did not help, for gfadually they
developed into personalities and Dbitterness. When the
non soldier deputies - and they held seven-five per cent.
membership - spoke in favour of or against the Treaty,
they were reminded right away by the soldier deputies
that they had no right to talk. .Anl. where much
sacrifice applied to deputies, 1t was cha;lenged, and,
et the end, the situation was a million times worse
than before it commenced. The hatred let loose spread
all over the country, and the for and agalnst argument
of the Ddil found itself into the talk at every street

corner and in every pub,

The first delegation carried out thelr pledge
that they would not sign anything unless they submitted
1t to the Dd1il. They would not agree to surrender or
lowering the lrish flag, and returned as they went.
The second delegation were appointed. They were fully
acquainted with what they had to meet and wers prepared
beforehand as to the nature of their action and defence.
And this adds considerably to their fallure in
maintaining Irish instruetions to return like the first
delegation when they falled to obtain justice for Ireland.

Needless to add, during all this negotiation and
debates, the morale of the I.R.A. in all places was not
improving. From every town, village and townland,
complaints were drifting into battalion and company
headquarters of terrible trouble. Soldiers.in uni form
with their Sam Brown belts and Peter-the-Painters hanging
out were the order of the day. 50, %o get down to

terra firma, G.H.Q., Divisional H.Q. and Brigade H.Q.
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decided. right away on another spate of training. The
brigedes had now to sponsor.training camps for thelir

brttallidns.

This was a big job for me, to 6rganise and
supervise eight battélions in IYI Tipperary énd, worse
still, as I was living in the extreme south-east of the
area. From Carriek to Emly there were over forty-five
companies, and, further on, fifty and up to sixty in
some places. I had to deal with about sixty companies,
and the overloaded programme of full-scale military |
training. If confined exclusively to an engineering
course, it would have indeed been loaded enough, but a
soldler's training cannot be confined to one special |
course. To be a soldier, he must be trained particularly
in infantry. He must be highly'competent in rifle,
revolver and gunnery, all forms of modern military drill,
"and, if an engineer, driving a motor car, lorry and van,
destroying bridges, roads, rallway, blowing up buildings,
diverting rivers, destroying buildings,; telephones and
rebullding all destructions. He must be able to make
rifles, revolvers, machine guns, build bridges, roads
and houses, use and make telephones, repair cars, lorries
and vans, and he must be proficlent at signals and
aignalling codes. In a word, for any sort of competency,
the engineering classes would take three to five years of
e full University course. At this time, I put it up to
Brigade and Divisionel H.Q. to cdnsiderﬁbly-lessen the
number of items for training, for it was utterly senscless
to expect a fraction oi competency in the hundreﬁ and one

courses in our programme.

It was worse still for m& to attempt to write and
keep up correspondence with the eight battalion 0/C's of

the brigade on this enormous prdgramme. and to try and
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read and check the cart-load of reports which I used get
evary day. In all, I handled three hundredweight of

write-up.

When the Bureau of Hilitary History.was firss
formed, I thought it right to hand over a huge bundle
of this material, so that it would give the Bureau some
idea of the enormous activity of the I.R.A. at that time.
Host of this was done during the Truce period.

Naturally there was no opportunity foranything like this
during the Black and Tan period. Anyone who might have
attempted to do so was foolish for, if it had fallen
into the enemy's hands; the contents would reveal our
operations. I wouhd.@ﬂ§oimpress on the officers of

~ the Bureau that this write-up is fully comparable to the
. time and aétivity in the pre-Truce period,

However, I engaged the services of some girls,
senior commercial pupils, sisters of leading 1.R.A. men,
and they used to come in some evenings every week, and
take their turns at copylng and typing fifty.to hunpdred
large copies of orders, reports, ;checks. etc. These

I used despateh to the elight battalion engineers.

In a8ll areas we selected unoccupied farm buildings,
with large yards where the men used agsemble. and the
unuged buildings housed the men during the demonstrations,
lectures, etc. Unlike the Divisional and Brigade camps,
we had the men moving sbout in an area up to two nmiles
from the centre, where they were given free foou and
beds by night. “ven the most supposedly snobbish,

well-to-do families entertained the men lavishly.

The course took a month to be wound up, over the
bridade area. In some companies, one week, and in

pthers two weeks. We declded that the engineer



- 162 -

officer or trailnersfrom an outside battalion would be
in charge, and aiso he could bring any good trainer with
him. Ve found thnt this was the best course, as men
looked up to strangers and were not able to challenge
thelr abllity. It is like the saying: One's
-reputation is known or rather made by what is not known

about one.

During all this period of intensive training and
preparaticn, the political side of the Republican

movement was anything but healthy.

Before I proceed further on this, I might point
out that several other camps were under intensive
training in different areas in the battalion
simultaneously. = The bigg.st was the infantry. I
selected a pumbsr of men from both who used have to
visit, participate énd.demonstrate their xknowledge. The
Engineers' most competenﬁ men used go to the infantry
camp to glve a demonstration of active engineering
capabliities, and vice versa. In a sense, the majority
of males between seventeen and forpy-five years were
under military training then. Perhaps if no training

vas every attempted, we would have had no 61v11'war.

®ith all this vast -military activity; the
political wing was rapidly deteriorating. No one was
big enough to. withdraw every army man from the Parliament.
It might be difficult, for the armj men were the backbone
of the former. Numerous incidents and activities in
Dublin, Limerick and in a fe? other -places had opened
up tne first stages of disunity among the I.R.A., and
right away all the knowledge gained from the six months
military training segmed to be lost in doubts; Who was

it goling to be used againgt? All were for the old and
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only enemy, England, should they resume the Black and
Tanfys. At the time, we looked on the parliamentary
members 25 being old men, in comparison to ourselves,

and néturglly every youth or young man locks to age for
guidance and advice. 'fhe child looks to a boy; the

boy, to a youth; the youth, to a young man; the young
iman, to his elders; the elder, to his father; the

' father, to his elder, and the latter, to his grandfathers.
But we had no one to look to - perhaps too many blooming
officers, each a suppoéed_ﬂeﬁeral, ahd they overriding
all old men of sense, becavse the lattar did not seem to
be :alive at the time. The enemy played on the weakness
of the Irish character, and left the game playing for such
a iong time that eventually the Irish milltary side would
ugrow Jéalous of one another. And the Parliamentarians,
who favoured the wretched Treaty, became a form of

" official government. And ﬁere came the start of tragedy.

At that particular time, the Irish people had not
made a decision by election vote as to whether they would
accept the articles of the Treaty, and, therefore, no
group had authority to use IriShrmoney to finance their
supporters. They provided their officers who favoured
the Treaty with-enorﬁous galaries, most expensive
uniforms an&:gist transport - motors, lorries, ete. -
at their disposal. The enemy occupying Government,
Zngland, faclilitated by the provision of Irish taxation
money for this purpose - a poiﬁt never‘fully covered by

historians during the past thirty-five years.

Let it be remembered - if the officers and men
who favoured and later fought to destroy the Republic
were not paid, not fifty men in Ireland would have joined

thelr ranks. Patriotlsm was so low and the people so

disappointed and depressed at the time that o one




person or group was big enough to launch out against
using Irish money to finance a group of men to shoot
down an unpaid group of men. I would venture to say
that not a dozen men in Ireland would be in the Free
State army if they had no wages. Hitherto unheard of
men jJumped overnight as TField larshals, with £1,000 2
year, and the lowest spalpeen had £1 a day, with full
board, fine clothing, ete. If they were left without
a copper or a uhiform, without boots or fags, without
food, and if they still fought to uphold the articles
~of the Treaty, then no honest person could ever raise
a finger of scorn against them. Tven with all this
tinsel, over ninety-five per cent. of the officers in
Yunster, ninety per cent. in Connaught and the sawe in
" Ulster remasined true to their ocath - to the everlasting
credit of Irishmen at the time, "Let us hope that
fuoture writers and historians will record this for the

generations to come.

Readers should understand that many of the
leaders and men who acceépted the tragic Treaty were above
suspicion of doing so for money of glory. Arthur
Griffitb} the man solely responsible for putting the
Treaty through, a noted writer and journalist, lived
all His life in poverty to devote his talents in
advocating the Irish cause whereas if he had any worldly
feelings, he could have been earning s big salary as a
firgt-class Jovrnalist on any of the large
daily papers. The same rapplied to Michael Collins,
one of the bravest and most couras8eous soldiers who
had, most miraculously, veen able to live for two years
in Dublin with many escapes, and still could be about
there, day and night, active. Ths man that lived that

life, with death staring him every mimate of the day
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oer night couli not, for a second, think of money or
salary at all. {Other leaders on the Treaty side would

also be above money attraction.

But let it be remembered, with the exception of
Rory O'Connor and Cathal-Brugha, all G.H.Q. officers
favoured and fought for the Treaty, and against the
Republic. Let it be remembered, I have mentioned in
the early part of this statement the thorough failure
of G.H.Q. to make any effort to import arms and military
equipment, and thelr hostility to some of the most
famous hattles against the enemy in ths south. For
analogy, if twelve chosen men spend two long years building
a church, monument, hall, home or any noble edifice
without one copper of reward, and at the same time
provide out of their own private means their food,
clothes, boots, smokes, refreshment, doing it for
patriotism, honour, ete., and, when completed, two of
the twelve engage outsiders, scoffers and even opponents
or servants of their eneiles and pay them £1,000 a year
to leaders and £1 a.day 4o their labcurers, with food,
clothes, transport, etec., to blow up, pull down ane
destroy the same building, what would any normal sensible

"person think of 1t?

Let 1t be remembered, some of my closest and
best friends fought for and supported the Treaty - mén
who had sliept with me in friends’ beds, in my own bed,
and who partook of my humble fare on a humble table in

my kitchen.

April 1922 dawped and, lnstead of devoting all
attention to meeting the enemy, should he resume
hostllitlies, all attention and activity were now
concentrated on avoiding a clash and war among brothers.

Great efforts were made by leading officers to find some
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platform where differences could be ironed out, and an
arny council of sixteen senior divisional, brigade and
G.H.Q. staff was set up to hammer out a formula to avoid

kiilling one another.

They were all distinguished officers, with years
of har@ship and sacrifice. The majority of them were
friends of mine. They deliberated for a long time, and
readers should ask for production of the photographs
which appeared in the daily papers during the course of
this grave and important conference. You will see at
once, from the grave countenances of everyons of them,
the seriousness of their deliberations. A year earlier,

these faces would have been full of smiles.

The final result was not satisfactory, but they
found a basis for stopping immediately the madness of

shooting one another down.

The iesult was that the parllamentarians or the
political side, which unibrtuﬁately contained too many
military men, had to gsummon special D4il meetings, to
come to some understanding ahd avoid fighting over the
tragic treaty. It was really a command given by this
conference and by public opinion that it was imperative
for the Ddil to find a solution to avoid brothers
killing brothers, and, to their‘credit, they 414 find a
solution. The solution was the Pact, the most important
agreement and the most 1mportént solutlion every arrived
at, in the whole history of Ireland or any other country
in the world - an agreement to avoid civil war, to avoid
brothers shooting brothers, to avold companions and
_ ffienda killing companions and friends.

The Pact was'ﬁﬁa/ﬁold a2 general election, and the
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pro and anti Treaty parties were to put up sufficient
numbers of candidates, in the ratio of 63-57 - the vote
on the Treaty, viz., 63 for, 57 against - and no othler

party or independent was to contest.

Tothe credit of all parties and independents, they
put up no candidates, realising the danger and to avold
the worst of all tragedies, civil war. Every man of
note and patriotism appealed to the people for calmness
and to abide by the national decision, but the wretched
political labour party, this infamous gang, realising
thoroughly and well acquainted with the gravity of the
national situation, deliberately put forward candéidates
in a large number of constituencies, causing a split in

the voting for or against the Republic.

A most amazing action for labour, because some of
the labour groups had performed trojan work during the
 fighting. But without any leadership, the workers would

- have acted on their own.

S0 important and far-reaching was the Pact that
every: person of respohsibility and influence all over
the country proclaimed at every opporhunity and on
every occasion the importance of keeping the Pact., Yet
w;th all thils, the official pélitioal labour party, .
realising the great danger, deliberatly nominated
candidates, and were largely responsiblée for the breaking

of the Pact and preclpitating the tragic civil war.

It was evident that the people would not support
the Republican cause, for, let it be remembered, the
majority of them were never out-and-out Republicans, and
even to the present day, 1f a plebiscite was taken, the
independént Ifish Republic versus back-to-the-Empire, I

am certain it would be a neck and neck struggle in the
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twenty-six countles.

Be it remembered that, up to this election in
1922, no real test was recorded, for the 1918-1919 general
election was a walk-over in ninety per cent. of the
constituencies. . The Home Rule Irish party put forward
no candidate, closely following the attempt to force
consceription on the Irish people. The Sinn Fdin
movemént, which was the leading force against‘conscription,

gained remarkable respect, honour and prestige.

The old enemy, whose diplomaéy is the dread of
the world, disbanded 25,000 Irishmen who had joined the
enemy army during the first world war, with the direct
object of them joining the new Irish Free State Army,
knowing well that the majority of this vast army had no
alternative. They were members of poor, unemployed
families, with no other means of existence. Before
the war and at that time there were no industries in
southern Ireland - hothing doing except farm labouring
at 1/- a day.

Fifteen thousand of these fully trained men acted
on the advice of thelr superiors, out-and-out antl
Republicans, and stepped out of the enemy khaki uniform
into the Irish green, or the subsidiary army of the
British. This influx of thousands of highly trained
men swelled the heads of the Treaty leaders, and
undoubtedly had much to do, in later weeks, with the
launching of the civil war. To their credit, ten
thousand of the men who were sent home, they downed
tools, as it were, and returned to their homes of

poverty, hunger and all that they had to face.

Turning away from the rights and wrongs of both
sides, let any independent unprejudiced person think
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it over. Here are 15,000 men who were released from
imperial service ébroaa on behalf of John Bull, and who
helped the old and only enem#. turned over at 21 a day,
with best uniform, boots, shirts, underclothing, food,
transport, latest British military equipmenf, ete., to
shoot down and destroy the fev hundred haunted and
hunted men of the I.R.A. army who had struggled for the
previous two years at a million to one odds against the

~ biggest and strongest army in the world.

tiope, smiles, Joy and confidence were rapidly
disappearing from the Irish scene, as, day after day.
clashes, incidents, shootings were happening here and

there.

- Liam Lynch, 0/C, lst Southern:Division, whose
brigade area had carried out more successful operations
against the enemy than in the whole of the-thirty-two
counties, made another all-out effort to save the
situation, by agreeing with the leaderé and headéuarters
of the Treatites that the men of his Division would don
the Free State army uniform; join up with the Free State
army and march on the Nofth for an open battle, to
avoid civil war. He must certainly have got some clear
promise, understanding and assurance from his men before
they agreed to this course, but the Treatites failed to
carfy out this agreement. The wearing of the uniform
and moving about in strong Republican areas caused much
danger, hold-ups and even cauflicts, beeaﬁse it would
indeed hsve been necessary ﬁo carry placards on your
breast And rear, to explain the reason. Shortly after
a8ll hopes of a united move northwards were lost, the
men of Liam Lynch's Division dropped wearing the
Free State army un;fbrm; rﬂichael Collins held some :
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special private meetings with his one-time roysl pals
and soldiers, in the hope of using the last straw to
.save the situation. Some great understanding between
him and the Republican side was reached, for, next day,
he. . made a national pronouncement that it was far better
for the Irish people and the Irish nation.to keep the
Pact. than the Treaty.

This famous and most important statement brought
Joy to every Irish heart. Hope, confidence and courage
revived, and the people came to life once again. It
was llke the resurrection from the deﬁd. All'the
enemies of Ireland got into a rage. The filthy antie
Irish press « the Dublin daily"Independent’, the proe
Unionist "Irish Times" and the southern upholder of the
British empire, "The Cork Examiner® - all wrote in fury.
Thelr idol since December, 1921, one of the framers of
the Treaty, was now nothing short of the bad boy. The
arch enemy of world's freedom, Lloyd George, the
Britién Prime Hinister, took it up in cold and hot words,
that this language of one of the leading Irish signatories
of the Treaty could not be tolerated, and that the I.R.A.
should be evicted from their headquarters in the Four
Courts right away. It was done two days later, and
opened up the saddest page of Irish history. All the
glorious sacrifices of the previous six jears went up

in smoke, or, fathér, pools of brothers' blood.

To foreigners, studying closely and intelligently -
if it is possible for outsiders to do so - it would be
difficult to explain the honesty, straightforwardness and
loyalty of our character. To swear for a pumber of
years, with hands uplifteé to God, our Creator, as
witness..our loyalty to the Republican cauvse, even to the

cost of one's life, and never to be a renegade reconcile
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this with the destruction of Republican ideals, 1922-1923.

I have omitted dozens of major incidents and
activities from ¥arch, 1922, to the outbreak of the
Civil War, because in reality how else could they be
described but eivil war, and relating would cause as much

extensive writing as already covered by me.

To finish before I bring my history (personal) to
a close, I would advise no man or group of men at any
time, in any way by word or act, to encourage civil or
religious war. Hell let loose would not, or could not
be worse than war among brothers, for it takes almost
from half to a whole century to fully eradicate its

consequential evilness.

in closing, I would like to pay a tribute to all
my I.BR.A. friends in the 8th Battalion and Il Brigade
areas - thousands of close, honourable friends I made.
It is no wonder that Tipperary is known as the premier
county - or Tipperary leads, Ireland follows - for the
loyalty, good humour, cheerfulness, bravery, honesty
and, most striking of all, modesty and humility of all
the Tipperary men I met, both officers and rank and file.
The same applied to the men in County Waterford in the
Company areas of Mothel, Clonea, Rathgormack and Windgap.
The three latter areas, due to their geographical
topography, bore the brunt of the catering for.men on the
run. To the men of South Kilkenny with whom I was
frequently in touch in the parish Company areas of
Piltown, Owing, Windgap, Tullylough, Templequinrn and
Hooncoin, though not intimately acquainted, Or. as much
in touch - yet the best of Irishmen. To the ploneers,
or first political and military acquaintances - Jack
| O'Keeffe, The Lawn, Paddy Power, Tom Hickey, Jdin
Loughman, and later John O'Keeffe, New Street, William
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O'¥ara, Tou Phelan, Jaues Yoley, Frank Roche, P. Eade

of a thousand activities, John Foley, §am and J. Doherty,
¥. Thompson, the Lurphy's, P. Hourkeé_J.'Eq;lins.

F. Reidy, D.J. O'vriscoll, B. Shechan, Laurice ilcGrath,
T. Fahy, all the Fahy's of windgap, the Butler's of
Grangemockler -« the two families had twelve men in the
I.R.A. - the Tobin's Laurence Glendon, Grangemockler,
Arrigan's, Hickey's, Carbury of Ballyneale, Power's and
Rickham's of Fothel, Byrne and Talsh's of Windgap, the
Hassett's, Flynn's of Clonea, the Daly's, Haghney's,
Pouer of Ballyocuill, others prominent in the Battalion -
Crotty's, Ualsh's, Horriésey, OtRellly, Clerkin,
“icCormeck, Tormy Valsh, Peter llcGrath, Maher, Phelan,
Rillconnery, ‘alsh, Lanigan; Power of Faugheen, ¥alsh,
Molonoy, Eoran, Harbour, Bob Talsh, Torpey's, David
Power, Vim. Hoore, Baldwin's, kurray - only a few from

memory - the Coughlant's, MeGrath's.

To wy Brigade officers, cveryorie of them - Scdn
Trescy, Seumas Robinson, Sean Filtzpatriek, Dichael

Sheehan, ete., ete. I had the happiest association
and remained in closest friendship with them.

To the many active Column leaders, I had the
closest association with and retained full and mutusl
confidence of Dipny Lacey, Paday licDonough, Jim
fiimsrtain, Mick Shechan, Sean Hogan, Bill Allen, Peter
Tobin, Med Glendon, P. Butler, Bob Sheehan, Thomas
Coughlan.

The bravery and courage of all were never
Questioned, and had they been recasonably armed and
equipped, they would have harassed the eneamy, So tha£
Engiand would have required a quarter of a million
army to beat ft. '

People wlll ask how did a practically unarmed
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organisetion put up such a fight as to force . ..

the strongest nation in the world to seek a truce. it
was due to the peoble's loyalty. I1f even one person

in every area, or every ten parishes, who had intimate
knowledge of the weakness of the I.R.A., relatively
small unarmed groups of mén, moving about, had.given
information to the enemy by word or letter - and &
country man or -.goman could 4drop a leﬁtar into a town
post office when shopping - .the whole weakness of our
armed forces would have been known to the enemy who
would immediately have surrounded the area and elther have
captured or drivenout of existence our mystic forces.
The freedom from informers, and the loyalty of the
people carried the day. Informers were ﬁhe curse of
many previous generations. It 1s one of the greatest
and noblest tributes tc the Irish people of that period
to have raised themselves above the horridness of spying

and informing for the enemy.

I will leave it to other wiiters to analyse this
'great nobility and how it materialised 1n only three or
four instances that an informer worked. One case was
the major tragedy at Clonmult where a small column of
nen were surrounded, on receipt of 1nforﬁation from a
poatman, British ex soldier, with the aid of another
ex British army man - supposed rabbit hunting - but the
officers could be all blamed for this tragedy through
thelir utter stupldity in keeping a group of men for a
month in one house. One day was regarded in the zii,'
Tipperary'as a safe time to stay in one place. See
what an informer did in Kileash in the early stages of
this statemént. You may recall 1it. |

Years later, I discovered that many R.I.C. men -
a number in all areas - had a fair knowledge, but if they -
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had, it must have been lopsided, as otherwise, with the
hatred then prevalling, it is difficult to be convinced

that thoy would not make some use of 1t.

When the British government had handed over the
.barracks to the Pro-Treatites, the R.I.C. were withdrawing
from their barracks in Carrick-on-Suir, one of thelr
teugh, drunken members got out of the lorry ocutside the
shop and brought in some articles which had been taken
during one of their numerous raids on the shop and house.
I questioned him about some books they had ome taken from
the shop. Using the usual touvgh language, "Babington",
said he, "don't mind your damn books. You must be the
luckiest man in Ireland to be alive to-day!" "What do
you mean?", 1 asked. He said, "You may think that we
didn't know, but we knew everything - no matter how
little, and so-and-so. You should not be here to-day!"’
He - Cummins - was mad with drink and nerves, and rushed
out the door to the waiting British army lorry, curnsing
me 33 he went. | These remarks made me think that our
plan'of action was not watertight, but again their
families were about, and, of course, played with groups
of all ages up to fifteen and sixteen years of age at

school.,

To James Coffey, though now deceased, I owe an
apology for the miserable life I gave him over the long
number of years, for the seventy or eighty raids on his
shop and residence, for the good business, bullt up by
his honesty, ability and experience and now ruined by my
association with the independent movement. A man of
comparative prosperity, hg was brought to the fringe of
poverty, due to hatred, boycott, Jealousy, intimidation,

etc.
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The uniby'and suceess of this great movement were
primarily due to the sacrifice of the participants, and
the chief ecause for this was that there was no payment.
No man aspired to officer rank - in ail cases, it was
cast on him, There was no Jealousy, because no hour
approached but one expected to meet instant death or
torture, should one fell into the enemy's hands. Every
man had to provide, cut of his own meens,; elothes, boots,
overcoats, shirts, underclothes, tobacco, cigarettes,
food, books, guns, etc., etc. It was all a free army.
With all these.expenses, one had to contribute from 1/-
to 2/6d. a week for general expenses. One word of
advice I would give to yQuth groups or young volunteer
organisations: always try to remain in the rank and f;le;
for the worry, trouble, time, expense and responsibility
were s0 much that no one, except one having little to do,
could be a leader. For "glory is bought at the cost of
happiness, pleasure - loés,qf haaith and favour - cost of
independence. Better one glorious hour of fame than a
whole life without a name. The worst fate i3 to die
the death of inaction. .For a man really worth his
salt has little time for finding fault.

The moving finger writes and, having writ.'moves
on! DNor all thy piety nor wit shall hire it back to
cancel half a line - nor all thy'tears wash out a word

of it.

To finish as 1 began - Breathe's there a man with
soul 80 dead who never to himself nath saild, this is my

own, my native land.

With love to every true born Irishman, let me
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end, with approximately thirty thousand words,

Seampus Babington,
Captain, Engineers, III. Tipperary Brigads.

2.5

. Other great personal brigade officer friends
were Dan Bresn, Bill iuirké%martin Breen, A. & l.
Barlow, Jerry Kiely, J.K. Lonergan, SGdn Prendergast,
Sean Dovnoy, Tadhg Dwyer, S. & H. Burke, Sean Yalsh,
Jerome Tavin, lick Fitzpatrick, Dick Dalton and &

hundred others whom 1 may mention later.

SIGNED:

DATE:

‘—BIJ_'REAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21 _
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 151321

No. W.S. [59¢

WITNESS




