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‘ BUREF\U of MILITARY HISTDRY 1913-21
BURO ‘STAIRE MtLEATA 1913-2

? . .- No. W.S. /55§
C\ STATEMENT BY MR. FRANK MGGRATLI :
% "Idrone", HNenagh, Co. Timoerai'y. |

formerly of

Tipperary Ho. 1 (North Tipperary) ~ .
Brigade. '

I was born in Youghalarra, Co. Tipperary, in chobef 1885,
My people were farmens and I was educated in the 150&1 National
School at Youghalarra. In 1903, I was apprenticed to the
grocery, seed.and spirit business in the premises %hich I now
owmn in Pearse St., Nenagh. | i

After a lapse of so many years it is now diff%cult to
pinpoint how I first became interested in'Irish naﬁionql affairs
There was, I might say, a strong national traditioﬂ in our
family and an uncle of mine on my father's side had.to make his
escape to Australia to avoid being arrested for his!part in the
Tenian Rising of 1867. Then égain, ffom my school years, I was
a member of the Gaelic League and the Gaelic AthletﬁC'
Agsociation. I was a member of the Toomevara Hurlihg Team
during their years of fame and, from 1912 to 1916, i vas
selected as a member of the Tipperary.county teamn. 1I also
played football with a Nenagh team and, in later ye%rs, my
acquaintances of the ﬁlaying pitches played a ﬁajor;part in
assisting me in the vork of organising the Irish Vo%unteers in
North Tipperary. - ‘

I joined the Irish Volunteers in Henagh in May%1914,
When a branch of that movement was first formed in ﬁhe tovn.
Some months later when the éﬁlit in the movément took place,
I.found nyself one'of a véry small minority who re%@sed to
follow the majority into the late John Redmond's National
Volunteers. It then fell to my lot to take charse of this

minority who continued as Ln ITlSh Volunteer unit. Ue drilled
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and did some target practice with a miniature riflé in an old
hall in Sarsfield St. We graduvally increased our éumbers;
mainly by recruiting new members from hurling clubs in the
outlying distriets, until our strength was somethi%g betveen 20
and 36 men. To procure arms was one'of our biggesé problems,
but I remember being able to purchase some from twé members

of the British army who were home cn leave from Fr%nee. I also
recall purchasing at an auction a Mauser rifle whiéh had been
brought home from the Boer War by a Captain Finéh and for.which

I obtained some 7 m.m. ammunition in Dublin. i

During 1915, in my spare time on half-holiday%-and Sundays,
I visited variocus areas in Horth Tipperar& and as f;r as Birr in
Co. Offaly in efforts to organise Irish Volunteer ugits. In
this work I received valuable aésistance from "Hedggr" Meagher
of Toomevara (now of New York), the O0'Brien brother% of
Silvermines, and Sean Ga?nbr, Liam Eoolan and Edwara O'Leary of
Nenagh. We met with sone success esbecially from tﬁe players
of G.A.A. Clubs with whom I had some influence. Hhilst I am
not positive, I am almost wvertain thatrit was some fime in
that year - 1915‘- that I was sworn into the "Irish éepublican
Brotherhood by Mr. James Kennédy of Thurles. At thét time, too,
I was in close contact with the Volunteer leaders in Dublin

including Thomas J. Clarke and Michael O'Hanrahan, ﬁui

|
. prineipally with The O'Rahilly -and Cathal Brugha. %he O'Rahiilyh

chief mission at the time appeared to be that of obﬁaining arms
for the Volunteers. Cathal Brugha was then é commefcial
traveller representing Messrs. Ialor Ltd., Candle M%nufactﬁrers,
Ormond Quay, Dublin. I met.him freduently and I reﬁember
securing for him, through an employee of Harty's of;Nenaéh,

a supply of ammunition which suited his (Brugha's) German pistol
and which he afterwards used during the Rising of Ea;ter Veek,

1916. . |
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- Another incident in which I was concerned occhrred about
that tlme when Harty s hardware store in Nenagh was put up for
sale. The firm with which I was erloyed had cnarge of the
. sale and w ere in possession of the keys of Harty! sipremlses.
Before the. auction of the other goods, the R.I.C. éuthorities.
purchased the contents of the firm's magazine which included
shotguns, ammunition and explosives. About 5 a.m.ion the
morning following the sale to the R.I.C., T took't%e keys and
went to Harty's premises. I packed the contents of the
magazine into five large casks, and a Volunteer na@ed Paddy
Doyle conveyed the casks, one at a time, to’Miss” Sifigehah’s house
in Summerhill from where Edward O'Leary later transported the
lot to his father's place in Beechwood. Before leaving
Harty's, I toock the'precaution of breaking the locﬁs on the
nagazine door and on the oﬁter.gate, and on my refdrn I
replaced the keys where I had got them. Iater on &urlng the
day, when the police went to collect their purchmse, there
vas some consternation, followed by intensive poli&e ;ctivity
which lasted for some weeks and during which I was ﬁuestioned
by the.R.I.C. who, however, failed to recover the méterial.

In January 1916, I received a serious injury wbnn playing
a hurling match in Cork which necessitated my g01ng to St.
Japn s Hospital in Limerick for treatment. I spent severgl
ﬁéﬁths in the hospital and was still a patient theré when the
Rising took place. As faf as I am aware, no orders}were
received.by the Volunteers in Nenagh as to what ac;ion they
should take, but I later learned that Faddy Gleeson| (of
Gleeson's, Drapers, 0'Connell St. Dublin) arrived there on
Easter Sunday conveying Eoin MacNeill's countermanding order.
" The R.I.C. raided for me in Nenégh after the Risingé but on
being informed that I was in hospital, they anparently took

no further action. y

!
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It was, I am sure, towards the end of 1916 thét I again
met Cathal Brugha - this time by appointment at Limerick
railway station. He had only beenr eleased from King George V

Hospital (now St. Bricin's) and was still on crutcﬂes as a

result of the wounds he had received during the Rising. He was
on nhis way toSpanish Poinf. We discussed at somel%ngth the
guestion of the re-organisation of the Volunteers. }In December
of that year I attended the Volunteer Convention whﬁch'was held
in Fleming's Hotel, Gardiner's Place, Dublin, and at which

I was elecfed to the Volunteer Executive, and after?ards

I attended a meeting of the Executive which was hel# in Luké
0'Toole's house in Croike Park. As was to be expect%d, tﬁe mein
business of both the Convention and the Execultive m%eting
concerned re-crganisation. After my return to Nenaéh, I kept
in constant touch with Michael Collins, M.W. o'Reiliy and Tom
Cullen. On my visits to Dublin I usually found Coliins at an
office in Bachelor's Walk, : ;

During the Springtime and Summer of 1917, steady pProgress
was made with the re-organisation wvork. In ﬁorth Tipperary
Irish Vélunteer Companies Were formed in HNenagh, To@mevara,
Roscrea, Lorrha, Borrisokane, Newport, Templederry, %ilvermines,
Ballina, Portroe, Youghalarra and Clcughjordan. Inﬂtially,
all the companies comprised a hattalion with the following
officers: Battalion 0/C. =~ Frank HMcGrath (myself); Eéttalicn
Viece O/C. - Liam Hoolanj Battalion Adjutant - Sean G%ynor;
Battalion Q.M. - Frank Flannery. | ]
As, hovever, the.organisation progressed and nsv qoméanies
were forﬁed in other districts, North Tipperary wvas éet out
info seven battalion areas and the seven battalions wére formed
into'Tipperary No. 1 Brigade. The four officers who% I have
just mentioned moved up to brigade rank and became the first
staff of the brigade. Toraise funds for the-purcha%e of arms,

»
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concerts, dances and hurling tournaments were held In the

reorganisation work we had the assistance of Sean ycLoughlin,

an organiser from G.H.Q.
In 0ct6ber'1917, I was arrested in lenagh by members of
the R.I.C. and was taken to'Cork Prison.- In Cork ﬁ was tried
by courtmartial on a charge of illegal drilling anﬁ sentenced
to 12 months imprisonment which was commuted to si& months.

There were a good number of political prisoners iniCork Prison
at the time amongst them being Bob Brennan of Pexlgrd, who

in later years was Irish Minister in wasnlngton. Tn an e ffort
to secure either our release or political prisbner%' treatment,
wve went on nunger-strike. After a few days, a bateh of 1t or
15 of the hunger-strikers, of which I was one, werg transferred
to Dundalk FPrison. Frank Thornton (now a Directorgof the New
Ireland Assurance Company) was the sole political %risoner in
Dundalk Prison when we arrived there, and he téo wés on hunger
strike. We decided to continue the strike and,.at;the end of
November or early in December, we were released unéer what was
then known as the Cat and Mouse Act. As the Burea? of Military
History is interested in the colleétion of documen%s relating
to the period 1913 to 1921, I attach to this statement as
appendices: ' | |

HE" -~ Photostat copj of notice which hung outglde my
cell door in Cork Frison.

ngt - Photostat copy of my charge sheet and o; the
. Summsry of Evidence.

"CY" - Photostat copy of document handed to me'oy the

Governor of Dundalk Prison at the tlme of my
release. . i

|
- - I might say that I spent the greater portion of the
years 1918, 1919 and the sarly portion of 1920 wit%in various
prison walls. I was re-arrested in Nenagh early iﬁ 1918 and

- o i .
taken to Templemore military barracks and from there to Belfast

Prison. I spent six months in Belfast Prison and, lduring that
. |
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period I took part with the other political prisonérs in the

first break-up of the prison. On my release I was re-arrested

1
outside the prison gates in Belfast, served with a'ﬁeportation
order and, after a brief sojourn in Arbour Hill Prison, Dublin, -

I wvas conveyed to Durham Prison in Engla@d. For tﬁe'trip.across

the Irish Sea, the British authorities had requisitﬁoned a

cattle boat and the journey was not without incidenh.. Ve were

only a short time out to sea when the ship was sudd%nly put on

a zig-zag course and ail on hoard were issued with ?ifebelts.

It soon became common propetty that there was a Ger@an

submarine in the vicinity. If such was the case, wgiﬁere not

interfered with, but I might mention that within a #eek

the "Leinster" was sunk oufside Dunlaoghaire, é
In Durham ‘Prison I had twelve companions, all éeportees

from Ireland. They wére: Eamon O'Duibhir of Ballagh Seumas

O'Heill - then a Professor in Rockwell College; Mlchael Travers,

or Trayers, of Galwayj; the brothers ¥Frank and Edwarq Bulfin,

Darrel Figgis, Michael | plllane, Michael Sugrue, Dan McCarthy,

Michael Flemlng, Edward MOLkaq and Art C'Comnor. andltlons in

Durham were reasonably good and we were detained thére untii

about May 1919, when,following the d eath=of Fierce MeCann in

Gloucester Prison, we were unconditionally releasedf I attach

as further appendices: !

"D - Photostat copy of order served on all the:
political prisoners in Belfast Frison at the +tinme
of the first break-up of the prison in 1019
(The schedule attached to the order contains a
complete list of the political prisoners then
held in Belfast Prison). ‘

HE" - Photostat copy of the deportation order wﬁlch vas

handed to me on my re-arrest oubside the aates
of Belfast Prison.

|
1
I

Fbllowing my release from Durham I enjoyed a feﬁ months
of freedom during which my activities together with the other
members of the Brigade staff were centred on organising the

brigade and battalions on a proper Ffooting and contlnulng with

i
i
i
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the quest to secure more arms. Towards the end oféthat year
(1919) I was, hovever, again re-arrested and, éfte? short
periods in Limerick military barracks and in Cork ?rison,

I was again deported, this time with a number of o%her prisoners
to Wormwood Scrubbs Prison, London. 1‘

By April of 1920 there were upwards of 100 Iriéh political
prisoners in VWormwood Scrubbs Prison and, after'dué considera-
tion, it ﬁés decided to take hunger-strike action ﬁo secure
our release. The hupger—strike, of which I as theiprisoners'
spokesmén or commandant took charge, began on 2lst @pril 1820,
and continued for approximately three weelks. As men grew
veaker and weaker, the prison authorities, fearing that they
might die in their cells, had them removed singly o} in small
groups by ambuldnce to hospitals in London. Dventually, all
were out of prison and in hospital and unconditionaiz-elease
had been secured. | ;

On my return from Wormwood Scrubbs, I, with Edward O'Leary,
then the brigade adjutant, prepared plans for attacﬁs on three
R.I.C. Barracks, those at Borrisoksne, Newport and ﬁearcross.

I, personally, took those plans to Dublin and éubmiﬁted them

to Dick Mulcahy, the Chief of Staff.l After much'coﬁsidération,
he agreed that I should go ahead with the attack on]Borrisokane
barracks, In his final instructions to me he empha%ised that

. the attack should not commence hefore nightfall andithat in

the event of the barrack not being captured, we shovﬁd retire
‘at the first signs of daylight. 1

Ag a first step in the preparations for the attéck
we commandeered a supply of petrol at Nenagh railway;station
and conveyed it to a dump at Moneygall where it was filled into
quart bottles and from where it was conveyed o Borrisokane
on the night of the attack, i.e., on the night of ;Lu§e.26th
1920. I paid another visit to G.H.Q9. and secured aléupply of

, . .
hand grenades. On this trip to Dublin I was a ccompanied there



~and back by Michael Brennan, then 0/C. of the Easthlare
Brigade, and later Lieutenant General Brenmnan. He%was on a
similar mission fo Q}ne, seeking grenades fér use ?n his own
area. I left the grenades with a Volunteer in Dubiin

who held them until I sent a Volunteer to collect %hem and to
deliver them to our men in Roscrea.

' Ih the meantime, we made arrangements for the?bloéking
on the.night of 26th June of all roads leading to éorrisokane
and collected wool waste which, when steeped in petrol, we
proposed to use for setting fire to the barracks. I also
arranged to hafe a feint attack made on the same-night on

Silvermines R.I.C. barracks. This attack at Silvermines
failed to come off, due ﬁo-the fact that a detachmqnt of
British military encamped in that village that night.

A dispatch to this effect'reached me in Borrisokané before the
attack on the barracks there commenced. Those entrﬁsted with
the work of blocking the roads did their job exceptionally

. |
well and enemy r einforcements did not reach Borrisokane

until middﬁy of the day following the attack. |

On the night of the attack, we mobilised at anaassembly
point at Ballynarow, about 14 miles frem Borrisokané. Due to
the delay of the Roscrea ccontingent in arriving with_the
grenades, ve were unable to advance into Borrisokane until
twb hours after the appointed time and this naturélly
shortened the period'alloweé by G.H.Q. for the atta%k. I wouid
say that it was some time between 11.30 p.m. and midnight
when we arrived at the house adjoining the barracksé I forced
the back déor open wWwith an iron Bar and induced theloccﬁpahts -
a Mrs}'Brennan and her children - to‘remove tbna,fri@nd's house.
When this was done, we went into occupation. At the}same time

a party of riflemen and shotgun-men, under the commahd of Liam

Hoolan, the brigade vice-commandant, occupied a house opposite

L
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to the barracks, and two other parties went into p&sitions at
both ends of The village. ) _-
We bored a hole through the roof of Mrs. Brenn?n's house

and then broke a further onme through the roof of the barracks.

On a sigﬁal from me, the rifle- and shotgun men in ihe house
opposite opened fire on the barracks and we then pr?ceeded to
throw flaming wool waste through the opening of the!barrack
roof, followed at intervals by hand grenades and quért Eottles
of petrol. During fhe wvork one of our men, James OfMeara,

wﬁo was working on the barrack roof, received a buliet wound
in the shoulder. We had him r emoved immediately to?Dr.
Quigley's house at the Henagh end of the village fo# medical
attention. His place was taken by Michael Kennedy.s The R.I.C.
garrison were then sending up Verey lights at regular intervals
and we could hear their rifles as they replied to the fire of

' our men. When relieved from his ﬁork on the roof, ﬁichael
Kemnedy came and s tood behind me in Brennan's house; near an
upstairs window which overlooked the street. He wa% in the act
of wiping the perspiration from his face with a tow%l, when a
bullet entered the window, went through my coat and struck him
in the groin. He was badly hit andw e had to have ﬂim, too,
sent to Dr. Quigley's house for attention. I thens%nt word

to our men &b cease fire as Iwas convinced that it was their
fire which had caused our casualties.

We continued to use the petrol and the grenadesg but the
barrack was very slow to catch fire., K We afterwards ?iscovered B!
that the R.I.C. garrison had covered the upper flooq!with sand
in anticipation of such an emergency. Our.hand grenédes also
vere not, apparently, 100% effective as we should, iﬁ the
'ordinary course, have had quicker results. I had rebeatedly
called on the R.I.C. to surrender but beyond increasing their
rifle fire, they made no reply. However, we maintai%ed the

attack until it was full daylight and then, in view éf G.H.Q'sg

instructions, I had no option but to call off the opération;

1
1
r
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A detalled report of the operation was sent to G.H.Q.
, |
who considered the action to be a most successful,?ne, as the
R.I.C. were evacuated from Borrisckane immediately after the

attack. It also led to the closing, soon afterwards, of other
' ' |

R.I.C. stations in the area. The only regrettableffeature from

our point of view was that Michael Kennedy died frdm his wound
in St. John's Hospital, Limeriék, about three week% later.

As far as I can now remember, the men who occﬁpied
Brennan's house and engaged in the attack with me from there
were: Sean Gaynor, Nenaghs; Michael Kennedy, Neﬂagﬁ; Andy
Cooney, Nenaghj; James O'Meara, Rosgonda, Toomevarai Patriék
Harty; Clounlea; Jack Hackett, Toomevara, Pat O'Brﬁen, Silver-
mines; Thomas Devaney, Toomevara; John Whelehan, T%omévara;
Con Donohue, Toomevara; Hugh Kelly, Toomevara; Joe;O‘Brien,
Grawnj John Ryar, Knockcarodge; Tom Ryan, Stuick, énd Frénk Kelk
Toomevara. The men who seized the petrol at Nenagh;railway
station and conveyed it to the dump at Moneygall weré: Austin
MeCurtin, William Flannery, Joseph Starr, Peter Gilﬁ and
Michael 0O'Meara, all of INenagh. Joe Devane of Nen%gh prepared
the-flares and torches. Liam Hoolan was in charge'bf the
Ballywilliam contingent who occupied the house oppo%ite the
barracks, and Edward Quinlan was in charge of the Roscrea
section who held a position at the Portumna end of ﬁhe village
of Borrisokane. The strength of the R.I.C. garrisob in the
barracks‘was approximately 1 sergeant and 12 consta%les.

When considering the material for this sﬁateme#t for the

Bureau of Military History, I asked my'friend, Mr., Patrick

. |
O'Brien, formerly of Silvermines and now of Tralee,!to furnish
me with an account of the Borrisokane attack as he fecollected
it. I append herewith Mr. O'Brien's account: ,

o

|
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THE BORﬁISOKANE BARRACK ATTACK - June‘1920.
|

I give hereunder orly what I distinctly remember.

Being 'on the run' at the time, I got word of the attack to be
made, and contacted men of the Toomevara Battalion? and
somewhere between Toomevara and Borrisokane; I met the
Brigadier - Mr. Frank. McGrath - with dr. Andy Coondy and others.

Proceeding to the village of Borrisokane, we entered the
house adjacent to the barracks by the back entramce. The
occupants of the house were removed, and some of oﬁr'men with
the Brigadier and Andy Cooney occupied the'upper sﬁorey - a
number -~ I'd say 7 or 8 - staying on the ground floor.

On the Brigadier‘’s orders the'roof was broken bn the
adjacent house and the roof.of the barracks penetra%ed. Andy
Cooney and Mick Kennedy, Emmet Place, Nenagh, were %he men to
do most of the work. Jimuy O'Meara, Toomevara, alse
volunteered for roof work. I don't lmow what was ueed,
presumably paraffin or perhaps petrol, but the place Was blaZing

when I was asked to take a hand on the ladder. Verﬁ soon it was

a verltable inferno, and no resistance could be offéred by the
\

|
Incidentally, volunteers in the house across tie street -

police occupants.

opposite barracks, had opened fire to keep the enemy employed
while both ends of the village were strongly held byEVolunteers.
Those on the Portumna end must have fired in the direction of
the barracks and I still fear it was one of thOa@ bullets got
Mick Kennedy who was standing in the little hallwqy upstairq

after descending from the roof. I happened to he on;tbe spot

' |
‘with him and so was the Brigadier who imnmediately sent word

to the attackers to cease all indiscriminate firing.!
I would say thatwe entered the house that nighﬁ about
11.3C p.m. and that it was about 2.30 p.m. vhen Kennedy was shot.

We gave temporary first aid and Jack Hackett and mysdlf took
: i
i

:
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him between us up the street to the Nenagh end wherewe handed
) !
him over to the Volunteers there, to have him tre@ted by Dr.

' - .
Quigley who resided nearby, and I do think it waslSean Gaynor

took charge of him. We made our way back tc our post (next
' ' i

the barracks) at once, and I think it was then I discovered

that Jimmy O'Meara had alsq been wounded in the aﬁm while on

the roof. Dawn was fast appearing by that ﬁime. The

Brigadier had repeatedly shoubed at the enemy to surrender bhut

there was not a word, sounﬁ or movement from the‘ehemy.. 'Twas

hard to realise vhat must have happened to themn, bﬁt we could

only conclude that they were "lying low" on groundzfloo:

for they couldn't possibly contipue to remain in‘a£ Upper room.

I surmised then, and do still, that they'd have given a warm

time to any of our men who might have attenpted & gate—crach

front or rear. Daylight was on us, and the Brigadger ordered

cease fire and retpeat. It was only afterwards I iearned

of the fairly 1érge numbéfs of men engaged in roadéblocking

to keep back reinforcerents, but with large or small numbers

on this outpost duty there was ﬁo altefhative to r?treating

at the time He’ﬁié.; The work was done, the barracks a

conflaéfation. Borrisokanérwas out of bounds for police in

future, and our outpost men saved us from'possible%decimation

. by what could be(axpgcted to be large eneny reinfofcing advance
It was a good attack, a brilliant piece of woﬁk and I

think sufficient credit can never be . given to our Brigadier

for his soldierly qualities, detailed preparztion, steadfast-

: . - . . g
ness, courage and, above all, his amiable dispositipn towards

all on that glorious night. ' L
Signed: Pk: F, O'Brien (Silvermines)
Present address: !
Ia Retraite,
- Tralee, N
Co. Kerry.
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Due to my prolonged periods of imprisonment and to the

after effects of the hunger strike, my health deteriorated

during . the summer months of 1920, and I found myse%f
reluctantly compelled tor esign from the post of B#igade 0/C.
G.ﬁ.Qf then appointed Sean Gaynor to take my placef

From September 192C until the Truce in July'l?El, I was
ern the run to avoid being again arrestgd. During ﬁhat time
my work with the brigade consisted of activitiesisich as
crganising the brigade flying cﬁlumn, orgaﬁising tﬁe brigade
I.R.L. police force and the establishing of Sinn Féin Courts
in the area of North Co. Tipperary. I generzlly t%avelled
on a bicyélé and I took advantage of my visits to ﬂhe battalion
areas to inspect arms dumps and to instruct the qua&termastsrs
in the care of arms and in the preparation of retur%s. Another
item whith'equired my attention was the distributi%n on a more
equal basis of the available arms and ammunition amgngst the
battalions. Chqus:revealed that some quartermaste%s were
holding ammunition for which their units had no Sui%able guns
whilst other battalions might have the guns but 1aéked the
ammunition. h ' ;

The Sinn Fein Courts, both parish and district; when once
establlshed, worked smoothly and eff¢c1ently. For the purpose

of the dlstrlct courts, North Llpperary was d1v1ded into three

areas - No. 1 area 1nc1uded Nenagh, Cloughjordan, Toomevara
Templederry, Silvermines, Youghal-Burgess and Borrlsolelgh.
The Justices for this area were: Rev. J. Fogarty, #.c.,-
Mr. P.J. Dempsey, kr. Rody Cleary and Mr. William Gleeson.
The sitting of the Court took place on the s econd F#iday of each
month, and the Clerk of the Court was Mr. Michéel MSloney of
Menagh. No. 2 area was comprised of Borrisokane, ie!rryglas;s,
Kilbarromn, Puckane, Lorrha, Ballingarry and Carrig.} The

Justices in this area were: James Burke, John J. Hassett,
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P.J. O'Byrne and P. Gantley. The Court's sittings|vere héld
on the second Tuesday of each month, and Mr. P.J. Cleary of
Rgscrea was Clgrk of the Court. The parishes of hewport,
Kilcommon, Portroe and Ballina formed Ho. 3 area. !There
the Court was held on the first Saturday of each'ménth.
The Justices wereJames Kenned&,'w. Gorman and M. Mhlcahy
and the Clerk of that Court was Mr. Brian McGrath, Coolboreen,
Newport. | ;

The original documents from'which ﬁhe‘appendiges to
this stafemeht viere copied are in my possession. !

Signed: ‘%@d&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁJ

Date: /S ,bﬂfiui,:r.{'yj AW

Witness: /SZ%;;F41ALZJ | 5
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civiiian, ie charged with -

P I? bt R ., ~ i
‘ ) /] : P A S
P TS R r .
. « R Te N e t
7
’ CHARGE SHEER :
1?', !
' |
i i
Lo | |
; The accused FRAIK NC.GRATH, denagh, gounty Iip?erary.
|
i

voing an act rrohihited by Legulation Y.k. of thL nefence

of the LHealm Regulationa. and the XMilitary Emerqisea and
Drili {Ireland! Order, 1916, nnmely, beling ooncérned in

\ movamentﬂ of a military nature in an area in thch the

snld Regulation 9.i. is in foroe,

in that he

REG.e H0.9. L. AT JEBAGH, COUNTY TLPPERARY, 03 Tz 218T. DAY OF HCTOBER,

" Do Re Re 1917, PRACTISED A PAKTY OF HEN 13 MOVEMGNTS OF A HILITARY.

‘ I
!
|
I

/C%hﬁ;4&¢4;?uhbée ‘Oolunal.

|)18‘!\Btum.oo.-|.o-- ‘ e f R s s s sassasnce
"
Gor? Garrison,

<he ‘Unit with vhioh °Gommandlng......................
the accused is In ougtody. D .
rlﬂce- e naB® .am'o ch‘roh 4-%70- e

i
.:'..'\.-:‘:TIM; Daﬁe.....g.-...:...--.-......

b
'

™0 BE TRiIED BY DISTRICGT COURT

Z -
Ay 4

PlEBCO.scssnevensscssnsssanestsass

i 7

: Date.-..-...-./{//,7............ i-f‘:’ 7
i .d ;- )

| k] %} for .

’ . _ Y Vi es "sajor-General,
COEHAﬂDIKG SQUTHEERR DISTRIG?. CORK. :
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'-1st.witnesa
for
~ Progecution.

ond.%itness
for
"roagecut.ion.

SUWFARY or  EVIDUME,

1n the case of

e

FRAMK Te0PATH, a clvllisn, residing ot
Cantle St.%enarh, Co.Tinperary.

i
|
|
t
|
|
I
I
i
|
|
\

%0.4A043 Sorrt. George F.Brownlow, R.I.C.atatloned
at Nenagh, states:- '

On Sunday 21st.Optober 1917, I was in Caatle Strect,
at the Post Office, on duty. I saw about 10 men on
parade near the Courthouse, and a wan walking nn and
dorm in front of them, arparently in charge of them, I

saw the pearty "Forming Fours" "Forming Two Tor” and other

"11itary movements. I then saw them "Form Povrs Rigb*"
wheel to the loft and mareh down Pater “treet.! On
coming into Castle Street from Peter Streect, Y saw
Frank VelGrath, the accused now prescnt, on th~ left
Flank. He gave them right Wheel, as they came! into
Castle Street, and the party oheyed the Co*mnnﬁ ™hia
was about 3 -p.m. I saw tha sawe party -f Wﬁn'00m1nn
in the Dublin Road after bsing absent for 1% hovrs, i
When entering Cotle Street, the accused Frank nhirath,

aow present, gove the command "lLeft Wheel” on which tre
men obeyed and warghed down-Castle Verd Rtrentl, The
accnsed Frank leGrath then gave them Right "heel and
the party went up Feter Street, On arriving at tha
Court House the narty wheeled to the left. "alted and
Fronted. I heard the necused Frank l'efrath nuttinp

the marty through some movements of I'ilitapy Drivl,

lle then gawve the commands "Form Fours - Deirhe -

Left Yheel « By the left - Quick-march, on whichte
perty marched away.

|
|
|
|

(sd) Geo.F.Brotnlow,.Sgt.
- 46043, | ' =
| -« .
Te nccvged daclines to croaa-examine thi% w1t Ref . Au'; -
"i{tness wlithdrnmws,. . ﬂ

*e

o.63310 Congt.Thomar Falloran; R.T.C. ntétionaﬁ at,
anach, Co.Tipperary States:- ] . ;

On “unday 21st.Cetover 1917, T saw Frank WeGrath,
the anccused now rresent, drt]ling a party of about 194

"wen at the Court House, Sauaremy Nenagh, about. 3 p,m.- "e~

gave the following cormands. "Attention - Form Fours -

Trro a desp and turned them to the Right and left, Ve

then gave them Form Fours left - Ieft whee) and marehed E

them through the town to the Country. 7T saw the marty .,

returning at sbout 4-45 p.m. to the Pourt House “nuare. g
( .o
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He gave them some mow
marched them off,

Tre sccused deelines

)

ements in "{1itary 4r131, add +hen

i

F

(8) Thos.Hatloran, |
Conat ,r371n

to crosg-exarine thig witneasg,

- The witness withdraws,

The accusged

Fronk !"eCreth gtntes:

!

!

|

| r
DFFENCE i l
!

1

|

|

I w111 say nothing at rresent, f
!

|

Talen dowm by me at Corlk "anle Prigon thig 3]st.dLy of

fict.obher 1917,

F.P.4(c)(a8)(e) have baen complied with. i

!
J

Srd ,R,.Mub,Fusg, |
|

(Sd) J.P.voran, nd.ut.

‘=
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PRISONERS (TEMPORARY DISCHARGE FOR ILL-HEALTH) '

\AOT 1913

Al

A~
1,

from_@wl/m Pnson in pursuance ofzx&%,ef
; l
l Order of éz/ /é : 7/7 : )

sub]ect to

L t
the following conditions -—- _ . . \
1

1. The prlsoner shall, if this period of temporary discharge bé not

| /2L
extended, return to above-mentioned prison on the / :

- |
d..ay._of i@é’ WL/KQ'{“ . 19/ "

}

2. The period of temporary discharge granted by this Order may,

|
if the Lord Lieutenant thinks fit, be extended. ’ E
‘ !

|

3. The prisoner shall abstain from any violation of the law.
. . i
|

Y LT ' |
If fails to comply with any of the T8¥€going conditions, the

|
prisoner i< liable to be arrested and taken back to prison. While %ré

*

: I
¢ is’at large under this Urder the currency 'oéz_»entence is suspended. l

Governor _ (0B

4 0/ WHV

¥

'l-iﬂ!HIB.llO INIT.APAW, Ch..IJd.

o en——

LR = P )
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Q«;}* - IN THE HIGK COURT CF JUSTICE IN IKELAND. |
N :
if : IN THE MATTER OF THE SPICYAL COMM ESICKR (HELFAST PLISON)

. |
§ KCT 1918, |

‘g-h --------------------- !

i §' NQTICE i8 herety given that if It becomes nagassary to
L lender svidence on tshalf <f the Governor und Officérs
R in enswer to cocmplaints vhich may be mede ,uguinst them
p- . at thn hearing cf the above Inquiry,such evidence,in so
f&{' faor o8 1t implicates any of the prisoners will be Lo the
%#ZT' tollowing effect.

(1) That on the 25th June,1918,masst of the. sald prisoners
were gullty of neilsy and disorderly conduct,and .in |
particular that those »f them thgthen occupied theiroange
af cells known as A-3 fronting the Crumlin Road Kxept up a
pralcenged disturbance tanding t> pravcke the Fublic jund
pryduce a breach of the peace by sh:uting,singing,whistling,.
beching,reising dislcynl eries zand waving and gestizulating
out >f their windows. The names of such latter prisoners
are set out in Schedule A attsched herets. !
(2) That cn the 26th June in treach of an undertaking to
keep quiet and stserve the rules given on their behalf
- by Jeserh eDonagh,similar conduct t3sk place in which the
| Bume persons took part, 5
' (3) That on the 27th June in order tc prevent the windows
of their cells being restored ts their narmal piIRitibns such
:of the pris-ners as then 2ccupled such range of cells knriewvm
'aB L=3,Tronting the Crumlin Roud,prepared t¢ restst such
.restoration,end six af the prisoners,namely,}ichasl
‘Reynclds,James Rebinson,Charles nenny,Willicm *c@inley,
T. O'Flannigan,and A.ilcReill,remcved. the windews >f thair
oells,and the windjyws ~f tws >f the cells ware trokan.
(4) That ¢n the 27tH Juns,when the remsval of fifty of said
prisoners from A-3/wss being carried out,all of sald f1fty
priaonq?a,aaVe'prrosnan and kichael i‘coney fereibly .
realsted removal and in the course of such regsistance wera
gullty of.acts of viclencs to the priscn cf'ficials and the
Pclice~dalled In to assist them,and thzt in support f
auch resistance tc removal,l5 of the priscnera,whcese names
are—set-out  in Schedule B attached hersto mutinieg und
cemmitted various acts of dwnage te tha prisen ftabric and
furniture vf the following character,namely:—breaking the
glass ¢f windows,and cpes,breakl and damaging tables,
shelves,gns flxturas,stcola,utungﬁla,dﬁcrs, cor frumes, 4
' beds,etc. A number barricaded their ¢mlls,so that ssema had .
to be opened by force,in particular great violence was used s
L and flerce reslstance offered by J.:'¢.Jahor,Thonas Marrinan, |
R © 7. ‘Jamer Rictinson,Jchn J.MoKenna,and Willicm Jcnes.
’ : In|consequence cf this conduct restraint had to be applied
to 169 of such prisoners. o .
(6} That on the 208th and 29th June 31l of such prisonars
{exoept four released from restraint sn the Z28th duy orf ‘
June 1918,and seven relessed from restraint cn ths 29th duy

. . . | .Y
i - o 5

L
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’ : . !
of June 1918) continued in o state of mitiny,thrsatening ;
vio}ence and resistonce, and did not undertake it
frcm same if freed_from restraint.:

(6) That on the 29th June after returning from dass 45 of
Such prisoners then in 4. vard refused to Gbay the arders
of the Yarders amd in sortisuiae rofused 1o go tg!their

¢ells when so directed. The nsmes of sueh prisonérs are
B8et out in Schsdula ¢ attached lLisrsla. : ;

(7} That on Lie SOLh June a number of the prisonedry who

Lo partake orf 1oly Caarmibn .

ettsnded Macs in oider o
eontinued in sueh g state of Mutniny and 1id nci Jf Tap any
1t Aen . 4 F oy il NS TRIT TO: R g 3 ! :
L3 desist frop further dizoprdep A violence

undertuking:
if releagaed
by reascon Wilerang
Such rastraing.
(8) T?ut en the 443 5t and 441, Jo1y, mawd
time to 4img w4l of such Prizoners Creater
b‘r ed it i - k SRR~ AL s b
y sinuln?,yelL¢n5 and Palsing sediticus 2

ol _ Oy ] am e o -
=70 rasiraint, foi ghe PurRLse of sueh attendanca
b owag Coris idered Nele38ary 1o 'centinue
. 1 !
subsegiicnily fpopq
isturbancas

(
L P a-i-‘. —
~535 o8 S1ore,
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¢n behelf of the Gevarpap and éfficers

This Notiee je £ilesd
cf belfagt, Prigepn + y
. “ Slaon as ) 1 r D 3 )
Strest,Puclin, . ¢ IO Croham, “olicitep, 24 {5t . Andrew
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4; A0'D ﬁnnelltx
ulohaelnIeynolds
;;M, “John M!Wennsl.
uitfﬂf ;EJO'Dﬁ?ﬁP s
Ll XKevin® bigging, -

Lt ldward nennedy

Mot

[R N

jWilliam V'Giﬁe“
-uoseph raomahcn/
| Johin_ Zescicy gne
; uames A.Burhe,v;
Ernest \’Dunnnlb
: Gerald Boland”
f Uilliain Padliar
j”illiaﬂ Laefs .
ffi’liam -Murphy

b .
1

. -
H ]

Y
)

I

5 ju--mevin Fid"jns
1y Thomag fa“*inﬁr
i' : ‘.h MIALS \.r-l.l-!..d.

- Jern. lsn"y
€: dW¢Pu C'Lwyrep
Aﬁhtln Stack,

<A~Ugnn Traynar’
- mpficheel Eiryy -«
& Janes M'Lvilly
. ._dvrard «I.bnnn'ly
,,pan~al Brosnan -
Sl Edwabd . Plenlng
‘-‘Jamcs Purray
' 'Putrink Mcerris
Joseph Iynch .
Thomas. Ryan
{ Jehn Eyan _
- Jamss - Daggan
gatricy f-O nahqny
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.Gl Pleming\
Thomas. Fannigan
i.Furray;
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cJ Clancy.
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. ...Rvan
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%ichael .Pe"dn
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J:uses Furphv
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Fatrick Regarty
fZlbert Jones
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sizhael Lenky
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,.nmes Brown
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T.dward P. Quinlei
T.Crowe R
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C.C'Brian. Ve )
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Thonies Ryan [ .
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“T.Brofinan
J U Munen
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OF THE DErE{Ch OF THE R4l RGULATIONS.

U Cralt f N Srack
Loy K. A 7T (] %W
ig a person within an area in respect of wh&th the oReration of
Section One of the Dofence. of e Realm (Amendment) Act, 1915,

is for the time beinyg suspended. ' .

- ———

. R . | k
' AD WHERMAS on the recommendation of a Cmﬁpetent Military
Authotrity, appointed under the Defence of the Roalm Re;mulations,
it appears to me that for securing the public safetycand !the- f

de% f the Rgalm it is expedidnt that the said.. A e 7

- 7\@{ ..... shiould, in view of the fact that he is & ;

person suspacted of acting, having acted, and bei%% about to .act ¢y
e R

in & manner prejudicial to the public sq.f‘et.y and defence of -
the Realm, be subjectod to such oblizations and restrictions’as .. -

£

are hereinafter mentioned: : - o
1 HTREBY ORDER t‘heité ﬁle, saiq.M 21 M}

shall be interned in ajesty's.Crison. et. DURMAIL ... LT
and shall be subject to all tho rules and conditions applicable * .77 .-
to persons thore interned and remain there until further orders. i .!" ~

E 5 | PR
If within sevenggays from U d%i;‘ ich tiads Order is :
gerved on the said. .. 7 o esareaaas ‘
he shall submit to me any representations againsu provisions
of .this Order, such representations will be referred to the
Advisory Committee appointed for the purpose of .advising!me with
rospect to the internment and deportation of aliens and presided
over by a Judea of the Jiph Court, and will be duly considered
. by the Committee., If I am satisfied bg the “report of the said =
- Committee .that this Order may be.rovoked or varied without Inﬁury R
~ to the public safetg-or the defence of the Realm, I will revoke
or vary this Order by a further Order in writing undor my hand .

'FailinZ such revocatlon or variation this Order shall remain in
force. ' ! '[
: | .
| _
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BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1813-21 |
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. /558
ADDENDUN TO STATEEENT BY FRANK McGRATH,

Idrone, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.

On reading throuéh the statement of my activities
during the Anglderish war, thé following iﬁcident,‘which
perhaps I’ShOUld have included, came to my aind.

Sometime pefore the attack on Lord French dt Ashtown in
Decémber, 1919, I was called to .H.Qﬁ There I met

Michael Collins, who directe@ me to a room in which were
Cathal Brugha and Dick iulcahy. I learned from Brugha

and HMulcahy that it was proposed to make an attack on

Lord French, and they asked me if I was in a position to
supply'a number of men to assist in the operation, and, if so,
how many. I replied that I was confident that the men

could be got, but that offhand 1 could'not give the number.

"I uridertook that on my return home I would find out

definitely and furnish the names of men agreeable to take
part. Thiss was considered satisfactory, and they asked me
to communicate the information within four days. No

mention was made: of where the proposed attack was to take

place, or of how ﬂﬁimen were to be armed, but I assumed

that G.H.Q. would provide the: arms. -On leaving the.room
T met Liam Deasy from Cork, Who Was evidently reguired on |
a_simiiar*mission to mine, for Michael Collins sent him

into the room-I had just left.

.On my return home, I intefviewed membars of the
brigade and, as & result, I sent fbrwardwto G.H.Qxla list
of sonme flﬁtj nam@s (1nclud1ng my own), of men who were:
prepared to btake part in such an engagement at .any tlme.
There, so far as I was: concerned, the matter ended,
for we were not subsequently called upon to take part in

the attaék on Lord French.




which functioned at the same time-.

were based on the battalion areas, each vattalion area
being served by either one, two, three or five parish

courts.’ 'The-particulars;are as follows: -

In my statement I hage-given,particﬁlars of the
Sinn Féin District Courts which functioned in the-North
Tipperary Brigade areé.duriﬁg the years 1920 and 1921.
To complete the record, I append herewlith the ‘
constitutions and areas: of Euris@idtion‘of the parish cnﬁrts

The parish courts

Battalion 1 - _ 3 Parish Courts.
Area: -~ Nenagh, Kilruane, Pticl{anet Ballinalough, Silveraines,
Ballycommon,

Parish Justices: Court. Clerk
No.. 1 Court Jeremiah Ryan Patrick Cliff'ord.
Nenagh Patrick Hayes :

William Walsh
Ko, 2 Court
Puckane Patrick Cahalan Patrick Clifford.

and! Patrick Coen -

Carrick Thomas MeGrath

No, A Court
Silvermines Fr. Vaughan, C.C.
' . William Gleeson
M.J. lackey.

‘Battalion 11 - % Parish Courts.

William Kennedy.

Area:- Moneygall, Toomevara, Cloughjordan, Gurthagarry.

Parish Justices:

Fr, Houlihan, C.C.
"No. 1 Gourt Timothy Ryan.
Moneygall  William Conway.

No. 2 {ourt

Tocmevara Michael C'Donoghue
and. Edward. McCormack

Jurthazarry Michael Condon.

No.. 3 Court

Clough jordan John Spain -
Edward Gavin
Denls: Barecy.

William Carroll.

Denls Loughnane.

¢

Denis. Costaelloe,

a7



Battalion 111 - % Parish Courts.

Areg:

"No. 1 Court
‘Portroe

No. 2 Court
Ballina and
Boher:,

No. 3 Court

Ballvwilliam
.and

Youghal

- Portroe, Youghal, Ballina, Boher, Ballywilliam.

Parish Justices. Court Clerk.

| _ ‘Battalion v -

John Kennedy
Denis Ryan
Micheael Ryan

Robert Bonfield,

John Duggan Michael Herbert,
Timothy Ryan

Michael Mulecahy,

Metthew Fogarty James 0!'Brien.
Philip Ryan

John Hurley.

5 Parish Courts.

b Area: - Borrisokane:
~ Ballingarry,

No. ‘1 Court
Borrisckane:.

No. 2 Court

Kilbarron
and

Terryelass

No. 3. Court

No, L Court
Erlish

j No. 5 Court
I | | - Ballinearry

Templederry

Curreeney,
and

Killeen.

|
|

i

i

!

I

l

| ﬁ : No. 1 Court
{

i

|

l

. | ' No. 2 Court
) Kilcommon

Battalion Vv -

Kilbarron,‘Térryglass, Lorrha, Eglish,

Court Cleryk
Nicholas MeKenna,

Parish Justices
Michael heKenna
Thomas: Chadwick
William Kennedy.

Denis Costelloe
John Gleeson
lMichael Kennedy. _

Patrick Sammol.

John Abbot
Patrick O'Meara
James: Moylan,

Thomas Cronin.

Patrick Hogan‘
Michael Reddan
Themas: Kennedy.

Patrick Kennedy.

.Timothy MeKenna
Michael Gardiner
John Torpey.

Panl lieKenna,

2 Parish Courts.,

Area: - Templederry,, Kileommon, Curreeney, Killeen.

Court: Clerk
Michaeld Hogen.

Parish Justices
James Butler:
James Ryan
Daniel Ryan
William O'Brien.

William Hanley. John O'Meara.
James Caplis

Joseph Scanlon..




L

Battalion V1 - 1 Pardish Court. '

' ' One Parish
Court
served this
battalion
arsa..

Parish Justices
Willlam Gorman
John Kennedy
Martin Ryan
John Ryan
Denis Flannery,

Adrea: -~ Newport, Ballinashinech, Killoscully, Knockfune,
' Rearcross, Lackamore, .

Court Clerk
Thomas MeGrath.

Battalion V11 - A Parish Courts..

Area: - Roscrea,

Ne. 1 Court

Dunkerrin, Shinrone, Clonskenny.

Parish Justices

Roscrea.

No. 2 Court

-Dunkerrin
Cand
shinrone,

No. 3 Court
Clonakenny.

David Rea
Michael Walsh
David Fogarty
Michael Keeshan.

Fr, O'Connor, C.C..

Patrick Doorley
William Brophy.

John Sutton
Anthony O'lMears
J&messBurke.

Sizned:

Date:

Witness: %ﬁl),

Clé;ggéigator)‘

Court Clerk
Edward Hewe,

Jonn Corcoran.

J. Maher..
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