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?\'\QENT BY COMUANDANT PATRICK JOSEPH WHELAR,

86 Moibni Hoad, Glaanavin, ‘Dublin,

I was born 1n exford on 10th February, 1896

'Hy father was employed by the cOmmiaaionars of Irish
‘Lights, and, when I was about eight years old, he was

transferred from a lxghtahip off the %exford coaat to the

.Daunt Bock lightship, off Cork Harbour. FHence, at that
' early age, I took up residence at Cobh, Co. Cork.

Cobh was a lively. cosmopolitan -town in thosge days.

" Due to the British naval dockyards at ilaulbowline, the
. military base at Spike Island, and the constant prasence

of British naval vessels and sailing ships of many
naticns, there was full employment. Cobh could,
therefore, be properly described at this period as baing

& very prosperous town indeed.

The dockyard at Haulbowline absorbed anmally

.forty to fifty boys as apprentices to the various trades,

boys between the'ages of rourtoen_and sixteen having to
pass a British Civil Service examination held in Cork,
It was the ambition of boys (and thair parents) to get
this examinat:on and qualify as naval dockyard
apprentioces. Honca{ in dus courae.-I found myaoif a '
bOileroaker'a apprentice at His Hajeaty'a.QQckyard.
Haulbooiino, in Beptamber l§ll.a€ the ago_of flfteén.

' Cobh undoubtedly had a big pro British elenment;
nevertheless it boasted a small but whole-hearted..

* branch of the Gaeolie League, of which I becanme a member
" 1n 1911; - After classes, we had Irish dances in the
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hall at Cobh, and in 1913 or early 191, I well remember

one. of our teaéhersi r. durphy {(who was a -national.

~ teacher) .calling for attention during a dance; to tell us

abuut the organisation of a company of Irish vOlunteera
iih Cobh,  Enthusimotic atteniion was given, and the COhn

B company vas formed there and then, '

In due course, near}y_every man and boy in Coth

‘joined the Voluntaers, and at one time the doﬁpaﬁy was

- probably five hundred to six hundred sirong, Wooden
rifles were made localli. most of the material being

surreptitiously obtained in the dockyard, Haulbowline.

'2hqéa dummy rifies were 1sgued to the men of the compagy,

and training was conduoted with grqah enthusiggm,

All of our lnatructors were ‘British navy or Britisn '

army men. mostly old men - to me, at least, thsy appeared

- old. 1 -can well recall one old British navy zag, naged
Jiohn Garﬁe, exhorting his squad. of vhich 1 was & member.

-

to *mark time, l1ft them up, théy'll fall down themselves®.

. ‘Meny a good laugh he gave the qqﬁad;

Now, 1 suppose we of the Irish Volunteors were
the answer to the Ulstey V@luntaers of Bir Edward Carson ﬂ'
at that period, but, as ﬁistory ﬁrdved. we were never

- ¢alled upon to battle with our fellow countrymen of the
‘Forth. Rifls drill with cur wooden rifles, foot drill
'and route marches were hha order of the day. together

" with oocasional pip talks frnn Volunteer organisers,

ineluding one from 8ir Msurice Moore. So ﬁe drilled
and drilled, but never did we handle a real rifle, or
see a rifle range.- I used wonder whether the Ulster.

lads were in the same position: Then eame Septamber’

191k, and World %ar Rumber One.
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-Almoat. overaight, the loyalty of the Volunteers
suffered convuis;onp._ - Speake.x-a and orgahisege. who hed
hitherto exhortéd us to sérviée in holy Ireland's cause,
now proolaimed it to be our bounden duty to J.oin the
British ermy and rush to :'right for the r-readog of small .

nations,

I' well remamhér ‘a hua‘é mee;:lng 1h CObh'. attenfied
by every “man jack® of the company, besing addressed by
speakers who were, in fact, nothing more or less than
voluntary reoruiting officars for the Britiéh army and
navy. Ve were exhorted by one individual to join the
British army and do what he intanded to do, at the same
time exposing a brawny blacksmith's arm which he _bropoaed
to stéep in German blood, in the ceuse of freedom. . He
seomed to be terridly sincers, but, strange to relate,

‘ho paver d1d join the British army or, for that mstter,

any other army.

At this meeting, members of the Ggelic League were
here and there t.,hrougﬁ the crowd aml, bafore some of the
gpeakers had begun to s_peﬁ_k. we made 1t quite plain we
414 not approve, and left the meeting in protest;  About
geven of ué. all Oselic Lenguers, were all that were in
opan opposition to f.he demand mada for mdruita- for the
British army. That group of seven, the coré of the
Gaelic League in Cobh, were destined to be the mucleocus

" of the Irish Volunteers (later the Irish Republican Apmy)

.‘.B Cobh,

After that meeting, the l_rolunt.eer company in Cobh

- dwindled to a fraction of its former strength, and, from

that date, there exlsted two distinot groups of Voluntears,
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one owi.ng allegianee to John Bedmond. the Irist: ?arty

leadar in the British Houae of Commons, the ot.her. the
Gaelic League groups, ‘of’ wh.tclx I was a membar aml which

was, mmerically,; the gma_ller._ * Our group ,consist.ed of

Hichsel Lénhy, 0/C, Jamas Aherrié {(later killad_' at
cxoiaﬁi;x_t in February 1921), Jack Stack, Edward Stack, .
David 0‘Brien; Daniel Cashman, Seumas Fitzgerald, Jia
0'Céennall, Jack O'Connell and a few others, whose names

I cannot now reeall,

»

We cont.:lnued our training, and managed to possess

-some 22 m.lniature r:lflas of. nhl.ch we ma.de graat uge,
| _‘ Gvesy Sunday mornins. ¥eo had target pmct.:l.ce in a disused
. QuArYFY,- about a uile outaide Cobh, Eventually, James
" Aherna managed to sacure 8 Lee Bnfleld riflé and

'ammuniudn-. It was probably the first .305 rifie any of us

' had aver bendled, and we €ot a tremendous thrill when it

was produced.

¥ichael Leahy was 8 wﬁole-heated O/C':._‘ ae devoted

. a.u.h_:ls spare time studying manuals ‘on amé.u'ama;

training end infantry tactics. He 1nstruoted us

: ;iccordihgly Ye had shooting competitions avery Sunday.

anﬂ all of us hecame very proﬂc:lent on the range. b ¢

‘remembar Dav.ld 0'Brien proving himse.‘lr the moet. eonsistent'

r:lne shot. After mnge m-aetiee. we 1ndulged in

"-1nfantry tactics. and . en:oyed advaneing in ragga-:l ruahes
‘from. the right or left; as the fandy took Mick Leahy. .

uick, at that perlod, was employed as a fitter m
Haulhowline doclqrard -

. ‘Time marched on; and we eonumwd our tra:lning
In dus courae. the loeal R.I1.C. hecnme 1nt.arasted. and,

one Sunday, when at range practice. a Sergea.nt. and a
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’COnstable appeared on the scene. ‘- We made ourselves

" gearce, and no arrests were made. A few Sundays later,

we were engaged on tactics in the flelds. & gertain

ditch was occupied by an 1magipefy-enemy. We were

-'divided into two sections. I was in charge of one}‘ We

advanced alternatively, as per Mick Leahy's orders, and
eventually arrived at a position from which the final
charge was to be made. On the order, “fix'bayOnets.

charge“, we roared like madmen and made for the ditch.
hell fbr 1eather.. Inagine our consternation when.

lLright 1n front or ny section, two R.1.C. men Jumpad up

on thé ditcht‘ They made no at;empt to catch any of‘us;
nor did we molest them. We were all well known to then,
of eourse, and the afterczath was the arrest of ¥ick Leahy

and Jack Stack.who found themgelves in Frongoch prison.

-'Qn Hick Leéhy’s.arrest. I was appointed 0/C of the compan&

" until his ralease some mobpths later. e were now in the

latter half of the year 1915. | The strangth of our

_ company at that period was about twenty.

That memorable and gloricus year 1916 arrived, and
found us still s small company of Volunteers, but, by now,

we_algo ﬁadﬂa small.enthusiastic; active group of Fianna.-

* Eireann, together with a real live wire branch of: Cumann

ns mBan. Quite a few of the respected citizens of the

" town were also in open sympathy with us.

On his releaae from Frongoch, Mick Leahy davoted
-considerab&e tine- organlsing Volunteer companies in East

COrk and I had the honour of helping hiz to organise the

: company in Ballymacoda..

Easteg wggk ;2;6 : ‘ .
Baster Week 1916 round us ready %o answer tha call
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,ﬁhaq T pould ?eally gover tﬁg'hﬁll door. v

to arms. He now had six .52 revolvers and a small

amount of smmunition, and one service rifle. ﬁe, from
Cobh, together with Vylunteers from various par%s of Co.
Cork, were ordered to report to Volunteer headq#arters.
Bheares' 8treet, Cork; on Good. Friday 1915. -Dbr ixttle
09bh group of seven Voluntears and about five F#anna.

with what we eons&dered-fﬁil Kkit, marched the fitteen miles

from Cobh to Cork.:arriving at Sheares Street ahout 5 p.m,

Mick Leahy was in eharge of our party. )

-

The Volunteer heaﬂqharters was packed bith nen from
Cork eity and county, and the streets ad Joining Sheares
Street were packed with patrolling R.I.C. mem. | -

' nothtnstand;ng the faot that we had marched the long

Journey from Cobh, we were put on duty scon after arrival.
I well remember being put on sentry duty on the stairs 1n

headguarters, in a poaition to cover the front door in

' case of attack. I was armed with a Hauser rifle, about

which I knew absolutely nothing. Whilst on duty, I can .
vividly recall that noble martyr, Terence MacSwiney,

visit;ng-my post and asking me for the Mauser. : He wanted

1 .

to check for himself if { could be effective'in;the position
1 ocoupied. He knelt on the stairs and satisfied himself

S0 |
Later that evening. saveral of us wera aent on duty

" . in the streets surrounding headquarters. A conaignment

of patrol was expacted. and our Job was to see 1t arrived
aafely. I was in Shoares’ Street by myaelf :exeapt for
about two dozen n.x.c. men. I remember hoping the petrol
would not arrive via uy position. I wondered Lhat chance

' 1 ‘would have with 80 many R .1.C. man arcund. Fhs walked

up and down in pairs, and 1 walled and stood . amohgst them,
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Cobh, bringing our arms with us.

\
|
wondering when I was going to be accosted. 1 :e@amber
asking ono of them for a match to light a cigarette. He
- .- |
gave it to me, and I thanked hinm. Af?er gpou? an hour,
I was recalled to herdquarters. Thank Godt Tha pet:ol

nad arrivad safely by. anomar'route. L
’ |

On Easter Saturday, all of us went to Bonfesaien.
and on Eaater'%unﬂay (or Monday - I anm not quite sure of"
the day), all Volunteers who had bean mobiliaed in COrk
proceeded to Hacroom. I Fecall Carriganima (outsida
acroom) beihg-mantlonad as our ultimate destinptlon. but

we d1d not go beyond lacroom;, ani ware eventunfly fecallea

to Cork, on, I think, Baoter Honfay. I understood that

" the general mobxlisation order was cancelled, nnn 1 found
:
'mwselr back in Cobh the following ﬁednesday of Easter Week.

As far as 1 can racall. ons dia not know then tbat the

1nsurreotion had aetually started in Dublin.

I-hava akways thought that therg wereo ahbut fbhr
hundred Voluntoers mobilised in Hacroom thnt'meﬁorable'
taster, but I do not recall ever having heard-t%e actual
rumber preseni. :wg wore ful;y'armbd,-howavér.iana ready
for -any emergency. We, of the Cobh company, réturned gggf

i

The remsindar of'1916 and all 1917 was uéeventful ,
in Cobh. %e held together, and continued our,%ralpdns.
Thogse of us who were apprentices at the dockyarq. Haulbowlinc
wore not trusted by the authorities, anq I uas-ﬁractiéally
fdle for the last twelve months of my apprenticéship. In
Septémher 1917 my apprenticeship finxahed. and Qt Christias
of that year I went to live in Belfast where myiparents
then resided, my father having bean n;ansfbrred:to a

'lightship off the Co: Down comst. i
1
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Mick Leahy was still 0/C of the Cobh Compnny. and

although 1t - could 11l ba s;ared. it was agreed to let ne -

retatn my .32 revolver and twenty-four rounds of
ammanition. - I vas also given a note of 1ntroduction Lo -.

;the Volunteer leaders in Belfast.

I Joined C. company of the VYolunteers in Belfast,
the O/Cabf‘Wh;ch.wah Roger Mchrle&, nov a retired major
of the_National Army. Roger wes a real live_yira who
velieved in plenty of tactical training. Tﬁis nas .
cerried out on the Cave Hill, Belfast, S ‘:. R

Dnring the gaeneral eleotion of 1918, c. company.

‘qcied ag bodyguard for 6inn Féin election speakers. The-
' _speakers went by brake from meeting to meeting. in the -

Falls Road division, and rather rondy meetings were held.

" The opposition was provided mostly by mill workers - and .
" not the Orange mobs. These mill) workers were .

enthusiastic supporters of Joseph Devlin, the Raﬁionalist

M.P. for West Belfast. At one of the peetings wﬁicn was

held in King Streat, Belfast, 'I was struck on the head ﬁy

a brick and rendered unconscious. When I recovéred. I

was brought to a first-aid station on the Falls ﬁoad,;and'

had.m& 1njury attended to by local Cumann na mBan.

At this’ time. I was working in Harland and wolfe's

. shipyarﬂ. Belfnst.. The conscription campaign waa on then,

and I well ramnmber‘having arguments wilth othar shlpyard
workers on the subject of conaeription and recruitiag for
the British army. . I remember betting that, even though
the 'Coqscrlﬁtion.Act was passed in the British House -of
Commons it'uouid never be enf&réed in Irelend. I also
remepber an argument on recruiting in which I said that
tﬁe"fbur provineeas éave far too many recruits to ph&l»

British army.
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At this timb. I had the pleasure of meeting Joe
HeKelvey, a prominént Balfast Volunteer leader. 1 also
contected Diarmaid Hurley, 8 Bandon (Co. Cork) man, later
to be 0/C of the Lth Dattalion, Cork Ho. 1 Brigade (my
own Battalion), amd O/C of the Hast Cork Flying Column,
Another County Cork man, Sean 0'Sullivan of Bantry, was

also a Volunteer in Belfast. During my stay in Belfast,

"1 rewmember two propobed aﬁms ralds, both of which werse

ocalled off.

About the same period; Hichacl Leahy of Cobh and
¥artin Corry, now Fianna ?dil_T.D. for Enat Cork, ?ere
prisoners in Crumlin Road gaol, Belfast. I visited them

on a few ocecasions.

I retﬁrned to Cobh in 191Y still uiih oy «.32
revolver and ammunition., I tried for a job in
Haulbowline dockyard, but di4 not get it. Kichael Leahy
was relessed in the meantime, and was then working for Mr.
Pat - Hellinan, a motor‘engineé} and mill owner in kidleton,
Co. Cork. tHick suggested I should iry there for a job.

1414 so, and got it. Hence I'found mysolf a meomber

of Bidleton Volunteer company ..

The East Cork area had, by this, been orgaﬁiaed.
Our battalion, known as the 4th battalion, Cork No. 1
brigade,:comprised upwards of thirteen companies,
mmbering, approximately, four huhdred men. migk Leahy
wag O0/C of this hattalion,

On the day of my arrival in Midleton, I had the

good luck to be reunited with Diaymuid Hurley who had

laft Belfast before me and who now had a job Qith a
distillery in Hidleton, Co. Cork. 'Hé‘waa then 0/C,

B. (lidleton) company. In the comparatively short time

he was there (he was killed by British fbrcas'ﬁn 28th



Eaj 19215, he waaﬁtrémenﬂonsi}lpopniaf; and hed a8 _
wonderful company of Voluhteérs which 1néiudeﬂ the best
eléements in the town. Tadné-ﬁanle?; N;f. (now.tne Fine
Gael.T;D.)i Tomda'Q'HOurihéne; N.T., Jbsepn'khe;ne (lafer
0/c, B.'eﬁmpany; and 0/C, Lth battalion, after Diarmiid

| Hurley) were officérd_who were very popular, both with
the men 6f the company and:the peéplé in general. These
men were ever on tha alert to atrike 4 blow at the ernemy
when opportunity offared. - There WAaS - excallent co~ -
Operation-betwaen A. (Cobh) Company -and B.(Hidlebon),'but. '

88 elgewhere, army were woefully scarce.

" Attaek on Carrigtwondll 8.1.C. Barraéks:

: During the month of December 1920, Commandant
Michael Leahy, very ably assisted by the officers of CQbh
and Midleton companiea. plaoned an attack on Carrigtwohill
~ RyI.C. barracks. lﬁaturdasr;night, 3rd Januax'»y"lgzo._ was

fixed for the.attacks_ I

'I,'together with other members of the Midleton
company. was instructed to be at the road Junction at the
uidleton end of Carrigtwonill village at 10 p.m. that
. night, ' Aithough ;,was working in Midlaton, I was at
home in Cobh every week-end. Honce I cyéled to the
assambly boint from Cobh. -

Prior to the attark,; the village ‘was completely
1solated. telephone ani ,'telegraph wire being cut, and

.. road blocks set up.‘ Apparantly, the R,I.C: in

Carrigtwohill beeame eware of this faet. ags, when I was

cyoling through the village, twmo R.I.c. men rushed from

“the fbotpath and grabbed @ man on ahﬁika. eycling about

twenty yards in front of me, The B,I.C. took no nchiqé
of me. and I contimed on my way. I-was.ahockgd to
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" diacover that the man whom the police had arrested was
_'Jackie Higgins of- CObh who was also assambling for the
~ barrack attack. As the police grabbed Higgins. his bike

fell, and he managed to wriggle out of his. overcoat and
-@scape, leaving the coat 1n the hands of the R 1. C. .1
went 'hell for -leather' to the assembly-point whila the

'-'poiice proceeded to their:barréhaé; This 1ncident

happened opposite the barracks. and probably confirmed
whatever suspicions the police may have bad that somathing
was afoot. They probably aid not, ‘however, anticipate an

- attack on the barracks. as auch attacks had not at that

"'time become . 'popular'  As a matter of fact, I think I-am

correct in aaying that Carrigtwohill was the first barracks

in Ireland to’ be attacked with a view to its capture. X

am .sure 1t was one of the first, 1f not the first to be

" taken by assault._

'On arrivel at-;he aséémblj.point;”lﬂwda given charge

of five or six Midleton lads, with ipstructions to detain

E all civilians'und prevent thom leaving the village when the
: attack bagan. I was to trust no oue. and detain. without
”"distinction, any person. man or woman. uho wanted to

'leave the village after the attack on ‘the barracka had

begun. I was armed wlth my 52 revolver. "1 hope you

nsrealise the 1mportance of your job. Paddy", said Diarmuid
.Hurley. “Any one of thoae you let through conld report

the attack to the B.I. C. in mdleton. with disastrous

results to us", I fully realised how 1mportant ay job
was, and I remeaber feeling a bit 1mportant myself It

-~ helped to compensate me 8 little, a8 1 was very disappointed

at not boing at the actual point of attack. .

At about midnight. ths pegce of the viiiage-was



rudely distnrbed by outburats of rifle and revolver fire.
The attack was on. For the first half-hour, I was all on

_ edge, There we were, iistening to the contimious rifle
. rife, with no knowledge of how the attack was progressing.
_After the first half-hour, I remember being satisfied

thnt all was well; the firing was steady and continuous,

. 'and there was no retreat. I began to feel happy and

confident of success. So far ns-1 can remember, we had

. to detain only three men thnt nighc. They lived only a,
'few hundred yards from ths village. and they took thelr
. enforced detention without siving anw trouble, so ay task

was an easy one.

About an hour had elapsed from the time the attack
b;gan. when we heard an explﬁsion. Our lads were after
hloning a hole in the sidae walls of the barrack with
gelignite. Then qame a silence: This lasted so long
that I guessed tho attack was finished. So, instructing
ono-of the men with me to take over, I proceeded to the
barracks. -The_attﬁck was indeed over, and a complete
success. The first two men I met when I entered the
barracks were Paddy 0'Sullivan anq Maurice Moors, both of
Cobh, who were later to join ths Lth vattalion flying ,.
column, Were éaptursd at Clonmult in February 1921 and
executed by the ﬁrician in Cork gaol. 1 knew both weil =

. we were at school together in Cobh - and brave ladg:;hey'.
" were. Paddy had two half-crowns in his hand, "I fohna
- them 1n the dayroom®, said he to me, adding, *What would

you do with tham. Paddy?". "The same as you're golng

‘to do,- Paddy®, said I - and he did.

- About forty men - gvenly divided - between the_

Cobh and Hidleton compsnies took part in the Carrigtwohill ‘
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" attack; this number includes two othor parties, like mins,
" who wére detailed to,detéin‘hny people leabing the village

towards Cobh or Cork. . The British, as they did after all

‘engegements, subsequently announced that the attackers

' puﬁbered hundrgda._

The nen who distinguished themselves in the axtack

. 1ncluded the 0/C, Hichael Leahy, pavia O'Brien. Thomas

O'Shea. Pnddy O'Sullivan and MKaurice idioore, all or Cobh,

. Diarmuid Hurley, Joseph Aherne end Tadhg lanley of
"jisdleton. ' ‘

The R.I.C. garrison consisted, 8o far as I can
remember, of a seréeant'and nine constables. All their
arms were captured, together with a quantity -of ammunition.

After their surrenisr, they ﬁa:e mabcheﬁ; under Volunteer

-'ascdrt. some distance outside Carrigtwohill ahﬁ laft there.

~ Our men sﬁffared no casualties in the fight. -

-

By the time I got to the barracks, the surrender of

the garrison had takan place. and the captured ‘arms and

. ammunition taken uway by Jogeph Aherne and- Tadhg Hanley.

When‘all was over, we dispersed 0 our respective homes.

~ Arrests and'questioning of Volunteers in both Cobh:
and H;dletoﬂ took place the:following week, but the R.I.C..

414 not identify eny of the attackers, althoﬁgh'néarly all
.‘g'of theoge questbnﬂ.took part. Neegdless to say, we were

all elated and proud of our auccess. . e were now the

. richer by nine or ten rifles. revolvers and ammunition.

and the co-operation - and ragard for each other -'between
the Cobn ard ¥idleton companies was considerably

strengthened.

#ichael Leahy and 1 ware back at our jobs in .
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ildleton on Monday morning, as usual, and, whilst we
congratulatad each othéﬁ. we tried to apbear in publie

as 1f the last thiﬁa in the world we would do would be to
attack a police ba;récka.

Attack o C stlemartyr R.I.C Barrac
As pravlously stated, our officers were ever on the

alert for anw opportunity to strike at the enouy, and we

© Were little over a month resting on our laurels after

Carrzgtwohill. when Diarmuid Hurlay decided there was a
chance to eapture Gast}emartyr R.I.C. barracks. This
ﬁag def1n1§61§ a job of quick thinking and quick decision.
It was fair day in Widleton; the date was 9th
Fabruary 1920; and two R.I. c. men frou Castlemartyr were:
seen on duty in Mldleton by some Volunteers. Thia_fact
was reported to Diarmuid Hurley, who iuzmediatoly made :
arrangements for thair captura on their return journey
to Castlamartyr later in the evaning; with: the garrisnn
reduced by thaegse two men. he decided the time was
opportune to attaek the remainder of the R.I.C. 1n
Castlemartyr harracks angd force thelr surremder. It was
ifurley's 1ntent10n to use the two captured R.I.C. to
effect an entry 1nto the harracks rather than take it hy
assault. The captura of the two policeman, Sergeant
O'Brien and Constable Collins, was successfully
accomplished by --tadhg Eanle;, dichael -Kearney and a
fow othera from the Midleton company.

In the meéntime. Hurley sent'uord to0 all availabdble
nen of the Midleton eo-pany - myself 1ncluded - to report
té Churchtown; which 13 about midway batween Hidleton and
Castlenartyr; the latter is approximutely nine milas

_east of Midleton. I duly g0t . my .32 revolver, and
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;:atgemﬁt to gatn-an ehtry.-

_praceetded on my way. .-Wﬁeh I got to Churchtown, Rurley
' uéﬂ alréaﬂy arrived and hnd tried, ansuccessfully, to -

persuadortna two B.Iad.jprisoners to accompany him to the .

dOor:of the barracks a£ Casﬁieﬁartyr." The-time'raé-about

_ 8 p.m. Tha two prisonars wera then datained under guard.'
_.Our party, ahout eight in numbaer, vhan proceeded to
.Pasnlemartyr village. B '

As already stated Hurley intendad to take the '
parcacks by a ruse, using the two captured R.1.C. mea to =

effect asdmittance. Thelr fallure to co-operate threw -

‘a spanper into tﬁe work, so Hurley decided on-a desgeratg'

" gomble - he,wbu;dllmpqrsonate Sergeant C'Brien in an -

' Accompanied by Tomds Hourihans and Joseph Aherne, -

- with mysolf in the rear,- Hurley knocked at the barraek

' _'door, In’ answer to bis knoek, a voice 1nside called out,
' iWho is there?® Hurley replicd, “Sergeant O'Brien!.

. The: door was opened, but only'a faw inches, as there was

a chain on the 1nside, Hurley placeg his root in the

. opening and started to shove. The R.I.C. man on the

1nsidé‘-:00nstahié Lge - now realising what was afoot,

fired with this revoiver;thréugh'the opening.  Hirley .f

replicd with his revolver but, owing to the angle at
which both men were firing, neither could hit'ﬁhe other.

] Aurley then cbmmenced!haeking the chaln holding the.dOOr;“"

with the ﬁutt bf.his revolver. and evantually. with the help

.of Joseph Aherne and Tomds Hourihane, succeeded in firing

open the door and efrncting an entry. - .

thile this vas going on, I was on the opposite

' . side of tha street, and when I saw the door ‘wide open,

:.I dashed across and into the barracka. " In the dayroom
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on the left of the hall.‘Constﬁhle Loe was paeing up anﬁ
dosn, moaning with pain from what appeared to be a
sexrious injury to one of his eyes. In the struggle with
Hlurley, the latter had hit Constahle Lee with his

(Hurley's) revolver butt. As I entered the hallway,

Jos. Aherne was coming out of the dayroom - he carried a
revolver - and moﬁnted the stairs whilst I went into the
dayroom. Constable Lee was a big, powerful man, and,
wounded though he was, 1 remember being eareful to keep
a safe distance from him, in.case he would take a kick
at me. Howaver, all he did was ;o moan with pain and
murmur, “Oh! My eye, my eyel*. Io secemed to take no

notice of me whatsoaver.

After a fow minutes, 1 too ascended the stairs and,
on openin: a door, discovered Sergeant 0'S-ullivan (who
was in charge of the barracks) in bed. He told me he
was a sick man. I noticed a black box beside the bed.

On opening it, I discovered a perfectly new double-
varrelled shotgun which I duly took passession of, 1
had no definite orders at this stage, and was doing my
own gearching for arms, On leaving the sergeant's room, -
I met Diarmnid Hurley and Jos..Aherne on the landing,

both carrying fifles. "o have bqan in thereo already,
Paddy”, said Hurley, indicating the room I had just left,
but I proudly exhibited the shotgun as evidence of what

1 had found and they had misgsed. “Come on, then! We'rs
offi®, said Hurley, but, before he left the barracks,
Hurley arranged for a priest anﬁ doctor to come to the
injured Constable Lee. Surely this actlion speaks voluies
for his (Hurley's) thoughtfulness and humano instincts.

I also remember bim speaking highly of Sergeant O!'Brien
and Constable Collins whe had refused to choﬁerateiin'
the capture of ﬁhair barracks. —




It always puzzled me as to why the other members
of the garrison did not show up. It appeabs that at
least two of them were married and living out, but even
1f Sergeant 0'Sullivan had joined Constable Les in the
hall, it is probahle that, by firing ﬁh us through tha
door, we might not have succeeded in gaining admittance.
He di1d not know for certain how many R.I.C. were in the
* barracks when we arrived on the scené. but, as far as 1
remember, the total strength was two sergeants and seven
constablea. It is more than likely they thought there
was 8 hundred of uvg there, as they were led to believe
was the case in the aﬁtéek:on Carrigtwohill. ﬁctua;ly.
there wars no more than ten of us that night at
.. Castlemartyr, some of whom were engaged solely with the
detention of the two R.I.C. prisomers. Only about half
an hour elapsed hotwaen'Bur arrival at the barracks and
' our departure after its successful capture. We moved
home to Hidleton again. elated and the richer by nine or
" ten rifles, revolvera and ong douhlz-harrelled shotgun,

' The affeet on the moraie of both the #1dleton and Cobh
companies, as well as on all Volunteers in the county,
was immense. We now had two successful barrack

capturqs to our credit, and were justifiably proud of

our achievements.

Intense R.I.C. activity followed. Several men -:

Wwere arrested and questioned, some of whom had actually
taken part in the capture, and others who were not st
Castlemartyr at all. However, no one was identified
by the police, and all were released. It was
perfectly obvious to us that some were known, as no
disguises were used, but, for reasons best known to

themselves, the R.I.C. daeclined to recogﬁise anybﬁdy.

-

-
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I think the enemy report of tha affuir placed the number

of attackers as about a hnndred. Poor aergeanb

O'Snllivan muat surely have baen 1n desparate straits to

: explatn the lose of his barracks.

Attack on Cloyne R.I.C: Borracks:

" The period, gth'Fébruéry 1920 to 8th Hay 1920, was

| unsventful except fbr thorough organisation of oompanies

1n our battalion area - Lith battalion. COmpaniea had
been formed in all .the villages in the area, but except

" 1n the case of Midleton and Cobh, arms and ammunition

ﬁere still]very aoérce; -Hoquer. we contimied our gecret

tréinapg and were. alwsys alest for oppbrtuqities:to

supplesent our stock of‘arms.

?hen came a day in April 1920 when Mick Leahy and
I were working together on a boat belanging to Hr. Pat

'Hanlon. our employer, and Mick confided to me that plans

were being made to attack and capture Cloyne R.I.C.
varracks. He outlined the plan, and honoured me by
asking me what I thought of it. 1 remeaber beling so

"-1mpreased-that I teold him it secmed impoésible for us to

fail. Practically every vOlunheer~aronnd CIOyne‘was to

- be on the. Job, buh tha main brunt of the attack was. once

again, to. b2 borne by xzen from Cobn and uidleton.,
Diarmuid Furley and Hick Lemhy wore the principal planners.

"I asked Iiok how soon thae Job would come off, and he told
me that the date was mot yet finally fized. He eertaihly.

expeeted the capture of the barracks would be no simple .- .-
matter, as the barrack building had beén strengthened to-

. resist attack, by the arection of steel shutters on all

vindows,; front and rear, the nunber of the garrison had
besn inergased, and it was expected that, hfter the loss
of Carrigtwonilil ang Castlamartyr, the R.I.C. would be



~ windows, dirdetly opposite to and a litt;ie. @ore than

'_more cantious anﬁ alert. The plan,” t.herafora. enviaaged

a aeterm:md aeram:a of tha harracks.

i'hs plan of attack was aJ.:_ao ona o'f,determinai.i.on

- to suce.edd.-'am-l as far as I ocould leax"n from kick Leahy,

every possible eom-.:ngeney was provided for. clayns

vulage was to be completaly lsolatea All telephona
and. talagmph wires in’ tha ‘vieinity wers to ba cut, and
all x-oada .lead&ng to t.he village wero to be blocked by

_relled traea.

| Dn t.he moraing of Bth Eay 1920. X recelved orders

to report to the schoolhouse, Jjust ontai.de and on: the
1 ‘uidlaton side of the villags of Cloyme. Arrangements
| nad bean mada for the eomeyanee of rifles to t.he

: sohoolnouse. and. on arrival there, I would be given ny

final 1“3%““10!150 - . -

with Jack Aharnfé ‘of the ilidieton company 'anﬂ
Donal Lea.hy (a brother.of the 0/C, Mick) from t,he Coth
ceampany; 1 was t.uld to occupy a corn stores mme&iat.aly

_opposite the barracks.. Jack and I had rifles; Donal

had o hat.chet. but no gun. Our job was to lmep up’a

. eonunuc\m f;lre on the £x'ont. windowa of the barrack.a

whilst ‘other parues wara trying to effect. an entxry to

. the barmcks rrom oha or both hodses f’lanking the barrack \

mmm The nerve-wracking part of‘ our Job waa r.o
get 1nt.o the stores withm:t bal.ng observed from the :

' barracxs across t.he streat. . Ve wal.ked casually dovm the

village stmt to the storas. and faund the entranca gate

"secureﬂ by a strong iron bar. Fortunately for us, Donal
'Leshy made short work.of the bar, ani we ‘were inside in

l¢ss than & minute. We mounted a stalirs to a room with .



'}_ half the*p;ignt éf_the barracks.. wa ramq#ed'net wire
from the'windpﬁs. and found we could fire at will on all
‘the front varrack windows. ' Jack Aherne took up a
pesition at one window, anﬁ,l_ét the other. Donal
Leahy sat between us..  When all was ready, I gave the

" signal, -®How, Jack!i®, ani weo opened up aihpltaneéusly.
fhe tims was approximately 10 p.mi o

1 remember the crash of tﬁg gl@as.'ang the piﬁg
of our bullets os they struck the steel shutters on the
barrack windows. To me, it was a de;igﬂﬁfpl‘gaunﬁ and
very encowraging. Our rirst‘rour'volleys were rapid
fire, anﬂ thereafter steady anﬁ daiiberate.‘_ I suggested
to Jack to vary his ahots to different winaows of the |
barrack. anﬂ I dld 11kawise. %a were 1n high good
huzour wtbh ocursselves. l'fhis applied ‘also to Donal
Leahy who, I shoculd say, had & nsrve wraeklng time
sitting betweon us, as he was unarmed. excapt for the
hatphet. The R.I. c., of coursa, returned our fire
vzgorouSIy. 1 recollect one bullet dialodging the
plaater from the frame of the winlow through which I was
riring.

After éﬁout thfeeqquértare 6r':an hour 6f flrihg
_ by doth sides, I could &istinctly hear gho;its_ of "we
surrender, we surrender® from tha~ﬁi1;c. What a thrill
it was when I séw.ughnt appeafea to'bé-a 'uhite piliow
cage being thromn from s window in the barracks. I felt
in cestasies, and roared at the top of my voice, “Come
_out theni*.. I next bheard a shout,’ "CQase Firel", end
naver: doubteﬁ 1t eame from our gide, Tne three of us
then dashed downatairs and out 1ntc the streat. to neet
tha garrisan coming out of the barracks with their hands
'ub. Hick Leahy then had the police - 8 sergaant and
nine or ten conetahles - grouped togather, and placed



-»ux_;a_der guord whilst the. hé\rrack{s- was - being sea__'rche'd, for
-Before the actusl surrender, Dlarpuid Hurley and
his part:y had blmm a nole in the barrack. wall. from

1 1n31de the anaouung *house. Be had throsn ‘some petrol

mto the breacn. 1.gn1ted the petrol. nnd set ﬂm t.o
9oruon of t.he bu'raeka. '

t

-

_ &a I antered the barracka. I cou].d see thnt. half
B or it (and portion of the ad joining house) was on fire.
. 1-could hear hullets exploding in the rlamea. what a

'thrm I got: whon 1 founs a fully-loaded police’ carbine
and a 5 ahm't. ?Jobley revolver. hang:l.ng on ths wal,L of
the ground fl_oor room:I had enteredf I took posseasion
of these and left the .bmacks as.' owning ao"éonunuauy

' explod&ng ammnition in rooms which hnd caught. fire. 11-.

Wag highly dangerous to -reaain. The Job van dona. __
Yet. ancther hi.gh:l.y e.l.aung succesa.

®e fall 1n én the Hain Street and sang the "soldiers'
song". ‘with great gusto. .. The boys from Bauymcoda were
- in great fnm. but were foolish enough to 1dent1fy their
-'prgaer_me by ahonting_. °Up ﬂanymacoqa'..."until ord_e_red to
stop by Mick Leany. We were cdnémtulaned, on the Jjob
" we had done, Nick _Leahy aasuring ué .that_' our ateadjr fire
ha. contributed ﬁmense].y '-r:o the -:'suqceesml eapgure
of the barracks. Our fire, he saia.; had bo&a'ted morale
and helped to steady the nerves of our demolicion squads.'-
‘Our only bad news was that DPiarmuid Hurley had been
wounded in tho a_m. end had sufferaﬁ arm burns froi the |
ﬂaming petrol. - fiowevar. he recaived attention from the .
‘loeal doctor and’ ‘was not. in a serlous conditfon. -

" Jack- Ahorne and I_ wore together in the street

-



| when either Tomtta Hourihane or Tadhg uanley apgroached
“<us and told us ouf “job was not nesrly finished. yet._ He
'were t.o aauemble all the arms vwe coul.d, and get them -

. away to saféty.. . ".We were to use our oun discret!.on as
to how thj.s was to. be dona. _ Forf.unahely. Jaok nhex'ne.
—who wasg a t’armar's son Prom near w.dleton. w89 very

_ 'familinr mlt.h c.‘l.oyne and distrlet.. » He knew & farmer
named Bplllana who owned horses and’ cars,. ao we dacided

. .to go to apillane'a ror the nacessary transport. o

We got some help to. m'ing ahout t.uelve riﬂea to
Spillane’s’ yard and bad "no difﬂculty ‘about aecur!.ng a
horge and trnp. " Jaek and 1. were now. by outaelvea. and
1 remambar reenna [ senae of lonaliness aftar the.

" exertions of the prcvicus hectio hour or so. "My Godf,

| Jack,* 1 sald. ‘wa w:ll.l. have the dev:ll's own Job Lo get

out of this, as all the roads- are blooked‘ I thought
than of Mck Keanney (latar COmmandant 1n the ﬂal;:l.enal
.nrm_y. and _-prese,qi_;ly Fine Gael organ;aer in Cork). [Hick
. was one of the stalvarts of.the ﬁiﬁleton company. - His
ramily had 8 carpenter's business at Churchtown. nea.r .
- mdleton. and u:lck was a good man with a oaw. I knew

— he had taken part 'in the clayne attack, go I dacided to
go back t.o CI.oyne. loeata him and ask Mm to come nil;h

" us to saw a passuga through the r.rees which had been
folled across the roada out.side Cloyne, th.ch we would

" Dow hava to negotiate with .our horse and, trap, with its
. precious cargo.  Jack Aherne agreea 1 shtmlﬂ so. g0 1
) 1e1't him yokmg up the trap, amsl ran bnck to CIOyns.

_,I wag forsunate in overtnk:l.ng a party or our lads. with

 the police st11l prisoners. The 1at.t.er were ‘grouped on

1- the road. adbout- & quarter or a mile an ths Mdleton siﬂe

] of Cloyne. and llick Leahy was. addresslng t.he priaonere

K2



whan h & arrivad, panting and out of breath., uick‘was

) warning the R I, c. not to 1dent1fy any aan who took part

1n the attach. and adviaod the R.XI,C. that they ahould

. resign and take up erms against the old enemy. . 1 found

Tomds Hovrihane and told him what I wanted, and why.
Be:realiaed-n& predicament, immediatoly located Hick
Kearney and told him'to-coma with me. What luck for’
Jack Ahern and me that.ﬁick was amongst that group, and
able to aéqure a goed saw. Ile and I reigrnéd'to Jack
Aherne as fast as we could. He had the horse and trap

'.alpaady loaded, anﬂ'we moved off at once. The time was

about midnighz; Before we moved. off. however, one of
the shafte broke, and we hnd to unload our stuff on to

- another cart, owned by_aur ‘friend, Spiliane.’

Yie had decided to bring the guna to Jack Aherne‘s

qrqhard which was 3ituated at #ile Bush, sbout three miles
_on the Gsrriétwohill-sice of kidleton. We intended

avoidinglthe main road as much as possidle. The last

' mila would hava to be on the main road from Ridleton to

Carrigtwohill. unless wa manhandled the rifles aeross

"'country, Hoping for the beat. off we went.

Before we reached Churchtowns we had to saw our way
through two road blocks of trees, and I thanked God that
I.hed tnqught of securing the services of Mick Kearney.

Fe, arrivaﬁ at Churchtown about threa o'clock on Sunday
_morning. 9th May 1920. Hick Ksarnay wag new home and,
‘as_we expected no more road blocks, Jack and I decided

to oontinue our way without him. it not so soon. - Ve

8l hnd ‘a very good friend 1n Johnny Kellehar who lept the

townlanﬂ pub and who, we were well ampars, would be

- dalighted %0 apen up for us.,. ¥e bhad no- trouble
'convincina ourselves that ve could do with & drink or



twoe, though I cust admit I was very anxious to.get to

Jack Ahsrne'a orchard.

Johnny welcomed us, amni sat them up with pleaaure.
Feeling happier after a few jorums, we bads Eick
Kearney good-morning, and set off on the last stags of

our journocy. There was, however, one more thriil for

‘the two of us. Approaching the main road (from a side
road) between Carrigtwohill and iidleton, we were just

in tims to see two lorries of police pass, going in the
direciion of Hidleton. ﬁe.bofh gof a shock. If they
had seen us, we were haelpless, although I am sure we
would have done our best to save the rifles. Thank
God!' Ve were not detected, 80 we continued on our way,
pafely, to the orchard, ‘There we oiled and greased
the rif&es. wrapped tham in sacks and bur;ed thom near'

‘an apple tree. Our job was well and truly

aecomplished, and T enjoyed a mnch needed sleep in
Jack Aherne 8 house that morning.

A sad story, with 8 sadder ienrding, began that aame
‘Sunday. Jack's people cultivated fruit in a blg way.
and had a market in Cobh where they sold fruit. Jack's
father was dead, and he lived with his _mother, two
brothers and two sistors. One sister, Dinah, was a
prominent member of Cuzann na mBan,  His eldest
brqﬁnar; Bichael, waé_tho mainstay of the family, and

. very industrious. Hichdel was, of course, symgathetic
towards the Volunteera and was well eware that Jack

and I were active mewbers. That Sunday;'we told him
of our escapade the previous night and, although he

- expraessed admiration for ug, he thoﬁghﬁ we wore foolish.

¥hat chance had we, he said, against the might of the

y

X



‘enemy.‘weren’z\ﬁa only knocking our heads against a
stone wall, and:we would all be killed before it was
ovef. Ve had different ideas; and poiﬁted to our
successes at Carrigtwchill, Castlemartyr and Cloyne.
After a good heour's apgument, ichael wound up by
calling on God ﬁp glve ua sense.

A few ronths later and after the arrival of Black
and Tans in both Cobh and Hidleton, tlmes bagan to get
really tough. Jack Aherne was a markel. nan. There
camo & 4ay when a party of the Gordon Highlﬁndera'from
Cobh arrived at Aherne’s house in the townland of
'Ballyrichard. Mrs. Aherne, Kichael and tha two girls
were at home. The femily got permission to remove
gome furniture and bedding before their house was burned
to the ground. Michaol wasiéhot anﬂ‘hgyonebtéd.
is dead body was later found about e hundred yards
from the house. Officially, according to the British,
he was ghot, trying to escape. |

Hegdleas'to say, thore wera many arresta and raids
following the Cloyne attack. Kot one Volunteer who
- took part was-idéhtirlé&. 1t was éiidenn that nonse
of the defanders or the barracks was prepared to
openly 1dant1£y any of the ateaekers who were well

-known to them. : -

Capture of Cameron Highlandarp at Mile Buash:
During the month of Jﬁna 1920, -an évent of °

' considerable importance took place at #ile Bush.on
the main road. a fow miles west nf‘nidleton.

Early in the month, a battalion of Cameron
nghlanders had arrived 1n Hialeton, and had taien



over a disused mill in thd'town." This'eéeh ai4 not,
bowever. cause any attack of'nervea or wind-np amongst

the members of B, (Eidlatan) _company.’ The Camerana lost

' no txme 1n gett&ng acquaintea with their naw eurronndings,'
" and that very evening, a cyclo patrol of twelve, with an

-n .1.C. man as guide, left the town, on a routlne journsy
through the dintriet. i |

' Heietofbre. movemants of the R.I. c. were kept

"unﬂer continuous obsarvation. bat now thﬂ movenents of

' this new enemy becaus nf.mprozimgortanca.nf The ecyele

patrol -had no sooner left. their quarters when word @as
conveyed to Diarauid Hurley who at once decided to attempt
its gﬁpture, Wﬁat‘fbliqﬁéh is a glpriéué exasple of
quick decision and detéigination. and also a masterly _
expositidn of the element of surpriae 1& militnry téeeics,'

Assamhling a5 muny msn or B. company as possible,

Huriay moved out along,ths mnin road between nidleton and
|- Carrigtwoh!ll. Hith htm he had about nins. volunteers.

the nmajority of whom ware armed nith revolvere; others

ware unaraed., - amonsst thoae prasent were the atalwarts

-of B. company, vin.. Josa,: ﬁherne. Taﬁhg uanley auﬂ Tomds -
‘Hourihane. ' Hﬁrley's quicaathinking. fartile brain

assaased the aituabion wich an astoniahing dagree of
accuracy, agq the simplicity of hisgp}nn daaerves to bel.

'raqarded in the archives of’milltary history as a
mastorpiece. To carry out his plan, he . decideﬁ on

having a game of bnwla.

Probably the . caﬁsfoha'nad mever heard of this gams,’

but thelr guide, Constadle O'COnnor. would no doubt be

familiar with 1t. The game would explaln the dispersal

~ of & number of men glong_the road, for azdiatance of &8




}fhundreﬂ yards. or so. Hurley and Hnnley wore the two
~:contostants. and they had 3ot as far as hile anh a8 few
" miles west of uidleton, when the patrolior Camerans'
'Qppearéd cyclirg. It 1s hardly conceivable that the
J_ﬁighian&§rs expected any réceptlon; It was & balmy June
evening. their route Qas not long, they nad no hills to
"climb. nature cambined to make the patrol a really
bVenJoyable spin. and they were descending tha gontle slope
f the road at Mile Bush wheu the peace of the evening was
-rndely snattered by the noise of a ravolver snou firad by
:_Tadhg nanley. This was ths signal_fbr our lads to Jump
" the patrol. The nine Vdiuhteera ﬁeré-ideally'ﬁistributed
along the road and, 1n less time than it _takes to tall.
T thay charged the military and tumbled cyclista and cycles
all over the rosd. The soldiers were held up and '
disarmed. . Twalve rifles and twelve hundred rounds of
'ammnnicion. together with tho bBicycles, viere captured. :
The captureﬂ guns ware quiclkly removed to & place of
“safety, nnd the soldiers, ‘unharmed except for a few '
truises, allowed to return to their btarracks. - B. company
.had_yet anothar glorious tr1umpn,to 1ts-credit;

Neither Hichael Léahy orxgyself héd tha‘pleaaﬁre
of teking part in this capture. At the time it was
iakiug'place. we were cyeling together from Gobﬁ to
Hidleton. end we arrived at Mile Bush about fiVe or ten

. minutes nfmer the job was over. . The rifles and

ammunition hed been taken to safbty. but Diarmuid Hurley
. was still on the seene. and told us all that happened,
e procaeded to Hidleton by a quiet rouce. and reached.
our aigs without 1nterference by the enemy

“_Thgt was a memorahle Saturday evaning. The

ébnstefngtian of the 0/C of the Camerond:ﬁﬁgt surely have



 besgared description when he et his patrol.arriving
back to hnrracks minug their arms and equipment. :

L9

Late thet night. some of the aoldiers began their
.vAtarror campnign, by occupwina a position -ori what 15
xnawn as The Green, and opening Lanis gun rire straight
do'n the main street of Hidleton. Beyond s:r;h;ng terror
into ih@ hearts of the pdpulation. no damags was dons.
_ Jack Anerne and 1 were iﬁ"d& digs dpgg-;he»firina started,

_ amd wa iaﬁt out huﬂ around the back of houses to the

vieinity ot tha. Green. where we lay hidden near a 3arage.
-about a hundred yards from the Lewis gunner. ‘ CPREE .
rensined thare. watching the soldlers uncil they withdrew
to thoir bnrracks. ' - T oy

‘Propo ) tack on Bal l otton R:I.C. “rra '

- Ballycntton. Co. Cork 19 a well knawn saaaide
:'resort, sibunted ten or twelva milas aauch of Hidleton
-'and nestling on a hill overlookina “the Atlantie.: plans

" had alreaﬁy been completed to attempt to capture the

. .I,C._bgrracka on the-ﬁnnﬂay_fo;louing the_ﬂilelﬁush -

- (bowling match) ambush. It was_1in eéﬂsequancerQr.bhese
"plans that ﬂiehnal Leahy, battelion 0/C, and I were
.;cycling from Cobh to Eidleton the previous evening
l'(Saturday) and so missed, hw e fon- minutes. the Mile

Bush affair. a5 I have alreaﬂy mantloned. - .

The Ballycottan ‘Job was. to be a surprise attack |
‘.during daylighb and carried out by the Hidleton campany
'It was hoped that the usual Sunﬂay eromd. of visitors 7
the resort would snable us to aasemhle in the village of
Pallyeotton without cresting. suspicion or appearing :

: conspicuous.

We Qid actually assemble there in the forencon of



6th June 1920, but learned that the R.I.C. had been’
reinfbrcedrby a party of Cameron Highlanders from Midleton.
(ur officers then-deciéea that the odds against a '
suceessful surprise attack wove Loo great ana. wisely.xn
tny apinion, called off tha actempt. Ballycottan R.I.C.

bnrracks wag evacuated aoon afterwards.

. Arrest of Tadhg Manley andAbagigninq of “dn _the Bun":
The Cameron Highlanders 10st 1o time in commencing

L)

hostilities ard making things hot and difficult for the
Hidlaton company, in particular. The R.I.C. who fafled

or declinad to recognisa any Voluntgers befbra the arrival
of the Camerons now became the eyes and ears of the military
authorities. Foot patrels of soldiers were sent out at
irregular hours..alm;st nightly, and the R.I.C. accompanied
:parties about the'areg, obviouvusly to familiarise the
military with'ﬁhe districte: |

. Host of the prominent Volunteers.in Midlaton
decided to slesp eway from tﬁeir‘homas, 13 the'hOpes.of
avoiding arrest. - HNevertheless, B. company (Midleton) was
doomed to suffer a very”heawy:calamityt A party of
Camerons raided the ‘house of Mrs. fialsh, Chapel Strest,
ﬁidleton, and succeeded 1n capturina Tddhg  Henley. They‘
almost, at the samy time. capburad our’ O/C, Diarmid Hurley;
;the latter w&as lucky to eacape out of the house by a back
| way. Tadhg was uentenced to a long term of imprisonzent,
and Diarmuid was compeiled Lo go op the run. ‘This was.
indced B severs blow to B. compsny. These two men were
. vary highly respeéﬁed.'_ Their fearleﬁanass7ahﬂ daring
wore an 1nspiration'to-bp91r men who ﬁoula fbildw_ﬁhere
" ‘they led, witﬁ suﬁremh confidence éhd hitgput a doubt as
‘to the success of any venture they misﬁt undertake.



_ Jos Angrnelwés;appoiﬁtea 6/0, B. company, in the
absénca of Diarmuid “Hurley, on the run, anl a worthy
A‘sgcdeséor,he proved himself. Undoubtedly, Hick Leahy,
;0/0. éttélion.'miésed the uﬁcanny caunasel of Diarmnid
and. Tadhs whon plannlng attacks on: . the enamy; 'but nevertheles

B. company carried nn, daspite tha loss of ~such great '

officers. .

Eilitary movaments ware kept under observation:
continuausly. At night, partios of Volunteers, in pairs,
ware detalled to uccupy a storeroom of the HKHidleton
‘tnainearing Wiorks vaere, 1ncidentally. 4ick Leahy, myself
and two ether Hidleton yoluntears,_named John EalLeher and
Jer. Aherne, were amployed. The store gave & parfect view
: pf the aqi.c} ﬁarracks Qnd the military quarters - tho
1dea being thaﬁ; if a patrol was seen cmerging from tﬁa
military barraéks,'bhose of us wateching would go té the-

' houmes of Velunteers in Midloton whon we knew to be
aleeping at- home, and warn them %o get out. This
~ procedure was discontinued after a few weeks, as 1t was

eonsigered.to be toes rigky for thaAwatcnera.

Cne. mornin: alout l‘asm}; I ﬁas in bed 1in my'dig;
in the house of Paddy Barry, aidway in Hain Sbreai.
:-Midleton. nhén'r hear& the sound of marchiug-men.‘ A
. patrol of Camerons were passing by. I.immediately‘dressed
" myself ama, unarmsd, followed after the patrol to ses what
‘they were up to. 1 walked opsnly down the street and hed
got as far as the-Jﬁnction'at COolbawn road when 1 heard
o dn ondar; "Hands up*. 1 immediately complied. A soldiei
.approacbed re from a8 doorway- anﬁ orderud me to go uith him
He took me to the 0/C of the'patrolwwho was gitting on
_ the bridée at the ﬁastlemért&r-anﬁ of the tomn. I had no




preca-nceiv'ed-:idaa as to what would happen, or ﬁnaf. b §
wonld do in any cirenmst,ances which aight ari.se, but on
see:lng the officer, 1 said, “Oood-mornino ina fx'.tenﬂ.ly-
_tone. He bade me sood-mqrnzna,. and snguired what 1 was -
doing out at that hour. I told him I heard his patrol
marching down the street, and that it was sheer curiosity
which prométed me to follow. - I'sat; on the bridge with
t.ha otﬁcer. Ve shared cigarettes amd swopped yarns
'for about. two hours, after ah:lch he blew & whistle.

This was a aignal for the patrol to fall in., I fell in
to, and walked w:.'th tha officer as far os my digs.

- I reported the incldent to Jos Aherne in great
detsil, and emphasised the sigaificant fact that ths
patrol occupied both side of the street and were
1nc6:isp1¢uous in doorways. Ho talking or smoking was A
allowed; hence their presénqq in the .da;'knes_s would not
be revesled. Jos. made the inoident_ the subject of &
lecture to the men of B. company, and s'treased' the
. necassity for extreme caution wﬁen moving about late at
aight, to avold boing trapped by similar patrols,

hurch Borth (1 rock) | :

The Camercns evidently decided after the capture
of their oycle patrol at ¥ilo Bush thot this method of-
- patrolling was not s payinc proposi zion, B0 they resorted
- to patrolling inm lorries or. Grosaley tenders, Tnese‘ .
tenders vere fast ears, capable of bdarrying eighe to ten
men. including tho driver and amlliary driver. It waa
obs_erved that one lorry used to patrol, 5.n _t,he day tipse,
at 1rregﬁ1ar in~ervals, the area Castlemartyr-Cloyne-
'Ban:-ycqtton,—’nghada. end invariably returned to their
-bar-l'-ac_ka in #dleton via Ballinacurra or Churchtown.

......



lf 1920, .

| Aick Leahy. who was still o/C, Lbh battalion, decided to '
stage an a.t:tack an this- 1orry at Clmrchtown (Wbiterock). |
situated ahout: three milea from m.dleton and on the main
mdler.on-(:asuemartyr road ‘l‘he date was 251.11 August.

o

* : -

.On the emning of 25th Augusl; .1920. -tre actual

) sit.e of the attack was chosan," and a tree, to be felled
m n‘ont; of the lorry as thc. ...atter Tan .tnt.o the ambush
posiuon, was selectad. _ _liek Rearnsy, who lived only
gbout two hundred yards rrom the poaition, WAS. detailed .
to be reaﬂy to cut the tree. Hy ingtructions were to

- colleet the ru‘les e.ni emmnitian which ware dumped in

Jaek tmerne's orchard. followtng the success!'ul at;tack on
. cloyne barracks, zm! bring tham t.o t.he e¢en9 or the
_ proposed ambush. .6.11 amilnble men from the Miﬁlaton

"' tompany were told %0 report; to cm:rcm:wn at 10 a.m, on

the morning of 26th Angust. 1920.

: * On the evening or -the 251:.h August, Jaeﬁ: Aherne am
"1 thoroughly cleaned about ten or twelve rifles, and, on
- the morning of the 26th. '-'-ne- loaded then into a pony-trap
Belongin: to the Aherns's am proeeedad through H.ld.Let.on
to Churchtown. ' '

Phil Hyde of Ballinacurrs (later Coumsndant in tho
National Army), a bfot_rxg,r of Volunteaer Captain Tom Hyde, -
(killed. in Spain during the Spantsh Civil War, fighting

" with the Irish irigade under Genmeral .O'Duffy) had been

' .reqfahtly demodbilised from the British army. - He was not
‘ then a mewmber of B. company, but be was reputed to ‘be a |
‘ crack rifie shot, and ic was hoped ‘te prevail on hin to
aasist in the attack.’ '

] ﬁhah Jack Ahé_rne and I ai-_rived- at the ambush position



abéut fourteen Volunteers had'as;sembled. arsl emongst them
" was Phil Hyde. The rif;l.es wére: 'd:latri‘outed to the men
‘eonsidercd test fitted. to use tnem. including Phil Fyde, '
Jack Aherpe and wyself. . .l‘ha t.ree fellers were deta.iled,
m_sd scont.s'posted._ TEick Kearney cut the tree 111 such a
fashion t.nsi;-.' at the -pull of a rope, it wot_ﬂd‘ readily
fall. Wg,; riflemen; took up positions bébind the diteh

. on both si&@s of the road. and, by 11 a.m., 811 was in

rendinens for the attagk.

| flours elspsed, but no sign of the eapected lorry.

1 remomdey, however, boing very mterésted ia the position
select.ed. by Phil Hyée, and 1 introduced nyselfl to him,

- He had placed himself, ana gut bushes, 50 that he had an .
affoctive field of fire. -I rememhgr that he was
-parucu_lquy well d'resaed_a'nd groomed and as . cool as the
proverblal cucumber. His spacial task was to shoot the
‘driver of the milit.nry lorrf; én:i gomehow I felt confident
that the t—.ﬁsl-: was in safe hands, although he looked
‘eompletely out: of place amonget ua. as we wero all dresseﬂ

' 1n work.tng elot.nes.

N ' Somstime prior to this, ;Téck 0'Connell of Cobh
(1.at.er Lieutenant-ﬂolanel in the- Hational Army ) had come
to mdlet.on to work. He was an engine fitter by tmae.
and hn_xl got & job in Hr. Pat _E!al;unnn's kngineoring Yorks,
| 86 that; in this sttack, four. employees of the firm were
- absent from work that day, thrae of whom were Hick Leahy,
Jack O'Connell and myself, The fourth abaentee was John
' Kelleher, a stalwart of 8. company, .i‘rmn"negr Ballinacurra.
He had a very important and nerve-testing job that day.

‘Hle was detailed to watch tﬁe military when it laft '

- maleton. note the mute takan,. -and re¢port. t.o us at onee.

Ho bad a motor biéycle at his disposnl for the purpose.

o

i ESEY



| tventually he 414 report, and hia news was alarming.
Two lorries of military 1nstead of ons had 1eft Hidleton;
‘proceeding - in the Cloyne direction via Eallinacurra.
,Only one lorry as usual was expected, and it was anticipated
that this lorry wouldltraveljvia'Churchtawn as i1t usually
did, so that the attack could.be launched on its outward
_Journe&, | It was-ﬁow sugmiaed:that the two lorries would
féturn to Midlaton via Castlemartyr, and would, therefore,
approach our position frem the opposite direction to that
anticipafed hj us originally. RKeverthaless, it wao
'_decided to'attgck the two ;orrxsa. Fortunately, ths
'_gxte aelected:wns'sulthbla for attack in ‘either direction,
- and very little adjustment of positions was necessary. |

At about 2‘30 PeBa, WO aistinctly heard .the
‘noise of a lorry approaehins. When it was about sixty
yarda from our poaitzon. fire was opened by us, and the
maen detajled to puill down the tres jumped to thair taak.

-, The lorry accelerated, continmued on at great gpeed and

ran the gauntlét of our ambush. I ean vividly recall -
‘one red hoaded Caméron Bighlander standing in yha centre
| of the lofry apd returning our fire: T ean étill see
that tree falling ever so slowly, and was 3ure‘1t'wou1d
fall in tims to ecrush the lorry'and 1ts oécupanis.
Aetually. as 1t feoll, it brushed the tall end of the
apeeding lorry. - It was une Cumerons' lucky day,
nhowever, and I say oy reSpects ‘to their bravery on that
. geecasion, The driver of the lorry wap ghot, as was tho
" officer in charge. A few hundred yards further on, and
out of view of us, we heard the lorry pull up, but only
" for a fow moments, and then headed full speed for
idleton. - We learned subsequently that the driver diad,

‘and we supposed the momentary stop was to enable the



‘guxiliary driver to take.over. We waited.a while,
eipeqt.i'ng a8 sec¢ond lorry, but none cama.‘ -

-

"-‘I'he_ job was over, and although we succeeded in
adding to the ;ﬁrvmzs tension of the Csmerons, we ware
‘sorely disappointed at dur-fauur.é to achieve their
ea;pf.ure.' | Being only three._' mil_'.es '_.rrmil Midleton and in
danger of attack by ia_a't.ly superior enemy forces, we
. lest no time in dispersing. Our aras were collected
and loaded inte -a motor car which was in readiness neardy,
and handed over to two local Volunteers for safe custody.
Thase_ two Volunteers wéra- the brothers Dennehy; one of
whom was subsequently killed at Clonmult when serving
with t.he coluinn. ir oy memory serves me right, it was
Jog. Aherna. Jaek Aherne and mysedf who nent. 1n the car
with the rifles. After handing them over to the
Dannehy's. 'm; made ourselves sca_sree tiu avening, whaen
we ret.urnea to mdleton. We pubseyuently 1earned that
the Camarons arrived in force within half-an<hour of our -
leaving t.ne ambush site, and thoroughly scarched: the area.
Vie were Meea l.uelq to have dispersed so quickly.

.F_o o-'f: Bat on . Lol z-

In the month of September 1920, the idea of -
forming ﬂyi-..ng columns was conceived in the Cork Ko. )
brigade arga. These cg;l_.umna werae t;) be comprised of men
already on the run, or who were copnsidered to be in
danger of arrest, Diermuid Hurley, who had been on the
run and who had been out of the ax-ea- for some time,
-returned to command the Lth battalion flying -column.
 Hick Leahy, battaiion 0/C, conferred with Rurley as to
' the column's formation, and on 1st October, 1920, I was
ordered by Mick to chuck sy job with the Midleton
Hrigineering Works, and report to Diarmuid Hurley at



Knockraha for wholestime duty with the ¢olumn. = Jos.
. Anorne, - Jack Aherne, David and Wichael -Desmond (brothers;,
_ Michael Hallinan anl myself - all of B. (Midleton)

company - were the first members to report for duty with

the column. As tims went on, we were reinforced, until

eventuslly the following compriged the 4th battalion
column: - )

Plarmuid Burley, 0/C.
Jos. Aherne, Vice 0/C..
Liar Aherne {brother to Jos.) .
Jor. Aherne (first cousin to Jos.)
Jack Aherng. |
Christopher -0*Sullivan.

Nichasl ﬁesqond; _
David Debmonﬂ,(ﬁrother to Michael).
John ' Josaph Joyce.

Uichael Hallinan.

Daniel cnshmﬁna

Thomas Buokley.

Philip P. Hyde.

Michael Kearney.

Daniel Dennehy.

Patrick Whélsn (myself).

All the above were from B. (¥idloton) company.

John P. 0'Copnell.

| Jémes Clavin.
Pstrick 0'Sullivan.
Eauriée Moore.

James Aharne.

The above were from-ﬁ, fcéhh) Company.



© given time was about sixteen of the above.

" May 1921)

'-whicn I have given later "in this statement.

Richard Hegarty.(carryvoe) Ballymacoda CQmpany
'?atriek Je ngglns. Aghada Company.
SOnny O'Laary. Killeagh CQmpany

Q'Joseph Hcrrisaey {Athlone) =~ 1 do not resember.
' to which company he :

belonged.

The maximum number sepving with the column at any
e. Diarmuid

Hurley, Jos Atierne, Jack Aherne, Hichael Desmond, David

 ‘Desmond, WHichael Hallinan and myself were full-tive
'membara from -1ts formation to the Tfueé'in July 1921.

- (Diarmuid flurley, up -to the time of his death on 25th

. Two men, ‘namsd Javes Cagney and Joseph buhig,
hoth ‘bank offlcials in the Buneter and Leinster bank,
-Eidleton. wera with the column 'for one memorable weeks
end in December 1920 when the column was ‘surrounded at

"Cloyne by a detachment of Cameron Highlannera. detalils of

Thezeolumn

waa armed with rifles am revolvers.- Thers was a fair

e supply of ammunltion. practically all of whicb had baen

L captured from the enemy

'The nature of the torrain in tha-hxh bﬁtt&lion

" area 6id not lend itself‘to the security of a largar B

J“column for military operatians.. The area is.

. comparatively flat country. well servaﬁ with roads.
: loeation of military sarrisons at Cobh. Bidletqn, Youghal,

' Fermoy, Cork and Fort Carlisle wers such as to enahle the
Forv

The

ares to be. overrun by enemy rorces in quick time.
this ranson. the column was kept small in numbara, bue :

many -men 1n the area were available at ahort notica as

rainfbrcemants. when nscessary. The locanion of tne

column depanded on 1nformation recaivad a3 to tha




- movements and nctivities of the enamy.  When it was

learned that the military were paying particular
attention to any district, the colunn was .moved to that

distriet, with s view to attack. For inatance, we
moved from Khockraha to shanagerry. thence to Ballymacoda,
Ladysbridge and on to ﬁghaﬂa. At each place. we wers

' completely out of luck - no enemy forces appeared. We
:.were particnlanly'disappointed at Aghada-as we hgd moved

hare on receipt of what appesred to be positive

" information of a daily patrol from Fort Carlisle, - This

fort is situated at the mouth of Cork harbouf. on 1ts
eastarn aide, and, with its eountarpart, Fort Camden, on

 the west side of the harbour, was built by the British

to guard the approaches to the harbour. Fort Carlisle

is quite near to the Aghada-Cloyne ares ana, although

we cecupied an ambush poaitiqn and waited all Gay on

11th December 1920, no patrol eppeared. I --recall that
the day was intensely eold, and we were glan when darikness
fell when we nithdran.

Epeana of Colugn aﬁ Cloyne: _

" From tﬁe'ambush ﬁbsihién occupied by'ﬁs on llth
Decembsr 1920, we withdrew to the village of Cloynse and
took up billeta in the house ot the local company capta&n.
‘Bartie Walsh. ' Yertle was on the run, and the military
had actually raided the house for him on the Sunday prior-

to our arrival. However, acting on ‘the premlse;that

lightning never strikes the seme placa twice, Diaramuid

Hurley decided to billet there for tha night of tbe 1lith
Becember and tho day of the 12th December 1920. We were
to return to Aghada on the eveninb of 12tb December.

It subsequently transpired that we were to move ocut
sooner than we intended - and much quicker - anﬂ vere



probably very fortunate to be sble to move out at all.

Jos. Aherne was not well at thisg time, and lying
in ambush in the intense eold all 4ay on llth Decamber

' a1 not improve his condition. Phil Fiyde was also with

us. He requesféd permission'to feturn.tb his hoze at
Baliinacurra. only a few mileé away, to attenﬁ to personal
matters. - Jos. and Phil weré allowed home on conditicn
that  they sent two reliable men to replace them, and that
is how James Cagney and Joseph Duhig, the two bank clerks
from Midleton, csze to be with the column, on that
memorablgjwaak-end. ' James Cagney, later Commandant
Cagney of the National Army end subsequently & bank
Laneger, 15 now dead. (R.Y.?.) Joseph Duhig, later

~ Lieuternant Dunig of the Nationsl Army and presently s

branch manager, is hale épd hearty. I am sure James,

~while he lived..éna Joseph, for the rest of his liife,
' will remember Saturday night and Sunday morning, 1llth

and 12th Dacember 1520,

- Both wore welcomed by the column and made
themselves'at homa. They were well dressed as all good
bank offieials should be dressed, and bore no resemblance
whatever to the rest of us in that respeét. We bad a
good supper énd,a good nignt{s'sleap¢ secure in the
Kknowledge that men of the local company had been detailed

to provide sentries and see to our safety.

' A1l went well until about 9 s.m.; the next
morning (Bunday). Jack Aherne and ] were already up and
about, when suwddenly ie heard the drene of military
lorries. At the time, we heard them, they must have bsen
_entering the village. I dashed upstairs to warn

Diartuid Hurley and the boys, most of whom wers up and



fire.

dressed.  As 1 gave the warning,; I- could hoar the _
- soldiers (Camerons) banging on the hall-door witﬁ thé
butts of their rifles. . Hurley immediately ordered
dead silence, and instructed me to cover the nall-door.
Going donnstairs t¢ do so,_i distinctly racallect_
geeing our two bank officials with rifles, standing
quite coolly at & back window, covariﬁg_the rear of the
house. - They, like me, saw a soldfaer taﬁing cover.

behind a wall at the rear, only sbout forty yarﬂﬁ'away.frqm

_ the house. It was very evident now that we were
complately'surroundad, |

1 moved quickly down tna'stﬁirsi and took up a
' position on the_flfsy 1apd1ngs I'was_tnera only a few
mnments*uhsn two sélﬂiers sugceedéd in smashing down the
nall deor and effecting an eﬁtry; _‘i tmmediately opened
- fire on them with a revalver; from the position 1
aecupied. 1 had to fire with my left hann. The

. soldiers hastily withdrew. Hurloy ordered us all to

get out ths back,.but I showed bim the location of the
soldier I had seen at the rear previously, and told him
that we were surrounded. At the side of the house on

the main strect was a large gate which led into the yard

"at the back. This gate was i1d6i0pdni and so was a

similar gate on the opposite side of the street. I got
out into the yard, around the side, until I resched the

' gate adjoining the house, and being fg&lliar with the
lay-out of the village, looked towards the crogs rosds,

about sixty yards on my right. I could see no sign of

the enemy, but felt convinced that scme ghould be 1im the
vicin&;g of thé_éross. 1 conceived gbe wild wdast idea

of pnngihg By cap on my riflé and exposing it to araw

The ruse was succosasful « two shotg in quick



A~suecession~wére fired at the cap;
towards the ¢ross, and was Jnat ‘in time Lo see a eoldier

:;.itake cover behind a atreat corner._
openea fire on that corner, and sncceeded 1n enmpalling

L the enamy to rsmain undar cover there.
1 aignalled. by arm. to Diarmuid Hurley 0. come to ms. .
N When he eame. I pointed to tna open snseway aoraaa the
_ street. ant auggested that I wonld covar the eolumn whila

- Eurley agraed to: t.his.
2 ¢olumn to. take turna ae erossing the street. ‘while I kept.

Lt Whan -the 1ast memher of the eolumn nad got ovar.*I made
':f a dash for the- oppoalta sate. and got there safhly.

L ren. in WO, equal parba.

. ond raised himself to fxre over the wall
L ﬁ Highlander in the adjeining yard. not to be outdone.

S

I again lookad
I 1mmediately

In batweeon ahots.

they ernsaed the straet aad throush the sate opposite.
" He ardered the membars of the.

up a steaﬂy rifle fire en. the. soldiers at the- eross. roads.

Ve -

cIOSed the g&te banind us,. and mada eur way to Aghada and

..out of aanger.

A rathar remarkahla 1noiﬁent occurred when I wag 1n‘

, the yard af(Bartie Walsh's houae and approaching the

street gate from‘which X subsequently opened fire. LAs 1.,

A :waa crossing the yard a mills granade. thrawn over the
;yard wall wa soldier, 1annad about two fhat 1n front of _
It burst with a dull sounﬂ, and remained where 1&
. ' Aceording %o the text book.
. these 5renades aro serrated Lo assiat fragmentation on
_ exploding. : I'm sure 1 was 1neky ahat that partlcular
grenade a14d. not comply wlbh the baok requiraments.

“a
- .

thle I was 1n the yard, 1 eaw Jack anarna under

oy cover or the wall dividing walsb's yurd from that

adjoining.’ Jack nsad to shout. "Hv tura, now. Jock:‘
Tna Cameron _

would shout 1n reply, "Ey burn. naw. Paddyt' uhen na

PR
!



-too fired. Jaék Aherne and "Jock® were still continuing
their own private little war when iiarautd Hurley ordered

the rush across the streat. That finished it.

As we left Cloyne, we had occasion to cross the -
road between Cloyne and Aghada. Jack Aherne was with
me. He looked topards Cloyne, and spotted two soldlers
on the road. He 1mméd1ately'khelt down, and'obensd -
rifle fire on ihem. They 414 not reply to ﬁha fire.

'Thevcolumn had escaped, |

%ie had gone about half a mile when we heard intense
rifle and Lewis gun fire which presumably was directed
on Bertie Walsh's house - bBut the birds had {lown.

Here, it must be recorded that, although the Cloyne
‘man,whdIWare éeta;led sct ap sentries, failed to give u;
warning‘of_tha_approagh‘or the military. They 414 send
word t.o'mdlet.an of our plight, and Jos. Aherne, even
though & sick men, managed to organise a small rescue

: party,tOncome'to our assistance. This party was actually

qn'route'to Cloyric whén-worﬂ reachad them that we had all

© . eseaped.

In conhecﬁion with this event, it was believgd that
some enemy spy had inrorme& the British garrison at
Bidleton of our presenée in wélah's_bouée. Cortainly,
on arriving at Cloyne, the& imrediately singled out that
house and surrounded‘lt._exeept for the left front. Hed
they been 1hforﬁed of our presence theré. I 1&&31;@ they

wéould have arrived in greater strength and would have
V,sucéeeded in covering the loophole ﬁhrough which we

escaped.

. &eviewihg the event after a lapse of thirty-six



years, I find it as vivid as 1f 1t “happened recéntly.

I wam prond to say that there was no slgn of panic
_famongat the mambars of the- column; evan che tmo bnnk

: offieials benavad with examplary QOUrage, notwithstanding
| 'the fact that it was their flrst tima under fira. o
'.This absence of panie, I attribute in a graat measure

to the coolnaaa. resourcefulneas and neroic example of

our leader, Dlarmuid Hurley.

: Agbush gf 99;1eg atrol at Eidleton:.
Immadiately fbllowing our escape at Lloyna.-

Diarmuid.ﬂurley decided that the Aghada area was too
dangerous, 20 we moved to an unoccupied farmhouse at
‘Kilmantain. a'fbw atles north-éast or-aidletoné‘:fﬁhila
e were here. word waa brought bo Diarmuid that a
patrol of R.I.C. and Black and Tans - patrollad Lidleton
‘each night, and he decided to go'ig'with‘thu eolumn and
attack'thbs patrol, but,‘firéb of all, Jack Aherne and
I were to go into the town, to note anﬂ report the
.strength and disposition of the patrol. o

_ The waola eolumn, 1nclud1ng Jack’ Aherne and myself,
movea 1nbo Kidleton under cover or darkneaa. and assemhled
at a gaw-mnills in Charles Street. Tbe date was about
the 27th Decembar 1920. and the tima, approximately
8 p.m. - From the saw-mills ~Jack anﬂ 1. eontinued on to
the main streat. Ve arranged that T would take up
poaition at the corner of Charles Street which is situated
abont midway in the main straet. and at’ right<angles to 1t.
. Jack posted himself further down ;he wain streat. in the
vicinity of the.Midleton Arms Hotol, We wera armﬂd with

4.h5 Webley revolvers and wore treneh caats ond capa.

I was only about'flvé'minutes at,my-poab whan I



saw A patroi of Black and Tans, marching slowly towards
me. - ,Tﬁey moved 1o pairs, about six .‘paces apart and
on both sifas of the street, four bairs_on:my'éide ang

two pairs on the opposite side, together with en old

 R.I.C, man named Mullins. All were armﬁa,with'rifles

and revolvers, with the rifies slung on their shoulders.
Iﬁ tha_iast‘pair on my side was a'Conatahlé Gordon
with'whom_l was well acquainted before I doined the = .
column., When passing, he noticed me‘and,:evidentlf--
surprised at seeins me, shouted, “Hello, Paddy!®. I
said, “Hello, Gordie!", which was my uéual wny'ﬁr .
addressing him. For a moment; I thought he would

" leave the ranits and come over to me, but fbrtpnately he

carried on with the patrol. I an auré-my heart nissed
a beat or two. Gordon knew me weil.' He had notlaean
ne for the“previoﬁs few months, and now he was. looking

at me wearing a trench coat end cap, items of appafalx

- which 1 had never;previousiy worn in his presence. .I

renember wondering if he suspected sometning_waa afoot.
1f he 41d, he kept Nis suspieions to himéalr;'as the
patrol continued sedately down the strest. I waited

until ho had passe& Jack Aherne, when I went and

collected him, and reported back to Diarmuid Hurley,
comparing notes on our way. We had a perfect_picture
of ths.Whoic patrol, and lost no time in describing
theit alsposition to Hurley. Ho immediately issued
his ordars. - Thafe ﬁepq sixteen of us, all intimate .
with the lay-out.-knowing.eveiy house and doorwaﬁ'in

the main street. Ten of us took up poaicioné in.

' doorways dbetweén Charles Strect and.aiong about forty

yards of the main street up to the Hidland Arms Hotel.
The remainder d1d likewise on the opposite side of the



streht. Iiwés at the corner of Charles Straet and

'main Btreeh. and .Diarmuid . Hurley was at the nidland

Arms Hotal enﬂ of ﬁqin Btraet. on the same alde as I

-was. it was decided that. when the patrol was between

oﬁr two pasitions on tha'roturn journey, Hurley would

open fire. and this was to be the signal for all of us -

. to go into aetion. _ Za¢h ona of our party was-a;meﬂ

-

with-a rev01Ver.

’ . in position :
Ve were only about five minutes/when the patrol

returned - atill in the same order a3 1 had seen it

earifer. Rurley judged-his shot ho perfbction. and at

once all of us dpenad fire. The patrol was takan
cumpletely by aurprise and. 1n a eomparahivaly short time.
the: attack wis over. Some or the Tans dia flre back at

o - us. dnd there were a faw_narrow eseapes on our side.

Pan Cashman of uidleton was fortunate to be carrylng a
cigarette caae 1n his vest pocket - 1b waa badly aented.-
by a bullet. but it prohahly saved hls lifb. _J1m~
¥cCarthy of Hidleton. although not a member of the
column, took part 1n the attaek. and was wounded in the

Cwrist. Gtherwiae. ne escaped unseathed. But vhat of
tha patrol? COnatahle Eullins wAag shot dead, -and about

aix other,Taps wounded. sone of*whnm died later from B
their wounde.i. Some of the patrol bhrew bneir rifles

on “the street ana ran away sGordia® escaped uninjured.
-anﬂ somehow I was glaa of this as I still think he was
not of an. evil nacure. Two of the Bleck and Tans were
lyxns on the fbotpath near me. bleeding prorusely.
serseant Holoney of the ﬁidlaton R.I c had been sent

aarlier to the house of a British ex officar. to eollect

the latter's unifbrm. ; The sargaant was raturning to
barracks with the unifbrm. ‘and as his return coincided

with the atbsck. he canme under our fire, was shot in




_the foot, and dropped the uniform convenient to where I
.wqé.'and only_a_:hﬁ }ards-from ona of the woundeq Black
"and Tans. I knelt down beside the Tan and spoke to

'him.. He told me his name, which I have now forgotten,

and said he wns from Liverpool. le said he ﬂou_id

resign 1f he recovéred from his wounds. He then

offered me his wallet. . 1 took it from his hand and

put 1t back ib the breast pocket of his tunic,. and told .
hin I was doing so. I then got the uriforz which
Sergeant Holoney had dropped, folded it and placed it

under the Tan's:hsaﬁ, The poor fellow lost a lot of

blocd, and I expect né was one of those who eventually
died of wounds.

D § cqnppﬁ.say with any certainty now what number.
of rifles and revolvers we captured that night. I do

Lknow 1_secnred'0ne rifle and one revoiver, and 1'm gure

the rest of our lads were just as successful.,

This attack took place only e few hundred yards

" from-the R.I.C. barracks and about five hundred yards
. from the military post. The whole affair lasted about

twsnty"minnteé. ‘Wé‘withdrew'by the same route as we.
had arrived. All the boys were in great form, and
they had every right tc ba, but I recall having mixed

"~ feeling, duec to my so intimate contact with the wounded

Black amd Tan.

. .0fficial reprisals followed in Midleton'winhin.a
day or 8o, houses of seme prominent citizens, including .
those or'SGQard Carey and John O'Shea, béing wrecked by 3
miljtary and Black and Tans. |
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¥arly in January, 1921, Diarmuid Hurley received

"informatiun to the effact that a niece of
R. I.C., Midleton, wns suspected of aending 1nfarmation
z.to tha. xoeal Dlatrict InSpector. She was supposed_to
h'“have n typewriting machine for the puzpose. 6he lived
“with the and his wife at ; Hidleton,

oply a faw nundreﬂ yards from the R I.C. barracks.

'biarmuid Hurley. decided to- Beﬁrch the house

for the typing'maqnine, g:Voil brought pe-with hinm, . Ve

' were arued with .45 revoivérs; It wvas about B Pl

" In answer to our'knéck, Lire. opened the

-.door. Burley enquired if her niece was inside.

Befbre walting for a reply, we entered the house. tel&ing

_ Srs. to follow us. We found the | end his . .
'i nnace in tha sittingroom. eomfbrtably eaconced ‘before a

" ‘blaziog fire. The remained ‘seated and was
.'parredtly cool, ﬁot showing the alightest signs of fear

when we entered, carrying revolvers. Hurley told him our

-businass. The said he was not aware of any

 typewriter being in the-hbuse. nor did nia nieée paas

on .any information to eithor the uistrict Inspeetor or-

'the military. uurley snid he would gearch the house,

and reqpestad the niece to accompany him, leaving me to _

look after - _ and his wife. -

The . knew me weli, and td%ﬂ me so. He

- 381¢ he remembered me working in Hr. Hallinan's

Sngineering Works, midleian. (burnad:bj;ﬁritisb forces

. in late 1920), and assured me that the R. 1.C. had no
Lparﬁ'in the burning of that premises. It ds possibls -
that such was the cage, as Hr. Hnllinan was s well

'knmp 1oyallat. his brother, Major Hallinan, having



fought.in the British army during the 1914-1918 war.
“The'R.1.C. and the bistrict Inspector were well
acquainted with these facts, so, in all probability,
1t was not the R.I.C. who were responsible for the

éenseless outrage.

Having thofougbly‘searcheé the ﬁouae without
finling any evidence to ineriminato ahybody. Hurley
retvrnad to the sittingroom and informed
aecordingly.h' He (Hurley) expressed the hope that he
had not alaimed'urs; unduly. Having ordered the

not to raport to his barraeks for at least
“half an hour, we bade them goodnight.

Thé niocce accompanied'uﬁ-to ‘the hall door and
¢hatted for o moment, ' Hurlay jJokingly suggested
cutting off the girl;s halr. Illqoked at her and said,
"It would bg a8 pity to deatroy such a lovely head®.

We then moved off. Gome short time after, we heard
that the_suggastion.to cut off the niece's hair was not
taken as & Joka, In fact, she told'ner friends that
1t was I uho make the ‘suggestion, and only for Hurley
she would have lost her hair._

One day, later on,; Diarmuid Hurley, Jos. Aherne,
Jack O*Connell and myself were in the vieinity of '
didleton, and, feel;ng hungry, decided to call to the
house of two elderly ladies;- ardent. loyalists - for a
meal., We pretended to be British officers in mufti,
looking for I.R.A:; men., Ve sucéeéded in‘éur ruse, as .
we were provided with 3aﬂ-excal;ent-meal. During the
course of convefsation, the ladies told us that they had
no knowledge as to where the I.R.A. were in the habit
of steying, but said that two of them, Hurley and
| Whélan,lhﬁd the auvdaelty to raid houso

S
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in Hidieton a short time preﬁioualy{.and'thhi only for
Hurley, Whelan would have cut off the hair of the
niece. The four of us laughed heamily at

. this, and 1t was a standing joxé'with'ﬂurlay'EVer after,
1 6ftan ﬁonder‘whﬁt'wouiﬁ'ha%a-happénod 1 we told the
' ladles that Hurley and Whelan were amongst the guasts

tney wore so hospitably entertaining.

Slonmult: |
Some time 1n January 1921, ‘the column mawad to

Clonmult and occupigd a disugsed farmhouse, about a mile

from the village. -

‘The house was in an isolated position, and‘vas

‘réached from the main road by a long, narrow_uinding

boreen. It was about six hundred yards (as the crow
flies) from the main road, and was between the.viliages '
of Lisgould and Clonmult. The house was. invigible from

'the.road.until'oég‘reaahed Clonmult, as it was situated

ona glope running from the main road to about half a
mile below the house. There were high fences in front
and on both sidea, Betwean tna house and the road, the

. land was covered with heather‘ Thare were also some

trees in phe-viclnity. The hovse 1tsalf was 'a one-
storey building-ﬁith'a thatcheﬂ roof. There were threo
small yrooms and one 1arge_;1v1ng ro;m'(or kitchen){

- There was one’'small window in the back and three in the

front of the Luilding: The location was conbidered a

'safa’ place, particularly ss it was in a very?friendly

area, practicélly'all the younz men of which wers members
pf the I.R.A.

-

' As uas cuatomary whenever the eolnmn moved 1nto

A district. the local I.H.A. eompany ‘was instructed to
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he always on the alert, to report movemants of snemny
troops who might happen to come into the area. 'The
oolusn did not, however, rely solely on the N _ o
watchfulness of the locals. Two sentries were, at all
times, posted at excellent look-out positions. In
addition, two of the column were detailed to patrol the
roads in the immediste neighbourhood during the night.

It vas hevar lﬂtended to defend the house in case of

} attack - hence it was not prepared for defence. If

eneny troops arrived, it was anticipated that thelr
presence would bemme known to us in advance, and I know
it was Diarmuid Hurley's intention. in such .
-circumsbances, to avacuate the milding and. give battle

outside..

All went well until Sunday, 20th Februrry 1921,

~a fateful day for-Ireland-and one whibh is rémembered
© with anguish, particulanly by many families 1n Cobh

and Midleton. It was about 4 pim, on this date that
the column- 'nas surrounded forced to aurrenﬂer and
_praetically wiped qut while the men were prisoners in
the hands of a brotal enemny. A polgrnt aspect of
the tragic affair was that it had been: decided to
evacuate:. the house at 6 p.m. that same" Sunday evening
to billets in the townland of Leamlaurg, some six or

seven miles away.

Puring the week ended 19th February 192Q.
Diarmuid ﬂurley received a despatch rrom headquartare.
Cork Fo. 1 brigade, Cork ¢ity, to the effect that a
convay of military would be conveying exploaives by
rail from Cobh to Cork on the 22nd (or 23rd) February.
Hurley was dlrecteﬂ to attack this ‘convoy, but if he.
feit tat t,hg job was beyon:l himi he was t_o report
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aécqrdingly-té bﬁigaﬂa‘headqgarters-wpan hﬁevlaétgf
wauld-make ultarﬁhtiva'arrangeﬁénta.' Gn ﬁantrda?.
19th Fabruary 1920, Diarmuid handed me that despateh to

‘ .reaﬁ, I 414 so, and 1mmediately saw rad- I felt

thaf'brigade headqpaxners.shou;d nover have-thé'slizhtesi
doudt of our willingness tbrcgmply-wibh; or our ability
to carry uut the order. | Ve had proved'oufséLVas on 80

many occasions prior to this, witbqut either help or

' airectlen fLrom brigada headquarters. that- 1 tblt

distinctly orterdad. and aaia 80, Hurlay vas alao
1ndignnnt at the tone of che daapatch. and so was Jos.

| Aherne.

" On Sunday 20th February 1920, Hurley decided to
take Jos. Aherns.with hla to select 8 site to ambush
the train, in eompliance with- directions frum brigada -

headquartars.' ‘We had a Pord car au our disposal az

‘the hima. which Jos. Aherna wag to drive." i %as tp‘

take charge of the column 1o the ahaence of ﬁiarmuid

: and Jos.. and Rova .out from cxonmult to Leamlaura. ¥

arranaed. at 6 p.m. that evening.

Diarmnid and Joa. wera qctually seated 1n the

car. witn the engina runnhing,, whnn Diarmuid got out and
came baek to @s. He told ae that Jos. was not '

. fumiliar winh that part of tha railway 1ine betwaen _
f ‘Cobh -and Cobh Junction - the latter 13 aponp sevan milgé-
_from Cobh - and, a8 i‘was-yall acguanntgdﬁiith the lay-
. .ocut, being & 69bh~ma£}‘he-had made up his mind to bring

) along. He;aaked_me for-qy opinion as to:gho;ne
would place in chhrge-of'the column in our ebéence.‘and

b éﬁggested Jaék b'Conneil of Gobh. That explainn how -

d' I-was an absentee from Clonmult on that fataful ﬂay._hﬂd

how Jack O‘Connall cate to be 1n charge af the column



" The last words 1 said t:o .

on that ﬁerriblé Buh:'lay.
I

Jaék before leaving were, "Ba earaful, Jackot*
calleeted my . carhine=and-.h§ ravolver. msmentos of

- Cloyne R I.c. barraeks. and aecompaniad Biamid and
_Joa. frnm the scene of what was to be an awful tragedy.

. A8 I wes not present at Clonmult during the Pight

- whieh t;qék place later that day, I do not intend to give

any déetalls, but will leave 1t to survivors to do so.
Sufficé_ for n-xe- to say that Irelanrd, ‘that day, iost some
very gal;lant nen uhioli -sﬁé‘l-eenld 131 afford to lose.

I am sure mn- lada gave a good aceount of themselves

. before boing compellad to surrander to vaat.l.y superior

anem.v forqea._ mx_v their aoula resb in peacetl

Diarmm. Joa. and: I moved oft down the winding.

horean in the Fora car, about 5 P-olls - Before ve reached

the anin road. Marmid asked me would I iike to bid
' good-bye to Bob Hurray Hurley e.nd I sat m the baok
seat. wn'.h Jog. driving - and 1 said we would leave it to

the d—river to dec¢ide, I have no doudt that Jos._ ‘heard

this eonversatien.— and I wondered what he would do.
Bob num; had a publie house in the village of CJ.onmult,.-
‘and was a pnrucnlar friend of the eolumn. In
ordipary cireumstamaa. we would, and should have

called on him . Wowever, it was destined that we woulﬂ
not do-so on this oecasion. as Jos. t.urned rignt. on

reachlng the ma.in road whereas ne would turn 161’1; to

eau. on Bob ﬂurmy. Had I encouraged the 1dea of

ealling to Hurray's, JOS,. ni.ghr. have done 80, and ic
is possxble @8 would st:l.ll be there when t.he multary

attackéd the column. - As we were well armad, we would

hava beem able to. go to. tho reaeue. and I have no doubt
wa would have. enabled the colum to escape. by S '



carrying out an attack on the enemy's rear. However,

_it was not to be.

e broeeoded on our jourpney to Cobh ‘Juncupn.

' about fourteen 'mnea_ to the south, and selectéd,a site
for the proposed attack on the train. I do not

remember what time it was when we finished our task,

‘vt I do recolléct it was piteh dark, and I would place

the time at 6.30 or 7 p.m. . We wers on the railway X

1ita, near Cobh Junction, and about to depart to where

we had our car parked, when we heard the roar of ,
ailitary lorries coming along the road, proceeding to.

- Cork. There were nine or ten of them. We lay hidden

until they passed, 1ittle thinkm_g- wharo -they wera
coming from, or that they held s prisoners some

gurvivers of our column. %hen the lorries had gone,

we picked up owr car and drove in the direction of
Leamlaura where we had arranged to rejoin the column.

. We were in-the vicinity of_.giuacloyne, a few
miles on-the Cork side of carrlgtuélﬁ_n. when we werse

‘stopped by Mick Burks, captain of the Cobh company,. -

who told us that 't?xe-' column had teen wiped cut at
Clonmult except for one man. He had no further details.

_ ®o w'ar_e'émered by this news, thovght 1t
impt;ssible that he could be right, and hoped he was
wrong. Poor Diarmuid was frantic on hearing the news,
'-i_md apked me where 1 thought the one survivor -would 80,

I gave, as a guess, Canavan's houvse at Knockraha 1in

Martin Corry*s territory - he was 0/C, Knockrsha eonpany .

We decided to go thaere, and, sure enough, there was
Jacko (Jack 0*'Connsll), the one man who escaped from

(;l-am&ult. the man whom I suggested should be in charge



in our absence. He locked 1n a pitiable condition

after his. terrible ordeal - he had led a sortie from the

hoﬁse in Clonmult and was the-éole gurvivor of the

attempt - and told us all he knew. The four of us then
soet off Ly ecar for Clonzult. ‘

On arriving there, we crossed the field to the
i1 fhtéd héusa-wnlen'wasgatjll'bnrnxng ~ the British
had get fire to the thatched roof befora our lads
surrendered. There we found twelve of our comrades,
laid side by aida; ina fie;d qdjoining the housa, their
faces covered by a 1qu canvas:sneet, . Some local
peocple had coma t¢o the scene aifter thé.militafy had left,
colleeted the bodies and 1aid them as we found them.

I unmdertook the heartbreasking task of uncovering their
faces and identifying thap.'calling éut-each naze
cdhﬁécntIVGly; Th;a.sad ﬁask took me some iimei but,

' between,sphs of'anguisﬁ; 1 menaged Ait, fnere ware Ltwo

distinct pauses as I went along the row, as I had great

- dlffiénlty in naming Liam Aherne (Jos. Aherné's brother)

and Jerry ﬁhpfne(f#rat cousin to Jos.);. I will not

" aven attempt to desoribe the mental anguish of Diarmid

Hurley, All four of us - Diarmuid, Jos., Jacko and
ayself - gobbed with .a terridle grief and sense of 108g
at the fhte that had bethllan our baloved comrades.

soma four or five of whom had bullet holes 1n the fuoes,,
Just - below thelr eyes, where they had been shot by the
Tans whilsf prisonsrs. Thsia was nothing we could do
but cover up their faces agaln. and take our sad
dgparture to Leamlaura.-

That night, Jacko (Jack O'Connell) and I shared a
bed. 1 remember putting my arm sround him, to give




him soﬁa comfort and conaolation.' 1 beiieve& -= -and
told him s0 - that he had done all that was humanly

posaible to save bhe column.

The following were killed on that fateful
Sunday, 20th February 1920:=

Janes Aheﬁng; Cobh.

Jawes Glavin, Cobh.

Liam Aherne, MHidleton.
Jerry‘aheéne.‘quléton. | l
'Michgel’ﬁesmond, tidleton.

David Desmond. -Hidleton.'“
bonal Dennahy. Eldleton.
Christopher 0'Sullivan, uidlaton.
.Micheel ﬂallinan, Mldleton.

-John Joe Joyce, . m1dla§oh.
“Pichard Hegarty, Garryroe.
Joseph ﬁbrtisaey. Athlone. .

' The following wers taken priscpers:- -

Paddy Sullivan, Cobh. .
Haurice Moore, Cobh.
Paddy Higgins, Agnadﬁ. .
Conny. O'Leary, - Killeagh.

Paddy Sullivan end Naurice Moore were executed in Cork
.g80l on June, 1921, Paddy Higgins and Sonny O'Leary
had been badly wounded at Clonmult (Riggins, whilé a
prisonep. Their lives were saved by the advent of the
Trucs in July 1921. |

‘Fate was partieularly unkind to Dick Hagarty,

"Ho was nt homé 1n'Garfyr§e for a wfbw_days.fand had

. nejb;neg the column that Sundsy after we had left, in
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tima to meet-his.déa&h._w

As c¢an he easily 1magined. tha fate of our -
oomrades at Clonmult had a. tarrible erfeet on the four -
of us.so, befbre planning any further attacks, we
decided to rest awhile. with friends, in the utn

'battalion area.

Some tine prier to the cxonmult tragedy, Tom Hyda

) of Ballinacurra. 8 meémber of B, (Middleton) company, and

later killed 1n Spain. fighting with the Irish Brigade

: under General 0‘uuffy; discovered tnaﬁ flshing ‘smacks

at Ballinaeurra were carrying. as hallast. uaed artillery.
shalla whien were evidently‘discarded by bhe Britiah
garrison at Forg Earlialeﬁlb Toa conceived the 1dea that.
1f these empty shell casaa were filled with explosivea.
they eould be ugéed by us as road mines. He had nn

ldifrlculty 1n securing a aupply of casas from fishermsn,
'and to my knuwledge. fbur 1and minaa were aubsequently
' mnde and used. against the British 1n our battalion area.

The'first mina wds used in an'attaék on'the

R Hampshire regiment. statianeﬁ at Youghal in January. or

early Fabruary. 1921. : This was carried out y Paddy
O'Reilly and Thamas Power, both or the Youghal company

Prior to Sunday. zetb February 1921 - the date

© . of the Clonmult tragedy - Paday D'Reilly arrived ‘at

¢olumn headquartera in 01onmu1t. brlnging an empty shell

. case which he had received from Tom ﬂyde. He planned

' to explode a mine under a party of aoldiers who regularly

' went from thair barracks in Ybugnal to a rifle range,
about one and a half miles outside the town. -“Dia;muid



Hurley.j;he column O)C and then 0/C of tho battalion,
agrecd to the proposal, and told me to f11l the sheil
cage with-explosivés and instruct Paddy 0'Reilly in

the use of the exploder. Paddy and I moved to a Pleld,

about one hundred yards from the column;headquarters.

Ilfilled the shell with three or four differant ‘
explosives, including gelignite, and inserted the
detonator which, incidentally, had a short lead., “:The
exploder was’of thg bnx type, about nine inches sguare,

and electrically controlled by a switch, the ‘off'and‘on'

_positions beins indicated. Paddy had o lead of about

one hundred and fifty yards. ‘I remember stressing the
fact that, even though the lead between the explo: er .

. .and the mine was so long, the explosion would take

place imnediately the switch was put to the '‘on*
pdaition, provided, of‘aourse, that the.léad‘anﬂ
detonator wers bobh:in good condition. The procedure -
appeatred alvery sim#la‘oné to Paddy, so having satisfied
myself that he thoroughly understood what to do, he put’
the filled mine into a pony trap and drove off to
Youghal, ‘

~ On their way to range practice, the soldiers in -
Youghal travelled on foot by either of two routes: One
was through the main st;eéc of the‘towq. the other, at
the rere of the town (known as the lower and upper route
respectively).. Tommy and Paddy selecbed'éui;abie.'
positions to explodé the mine on each roﬁte. but, on
the first three occasions they lay in wait, b@e_military
uged the other route. On the fourth 6ccasioh, the "
'soldiqra pasaeﬂ'oﬁer the routs whera the mine was |
contealed. Paddy pressed the »:switch to ‘on', whea he
judged that the main ..body of troops was marching Sver,



‘or close to the mine. Several tommies ware‘k;ilaﬁ and

wounded in the explosion, including some of the

regimantal band. It appears that Paddy pressed the

switceh too soon, Had he waited a second or two 16ngé:;

the effects would surely have been more disastrous,
as the troops proper would be in more dense formstion
than the band.  Paddy and Tommy got safely away after

the occurrenca.

Here, 1 think, it is in order to trace briefliy
the subsequent carser of thesc. two young heroes. During
the tragic eivil war in Ireland, Paddy enmd Tommy took
oppoaite_sides, Paddy btecame what wap known as an
Irregular. Tommy Joined the Natiohal Arpmy with the
rank of Lieugenant;_ The latter was killed in an
éngagemant with tho Irfegularé at Bruree; Co. Liqerlék.
in Avgust 1922. Paddy was captured while carrying arms,
and executed by the Regulars (naﬁional-Army_authoriiiés)‘
in Waterford gaol, about November 1922. (R.I.P.) They
were both brave lade and deserved a far, far better

fate. What a calamity, the ¢ivil war was!

Further uge of Land Wines:

Tom Hyde, who had conceived the idea for using
discarded ghell cages as mines, proceeded, on his own
1n;ziat1va. in tay 1921 to place one of these mines
against the side of the courthouse in Bidleton. This
wos a particularly daring aét, as the courthduse ad joinad
the R.I1.C. barracks, and the mine, when filled, weighed
three or four stones. The resulting explosion caused
little damage, but did ..succeed in rattling the nerves
of the garrison as the latter indplged in 1ntensiyé
indiscriminate firing immediately after the expldaion

oecurred.



Again in May 1921, Tom Hyda, with a few men from
the Hidloton cOmpaﬂy} exploded & mine at Carfigahane.
about a mile on. the Castlemartyr side of 4idleton.

This time, the objeetive was a lorry load qf soldiers, .
sgverdal of whom were wounded. _On that occasion,

Diarmuid Rurley, Jos. 4hern, Jacko 0’Connell and myself

were billeted. in Murnane's of Coppingerstown, only a

few hundred yards from 'the scens of the .explosion.
¥e made a quick getaway, and were lucky we moved off

' in the right direction, as we were upaware at the time

of‘Tom‘nyde's expioit.

¥ine exploded At Ballvedekin;

On April 10th 1921, the fourth mine attack - the
second, in sequence - took place at Ballyedekin, about
8ix or seven miles from Midleton, on the.main Midleton~ "

Youghal road.

Diarmuid Hurley; Jos. aherne, Jacko and I were
billeted near Churchtown when Hurley got word that a
eoﬁvoy of troops was to leave foughal fér.bork on 10th
April 1921. Burley decided to attack the econvoy, and,
for that purpose, enlisted the he}p of Mick Kearney of

Churchtown and another local Vilunteer whose pame I
‘have forgotten. I think it was Hick Kearney who

selected the site for the attack, as he was more
familiar with the locality than any of us. The
intention was to explode a mine under the convoy at a
selacted spot. Hurley eni Jos. Aherne would operate
the mine, while Jaéko and I would cover theirneaéape
with rifle fire. It'waé bou ocur intention to stagé

. a prolonée# attack on the_convdy, as there were only

four of us engaged. Mick Kearney and the other

Volunteer ware posted~as_5couta some distance away

1
i



. (on. high ground) fros the ambush position, to signal

the approach of the €nemy convoy.

‘Having filled the shell case with explosives, we
procecded by pony and trap part of the way; coming near

- the site we had to manhahdlq.the mine for a few hundred

yardss I récolleet it was heartbreaking work, carrying
that mine. Ve carried it in pairs, changing over,
regularly for relief. Ve buried the mine under a

" heap of stones on the roadside, and then took up our

allotted positions, Jos. Aherne on the exploder, with
only about eighty yards of a lead, with Diarmuid Hurley
at his Qide to Bignallhim.whén to pross the switch;
Jacko and I abﬁut a hundred yards away, with rifles.
All six of us were on the same side of the road.
Diarpuid and Jos. baing down a bit, on a narrow winding
by-road which joined the main.road a few yards from

vhere the mine was placed.

It was about. 44 p.m. when we heard the convoy
approaching. The gcouts signalled us, and, in due
coursa, Jos..Aherne pressed the switch. The convoy
consisted of four Leyland 19rriésfgnd about five
Crossley tenders, all’ loaded i;fh-milgtafy. Thé min;
went off with & deafening roar, hﬁrliﬁg the_stonﬁé; in
which it was burled, into the sir.. The leading lorry
was haltod by the. explosion. and Jacko and I opened rapid
fire on the troops.® The latter replied vigorously.. '
those in the ‘cars not. affected by tha explosion
lmmadiately Jumping out and . advancing through the fields
on our position." Jaeko and 1 daghed into. the winding

by-road where we eontinued to run, crouching alongaida‘

a fhrzepeovered fence. .Both_qos. and chko-were six-



‘footers, and were evidently spotted by the military_who

opened up heavy Lewis gun fire on us. .f;-can vividly
recoliect the bullets cutting throogh the furze over
our heads. Across the field, on the other side of the

fence from us, wes a party of military advancing

towards us in extended formation. Our predicament was
now protty serious. Heavy fire was now opened by
these troops, and we saw that their objective was nnt

us, but Diarmuid Rurley who was running aeross a field,

An full view of them. Actunlly.‘he was in the next

field - not the one we were in - to thea. Ve were no

more than thirty yards from ths advancing soldiers at

-this time, but 1t‘was eéidenm, that Diarmuid Hurley had

thelr full attention, as thay never located us. It
was also evident that the British Lewis gunners ware
firing from the .scené of tha axplésion, independently
of the military advancing through the fields. ' We léy
low,; and, crawling through fbnpes;'evenﬁually_succéeded
1n.making our escape - & providentisl one, surely!
A‘fehtﬁra of the o§currence was the spesd at which the

British got into action after their initial shock from

- the mine explosion.

I have .no knowledge of enemy casualties on this

occasion, but.I heard later that quite 8 number wera

"badly wounded.

Having baachedlthe'cover of ‘some tress, we rested

‘awhile, and watched the.military searching the fields,

8 few hundred yards away. . We were very uneasy as to the
fate of Diarmuid Hurley, and were overjoyed when, on

arriving at Murnane's of Coppingerstown, we found him

" sitting there, esqually overjoyed at our safe return.



Dame Fortune certainly smiled on us that évening at
Ballysedekin!

Contact with North-Liast Cork Column, and Death of

Diarmuid Hurley:

it 1s with a deep sense of sorrow that I record
the following events which ended so tragically, and left
us bereft of our beloved and fearless leader, Diarmuid

Hurley.

barly in Hay 1921, we were contacted by Con
Leddy, 0/C, North-East Cork flying column. He invited
us to join his column in a propogsed attack on a convoy
of militery 4in West VWaterford. Ve proceeded to Con
Leddy's headquarters at Conna, about six miles west of
Tallow, Co. Waterford, whare we met Con and his officers
in O'Keeffe's housa. The famlly was, I think, related
to Paddy 0'5eeffb. now Secratary of the Gaelic Athletic
Associatlon. Having discussed the proposed attack, it
was declded that Con Leddy would select the site, and
that vwe would meet on 28th Ilay 1921, to make finsl

arrangements.

On the night of 27th Hay 1921, Diarmuid Hurley,
Jacko 0'Connell, Jos. Ahernc, Tom Buckley (#idleton) and
myself were billeted in the townland of Bloomfielad,
about a mile from £idleton and three miles from
Carrigtwohill. Diarmuid, Jos. and 1 slept in the same
bed that night. On the morning of 28th llay, Diarmuid
learned that an enemy cycle patrol from Cobh had raided
several houses in the Carrigtwohill area, and wera
peruitted to return to Cobh unmolested. ' He was very

annoyed at this, particularly as instructions had been

issued by him to all company commanders that they



should arrange to have Yolunteers on duty at all hours,
to take any steps in their power to harass the encmy;
even if only, in this instance, the roads had been
sprinkled with broken glass, to puncture the bikes of
the military - anything to keep the nerves of the
enemy on edge. Diarmuld considered it more important
for himself to go inlo Carrigtwohill and enquire into
this matter rather than keep his appointment with Con
Leddy. He, therefora, instructed Tom Buckley'and me
to go to the meeting at Conna, and he would go into
Carrigtwohill.

On his way to Carrigtwohill, about a mile from
didleton, there is a road junction, one road leading to
Carrigtochill, ths other to Lisgould. When in the
vieinity of this junction, Diarmuid had the misfortune
to run into a foot patrol of R.I.C. and Black and Tans
from lildleton. He was armed with a revolver .and a
di11s grenade. He was recognised Ly some meﬁbers of
the patrol and called upon to halt. Hurley opened
fire on the patrol, threw his grenade, and made a dash
for cover alongside = low fence. VWhen he was a few
yards from the corner of the fence, he was fatally
wounded by a bullet which entered his back, and came
out through his stomach. He died where he fell, and,
for some reasons best known to themselves, the patrol
left his body there and returned to their barracks at
lildleton.

that a victory for the enemy! There can be no
doubt they appreciated thoir unexpected good fortune
in ridding themselves of such a formidable opponent,
an opponent who fought them fair and square, who had

to attack thea to capture their arms, so that he could



prolorg the fight against them, a man who, when he had
the enemy at his mercy, was never imbued with the idea
of cold-dlodded marder, nor did he cover suggest that

his men should be other than mereiful td a beaten
opponant. Oreat indecd was the enomy victory that
fateful dey ~ 28th Hay 192) - and if thoy werec jubilant,
ag well they aight bo, the remnants of our flying
column were correspondingly sorrowful. Ve had lost
an irreplaceable leader, and Ireland, one of her most

fearless sons.

In the meanﬁime. Tom Duekley and I duly arrived

e waited there 211 dey, Dut Con Leddy did
n our return

at Conna.
nct keep the appointment as arranged.

Journey, we had reached the village of Clonmult when

w2 wore informed of tho death of Diarmuid Hurley and

the removal of his body %o Curteon. Jos. Aherne, Jackoe

apd I hai his romains taken to Churchtown where we got
Or. John Tialsh of Midleton to embala the bedy, aftar
which, with tho help of John kclliher of Churchtown,
we had the remains interred, iemporarily. in a vault

in thae local cemetery.

After the Truce of July 1921, bilarmuid's body
Tas reéin%arfeQ, with full military honours, in the
Republican plot in u¥idleton cemetery, beside his_
predoceased comrades who were killed at Clonmult on
20th February 1921. Thera toeday rests the
honouraed remains of most of the flying column of the

4th battalion Cork Ho. 1 brigade, I.R.A. of the.

origiual ¢olumn, I am the sole survivor. I pray for
them constansly, and have shed nany 2 tear over my
memories, always when I haar the Soldiers® Song, and

particularly vhen that snthem is played by the Artana
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Dublin.

brass band to the thousands asscimbled in Croke Park,

1 listen to the thousands siniling, but T shed

silent tcars, and, thinitin. of my dear, formor
courades, pray that God, in His mercy, has seen fit to

assexble them with dim in His hegvenly home, for they
are deserving of eternal happiness. 1 knew them all

intizatoly, ana fail to reoeall any but tho noblagt
inatinets in good, clean-living nen - men whe gare
inspired by love of Ireland and who nobly died in her

cause. tiny thoir gouls rest in poace!l

Blection to ¥Yiee Comuandant, hth Battalion;

-arly in June 1921, the company comaanders of

the /;th battalion assenbled at Dungourney to eleet a

The meeting was held in tho open, and

battalion Q/C .
was attended by about en or twelve officers, including

Jos. fAharne, Jacso 0'Connell, bavid O'Brien (Cobh),

Lartin Corry {Enockraha) and myself.

I oxplained the purposc of tho meotinz, and said

that, no patter who was elocted, wo could nover be
fortunate snough to have a commander as gocd as tho late
All were agreed on this, and I then

Dnrtin Corry seconded
Jog. Aherns

Diarmuid Hurloy.
proposed Jos. Aherne an 0/C.
the proposal which was passed unanimously.
then suggosted that a Vice Commandant should be eleeted.

To ay surprise, I wag proposcd by bDavid O0'Brien and
sgconied by Uartin Corry. ?his also wos pagsed
Jos. and T hald those rankos until the

unanimously.
truce of July 1921, and, on tho formation of the Rationnl

Army, we jeincd uvp and hold the same renks in the then

42nd Infantry Brigode.
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Panple w helte and £¢ 81
.Bafore I finish my story, 1 feel I must rafer
to those gallant people who gave us food and sholtar
during that terrible period of nine mopths, from
October 1920 to July 1921. No narrative of these
times would be complete without reference to these
people. They were well aware that, by giving sholter
to us of the 1.R.A., they were risking their lives and
thoir homes. The vielousness and unbridled brutality
of the enemy, by taking revenge in raprisals; both
official and otherwise, were commonplace throughout
tha country, 'Xet, the people rose to the occasion.
Their Irish spirit rosc to magnificent heights of
solf-saerifice, and ghenever a natural nervousness
exigted, that spirit gwakened and produced marvels of
heroism. I.sincerely hope that future historians
will not fail to pay tribute in this resgpeet.
Surely, it is not too 4ifficult to picture the dirve
straits in vhich the I,RA would find thomsclves Af

the people falled in their support of the eause, the

support which was vital to the suecess with which the

aroy's efforts were eventually crovned.

1 an, after a lapse of thirty-five yoars,
tryinz to reecell the names of souws of these gallént
families in Test Cork who glady.@ve us food and
shalter, many of whom gave us their own beds that ve
might slesp in camfort, and amassed debts to buy the
food for us, Ia my opinion, thesoc are people who

deserve special rocagnition for the unstinted services

they so willingly gmave..

1 have succceded in recalling the following,
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although I an suro therc are pany others whose names

escape Go:-

Hogarty's Dloomfield, lidloton.

Puarnano's

Coppingerstown.
Terry (\'Brion noar Carrigttohill.

Fitzgorald®'s - Ballinbrittig, Xnockraha.

Canavan's - Knockraha.
Garde's - Garryroe.
Migzins? - fghada (parants of laddy

Higains, vounded and capﬁured
at Clonmilt).
Rev. Father Flannery, C.C. - !"idleton.
Ahernsts - Ballyrichard (parents of
Jock Aherns).

In conclysion, in addition to myself, the following

who gave servico in the column still survive: -

Eajor Jack O'Connoll (Jocko) - Cebh.

Comnandant Poddy Riggins - Aghada {nov residing in .
uablin).

Captain rvan Cashman - !idleton (now rosiding in
Dublin).

fonny O'ieary - Eilleagh (now residing in ULublin).

Commandant {ick Koarney - Churchtoon (now residing
in Cork).

Joseph duhig - Uamager, Bank of Ireland. (address
unknoim).
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