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(fomer]y Comgaant l;o. 2 (M14) Tipp-
P )

' / q;:'wae born in 1896 in the townland of Tubberadora,

tho heart of a district ir Tipperary which was famous for its
hurlers. My parents vere of farming 8tock and in my femily
thero vere five boys and three girlss ¥e all went to the

[1ocal national sehool at Gaile, vhich I left at the age of 15,

years and for a year aftanarde I worked at home on my
parents' holding, When I had at.tained 16 years I vas
apprent!.ced to the grocery and sp:lrit business in Hughie
Shelley's of Thurles. later on I vent to work for Michael
Bowe in the same buainess in that town., I was with the last
mentioned -ployer unt41 the end of 1916 vhen I had to go

' home for a period to recuperate ‘from sickness..

I returned to bue:lnesa in Thurles early in 1917, and

- then vent to work for Michael (or 'Mizey') 0'Connell, as he
' was popularly called. 0*Connell vas a prominent Sinn Feiner

and Irish Volunteer and his house in later days becamelthe

headquarters of the Mid-Fipperary Brigade. I 1ived indoor
" while in n his emp].oym&nt.— '

1 §oined the Irish Volunteers on their formation in the
town of Thurlea at the begiming of 191%, but left the
movement vhen the vast mjerity of t.he fhurles Volunteers
decided to support the Redmondite group.when the 'split?

cccurred in August 192%. In faet, no Irish Volunteor unit
-existed in Thurles for six months or so after this 'aplit!,

but vhen a company was re-cstablished thére in 1915 I rejoined.

To the best of my recollection, the only other Irish
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-_ ‘?oiunteéi; units. in tiie neighbourhood of Thu’ries at.' the

comencement of 1916 were at Glangoie and Inch, The Ragge
At Glengole, ‘the man :I.n eharga uaa Johnny Norton, aftemrds
v:l.ce-ccmnandant of the 1st Battanan, Mid-Tippsrary Brigade, -

-‘Tha leader in Inch m a mere achoolbay, Eﬂdie Meagher, Anne-

ﬁeld, who later was ordained a priest and died only recently

_in Calitornia. In November 1915, Eddio Meagher brought a |

couple of min!.ature rifies and a number of shotguns from

_ Dublin to Thurles vhich vere later shifted cut to his own

home in Annfield. He got these guns in Liberty Hall. The
Inch (The Regg) company used these rifles for target practice

on Sundays during- the opening months of. 1916, but I daia not.

participate in this tra:ln.tng

The Irish Volum:eers :l.n Glengoole aa.so got shotguns around
the samo time - I ean't say howmany from Liberty Hall. .
The company capta:ln in. Glmgoole, Johnny Norton, vas a personal
friend of the cu:lzen Army Ch:lef, Jamaa Connolly, having become
acquainted with him through their conneotion with the Irish
Transport Workers' Union. - LT

In Jarmary or Februnry 1916, I was sworn 1nto the I.R.B.

by Jimie Kennsdy, tho roun Clerk m Thur].es, and the- local

I.R.B: Centre,. It was he uho was resmnaible for the

. reorganisat:l.on of the Ir:leh Voluntaers m the town in. 1915’.

1 was stm in’ rhurles when the Risi.ng occurred in Dublin
in Easter 1916.° Jimmie xenneay was in direct contact with the
leaders of the lusing. A dispatch was received by h.un on

Eastary Sund.ay, ‘or on the prev:l;ona day, ‘from Dubn.n. I am not

avare of the contents of this dispatch, but I do know that in
pursuance of uhatsver mstructions ho race.‘l.veﬂ he aet out on a
bicyele Journay din-:lng ‘the course of wm.eh he fell orr his

._machine and m la1d’ up for about a fortm.ght a.fterwarda. ,
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The acoﬁéﬁt d14 not prevent h':l.m from ealling a reoting
of. the Thnr:l.es I.R.B: cucla at his bedside at which he told
- us about the mung in Dublin and also msde arrangaments for
the transrer ‘of five or six rifles rrom Thurles to Annefield
and, as m as I can rmember, a coup:l.e of automatic pistola. |
At any rato, 1 thi.nk ‘this meeting tock place on Faster Monday
ard on the rollovmg Hednesday the guna vere removed by wselr,
Hichael Fustace and Iﬁck Burke, assisted by Josepliine and

S Kath:l.aen Maher, Anneﬁeld; the tormer :lady 1s nov my vife.

On reachlng &nnaﬁem ve found Bamon O'Dwyer, Ballagh,
and some of the Inch Volunteera - I can't give the nupber -
‘agsembled in Haagher's house and wo handed over the arus to

- thems O'Dwyer and his party remained in Annefield for the

rest of Eastex- Weéek while a number of other Volhnteéra, 1like

| nvself, came- to -and vent from the place in the hope that

orders would come from Dublin :I.ndicat:.ng that aotion vé should
take. Joe ucnomgh, then stationed’ 1n Thurles as an Excise
Otf:lcer, mot me several times during the veek and we discussed
the ﬁghting An Dubnn " Somé days atter the eomp.se of the
Rising he called to Bwe'a shop to tell o that his bx'other,
Tom, vasg gone. Hewas muding to Thomas HeDonagh who had beer
exectxted by the Br:ltz.sh ror hia part in the R:lsl.ng.

- On mmraday of mstar Heok the B.I.c. m large nmbars
raided Meagher's of Anneﬁo:l.d. - Fagon Dwea- managed t.o eaoape
out of the house by the back daor, and the on]y man whom the

' . police found around. the place was young Eamon’ Mmgher. on

accomt of his youth the raiders 41d not look upon him as be:l.ng
of nmeh Mportance and they had to 1eave, withont eftect!.ng

an arrost, or ﬁnd:.ng amr of the guns whieh wera congealed _
m the neighbonrhood. Dwyer departed from Amefield that day

3 t:o eontact Pierce HcCann in South 'H.pperary who was. atmposea
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t-o have received some orders from G.H.Q. . .I' fhink Du"yar waa-
arrested by the R.I.C. on h:ls Journoy, a.nd HcCanmas also .

f.aken into oustodg on that - or on the’ fbuows.ng day. In any
caae, they were tho onJ,y two mon in the area mho were arrested

et that: paruomr tims,

Aﬂ:er the su;pprlssion of :the Easter- Bis!.ng in 1916, .the
Irish Voluntear movement aronnd ‘ﬂnn'lea went out of exiatence. -
Undoubtedly, the rebellion and theo executzon of the leaders

: ‘bhag a most ponounood effeot an pub.ue reelmg in the locality.
- There was 4 great doal of discussion among people :l.n all wallm

‘of life over the uho:l.a afmir. In most quarters, tha
executions were strong:ly aondomnea; the men who bad Jost or
riaked their iives 1n the ﬁ.sht vere now being regarded as
heroes. T 0L S

In the sumer of 1916 -the I.R.B. centre, Jimmy Kennedy,

i smoned tho eirole and a.nnolmced his intention to revivo the

Vo:l.unt;eor movemont._ At the outset this move had to be carried
out: qu.tet]y, as. the authoritiea ware very much on the alert

' for anyattompt to creato 'diaaffoouon' among the peoplej

but. nearly all the nen who vere 1n thoranks prior to the
R;l_sing ansvered the _oa:l.—:l. -and réjoined ther evived unit.

Vo mot and driYled in the £lelds in the noighbourhood

| .-ofThurJ.oo ond, even thoughthuhadmtobe done - ,
. 'aurreptitioualy there was an active andweu-organiaed Ir:lsh '

Vol\mteer unit in the distr:lct hy tho w:lntor of 1916. _

A8 1917 mogressed a cau'min amount of recrniting for the

-,vo'luntem was -done, Most of the men who- vere then enroued

. Were on]cr anowod into the ranks after bomg gereened.

: .Feiseannn, aer:locht:a and ot.her forms -of Gaol:!.o League aot:l.vity
" were organiaed, dut- not openly as Irish Volunteer funotions.

Concerts in aid of tho l?r:_l.somrs! Dependa.nta helped to spread
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-s'?mthy for the movement a'xxﬂ,-',also to-wean people avay’ fiom

supporting the constitutional movement led by the Redmonds,

Dillon, ¥illiam 0'Brien and Tim Healy. Any opportunities
‘ for securing arms or military aqu.:lpment Were not allowed to

_go abegging. . .
In tha Thurles area at that perdod & considerable

: --qmntity of explosivea were stored in Molloy's magazine :m

the town. Quarries throughout mid-Tipperary obtained a11 their

" blasting supplies from this magazines After consideration by

the prominent Voluntesrs arcund Thurles it was decided that

‘We ahould rald. the magasine and sa:lae 11:9 contents. The
- planning of the operationv aa entrusted to mrselr. It was &

simple enough job because there was no guard of any kind over
the plaee-. This raid occun'ed, I tm.nk, in June 1917. 1
salacteﬁ the memn who were to talne part after a good deal of

-thought as to their suitability. At that time I had not much
- %o guide me as nona 0f the local Volunteers had gone through
. anythingthat would serve as a test.' In any event, I picked
"-.ahout ten mon and of theas I can now . rememher 2&33 and Con

_ O'K.eeffe, Phil Fitzgarald, Faddy msm and Thomas

Malone, Jack Meagher (my brother-in-law) and Ned O'Re:luy from
Rossmore eom;nny in South Tipperary

I got the keys of the nagaz:lne fram "Mixey" Ccmnall Who

worked in Molloy's. Ve had to secale a few high ualls to got -
", into the yard, but after that it was just a question of

opening the magagine door and getting out the stuff. The
mid took place around midnight. The material seiz‘ed

" ineluded blasting powder, fuse and. Getonators, as well as .
‘nearly balf a ton of gelignite. It all had to be carried for
"about two.niles to a point whare we got.a horse and art to

take .‘e.t to the Ragg diatrict, where it was’ concealed for the
night - under cocks of hay in-a meadqw__.that vas being saved.
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Some of the men had to carry up to-a bundreﬁweight of ge.ugnite
over that Journey. - On ‘the follow:l.ns even.tng and night we .-
removed all the material from the meadow to Kylanne graveyare
and there stored 1t 1n a vault Wned by William P. Hanley

‘ . of lanespark, ' This vault had not been used for a long time
and we expericnced difficulty in opening the door. Eventually

I stood back and raced against'it. The door yielded and I -

~found myself -inside the vault among broken coffins and &

number of skeletons. It proved a safe hiding place and wae

'used whﬂ.e we vere dividing the materdal into small lots for
" distribution throughout Mid-Tipperary 1n the eneus.ng eouple
~of months.. '

In the following Augnet OF September, ’I.'omds and Seemue

Halone, who were Irish teachsrs in the Thurles d:letr:lct, ,
‘conceived the idea of dlsarming & party of five or aix R.I.C.
.conetablee then guarding a boycotted farmer in Drumbane. The

policmnen went back and forward from their post in Drumbane
to the farm and the Malones pro;:osed that the disarming should

’ .be aecompushed by ruehing the pol.‘l.ce, overpowering and
'wreeting the gune from- them. 1°did not agree vith this Plan
~ as the police were all hefty and trained men; physically and

m:uitar:l.:br, and had a big advantage .over & -group of. 10 or 12
country lads selected by ‘the Malonee, moat. of whom were of

' light pbysique with no experience of dealing vwith a e:l.tuat:.on
or this kind Againet my own Juﬁgment I did form one of the

party who Haited on 8 eouple of occasions to disarm theee
polioemen. They did not come along, ‘perhaps beoauae word

raehed the barracks that the attack vas planned. After a .
i few abortive attmnpta to waylay thie He. I .c. party, the
RN project was abandoned. '

The death of Themas Ashe, ae a reanlt of the ‘Mountjoy

hunger str:l.ke, occurred shortly arter the projected disarming

¥
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of ths R.I.c. at Dmmbane, and Seamus m:lone and myaelf uent
to Duhnn for tha .funera:.. Ye vere att:l.reﬂ in Volunteer
wiforn and wore side arms. I had a big sword at my a:lde_, K

'while Malone had a baybxiet vhich I had given him. I think
wo vere the only tvo at the runera:l vho capried such arms snd

at the graveside we fomed part ‘of the guard . Hext day

. (Monday) I retnmed to Thurles vhere & parade was held, as .
far as I remember, in protest against the manner in vhich"

!rhnmas Ashe had met his 4 eathe. Bimuar parades took p:l.aae n11
over the eountry, but this wes deﬁnitely the biggest
demnstration which 1 had ever witneesed in :L‘hurlea. As veu

as the Irish Volunteere, everybody :l.n the town and aurround:l.ng

distr:lcta turned out. The procession marched through the

" main stx'eets past the R.x.c. barracks and back to the square 4

vhere 1t was d:lsmisaed. _ e i

I vore my unirorm at this parade ard apparently the police

" noted | the mct, because, . about a waek I.Bter, I vas arrastod

and charged w:_lt.h wearing a military uniform ox_: two. ocqasions -
at. Aahe“s‘ funeral and on the f‘dilnwing day .tn Thurles « and

also vith 1llegal drming. Hy tl'ial took p.'!.ace hefore a |
mﬂitary court in cork Jasl, Heedless to say, I vas convicted

' "; and sentenced to six months mprisonment. Along with half a

dosen other prisoners I vas transterred from Cork to Hountsoy

7 Jail a-fev days efter my trial.. ' Onr eaching Mountjoy ve

found about 30 Dubnn men there barore us, but the Cork erm
kept to themselves and vent on htmger strike soon after

arriv:lng. The Dublin nen ronaued suit. In a week or 80
' - ¥e vere all released. under tbe "Cat and House Act" - This

meant that vo could baca.ued npon at any time to aervb the
tmaxpired portions or our sentences. _

mwretunhomefmmhbuntjoylwentbacktowwrkin

‘_ '—‘Thurles. < The l.ocal Irish Volmteer eompmw was: being

-
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reorgan:lsed 8t the time and thisr esun;ea in an election of
_orfieers. - I was. chosenas captain of the company. I!fqulgi ‘
'say that this occurred” in Hovember 191?. o

In the period af‘ter July 1917, vhen the prisoners arrested‘

' arter the Baster Rising in 1916 were all fimally ‘released from |

3aﬂs 1n kgland, and public drilling and open iecruitment
ibr the Irish Volunteers started, there was a huge increase in

the strength of the organieation 1n the next three or four

_ months,. As a result, it became necessary “to form seoveral mow

companies m mid-Tiprerary and, by the end of the year, I
think we had a compary in severy pari-s_h. Theee eompaniea were

- all working directly under G.H.Q+ in Dublia Which, Of coursé,

was a most unwieldy arrangement. The position which then
existed in our district applied also to most of the country

. and uitimately led to 0.H.Qs parcelling out the contry into

battalion areas Qnd, soon after, into br:lga.de areas.

- As far as my memory eervee ney, I vou].d say that the

' fomt:l.on of battalions took place towarde the end of 191‘7
' or very eariy in 1918. El'he district around 'mmrles was

-ed -
orgsnieed into one battalion and reughly eover/the area which,

_ lnter on, beeame known as the No. 2 (or Nid-Tipperary) Brigade,

I-attach to. this statement a mapy Appmd:lx I, in mch
the Mid-Tipperary Brigade area 'is shovn. In Appendix 2, I give
a 1list of the companies vhiech comprised the original Thurles
battanon and the names of. the oapteins of eaoh eompany In
Appendix ‘2 I also give the names of the star:l‘ of the original

' Thurles battalion, while #m Appendix 3 shows the persomnel of

the brigade and battalion staff in the penoa from the

' establishment of t.he brigade to the Truce. ‘I'would place the
'.fbmat:lpn of theo No. 2 Tipperary Brigade as- hav:lng ocourrTed
' .durmg the’ Spring ot 1918. '
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' ‘81de by s1de with the d evelopment of the Irish Volunteer

movement from about JuJ.y 191?, the politieal side =~ Sinn Fein -

maderapid strides throughout t.ho oountry. Sinn Fein clubs
begen to come into existence in August 191? and they epread
quickly until a club existed in every parish, Most of the work
in eetablisning Sinn Fein e¢lubs fell.on the- Volnnteero,
espeoiauy the officers. Inactual fact, the backbone and most
of the memhero of’ each clud were tho Volt.mteers themselves.
The majority of the older generation, while sympothetio, |
romained outside the organisation until 1920 vhen thoy atarted
. to come into tho Sinn Fein clubs in large numbere and, by the
‘time the Truce came’ in July 1921, 1t could fairly be said
that the political side was most’ comprised of the older people.
- Porsonally, I did not take & very active interest in the
political end at any timo, as I had as much es I eould copo
with in dealins with the affairs of the Volunteers a.nd J.at:er.
thoI.R.A- AT . - ' -

On lst March 1918, I was etill employed by "Mixey"

0'Connell in Thurles. That morning, a party of four n.x.c.,
T inoluding the locdl Head Constahle, arrived in the shop and -

Mformed me that I was to be taken into custody. At that time.

~ the British authorities deoided to- re-arreat all the prisoners

-Who had been previcusly released under the "Cat and Houso Act",
ae a prelude to the enforoement of conscription in Ireland.

My boss was 4n bed at the time the police called and I
requested pemiesion to be allowed to go upstairs to tell hinm -
that I was dbeing sent back to Jail. The Head Constable ogreed
to this, but sent ©ne of the police upstairs with me, A8 we
were coming back into the ahop h | Opened the door at the foot
of the stairs and holﬂ it open to anable oy guard to go into
the shop in rro.nt of me. - He did so and ) 4 banged the door after
- him and dashed out the baok door wh:lch 1 slammed after me.

I ran as fast as I oould towards the bridge whioh oroeeee the
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;,Biver sm 4n- the town, pursmd by tha pol.tce.' On reaching
- .the bridge Iren down the uan and f£rom there I Jumped into

the river to gatacross to the college grounds. The police

- dn. the meantime had Aivided their foreesy the Head Comstable
kapt on ny trn.cks, two.others got 4nto the collega grounﬂs.
_ while the fourth man was d:lspatched to the. barraek.s for
N re:!nforcements. . As I m half wayacrosa the river I aaw the
N "two policemen wa:lting to rece:l.ve me ob the college sgide and

I then turned. back again tovards- the ¥all. By this time,
nevs or the ohase. hnd spread t.hrough the toun and a growd of

" about 30 had gathered on the Mall side of the rivers They
' .wera mostly Volunteera anong them being Jack Feehan, one of

. the capta:l.na of the thurles companias. The orowd held up
the Head Constable and Fechan handed me & bike which he had.
'.‘I Quickly momted the mch:lna and rode otf 1nto the country.

Just outsme the town I got rm or the b;lka and went through _

'the nems £0. Tuohy's in Cabra. There I got & change of.

_ . clothes- and sat down to. a meal which- Iwés'abie to enjoy as
. I vatchad the police on bikes setting out. for y home' in
Tubberadora. Aﬁ;ar t.hat 'I had “to go oh’ ‘the run',

‘o

On tha night of mye acape a concert had been. arranged in

- 'tha confratern:lty Hall under’ the auspices of the Volunteers 111-
.. -Thurles.’ Arrangements for the eonaert were in the hands of -
. Sean McIouth.in, a Dublin mn, who had been sent down from-
.- G.H.Q. to Tipperai-y o.a an nrganisar and dr:lll 1nstruetor.
- Thé hall was paematoovernowing and; as 1t was expected

that the R. I.c. might try to break -up the entertaimnent or .

: attmnpt to aearch the p:bace for me, ‘Johmtears took: up
- positions 1n the outs:lde yard, ‘équipped with hurleys, pick
' handles and other such :lmplements, to resist any police
. mtrusion. Hwevar, the police did not bother and the concer'l:
tfaa a big success. T T : '
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After the conoert, McLoughlin Joined me 'on the run!.

‘ He had fought in the Rising in Dublin and was wellknown as a f
- Volunteer officer ‘to the British authorities._ In view of
| QAtheir deoision- to re~arreat ‘me, he came to the conclusion that

' V“ithey,might do tho same to hims Hance his decision to go

'on the Tun'.
' The conscription crisis was- reaching its height at thia T

 time and caused a. rurther 1nflux of recruits into tha ranks

of tha Voluntéers, In the town or Tburles, vhich had a-
pmﬂation of about 5,500, the strength of the VOlunteers

' reached 800, It was ‘oo small Job to eopE vith -the consideradly
' enlarged companies 1n every parish’ 1n Mid-&ipperary. The

companies, in order to faqilitate»ﬁpilling and other aspects

... of administration, were sub-divided into sections, each of
. which had its owm commander, a rank roughly aqu:zvaz.ent toa’

ae:geant in the regular army. In addition to-a weekly conpany
parade for drill, the Volunteers also met on other nights by

seotions to be drilled: by their own commanders. It vas not

.aluays easy to get men to accept these posts as 1ot3 of the

12ds were too shy ta come out to drill their neighbours from

*-the aame and neighbouring townlanﬂs, anﬁ besides, only a8 few

of them were competent to do 80 at that stage. McLoughlin and

'rmwself moved:abput the h:igade area from company to company

training and drilling tpé units ourselves and giving lectures

‘to'the”officers, We also put the companies through exercises

in manceuvres.’

While all this was going on, the political action to

. resist conscription anﬂ-@oﬂimprcve.the strength of the Sinn

Féin organisation vas becoﬁing intonsified. Anﬁi—cogsdription
meetings were held in every town and villageb Big;ralliés of

8imn Fein. supporters were addressed by prominent leaders of
“the movement, who. mastly came dovn from Dublin. As I was
;'on the run'*. I could not opanly take - part in a1l thia pelitical
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) ':aotivity, a reason which also prevented me ﬁ‘om be:lng present
- at a great Sinn Fe:tn meeting held in ‘i‘hu.rles .1.n August or -
“September 1918, that vas. addressed by Arthur Griffith. and

Father- O'F.'lane.gan, and at a Sinn Fein Convention held at‘ter '
meeting when cand:ldates were selected to contest the General

- Election wh:lch was held :I.n Decemher 1918..

The British dec:l.deﬂ that their B.I .c. strength in the
area requ:lred re:lnto*cements and the Fever Hoepital in Thurles

I was commcndeered and occupied by & military garr:laon during
. the sumer of 1918. This’ post vas held until the Truce in
L .Tuly 1921. ’ ’

I helieve 4t was early in the smnmer ‘of 1918 that the
ﬁrst sboot:l.ng in the War of Independenoe took p.‘lece in ma-

. .Mpperary, Sean Meloughlin' semt Tom Meagher, Amgield, with
. a dispateh to Liam Manahan,’ then 0/C. of the Galtee Battalion,
:_As Mea.gher “was appsroach.ing the vﬂlage of Drmbane cycung dowr
. f‘o steep h:lll, he Fan j.nto a m:lxeﬂ party of R.I.C: and scldiers
' ’.'i’-\mder the comme.nd ‘of Distriet: ‘Inspector Hunt. Meagher was
_ called npon to ha.'!.t, but did not do so. He was f:lred at and
"'.womdeﬁ in the ar. - He managed to control the b:lke unt:l.l he
. got Tound a bend and up a 1aneway into the. farmhouse of

Michael Dwyer, Ballyoughter- Discard:lng the bike,. hem.n into

"3t.he house where a number of people had gethered to attend a
‘ epecie]. He.es which’ wes ‘being: celebrated by Fr. O'Donoghue. 3
' ‘His entry caused. a bit of excitement and his condition was
. .noticed by the m':l.est vho thereupon stopped the ceremow :
‘ -'_-.:'and helped Meegher to get through a w:!ndow into the rei‘e of’ '
‘ the house and. from there on to the f:lelds 8¢ross the country <
y until he reached Hiehae.‘l. Rya.n's (Cleary), Glenree ” four miles
- .‘away; “In Ryan Sy “his’ uound vas dressed and ‘he was put; to bed -
‘ .'iwhere ‘he remained ror four or five days, receiving attention
- from Dr.. Barry, Thurles. The wound responded wen to treat~
' ';_,ment and, on going home i‘rom Ryan' s, Le became a.ll right '
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" On the Sunday evening after Tom. Mea"gi:er 'hé.d- gone liome

| _a mmber ef hia ﬂ.'iem!a called to see him. . He was still 1n
-bed, of course. Among the visitors was Jack Feehan, company

 “eaptain in Thurles. Feehan was sitting at the head of the bed

‘.--chatting vith the patient and the latter's brother, Jack, who

o was sitting opposite Fechan at the other end of the bed.

N Jack Meagher was examining a .38. revolver which was Yoaded.

He acecidentally d:lscbarg_ed a shot which womded Foehan in the
leg. Dr. Barry was also-brought to attend him. On the doctor!':

. . order Faeb.an was brought 'to Thurles Hospital that night, but

the wound proved an: obatinate one and the doctor recomended

further treatment by a Bpecialist 1n Duhlin.

In order to avoid the attention of the R.I.C .y Who always

. had a couple of detectives watching trains leav:l.ng and arriving

in Thurles, Specmal arrangementa had to .be made to get Feehan

.. aboard the train for Dublin, It vag fixeﬁ up with the driver

to atop the train arter leavmg Thurles station opposite the
hoapital The arrangement worked smoothly and Fechan arrived
safely at his deetination, which I think was the Mater Hospital.

o '_.'nublm. |

About the 8 ame time as these txm shootings took place.
1 had 8 narrow shave from arreat and death, and, it was also the

o rirst occasion when I came mﬂer fire from British forees.

1 wmg at. Meagher'a in Annef:leld partictpat:lng in a high Jump
contest with Edvard Meagher in a field outside the house when,
suidenly, Edward drew my attentiqn to-a cycling patrol of.
police and mﬂitary on the ma about 30 ;'ra'z;ds awey. 'We_-both

dashed for the opposite fence 60 or 70 yards distant. Meagher
. got cver the i'ence in a. ﬂying leap with me "at his ‘heels.

Just as I uas drOpp:Lng into the field on the other s:l.de, -
_'burst of rifle fire from’ the road sent bullets flying above my

head.‘ We both ran.in Vop;_ms':lte directions under .cover of. the

LI -



:'."hedge. X got; ames the cmaie.h River a.nd mde through the ;

» fields to Barracmragh. Heagher went: on for about 100 yarde
until he reached Butler's who was a fr:l.end of hie. There _
_he changed his; ehoes and eoeks and then coolly walked back to :
" his own house. ‘The police and sold:l.ers were scattered about

. the place. They held him up, aearched him and the:n mquired
e :U;' ‘he had seen any fellows ruming threugh the flelde. He

eeid he had and told them that the tleeing ‘men had gone ine

. .‘diﬁerent d.trection to that which I had taken.. Soldiers then

: got on top of gate piers to get a better view of the ommtry

E and ‘began fifing with the rifles about the countryside.

K Hobody W8 hit by this reckless shooting, and after twenty
. minutee or 80 the patrol departeds '

Other mc:ldents of note Which happenea in the latter half
or 1918 in the brigade area were the seizure of shotguns and _
ammunition o.nd the General ﬂlection. All the big houeea ownad
. by members of ‘the Ascendancy class were raided by the 7
'_HVolnnteers for arms. and, in addition, the. hardme ehOps of

- :"Holloy 8 and Fitzpatrick'a in Thurles were. visited and all the

stocke of shotguns and amnnmition were remmred.- In those two
shops the etai‘fe were mostly membere of the Thurlee compa.mr

o and with their connivance the premiees Were entered on a

_Sunday night. Betwaen hoth premieee, about 22 ehot:guns were
- taken and so much emmunitian that the whole lot formed quite

e 1oad on a horse cart whieh was" ueed to tak:e it'. amy. :

. ‘The General Election produced a contest :ln Eest Tipperary
between Pierce MeCann (81nn Fein) and Tom COnr.ion, the outgoing
’ ‘member of thé Ir:lsh Parliamentary Party. A1l the energiee of .

‘ the Volunteers were thrown into thie ﬁ.ght ae COndon uae a
- popular man. in the area and had a strong personal folloving.
2 Volunteers eanvaeaed on’belial? of MeCann, collected funds,
-guarded his meetinge, acted as pereonating agente on PoJ.JJ.ng

-
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day ani made arrangements for transport or drove motor cars

.and other vehicles to take the voters to the booths. I came

out in public during the election campalign under the eyocs of
the police, but they made no .atf;empt to arrest me. On polling
day I wvas on duty all day at the booths in Boherlahan and
Ardmoyle and uas in charge of a2 party of Voluntears who

. escorted the ballot boxes into Cashel that night along with

an escort of R.1.C. The result of the contest was: McCann -
7487 Votesy Condon ¥79% Votes. i

" After going to Cashel with the ballot boxes I deoided to
go that night on my bike to Meagher's of Annefield. I was
only about ten mirmutes in the place when the house was r aided

" by & forece of H.I.C. Who took me into custody. After being

first taken to the local barracks which was then in Drombane
HBall, I was then shifted to Thurles and transferred next day
to Belfast jail. One of the Meaghers (Jack), who was also an
active Volunteer, was arrested with me. VYhen he sav the
police coming into the house hd.tried to stop them with a
pitchfork, Tl:iis, of ‘course, was ap offence with wl;xieh he was
later tried in Cork jail and sentenced to six montha

. mprisonment.

" In Belfast Prison were men from all parts of Ireland
including some of the most prominent figures in the republican
movement - Austin Gtack and Frnest Blythe. §Stack was chosen

as our leader. I was only about a weck there when we decided

" to smash up the butlding. I cannot recollect now why we

resorted to this action, but everything which was breakable

was made into smithercens. Doors, windows and even the slates

" on the roofs wers broken up. The staircase was so smashed

that we were in complete 1solation on the top floor for about
eight daya. The food prob.‘l.em vas got over in a sort of way
by getting the prisoners to leave. untouched vbhatover parcels
of food they race:lved from home in the weeks preceding t.he
ogtbreak, but md:eed, by the time the row was over the rations
were extzm?]y: ac&:mty. Military and polico who were d‘rarted
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R int.o the prison to restore order failed to dislodge us from '

| our position and, eventuauy, the prieon authorities brought -
" in Cardinal McRory and the Lord Hayor of Dublin, Lirry O'Neill
who conducted negotiations bet'vreen our leaders and the _
'authorities which led to the termination of the outbreak. "

T | Pea.ee did not re:lgn ror 1ong, hmmver, ee only a week

’ 'later a prisoner nemed Toxmny Fitzpatriek, a native- of Armagh

'\rho, at the time was not quite mentally normai, aeeaulted one

 of the warders.. i‘he incident uas one vhioh happened ag a

" result of a euﬂden tmpulse on Fitzpatriok'e part. The
authorities, however, selzed on this a8s an excuse to treat us
all as eriminal offenders and to d_epri_ve us of the political
status which had been accorded foiioﬁﬁg t';hé mediation of
Cardinal MoRory and Iord Mayor D'Eem. Ve declined to eccepb
o thisd ecision of the authoritiee “and i‘orthwith resorted to

| ‘the methods employed in the previoue proteet. This time ve

" bored paeseges from one cell to another. A etrong i‘orce of
troops was brought into the prison aml succeeded in having eact
" prisoner overpowered and handcuffed. I was one of about & .
dozen who came in for speeinl punishment. Our hands were
Iﬁndcui‘fed behind our backs' amhre vere.alloved to remain in
our ce].ls in that state i‘or about: ten deys. ‘ '

B A good my of the men confined in Belfaet at the time .
were, like myselr, ..erving unexpired portions ofe entences
imposed prio¥ to baing releeeed under the “Cet and Mouse Act”

'.Smne of them had only short periods to ‘serve, but it vas
noticed that on completing their eentences they were reerrested
_ as scon as they got onteide the jail anddoported to England,

) Austin Staok and a few others were treated in thst manner.

| My own sentence vas nearing compietion and I gave thought toa

p:la.n which would enable me to oiro\mvent the deportation )

’ prooeedinge. I had pleuriey about a yee.r before a.nd - considered
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thet it ehould be eaey fer me t:o develop a heavy cold a.nd a

high t enperature. I therefore decided to 1ie ﬁown naked on -
the 8 tone noor oi‘ the ‘eell ono night. The triok worked
and eoon Iwae cmsidered to be 8o m’ ‘that Iwas removea to.
.,hospitel. The prison doctor, OEFJ.aherty, was a decent class
'of man and I bélieve it was on his recommentation that Itas

. _' discharged three days before nw time .vas up; he also gave me
‘ a certiricate of lmritneee inoaee there should be an ettempt

made to have me deportede Five or eix others were released
with me, including Jeck ‘0*Sheehan of Dnhlin. I_t was then
- about the -rirstweek in June 1919. o

On wy z'eturn to Tipperary I called to see "Mizey" .
'Connell in Thurles Emd he told me-all a.bout wmt had taken
plaoe in the oounty during my absence in prison, partioularly
in connection with the e.ttaok on the polioe in Soloheed Beg
a.nd the r escus oi' Sean. Hogan at Knociﬂ.ong station. Both of

these operationa tool: place in the 3ra (South) Tipperary

g Brigede area, but G't.onnell had co-opernteﬂ :!n the latter. '

Hie account to me oi’ thess incidente and the part played by
himeelf egreed in. every vay withthe description given by Dan.
Breen, one of. the prinoipal i’igures in hoth gvents in hia book

SR "w i‘ight for Irish Freedom"

1 etrongly advised O'Connell to olear out of the toun,

pointing out to him that the polico would find out that he had

| ‘: been implicated, but he a1d not take my advice, . I stayed with

him that night.- Next morning lote of my friends called to see

' me and amng those who cane in was an. ez-British eoldier who

me two automtic pietols, "Peter the Painter". and a-long
parabellum which he offered to seil i‘or a couple of pounds.
- I knew the manveua.nd bought the gtmei‘rom him.. ‘I hid them

T in & recess beside the gas meter: in 0'Comnell's shop where we

usmlly hid ar\vthing of that kind, but I warned O'Connell not

L
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’ _.to go t.o bod that n:lght with the guns 1n tho house. -
' Unforhmtoly, my warning went wnheeded and before the rollow-
o ing- morn:l.ng the police raided the prom:l.aes. Tho tvo guns vere

. discovered and O'Connell was arrested on a charge of hav:l.ng

| . rirearms in his possess:lon.. The authorities vere g]ad to get
thia chance becnuso they strongly :mspectod that O'Connoll tms'
- :Involved in the B.nooklong rescue, but theywere unable to
procure any definite evidence against h:l.m. ‘_' '

I think it was on the day followmg the arrest or
e O'Connell that a rew of- tho most aot.‘lve membears of the brigade
" came to me vith the proposal that the Distriot Inspedtor of
the B.I.c. :l.n 'rlmrles Bhould be shot. H:ls mme vas Hunt and
, - he: had Lor somo timo mev:lously been very host.ﬂe tovards the
| : Volmteers and s.‘.nn Fein supportors and led - numeroua ra.s.ds
_ and ba.ton charges in the town. It was pomted out to me that:
. if th.ts man oont:l.nued to .do this with 1mtm1ty 1t oould have
. disaatrous reszﬂ.ts ror a11 of us and that h:ls shooting would

- have a salutary etfeot on other pol:lcemon who might be -

‘ molinod to fol.‘l.ow his cnamnle.- I agreed to the shooting. . )
" ‘The facts were, however, that during my term in jail the

' "‘proposal to shoot this officer was. put up to "Hixey“ 0'Conne,
who was acting brigade oomnder, and he agieed. -All the plans
had thus bdbeen ready to do the Joh. A8 I had resumed charge

. -_'-of tho br.tgade in the meant:lme ny approval was then necessary.

It had- been arranged that the shoot:lng should becarried
.out next day while Hunt \muld be. attmding the Thurles races, -
It was not :!bund possible to get a suitablo chance while he
~was on the racecourse, but t.ho three men wvho had been trailing

| h:lm kopt on his tracks on the way haok to the tmm Hunt was .

‘walkirg’ along the rosd in company w.tth a couple or other police-
men and, jnst. as he T eached the ontrance to- the Square, he was

T fired at. and shot dead.; !l'he other  police took to their heels .
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£ouairas the barracks.  The men who aotml.'ly farea the shots |
wera Jim and Tonmr Btapleton. first ooualna, and J‘ im Murphy

" (The “Jemmett"). The Stapletons came from F.tnnahy. Upperchurch.
and Murphy belonged %o Curreeney, Kilcommon. -

For- -50me. hours after ‘the ohooting the police’ appeared to
be a bit nervous, but as the even:ng wore on and they got
mtoxicated. thelir :hn'y begon to show itself. They confined
~ themselves main:l.y to beat:l.ng up anvone vhom they could get
their hands on, especia:uy any supnortar of Sinn Fein. I vas
working behind. the counter in O'Connell's bar that evening .
when tho Hoad Constablo oame 1n. Ho was a. good sort and was
advanced in years. ‘rhe poor man had no mterest in the actions
~of his colleagues outside on the otreeto, nor indeed did he

" approve of them. He readily aocepted a glass of vhiskey which

’ _ I prof‘fereﬂ and then went out. All the whlichouses in the
toun vere eloaed ot about 7 p.m. '

m_za_amotmg of n__.x.- Funt took'pmm on 23rd June 1919,
‘and the Govermment at once proclaimed mt.:'al law in the
° Thurles district. The R.I.C. 4n the town were reinforced am
armed partles of police amd miutary, varymg in strepgth from
81x to nine men, patrolled the town and surrounding districts
day a.nd night. While thors wag no armea reta.‘uation on our '
' part, the spirit of thé Tepublican moveméat was in no way ‘coved
by tho onemy‘'s display or forece. Searcely a day pa_osed vithout
some kind of incident happoning which caused amoyance to the
- British foroeo. The trioolom', wh:l.ch was anathema -to them,
’ espec:any the B.I.c., would be hoisted and there would be an
mstant rush to have it removed. Jooring or the police by the )
civn:lan population was. a.lways a weak point w:l.th the : |
authorities and this vas widely r esortod to. The fostling of
soldiers off the tootpatho vhile off duty anﬂ an occasional |
) beatlna of the aoldiero helpod to keep mtters nvely.
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Eventmlly, m September 1919, 811 fa:u'a and markats m tha
area wera laimed and th.e pouca began tor eaort to new _
met:l.es againat the supporters of the x-epuhlican cause. 'J.'hsy-_
began by breaking t.he windwa of Chariea Gnlhane. chaiman of g
the Thurles Ss.nn Fein c.lub anﬂ anactiva Volmtear. This

| happened at 1.1 o'e:l.ock at n.tght uhue tha pol:loe ware aut on -

mtrol' .:: ..:‘.. . '.' -, .,"_-7“‘ “J -_-.

29

Dur:lng thaae exciting t:lmea the uauel mb:llisat:l.ona ot

the Volunteers t.ook place, though precantiona had to ba talnan

to mrd agadnat surprise by the poliee and soldiers._ Bcouts
were a.‘!.ways posted to vatoh out ror ra:lds whue drunng waa

1.n m-ogress. In no matance waa a mobinsation intermpted
desp:lte a.u the vlg:uance of the R I.c. T

One day 1n October or. Novmber 1919. I happened to go _
a.oroaa the strest ﬁ-om O'COnnen's shop when I heam that the |
B.I.c. were after arreating a fov of the 1ead1ng ﬁ.guroa :I.n |
the repnb:l..tcan movement in I‘hm-lea. I waa about to return to

' the 8h0p whan I sau the pol.tce a\n-rounaing the plnee. ‘A

crowd md gathered to watch the proeeedings and from tha
outside of. the crowd I :l.ooked on for a fed minutea. I had.—no_
dea.‘lre to go hack to §ail.and I cleared ot of the’ town o
fbrthwieh to go 'on the run' agaﬂ.n Betwaen that and the
Tru:ce I was a uanted man by the Br:lt!ah author:ltias but, or

- com-ee, I mda frequent secret v:l.aits to Thmles and

O'Canell'a house during that par:.ad._

-

_ It ean be truly stated that by that time the “King'a -
Writ“ had almost eeaaed to function 1n the rural parta of '
lud-Tipperary. The n.z.c. were no longer loolned upon as. 8.

o ponee rorce. The' Ir:lah VOlunteera, mw knoun aa tha I.R.A.,
. wara beginning to be regarded as. the cuatod:uma or daw and"

P R

order by t;ha majority of the peopla. At. anch gatherings as
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',aports meetings and na re:lseama, thoro ha.d for some tme
been a" good deal or frict:lnn vith the ponce over the gquestion
of payment for admiss:.on. mumm. of eourse, the ‘police
were aluays admitted rree or oharge and they ware expected to

‘i deal vwith any breaches of the peaca vhioh m!.ght take plaoa. .
Now, -t.heywere no longer vanted as the I.R.A. were avanable

- to deal vith any t,rouble.. Things came to & climax at a feis
‘in The Bagg late in 1919. The a.x.c. were after forcing '
their way into the field vhere the feis was ‘being held. _I

" got an I.R.A. party together and tackled the police and threw
them out of-the grounds again. 7That very same night we had

-made plans to shoot a pol::l.ce nm@t vamed Murphy in
Kuccnmon; The men selected met at Meagher's in Annefield
and included Tomas and Baams Malone. ~ We éycled to Kilcomnon
'duri.ng the eveni.ng but, on reaching there, J.eamaﬂ from the
local . I.R.A. msn, at whoae invitation Ve were do:lng the job,

- tmt the dergeant had been :I.njurad that day in the courae of

" some row and that it vas unl:lkely he. would’ be out that night.
We waited, hoping that he might snow np, but he d:ld ‘not do 80,
Sergeant Mnrpby was transferred from Knconmn about a week |

. later. Re was a bitter opponmt of the- ramxbl:lcan movement

" and had been responsaible for the arvest and sentence of .
-Jt_:seph Hel_)omgh some -t_;:lme previcusly. The pharge e_.gainst

: ‘McDoragh was one of having made & seditious speech at _ﬁearcross

About the and of 1919, G.H.q. 1ssusd an order forbldding

any armed attacks on British _i'oi'ées without the prior sanction
of the brigade commander of the areas This had beconme
' necessary as in.certain cases. ati;-acks had 'bee_z-'x carried out
by Voluiteers acting on their own initiative whichwere $il-
planned and - hamm, resulting in the deatha of good men or
 causing bigger and more important oparations to be abandoned.
' ‘Thera wvas alao the- danger. that some haaty Volunteer, wiuhing

. to make & pame for ‘himself, might shoot a friendly member of
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the- enew fome who was do:lng userul ‘Work ror our mteuigenee

N people. “In my own. br:lgade there was: Do ocoaston to complain
7 ubout activities of this indy but. they vere happen:lng in
7. other parts ‘of the _eountry,. AN

Ear:ly 1n January 1920, at a’ brigade cauncn meetl.ng.
'held in O'Ctmnen'a .m Thnrles, the queation of attacking

- R.I.Co barracks came up for diacnss:lon. It was decided there

that on t.he night of 18th January some “om of attack ahould_
he made on aachharraoks ln the br:l.gade area. There vere 8
,'_such posts a].togethar and sm ot tham me so located that, -

L . excaept by 'a ruse, there waa not anearth]y hope of capturing

‘them. . In onl:r tvo. placea - Holyeross and Drombane Hall -
| did we enterta.ln any hnpe of sueceas and, 80 mr as the other

‘ | ‘posts wére concerned they wvare s:l.mply to be sniped.
s ' anticil!ﬂted that the. snipins operatlons would confine the

- police to the:lr stat:lons vhile Holyeross and Drombane were

| under aaaault. ngai.n, there was a reoung of. uneas:l.ness in the

ranka of the B.I.c. beeause or tho m-mring resistance of the '

" I,R.A. to their povers &ind en odd shot fired at their strong-

- holda, espec:lau.y at night tme, had a nuisance value from
" our pomt of view, vhich wis very weu \lo!th while’ with the

L few rounds of amunltim that were expended

. ‘I‘he attack on Ho:l.ycross barraoks was under the control

. of .Terry Byan, OIC. ‘st Battalion Ho had about 20 .men & 'Tmed

- with rifles and shotguns An poaitzons sround the barracks for

- “the., purjose of preventlng tho' po:uee n'em coning out or ﬂrmg -
N 'jt‘rom the vindows.of the barracks, - He hoped to capture the
o building by burning it or blowing avay the gable. In order to

. busn- 1t he had planned to get a fev men on to the roof by
_ :,'_mea.ns of a Laddar. Once acceas to tho roor was obtained, the :
o men, aqu:lpped w:lth hamers, wou].d break alatea and through

the holes thus ereated rling bottles r:lned with petrol or

DRI
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pérafﬁn b:l.l, followed by- 'home m&e -immbs to sef the mid'e

of the barracks al:lght. Duq to the. fact th.at tha 1sdder whieh "

' had been nrocureﬂ was- pot long enough to enable men to climb
on to the roof, this ‘1dea’ d:ld not uork out and had to be
, abandoned. - : ' ' '

Evarythlng then dependad on: the success of the attempt

' to ’olow away the gable. For th:la a land mine, prepared by

Dick Quinn aml Tom mnrahan, and charged mth some or the
gelignito ahich had been taken out of l-hlloy's magaz:lne in
Thurlea during June 1917, vas 1aid under the northérn gable of
the\ barracks. Our knowledge. of exploaives at th:ls stage was

' vary elmentary indeed and dne, no doubt, to the want of
' proper technical knov:l.edge in the laying . of the mine rather

‘than any def:lc:lency in 1ta own deatmct:lve pwers, the

.' .,: - 935’1"910“ 1'35“1'590 1!1 apli'l:t.‘lng the gable from top to bottom.
.'; The attack, which began aboul: 11 p.m., vas called off around

1 a.m. next morning. Dnr:lng this per:lod ‘the men equipped with

| rifles and shotguns bad been firing at the barrack windows

and the police kept up a brj.sk return t:lro, aenﬂ.mg up Verey
ughts at mterva:ls to attract re:l.nrorcements. Aftgr the

" failure of the mine to do what vas ax_p_agted of :_lt‘_,_-Rya‘n called
off the attack. As far 8s I can remember, there were no
casualties among the police, who mmbered about 12 menp nor °

o d:ld tho attack:ng party hnva any either.

‘The attaok on tha poliee post in Dmbane Halz vas under
the commam! of .nm Btapleton who had a force of about 20 men
under him, all dra\rn from the 3rd battalion. This vas a one-~

| atorey bu:lld.‘lng m«:n bad ‘been comandearad by the- British

authorities ear]y in 1919 and garrzaoned by R. I.c.. to deal

- mth a rather violent outbreak of agrarian trouble in connect=
o 1on with the Hnnley Estata. The grouna around the post had
.+ been cleared or walls a.nd fences with the resnlt that the

Lal e
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' nearest cover avauable for the rifle and ehotm-men engageﬁ-

T in the aeeanlt was nearly 100 yarde eway

Stapleton had prepered a land mine, ohargea aleo with

T gelignite, which he- reckoned would completely shatter the .

'Iaouthern gable and perhaps destroy the greater part of the
etruoture or, at emy rate, J.eave the interior of the building .
open to the fire of his riflemens, . AThe e:ploeion.wee more
- successful in the case of bmbene. It blev away most of the

B gable but the garrison grimly held out, eendi.ng up Verey

lights ﬁ'om time to time, and returning the fire until after
four hours oi‘ eeeault Stapleton decided to withdraw. The
'ettaek began around 11 o'elogk. at night and i'iniehed ahortly

T arter 3 otclock - next morning Neither eide eustnined any

ca sualties .

There were hmdrede of other Volunteers rrom the lst end

o 3rd Battalione occupiea :Ln ereeting berricedee on thé roads

leading to Holyoroes and Drumhane during the eerly part of
the night of 18th January 1920, P!hile the attacks were in
progress, the R. I.c. barracks in .Barnane, Borrieoleigh,

| 'Roekeen and Templetuohy were eniped, one or: two rirlemen -

' supported by a. eouple of men a‘rmed with ehotgune being engaged
) in each. place. Theea ware purely diversionary actions so as
 to confuse the enemy as to which place reinrorcements should
be eent. Such was the etete of tension among ‘the ReXuCos at |
the time that a few shots £ired at a barracks was eurfieient

_ to cause them to throv up Verey lights to o.ttraot help and

to keep them on the alert for the wholo night reek.less.‘ly

: firing ‘their rines at m.eginery attuckers. -

An immediate develoment after the attaeke in. Holycéross -
and Drmnbane was. that every R, I.C. barracke in Hid-iipperary

. _hed its defences etrengthened. Ioopholee were broken at points



" £ vantage in the walls the w indows steel-ahuttered, and~

; bagged protection was p].aced outs:l.de the doors, while elaborate
.barbed wire entanslements were ‘fixed e’nround the walls and

' -approachea to the bu.tldinga. . '

o Bome tine prior to these attaoks, the B.I.c. vacated
| 'their station in Nawtown and. the 'build.ing vas burned soon arter
,by\t.he J.oca:l. I.B.A. compnny '

‘The Brigade Council meeting, which decided on the -
operations I have already described, considered that  § should
. take mo. actual part .in any of them. -0 'Comell*s bus:lness,
.' which Ivas manag:lng at the time, had boen 16ft 4u a neglected
state by the owner at the t:lme ‘of his ax-rest. H:ls wvife was
_ -ﬁead and the busineas had suffered a great deal because- of the
attention uhich he had been giving to the Volunteer movement
yather than to his own personal affairs. He was a man vho had
endeared himself to gvery Sj.nn Fein supporter :ln the co\mty
and though, peraonau:y, 1 wm:ld have much’ preferred to be in’

. -action with the men of By brigade on the night of 18th Jam:ary,
. '_1 acceded to the wishes of the Brigade counc:u.

_ That night, I made it ny business to be seen by the Thurles
police about the town so that they would come to the conclusion
© that I hod nothing to do vith the attacks. I think it vas
-'on the followi.ng day or the day after that one of these police,
| cOnstabJ.e F:Lnnegan, called on me at O'Connell's ‘and told me’
| that they imew in the barracks which of the Thurles Voluritéers
were out that night and that theae men muld be rounded up in
& fav days.. This Constable Fimmegan knaw eweryone 4n Thurles
' .'_weu a9 he was the policeman who dealt with the sugar ration
i cards dun:l.ng the F:l.rst Great It'ar. For some time previcus to
hia visit to me he had shawn himselfl to bs ‘very hostile to the
- _republican movemant and vas knotrn to us to have been bnsy
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making mmiee concerning the actit:lties of members of the
‘-_ .B.A. 1n the toun. Arter Finnegan's convereation w:lt.h me,
I had a chat t-m.th another of h.ts co].leagues, Sergeant Hurley,
vho was rr:lendly tmrds the I.B.A. end rrnm time to time
'gave x?almble anzbmt:lon to UBa The eergeant told me thet.
Finnegan vas ecmpuing a list. ef men whem he suspected er
being involved in the recent atheke on the R.I.C. barracke.
I decided :l.t was time to put Gonstable Finnegan out of act:len.

- On the- night of 20th Jammry 1921, Jerry ‘Ryan, Mick
Small a.nd John M&tthv (Goorty) end wse.u', all emed vith
revolvers, uatched for constable Finnegan 1n the v:l.cin:l.ty of:
his own home in the m; .- He m returning from the barraclm
' 'at about 10 o* clock a.nd ¥as about 10 ya.rds from his house when
" we fired at ham.. Ho was badly vounded and died the following
‘morning ' ' '

N . Inter that n:l.ght the R-I-C- anﬂ m:llitary ran amok 111 the .
: town They ﬁred ehets atr andom andvent th.rough the streets
‘discharging shots through the doors and Vindous of the houses
_and. business places of snm Fein supporters. :On’the following

N .' day. the- Kngl:l.sh Iabour Party "Fact F:nding Cexmniesion“ headed

by Mr. c1ynes, srrived in Thurles and vere able to ses f:lret-
.hand the dem'edations caused by the British garrieon on the

- night before and to observe the state of terror which the

_ .‘.ncidents cresteﬂ ameng the czv:llian popule.t:len. I went out |
mto the Mall and there met Mr. Clynes and his eolleaguea and
gave them a ].ot of :tnfonnation they vanted. After that, they
o vigited ‘a mmber oi‘ the da.mged houses and examined everything
| in detatl. They caue -into “Mixay" o'connen-s place vhichws
bad].ywrecked and were shown the bma-riddled room in which
his maid ‘and haby elept;. Statements were taken from several
. people who had been eyeuitneeses to the behevieur of the ponee

" apd seldiersa.



LA
s AJ.]. the members. of the delegat:lon appeared to- be anxious
'to get as much detail as posaibla, and the towns;:eople, ‘
mclud:l.ng waalr, felt that the report on their visit would

’ .have soma errect on the British Govarmnant. But, 8o far as
could memrds been seen, noth.ins came from 11: at all, and,
j_aa cartain evants proveﬂ 500N aﬁ:erwards, the n.x.c. -and

) ,soldiers d1ad not pay the sl.tghtest heed to Hr. CJ.ynes ang

.‘ h.‘-.e i‘riends. _

.On 2kth Fabrunry 1920 “the people of Thurles woke 1n

' the morning to find that during the previous n.tght ‘the doors
of hounes or a mmber cr Sinn Fein aupporters ‘had been paint.ed
- with the :I.ettars R.I.P. It was, lmovn that this vas done by

| the police and not much - heed was pa:ld to uhat was - generre.llv
'regardad as anact of vandausm rather than a portent of -
mtn'derous conaaquanceac . ', “

At that particn:nr tma,.atrong patrols of pol:lce and

B military vent around the town of Thurles by day and night. '

'_It was deciﬂed to attack the patrol at night timao This vas
r:i.sky kind of oneration beeause on some nights t.wo different

. patrols moved through the town. At was not:lced by our scouts,

who had been making a note of the eneny's movements, that the

' patrol nsually rested at the Harket House ror about: an hour.

.The a.ttack vas p].mmed to take p:lace here. O'uz- men uonld use
the 1B.nes in the v:lcinzty a8 f:!.ring points.. _The operat.ion

. ‘--was to. be wnder my own control.and I proposed to uae about 25
. men, ;lncluding some exper:lenced Volunteers. rrom 3rd Batta.uon,
?among them Jim Stapleton. I had asked the latter to come into
Thtn'les ear]y 1n the n:l.ght as there were some details r egarding
the attack that I 444 not wish to deoide on f:lmlly until’ 1
,had consulted. h.‘l.m. '

- .
L

S '?’tapleton._-tmeli@g'-iiq‘chmm_ with Paddy O'Brien,
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' Silireriniﬁes,--- and Jin Iarkin',' prarchmh,'mé on the way into
.Thurles when he and his compa.nions called mto larry Fanning's
.: publ:l.chouse in ‘.‘l‘he Ragg for a dr:l.nk. _They ;werq, n_ot 1on_g _—
ir‘:side when qu.R.I,c, men named. Hemie and. Flaherty came in, )
aprarently ‘for refroshments also.’ On the spur of the moment, Y
tllm I.R.A. trio decided to attack thse police and so-opened
f:l.re withrevolirera. COnstable P.‘l.aherty mnageﬁ to escape,
" but Henue. was -shot dead as he was trying to get :I.naide the
| counter. This ahooting u.pset my plans tor the attack on the
night patrol and ob].iged me t.o aba.ndon 11;.

Tha shooting m ‘rho Ragg led to widespread raiding by
. police a.nd mmt.ary amund Tlmrlea a.nd 1ts naighbourhnod. )
’Jé:nemy mtrols ‘were mcrea.sed angd- beeame very v:l.g:uant in the
ensulng weeks., On the night of" ,2?._3.1920, a party of R.I.C.
‘Went to raid Mecsrtlw":s 1n the Mall at about 1.30 Qells Four

© . of this family were members of the I.R.A.’ -One of. then, Jimy,

. went to open the door for themidars ‘and, 2s soon as he had dor
.so_, they.ahot h:lmd.ead._ On the- sueceeding night, another party
' of masked R.I;C. men from Thur]_.aa barracks raided the house of
Tom Dwyer in The Ragg and shot.i'h!md ead in his bedroom in the
presence of his sister, a young . widou. Dwyer, who. was also
.an I.R.A. man, had been seen talk:lng %o Stapleton and his
compan;lons & short time berore the attack on the police in
 Fanning's puh,earliex_- in the mnntha |

On the same n:l.ght that Dwyer was ahot, the R.I.C. force

_ comerned attacsd the shop and home or Richard -Smally The

,nagg. H:I.s sony H.'l.ck smau, r:lce-comnda.nt of the 1st Battn.,
.waa then one of the most promnmt membera of our brigade. '

: The R.I.C.5 msked alao, threw a, number -of bombs into the

house and wreckaad the front port:lon of the prem:.sea.

_ Both Jimmy MnCartlv and Tom Dwyer wore given mﬂitary
mnerals. About a dosen of the mst prominent and agtive



' VOlunteers 1n the br:&gada, equipped w:.th riﬂes, were formed
.mto a bemmra.ry 'm:lng column' to be prdsant at these B
._funerals. HcCarthy vas buried at Holycross Hhere a f:u':lng party

diecharged volleys over h:l.s grave.. Neaxt day I went with the B
. 'Slying column®, which was armed vith rifles; » to Bouladuff _
where Duyer's body uas be:lng waked. -I p.‘laced the column beh.tnd
j e walJ. in ﬁ-ont ‘of the walte=house with :lnstructions to keep the
. plage covered but not to fire without my. ordex-s., “IT'was in the
hl:use vhen a party ‘of R.I.c. under District Ihspector Goulding
of Thurles ‘arrived :ln a tender. Hith 4 Head COnstable the Dl
was about ‘to enter as I stepped out the door wear:l.ng a revolver
m a holstar vhich was clearly visible to the police. The D.l.
and I starod at each other, but he made no attanpt to Mterfere,
“por Aid any .of the rest of the police. I don't think they were
aware of the présencé of the columnwlw vere w;i:l’t:l.hgl for ny
‘ugnal to-open, fire. . The bodywas brought to’ the ‘church that
Tnght. Naxt day, w:l.thout fireama, .we aeeonpanied the remaing

L to with.m a quarter m:.le of the gravayard and then fell out of .

the proceas:lnn. The miutary had taken possession of the
- f’graveyard and. the firing of voneys over the grave was postponed
T until midnight uhen the soldfers had gone and the ¢ eremony -
could be carried ont .in peace. ’

Arter having paid our Jnst military eompliments to Dwyer,

the armed gronp of a dozen rin muoh hag. bean brought

together, went uth me to Bathcanmn trmere we had a consultation

-|with Ned D'Reﬂ.ly, a pu-omnent officer in the Bouth mipperary

_ . Brigade, about ‘the possibmt:lal of bringing off: -an ambush 1n

‘ | Rathcannon \fhere there was a good poaition for thia pnrpose.

_ .Clonoulty R.I.c. ba:-meks vag not far amy and we conaidered

| that 11' O'Rei:uy \muld agrea to’ me at the post, Vhichxaa in
‘his area, there uas a e.hance that re:.ntorcemants might be sent

' \rhich ve m!ght attack. O'Railly fell in’ with our 1geas ‘and on
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the night of 1.#.1920, with aome ot hio men ho b:lazed away at
tho barraoks with.rifle. tire for the greater part or the '

nlght, but nominforooments came alons . ST -

b .‘1.
.. - r .

‘ On our part we had gone to a .n.ot or trouhle to moet the _
reinforooments and tried out a neu ides for the occasion. The .
’oeal compa.mr was mbmsed to, d:lg a. trench about. 5 £t. deep
a.nd 15 £t long acrosa tho road. This ma oovared w:lth camras :

- camouﬂ.agod overhead with road dust, a’ trap wh:loh w6 hoped -

m:l.ght put out of aotion at 1eaat one lorry load of police or
mi:l.it.ary and porhaps a seoond J.orry, because at that t:.me, uhan
they were in a hurry, enemy vehicles did not traval in the

- extended formation that they r esorted to at a later period.

L nad the men that I brought w:l.th me posted in posit::lons

coma.nding this tronch. S - R

Dur:lng March 1920, the R.I.C. in I.oughmore and Hoyna '

RN uere withdrawn and, on the night of 3.4.1920, the vacated :
barracks wera burned by the 1oca1 I.R.A. companies. '

In the. 3rd Batta:l.:lon ares tho R.I.c. posta were be:lng

) sniped very t_‘_reqt;enuy v;i_;h the _enoouragemen_t of the I_)rigade
., 8taZf by émall groups of I.R:: men under the direction of the

very energoti.o Jitmy Staploton. ']f kaveé. 'no 1dea' of - how often

or of the, dates on wh:lch thoao oporat:lons tool: p:l.aoe. As'-a o
result of one of them the sniping of Roskeon barraoks on )
? '+.1920 - mﬂitaryremforeenta were sent out from Thurles.
The enemy move ms tmticipated ‘by the attackora who had a few

.' . men posted to r:l.re at: thom rrom Bossmult Hood. Whne a _good

deal of shooting ro:l]owed (nearly 3\11 of which was w:l.ld ﬁ.ring :
by ‘the military) the’ I.R.A. an:l.pors :I.n the wood Xept poggms :
away with odd shots unt:ll eventualb the Brit:lsh troops moved
off "L can'tr emember 1f any ‘of the soldiers wore hit, hut .
our men lost on.'ly a- couplo -of. dozen rounds of ammmition



. ‘expended dur!.ng the engagement, whne the enemy uaated
thouaanda of rounds. Such’ kind of actir.ms kept the enemy

Y ‘ guessing a:Ll the time while our 1ada preserveﬂ their

' 'mitlativo anﬂ enjoyed the demoralis:lng a.nnoya.nca surfered by
i ,-ﬁheu Opponanta. e ' n '

On the night that t.his encounter ifas .4n progress I waa on

Ly way ‘towerds Newpors in- the Ho. 1 ’.i‘:lpperary Brigads evea
' 'with Faddy n:nme, Jerry. Byan, Jim Bnd Tomy Gtapleton and

H:I.ck Bmall to he.'lp units of the local I.R.A. to attack an n.x.c
patrol next day. The weather was very bad :I.ndaed at the time,
I had J.eft Littlaton earlier 4in the day w:lth Jerry Ryan and -

. o Bml:l. to go to Upperchurch vhere- ve met the othera . Kimmna ar

the tvo Btapletnnm From Upperchurch ue vent in’ the piteh darl-
_' of a pouring n.tght alcmg ths aide of a‘hﬂl to K:I.lcommn ,
. vhere we reated i‘ox- 8 whue in the home of ‘Pt Doherty, then
~ the vattalion combander in that area; .We had a meal there and
'decl:lneﬁ an oﬁ‘er to have our clothes dried a8 we would be a8
vet as. ever before aruving at our deatmation - Paddy Rwan's
' (lacken). house 4n Knockﬁne, 7 or 8 muea avay, 'Ryan, 8mall
and w&elf had a).ready tm:ﬂged abont 16 m:lles. Dohsrty took
48 the rema:lnﬁer of the Journey 1n a horae andcart. ' Ryan."a.
f.wewent to bed: ror a fow hours, but ‘not trithout having a
o n.tghtcap' - a big measure ‘of poteen, About 5 o'clock tha.t _
mom:l.ng ve weraaroused, but Ives so 111 that Iwas unab:le to
get out oi‘ bed. Whather it vag dua to the wetting X had
experienced on ‘the - tx':lp ﬁ'om Mttleton, or {:o the pot.een to
which Iuas umccustomed, I cannot s8y; ‘but I -vag a very s:lck
man when the ot.hers J.ert: the houee to go off to the ambush
_position m Iac}sa.moreu '

' Tha mrty I had brought from Hid-‘!’ippemry were remrorced'
by 6 or 7 me.n £ rom. Nort.h Tipperary under Paddy Ryan (Laeken)
" on whoss Mtletive the attaok waa plamed. ‘The ati_:ack;ng

._ _.‘.
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force, equippad with riﬂes, mvolvers and shctguna, had 'been

o hrought together to ambush H.IC men who were’ expected to

mm the. etfeots of t.hetrip. oL '_" R

" on a. z.c. barracks in nonyrord, whichms in. the South

-. Tipperary at the times
~ 1'bad other things in mind -~ an operation imvoiving sn attack
"~ “n Shevry polive barracks and the problen ‘of'dealing with

District Inspector w_‘..‘l.son, the’ R Ic(:r ofﬁcer 1n charge ot

tha Tmplemore district. SR ‘

- .tnto the projected attack on Shovry.
e everything nmyself and, asaist:l.ng me :I.n making tha mangements

travel on b:lkes rrom Rearcroaa to a court in Rewpart. These -
. two places are about 10 niles apart a.nd Iaclm.more is, about
midway between them. The ‘only detaﬂs oi‘ the actual attack
wh:l.ch ‘T can g:lve are, that there were three policemen there
and t!m: “two or them vere knled, u!u.].e the th:l.rﬂ man escapad. :
:Ewo revolvers vere captured by the att.ackjng party who '
‘J.'hat evening I accompanied nv m

men back to Upperchurch, but it took me a ‘Weék t:o r ecover

sustained no casnal :I.es.

T

L

-

In May 1920, men rrom mr brigade took part 1n attacka :

e

SMY

Tipparary Br:lgade araa, ang Drangan :ln ernye '.l’he

opesratlons were maer .the. comnd of Ernie O'Halley, G.HWQo

. g st&ff, who uas engaged :ln train:lng and organising duties :I.n

I d4a not;ta.ke part in either attack. .

A good dm or p:l.anning a.nd preparatmns had 'been put
I uas :l.n charge of

“were Jim Btapleton and R:ddy K:umane, 0/0. 3rd Battal:l.on.

The attacking Dal'th about "I-O st.rong, mb:llisea at Upperghureh '
-om. the evenin,g of the 1ntended atmck.- We had petrol -and
parafﬁn to remova to Shevry, also explosives, and befora -
mv.tng off from ‘Bpperehurch, two m:lles from om' obsective,

I sent a section of s:lx men under Jumw K:I.mnne to oecupy a 3

position :ln Ba:uyboy on the road between ?hurles and Shavry



o ._-r attmpt to atart the righting wh:ue the reinforcenta were

«nightmu¢ The tota.l force travening ‘on it numbered 10 or 12

LR
P 5

i

Information haa eome to ns earner that a 1orry with rationa
and conta:l.n:lng a mixed force of yol:lce and so].d:lers had passed

' i Aup from Thurles to«Shevry. He l:new that thia 1orry would

'.;‘..-'- . return to Thurles some time dnring the avening or. shortly artex

ana e wahted "to make giro, u bad gone ot of the distriet =
befora open:lng the attack on the bamcks. w' mtmctions to
Jd.m sznne bei'bée}'he aet out for Banyboy were to attack anw
troops or police whieh wonld coma out tron Thurles tawa.rds
Shavry and he’ wag. axnueltly told Bot to mte:-rere wm: tha

-‘-* ration 101':'7 on- 11:9_ raimrn 30“1'113?' - R

Some time a.tter thed epartm-e ér "‘KI ':.a and h:l.a

-l'_ '.-.-.r W

sivd arrivea -at onr dests.mtion u:l.thont t.nc:h!eent. A certain amount
of progress hnd heen mde tosarda opan:lns the attaok when &

' "u' the oparation mum lmve to be abandonea, a8 I would not

1n barracks. and also tmt .ve needed the dm-lmess to have a.ny
hope 52 gniecess, ana to 'avom caaualtiea. Small then saids -
‘.='="In that eaae I'd :Ijka to go home as 3 have arrangaﬂ to go to
Comun:lon th:l.s (Bunday) mrnmg“ RTINS '
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' :_.;; Smn mad orr atter th:ls eonversat:lon, but: hef had not B
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he wae eeen and fired at by these troops. Be wae ehot dead
-and hie body was collected and brought in the :I.orry to :
Templemores In charge of the Zl.orry, though e d:ld not know it%.

. at.tho time vas Distriot Inspector Wilson, the nan'v e had been

attempting to shoot- for weeks previously. .

About ‘* o'elock in the morning I withdrew the attacking
party from. Shevry and went baok to Upperohurch to dieperse.

| There I heard the full facta exp].a:l.nj.ng how the rat:lon lorry

* ‘happened to come bask to SRevIy.. Despite the ordera Whieh rad

. been given to the eection whieh I hag sent ‘the previous evan:l.ng

- to Bauyboy not to £ire at the rat:lon 1orry, my ordero were .
~not adhered to and the vehiele vas ﬁ.red at.‘ Zhis alarmed .
the escort and oaused them to return to Shevry 80 aa to avo!.ﬂ

r.

travellins further n the darkneae. e :_-‘.

. .
. 1t

" The mqueat on bnchael Sman. was held :ln the military
barraeke 1n Tenplemore, Jim Stapleton and nweelf attended 1t.
'From the evidence tendereﬂ 4t vas clear that the firing which:
 caused thedsath had, been ordered by Dels Wilson. The brigade.
staff daoided that Smll ahould be given a military runeral

. ‘_-and h\mdreds of v°1unteera fell-m for the parade wh.tch had

j-, been arranged to take plaee from outside the m:l.litary hoepital
. Templemoras I took charge of the parade and vas giving .
- "'ordere within eight of a eentry. A young m:.litary ofﬁcer and
| -the military dootor, Dr. H.itchell, Templemore, vere standing
bsside the eentry watoh:.ng the Volunteera be:lng drnled. The -
' officer grabbed the rifle from the sentry and was aiming to
fire at me when Dr. Mitehe:u etruck down the ru‘le and made
the officer hand baok the -gun to the aentry. There waa no
f‘urther mterferanee with the fameral and at 'the ehurehyard
_three volleys vere r:l.red over Bmau'e grave. By the eame :
' token, the deoeaaed was a first cous:ln of . luok Sma:u., J.ater
commandant of the lat Battalion and 1eader of the brigade :

Fflvdno anlwumnt . .t
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: Previous 0 Bmal.’l.'s death, mstnct Inspector wuson had.
haen on our black booke beeanee of hie ruthleee conﬂuet in
the treainnent of repub:l.:lcane Infaet, a couple of attempte .
had been made to eheot Mm berore Sman me k:lned. -On at’ :
least three occas.tone ambushee were prepared to try and cateh
him eoming ‘from Gom'ts, but something alwaye happened 0 aava

.'hime For mstance, a party waiting for hin between -
Templre anﬂ Borr:l.aoleigh erected a barricade on- the road
to. 1ntercept him, it 3. party of’ eola:lere eame along first, B o

causins thatattempt to fatl, . LT

As a reeult of a d:lscneeion among some of the 1ead1n3
oi’ticera or ‘the brigade afber the shooting of Miehael Snal.‘l.,
the decision was taken to shoot Wﬂsen at any cost and ag - °
eoon as poasxhle too. _ The earrylng out of this deciaion pi-aved

. to be a more d1ffioult task than ve anticipat.ed. The first
erﬂort me made a.t Borr:l.eole:lgh wnere Wilson wit;h a tender of-
peliee oame toa Petty Seas:lons Court. J:tm Btapleton with
four or five men. kept the orﬂcer tmﬂer observation all dey,
but ‘no eu:wable opportunity to shoot’ hm m'esented 1tse.1r.
A couple of: days Ja.ter en, on the Temnlemore-aorrisoleigh Rds
Stapleton with the eame party waited age:l.n at a spot selected
bymyselftoambushavanjnmiohwmonwas expected to -
travel. - The van came alona a11 right, but 1t was. accompa.nied

‘ by a big escort or ponce and soldiasrs end Stapleton had to

81t tights. S L

anmung a:u theee abortive eftorte to put an end to

T _‘".'-'f'_' w;uson, w6 concluded. that the- best pmce to.get hidias :msme

the town .of Tplemere 1tee:l£ where he was etatiened m& 11ved.

. ’j": 53 ook Jim stapleton w:lth me te mke a reconna.isaance of that
rO ‘town We both had b:lkee, but we- dumpea the- revolvers ve'

' carried on the outskirts er the toun, . We saw -our_man._wheng t&é.
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eould have shot without any ptzoublos on iﬁé‘rollowing day, |
in a. motor ear dr:l.ven by Jack’ !Iyan, a mmber or the Thurles
.--comxany, ve tmvolled n'om Thurles to Templemre. Along vith
'ne were Jin Stapleton, Jerry Ryan, Faddy Kinnane and & garld
vho- 18 now ay sistar-:ln-lav - Hrs. Frank McGrath, Nenagh -
vhom we bronght vith ua as & blind. In Templemore we 1emed
that Wilson had ;aﬁ: tovn ‘for the day, wh:l.ch happened to be a
Saturday. We agreed emong ourselves to leave thé town and’
. return again on the ronowmg Monday. The remplmore ,
v::':ltmteers to wvhonm wa had been speaking warned us that strong ¢
m:![.utary parties wore usually detailed to patrol the roada
 outside the town and that one of these patrols had aétwmy '
gone‘ out along the road by which wo would be returning.
' avoid trouble on the way baak, we loft our T evolvers in Mick
Kelly'a, The Crescent, and then left the tmm ¥e had only
e gone a quarter of a mile outside it when the car was held up
by the mnitary yatrol. There vas a young :lieutannnt in charge
‘ wjfhom I kept persistently addraasina as ‘Captain’ as I explainec
éo him that we were on our way back from a fir,- He was
1'ndee_ﬁ moat courteous and apologised for having to search and
:ll.ntezrrogate us. He searched me first and then examined the
Ariver's permit.” Then hé turned to the back of the car'where
.;um Stapleton was sitting with his armsa round the girl.
This oight seemod to convince him that we were a harmless lot
. as he 8a1ds "It's all right, you can go ahead®. We hed not
' .gmmmammmmmmmmorhi-waiat-
coat pockets and pulled out six rounds of &5 ammunition vhich
he had forgotten all about. i

Dropping the others at 4, where Ryan also loft the
ammunition, he;anﬁ I continned the journey to Thurles. At the
* /Ragg anothier party of military stopped us and there were no
half measures abont thair searches. Ryan wvas made take off his
-hoots, but we had nothing of an incriminating nature in our
possession and were alloved to proceed.
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On tha following Honday, 16 8,1920, Jorry Ryan couJ.d not_

‘. come w.‘lth us to Templemore as he had to attend a meating or

;"'.- the County Councily In his- plaoe we brought John mw, ,

oﬁ'icer 1n the Upperohurch Company. we wsre in. tho town. at

o 11.30 el and after wa:l.t:l.ng for three or. four houra aroond

elly's 4n the Crasoent, Stapleton Jeft us. to go aoroas the:
atreet to Fogarty's pub w:lth a rriend he had met. ‘There wore |
a ooup:l.e of :locol Volunteors moving ahont the town watohing
lﬁor h’uson, One of’ theae Volunteers came to me with the news

.. Lthat w:llson uas coming down the street f‘rom his own home and

that he was mmocompanied. On hea.ring this I oent word to
Sbapleton over in Fogarty's t.hat the D I. wasg mlk.ing along
|that side of t.he atreetc - h - o

-~

Aa Wuson passed txhe door of Fogorty's, stapleton atepped
il.nto the street behiud him and shot. him through the nape of
the neok. 'I’hat was the only ghot fired and it waa p.'lain t-.o

" me tnat W:llson was deod before he hit the grmmd- _-f .

) I ordered the attacking party t 1eave the toun at onoe.
We got out through-an exit at the aide or Fogarty'e, on
tPrough the Cogiien Estate and along. ‘the Diinktérron road for
. about 300 yards. ‘v!e then turnoﬂ mto a byroad leading to
Killea.- At this at;ago Stapleton compsed am" wo had to carry
hf.m a couple of milea unt:ll we redched his cous:tn's plaoo,
Traoey'o 1n mlea. Thio was a ratiguing Job as he was a b:lg

L man, over. 15 atonew eight;

e
'f

Stapleton recovered in 'I'racey's and ma able to Jom os .-

PR at a mea:l. there.” After a rest wo went on to Hoont K:lnnane ona

;v sI'opt there for the n:lght. Next day, a young priest, Father
- Quinla.n, led us ‘across the Nenagh-Borrisoleigh Toad and ‘

direotoa us on tho my to Upperohureh, .whioh wve reached that

evenmg.
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In Upperchurch ve learned for the riret time of the

happenlnge m Templemore dietr:lct after the ehooting of D I.

|
Wﬂeon. '.l‘he police anﬂ military 'orecked the town. The, Town

l!nu and a number of eheps and houees, :lneluﬂ:lng Kelly'o, The
Crescent, were burned. The creameriee 1n ceetleiney, k111een

end Loughmore, were a11 destroyed by crown fereee.

et

=L

N ;-their etriet ehronological order, I fina I have el:lpped over
e -_,'.oj'numher of mcldente thnt 1 an anxious. should not be omitted.

uh:lle burn.’mg the Town Hall a Britieh oﬁ‘:l.eer and a’

private eoldier \rere eoneumed m the mmee The orr:leer,

I.'.leut.-Colonel Beett:le, xgae a Dubl:ln man, oml hie fether was e

. member of: the Dubl:ln Corporat:lon. Aeting on the erroneous
,".-.".jimrormtw; that Lieut-Colonsl Beattie had lost his: A4te whue
: ;_'a"titempt:l.ng to prevent the !l'oun Eall frem bezng deetroyed,

o corporntion, then controlled by the S.tnn Fein Fnrty moluding :

Diek Hnlcahy, then Ghief of Btaff of the I.B.A., paeeed a .’
reeolut:lon,\ 1 the ead ofﬂeer'e father.. The aetion of the.
Dublin Corporation left us dtmbfounded in H:ld-'ripperary nnd
wea etmng]y condemned by all of us 1n the I:R.A. vho knew the
faote. I sent a etrongly worded proteet to the Chief of Staff
bltlaming him pertieulerly for having made no ottenpt to £find
out the faete before agreeing to theresolntion of sympotny._ -
‘rhough I heard no more ebout ‘the mtter, I olmye had the :

reel:lng ef‘temrde thet M‘u].oahy did not like me, o].though up

' to that dete we were very friendly. :

Though I heve tr:l.ed to deaeribe evente :l.n th:ls otory 1n

On 7.6.1920, our ‘br:lgade 1oet a very good Volunteer when .

; "1' nlsmy Brett, an- oﬁ’icer :Ln the Drumhene eompe.ny, on thet date

retlzeived e, wound that resnltea in his death :ln a Dubn.n
hoep:lta]. a few ‘days J.ater. About 2 o'elock on 7.6.1920, which
wae a S\mdey, Brett and three or four of the ‘men of his eompaw
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| -'.‘were standing aboul; the vulaue street in Drmnhane vhen they ~
- saw-& Br:l.t:l.sh mﬂ.:ltary orfieer from Nenagh arrive on a motor=-
- b;ke Gutside -the R.I.Cy post. Coming to the conclusion that
. this man bhad brought & dispateh to the police and that he vould
. be return:lng by the saime route in a ehort whne, they decided ‘
"t[;o hold him up'a couple of lmndred yards outside the village.
;Brett had a revolver and he wasg. the ‘only armed member of the
| {party who wa:lted on the roadside for the orﬁeer to show up.
B 'The lattor on his motor bike came along after halr an hour.
He was called on to halt but, mstead, drevw h:ls revolver and ‘
] nred, ahooting Brett through the chest. The officer d4id not

K stop and got back safely to Nanagh

" The wounded man’ was brought ‘by motor ear to the Mater
Hospital, but he da1d not T espond to treatment and vas dead in
two or three days. . His body was brought home. by train to
.| Thurless Weé 'had planned to give him & military funeral and I

_ went into Thurles that night to complete errangements. I wvas
. sitting upstaire in Dvyer's- pubnchouse in the Main St, when
~tvelve police ra:lded the plaoe. I escaped through . a akynght '
" | on to the roof. where I remnmed until I got word that the -
raiders had gone. I 1|-ren1: back again to the room I had left . -
but I wvas there only a short wvhile vhen the pol:lce made another
‘ ‘ raid. I escaped by the eame exit and ‘wade up my mind to get -
’ awe,v from Dwyer'a a:ltogether. The roof of that. house was about
- five feet higher than Molloj's next door. As I got to the edge
g or Dwyer'a roor I slipped a.nd, :l.n falling, went right through
the glaaa roor ot' Ho.'lloy's on to the floor of tha shop. 'J.‘he
,'gdropwas neaﬂyse feot and - Ivas badly shaken,  To make
metters worse, ‘the g:laes roof bedly gaehed both or ny J.egs
i causing me to b.‘l.eed m-omsely. Fortmmtely, eomeone heard ‘the
msh and Dr, Barry vas brought to mes ' He mserted nine ~
' ". st:l.tches 1n oy legs and ordered -me to bed toreet. 1,
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Next dajr, I took oharge or the parade from tha railway

" station and headed: 1t until I got outa:lde the toun.' I vas not'
'able to walk any further and got a nft -on the hoaraa as f‘ar |
' ‘_ais the graveyard 1n Drumbane where there was a force of '
._‘mnitary*m occupauon. 1'gave mstruotiona that any man vho
B 'sas liko:l.v to be arrestod should not enter the graveyard and
_ .there was no fir:!ng party at the graveside. That’ night, at
" 12| o'olo..k, a t‘n-:lng party diaoharged three .vollaya over the
' ‘.g_ravo. I ha.d to stay 1n bad ror three or, four days aftamrds.

.-|_

On 2.7.1920, after midnight, I and three or forur Vo.‘l.mtaerf

..f:lrad a mnnber of rifla ahots at Holyorosa R.LC. barracks. L

" The garrison, by sending up Verey l:lghts, aftracted x-ainforce-

T

- _on Rearcross barracks. - R o * SN

ments who oame in lorr:les rrom Thurles. At Holyoroaa Abbey

. these troops aaw 4 man nsmed Hichard Lumley on whom they opened
'fire -and shot himdead. He waa a harmless old man and Va8 on -
R h.ta vay home from a waka m Stakelum'a 1n the vulage of
“Holyoross, - I attended the 1nquest next day uhen ‘the Jury ;
"ret‘urned a verdiot of wum murder agamat. the a.x.c. and .
_mi_ntary who ware mvolved in the shooting. g '

On 9.7.1920 a very sf.rong force of I.R.A. under Ern:le

' b'mney attacked Rearcross barracks ‘which vas 1n the area of

the. North Tipperary Brigade. With my approval, 20 men from the
3rd Battalion, Mid Tipperary Br:lgade, aasiated 1n the ongage- '

‘ment ¢ Otherw:lao I had no part 1n the operation.- Tho building
was destroyed but not captured. k

-

Threa weeks Later t.ha oreamery m Upperchuroh and a cottage

*.\,..thara were burned by Crown foroes aa a repr:laal for the attack

. P

On 30.7.1920, a party of 12 men from- 3rd Battalion wvhich
1ncluded the battalion oomandant, Paddy Kinna.ne, Con, Hioky

. and Tom Gleeaon, Jack Foley, D:lnny Mahonay, Mick Byan,_ the tvo
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_' Whe.'lan brothars and: Paddy Bayle, the 1oca1 postman ‘Who acted
as 8 soout, attacked a fnot patrol which was goi.ng from Shevry
to Upporehureh. These tvo nlaees are about a m:llg and a hnlf

. ‘ apart and the emomter took place rough,ly midway; Tb:a I.RA.‘

party were 1ed by Jimmy Stapleton, whue Sergea.nt Igoe was in .
charge ‘of the. pome. “He and-the three constables with nm
were ameﬂ w:l.th riﬂes; Tha attack took p:lace abont 3 p.m.
a.nd a.n the f:lrat vol.lsy two of tha police were fatally wmmded_
am& the:l.r r:l.fles and about 100 rounds of ammmit.ion ware |
captured. Igoe and the other constable escaped and got safely’
hack to the:lr station. B ;'. c S S

LU A

‘-J‘ o R ;

o Sergeant Igoe had on1y baen transferrad from Littleton
. a day or tuo before. Hhﬂe stationed there he was regarded
- ‘a8 an :I.noffensive mn ‘whose only :lnterest appaared to 'be a )
hoxom barmaid ln oneé or the local pubs. He vas tranaferred )
' from Shevry to ‘.l‘hur].es abcmt a wook after the attaok and his

- . pame will. figure very mnch later on. :l.n th:ls stary,

Inoidentany, he attarmrds becmno the head of the 'Murder
Gang' based 1n Dubnn Castle. o ._'-,":'-;_.» ---'-7-5.*.,.:‘3';;"- g

..‘1_‘,,\-.

. The. orgy of destruction and w:lld bahaviour on; the part |
. of the Crown rorcas around Templemora following, the ahoot:lng .

. '0£DiIs Mfisen :lntens:l.ﬁ.ed the faqling of. terror amoﬂg the

="_'c1vilian popu:lation in the district ﬁlced by these armedﬁ ‘

',.' _ ‘-'lwougana. Th:ls stace of hypertension among the peopla whs

. ‘qu.tckly to berelieved by a per:lod of sansatioml events. .
I think 1t ms on the night after the Toun Hall was 'burned

that a ymmg man named J:I.nm:y Trlalsh startled the town w;lth 8"

- f'story that. an appar:ltion or our Bleaseﬁ Iaay appeared to him
"_""h'at a place enlled Curraheen, hro mﬂes outeide the town where.‘
‘a ‘wall vag said to have auddanly sprung up on the spot on’ -
,_-:';'_wh:tch the vision had manifested 1tae1f. S:lmultaneously,

- 5
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statues or the Bacred Heart in tha houae or a family ealled

- jnwan in the Main Stsy which Valsh had kissed, started to 'bleed’

The people m the locality at once began to flock in hundreds
- to. the acenes or these unusual happenings which in a matter
of g day or two became headl:l.nes 1n the da:lly newspapers,
ot along of. this country, but throughout the vhole vorld.
| ‘“Mi.racles" of all k:lnds were reported and pllgrims started to
: pour: mto Tanplemore £rom all over Ireland and ultimately

. 'from acrosa the water and even America.

Strange to say, the enemy troops who had been 80

. aggressive and active in the area suddenly changed their

-."‘attitud-e, bacommg most :lnofrensive, and in & number of
' .1nd.1v1dua1 casoes- paid homage at the newly created places of
i wo_rsh:lp, The huge numnber of motor cars, charabanes, sidecars
- ‘fra'p's and bikes, B]_B}‘\. from the large number of -exmg'sionists
- who cama__by traips; eaﬁsed;'a big traffic problém vhich w .
" “brigade, sssisted by Noi 'l Tipperary Brigade, decided to bandle,

As brigade comandant, 1 personslly supervised this work inside

:m the town of Templemore for a mumber of weeks, The R. I Cos.
_' - looked on uhne we were 80 engaged and am not shovw any

-ﬂ-resentment at our usurpntion of the:lr nmctions.

Ca

Ot course, mnst or the pilgrims were most anxious to meet

(R 'and t alk to M Halsh, the man responsible for ail the excite--

L mant. Donat:lons were poured upon him. Every movement aotion, ]

and statement o!‘ h.1.s were careﬁaly noted, Myself and some or
B tha 1ea¢ung officers -of the brigede sought and got a private

- "f *intarv:.ew uith him m DPwan's house on ‘the Saturda,y ‘hight after

' ';_ilthe ﬂrst reports of the “apparit:lon" Frankly, we locked upon
< " the whole businesy w:u;n 'sncredulity and the iriterviev only

CE a.dded to that feelmg  Walsh stated. to us, among other thmgs,'
Ty 't.hat as a result of quast!.ons put by-him to the "apparition“ )

5 -‘-f_‘---.;the Blessad Lady md:loatad her approval of the guerilla tactics
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£ mcluding tho ahooting or the B'mk and Tans and R. I.C. and”
i ?:"wished .to »ooe the c.ampaign :lntenaifiod. On:!y for having

_. B , uarned my' coneaguea about thoir behaviour, at the :lnterview,
not a man of us could have kept a straight face on hearing

such-remarks.- I, houever, seized upon the occasion to ‘collect

1, L

| ""'n‘om Walsh some Of ‘the ‘spoils ilideh he was collecting from
SR the pilgrins. On informing him that we badly needed funds to

. oontirma the-cainpaien against the British; especially to buy

o arms and oqu.tment, he read:u.y handed ovar to me a st of

o money which he had m his. poaaession. It amounted to £79 and-
| I'went to Thurles that night and delivered ‘the whole amount to
o tho brigado qua.rtomaster. : o '

" . .l
.

.'.'» . .’ “".—'—‘.

. g

LSO

In the ansu:lng weeks the events in Templemore bagan to

' oauoe ma a 1ot of worry. I vas dat:l.sfied that there was

) noth:l.ng genu:!ne about the businoss and that Walshwas either _
montally abnormal or. a hypocr:lte am!, as a Cathol:lc, 1 did not
| believe that At ohould be ‘alloved. to continue, While most of

»

" " |tho older clergy“in.the county troated the whole affair with

S .:a lot of caut:lon, some of _the. younger priosts appeared to -look
upon Curraheen as another Iourdea and Walsh as a saint. - Two
' develoments, hnwever, mde me tako defin.‘lto ‘action with ths
; |desired reault. ': : : ,-. .

I
Y

-The. p:tlgrims coming to Templemoro, anxious to mke sure

.'of gotting :mto Dwan s house, where the bleed:lng statues were
':_ ‘on view, a.nd to t.he woll :l.n curra.heon, hegan to tip lavishly
E{the I.R.A- man vho' wero deal:!.ng wvith traffio and t.he crowds,
.‘-_jf- with the reoult tbat a- iot of these men, hitherto abat:lous
. and anthusiastio Volunteora, took to drink and boga.n to forget
& that we wers. onga.god m a 11fe and death strugglo for the
Fomtry's freedom j Diac:lp‘.line became very lax in the

e

T compa.n:lea 4n and around Templomore and a rmmber of. mcidents
T
3. occurred which brought no: ored:l.t to the republican canae.

’ F .
‘.," R “ '--. o e L '-.pi'
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,‘ ' apparition and the bleeding statues.

R In tho other end of the hrigade a:-ea, due to the foolioh

behaviour of tho Dean or Cashol, a situation had arison which,

if' unoheoked, might have lod to tho town or Cashel beooming
another Templemore. : Durins t.ho course of a. visit by the
"apparitionist" Mr. Valsh, to the presbytery in Cashel, he
k:’tssed a statue in that house which forthwith began to blced?y
‘I‘he Dean,’ apparent:Lv oomrinced that something oupomatural had
oocurred told about it outside and crowds of peop].e started to
call at the presbytary ‘to see. the. st:atue. For a mnnber of days
" the Dmn etood at the deor ‘of his home with the statue in his
“.arms to givo the sightseors an opportunity of witnessing 1t.

"

Thoso nevw dovelopments oausod me to aoek an interview '

' with Canon M.K. Ryan of. Thurles so that I could place bofore .

him the viows of myaelf and of my ‘brigade st;aff concarning the .

T:holo mattor. My reoeption uas by no' moans smooth and the
Canon acted as if ho was not very muoh impresoed ‘by what I had '

RN sa:ld. : There ‘were reouits, however, and at onoe, so far ag-

Caahel was concerned, beoause the Dean was aent on a few weeko
holidays, whilo from t:ho pulpits in the Archdiocese of Caohol
the congregation soon were advised to be oarei‘ul in p],aoing '
faith in the: gonumeness of. tho Templomore inoidonta - tho

B |.-.-

-y

g .__1,_.;_'~' I think 1 might add that the. Templemoro happenings
o provided a windfall for “the ﬁmds of our brigedes * (:olleotion

boxes on bohalf of tho I.R.A. and Cumann na nbBan broughb in

-',a t:ot-al of £1500 1n contrihutions i’rom the pilgrimo, all of

which money was delivereﬂ to the brigado quartermaster. '

Ebout the end of September 1920, I got information about
a cmall patrol whioh was oyoling botween Barnana a.nﬂ Borr:tso--

' -'llleigh R.ICo ‘posts vhich I decided to. a.ttaok. | x entrusted the
L 'operation to! the control of Jim staploton who, with the

P
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o | -afssistanee of Paddy K:lnnane and about a dozan nembers of the .
- 'f Borriaoleigh cOm;anypith the capt.am, Tommy mman, 4:001: uwpa
: 'position about half a mile from Barnane and behind the fence.

. tlin the tht hand side of the' roagds. The patrol cons:l.at.:lng
. of thres men caze along about 2 oYolock in the afternoon

and a mixed voney of riﬂe and ahotgun fire n'om the ambush-

. Jins party quickly finished the attaok, Two. policémen =
: -_/constablea Noone and nood - were killed and the other man.
-~ [was’ wuunded. The:lr three unes and a ¢couple of h\mdred romd:

or ammit:lon vere. captured. —

:em-y R;an and myaelf armed with two zznes _just arrived

_4n'a moetor ¢ ar driven by ¥illiam (Sunny) HcGrath, Thurles, whé:

H"'_‘theambushwaa over. ' .- S

m:u.tary re:lntorcenema arrived 4n the Borrisoleigh

d:.strict in the course of. some hours after the ambush and,
;while no housea ware burned as repr:lsala, the troops and- local
" poldce oreated a reagn of terror in the area by indulging in
1ndiscr1m1nate ﬁr:lng mto houses and across fielda. 'mese
.' troops. vuited the wen at Currahoen whers they removed soma
- erutchea, scapn:lara and Such mementoes left heh.ind by p.ugrnns
"], They d1a the same’in Duan's. 4n Penplemore and then soms of
S them, dacorat!.ns thamaelves with-the religlous emplems, while .
‘) othera, :eisn:lng lameneaa, besan using the cmtohea, paraded |
! arnund tha streetl in mockery of the 'n.u'aclea' vhich were
alleged to ‘bave reeently mm place in the manty.

Some pugrms mve:l.uns in mtor oa.;-a tovm-da 'remplqmore

E .-vnre he:.d up at Barnane and were made to coplets. theu- journay
L with tne dead ‘bodies of the two poncemen thrown across their
' k‘nees 4dn the cara.

[

mpect!.ng mprisals in Borr.‘.soleigh on the n:l.ght after

- . the Barnane ambush, 1 mobu:lsed & detachuent of about 3a men, '
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n:lnstjy mm the moal eompamr, to attaek any mcendlar:lsts
wl who mighl: attempt destmtion 1n the vulage. 'I.‘he n:!.ght paaaed
e o‘ft ‘poadetully and ve dispersed at‘dawns) $hat anbush and the
(5 -;"-' sqquel to° 1t m'a'éticany put, ah end 0. the pugrmage to, -
e 'i‘amplemre am‘l, MeMmtam,,remved a great sonrca or worry
i to myseu ang: the bngada otﬁ.cers. Through: the countn S
; ,1.‘ :I.t soon ‘became domon knw:l.edge that there was something
-aﬂ“ pm-ious abont the wholo 'husineas and the people eeased to
’ - !}ave any ta:lth :ln n-.. g pE

,'.‘s‘;i‘:‘_‘ . | . RAPS he B

' I Amng the peraons who came to ﬂemplemore as a pilgr:un

"1'-'-* was! the Australum A:chmshop,. D ‘Clunes :Ho tad. ‘eome’ over

zrelana bo sae ro;- h:l.maelf vbat eondit:lons were like. 1 7"

. "-'~met hizi 10’ the. town & eonple 6F times’aiif disussed thié: matona:

aitmtion w:lth hﬂm. He m particu:larly mterested 1n the
attituﬂo ot' the I.R.A. tomda the R.I.c. In accordance w:lth
3.2

orders rrom G.H.Q., the ban against any. k:.nd or aesociation

‘ e

w:lth the pol:l.ce m be:lng enroreea very, ri.g:ldly at; the t!me

.....

and Dr. Clune aaked me what alternative we had to offer to -
the men mm we vera aak.lng to res:lgn n'om tha R.I.c. I told
h:lm Ve were orrering nothins; that,va merely stated that their
1Lreaent mait:lon‘wau mng and that aa Ir:lahmen 1t uas the.u-

duty to J.eave the foroe. - '_ N * o . '

-.-.' _-..b . - R S L . 4.- '
‘

: ‘l’he Archhiahop am not seem to th:l.nk that thare uaa much
h|ope or our appeal being smeessm untn the men who reeigned
b{ere compansatad, 1n aome vay, eapecia:u,v by alternat:lve

. q‘_emploment. Ho su:l.d that u‘any of thm agraed to coma to-

Austren:a he \muld gmrantee to ﬁnd them suitabla mrk. >

'_--

I wroté a dispatch to Mchae]. Couzns :lnfoming hm very

e

ly abont w converaationa v:lth Dr. c:.tma and suggested that
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l In the rarst week m Beptember 1920‘, I BOt Wl'd about ‘“
_ R .jn.x.c. patrol consutins ot a aerseant and 2ivé ‘n.:en_‘wh:leh m
T oot frow abitinery 6 Toe Com” s e By
l' ‘cmmtry alons the rippml'?‘m box-der anﬂ there vy o

D e Igood posm.on for 40 ambush along the Touite’ trave.ued by ths
‘ ' ‘ Br:lnsing

VL \‘ . . -,’__,.-. and om.‘.‘.. a

I VA :w.tth 10 Jimylstapletpn, Con Gleaaon, -Terry, mok and Mek Byan

5 -‘__}~é=_ 2 (_Dan) I made an: mapection of the: nmemymea by the ;atrol
o i ,and 3electod a pos:ltion on the' lerb ‘hasd ame of ‘the md, <
) ' 80108 ﬁ'om __"_'_' 14 an'y, behind a number or 1ov banks W
TR ’.{‘ i uttle £6r¢6.vas augnented by about eig_ht men of the loca.l

J and Jarry ltyan v;lth a coup].e of men was :I.n eontrol at the
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kg abbut 243070 8.9.1920, e’ ;ntml appeared, heaaea
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'By the‘aorgeant and a eonntab.‘l.e. 2 ‘;Bha local Vo.‘hmteers had a

4\'

i . Mghmgard ror the sergeant wbo, they told ma, was a very
_-;"'decent m and appea:l.od eo us not to. :ue a.t hzm. ﬁie J.et

;\..'

LR R g -.. ’ﬂﬂt\ﬂup
ena or theas tuo policemen uas read.tng a mspaw a.nd when

"-t'

o)

nmpapar and that pol:lcemnf 911 on the road. Stapletan | )
mil.aseﬁ his mget altogether as the second poliemn Jumpea
ofr the ;road anﬂ ran orr aeross country. He got away sara:ly.
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- Something also vent mng at .rerry Ryan'e end. Howvas to'
deal w:lth theé :lnet two men on the patrol. Hhen they heard the-
_ shots f:lred by Stap].eton and nweelr, they buunded orf the road .

[mto the fields and eleo got awvays - About that momt a meter
-

.': - eapy mn of ch:udren came along trom the Balnngarry d:lreet:lon.

JIi: ﬂaehed paet Ryan and dreve on unt:ll it was held up by the
" _' 'eergeant who, with the eona‘bahle who sccompanised him, Jumped

. on the footboard and began to fire at: asy ordering thedr:lver
‘.tomveorfat theeametime. - ' o h

——

, -The poncmmn who had . tallen on the mad rmnained :ly:.ng

: there after his comrades had ned. We went out to have a’

‘ ].ook at him and, to my- mzanent, he uae unhurt. The bu:l.let

: "._"'which plerced the newspaper went r:lght eereee his tun:lc et the'
ehest witheut tonehing hie body. He appeal.ed for mercy and _

safd’ that ir g:lven a cha.nee he wenld leave the pol:lee force.__

" He was as good as his vord am res:lgned & wiek aftervards, -

His rifle and ammm:ltion vas taken by us, the only epone )

from the engag-ament.

(:omenc:l.ng abont ‘the beg:lnn:lng of October 1920, the
Thurles police opened a. canpaign of violence and terror _
unequaned by anything that ve hed prev:.ously experienced.

1 have always given éredit for this to, Bergeant Igce;. whom _

I havo already méntioned en a preeed:lng pages ‘The pouce,

| ma.sked and disguised, vent around the town and distriet at
night to the houses of- people uhom they knew to be connected "
- with the I.R.A. and, vhere the pereon ‘they wanted vas at home, |

' ’|théy shot him out of band, ° On’the n.‘lght of ist October

eeveral houses were ra:lded by th:l.e muz-ﬂer 831181 orié of the B ‘
'firet being J iy Kennedy. Mr. Kennedy, who was Tewn Clerk

.' and alee the I.RiBs- Centre .ibr .the erea, was not available.

. Iater the same night; the brigade eign&le omoer, Miehae]. "
Cleary, was taken from l-;:le__hmn_e._in Drish, outside Thurles,

-l
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' ;.'; and after a mmber of bullets were poured 1nto ham, he was

| 27
_left for deaﬂ.. Ha recovered, huvever. _--_

It could be proved deﬁnitely tbat Sergeant Igoe waa

praeent uhen Jimy Kemea;y's vas vie:lted. When, dealing with

: "_':'thia po:uee orﬂeer already I em:ltted to mention that, hter -

-:'on,‘ after he: hisa: been ‘transgarréd. to’ ‘Dublin Caatle, I gent two
'['men f::'om ny; br:lgade to Dubl:ln, ‘at the requaat of Michael" |
: 00111113, to mentify him’ for "The 8quad" ‘4n tbat eity. These

two men, Den:la Heeney, tl‘hurlea, and umw Ryan (Patsy),

"-_nlrumbane, am their Job al1 right, but Igoe survived the

' strugg.le.

f On 18.10.1920, Iwent zlnto Thurlee to 569 the brigade ;

] adjutant ‘m some urgent business. o I was going a].ong the Hain .
Sy Eilt. with two gm.a, one of whon. 18 fow iy wife, and her siater.
';. x was held 8P by’ two policemon who asked mé ty name whieh I
gave aa O'Mghan. I was, unarmed and the poliee vere about

-]

O .lto take. me te the barracks whm a group of Volunteers wbo sav '

- 'the mcident enme tomds us. ‘.rhe pouce qu.tckly took their _
: .departure. Next day, I vas going up the mm streot in that : ‘

' town with- J‘erry Ryan At the- comer leading to Weatgate we
. .;not:lced an’ B.I.C. mn named Cramrd, 'uhom e decided to shoot,
N .,Seeing us. pulling the giine when he was ‘about, 20 yards avay, ho .
e qu;lck]y turned on h:l.s hee:!.e and’ ran off towarda ‘the barraoks. )

“‘.
N ;I.

¢ ey ' "‘ - ) v

d:lstrict on the n:lght of 2’#.10.1980,1men they shot M.‘lchael Ryan

and wi.uiam Gleeaon._ . Bydn waa a l.at Ideutenant in the Upper-.'
e _ehurch Cempany and Registrar of the Arbitration COurt. . He was
"'very 111 at t.he time and the police round him in bed at his

r.
e

. [ 4 That night, the dame party of ponee v:l.sited the- home of .nm
-t ! ‘ . . -.' "! i y AN oo .

home 1n Curradurt where they shot h:l.m. , G:I.eeson waa also found

at houne j.n Mnher. Be was brought outside and shot on the road '

v v
.. " A S R

-

'.l’he Tlmrlea pol:l.ce "Murder Gang" visited the Upperchurch
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|- R. I c.. "Hurder Ge.ng“ 'tf there were any more of ‘the crown

st.apleton An Finnahy . St,apleton heard them surround:lng the
plaoe and ﬂim.it:.edl ror them with two guns 1n h:ls hands at the

- ,,‘t.op of & ladder Which led: fro:n f.he kitchen to: t.he loft. where‘_ '
he wds sleeping A One of t.he ra.lders actually had put hia .
foot on t.he first rung of the ladder t'.o ascend 1t. when' ho -
-changed nis mind and tnrned baok. After that they departed.

Aft.er leavmg Gleeson's. the R.I c. raid:lng party

*a,fcallea at the hone of the: battalion ¢olmanaant, Peddy Kinnane;

Fimmhy ' BHe, was absent.. but h!.a brothera. Jimmy ann. Jerome.

' both active: Volunteera. were eaught in bed: ‘ They were taken
"iin t.heir night attire into the yard end ordered to go on'
‘-.. the:lr knees. . Realislng the fate that awaited them. Jimmy
wnispared to Jerome to mke a run ror 1t. and' mstant.aneously
:Sthey voth Jumped to their feot and" dashed off in. the darkness.
~Jimmy got e].ea.r may but Jerome was. ahot. through the lung.

He got. into &° p_otato garden. where he hid among’' the stalks

nritil the raideré. depaftéd. . Tt was some hours ‘later bafore
- he was found. &nﬂ after bei.ng t.reated by Dr. Pouer,

13

N .Borrisoleigh. he\was ramoved to Thurlea Hospit.al wnex-e he

' recovered.

1 think 1t waa 1n the last. week of Got.obar t.haf.
Bergeant ﬂurley. f.he friendly policeman referred %0 earlier
on, gave me. a ls.at'. conta.tn:ng t.welve names of promment

Apeople who- had been marked dowi ror shooting by t.he Thurles .

. _-'rorcea shot. 1n the !murles diatrict. . Ily own name headed

.‘ this l1ist and, aither secord or third was Dr. Harty. -
Archbishop of Cashel. #hose palace in Thurles adjoined the

_'— callege grounds. o In the rirst t.hraa was Joe nclaughney,
\"-::dmper and a8 ataunch republioan. .;' ¢ d_qn't_; recall the namss |
"':,»_'of the others. S e

o
PR o



On receiv!ng this 1:|.st. I mde a: secret v!.eit. t0

-Cenon M.K. nyen. P P.. Thurlee. end mformed him of the |
de.ngereue peeit.ten ef the Arehb:lshop. '.D Hart,y wee never
: _ preminently Mentified w!.th f.he mnvenent. fer Irleh Inﬂependenee
ann was elweye very guarded in eny publ:l.c prenouncementa made
. by him in eennect:lon with the et.rugg].e I. theréfore,

| assumed that he hed no idea t.hat he’ was, merked down for the
' vengeenee of the "'!lurder oeng" and. t.em ell this to Cmon
Ryan. me cenon beceme very upaet -on heer:lng whet I had

to eey. "He tried to ebteln an assurance from.me that
_neth:lng weu.m ‘ocecur ereund murles wh:lch mig;t. ham t.he .
,Archbishop. but. I fim).y aeeered M.m thet eoneideratione ,
‘ 5"ef thet km woum not cause. eny leeeenlng in the activ:l.ties_

' of the men under oy commnﬂ :ln Thurlea o¥. elsewhere. . The )

- poor mn was 1n e very dejected anﬂ diepleesed mood when
1 loft him, S

. .7
o

N ‘The lsf. Bett.elien bm@:t eff a niee ceup on
.'-51.10.1920 bw capturing Lit.tlatm R.I +C. berrecks wit.h all
its erme.md eqe;pment. I ean give no accurate detaue of
_ the material so. seized. ) The opereuon turned out to be a
' relative.‘l,v eﬂmple one,. due to the fact that. one of the
, garrleon. L B:I.eck and" Tan. ,wee ‘bribed by the bettelien
_eommandent, Jarry Ryan. to collaborate rrem inside. and he
o-operef.ed 1n ‘the formletion ef the plens to capture the

T ..

L
LI I v

' _ Ryen eeleeted ebout 50 men emd with revolvere
- 'Who eseembled that mming -in Oﬁxeerre'e publiehme ,
. ;direet.'ly ecroee tne etreet from the barrecke. . Between

' 1 e.nd 2 p.m, :I.n the et'ternoon, et. & given aigne.‘l .t‘rom

: the Bleek and 'ren co.unboretor. the I n.n. perty ruahed
_ ecross the etreet. t.hrongz the open deor of” the berrecks '
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and had secured control of the place before the other
policemen inside knew what was happening. After
securing-the arms, the raiding party burned the building
to the ground. | '

The reaction to the capture of Littleton Barracks
by the British forces was instantaneous and vicious.
Parties of police and ﬁilitary ralded the countryside,
paying particular sttention to Littleton where they |
burned the oreamery and looted.and burned shops and
houses, including the home of Jerry Ryan. On that
night Crown forces broke the windows in the offices
of the "Tipperary Star", a newspaper which frequently
eriticiged their behaviour, and the windows in Joe.
McLoughney *s drapery shop in Thurles.

On 28th February, 1921, one of the Thurles
Conpanies was drilling at.Loughtagalla on the
outskirts of the town, about 60 men. They were
warned of the approach of a number of lorries of police.
One of the scouts, while running to notify the men, was
seen and fired at. He kept on in his efforts and was
shot dead. ' He was & young Volunteer named Thomas

Kelly who lived in Mitchel St.

Bearing in mind the list of persons that
Sergeant Hurley had given me about & week before,
it occurred to me that the "Murder Gang" might raild
the Archbishop's palace: on the night ofqthe capture
of Littleton Barracks, and, to intercept them, I
took a party of about 15 men into the college grounds at



52,

10 pims As nothing had happened up till 2 a.m. I thon withe
drewv. The party broke up into groups of three or four men

and vent up the Main St. to "Mixey" 0'Connell's. Re was with
us himself and admitted us through a s3ide gate into the rere
of his shop: Just as ve were about to go in through 0'Connellf:
back door we heard the dreaking of glass on the street and
rushed out to find that the windows of Joe Moloughney's Qrapery
shop had been smashed, This had‘ been done by two R.I.C. men
who had flung bombs through the windows. They had cleared off
as soon as they heard us coming, dut had been seen by one of
$he Volunteeors who had left us at 0'Connell's gateway to go
home. We all went back to 0'Connell's wvhere a few of the boys
had a couple of drinks. Though it was not noticed until next
day, a bomb had also been flung through the fanlight over the
door opening into 0'Connell's bar. Nono of the bombs used by
the vandals exploded. I think ve went to_ bed 1n & store at
the back of 0'Connell's premisese

Expecting more trouble the next night, ve assembled 30 men
armed with rifles and revolvers. I took about 15 men into the
college grounds again and Jerry Ra@n vas in chargé of the
remainder in position in the Mall. Probably more than & couple
of hours had elapsed when a scout wvhowas koeping an eye-out
around the towm came to me with news that windows were being
broken, but he was unable to locote the exaot place where it
vas occurring. I made up my mind to investigate and, leaving
about seven men near the cathedral, I led the r est across the
bridge for about 20 yards into the Main St. vhere I got them
extended across,@ch man lying prone 4t the firing position.

At the same time, I sent Michael Egan, vice-Commandant, 2nd
Battalion, with vord to Jerry Ryan that the enemy were ahbout
the tovn. Egan wvas carrylng a revolver.

As wve vailted ve heard some commotion in the distanco and
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I advanced cautidusly on tip-toes to try to discover what vas
causing it. I had gono about 50 yards when I heard my own men

. -eallings/"They'ré coming”. I doubled back and orderad the

party to follow me back to the bridges It was not too dark
at the t:.me -ang ag 1 eroseed ‘the parayet of the bridge 1 .

‘noticed .vhat geemed to be & group cong;'egated in the Kall about

20 yards away. Suspecting they were policemen, I ordered
three or fowr men next to me to fire into them with rifles.
We fired only two shots each when the group soattered and ran
away up along the Mall, One figure, howevex-, came towards us
and he turned out to bo Michael Egan, vhom I had sent with
the message to Jerry Ryan:; While.on'his way, EFgan wallked
right into a farty of _-pol:lee congealed at the entrance to a
side street. Except that heo was deprived of his revolver,
this lucky man was pot otherwise the uoree of his experience.
He was being quest:loned by hiscaptors as ve opened fire.

.In their retreat the police -ran r.tght past.the positions

. occupied by Jerry Ryan's party: For some .inexplicadle reason,

he ordered his men to withhold -their fire, which they did.
The police made no effort to come ba.ck but, :lnstaad, continued
to run out from the Mall uver the raﬂm line and across the
fields to their barracks. They ;nuat have got'a bad fright
since, in their flight, they dropped dozens of hand grenades

‘which were being picked up for days afterwards, Two of them

who were wounded were conveyed next morning to the military
hospital in Tipperary town,

Coming towards the end of October 1920, an attack, for
vhich elaborate preparations had been made by the 3rd Battalion
was cancelled by me at the last moment. This was to be an
attempt to capture and destroy Shevry Barracks which was held
by about 1§ pol?l.eanm. Details of the layout of the barracks
had been supplied to Jim Stapleton by a local postman, Faddy
Boyle, who pretended friendship with the police vhile, 4n
reality, he ‘was an intelligence officer of ours, Boyle
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delivered letters to the police and used visit the barracks.

: Stapléton, wnb was in charge of all the arrangements,
had picked about ... Of the best men in the battalion for the
attack. Aproximately 25 of them vere armed - most vith rifles
and some with shotguns. The remaining 15 men he intended to
use for the conveyance of bottles of petrol and paraffin oil
from égéigﬂﬁgzﬁtééeunﬂs where this material was to be stored,
to the barrack grounds. The fences around the barracks had
been levelled to the ground except on the side facing the
Thurles road.

The sole hope of thiq operation being a success lay in
burning the bullding and forcing the garrison to come out and
surrender. Stapleton proposed to attempt to set the building
alight by bﬁrsting a hole in the roof of a one-storeyed linmney
vhich protruded from the back of the barrack parallel to and
about 15 yards from the road fence. There was a water tank
at the corner of the linney and the main wall which could be
avalled of to break the roof as a couple of men standing on top
of the tank could get well up along the linney roof vhich they
could break with hammers and then pour petrol and paraffin
into the interior followed by bombs.

The attacking force mobilised at Upperchurch at about
5430 peme I joined it and watched rehearsal exercises in that
village. During these exercises the party met with its first
mishap - a spraying machine, vhich it was intended to use for
distributing the petrol inside the limnney of the barracks,
got clogged and could not be got to vork again. We moved off

from Upperchurch after 9 o'clock that night and reached Bhevry
about 10 o'closk.

Before starting operations, I vent on & reconnaissance

of the barrack grounds with Stapleton, as I was anxious to
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8ee for myself how the plans vould be lik,e;y to work out.

I at onca saw a sorious defect in them, The ground betveen the
road fence and the wvater tank wa"? overlcoked by a big loophole
cut in the main wall of the building. While 1t wvas quite
possible to sneak over this stretch of ground before the
assault began, there was little hops that it could be used

once the loophole was manned, as men attembting to cross it
vould be under rifle fire and grenade splinters. Any hope ther.
-was  of making the operation go according to plan depended on
this stretch of ground being freely available to the men -
carrying the supplies of petrol and paraffin, Since this

was not the case, I could not conscientiously agree to men being
expogsed to s.uch a big risk and ordered the abandohment

of the attack.

Eight or tem doys aftervards, we prepored for another
operation in the same locality vwhich alsc turned out to be
abortive. A single 1orr:f was 8t1l1l bringing rations and other
supplies froﬁ Thurles to the Shevry police. About 9.11. 20,
an ambush vas prepared at Ballyboy, outside Upperchurch, to
attack this lorry vhich usually vas ca.rrying a mized foree of
police and soldiers numbering betveen ten and twelve. A horse-
cart vas placed across the road to act as a barricade and the |
attacling party, about 15, were mostly belonging to the
Upperchurch company. I was in chat;ge nyself.

At about & o'clock in the svening, just as the lorry was
approaching the harric&de, one of my men accidentally discharged
. & shot. This alerted the driver, a highly competent one, too,
who was known to us as "Jock", On hearing the shot, he
a@ccelerated the vechicle vhich ;:rashed its vay through the cart
and then drove off at top speed. Thoughv e fired several shots
the enety had no casualties. This incident wvas reported in
the nevspapers as having taken place at Roskeen, but the site
of the ambush position was in the townland of Ballyboy.
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In the latter end of Hovember 1920, the capture of
Kilcommon barracks was planred by Ernie 0'Malley, G.H.Q.
officer. Kilcommon was in the Horth Tipperary Brigade area;
but O0'Halley's plans involved five brigades in the operation.
The North Tipperary Brigade wvas to hold the roads leading ¢o
Ellcormon on the Menagh-Limerick side against cnemy reinforce-
mentss the Mid-Tipperary Brigade was to hold the Templemore=
Thurles roads South Tipperary Brigade wore to hold the encmy
coming from Tipperary Town, while East and 114 Limerick
Brigades vere to dere;nd the. roads leading up from Limerick
city and county to the south. For tha actual attack itself
only men experienced in preovious engagements were to be used,
it vas generally considered that this operation night lead
to several days' fighting and ve were all buoyed up in
expectatjon of being involved in the biggest fight of the
Black and Tam var. R

I‘Neiything wvas ready ard the att;ack:l.ng party wvas assembled
vhen it ves announced that the attack hod been called off.
Ford had reached O'Malley and the officers vhom he had selected
to assist him in the engagement that in the house adjoining
the barracks an old lady of nearly 90 years was iying seriously
111. it was intended that the attacking party should seize
possession of her home and bore from there into the barracks.
The old lady was the mother of "Pakey" Ryan of Doon, vho was
prominent in the republican movement.

I estirate that there must have been wel) over 1000
members of the I.R.A. mobilised for the attack. George
Plunkett from Dublin arrived in Upperchurch just as I was about
to move out of there to my own position. He wanted to come
with us, but as he looked very exhausted, I succeeded in
persuading him to go to bed, pointing out that he would be in
Plenty of time next morning as we expaected the fighting to
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last a couple of days. HNext day when I met him and told him
vhat had happened, hevas astounded. Hé could not uydegatand
uhy so big a project had been alloved to fall thﬁough Just

because ﬁn old voman was ill. “She could have been shifted”,

he said, "and in any event she had not very long more to live",

On 1.12.1920, & party of masked R.I.C. travelling in two
motor cars and believed to be under the control of Sergeant
Igoo, rajded Heagher'!s in Amnnefield about 10 o'clock. The
only man in the house at the time was the head of the household.
Hed Meagher, then about 60 years of age. The intruders
searched the house, drinking some whiskey vhich they found in
a jar in a room. One of the girls, Kathlesn Meagher, pulled -
a mask off the face of one of tham, but she could not recognise
him. The raiders took Ned Meagher out into the farmyard vwhere
they ordered him to go on his knees and say his prayers. He
declined to do S0, saying "“I'm not afraid to meet my God".

At that very moment somebody dowvn at the road whistled loudly.
The police, taking the whistle as evidence of a contemplated
attack by the I.R.A., made for the motorc ars and drove avay.

On the return journey, the police party entered the homs
of Michéel Leahy, ¥allaunbrack, wvhere they found a card party
in progress, which included Thomas O'Loughlin, Killinan.
leahy and 0'Loughlin, both Volunteers, were brought cutside
and fired at. O0'loughlin dled in a fev hours, but Leahy,
though badly vounded, r ecovered.

After the raid in Meagher's, Annefield, the o0ld couple
left the house altogether and went to live with Mrs. Meagher's
gister. All the sons were 'on the run', and the only person
left to look after the place vas the eldoest daughter, Mary.
'Bhe left the house at night but returned during the day time
to milk and feed cows and look after pigs and poultry. Within
& week subsequent to the police raid, a party of Auxiliaries
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from Templemore orrived in a tender. They selzed a .pig and
ell the pounltry they could lay their hands on. Two or three
of them then grabbed Mary Meagher and threw her inte the tender
vhich wWs then driven off. About half a mile dom the road ¢h

there wvas a sharp bend and on the fence on one side was a

hedge. The Auxiliaries ordered. Miss Meaghor to have the hedge

“eut on their return and then ghe was flung from the lorry into

a8 dyke on the side of the road. BShe ignored. the order and

' went back to her homs .

A fev days before Christmas 1920, a big enemy convoy was
attacked by about a dozen men at Collaun, about tvo miles from

».Dorrisoleigh on the road to Nenagh. 'rhe I.R.A. party, all

from tho 3rd Battalion,vas led by Jimmy Stapleton and were

equipped with rifles. The convoy consist;ed of 15 lorries

carrying approxmately 150 men.

L

The attaciing forée held positions along the ridge ofa |
long defile about 300 yards from the road over which they had
such complete control ﬁimt they kept the convoy pinned down®
from about 9 a.m. to 3 pem. Owing to their l.éqk of numbers
the attackers could not take :E‘uriher aggressive action and,
with their ammunition running short and the possibility of
being taken in the rere by enemy reinforcements, they withdrew
shortly after 3 o'ecloek. They had no 1ossés ani I can't say
if the cnemy had any or not.

That engagement at Collaun was the first of a numbér of

others at the same place. Ultimately the enemy ceased using
.that road altogether.

.

Following decisions taken at a Brigade Councll meeting
held early in the Row Year (1921), units of the br:l.gade vere
in a nuber of act:lona on the night of 14th January, namely
at Shevry, Roskeap end Holyecross. In the two first-memtioned
places the operations were under the command of Jimmy Staixletm,
vho arranged for the snlping of the police stations for
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several hours, drawing heavy return fire and 1é6ts of bomb
throving from the garrisons.

In the case of Holyeross the police barracks was sniped
from about 11 to 11.30 p.m. in the hope that the police there
might be indueced to send out a patrol which it was planned
would be at Galbertstown, 14 miles from the barracks. I was
in charge here myself. About half a mile from our main
position we had hung a strand of strong cable diagornally
across the road in the hope that 1f a lorry came along it would
be diverted by the cable to the right hand side, where we had
the wall removed; and over the side into a field which was
about 20 feet below the level of the rdad_. ‘I had posted five
men with rifles behind a fence 60 or 70 yards from the road
where the cable was hung and, on the same side as where ve
hoped the lorry would topple into the field. My idea in doing
so was that in oase a cycling force would come instead of a
lorry, this party would open fire and by rearguard action
try to lure the enemy to follow them into the position where
I wvas waiting with. about 25 men carrying rifles and shotgums.

After being there all night there was no sign of the enemy
and, about daybreak, I dismissed the men. Eight or ten of
these came from around Holycross. They were making thelr way
home across the fields and were about to cross a wooden bridge
at a point where another road from Thurles to Holyecross skirts
the river at this bridge when they almost collided with a party
of soldiers vho had come on bikes from Thurles. There was a
quick exchange of shots as both parties retreated, but nobody
was hit on either side.

On l4th Janvary also, the first steel protected and wire
covered military lorry, with which we afterwards became very
famiiiar, appeared in our brigade ares. It was travelling



along the Borrlsoleigh-Nenagh road wvhen 1t was attacked at
Ross, two miles from Borrisoleigh, by five or six members of
the Borrisoleigh Company armed vith rifles under their captain,
Tommy Kirwen. The troops, who dismounted, returned the fire
vhich lasted for a conpla of hours when our men withdrew.

It was reported a.t the time that three soldlers were munded.

Two important develo'pments took plsce in the first
fortnight of January 1921, the holding of a meeting with a
viev to the formation of the 1st and 2nd Southern Divisions
and the starting of a flying column in the Mid-Tipperary
Brigade, The meeting in question was at Glanworth, between
Fermoy and Mallow in Co. Cork. As far as.I remember, Seamus
Robinson presided. Others whom I recall as having been
present vere Liam Lynch, then 0/C. Cork No. Brigadé; Sean
Hegarty, 0/C. Cork No. 1; Dick Barrett, Charlie Driscoll (both
Corimen); Donnchadh Hannigan, East Limerick; Con Maloney and
Matt Barlow, South Tipperary Brigade. It was announced at the
meeting that Liam ILynch and Ernie O'Malley had been selected
by G.H.Q. to command the 1st and 2nd Southern Divisions,
respectively, and it was also explained that, in future,
the brigades for vhich Divisional Headquarters had been set
up would have no direct contact with G.H .'Q. A resolution
passed at the meeting called upo:; G.H.Q. to issue an order
requesting the two Limerick City battalions to distribute
vhatever arms and ammunition they held among the active brigades
in Munster. It was wellknown to us that the Limerick City
Volunteers held a good number of rifles and some .303 ammunitior
of vhich they had made very little use in the struggle up till
then. A “pep" talk was given urging the less active units to
intensify their operfttions against the British troops so as to
bxjing relief to areas in the south, particularly part of Cork,
where the enemy was applying heavy pressure. I do not think
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that the Divisional staff really began to function for a good
while after this meeting, bﬁt I cannot say definitely:vhen
they began to do so.

The formation of the Mid-Fipperary Brigade flying column
wvas agreed to at a brigade councll meeting 'held about the
middle of Jamuary 1921. Wa Fo. 1 Battalion, was
appointed column leader and no other officers vwere sgelected.
The column numbered about 30 strongs .each man had a rifle and

most of them also carried revolvers.._

Thé c¢olumn assembled for the first time at a vacant house
in Forgeetown, .wh:l.ch became better known afterwards as "The
Barracks". According to my own reckoning , this happened on
22,1.1921. I was present myself and remained with the men
that night in -"The Barracks" where we slept on beds of hay.

Ve had information that police, using a tender, occasionally
ratrolled the road between Kilecooley and Killenaule and
thought that this would be a good opportunity to try out the

column in its first operation.

About 8 o'clock next morning ve set"onf for Twomileborris
having breakfast on the vay at Coalfields. The site selected
to attack the t ender was near Gortnahoe which ve could not
x_-each until the following day, s0, to avo:ld the risk of the
police getting to hear of our intentions or to learn of our
'présence, we decided to wait till nightfall around Twomile-

" borris. While there I got a dispatch f£rom the brigade
adjutant requesting me to meet him that n:lght at Iarry Hickey's
in Thurles as he had some urgent communications to send to
G.H.Q. which he wished me to see and sign. I weat on to

Thwrles, armed with a’'revolver, vhile the column proceeded to
Gortnahoe where they found billets.

The actual site chosen for the attack was in the townland
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of Portstown. Here a trench was cut across the road and on
the right hand side of the road coming from Gortnahoe, the
column, nov reinforced by seven or eighé men from the
Gortnahoe company, took up positions overlooking the road
trench. Around 3 o'clock in the afternoon, instead of a
police tender, soldlers in a private car and a lorry and
numbering about 16 or 18 men came from the Gortnahoe direction.
The two vehicles were about 50 yards apart and the private car,
which was leading, ecrashed into the trench and was at once
subjected to a heavy fusillade from the rifles of the column
men and the shotguns of the local Volunteers. Most, if not
all, the occupanis of the private car vere either killed or
woundeéd. The lorry pulled up about 30 yards from the trench
and the troops in it quickly dismounted and brcught & machine gur
into play on the attackers. Twenty minutes of interchanging
shots went on vhen a second machine gun opened up. This was
brought into use by another lorry of troops which had arrived
on the scene, and had just come over the top of a hill %00
yards from the trench. On seeing the reinforcements, the
c¢olumn leader gave orders to his men to withdraw. The terrain
which he had to use made retirement difficult as it was flat
boggy country providing little cover. I inspected the place
8 few times afterwards and vondered indeed how our lads managed
to extricate themselves without even having sustained a single
casualty.

There is no doubt vhatever that the enemy had heavy
casualties in the Poynstown engagement. It.vas officially
admitted that the losses were two killed and three wounded,
but information given to us by soms of the local police put
the number killed as tvelve.

Exactly one month after the ambush, five farmhouses in
the vicinity were destfoyed as a reprisal under the orders of
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Colonel Cameron, officer commanding the British troops in
the area and whose headquartars were then, I think, in Fethard.

.. My going off to meet the brigade adjutant very nearly led
to my capture anddath. I made my way into larry Hickey's &os
arranged and was walting upstairs for my colleague to put in
an appearance, when a scout who wvas posted to watch out for
enemy raiders shouted through the letter box of the door that
a force of R.1.C. were searching "Mixey" 0'Connell's house
next door. I waited for a while, thinking that if they found
nobody im O0'Connell’s, the police might move off. Word came
after avhile that they had gone. Concluding that 0'Connell's
Place might now be safer than Hickey's, I went out by the back
door to get into 0'Connell's back yard. The wall separating
the two yards was about 8-feet high and I had my breast just
on the top of it when I heard the order "Hands up"i{ In the
light vhich vas shining on me I could sge a figure sitting on
top of the wall a few yards awvay from me; he was a guard whon
they had left on the place. As I was leaving Hickey's the
scout, again reporting through the letter box, shouted that
the main ralding party wvas returning. Apparently the man by
wvhom I vas not confronted was left to keep an eye on
developments at the back.

On being challenged I dropped back into Hickey's and,
crouching as low as I could, I ran down under the shelter of
the wall to the lower end of the yard. The guard vas firing
after me. From the corner into which I had e rouched I had a
clear viev of my opponent. I drew my revolver and fired four
shots at him. He quickly disappeared from view. Without
delaying, I seized my chance and from the yard ran down the
garden and out into the Mall. I went on to Barry's in Turtulla
where I stayed for the night. On examining my overcoat, I
found that it had been penetrated by shots several times during
the drief encounter. Next day,. I heard that the policeman
involved was wounded by my return fire. ILater the same day
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I rejomed the ﬂying éolmn vhich uas on its way to

"_Castle:l.ney, outside Templanore, to put up for the night.

At daybreak we started to mrch in the Gort;rabag direction

and as the morn:lng advanced, we narrowly missed being surprised
by a strong, military detachment on bikes going from 'remplemore

to Templetuohy. However we vere not seen by the troops who

were actually :ln search of us at the time. On reaching Temple~
tuohy theyw ent on to Moynard vhere, at the castle, the colmnn
had halted for a rest on the previous morning As this
military force approached Moynard Castle, they advanced on 1t
in skirmishing formation and it took them four hours to cover
a stretch of half a.mile and wvhile they did so they kept up

. strong machine gun and rifle firs on the castle itself. Of

course, they had all’ their trouble for nothing.

In the meantime, ve were continuing our Joﬁrney to
Gbrtrabeg and, about a mile from that village, ve met the local
company captain of ﬁm Volunteers who was sent ;Lnto the_ village
to make a note of the movements of the R.I.C. stationed there.
He returned after three or four h;)urs reporting that he had
Seen no police moving about. .

The coiumn resumed its march and reached Killee where
billets were found. In tﬁ'e- morning we crossed the Devil's Bit
Mountedn into Glenguile where We again billeted. The following
day we marched to Glastrigan and spent the night there. The
loca;. Volunteers brbught. news that extensive raids by military
and ﬁol:l.ce had taken place that day in Glengulle where we had
put up the night before. .Spending only one night in
Glastrigan, we went on to Drumbane where we met Jim Stajleton,

a man who was alvays anxilous for a fight, bﬁt he had no

suggestion to make as to vhere t':here was a suiteble opportunity

to encounter the enemy.
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About this time, Jerry Ryan had left the flying column
to take over a new post - organiser of Ddil Courts in the
Mid-'ripperax;y Constituency. His place was taken by Mick Small
Ryan was in Thurles attending to his new duties vhen he vas
arrested. _

Small continued to move the column through the brigade
area until towards the end of March vhen the Brigade Couneil
decided to disband it t emporarily. It had proved not quite
suitable to the area: First of all, great difficulty was
being experlenced in maintaining such a large body c;f men and
then, though several attempts were made to waylay enemy
detachments, these all proved abortive except in the case of
Poynstoun. S8ubsequently, the brigade flying column never
came together as such. Instead, in each of the three battalior
& number of gien were picked who could be quickly mobilised for
any t.::peration and this arrangement lasted until the Truce.

About February or March 1921, the Holycross Company ,
acting on information recelved, made a raid on Major
MéCalmont's home at Mount Juliet in Co. Kilkenny, commandeering
two private motor cars for the purpose. Themidwas under
the control of John ﬁyan, captain of that company, and was
carried out without my approval. However, it resulted in
the capture of a nice little arsemal - one .45 Colt automatic,
three .45 revolvers, some sporting rifles and shotguns, a big
quantity of ammmition and a pair of powverful field glasses.
Though I admonished the men respons:l.ble for -going into another
brigade area without my consent, I felt that the material
selzed should have been taken long before that by the Kllkenny
men themselv‘es and that vhen they falled to do so they did not

deserve to have it returned to them.

On 22.2.21, Jimmy Stapleton, who was now vice-commandant
of the Mid-Tipperary Brigade, had about ten men, all from the



3rd Battalion, on a queat for enemy convoys. They were
having a meal during the afternoon in Ryan's of Ratheardon,
a townland between Borrisoléigh and Templemore, when two
tenders travelling from Borrisoleigh were heard coming in’
the distance. Thg troops in these vehicle; were Auxiliaries
returning to their base in Templemore and as they went along
they were firing shots in all directions.

A defile traversed at the b&ttbm by a river separated
Ryan's house from the road by a distance of between 300 and
%00 yards. On hearing the shooting, Stapleton rushed his men
out and took up position; around the house. When the tenders
came abreast of these positions on the main road, the I.R.A,
party opened fire, vhich was quickly answered by the
Auxiliaries'fbr about five minutes. They then drove off
without any attempt to approach the attacking party. The
only casualties vhichr esulted were one Auxiliary wvounded and
one pig killed in Ryan's yard. ’

In the last days of February 1921, one of the Thurles
I.R.A. companies were drilling at Loughtagalla on the
outskirts of thé town when several lorries of police
attempted to surround them. Tpere wvere about 60 Volunteers
on parade but they all managed to get away‘safely. One young
Volunteer, Thomas Kelly, Mitchell St., who‘was running to
warn his comrades of the approéch of the lorries, was fired

at by the police and shot dead.

Following that shooting incident, things became very
lively around Thurles for a while. Tvo natives of the tbwn
and both ex-British soldiers - Jamesﬁgﬁggz; (*Rockam" ) and
Patrick Meara ("Swordy") ~ had been under observation by the
Volunteers. Both men were intimate pals and had been mixing
8 great deal with the R.I.C. and Black and Tans. They had
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been seen, too, hanging around country roads in the vicinity
of houses vhere "wanted" men were fed and sheltered. A number
of raids carried out in the town and district by the R.I.C.
Were attributed to information supplied by these two men.

On the day of Jerry Ryan's arrest, they met him as he was
leaving a house in the town and saw him enter another house
nearby. Theywent away, but shortly afterwerds a force of
R.I.C. came along and halted a short distance from where Ryan
was visiting. He was.not avare of their presence as he emerged
into the street and was held up and taken prisoner. He had
nothing to.Mchte him in his possession, but he was sent
to an internment camp on Splke Island.

I cannot say nov vhether it was the arrest of Jerry Ryan
or the shooting of Tommy Kelly that -led the Battalion Council
01’ the ist Battalion to ask for permission to execute as spiles
Meegher and Q¥Meara, I gave authority for their execution.

It may have been on 1st March 1921, that the two of them,
while sitting on Turtulla Bridge, were captured by Mick Small
and members of-the brigade column. They were taken across
the fields to Ballytarsna where they were informed by Small
that they were about to be shot as sples and if they wished

to have gpiritusl attention it would bs forthcoming. Meara
did not answer, but Moagher became very abusive, Both men were
then told to go on their Imees and say their prayers. FKeither
of them did so, and Smwall then ordered the firing party to
proceed with the execution. From what I vas told aftemrds,
Meara was silent as he faced the f.tring squag,

The wusual notices were pinned to the

bodies of both men ammouncing that they had been executed as
spiles by the I.R.A.

Reprisals for these executions took place on the night of
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10th March 1921, Five masked and a rmed policemen raided the
house of larry Hickey, publican, Main St., Thufles,,when they
found the owner in bed. He was ordered out in his night
attire and when he reached the head of the stairs he was
tripped and throwvn dovmstairs by an R.I.C. man named Jackson.
In the fall, Hickey's neck was broken and he wvas in great pain
at the foot of the stairs when Sergeant Enright, vho was in
charge of themiders, shot him dead.to put an end to his agony.
Hickey was a welllknouwn republican in Thurles, and a detailed
account of his shooting was given to me during the Truce

. perlod by Sergeant Enright himself.

While theraid in Hickey'’s was in progress, another party
of masked@ policemen visited the home of the Loughnane family
in Mitchell St.,; Thurles, and shot dead in bed William
loughnane. This man along with his father and three brothers

vere active members of the local I.R.A. company

On the same night, the Barry homestead in Twrtulla, a
short distance from Thurles, was entered by R.I.C. men in
disgulse. They were looking for Denis Regan, & workman anda
rrominent I.R.A. man. He had hidden in a couchette in the
house and when the police could not fingd him, they ordered
Michael Barry to come with them, as they were going to shoot
him instead of Regan. Barry had no connec¢tion with the
republican movement and Regan overheard remarks made by the
ralders. Rather than see his employer suffer 6n his account
Regan left his hiding place and gave himself up. Barry was
then r eleased while Regan was led into the yard where the
police fired six or eight shots at him. Though very seriously
wounded, he survived and is still hale and hearty. He was
treated by his employer's brother, Dr. Barry, who was then in

practice in Thurles and vas alvays ready to answer a call
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when needed by the I.R.A.

On 29.3.21, a party of three Volunteers, attempting to
raid the office of the Petty Sessions Clerk in Thurles for
the purpose ¢f destroying Dog Licences and other Court records,
were surprised by an R.I.C. patrol. The raid was not an
official one and was made on the initiative of the three men
involved. of whom I am able to remember only the names of
two, Jack Harty, Holycross, and James McLoughney, Thurles.
The patrol sent word of the interception to their own and the
military barracks and in a short time Harty and his two
companions, who had managed to get out of the town, were
being pursued across fields by policemen on foot and several
lorries of policemen and soldiers. Mcloughney was shot dead
after getting as far as Gormacstown, four miles from Thurles;

the other two eécaped.

During the months of March and April 1921, the R.I.C.
stations in Dovea, Drombane, Holycross, Roskcen and Bhevry
were sniped repeatedly at nighttime by members of 1st and 3rd
battelions. The value of this type of operation was shovn
vhen the enemy decided to evacuate the stations altogether
towards the end of Apiil. The police were no sooner withdrawm
than the buildings were destroyed by the local I.R.A. companies
A new enemy post had been established at Castlefogarty earlier
in the year where a detachment of soldiers were stationed
and most of the R.I.C. wvho were taken out of Bhevry, Rosksen
and Drumbane were transferred to Castlefogarty. The building
here wvas a big mansion situated well back in the‘fields amid
wooded country. Heavy barbed wire entanglements were fixed up
by the garrison among the trees for a good distance from the
mansion. In the secluded location where it stood it was almost
Impossible to keep a track on the movements of the garrison
about the g rounds, especially after dusk. It was, therefore,

a 'post which wvas difficult to approach and too risky to attempt
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In April 1921, the brigade suffered the loss of its
adjutant and engineer, Michael Kennedy and Denis Heaney, who
were captured in Horse and Jockey by a force of R.I.C.’ The
-apprehension of the latter could not have been more timely
from the enemy's point of view and why he was not shot on the
spot is a2 thing I often wonder about. He was a university
gradvate and had qualified as an engineer at that time.

He had made a special study of explosives and land mines and
had been engaged for weeks prior to his arrest in the manufact-
ure of mines which we hoped to use on the roads against enemy
CONvoys.,

It was then very difficult tog et suitable explosives and
material to make such mines, but after a great deal of trouble
we had managed to get the necessary supplies. G.H.Q. had sent
us a quantity of "war flour", electric detonators and cable.
The casing - 6-inch steel piping - and 6-Volt batteries were
obtained from hardware shops and garages in Thurles. A
*factory' had been set up in Forgestown. Heaney had actually
made & few mines before hewas caught and a number of positions
vere selected in the 1st Battalion area 4in which they were to
be laid. There was then no other man available vho possessed
Heaney's knowledge of these contraptions or, for that matter,
who was capable of properly laying or exploding a.miné by means
of an electric charge.

As well as being brigade engineer, Heaney was also acting
brigaée intelligence officer., Shortly before his arrest
I'nad asked him to compile a 11st of loyalists o be shot by us
43 a reprisal for the shooting of any more of cur supporters
by the R.I.C. or military. This 1ist was found in Heaney's
possession when he was being searched after capture; and

accompanying it was correspondence that made it very clear why
the 1list had been prepared.
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Among the police who were present at the time were some
of the individuals who vere kmown to have partic:!pated in the
7mu:rder of republicans and 1n1;o whose hands I would not care
to 'have fallen at any time. Heaney's guardian angs:_l. mst have
been doing a bit of overtime when he was not shot there and
then.

Hot long after the capture of Heaney and Kennedy, we had
a visit from the Director of Organisation, Eamon Price, who was
accompanied by our new Divisional Commandant, Ernie O'Malley.
They summoned a Brigadse COyncil meeting wvhich was held in
Florrie Harrington's, Ballytarsna, Thurles, and I think it was
at this meetlng that Andy Donnelly and Mick Hynes were appoint-
ed as Brigade Engineer and Brigade Adjutant respectively.

Price was on a tour of inspection in the south of Ireland.
He interviewed all officers in the brilgade from the rank of
com;ﬁany captain upwards.

I do notr ecall any r ecommendations having been made by
these two senlor officers as regards changes or improvements
in thea dministration of the affairs of the brigade, except
that a reg.ular brigade headquarters should be established and
that a dajly system of commmication should he brought into
existence between companies and the battalions and hetween
the battalions and the brigade. In order to implement these
tvo recommendations, we constructed a dugout in Forgestown
Which served as brigade headquarters until the Truce, and
proceeded forthwith to put the daily system of communication
into opergtion. This involved a certain amount of organisation
and explanation to the cémpa.n;r and battalion officers. HMen
in each company area vere detailed to take the dispatches,
bikes had to be provided, lines of commmication re-examined
and a timing system introduced to check against possible delays.

Perhaps I should hsve mentioned earlier that the prineipal
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idea behind the daily dispatches was to have a full picture

of the day-to-day happenings inech company area at battalion
and brigade headquarter?,'aé'nmst only a day behind such
happenings, The company captain was obliged to report on the
movements of the police and milifary-qithin his area, to give
details of ralds and searches, arre;%s, assaults, burnings;
shootings and any other kind of activity in which enemy forces
were involvéd, The report also had to contain particulars of
the company's own activities, and wherethere was nothing to
Teport, a “"Nil" report had to be submitted. Candidly, I don't
th;nk ﬁpe nev system proved to be anything better than whaf
was already in operation, when, in addition to the ordinery
weekly reports on parades, drilling, arms strength, enemy
movements, each company captaln was required to ensure that an
urgent q1spatch'was Sent to his battalion headquarters when
such matters as a suitable chance go attack enemy forces arose.,
In turn, the Battalion 0/C. was expected to report at once to
the brigade headquarters anything which he considered warranted
thé immediate attention of the officers there.

One definit9 effoct which the dally system of dispatches
had was to divert the attention of the brigade and battalion
office;s from military activities proper for a period because of
the time which these officers had to d evote to the lntroduction
of the system.

When I met Ernie O'Malley at the Brigade Council meeting
at Florry Harrington's blace, I made the suggestion to him that
I.R.i. forces should enter and takh over possession of the town
of Thurles for one night, at least. I was kean on this idea
for reasons of prestige, apart from the fact that if the
operationwas well planned it might enable us to inflict heavy
losses. on the enemy. I told 0'Malley that I would be able to
put into action all the men in my brigade who had experience
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of meeting tﬁe encmy under fire and for vhom I hadarms, but
that Ti1¢ we should bereinforced by the South Tipperary
Brigadoe flying colunn under Commandant Dinny lacye. This was
8 vell-equipped force over 30 strong, ocach man having o modern
riflo. O'lalley, though he listened very carefully to vhat

I had to say, never aftervards got in touch u:lt:h: ne about it.

Another novw idea whichwms introduced into the brigade
during the Spring of 1921 was the holiograph for the transe
mis &ion of messages. Joe Dwan, battalion ongineer, lst Battn.
made & 3pecial study of this kind of apparatus and actually
constructed four of them. Ho trained about ¢isht men of the
Boherlahan conpoany and they becamo very proficient in thoir
use, However, it took someo time to achieve all this andl the
Truce camo just vhen theso heliographs could be of practical
valuo €O us.

About Iy 1921, the Thurles R.I.C. tricd out a new
deception in tho hope of being ablo to inflict damaging
losses on tho I.H.A. Parties of police, attircd in I.R.A.
fashion and nurbering about 20 men, went at night time on foot
into the districts of Horse and Jockey, Littloton and
Eoycarkey. These partiles wore alwvays led by the notorious
Sgt. Ewaight, a FNorth Eerryman and an ¢z-Canadisn soldier.
Elscecent éid rot require a pgreat deal of changing to mako it
rathor asimilar to thot of the Tipperary people. A fevourite
dodge of his was to kneck ot 4 house ovred by people of
rerublican sympathies ard protond to the ovmer or his fanily
that 4 uas/ "Loeohy and the bhoys® vho weore outcide and that
they vere looking for somo "wanted" I.l.i. mon. Theso tricks
never vorkod p @S tho ciﬁﬂmn population wvas teo wary to
dizclose anythirg they .lzncw until they were vory sére of those
to t;hom thoy wore spesking. .After about four abortive. attempts
the police pgot wisc to themeelves and abaﬁdoncd the idea
oentiroly.
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Sergeant Enright then figured in another form of
activity. About once ort wvice a veek he led about a dozen
policemen on patrol from Thurles into the country, varying
the itinerary each time. Mick Small made en e ffort to engage
this patrol on the Mall road, half a mile from the towm.
With a force of 25 men he waited there for about five hours
but without r esult, as‘ the patrol did ﬁot come out,

In or about the same fortnight tvo more efforts made by
8mall to engage the police were also unsuccessful. Informae
tion had come to him that a detachment of R.I.C. vere to
travel by train from Thurles dovn to lLimerick Junction. BHe
selected Goold's Cross railwvay station as the site of the
attack for which he had the same men as were with him at the
Hali road in Thurles. Three or four trailns passed, but there
vere no enemy forces travelling. He next tried to intercept
police at laffan's Bridge station and again he wvas disappointet

late in May 1921, Jack Scott, Commandant of the 2nd
(Templemore) Battalion, with 15 or 20 men held up the Dublin
train between Templemore and Lisduff and removed & quantity
of Belfast goods vhich they burned on the spot. After this
Job vas fin{.s_l;ed the l.R.A. wore moving through the Castleiney
district vhen they encountered a detachment of military.
There was a brief exchange of shots and the engagement vas
broken off wvhen the military resumed their journey. |

In June 1921; the Auxilieries, vho had been stationed in
The Abbey in Templemore, were withdrawn and sent to Cork. I
had got nevws on the previous day that this was going to cccur
and I sent an order to Scott to burn the vacated buijding,
an extensive mansion owned by Sir John Carden. Tile order mg
carried out the night the Auxiliaries left; a couple of
companies of the 2nd Battalion ;art:lc;lpate&.
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- On 28.6.21, the attack on Borrisoleigh R.I.C. Barracks
took place. This was the last blg scale operation against
British forces that occurred in the Mid-Tipperary Brigade area.
The decision to carry out the operation was taken at a Brigade
Council meeting some weeoks earlier and the preparations and
pPlans were left in the hands of the Brigade Vice-Commandant,
Jim Stapleton. He decided to rely almost entirely on men from
the 3rd Battalion. | '

The barracks, garrisoned by about 20 policemen, was a
semi~detached two-storeyed struoture. It was gdqoined by a
publichouse and shop belonging to Michael Meagher. As a‘.
precaution against Meagher's house being used by the I.R.A.
in an attack on the barracks, the authorities had, months
before, sealed off the upstairs room in Meagher's premises
that abutted from the dividing wall between the two houses.
We had learned froni some source that I now forget that the
police had placed a number of mines in that room.

The precautionary measures of the police prevented
Stapleton from resorting to the most usuﬁl methed employed by
the I.R.A. in assaults on R.I.C. posts that were adjacent to
other houses - getaccess to the roof of the hout;e next door
and from there burst the roof of the ba—rracks so that petrol
or paraffin could be thrown through the broken roof followed
by bombs or lighted torches to set the police station in flames
As an alternative, Stapleton decided to try the “"Allowee" bomb.
This was a bomb made by rolling a stick of gelignite between
the hands into the shape of a ball. A detonator with a short
length of fuse affixed was then inserted into the gelignite
and a coating of sticky mud, locally ealled "Allowee" was
plastered over the g elignite. 'This mud retained its adhesive
qualities for two or three days after being removed from its
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natural source. This homb, in the hands of a competent man,
could be throvn with accuracy for a distance of up to 50 yards.
The fuse, of course, had to be 1lit by a match or a lighter.
The bomb stuck to wvhatever it hit and exploded., Stapleton
reckoned, and correctly so, that if he could succeed in getting
enough bombs stuck to the barrack toof, the explosions would
blow off the slates. With the slates removed he believed it
should be possible to set the barracks on fire by showering
bottles of petrol through the openings in the roof into the
interior of the bullding, followed up by mud bombs which,
on bﬁrsting, wvould cause the petrol to infiame.

The mud bombs were made in the Seskin district in the days
immediately before the attack. There was no shortage of
gelignite,detonators and fuse and the mud casing was to be had
in abundance, so that hundreds of them were prepared. The
petrol was also plentiful emough and over 30 men were assigned
to the task of filling the bottles from tin containers which
were to be stored in the church grounds, 50 or 60 yards from
the barracks. These men would bring the bottles filled with
petrol from the church to & yard at the back of Meagher's
house in which the menselected for the throwing of the bombs
and pottles of petrol would operate. This yard had a front
wall that ran in a straight line with the back wall of the
barracks and a side wall whichwas a continuation of the gable
of the barracks. It Joined the barracks itself at the gable
and the back wall and was immune from rifle fire or hand
grenades since no loophole close enougﬁ to the corner had been
cut which would enable the police to shoot or throw anything
into it. Access to yards was protected too by a wing of
Meagher's house.

The main roasd through the village of Borrisoleigh passed
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in front of thé barracks opposite which were flelds. A party
ten

of/riflemen were detailled for positions behind f ences 1n these

fields for the purpose of keeping the police engaged while

the assault progressed from ther ere.

The roads between Borrisoleigh and Nenagh, Templemore and
Thurles were heavily barricaded and trenched in many pleces
by the local I.R.A. companies. On the Thurles road two ambush
rarties awaited reinforcements at Inch and Ballycahillj
e
another ambush party waited on the Templemore road at
vhile eight or nine men vere placed at intervals along the

Nenagh road to snipe r einforcements.

In all, I would estimate that between 400 and 500 men
participated in this operation. Stapletonwas very thorough
and careful in his preparations and most confident as to the
oﬁtcome.

‘ I Joined the party who were assembled at Seskin
manufacturing the mud bombs on a Sunday evening, and it was on
the following Tuesday night the attack occurred. It started
about 11 p.m. with a burst of rifile fire and then the bombs
were thrown. I was in the yard engaged in the latter job.
Broken slates from the roof were soon flying all over the
place' and bottles of petrol were going in dosens through the
roof. HNot alone was the top of the barracks a mass of smoke
and fire, but sheets of flames were also running down along
the outside walls of the buildings. For a time 1t looked as
if there vas nothing to prevent the ettacks from being a
success. Requests to surrender were shouted at the police
évery now and again; but each time. there was a derisive ansver
of d efiance.

The assault continued for hours. At times we stopped,
thinking that at last there was nothing left of the building,

.
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but with each relaxation of our efforts the flames would
gradually die out. .'

The garrison at no stage showed any sign of waverihg. As
the night wore on their rifle fire was as brisk as at the start
and Verey lights continued tp be aen.t out in the hope of
attacting reinforcements. '

I don't think it was far from dawn when Stapleton
suggeosted to me that we should withdraw, He then saw no hope
of capturing or even burning the barracks and hews also
thinking that reinforcements might soon arrive from Templemore,
enly five miles distant. I agreed with him and we abandoned
the attack. The signal to r etire was arraﬁged to be the
ringing of the church bell in Borrisoleigh Chureh. This was
chosen by Stapleton because he lmeﬁ it would annoy the local
‘parish priest who was strongly opposed to us.

The retiral took place along the Pallas road., A good
number of the men who, like myself, were ‘on the run', stayed
in billets four or five miles from Borrisoleigh. Expecting
reprisals might t ake place around that villege, I went back
the following day with a force of about 30 men and waited
outside the village all that day and during the ensuing night,
but there wds no sign of enemy forces misbehaving themselves.

I then left the locality for brigade headquarters in Forgestown

Just a short time before the attack on Borrisoleigh, a
labouring man named Patrick m%, who lived in a labourer's
cottage in Mount Kinnane, 14 miles from the former place, was
taken from his home at night by a party of I.R.A.men under
the local company captain, Tommy Kirvan, and shot as a spy.
Kirwan was in charge of the firing party. The executed man
had been associating for a good while before with the R.I.C.
He generally left his home at night and met the police in
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Borrisoleigh where he d rank with them in the pubs. A number
of varnings had been given him that consorting with the enemy
might have fatal consequences for him, but he ignored these

warnings.

m home was in a locality that was much used by
'.'-wa'nted"r I.R.A. men vhere theyreceived food and shelter.
Raids m2de by the enemy on houses frequented by I.R.A. men
indicated that :lnformat:l.on-was ooming to the police from some
person residing in the neighbourhood. The fingeo of suspicion
paturally pointed at ueagher and, vhen hepeclined to desist
from assoclating with the police after having been warned to
do so, I had no hesitation in approving of the s entence of
death which had been passed on him by the local I.R.A., offlcer:

On the same night as Borrisoleigh barracks was attacked
the R.I.C. posts in Gortrabeg and Templetuohy were fired at
by members of the local companies and, on the next day, the
police barracks in Barnane was sniped by Barnane Volunteers

assisted by a few men from Borrisofarneye.

From 18t to 1llth July 1921, my time was spent at the
brigade headquarters in Forgestown where most of my time was
devoted to routine matters affecting the aiministration of the
brigade. . | '

I have been asked if we had any r egular "agents' among
the enemy forces in the brigade area who co-operated in
intelligence worke At no time during the period from 1914
to the Truce had we direct access to inner secreta of the
I.R.A. or military heodquartero, and only an.odd. polliceman
here and there gave information of any importance. One
outstanding example was Sergeant Hurley,.-the Corkman, who
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: :
was stationed in Thurles. Though the mails werez:aided in
all part.s of the b;r;ga_de area on numerous occasions, I do
not remember a single instance where anything of value
ytas unear:thed by the censoring of letters taken in these

ralds.

Signed s JM Z/w.&;?
pate: 37 St iast

. —

Witness: ﬁ'{,\ﬁm
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APPENDIX 2,

List of companies and company captaing in original

Thurles Battalio

(1) Ballycahill - Captain Phil Purcell
(2) Boherlahan - 8 - Pagddy Leahy
(3) Borrisoleigh » =  Michael Small

(4) Castleiney - » - Jim Duggan
(5) Clonmore - " - Martin Deegan
(6) Drum - " - Phil Fogarty.
(7) Drumbane - " - Tom Ryan

(8) Glengole: - . - Johnny Norton

(9) Gortnahoe - o - Mick Bartley

(1®) Holycross - ° - John Ryan

(11) Inch. {The Milestams) . - Jerry Ryan (Big John)
(12) Inch (The Ragg) - Michael Ryan

(13) Killea - ° - John Fogarty

(1)) Loughmore - “ - Eamon McGrath

(15) Moycarkey - # - Jerry Ryan

(16) Moyne - @ - John . Fanning

(17) Templemore =~ " - Thomas Hamnley

(18) Templetuony - " - Jack Hynes

(19) The Commons - " - Michael Kealy

(20) Thurles - # - Patrick Ryan (The Brigadie
(21) Twomileborris n ‘- Paddy Hayes

(22) Upperchurch = " - Paddy Kinnane,

Officers of origg al Thurleg Battalion:

Commandant - James Leahy
Vice o = Ned MeGrath
Adjutant - Matt Butler

/M Sefin Sullivan.
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APPENDIX %.

Officers of No., 2 (M1d) Tipperary Brigade.

Brigade Commandant - James Lenhy

" Vice: Comit. - Michael (“Mixey") O'Connell
0 Adjutent = -  Hichael Kennedy .

LA Quartermaster - - John Cormack.

Michael 0'Connell was. arrested: in June, 1919, and
was replaced by Ned McGrath, who acted as Vice Commandant
until the end of 1920 when he was arrested. McGrath
was succeedéd by Jim Stapleton, who filled the post up to

the .Truce.

. The: Ad jutant,. Michael Kennedy, was arrested in April,
1921. His successor was Michael Hynes.

The. Quartermaster, John Cormack, was arrested
about March, 1921. Michael Dwan, who replaced hinm,
acted only for about six ér seven weeks, when he was taken
prisoner. Thomas Meagher, Annefield, was then sppointed
and he earried out for the remainder of the: preriod of
hostilities,
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APPENDIX 3 (contd.)

Battalion Officers No. 2 (Mid) Tipperary Brigade.

3

0, 1l Battalio rleg):

-

/

Commandant - Jerry Ryan, who filled the post
untll January, 1921, when he
was appointed organiser of D1l
Courts. He was succeeded by
Mick Small.

Vice Comdt.- Mick Smaell, up to January, 1921,
then promoted Commandant and
replaced by Michael Eustacs. The
latteor was arrested a week later
and my brother Paddy took his place

Adjutant ~ William Donnelly.

- UM - James K. OtDwyer, who was
arrested in January, 1921,

followed by Phil Shanahan
who Heéld the post until the Truce.

No, 2 Battalion (Templemors):

Commandant. - Jack Scott

Vice Comit.- Michael Egan '

"Adjutant - James Russell
UM - Joe Ryan.

No. % Battalion (Upperchurch):

Commandant - Paddy Kinnane
Vice: Comdt.- Jack Fahy
Adjutant = Jack Dunne

Q/M - Tom Gleeson.




